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Gendered Violence in Japanese Popular Culture: The Challenges of Teaching Anime in Canada

In 2021 I published an essay in The Japanese Journal of Animation Studies titled “Teaching Anime and Manga
in Canada: LGBTQ challenges.” The essay explored reasons why Canadian students find depictions of non-
normative sex, gender, and sexuality in Japanese anime to be disturbing, as well as the difficulties of finding
the proper English translations for various queer identities seen in manga and anime. This talk will build on
the issues raised in that essay, with new examples of the challenges of trying to talk about gender and sexuality
across cultural, linguistic, and juridical borders, and the ways Japanese depictions of queer identities can be

perceived as violence by Canadian students.
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Female Soldiers, Perfectly Merit-Based Society, and the ‘Male Problems’: Viewing Episode 1 of 7The
Saga of Tanya the Evil

It is generally considered a positive development from a gender perspective when the number of female
employees increases in workplaces traditionally dominated by men. But what about the military?

Even in Picasso’s abstract painting Guernica, we can observe a gendered configuration in which the binary
opposition of “front lines/home front” corresponds to “men/women.” On the other hand, in the 2011
Japanese anime masterpiece Puella Magi Madoka Magica, the protagonist lives in a household with a “stay-at-
home dad,” and it is only women who fight dangerous battles on the front lines. Furthermore, the 2017 series
The Saga of Tanya the Evil depicts a wartime society where military mobilization extends regardless of age or
gender.

Is the presence of female soldiers a symbol of gender equality? Or does the militarization of women equate

to their masculinization? The answer is likely not a single-layered one.
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