462 Of Bounties on the Exportation of Corn. BOOK IIT.

all modern countries which have a free intercourfe with others; and,
from this period, they muft daily grow more and morc dependent
upon their lefs rich neighbours for their fubfiftence. ,

But if the reafons that have been adduced againft this theory be
judged valid,  then it will appear, that though agriculture be not
altogether fo manageable as manufactures, yet that it is {till capable

of being encouraged and protected by human inftitutions. And that

~ confequently a fyftem of laws refpecting bounties upon exportation,

and duties upon importation, framed according to the circum-
frances of a particular country, with reference to the expence of
bringing corn to market at home, and the average price of foreign
corn, may make the production of this commodity anfwer to the
farmers of fuch a country, however high may be, the taxes on con-
famption, the ¥ént of land, and the price of labour. ’

" And if it be admitted, that the cultivation of corn is fufceptible of
being encouraged by a bounty like other commodities, it will fcarcely
fail to follow, that the greatcr plenty, occafioned by this encourage-
ment, will in the long run lower the price. '

After all the circumftances which have been before mentioned as
affe@ing price, have had their due weight, another caufe muft enter
into our confideration capable of producing the greateft variations,

and in its immediate cffeés more powerful than all the reft com- -

bined. This is, the proportion of the fupply to thc demand. A
degree of plenty, indced, which forces farmers to {fell their corn

“below prime coft, evidently cannot laft long ; but the effects of

fearcity are often permanent. The practical difficulty of lowering

wages has before been noticed, but the fame difficulty by no means '

exifts with regard to raifing them. Two or three years of high price
from accidental caufes arc generally fufficient to' do this; and when
they are followed, as they generally are, by arifc in the rents of land,
the extremé difficulty of a return to the former ftate of cheapnefs is
obvious. - Though it be allowed, therefore, that the growing of
more corn, in average years, than is wanted for home confumption,
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in confequence of a bounty upon exportation, cannot permanently
fink the price below what will fairly pay the Britifh farmer ; yet if
it prevent that continual, and often permanent rife, occafioned by
every flight deficiency of fupply or increafe of demand %, its effect
will clearly be, to keep the average price of corn lower than it other-

~wife would be. 'When a habit ‘of confiderable exportation prevails:

in cbnfcquence of a bounty, a flight increafe of demand, or deficiency
of fupply, will produce fcarcely any perceptible effect in the price of
corn in the home market. This price can never exceed the average
price in the ports of the commercial world, with the addition of the
bounty, whatever that may be; and this addition will be abfolutely
nothing, compared with the increafe of price which arifes from the
flighteft deficiency of fupply; a deficiency which the f{yftem of
importation in a large, rich, and populous country, fuch as Great
Britain, will always render probable, not only in the h{omc‘market,

“but in all the ports of the commercial world, as we have lately
’ experienced to our coft.

. And if the ultimate tendency of the bounty be clearly to lower the
average price of corn in the home market, all Dr. Smith’s juft rea-.
fonings refpe@ing the difadvantage of the cheapnefs of filver in any
particular country, or the dearnefs of all other commodities, rcturn
upon himfclf, and are applicable in favour of the corn laws, not
againft them. o -

- We are now indeed feeling the difadvantage of the cheapnefs of
filver in this country, and in a few years, when our commercial com-
petitors have recovered from their late depreffion, fhall probably fecl
it much more than we do at prefent ; but it certainly is not owing to
a {yftem of exporting corn in confequence of the corn laws; but,
apparently, to our having altered thefe corn laws in fuch a manner
as to make them fail in producing the cffect of exportation.

- An occafional increafe of demand for the fupply of government ftores, producces, in

the prefent flate of things, a great effe upon the price of corn, but under a fyltem of
exportation, it would.not be felt.

That:
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That we can readily, and with pcrfe& facility, turn ourfelves from

‘an importing, to an cxportmg nation, in-the article of corn, I would
~ by no means pretend to fay ; but both theory, and thcl experience of

the firft half of the laft century, warrant us inr ,concluding' it practi-
cable ; and we cannot but allow that it is worth the experiment, as
the continuance of our national greatnefs, and commercial profp'cri_ty,
{feem ébfolutely to depend updn it If-we proceed in our prefent
courfe, let us but fora moment -rcﬂd& on the probable confcciuences.
There cannot be a doubt, that, in the courfe of a few years, we {hall

~draw from America, and the nations bordering on .the ‘Baltic, as

much as two millions quartérs,of whcat,'beﬁdes other corn, the fup-
port of above two millions of people. If, under thefe circumftances,
any commercial difcuffion, or other difputc, were -to arife with -thefe
nations, with what a nght of power they would negotiate ! Not

the whole Britifh navy, could offer a more convincing argument than

the ﬁmple threat of fhutting -all their ports. 1am mot unaware,
that, in general, you may fecurely dcpcnd upon people’s not acting
dirc&ly contrary to their intereft. But this confideration, all power-
ful as it is, will fometimes yield _vo]u\ntari]y ‘to mational indignation,
and is fometimes forced to yicld to the refentment of a fovereign.
It is of fufficient weight in practice, when af)p]ied to manufactures ;
becaufe a delay in their fale is not of fuch immediate confequence,
and from their fmaller bulk, they arc eafily {muggled. But in the
cafe of corn, a delay of three or four months may producc the moft
complicated mifery ; and from the great bulk of corn, it will gene-
rally be in the power of a fovereign to cxecute almoft completely
his refentful purpofe.  Small commercial ftates which depend nearly
for the wholc of their fupplies on foreign powers, will always have
many friends. They arc not of fufficient confequence to excite any
general indignation againft them, and if they .cannot be fupplied
from one quarter, thcy will from another. But this is by no mcans

the caﬁ, with fuch a country as Great Britain, whofe commercial

ambition is peculiarly calculated to excite a gcneml jealoufy, and in
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CIIAP. X

£act has cxc1tcd it,toa vcry great degree. If our commerce continuc

mcre’tﬁng for a few years, and our commercial populdtlon with it,
we Ihall bc lald fo bare to the’ {hafts of fortunc, that nothing but a
miracle can fave us from being ftruck. - The pcr10d1ca1 return of
fuch feafons of dearth as thofc which we have of late expcrlenced 1
confider ‘as ab,olutcly certain, upon “our prefent importing fyftem :

but, excluding from the queftion, at prefcnt the dreadful diftrefs -

that they occafion, which however no man of humanity can long
banifh from his mind, I would afk, is it politick, mercly with a view

“to our natlonal greatnefs, to render ourfelves thus depcndent upon
others for our fupport and put it in the power of a combination

agamﬂ: us, to diminifh our populatlon two millions ?
To reftore our independence, and build our national greatnefs and

commercial -profperity on the fure foundation of agriculture; it is

evidently not fufficient, to propofe premiums for tillage, to cultivate

“this or that wafte, or even to pafs a -general inclofure bill, though

‘thefe may be all good-as faras they go. If the increafe of the com-

“mercial population keep pace with' thefe efforts, we thall only be

where we were before, with regard to the neceﬁity of importation.
“The- ob_]c& required, is to alter the relative proportion bctwccn the
.commercial and the agricultural pepulation of the country, which

can’ only be done by fome fyftem, which will permanently raife the

profits of agriculture, encourage cultivators to employ more labour
in the growing of corn, and completely fecure them from all appre-

. “henfions of oVerﬁocking the market. - I fee no othér way, at prefent,

-of effeting this objeét, but by a fyftem of corn laws adapted to the
-peculiar circumftances of the country, and the ftate of forcign mar-
‘kets. . All fyftems of peculiar reftraints and encouragements’ are
undoubtedly difagreeable, and the neceffity of reforting to them may
juftly be lamented. But the objection which Dr.Smith brings

agamﬁ: bounties in gcncrzﬂ that, of forcing fome part of thc induftry -

of the country into a channel lefs advantageous than that in which

jit »wéu]d run qf itj:; own accord®,” docs not apply in the pi‘cfcnt

» Wealth of Nations, vol. ii. b.iv. c.v. p.258.
30 inftance,
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mﬁancc, on account of the pre-eminent quahtles of the. produ&s of
Vagnculturc, and the dreadful conf'cqucnccs that attend the flighteft

failure of them. The nature of things has, mdced ftamped upon -

‘corn a peculiar value?®; and this remark, made by Dr.Smith for
another purpofe, may fairly be applied to juftify the exception of this
commodity from the objeCions againft bounties in general. - If,
throughout the commercial world, - every kmd of trade were per-
feétly free, one fhould undoubtcdly feel the grcatcft reludtance in
propofing any interruption to fuch a fyﬁem of general liberty ; and
indeed, under {fuch cu’cumﬁances, agnculturc Would not need pecu-
liar encouragements. But under the prefent univerfal prevalence of
the commercial fyftem, with all its different_expedients of encou-
ragement and reftraint, - it is folly to except from our attention the
great manufadture of corn which fupports all the reft. The - high
duties paid on the importation of forelgn manufa&ures, are fo direct

an encouragement to the manufa&unng part of the focxety, that .

nothing but fome encouragement of the fame kind, operating with the
fame force, can place the manufacturérs and cultivators of this
country on a fair footing. = Any fyftem of encouragement, therefore,
which might be found ncccﬁary for the commerce of grain, would
cvidently be owing to the prior- encouragements which had been
given -to manufa&urcs. We confider the woollen manufa&ure of
England asof the firft i importance, and protect and encouragc it w1th
peculiar care ; but can any thinking man compare its influence on’
the firength and profperity of the ftate, with the manufa&urc of’
corn, the fcarcity or failure of which, will involve in 1t the failure
of the favourite manufacture itfelf. If all be free, I have nothing to
fay ; but if we protect and encourage, it feems to be folly not to.

cncourage that production, which of all others is the moft unportant :

and V'lluabk 7
Let
a VVealth ofN'mons, vol ii. b iv. e.v. p. 278 .
b Though I have dwelt much on the importance of raifing a qmnmy of corn in the
country beyond the demands of the homc confumption, yet | do ot mean to recommend
that
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. Letitnot, however, be imagined, that the moft enlightened fyftem
of agnculturc, though it w111 undoubtedly be able to produce food
‘ beyond

that genera] fyftem of ploughing, which takes place in moﬂ parts of France, and defeats
itsown purpofe. A large flock of cattle is not only neceffary as a very valuable part of
the food of the country, and as contributing very greatly to the comforts of a confiderable
portion’ of its population; but it is alfo neceffary in the prcdution of corn itfelf. A
large furplus produce, in proportion to the number of perfons employed, can néver be
obtained without a great ftock of cattle, - At the fame time, it does not follow, that we
thould throw all the land that is fit for it into pafture. It is an obfervation of Arthur
Young, and I {hould think a juft one, that the firft and moft obvious improvement in
agriculture, is to make the fallows of a country fupport the additional cattle and {l.cep

‘ wanted in it. (Travels in France, vol. i. p.361.) 1 am by no means fnngumc however,

as to the praticability of converting England again into an exporting country, while the
demands for the produdls of pafture are daily m\.leaﬁng, from the increafing riches
of the commercial part of the nation. - But fhould this be really confidered as impracti-
cable, it feems to point out to us, one of the great canfes of the decay of nations. We
have always heard, that ftates and empires have their periods of declenfion ; and we learn
from hiftory, that the different nations of the carth have flourifhed in a kind of fucceffion ;
and that poor countries have been’ continually rifing on the ruins of their richer neigh-
bours. Upon the commercial fyftem, this kind of fucceffion feems to be in the natural
and neceffary courfe of things, independently of the effects of war. If from the increafing
riches of the commercial part of any nation and the confcquent]) mcrcaﬁng demands
for the produds of pafture, more lands were daily laid down to grafs, and more corn
impo:ted from other countries, the unavoidable confcquence feems to be, that the increaf:
ing profperlty of thele countries, which their exportations of corn would contribute to
accelerate, muft ultimately deftroy the population and power of the countries which had
foftered them. The ancients always attributed this natural weaknefs and old age of ftates
to Juxury. But the moderns, who have generally confidered luxury as a principal encou-
ragement to commerce and manufactures, and confequently a powerful inftrument of
profperity, have, with greatappearance of reafon, been unwnllmg to confider it as a caufe
of decline. - But allowing with the moderns, all the advantagcs of luxury, and when it
falls thort of actual vice, they arecertainly great; ‘there feems to he a point, beyond which
it muft neceffarily become prejudicial to a ftate, and bring with it the feeds of weaknefs
and decay: This point is, when it is pufhed fo far, as to trench on the funds neceffary
for its fupport, and to become an impediment inftead of an encouragement to agriculture,
1 fhould be much mifunderftood, if, from any thing that T have faid in the four laft chap-
ters, I fhould be confidered asnot fufficiently aware of the advantages derived from commerce

and mmuf'u&ures. Ilook upon them as the moft dnﬁmgulﬂnnv charaeriftics of civili-

302 zation,
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beyond the deiﬁa'nds of the actual population, can ever be made: to
- keep pace with ‘an unchecked population, | The errors that have

arifen
zation, the mofl obvious and ftriking marks of the improvement of fociety, and calculated .
to enlarge our enjoyments, and add to the fum of human happinefs. ' No great furplus
produce of agriculture could exift without them, and if it did exift, it would be compa-.
ratively of very little value, But ftill they are rather the ornaments and embellithments-
of the political ftructure than  its foundations. While thefe foundations are perfectly
fecure, we cannot. be too folicitous to make all the apartments convenient and elegant ;.
but if there be the flighteft reafon to fear that the foundations themfelves may give way,

it feems to be folly to continue dire@ting our principal attention to the lefs effential parts.’

The moft determined friend of commerce and manufactures muft allow, that the perfons
-employed in them cannot exift without the food to fupport them ; and I cannot perfuade
myfelf to believe that they can be fufficiently fecure of this food, if they depend for it
o principally on other countries, There has never yet been an inflance in hiftory, of a
. large nation continuing, with undiminithed vigour, to fupport four or five millions of its
people on imported corn; nor do I believe that there ever will be fuch an inftance in
future, England is, undoubtedly, from her infular fituation, and commanding navy, the

. moft likely to form an exception to this rule ; but confidering the fubje&t as a generak
~ queftionin politicaleconomy, thefe advantages muft evidently be looked upon as peculiarand
incidental ; and what might be applicable to England, would not be fo to other countties.
In fpite, however, of the peculiar advantages of England, it appears to me clear that if fhe
continue yearly to increafe her importations of corn, fhe cannot’ ultimately efcape that
decline which feems to be the natural and neceffary confequence of exceffive commercial
wealth ; and the growing'profperity of ‘thofe countries which fupply her with corn, muft,

in thg end, diminifh her population, her riches, and her power. - I am not now {peaking
of the next twenty or thirty years, but of the next two or three hundred. And though we
are little in the habit of looking fo far forwards, yet it may be queftioned, whether we have
a right knowingly to adopt a fyftem which muft neceﬁ'arily terminate in the weaknefs and

‘declincof our pofterity. But whether we make any practical application of fuch a difcuffion

“ornot, it is curious to contemplate the caufesof thofe reverfes in the fates.of empires, which
fo frequently changed the face of the world in paft times, and may be expeted to produce
ﬁmi]ar, though perhaps not fuch violent, changes in future.  War was, undoubtedly, in
ancient times, the principal caufe of thefe ch}sngcs; but it frequently only finithed a work

which excefs of luxury and the neglet of agriculture had begun. « With regard to our- .

felves, we fhould recollet that it is only within the laft twenty or thirty years, that we
have become an importing nation. In fo fhort a period, it could hardly be expeéted, that
the evils of the fyflem fhould be perceptible. We have, however, already felt fome of its
inconveniences ; and if we perfevere in it, its evil confequences may by no means be-a
N : matter
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arifen from the conftant appearance of a full fup/p\ly,’ pr.odi'?c;:d by the
agriculturall {yftem, and the fource of fome other .pre_]udxccs on the
fubje&t of population, will be noticed in the following chapter.

matter of remote {peculation. vI,t has been before pbfervcci, that, if from the beginning
every kind of trade had been left to find its own level, agriculture would probably never

~ have wanted any particular fupport; but when once this general and defirable liberty

has been infringed, it feems to be clearly our intereft to attend principally to thofebpurts of
the political firudture, which in the a¢tval circumftances of the country appear tobe c:_)m

paratively the weakeft ; and, upon this principle, we .{hou]d be juftified 1;\ g;vnn]g par mu‘:
lar encouragement to manufatures in {uch countries as Poland, and the fouthern parts

of Siberia, and the fame kind of encouragement to agticulture, in England.

~
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CHAP. XL

Of t/zg [}'iﬂc:}bal Sonrces of the prevailing Errors on the Subject of

* Population,

It has been obferved, that many countries at the period of their
greateft degree of populoufnefs, have lived in the greateft plent Kl(;
have bc?en able to export corn; but at other periods Iv)vhcny ’t;)m
population was very low, have lived in continual pover’ty and walf:r
and havg been obliged to import corn. Egypt, Paleftine, Ro ’
S1c1l)‘r, and Spain, are cited as particular exem;)liﬁéations of t’his f: n‘]te:
and it h.as been inferred, that an increafe of population in an ﬂz:; '
n.()t.CEllthade to the utmoft, will'tcnd rather to #u mcn}tr tl .
Jdm.nnxfh the relative plenty of the whole focicty ; and tf’lt L)an
Kal.mcs obferves, a country cannot cafily bccom,é too c: ;Ias (;'rd
-agn.cultuxje; becaufe agriculture has the fignal pro Ertp Ofl'] S 'Or
ducing food in proportion to the number of confumc:rsf Yo
The general fa&ts from which thefe inferences are drz.iwnb tl i
no reafon to doubt; but the inferences by- no means follow’frolr(rzlr cthlcj

premifes. It is. the nature of agriculture, particularly when well -

conducted, to produce fupport for a confiderable number above that

which it employs; and confequently if thefe members of the fociet

. Q3 . 3 r
Oor as oiIr JdmCS Stcuart Ca”s thcm, thc ﬁ'CC hands, do not inCl’Cﬁ{C ﬁ;
$

as to reach the limit of the number which can be fupported by the
furplus p.roducc, the .whoIc population of the country may coni’inue
for ages increafing with the improving ftate of agriculture, and yet

. * Sketches of the Hiftory of Man, b, i. fketch . P- 106, 107. 8vo, 1488
3 A _ always
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always be able to export corn. But this increaft; after a certain
pcﬁod, will be very different from the natural, and unreftricted,
increafe of population ; it will merely follow the flow: augmentation of
produce from the gradual improvement of agricultufq ; and popula-
tion will ftill be checked by the difficulty of procuring fubfiftence..
It is very juftly obferved by Sir James Stcuart, that the popuiation of

- England in the middle of the laft century when the exports of corn

were confiderable, was {till checked for watit ot food*. The precife:
meafure of the population ina country thus circumftanced, will not,.
indeed, be the quantity of food, becaufe part of it is exported, but

‘ the quantity of employment. The ftate of this employment, how--

ever, will neceflarily regulate the wages. of labour, on which depends-
the power of the lower clafles of people to procure food ; and accord-
ing as the employment in the'country isincreafing, whether flowly,.
or rapidly, thefe wages will be fuch, as cither to check, or to encou-
rage, early marriage§, fuch, as to cnable a labourer to fupport, only
two or three, or as many as five or fix, children. _

The quantity of cmployment in any country will not of courfe vary:
‘from’ycqr to year, in- the fame manner as the quantity of produce-
muft neceflarily doy from the variation of the feafons; and confe-
quently the check from want of employment will be much more:
fteady in its- operation, and be much more favourable to.the: lower
claffes of people, than the check from the immediate want of food..
The firfy, will be the preventive check ;. the fecond. the pofitive check.
When Eherdcm‘and for labour is either ftationary, or increafing very
flowly, people, not fecing any employment open by which they can.
fupport a family, or the wages of common labour being inadequate-
to this purpofe, will of courfe be deterred from. marrying.. Butifa
demand for labour continue increafing with. fome rapidity;, although.
the fupply of food be uncertain, on.account of variable feafons, and a
dependence on.other countrics, the population: will evidently go- on,.
5 Polit. Econ.vol.i. b.i: c. xvﬂ..‘p.' 100,
S till
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till it is pofitively checked by fammc, or the dlfcafcs ar1ﬁng f'rom
fevere want. : oL .

Scarcity and extreme poverty, therefore, may, or may not, accom-
pany an increafing population, according to circumftances. But they
-muft neceffarily accompany a permanently dcchnmg:, populatxon°
becaufe there never has been, nor probably ever will be, any other
caufe than want of food, which makes the populatlon of a country
permanently decline. In the numerous inftances of depopulation
which occur in hiftory, the caufes of it may always be traced to the

~want of induftry, or the ill dirc®ion of that induftry, arifing from

violence, bad governmcnt,.ignorance, &c. which firft occafions a
want of food, and of courfe depopulation follows. When Rome
adopted the cuftom of importing all her corn, and laying all Italy

into pafture, fhe foon declined’in population.. The caufes of the

depopulation of Egypt and Turkey have already been alluded to; and,

in the cafe of Spain, it was certainly not the numerical lofs of

people, occafioned by the expulfion of the Moors; but the induﬁfy
and capital thus expelled, which permancntly injured her population.
When a country has been depopulated by violent caufes, if a’ bad
government, with its ufual concomitant, infecurity of property,
cnfue, which has generally been the cafe in all thofe countries which
are now lefs peopled than formerly ; neither the food nor the popu-
lation can recover themifelves, and the inhabitants will probably live

‘in fevere want. But when an accidental depopulation takes place,

in a country which was before populous and induftrious, and in the

habit of exporting corn, if the remaining inhabitants be left at liberty -
© to cxert, and do exert, their induftry in the fame dire&ion as before,

it is a ftrange idea to entertain, that they would then be unable to
fupply themfelves with corn in the fame plenty; particularly, as the
diminifhed numbers would, of courfe, cultivate principally the more
fertile parts of their territory, and not be obliged, as in their more
populous ftate, to apply to ungrateful foils. Countrics in this fitua-
tion would evidently have the fame charce of recovering their for-

mer .
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_ mer number, as they had originally of reaching this number; and

indeed if abfolute populoufnefs were neceflary to relative plenty,
“as fome agriculturifts have fuppofed?, it would be impofiible for new
colonies to increafe with the fame rapidity as old ftates.
The prejudiccs on the fubje& of population, bear a very ftriking
refemblance to the old prejudices about fpecie, and we know how
flowly, and with what difficulty, thefe laft have yiclded to jufter

conceptions. Politicians obferving, that ftates which were power- -

ful “and profperous, were almoft invariably populous, have mif-
taken an effe@ for a caufe, and concluded that their population was
the caufe of their profperity, inftead of their profperity being the
caufe of their populfition, as the old political economifts concluded,
that the abundance of fpecie was the caufe of national wealth, inftead
of the effe& of it. Thc annual producc of the land and 1'1bour, in

*+ Among others, I allude more particularly to Mr. Anderfon, who, in a C'alm Invefli-
gation of the Circumflances which have led to the prefent Scarcity of Grain in Britain, (pub-
lithed in 1801,) has laboured, with extraordinary earneftnefs, and I believe w vith’the beft
intentions poﬂ”lble, to imprefs this curious truth on the miids of his countrymen The
particular pofition which he attempts to prove is, that an increafe of population in any flate
2whofe fields have not been made to atiain their higheft poffible degree of produtivenefs, (a thing
that probably has never yet been feen on this globe,) will neceffarily have its means of fubfifience
vather augmented, than diminifbed, by that augmentation of its population 5 and the reverfe,
"The propofition is, to be fure, expreffed rather obfcurely ; but, from the context, his mean-
ing evidently is, that every increafc of population tends to increafe relative plenty, and
vice verfi. He concludes his proofs by obferving, that, if the faéts which he has thus
brought forward and conneed, do not ferve to remove the fears of thofe who doubt the
poffibility of this country producing abundance to fuftain its increafing population, were
it to augment in a ratio greatly more progreffive than it has yet done, he .fhould doubt,
whether-they could be convinced of it, were one even torifc from the dead to tell thcm
fo. Mr. A. is, perhaps, juftified in this doubt, from the known lncrcdullty of the age,
which might caufe people to remain unconvinced in both cafes. I agree with Mr. A.
however, entirely, refpefting the importance of directing a greater part of the national
induftry to agriculture ; but from the circumftance of its being poffible fora country with,
a certain direClion of its induftry, alwaysto exportcorn, ‘although it may be very populous,
he has been led into the ftrange error of fuppofing, that an agricultural country could
fupport an unchecked population.
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both tllé‘fc inftances, became, in confequence, a fecondary confidera-
tion, and its increafe, it was conceived, would naturally follow the
increafe of fpecic in the onc cafe, or of .population in the other.
The folly of cndeavouring, by forcible means, to increafe the quan-
tity of {pecic in any country, and the abfolute impoffibility of accu-
mulating it beyond a certain level by any human ‘laws that can be

~devifed, are now fully eftablifhed, and have been completely exem-

pliﬁed in the inftances of Spain' and Portugal ; but the illufion fhll
remains refpeding populatlon ; and undel this impreffion, . almoft
every. pohtlcal treatife has abounded in propofals to encourage popu-
Jation, with little or no comparative reference to-the means of its
fuppbrt, Yet, furcly, the folly of cndeavouring to increafc the
quantity of fpecic in any co{mtry without an increafe of the com~
modities which it is to circulate, is not greater, than that of endea-
vouring to increafe the number of péoplc, without an increafe of the
food which is to maintain them ; - and it will be found, that the level
above which no human laws can raife the population of a country,

is a limit more fixed and impaffable, than the limit to the accumu-
lation of fpecu:: However improbable, in fa&, it is poffible to con-
ceive, that means might be invented of retaining a quantity of
fpecie 1n a ftate, greatly beyond what was demanded by the produce
of its land and labour; but when, by great éhcouragcmcnts, popula-~
tion has been raifed to fuch a height, that this produce is meted out
to cach individual in the {fmalleft portions that can f{upport life, no

" ftretch - of ingenuity can even conceive the pofﬁblhty of going

further. ~

It has appeared, I think, clearly, in the review of different focicties
given in the former part of this work, that thofe countries, the inha-~
bitants of which were funk in the moft barbarous ignorance, or
opprefled’ by the moft cruel tyranny, however low they might be in

‘a@ual population, were very populous in proportion to their means

o [
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of fubfiftence ; and upon the flighteft failure of the feafons generally.
fuffered the feverities of want, Ignorance and defpotifm feem to
' have

o g et bl Tl it et s e i

CHAP. XL prevailing Errors on the ﬁzbjeé? qf Population. ‘ 478

have no tendency to deftroy the pﬁfﬁon which prbrr‘ipts"to increafe ;
but they effeCually deftroy the -checks to it from reafon and fore-
fight, The improvident barbarian who thinks only of his prefent
wants, or the miferable pcaf’mt, who, from his political fituation, feels
little fecurity of reaping what he has fown, will feldom be deterred
from gratifying his paffions by the profpe of inconveniences which
cannot be expected to prefs or_1'him under three or four years. But
though this want of forefight, which is foftered by ignorance and
dcfpotlfm, tend thus rather to encourage the procrcmtlon of chil-
dren, it is abfolutely fatal to the induftry which is to fupport them.
Induftry cannot exift without forefight and fecurity. The mdo-
lence of the favage is well known; and the poor Egyptlan or
Abyﬂ'ml'm farmer, without capltal who rents land, which is let out
ycarly to thc higheft bidder, and who 1s conftantly fubje& to the
dcmands of his tyranmcal maﬂ:crs, to the cafual plunder of an
cnemy, and, not unfrcquently, to the violation of his miferable con-
tra@, can have no heart to be induftrious, and if he had, could not
excrcife that induftry with fuccefs. Even poverty itfelf, which
appears to be the great fpur to induftry, when it has once pafled
certain limits, almoft - ccafcs to operate. The indigence which is

hopclc(s, deftroys all vngorous exertion, and " confines the cfforts to

what is fufficient for bare exiftence. It is the hope of bettcrmg; our
condition, and the fear of want, rather than want itfclf, that is the
beft ftimulus to mduﬁry, and its moft conftant and beft directed
efforts will almoft invariably be found among a clafs of people
above the clafs of the wrctchedly poor.

The cffe of ignorance and oppreffion will therefore always be to
deftroy the fprings of induftry, and confcqucndy to diminifh the
annual produce of the land and labour in any, country; and this

_diminution will inevitably be followed by a decreafe of the popuh- ;

tion, in fpitc of the birth of any number of children w hatexm , annu-
a]ly The defire of immediate gratification, and the removal of the
reftraints to it from prudence, may perhaps, in fuch countrics,
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prompt univerfally to carly marriages; but when thefe habits have-
- once reduced the people to the loweft poffible ftate of poverty, they

can cvidently have no further effe€ upon the population. Their
only effe® muft be on the degree of mortality; and there is no
doubt, that if we could obtain accurate bills of mort'thty in thofe
fouthern countries, where very few women remain unmarried, and
all marry young, the proportion of the annual dcaths would be 1 in

17, 18, or 20, m{’cead of 1 in 34, 36, or 40, asin Europcan ftates,

wherc the preventive check operates.

~That an increafe of popu]atlon, when it follows in 1ts natural order,
is both a pofitive good in itfelf, and abfolutely neceflary to a further
increafe in the annual producc of the land and labour of any country,
I fhould be the laft to deny. The only queftion is, what is the

‘natural order of its progrefs ? In this point, Sir James Steuart, who

hasin general explained this fubje& fo well, appears to me to have
fallen into an error. He detcrmines that multiplication is the effi-
cient caufe of agriculture, and not agriculture of multiplication *. But
though it may be allowed that the increafe of people beyond' what
could cafily fubfift on the natural fruits of the carth, firft prompted

man to till the ground ; and that the view of maintaining a family, -

or of obtaining fome valuable confideration in exchange for the pro-
du@sof agriculture, ftill operates as the principal ftimulus to cultivation;
yetit is clear, that thefe produs in their actual ftate, muft be beyond
the loweft wants of the exifting population, before any permanent
increafe can poflibly be fupported. And we know that multiplica-

‘tion has in numberlefs inftances taken place, which has produced no

effe& upon agriculture, and has rrierdy been followed by an increafe

of difeafes ; but perhaps there is no inftance, where apermanent ‘

increafe. of agriculture, has not effe@ed a permanent increafe. of
population, fomewhere or other. Confequently, agriculture may with
more propriety be termed the efficient caufe of population, than popu-

. 2 Polit, Econ, vol. i, b. i, c. xvill, p. 114, .

T . . tion

b

R PRI Mt e g L S e et

LA,

CHAP.X1. . prevailing Ertors on the fubject of Population. 479
tion of agriculture?, thbugh they certainly re-aét upon each other,
and are mutually neceffary to cach other’s fupport. This indeed
“feems to be the hinge on which the fubjeé turns, .and all. the
prejudices refpeing population have, perhaps, arifen from a miftake
about the order of precedence. : :

The author of L’ Ami des I-Iobzmes, in a chapter on the cffe&s of -

a decay of agriculture upon populatxon, acknowledges that he had
fallen into a fundamental error in confidering population as the fource
_of revenue ; and that he was afterwards fully convinced that revenue
was the fource of population®. From a want of attention to this
moft important diftin&tion, ftatefmen, in purfuit of the defireable
object of population, ‘have been led to encourage early marriageS,
to reward the fathers of families, and to difgrace celibacy; but this,
as the fame author juftly obferves, is to drefs and water a picce of
land without fowing it, and yet to cché’c a crop.

Among the other prejudices which have prevailed on the fubject
of population, it has been generally thought, that, while there is
either wafte among the rich, or land remaining uncultivated in any
country, the complaints for want of food cannot be juftly founded,
or, at leaft, that the preflure of diftrefs upon the poor is to be
attributed to the ill-condu& of the higher claffes of fociety, and the
bad management of the land.- The real cﬁ'e& however, of thefe
two circumftances, is merely to narrow the limit of the aGual popu-
lation ; but they have little or no influence on what may be called
the average preflure of diftrefs on the poorer members of fociety.
If our anceftors had been fo frugal and induftrious, and had tranf-

mitted fuch habits to their pofterity, that nothing fuperfluous was

now confumed by the higher claffes, no horfes were ufed for pleafure,

2 Sir James Stewart explains himfelf afterwards, by faying that he means principally
the multiplication of thofe perfons who have fome valuable confideration to give for the
produlls of agriculture ; but this is evndently ot mere increafe of population, and fuch
an explanation (eems to admit the incorre€uefs of the general propofition.

" b Tom, viii. p.84. 12mo. g vols, 1762, ‘
: _ _ and
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and no land was left uncultivated, a ftriking difference would appear
in the ftate of theactual population; but probably none whatever, in the
ftate of the lower clafles of people, with refpet to the prlcc - of labour,
and the facility of fupporting a family. The wafte among the rich,

BOOK III,

and the horfes kept for pleafure, have indeed a little the effe@ of -

the confumption of grain in-diftilleries, noticed before with fegard
to China. On the fuppofition that the food confumed in this manner
may be withdrawn on the occafion of a fcarcity, and be applied to
the relicf of the poor, they operate, certainly, as far as they go, like
granaries which are only opened “at the time that thcy’ are moft
wanted, and muft therefore tend rather to benefit than to m_)ure thc
lower claffes of fociety. .t . g

With rcgald to uncultivated land, it is ev1dcnt that its eﬁc& upon
the poor is neither to injure, nor to benefit them. The fudden cul-

tivation of it, will indeed tend to improve their condition for a time,

and' the negle@ of - lands before cultivated, will certainly make
their fituation worfe for a certain period ; but when no changes of
this kind are going forward, the effect of uncultivated land on.the
lower clafles,” operates merely like the pofleflion of a {maller
territory. It is, indeed, a pomt of very great importance to the
poor, whether a country be' in the habit of exporting or importing
corn ;" but this point is not neceffarily conneéed with the complete
or incomplete cultivation of the whole territory, but depends upon
¢he proportion of the furplus produce, to, thofe who are fupported
by it; and, in fact, this proportion is generally the greateft, in
countrics which have not yet completed the cultivation of all their
territory.  If every inch of land in this country were well cultivated,
there would be no reafon to exped, merely from this circumitance,
that we fhould be able to export corn.  Our power in this refpeét
,would depend entirely on the proportion of the furplus produce to
the commercial population; and this, of courfe, would in its turn
depend on the dire¢tion of capital to agriculture, or commerce.

It is not probable that any country with a hrgc tcmtory thould

‘ever )
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ever be completely cultivated; and I am inclined to think, that we
often draw very inconfiderate conclufions againft the induftry and
government of - ftates from the appearance of uncultivated lands in
them. It feems to be the. clear and exprefs duty of every govern-
ment, to remove all obftacles, and give every facility, to the inclo-
fure and cultivation of land; but when this has been done, the reft
mutft be left to the operation of individual intereft ;. and, upon this
principle, it cannot be expccted that any new land fhould: be
brought ‘into cultivation, the manurc-and the labour neceflary for
which, might be employed to greater advantage on the improvement
of land already in cultivation; and this is a cafe which will very
frequently occur. In countries poffefled of a large territory,” there
will always be a great quantity of land of a middling quality, which
requires conftant drefling to prevent it from growing worfe; but
which would admit of very great improvement, if a greater quantity
of manure and labour could be' employed upon it. The great
obftacle to the amelioration of land is the difficulty, the ex-
pence, and, fometimes, the impofiibility, of procuring a fufficient
quantity of drefling. As this inftrument of improvement, therc-

fore, is in practice limited, whatever it may be in theory, the :

queftion will always be, how it may be moft profitably employed;
and in any inftance where a certain quantity of drefling and labour
employed to bring new land into cultivation, would have yiclded
a permancntly greater produce if employed upon old land, both the

individual and the nation are lofers. Upon this principle it is not

uncommon for farmers in fome fituations, never to drefs their
pooreft land, but to get from it mercly a fcanty crop every three or
four years; and to employ the whole of their manure, which they
practically fecl is limited, on thofe p'n'ts of their farms, whcrc it will
produce a greater proportional effedt. : o
The cafe will be different, of courfe, in-a fmall territory with a
great population, fupported on funds not derived from their own

- foil. In this cafe there will be little or no" choice of land, and a.

I coms-
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- comparative fupcrabundancc of manure; and under fuch circum-
ftances the poorcﬂ: foils may be brought under cultivation. But for
this purpofe, it is not mere population that is wanted, but a popu--
lation which can obtain the produce of other countries, while it is-
gradually improving its own; otherwife, it would be immediately
reduced in proportion to the limited produce of ‘this fmall and-
barren territory ;. and the amelioration of the land might perhaps
never take place; or if it did, it would take place very flowly indeed, -
and the population would always be exactly meafured by this ta;dy
rate, and could not poﬁibly increafe beyond it. :
. This fubje is illuftrated in the cultivation of the Campme in Bra- .
bant which, accordmg to the Abbé Mann ?, confifted originally of -
the moft barren and arid fand. Many attempts were made by -
private individuals to bring it under cultivation, but without fuccefs; -
which prove that, as a farming proje&, and confidered-as a fole -
dependence, the cultivation of it would not anfwer. Some religious . -
houfes, however, at laft fettled there, and being fupported by ether
funds, and improving the land merely as a fccondary objed, they, by .
degrees, in the courfe of fome centuries, brought nearly the whole
under cultivation, letting it out to farmers as foon as it was fuffi-
c1cnt1y 1mprovcd : :
There is no fpot, however barren, which might not be made .
rich this way, or by the concentrated populatxon ofa manufa&urmg :
town; but this is no proof whatever that with refped to population
and food, population has the precedence, becaufe this concentrated -
population could not poffibly exift, without the preceding exiftence
of an adequate quantity of food in the furplus produce of fome other .
diftrict.. N
In a country hke Brabant or Holland, Where terntory is the
principal want, and not manure, fuch a diftrict as the Campine is

" * Memoir on the Agriculture of the Netherlands, pubh{hed in vol. i, of Communi-
cations to the Board-of Agriculture,, p. 225,

dcfcnbcd
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defcribed to be, may perhaps be cultivated with advantage.: But in
countries, poflefled of a large territory, ‘and- with-a confiderable
quantity of land of a middling-quality, 'thé'a&cmpt to cultivate

fuch -a fpot, would be a palpable mifdircction and w1ﬁc, both of _

individual and national refources. :

The French have already found their crror in bnngmg under
cultivation too great a quantity of poor land.~ They are'now: fenfible
that’ they have employed in this way a ‘portion - of - labour -and
drefling, ‘which would have produced ‘a permanently better effec;,
if it had ‘been ‘applicd to the further - improvement of better land.
Even in China, which is fo fully cultivated and-fo ‘fully peopled,
barren heaths have been noticed i n fome diftriéts ; which prove, that,:
diftrefled .as the people appear to be for fubfiftence, -it does not
anfwer to them to employ any of their manure: on’ fuch.. fpots.
Thefe remarks will be ftill further confirmed, if we recolle&, that
in the cultivation of a large furface of bad land; there muft neceffarily
be a very great wafte of feed corn.

. We fhould not, therefore, be too ready to make inferences agalnﬂ:

the 1ntcrnal cconomy of a country, from the appearance ‘of uncul-

tivated hcaths, without other evidence.” But the fact is, that as
no country has ever reached, or probably ever will fcach, its higheft
poflible achme of produce, it appears always, as if the want of in~
duftry, or the ill-direction of that induftry, was the atual limit to a
further increafe of produce and -population, and not the abfolute
refufal of nature to'yield any more; but a man who is locked up in
a room, may be fairly faid to be confined by the walls of it,. though
he may never touch them; and with regard to the principle of
population, it is never the queftion, whether a country will produce
any more, but whether it may be made to produce a fufficiency to
keep pace with an unchecked increafe of people. In China, the
quettion is not, whether a certain additional quantity of rice might
be raifed by improved culture, but whether fuch an addition could
be cxpc&cd durmg the next twcnty-ﬁvc years, as would be fufficient
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to fupport an additional three hundred millions of people. And in
this country, it is not the queftion, whether by cultivating all our
commons, we could raife confiderably more corn than at prefent ;
but whether we could raife fufficient for a population of ‘twenty
millions in the next twcnty-ﬁvc yeara, and forty mllllons, n’ the

-next fifty years.

- The allowing of the produce of the earth to be abfolutcly unhmltcd
fcarcely removes the weight of a hair from “the argument, which
depends entirely upon the differently inereafing ratios of population
and food: and all that the moft énlightened "governments, and the
moft perfevering and beft guided efforts of induftry can do, is to
make the neceflary checks to population operate more equably, and
in a dire&ion -to produce the leaft evll but to remove them, is a
ta(k abfolutcly hopelcfs. - ' : S

BOOK

E SSA Y,:" &e.

BOOK 1V.

OF OUR FUTURE PROSPECTS RESPECTING TIE REMOVAL OR
| MITIGATION- OF. THE EVILS ARISING FROM THE PRINCIPLE -
OF POPULATION. : : o

CHAP L

Of mor al ;g?; aint, and the foundations qf our obligation to p;aé? _/'e
: this virtue.

As it appears, that in the a&ual ftate of every fociety which has
come within our review, the natural progrefs of population has been
conftantly and powerfully checked; and as it feems evident, that
no improved form of government, no plans of emigration, no bene-
volent mﬁltutlons, and no degree or direction of national mduﬁry,
can prevent the continued a&ion of a great check to increafe in fome
form or other; it follows, that we muft {ubmit to it as an inevit-
able lsw of nature; and the only inquiry that remains, is, how it

may take place with the leaft pofﬁble'prejudicc to the virtue and

happincfs of human focicty. The various checks to population
which have been obferved to prevail in the fame and different
countrics, fecm all to be refolvable 1nto moral reftraint, vice, and
mifery; and if our choice be confined to thefe three, we cannot long
hefitate in our decifion rcfpc&mg which it would be moft cligible to

encourage.

3Qz~ - In

v.

Ui gegtil g LR ke BT et e e R R ey e et g0 e & Z TR R AT
3. S LAREANSL Ses S ST Sanatinans




s T = e AT et —

484 ‘Of moral refiraint, and the foundations of our -~ BOOX 1V, -

‘In the former edition of this effay, I obferved, that, as from the
laws of nature it appearcd, that fome check to population muft
exift, it was better that this check fhould arife ‘from a forcﬁght of
the difficulties attending a family, and the fear of dependent poverty,
than from the afual prefence of. want and ficknefs.. This idea
will admit of being purfued further, and I am inclined to think,
that, from the prevailing opinions refpeding population, which
‘undoubtedly originated in barbarous ages, and have been continued
and circulated by that part of every community, which may be
fuppofed to be interefted in their fupport, we have been prevented
from attending to the clear diftates of reafon and nature on this
fubject.

Natural and moral evil fcem to be the inftruments employed by
the Deity in admonifhing us to avoid any mode of condu&, which
is not fuited to our being, and will confcquently injure our happinefs,
If we be intemperate in cating and drinking, we are difordered;; if
‘we indulge the tranfports of anger, we feldom fail to commit a&s
of which we afterwards repent; if we multiply too faft, we dic

‘ miferably of poverty and contagious difeafes. -The laws of n'tturc‘m
all thefe cafes arc fimilar and uniform. They indicate to us, that
we have followcd thefe impulfes too far, fo as to trench upon fome
other law which _equally demands attention. The uncafinefs we
fccl from rcplctlon, the 1 1n_]ur1cs that we infli& on ourfelves or others
in .anger, and the inconveniencies we fuffer on the approach of
pO\}erty, are all admomtlons to us to regulate thefc impulfes bcttcr,
and if we heed not this admonition, we juftly incur the penalty of
our dxfobedlencc, and our fufferings operate as a warning to others,

From the mattcntlon of mankind hitherto, to the confequences of
mcxcaﬁng too faft, it muft be prefumed, that thefe confcqucnccs are
not fo immediately and powerfully connc&ed with the condud
which leads to them, as in the other mﬁanccs, but the delayed
knowledge of any particular cﬁcé’cs docs not alter their nature, nor
our obligation to regulate our condud accordingly, as foon as we

are

«
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arc. fatisfied - of what this.conduét ought to be. In: many other
inftances it . has not been till after long and painful experience, . that
the condu@ moft favourable to the happinefs of man has been forced
upon his attention. The kind of food, and the mode of preparing
it, beft fuited to the purpofes of- nutrition . and the. gratification of
the palate; the treatment and remedics of different diforders; the bad
cffc@s on the human frame, of low. and marfhy fituations ; .the
invention of the moft convenient and comfortable clothing; . the
conftruction "of good houfes and all the advantages and extended
cn_)oymcnts vhich diftinguifh civilized life ; were not pointed out to
the attention of man at once; but were the flow and late refult of
experience, and of the admonitions received by repeated failures.

Difeafes have been generally confidered as the inevitable inflictions
of Providence; but, perhaps, a great part of them may more jutly be
confidered as indications that we have offended agamﬁ: fome of the
laws of nature. The plague at Conftantinople, and in other towns
of the Eaft, is a conftant admonition of this kind to the inhabitants.
The human conftitution cannot fupport fuch a ftate of filth and
torpor; and as dirt, fqualid poverty, and indolence, are in the hlgheﬂ:
degree unfavourable to happinefs and virtue, it feems a bencvolent
dxfpcnfatxon, that fuch a ftate thould by the laws of nature producc
difeafe and death, as a beacon to others to avoid fplitting on the
fame rock. »

The prevalence of the plaguc in London till the year 1666, ope~
rated in a proper manner on the conduct of our anceftors; and the
removal of nuifances, the conftruéion of drains, the Wldcnmg of
the ftreets, and the giving more room and air ‘to their houfes, had
the cffe@ of eradicating completely this dreadful diforder, and. of
adding greatly to the health and happinefs of the inhabitants.

" In-the hiftory of every epidemick’ it has almoft invariably been
obfcrved that the lower claﬁls of people, whofe food was poor and
mfuﬂicxcnt and who lived crowded together, in fmall and dirty

houfcs, were the pnnmpal yidtims. In what other manner can
’ nature
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nature. point out to us, that if we increafe too faft for the ‘means’ of
fubfiftence, fo as to render it neceflary for a confiderable part of the
fociety. to live in this miferable manner, we havé offended ‘againft
one of her laws.: This law fhe has déclared exaly in the fame

- ‘manner, as fhe declarcs that intemperance in catingand drinking will
be followed by ill health ; and that, however grateful it may be to
s at the moment to indulge théfdpaﬂions to excefs, this indu]gcﬁcc
will ultimately produce unhappinefs. It is as much a law of nature
that repletion is bad for the human frame, as th’a‘t cating and 'drinking,
unattended with this confequence, is good for it. , B
An implicit obedience to the impulfes of our natural paffions
would lead us into the wildeft and moft fatal cxtravagancies; and
yet we have the ftrongeft reafons for believing that all thefe paffions:
- are {o neceflary to our being, that they could not be gencrally
weakened or diminithed, without injuring our happinefs.  The moft

- powerful - and univerfal of all our defires is the defirc of food, -
and of thofe things, fuch as dothing, houfes, &c. which are
immediately neceflary to relieve us from the pains of hunger and
‘cold.” : It is acknowledged by all, that thefe defires put in motion
“the greateft part of that adtivity from which fpring the multiplied
improvements and advantages of civilized life; and that the purfuit
of thefe objects and th¢ gratification of thefe defires form the
«principal happinefs of the larger half of mankind, civilized or
' nncivilizéd, and are indifpen{abl)} ‘neceflary to the more refined
enjoyments of the other half, ‘We are all confcious, of the ineftis
mable benefits that we derive from thefe defires when direGed in a

certain manner; but we are equally confcious, of the evils rcfulting '
from them when not dire@ed in this manner; fo much fo, that
~ fociety has taken upon itfelf to punith moft feverely, what it confiders
as an irregular gratification of them. And yet the defires in both
cafes are cqually natural, and, abftra®edly confidered, equallyvirtuous.
The act of the hungry man who fatisfies his appetite by taking a
Joaf from the thelf of another, is in no refped to be diftinguithed

from

N
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. from the a& of him who does the fame thing with a Io:af'flbif his

oewn, but’by its ~«confcqucncgsf ,-_F;rdmk the confidcration “of “thefe
confequences, we feel the moft perfe® conviction, that ‘if people
were not prevented from gratifying their natural defires with the
loaves in the pofleffion of others, ‘that the number of loaves would
univerfally diminifh. This experience is -the -foundation of the:
laws relating to property, and of the diftinctions of virtue and vice,
in the gratification of defires, othérwifc perfe@ly the fame:
* If the pleafure arifing from the gratification of -thefe propenfities’

W.érc‘uhiverf'ally diminithed in vividnefs, violations ‘ of "property .

would become lefs frequent; but this advantage would be greatly
overbalanced by the narrowing of the fources of enjoyment. The
diminution in the quantity of all thofe productions, which contribute
to human gratification, would be much greater, in proportion, than
the diminution of thefts; and the lofs of general happinefs on the

one fide, would be beyond comparifon greater, than the gain to . !

happinefs on the other.  'When we contemplate the conftant and

fevere toils of the greateft part of mankind, it is impoffible not to

be forcibly imprefled with the refleétion, that the fources of human:
happinefs would be- moft cruelly diminifhed, if the profpe& of a
good meal, a warm houfe, and a comfortable firefide in the
evening, were not - incitements fufficiently vivid, to- give intercf

" and cheerfulnefs to the labours and privations-of the day.

- 'After the defire of food, the moft powerful and general of our
defires, is, the paffion between the fexes, taken in an enlarged fenfe:
Of the happinefs. fpread over human life by this- paffion, very few
are unconfcious. Virtuous love, exalted by friendfhip, feems to be
that fort of mixture of ferifual and intelle@ual-enjoyment, particularly

fuited to the naturc of ‘man, and moft powerfully calculated to

awaken the fympathies of the foul, and produce the moft exquifite

gratifications. . Perhaps there is fcarcely a man who has once expe-

rienced’the genuine delight of virtuous love, however great his:
intellectual pleafures may have . been, that does not look back to
L - the
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ff\c'l)criqd,_as the funny fpot, in his whole life, where his imagi-~

nation loves moft to bafk, which he recolle@s,and contemplates
wi th the fondeft regret, and which he would moft . with to live
over again. Lo e .

- It has been faid by Mr. Godwin, in order to fhew the cvident
infcriqrity of the pleafures of fenfe, “ Strip the commerce of the
¢ {exes of all its attendant circumftances, and it would be generally
¢ defpifed.” -He might as well fay.to a man who admired trecs,
firip them of their fpreading branches, and lovely foliage, and what
beauty can you fec in a bare pole? But it was the tree with the
branches and foliage, and not without them, that excited admiration.
It is « the fymmetry of perfon, the vivacity, the voluptuous foftnefs
“« of temper, the affcctionate kindnefs of fecling, the imagination
¢ and the wit*” of a woman, which excitc the paffion of love, and
not the mere diftinétion of her being a female. ‘
- It is a very great miftake to fuppofe, that the paffion between the

* fexces, only operates and influences human condu&, when the imme-

diate gratification of it is inAcontempklation. The formation and
fteady. purfuit of fome particular plan of life, has been’ juftly con-
fidered as one of the moft permanent  fources: of  happinefs ; but I

am inclined to believe, that there are not many of thefe plans formed,

that are not conneéed, in a confiderable degree, . with - the profpe&

of the gratification of this paffion, and with the fupport of children
arifing from it. The evening meal, the warm houfe, and the com-
fortable firefide, would lofe half of their intereft, if we were to exclude.
the idca of fome object of affection with whom they were to be.

- fhared. o :
‘We have alfo great reafon. to belicve, that the paffion between the.

fexcs has . the moft pOWerful -tendency to .foften and -meliorate the
human character, and: keep it more alive to all the kindlier emotions

of benevolence and pity. . Obfervations on favage life have generally.
“tended to prove, that nations in which this paffion appeared to: be

lefs vivid, - were diftinguithed by a ferocious .and 'malignant fpirit ;.

* Political Juftice, vol. i. b.i. c.v. p.72. 8vo.
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-and particularlj by tyranny and cni'cltyﬁtb't;he fex. -If, indeced, - this

bond of - conjugal affection -were confiderably weakened;: it feems
I‘Jrgbablc,t cither that the man would make ufe of his {uperior phyfical
ftrength, and turn his wife into a flave, as among the gencrality of
favages; or at beft, that every little inequality of temper which muft ™
neceflarily occur between two’ perfons, “would produce “a_total .
alicnation of affe@ion ; and this could hardly take place, : without a
diminution of . parental fondnefs and care, which would ‘have the

moft. fatal effe& on the happinefs of fociety. : :

- ... It .may be further remarked, ‘that ! obfervations -on- the human

character in different countries, warrant us in the conclufion, that
the paffion is ftronger, and its gencral effeds in producing génfldnéﬁ,“
kindnefs, and fuavity of manners, much . more ‘powerful;- where .
obftacles are thrown in the way of very carly and univerfal grati-
ﬁcat_ioﬁn.‘ ~In fome of the fouthern countrics :where. every impulfe
may be almoft immediately . indulged, the paflion -finks inte merc
animal defire, is foon weakened and almoft cxtinguiihéd by excefs;-
and its influence on the chara@er is _extremely confined.; But in-
Europcan countrics, where, though the women are not fecluded, ycé
manners have impofed confiderable reftraints on this gra’tiﬁcation‘, the

A p;}ﬁio;i not only rifes in force, but in | the univerfality and beneficial

tendency of its effedts, and has often the moft influence “in the

" formation and improvement of the charadter, where it is the leaft

gratified. . - T,
Confidering then the paffion between the fexes in él:_l its bearings

‘and relations, and. including the endearing engagement of parent -

and child refulting from it, few will be difpofed to deny that it is
one of the principal- ingredients of human happinefs, i, Yet cxpé-"
rience teaches us that much evil flows from the i'rrcgu'lax: gratification -
6:f it; and though the evil be of little weight in the fecale, whch'
cérpparcd with the ‘good; yet its ‘abfolu.tc,.qu'ant‘ity cannot be
inconfiderable, on account of the ftrength and imiverfality of the
paffion. It is evident, however, from the general conduét of aj)
3R . ' governments
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governmeénts in their diftribution of : punifhments; ‘that the evil
refulting from this caufcis not fo great, and fo immediately daﬁgérous :

to focicty, ‘as ‘the irregular gratification of the !defire of property,
but placing thls evil in the moft formidable: pomt of view, we
“fhould " evidently purchafc. a diminution of it at a’ very dear price,
by the extin&ion or diminution of the paffion which caufes it; a
change, which would probably convert human life, either into a cold
and cheerlefs blank, or a fcene of favage and mercilefs ferocity. ¢
A careful attention to the ‘remote as well as immediate effects
ofall the human paffions, and all the’ gcncral laws of nature, leads us
ftrongly to the concluﬁon, that, under the’ plcfcnt con{’mtutlon of
things, -few or none of them'would admit of being gleatly dimi-
nifhed, without narrowing the fources of good, more powcrfully th'm
the fources of evil: And the reafon feems to be obvious. They are,
in fa&, the matcrlals of all our pleafures, as well as of all our p'uns

- of all our happmcfs, as well as of all our mlfcry, of all our virtues, as

“well as of all our vices. It muft therefore be regulatlon and dlrc&lon
that are wanted, not diminution or extin&ion.’ i

Itis Juﬁly obferved by Dr. Palcy, that, ¢ Human paffions’ are
“ ‘exther ncceﬁ'ary to human weltare, or capablc of bcmg madc, and
“in'a great maJonty of inftances in fa& made, conducwe to ‘its

e happmcﬁ.A Thefe paffions ‘are: ﬁrong and gcneral and pcrhaps_'

¢ would not anfwer ticir purpofc, unlefs they weré fo. ' But ﬁrength
“ and gcucrahty, when it is cxpedient that partlculdr c1rcumﬁances
“ fhould be refpected,: become, if left to" themfelves,” excefs and
« mifdirection. : From whlch excefs ‘and mlfdlrcéhon, thc wccs of
“mankind (the caufes no donbt of much m:fcry) appear to fprmg
¢ This account, while it ﬂlews us the” pr1nc1plc of vice, thews ils
“:at the fame time, the province of reafon and fclf-govcrnmcnt“ ?

: Our virtue, thercfore,” as reafonable bcmgs, evidently confifts in
educmg, from thc gcneral tTl"I.t’CI‘l'dlS Whlch thc Creator has placcd

4
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to be dlﬂ:mgulfhcd by thc1r confcqucnccs, a ﬁn& attentxon to thcfc
confequences, and; the ; rcgulatlon of ,our _condu& conformably to
thcm, muft be confidered as-our prmmpal duty. s

Thc fecundlty of the human {pecics is, in fome refpc&s, a dxftm&
conﬁdcratxon from the paffion’ between . the: Aexes, as it cmdcnt])
depcnds morc upon the power of women in bearing children, than
upon’, the -ftrength or weaknefs - of this, paﬁion Tt is, however,
a law, ;exactly fimilar |in its, grcat fcqturcs -to, all thc other, laws

. of nature. . It is ﬁrong and gencral, and apparcntly w0u1d not adxmt

of any vcry conﬁdcrable ;diminution, ; without ; being madcqudtc
toits -objed; . the. evils: arifing ; from ;. it. arc 1nc1dcntal to thefe
ncccﬁ'ary quahtlus of. ﬁ:rcngth and generality ; and; thefe :evils arc

‘capable of bcms very greatly mntxgated and rcndcred comparatxvcly

light by human cnergy and virtue. We cannot. but conceive, ;that
it 1s an obJe& of .the Creator, th'lt ‘the earth fhould be replenifhed, -
at leaft to a confiderable degree ; “and it appears - to -me - clear, ! that
this . could - not - be effe@ed,  without :a tendency in population to
increafc fafter than food; and as with the pmfcnt law of increafe,
the peopling of the ‘earth  does. not _proceed ‘very rapidly, . we haye
undoubtedly fome reafon to bchcvc, ‘that this law is not too power-
ful for its apparent object. The dcﬁrc of the means of fubfiftence
would be comparatlvcly conﬁncd in its effeés,” and - would - fail of
producing that gencral '1&1V1ty fo' neceflary to ‘the improvement
of the human  facultics, ‘were’ it not ' for the ftrong-and univerfal
cffort of population, to-increafc with: greater ‘rapidity than-its
fupplies. ; If thefe- two: tendencics “were exaétly ‘balanced, I do
not fece what motive there would - be, fufficiently ftrong, to over-
come .the acknowledged indolence of man,’ and make him proceed
in' the cultivation of : the* foil. « - The - population of -any  large "
tcmtory, howéver fertile, .would bc as hkcly to ftop at ﬁ\«c hundred,
or five ithoufand, as at five ° mllhons, or ‘fifty millions. "“Such - a
balance therefore, would clearly defeat onc great purpofe of creation ;
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and if the qucfhon be mcrcly a' qucfhon 6 -dcgrcc, a’ qucﬂ:xon of
oy lxttlc morc, or alittle lefs," ﬁrcngth wc ‘may faxr]y diftruft our
Compctencc to Judéc of -the precife quantlty neccﬁ'ary to anfwer the

och& \nth the {fmalleft - fum * of - mcxdental evil, 7t In thc prefcnt‘

ftatc of thmgs we appear to havc under .our guxdance a grcat power,

. mpable of pcoplmg a defert rcglon in"a fmall number’ of years, and

3ct under other cn‘cumftances, capable of bcmg conﬁncd by human

energy and vxrtue, ‘to any | hmlts, /howcver narrow, ‘at the expence -

of a- fmall’ comparatlvc quantlty of evil. The: analogy of -all the
other laws of ; naturc would be completely violated, if in this mﬁancc

alone, there Wcre no" provxﬁon for accxdcntal fanlures, no rcfources ’
, auam{’c the vices of mankind,” “or ' the partlal mlfchlcfs rcfultmg from

othcr general Iaws To"effe@ ' the : apparent ob_]e& without any'
attendant evil,’ it *is evident, that a perpetual changc in the law of .

increafe would be neceflary, . varymg with the varying c1rcumﬁances
of each country a But inftead of this, it is-not only more confonant
to the. ana]ogy of the other parts of nature,” but we have reafon’ to

‘‘‘‘‘

_think, ‘that it is more conducwc to thc formatxon and i improvement
“of the human ‘mind, that thc law ﬁ:ould be umform, and the evils,

incidental to it 'under certain - c1rcumfta‘1ces, be left to be mltlgatcd

or'removed ' by man himfelf. - HIS dutles in this cafe vary with ‘his

fituation ;and he is thus. kept morc alwe to the confcqucnccs of his
a&lons, and his faculties have cvg'lently greater play and .Opportunity

"of i xmprovcmcut than if the evil were rcmovcd by aperpctual changc
--of the la.w, according to circumftances. i ; fone ¥ o

2t

“Even: if from paﬁions too eafily fubducd for the facﬂxty of 1111czt
mtcrcourfc, a ﬁatc of celibacy were:a mattcr of indifference, and
fot a ftate of fomc privation, the. end of naturein the  peopling of
the earth would bc apparently liable to be defeated. ... It is of the very

utmoft importance to the happinefs of mankind, that they thould not

increafe too faft; but it does not appear’ that the objé& to be accom-
plithed, would admxt of any very ‘confiderable” diminution inthe
defire of marnagc. It is clcarly the duty of cach 1nd1vxdu'11 not to

’ mm'ry
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marry ‘il he has a profpcét of fupportmg his children ; ; butitisat
the fame time to be wifhed, that he fhould retain undiminithed
his defire of marriage, in order that he may exert himfelf to realize

~ this profpe& and be ftimulated to make prowﬁon for the fupport of

i [

‘ grcatcr numbers. LTS SRR

It is cvidently thereforc, regulation and diteion that is rcqulred
with regard to the prmcxplc of popuhtxon, not diminution on
alteration. And if moral reﬂ:ramt be the only virtuous rnodc of
avoiding the incidental evils anﬁnv from this principle,. our ob-
ligation to praé'hfe it will cv1dent1y reft cxa&ly upon the. famc
foundation, as our obhgatxon to: pra&lfe any of the othcr vn'tucs,
the foundatton of utility.’s oo Gy il T T e et D

. “Whatever indulgence we’ may be dlfpofed to allow to occaﬁoml

faitures in the difcharge of a duty, of acknowledged difficulty; yet,
of the firi@ line of .duty, dl}t:lng the period of . celibacy, . whatever:

that may. be, we cannot.doubt.'i And, with regard to the neceflity:

of this celibacy in’ éountrics'that have beén long  peopled, or our
obligation not to marry_till we have: a fair profpeé’c of being able to-

fupport aur clnldren, it will .appear to deferve ‘the attention of the.

moralift; - if it can be: proved, :that-an attention to this obhgatlon Is

of more effe& in the preventlon of. tgnfcry, than all the other virtues

combulcd ‘and that if, in v1olatu§n of this duty, it. werc the gcneral
cuﬁom to. follow the firft- unpulfc of nature, and marry at-the age

of pubcrty, the:, umvcrfal prevalcnce of every known virtne in" the |

greateft concewablc degree; ‘weuld fail of refcuing - foclcty from the-
moft wretched and dcfpcrate flate. of want; and all. thc dxfcafcs and
iammcs whlch ufu’tlly accompany 1t. S '
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O~k of the. princi.pal_ reafons, which has prév'cntcd an aflfent to the
do@rine of the conftant tendency of population:to increafe beyond
the means of fubfiftence, is, a great unwillingnefs to believe, that the
Dcity would, by the laws of nature, bring beings into exifténce, which;

by the laws of nature, could not be fupported in that exiftence. ! But,

if, in addition to that general activity and direction of .our induftry
put in motion by thefe laws, we further confider, . that the’inci-
dental evils arifing from them, are conftantly directing our attention
to the prol;cf check to population, moral reftraint; ‘and if .it appear,
that by a ftrict obedience to thofe duties which -are pointed out to
us by ‘the. light of nature anél *gcafon, and are confirmed -and
fan@ioned by revelation, thefe cv1ls may be- avoided, - the’ objection

will, I truft, be removed, and i apparent 1mputat10n on the good--
‘nefs of the Deity be done away. : '

D _,«1“. Sl
The heathen moralifts never reprefented happmefs as attainable
on carth, but through the medium of virtuc; and among their
virtues, prudcncc ranked in the firft clafs, and by fome was even
confidered as including cvery .other. The chriftian religion places
our prefent as well as futurc happinefs in the exercife of thofe
virtues which tend to fit us for a ftatc of fuperior enjoyment ; and
the fubjéction of the paffions to the guidance of -reafon, which, if
not the whole, is a principal branch of prudcncc, is in confequence
moft particularly inculcated.

If,

cusr.1t.  Of the Effects which wonld refult fo Society, &e. 49 5.;
it If, for the fake of illuftration, :we might be permitted to rclra.\'g\'r a
pi&ure of fociety, ‘in which,: each individual endeavoured to attain
happinefs by-the ftri& fulfilment” of thofc duties: which' the moft

: enhghtencd of . the antient’ philofophers deduced from the laws “of

nature, : and which have been dn‘c&ly taught, and reccived fuch
powcrful fan&ions in the moral codc of Lhn{hamty, it would prcfcnt

.a:very differént fcéne - from that which’ we now contemplate,

Every a& which was prompted by the defire’ of 1mmed1atc gratifi-

cation, but wlnch thrcatened an ultimate overbalance of pam, would

be conﬁdercd as a breach of duty ; and, confcqucntly, no man whofc
earnings werc only fufficient to maintain two- cluldren, would put
himfelf in a fituation in  which he might have to maintain four or
five, however he might be prompted to it by the p'lﬂlon of love.
This prudcntlal reftraint, if it were 0'c:nerally 'ldoptcd by narrowing
the fupply of labour in thc markct, would, in the natural courfe of
thmbs, foon raife its price. The period of delayed gratlﬁcatlon would
be p'lﬁcd in faving the e’trnmgs ‘which were above the wants of a
fingle man, and in acquiring habits of fobriety, induftry, and cconomy,
which. would enable him, in a few years, to enter into the matri-
monial contra& without fear of i its confequences. "The opcratmn of
the preventive check in this Way by . conftantly keeping the popu-
lation within the limits of the’ food " though conftantly following its
increafe, would give a real valuc1 to the rife of wages, and - the
fums faved by labourcrs bcforc marnagc, ~very different from thofc
forced advances i m thc pmcc of labour, or arbitrary parochlal do-
nations, which, in proportlon to their magmtudc and cxtenﬁvcnefs,
muit of neccﬁity be followed by a proportmnal advance in the price
of prov1ﬁons. As the wages of labour would thus be fufficient to

maintain with dcccncy a large family, and ‘as every 1 marncd couple,
would fet out with a fum for contmgcncms, all fquahd poverty
would be removed from f001cty, or, at leaft, be confined to-a very

few, who had fallen into mlsfortuncs agamﬂ; wlu(.h, no prudence .

or forcﬂght could prov1dc. IR e .
The
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. The interval between the age of puberty, and the period at which
each individual might venture on: marriage,” muft, according to the
fuppofition, be pafled in ftri& chaftity ; :becaufe the law. of c.hé.{}.'gty
cannot be violated without producing cvil.. The effe& of any thing "
like a promifcuous -interc’ourfc,(;if_vhich prevents the birth of .ch_ildren,A
is evidently to weaken the beft affeCtions of the heart, and, in a very
marked manner, to degrade the female chara&er. - And any other
" intercourfe, would, without improper arts, b{ing as many chil.drcn
 into the fociety as marriage, with a much greater probability of their
becoming a burden to it. - L
" . Thefe confiderations fhew, that the virtue of g:haﬂ:ity is not, as
fomc have fuppofed, a forced produce of artificial fociety ; - but that it
has the moft real and. folid foundation in nature and reafon ; being
épparcntly,thc ohly virtuous mean of avoiding the vice and mifery
which refult from the principle of population. - .

BN
[

i

- In fuch a fociety as we have been fuppofing, it might be neceflary -

for both fexes to pafs many of the early ycars of life in the fingle
ftate; and if this were gcﬁcml, -there” would - certainly be _room
for a much greater number to marry afterwards, o tha}t fewer, upon
the whole, would be condemned to pafs their lives in celibacy. . If the
cuftom of not marrying carly prevailed generally, and if violations of
ch.aficity were equally difhonourab’].‘(':kir'i both fexes, a more familiar and’
friendly intercourfc between them might take place withpu't dangér.‘
Two young people might converfe together intimately, ’vx.’lthoug its
being immediately fuppofed, that they either intended marriage or in-
triguc; anda much better opportunity would thus be given to both

fexes of finding out kindred difpofitions, and of forming thofc ftrong -

and lafting attachments, without which; the married ftate is generally

~more productive of mifery than :of happines. The carlier years of -

lifc would not be fpent without love, though without the full grati- -
ﬁéatiorg of it. The paffion, inftead of being extinguifhed, as it now
tpo frequently is by early fenfuality, would only be reprefled for a
time, that it might afterwards burn with a brightcr, purer, .and .

fteadier
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fteadicr flame; and ‘the happinefs of the married ftate, inftead of an
opportunity of immediate indulgence, would be looked forward to,
as the prize of indufiry and virtue, and the reward of a genuine and
conftant attachment 2, S :

- The paffion of love is a powerful ftimulus in the formation of
chara&er, and often prdmpts to the moft noble and generous cxer-
tions ; but thisis only when the affe®ions are centered in onc objcét;
and generally, when full gratification is delayed by difficulties . The
heart is pcrhaps never {o much difpofed to - virtuous condu&, and
certainly at ho time is the virtue of chattity fo little difficult to men,
as when under the influence of fuch’ a paffion. Late marriages
taking place in this way, would be very different from thofe of the
fame name at prefent, where the union is too fréqucntly prompted
{olely by interefted views, and the" parties meet, not unfrcqucntly; i
with exhaufted conftitutions, and generally with exhaufted affe@ions.
The late fnarriages at prefent, are indecd principally confined to the
men; and there are few, however advanced in life they may be, who,

'

* Dr. Currie, in his interefting obfervations on the charaGer and condition of the Scotch

Peafantry, which he has prefixed to his life of Burns, remarks, with a juft knowledge of

human nature, that ¢ in appreciating the happinefs and virtue of a community, there is
¢ perhaps no fingle criterion on which fo much dependence may be placed, as the flate
of the intercourfe between the fexes, Where this difplays ardour of attachment, accom-
panied by purity of condu@, the chara@er and the influence of women rife, our imper-
fect nature mounts in the feale of moral excellence; and, from the fource of this ﬁng]é
affe&tion, a ftream of felicity defcends, which branches into a thoufand rivulets, that
cnrichand adorn the field of life. Where the attachment between the fexes finks into
*‘ an appetite, the heritage of our fpecies is comparatively poor, and man approaches te
¢ the cond:tion of the brutes that perith.” Vol.i. p. 18. :

" B Dr. Currie obferves, that the Scottifh peafant, in the courfe of his paffion, often excrts

3

¢
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" a fpirit of adventute, of which a Spanifh cavalier need not be afhamed, Burns’ Works,

vol.i. p. 16. It is not to be doubted, that this kind of romantic paffion, which, Dr, C.
fays, charalerizes the attachments of the humbleft of the people of Scotland, and which
has been greatly foftered by the elevation of mind given to them by a fuperior education,
has had 2 moft powerful and moft beneficial influence on the national chara@er,
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if they determinc to rmarry, do not fix their choice on a véry ?roung
wif;:. A young woman, without fortune, when fthe has pafled her
twenty-fifth year, begins - to fear, and with reafon, that {he may lead
a life of celibacy; and with a heart capable of forming a ftrong
attachment, feels, as each year creeps on, her hopes of finding an
obje& on which to reft her affe@ions gradually dimigiﬂii'xxg,' and the
uneafinefs of her fituation aggravated by the filly and unjuft preju-
dices of the world. " If the general age of marriage among women
were later, the period of youth and hope would b¢ pz'olgngcd, and
fewer would be ultimately difappointed. ‘

| 'That a change of this kind would be a moft decided advantage to

v fhc more virtuous half of fociety, we ~cannot for a moment doubt,
‘Howeverimpatiently the privation might be borneby the men, it would

be fupported by the women readily and cheerfully ; and if they could ‘

look forwards with juft confidence to marriage at twentyv-eing or
thirty, I fully believe, that if the matter were left to their fr¢c ChOlCC,‘
they would clearly prefer waiting till this period, to the being involved

in all the cares of a large family at twenty-five, The moft eligible
v',ag‘c of - marriage, however, could not be fixed ; but muft dcpend on

circumftances and fituation, and muft be determined entirely by
cxperience. There 1s no period of human life at which nature more
ftrongly prompts to an union of the fexes, than from feventeen or
cighteen, to twenty. In every ’foci‘cty above that ftate of dcprcﬁi.on
which almoft excludes reafon and forefight, thefe carly tendencies
muft ncccffaﬁlj be reftrained; and if, in the actual flate f’f things,
fuch a reftraint on the impulfes of nature be found unavoidable, at

~ what time can we be confiftently releafed from it, butat that period,

whatever it may be, when in the exifting circum{’ca{nces of the foci-
“cty a fair profpeét prefents itfelf of maintaining a family. .
The'difficalty of moral reftraint, will perhaps be objeéted to this

do&@rine. -To him who does not acknowledge the authority of the

Chriftian religion, I have only to fay, that, after the moft careful
' ' : - invefti-
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inveftigation, this virtue appears to be abfolutely neceffary, in order to
avoid certain evils which would otherwife refult- from the general
laws of nature. According to his own principles, it is” his duty to
'fitu‘rfuc the greateft good .confiftent with thefe laws; and not to fail
in this important end, and produce an overbalance of mifery, by a
partial obedience to fome of the dictates of nature while he negleéts
others. The path of virtuc, though it be the only path which leads
to permanent happinefs, has always been reprefented by the heathen
moralifts, as of difficult afcent. . '

- To the Chriftian I would fay, that the fcriptures moft clearly and
precifely point it out to us as our duty, to reftrain our paffions within
the bounds of rcafon; and it is a palpab]c difobedience of this law, te
indulge our defires in fuch a mannet, as reafon tells us, will unavoid-
ably end in mifery. The Chriftian cannot confider the difficulty of
moral reftraint as any argument againft its being his duty ; fince in
almoft every page of the facred writings, man is defcribed as encont-
pafled on all fides by temptations, which it is cxtrémcly difficult to
refift; and though no dutics are enjoined, which do not contribute
to his happinefs on earth as well asin a future ftate, yet an undevi-
ating obedience is never reprefented as an cafy tafk.

There is in general fo firong a tendency to love in carly youth,
that it is cxtremely difficult, at this period, to diftinguifh a genuine,
from a tranfient paffion. If the carlier years of life were pafled by
both fexes in moral reftraint, from the greater facility that this would

give to the meceting of kindred difpofitions, it might even admit of .

a doubt whether more happy marriages would not take place, and:
confcqﬁeﬁtly more pleafure from the paflion of love, than in a ftate
fuch as that of America, the circumftances of which would allow of
a very carly union of the fexes. But if we comparc the intercourfe
of the fexcs in fuch a fociety as I have been fuppofing, with that
whiph now exifts in Europe, taken under all its circumftances, it
may fafely be aflerted, that, independently of the load of _mifery

which would be removed by the prevalence of moral reftraint, the -

fum
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fum’ of pleafurable - fenfations from the Paﬁion of lovc: WC.vul'd be
; in a very great degree. L o
1nCIrff3 ijzdc;ZId fup};)ffe {.uéhga fyftem' general, the acceffion of ham:g
nefs to fociety in its internal cconomy, ?vould fc‘arcelydbch grea e?
than in its external relations. -It might fairly be expeé?:c t {a{t warf‘
that great peft of the human race, onﬂd, under fu‘ch c1rcun11 gncc.s;:
foon ceafe to extend its ravages fo widely, and fo frequcnt Y, as i
does at prefent, and might ultimately perhap? ceafe entirely. ot
One of its firft caufes, and moft powerful impulfes, \_zva;s1 undoubt-
edly an infufficiency of room and food;. and, greatly as tfe Clrcuq}-
ftances of mankind have changed fince it firft bcgan, the 'clx.rncz1 caufe
ftill continues to operate, and to produc.e, though ina fme}l er degree,
the fame cffe@s. The ambition of princes woul.d want mﬁ'rug_;cnts
of deftrucion, if the diftrefles of the lch.r. claﬁes‘ of people did not
drive them under their ftandards. A recruiting ferjfaant always prays
for a bad harveft, and a want of employment, or, in other words, a
edur ulation. - ,
erI‘rlln?l?: izi(l)gér agés of the world, when war was the. great buﬁnpf}s
of mankind, ‘and the drains of population 'from this ce.lufc wer.:aci
beyond comparifon, greater than in.moder'n t.lmes, the legiflators an -
ftatefmen of cach country, advcrtuTg principally to ?he means o
offence and defence, encou;agcd an increafe of Pcople in every poﬁi&
Blcvway', fixed a ftigma on barrennefs and cclibacy, and 110:39.11?6:
marriage. - The popular religious followed thefe prevailing opl.mons%
In many countries, the prolifick power of nature was the ob_]c.& 0(1
folemn worfhip. In the religion of Mahon'let, lench was eﬁabhﬂled
by the fword, and the promulgation 9f which, in (?onfeqflcnce, coul
not be unacconipanied by an extraordinary deftruction of its followers,
the procreation of children to glorify the Creator, was laid down z;s:
onc of the prinCipal dutics of man ; anfl he who had the mvod
numerous offspring, was confidered as having beft z}nfwcred the en
of his creation. The prevalence of fuch moral fentiments had natu-

rally a great cffec in encouraging marriage; and the rapid procrea-
ally a g \ tion

R
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tion which followed, was partly the effe® and’ partly the caufe of
inceflant  war. . The vacancies occafioned by former -defolations

made room for the rearing of freth fupplics ; and the overflowing

.

rapidity, with which thefe fupplies followed, conftantly furnithed
frefh incitements' and  frefh inftruments for renewed hoftilities.
Under the influence of fuch moral fentiments, it is difficult to con-
ceive how the fury of inceflant war fhould ever abate.

It is a pleafing confirmation of the truth and divinity of the Chrif-
tian religion, and of its being adapted to a more improved ftatc of
human focicty, that it places our duties refpecting marriage, and the
procreation of children, in a different light from that in which they
were before beheld. h . : C

Without entering minutely into the fubject, which would: evi-
dently lead too far, I think it will be admitted, that if we apply the
fpirit of St. Paul’s declarations refpeéting marriage, to the prefent
ftate of fociety, and the known conftitution of our nature, the natu- -
ral inference feems to be, that when marriage does not interfere -
with higher duties, it is right ; when it does, it is wrong. “Accord-
ing to the genuine principles of moral fcience, “ The method of
“ coming at the will of God from the :light of naturc is to inquire
into the tendency of the acion to proniotc or diminifh the general
¢ happinefs®.” There are perhaps few actions that tend fo dire&ly
to diminith the general happinefs, as to marry without the means of
fupporting children. He who commits - this a&, therefore, clearly
offends againft the will of God; and having become a burden on the
fociety in which he lives, and plunged himfelf and family into a |
fituation, in which virtuous habits are preferved with more difficulty
than in any other, he appears to have violated his duty to his neigh-
bours and to him{felf, and thus to have liftened to the voice of paffion:
in oppofition to his higher obligations, o L

Ina focicty, fuch as I have fuppofed, all the members 6f swhich

€<

* Paley’s Moral Philofophy, vol, i, b. ii, c. iv. p. 6s.
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CHAP. II, Jrom the general prattice of this virtue,
endeavour to attain happinefs by obedience to the moral code,

L virtue by the happinefs that it produces,
. the light of nature, and enforced by ftrong fanétions in | | our conceptions 1 be oty
derived ﬁ‘ofl.l . he ,g is evident that no fuch marriages could talgc | of natuns rcrpc&ing e
revealed religion, it is ion of a redundant population, in this way, imﬁutation, therefore, on the benevolence of the Dee
Do remore. P ot the incipal caufes, and certainly the principal ' } founded on thefe laws which is not equally applic
s of e Ofl th.e pr:injfihe fam,c fime tend powerfully to  cevils neceflarily incidcr;tal to an imperfec ftate of
mcz'ns toef Zgz?cﬁ:(:v: ‘;':.t:alm;)‘olitical diforders, internal tyranny and e ne :
A a ‘
ic;:e:rclal tumult, which mutually produce each other. . "
Weak in offenfive war, in a war of defence, fuch a focify;r \:;o?hc
be ftrong as a rock of adamant. Where every fan‘{lly po ; c;s he
- neceflaries of life in plenty, and a decent portion of its comfor > o
conveniences, there could not c:.nﬁ; t.hat. hope of cha.nge, h(‘)rhaf oett
that melancholy and diﬂleajggnln% ' mdlili"erct:;lc;;:o :‘t,l ;: ::hatowm
ime: s the lower claffes of people ay, - u
:c :l rrcl;(;sn?{: O?itzannot be worfe off than we arc flowl. Ev;:lr);nl:;::f
and hand would be uqitcd to repel an mvadcfl, when .eac ndivi-
dual felt the value of the folid advantages wlncl} l;)e ‘en_]odye r, aCd 2
: profpe& of change prefented lonl.y a profpect of being depriv
tlm:sl.it appears, therefore, that it is in t-he powcrdoffcaf:}l mdl{:/]ll(tilt:lal
to avoid all the evil confcqu?-nccs to hlrngclf‘ an ] oc1c' )tur(:c‘:lcarl%
from the principle of population, by the praﬁlcc-o {z}lVlr ¢ clea il}l
dicated to him by the light of nature, and cxpre hs y f;nJ din
revealed religion; and as we have reafon to think t at. the exe
o “‘-1" irtuc to a certain degree, would rather tend to n-xcreafc than
0? tl'lls'f; lr'nudcividual happinefs; we can have no reafon .tf) 1'mpcach the
;itllz‘cncl olflthc Deity, becaufe his general laws lmake_lth1sttV1r:;uitns;::){l’-l-
ith ces againft it by the evils attenda ‘
{ra?;’ Ztrfl rt’l:l::n}?;u?;] rtﬁfﬁiccom%)any the various forms of prcmatu{;,
?llcat’h. A ‘really virtuous fociety, fuchb:'is&l I}a\;;cfé};}e);)gl(‘i,mu:;eé
i /i is the apparent object of
‘av"‘? thc{c_ N llli. tlI:: ains \sﬁich accompany it, and to lead us to
us from wicc by P ; ’ eto
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This obje& appears to
of a benevolent Creator, The laws.
ation, tend to promote this objet. No
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CHAPD II.
T ’Of the o}z/_}' cffetual mode of improving the condition qf the Poor.

1 or {yftem of duties, hovx"evcfr,
Hz who publl;?ccfoivil:::;;lo; ot?:: ﬁroné obligatiot} on f’.ac'h 11'1‘1(1:
ﬁfmly E:c. é{tlllayto conform to it, has never the folly to u‘n.ag.mc t 1?t1i1d
:igilzﬂc ;;inrfally or even generally I;m&i{;d. I]?uitt ir;ielstzz } :mc
‘ i icati e code. s
ObJ:C&ion agal[l!cil)c aﬁ: Psultl):l:\(/:: t;;glizgt; lWe thould be totally with.out
o Wo"l d toythc vices of mankind arifing from tcmptfltl.on,
gene;‘;lguf;(iegr; much longer lift, than we have at prefent, of v1c§s
would be : .

from ignorance. : A

1 from the 1
. 'iUdgl:;%rrlgz(c)lr)r; ;chundant population, on the onc hand, and of the
mifery a :

i 1 ‘ e female fex, arifing from pro-
CV'nS e l'm'happlr:gs ?oI;laZ;i:uiztlll;lc{',t (; tdho not fee how it is poﬂibl{e for
| | mifenon mtelicouckn’owlcdges the principle of utility as t¥1e g'rclat oun-
any‘ perfon, ¥ 10 :o efcape theconclufion that moral reftraint, till we lin'e
datlonOf{n'om . fupport a family, is the ftrict line of duty; and when
ina cofldltfo'n tl(;) Ii)rI:to the queftion, this duty undoub.tedly rccc:es
rovelasion i'u;acsrr:ﬂrmation. At the fame time, I believe that few
very powe :

. vinced of the
ight of nature, if we feel convinced o

. . " and
f his fubje¢t than [am; an
i neral condu&@ of men ont ‘
| Chang? ;’n t}}(c:)x%cwhy, in the laft chapter, I allov@d m'yfelf to (fi':gszui
ﬂ;\c Chlc' crrc;;l p;cvalericc of this virtue, was, that I might en
the univ

. ing
i i efs of the Deity, by thew:
' | * to remove any imputation on the goodne e
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that the evils ériﬁng from the principle of population were c:;:aétly

- of the fame nature as the generality of other evils which excite

- fewer complaints, that they were increafed by human ignorance and
“indolence, and diminithed by human knowledgc and virtﬁc; and on
the fupvpoﬁtion, that each individual ftridly fulfilled his duty, would
be almoft totally removed ; and this, without any general diminution

of thofe fources of pleafure, ariﬁng from the regulated indu]gencc of

~the paffions, which have been Jjuftly confidered as the principal

ingredients of human happinefs, ,
If it will anfwer any purpofe of illuftration, T fee no harm in draw-

ing the picure of a fociety in which each individual is fuppofed

ftriGly to fulfil his duties ; nor does a writer appear to be Jjuttly
liable to the imputation of being vifionary, unlefs he make fuch uni-
verfal or general obedience neceflary to the practical utility of his
fyftem, and to that degrec of moderate and partial improvement,

which is all that can rationally be expedted from the moft complete
knowledge of our duties, : '

good, which we may not diftinély comprehend, or the effe@ of
which may be weakened by diftance and diffufion, The happinefs
of ‘the whole is to be the refult of the happinefs of individuals, and
to begin firft with them. No co-operation is required. Every ftep
tells.  He who performs his duty faithfully will reap the full fruits
of it, whatever may be the number of others who fail, - This duty
1s exprefs, and intelligible to the - humbleft capacity. "It is. merely
that he is not to bring beings into the world for whom he cannot

' 3T . find

e e r*~~~-~~<-s..;._,ia%“.~u»m%m,:z_».

i i

SN S

e e



P Sty

WSS

5006 - Gf the only effectual mode of :
;ind the means of fupport. . When once this fubject is ._clcz}rgdv from
the o‘a‘)fcuri.ty' thrown over it by parochial Ala?vs;and prwatc,bcp‘g:v?-;
lence, every man muft fecl the ftrongeft qopv1&10n of fugh_ an obh-
gation. If he cannot fupport_his childrgn, they muft ftarve; and if
he marry in the face of a’ fair probability that Ile. hall not be able
to fupport his children, he is guilty ?f all thf: cv11.s w?uch hc t};}fs
Brings upon himfelf,v. his wife, and his oﬁ’sprl.ng. It‘ is clearly 1is.
intereft, and will tend greatly to promote }-ns' happmc{%, to vdcfcz»‘
marryiné, till, by induftry and cconomy, he isin a cap'flcxty to' fup-
p.ort the children that he may reafonably expect from hls_ marriage ;
and as he cannot in the mean time gratify his paffions, vsrnthou? vio-
iating an cxprefs command of God, and running a great ritk of: injur-
ing himfelf, or fome of his fellow creatures, confiderations o.f }11? own
inicrc{‘t and happinefs will di&at@ to him the ftrong obligation to ;

.BOOK 1V,

- moral reftraint.

. However powerful may be the impulfes of pa{ﬁ?n, they arc gene-
rall)f in fome degree modified by {'eafon. And it does not fccx;l
entirely vifionary to fuppofe, that if the .truc and permanent cau }(1:
of pbvcrty were clcar]y’cxplained,\ and forcibly brought. home to each
man’s bofom, it would have fome, and perhaps notan mcopﬁdcrable,
iiiﬂucncc on his condué; at leaft, the experiment h.as’qcvcr yet
been' fairly tried. © Almoft every thing. t'hat has been »lntherto don.c
for thc'poor, has tended, as it with fOl'l.CltOUS‘ care, to throw -a veil
of 6bfcurity over this fubjed, and to hide from them the tl‘ut.: caufe
of their poverty. 'When the wages of labour are hardly fgfﬁc;ent,to
maintain two children, a man marrics and has five or. fix.. I‘Ic of
.coﬁrfc finds himfelf miferably diftreffed. He accufes the mfuf.ﬁcxcn.cy
of the price of labour to‘rVnaintain a fumily.. . He a.ccufcs hlS-paI.‘lﬂl
for their tardy and fparing fulfilment of their obligation to affift him.

He accufes the avarice of the rich, who fuffer him to want what they _

can fo well fparc. He accufes the partial and unjuft inftitutions of
{ociety, which have awarded himan inadequate fhare of thc,p.roducc
of the carth, "He accufes ,pérhaps the difpenfations of Providence,
' ' : ' - which
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which have affigned to him a place in focicty fo befet with unavoidable
diftrefs and dependance. - In fearching for objeds of accufation, he
never adverts to the quarter from which all his misfortunes originate,

- The laft perfon that he would think ofaccuﬁng is himfelf, on whom,

in fa®, the whole of the blame lics, except in as far as he has been
deceived by the higher clafles of fociety. He may perhaps wifh that
he had not ‘married, becaufe he ngw feels the inconveniences of it;

~ but it never enters into his head that he can have done any thing

wrong. He has ‘always been told that to raife up fubje&s for his.
king and country is a very meritorious a®.  He has -done this ad,
and yet is fuffering for it. He naturally thinks that he s fuffering

 for rightcoufnefs fake; and it cannot but ftrike him as moft cxtremely
unjuft and cruel in his king and country, toallow him thus to fuffer,

in return, for giving them. what they are -continually declaring that.

they particularly want. : o =
“'Till thefe erroncous ideas have been corre@ed; and the Ianguagc of

nature and reafon has been generally heard on the fubjeét of popula-

tion, inftead of the language of crror and prejudice, it cannot be faid: -

that any fair experiment has been made with the underftandings of
the common people; and we cannot Juftly accufe them of improvi-
dence and want of induﬁry, till they a& as they do now, after it has.
been brought home to their comprehenfions, that they are themfelyes
the caufe of their own poverty ; that the means of redrefs are in
their own hands, and in the hands of no “other perfons whatever ;.
that the fociety in which they live, and the government which pre--.
fides over it, arc totally without power in this refpect; and however
ardently they may defire to rclieve them, and whatever attempts.

-they may make to do fo, they arc really and truly unable to execute-

v'vl.l'at tlmy'behcv‘olcntly wifh, but unjuftly promifc ; that when' the:
wages of labour will not maintain a family, it is an incontrovertible
fign. that their king and country do-not want more fubjeds, or at.
leaft that they cannot fupport them ; that if they marry in this cafe,.
fo far from fulfilling a. duty to. {ociety, they are throwing a ufelefs

37T 2
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burden on it, at the.famc time that they are plunging thcmfelv.es
into diftrefs; and that they are acting dire&ly contrary to the w'wH
of God, and bringing déwn upon themfeclves va'fious difcafes, which
rﬁii;ht all, orin a great part, have been avoided, if they had attended
to the repcated admonitions which he gives, by the general laws of
nature, to every being capable of reafon. o .
Dr. Paley, in his Moral Philofophy, obferves, that ¢ in countries
¢ in which fubfiftence is become fcarce, it behoves the ftate to
"‘. watch over the publick morals with increafed fo]icitudc; "for
¢ nothing but the inftin& of natire, under the reftraint of chaﬁ:lt).r,_v
¢ will induce men to undertake the labour, or confent to the facri-
¢ fice of perfonal liberty and indulgence, which the fupport of a

-

"

-~

-

L3

duty of a ftate to ufe every exertion, likely to be effeftual, in

difcouraging vice and promoting virtue, and that no temporary cir--

cumftances ought to caufe any relaxation in thefe exertions, is cer-
tainly true. ‘The means therefore propofed, are always good; but

the particular end in view, in this cafe, appears to be abfolutely cri-

minal. We wifth to force people into marriage, when, from the

acknowledged fearcity of fubfiftence, they will have little chance of -

being able to fupport their children.  We might as well force people

into the water who are unable to fwim. In both cafes we rgfhly'
tempt Providence. Nor have we more reafon to believe, that a-

miracle will be worked to fave us from the mifery and mortality
refulting from our condudt, in the one cafe, than in the Cft}.ICl'. :

- The obje& of thofe who really wifh to better the c?ndltLOn of .thc
lower clafles of fociety, muft be, to raife the relative proportion

between the price of labour and the price of provifions ; fo' as to -~

enable the labourer to command a larger fhare of the neceflaries and

comforts of life. 'We have hitherto principally attempted to attain.
this ¢nd, by encouraging the married poor, and confequently mncreaf-

* Vol. ji. c. xi. p. 352.

¢ family in fuch circumftances requires >’ That it is always the:

“ing;

e b it St

T
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P .- ing the number of labourers, and overftocking the  market with a
o commodity, which we ftill fay that we with to be dear. It would
feem to have required no great fpirit of divination to foretell the certain
V. failurc of fuch a plan of pi‘occeding.. There i1s nothing however,
. like experience. It has been tried in many different countries, and
for m.any hundred years, and the fuccéfs has always been anfwerable
to the nature of the fcheme. It is really time now to try fomething
clfe. - LT
~ When it was found, that oxygene, or pure Vitgl air, would not
cure confumptions, as was expected, ‘but rather aggravated their
fymptoms; a trial was made of an air of the moft oppofite kind.
I with we had a&ed with the fame philofophical fpirit in our
attempts to cure the difeafe of poverty ; and h_aving found that the
pouring in of frefh fupplies of labour, only tended to aggravate the
fymptoms, had tried what would be the effe@ of withholding a little
thefe fupplies, . o - o . o
In all old and fully-peopled flates, it is from this method, and
this alone, that we can rationally expect any eflential and pcrﬁmncnt
amelioration in the condition of the lower clafles of people.
¥ - In an endeavour to raifc the proportion of - the quantity of pro-
vifions to the number of éonfumcrs, in any country, our.attcntion
would naturally be firft dire@ed to the increafing of the -abfolute
5 quantity of provifions; but ﬁnding that as faft as” we did this, the
i tiumber of confumers more than kept pace with it, and that, with
all our exertions, we were ftill as far as ever behind, we fhould be
convinced that our efforts, dire@ed only in this way, would never -
fucceed. Tt would appear to be fetting the tortoife to catch the
harc. Finding, thercfore, that, from the laws of nature, we could
not proportion the food to the population, our next attempt fhould
naturally be to proportion the- population to the food. If we can
perfuade the hare to go to fleep, the . tortoife may have fome
<hance of overtaking her. ‘

We arc not, however, to relax our cfforts in increafing the

quantity

i
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quantity of provifions ; but to combine another effort w&h it, that
of keeping the population, when once it .has been ?\'crtzllltct;l, a:;.
fuch a diftance behind, as to effe& the relative proportion which we

defire; and thus unite the two, grand defiderata, a great actual popu~

lation, and a {ftate of fociety in which fqualid poverty anfi hdcpen;i’-
(:‘IiCC z;re comparatively but little known ; two objects “-duc are far
from being incompatible.” L

1.Olﬂf}we bgc really ferious in what appears to be the oby:&:boft ﬁ;ﬁh
general refearch, the mode of effentially and permanently bettering

» i ue nature
" the condition of the poor, we muft explain to the.m thf’_truc nfa e
" of their fituation, and fhow them, that the withholding of

< of ar i ’ ray of really raifing its price;.
lies of labour is the only poflible way of real : 7
ilrllf()lpéhﬁt'thcy themfelves being thc_poffcﬂbm of this ‘cO‘l‘and’tY

" have alone the pbwcr to do this.

I cannot but confider this mode of diminifhing po'vgrty/,‘ z;s o
perfecly clear in theory, and fo invariably confirmed by the analogy

. is brot narke ‘nothing:
of every other commodity that is brought to- market, that nothing

+ evils than
but its being thewn to be calculated to produce .greatex evils tx "
it p16pofcs to remedy, can juftify us in not making the attcmpt &
it pr r |

put it into exccution.

- : : " CHAP.
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‘now propofed. If the po

- or to pacify the minds of th
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| OZjeé?iou: Yo this mode confidered. . ™S

Onxse objection, which perhaps will be madé to this plan, isvthatv,:
from which alone it derives its yalue—a market rather underftocked,

with labour. . This muft und‘oub:tcdly
but’ by no means in" fuch - a-degree

profperity of the country. The way in which we are going on at

take placc in a certain degre;

prefent, "and the enormous increafe in the price of provifions, which
will tend much more cffectually to cnable.

feems to threaten us,
foreigners to underfell us in the markets of Europe, th
pulation of this country were better pro-
portioned to its food, the

than it is now, and yet be fufficient to maintain a wifc -and fix

children.  But putting this fubje of a rharkct underftocked with
labour, in the moft u'11ﬁ1§'ourablc, point of view, if “the rich will ‘not.
fubmit to a flight inconvenicnce neceflarily attendant on the attain-,
ment of what they profefs to defire, ft
in their profeflions. Their benevolence to the peor, muft be cithcr'
childifh play, or hypocrify ; ‘it muft be cither to amufe themfelves,
of the common people with a mere fhew of
attention to their wants. To wifh to bet

faries and comforts of life, and then to ¢
the a&t Qf a filly boy who gives aw
A market overftocked with labour,

3

ay his cake and then cries for it.
and an ample remuneration to
' ’ cach

as to affe&t the wealth and

an the plan;

nominal price of labour might be lower.

they cannot really be in earneft

ter the condition of the
" poor, by enabling them to command a greater quantity of the necef-

omplain of high wages, is’




&

< v:':\:;~,_“}n‘::’¢~em.~; s

- 512 Objelfions to this mode confidered.

. one which appears to me to h

BOOK 1V..

each labourer, are objeéls perfe&ly incompat.iblc with cac'h o;hctt;‘
In the annals of the world they never exifted together; an

L. R .
' couple them, even in imagination, betrays a grofs 1gnoranc§ of th
fimpleft principlfevs of political economy.

A fecond 6bje&ion that may be made to this plan s, th? (;hm;‘
i it W i be confidered,
i hat it would caufe. Itis to
nution of population that 1t wo s t
however t};lat this diminution is merely relative; and vvhen1 once
2 X : m
this relative diminution had been cffeéted, by keeﬁlzg f:hc P'Op;t attlizp
t 1 t mig ¥
i i fupply of food had increafed, 1 ‘
ftationary, while the fupply 00! . :
ftart afrc);}’l and continue increafing for ages, with the .1r'1c,rea1{'c’ of
" : { i i it. I can
food, imaintaining always the fame rclative proportxc;l tgt it Lo
, : thi jith’ e&ion of -
i ntry with a proper dir )
eafily conceive, that this cou per e '
] tic})’hal induf’cry, might, in the courfe of fome centuries, confain
na

two or three times its prefent population, and yet, every man in

kingdom be much better fed and clothed than he is at. pref?nt. Win(l:; ‘
: thegfprings of induftry'continuc in vigour, and 2 fufficient par

that induftry is dire&ed to agriculture, we n.eed be undcr no] Zpg::{
Tenfions of a deficient population; and nothmg, pgrhapswou_ e
fo ftrongly to excite a fpirit of induftry and economy among

poor, as a thorough knowledge that their hfxppiﬁcfs tr)nuga.l“?z;i i::l;

o n themfelves; and that if they obey their pations
pea? PnnClPauc),’ t‘;i(':r reafon, or be not induftrious and frugal _wh.xlc:.
, to fave -a-fum for the common con'Flngc?nC{cs
ft expe& to fuffer the natural cvils

in oppofition to |
they are fingle men,
of the married ftate, they mu

hich Providence has prepared for thofe who difobey its repcgtgd.~
~whi '

2Td‘iott;;gll'gncfl.)jé&io‘n which may be ftarted to this plan, and the only

ave any kind of plauﬁbility; is, that,

by endeavouring to urge the duty of moral reftraint on the poor, we

may 1 i i lating to the fex. v .
reafe the quantity of vice re : L
m'aly E(;ﬁld be moft extremely forry to fay any thing which c;uld%
ither directly or remotely be conftrued unfavourably to the caufe o
et I

. .. . . to‘
virtue: but I certainly cannot think that the vices "J?hICh relate

the
I .

TINT T
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the fex, are the only vices which are to be confidered in ‘a moral
queftion ; or'that they are even the greateft and moft degrading to
the human "chara®er. They can rarely or never be committed
without producing unhappinefs fomewhere or other, and thercfore
o1ight always to be ftrongly reprobated ; but there are other vices,
the effe@®s of which are ftill more pernicious ; and there are other
fituations, which lead more certainly to moral offences than the
refraining from marriage. Powerful as may be the temptations to a
breach of chaftity, I am inclined to think that they are impotent, in
comparifon of the temptations arifing from continued diftrefs. A
large clafs of women, and many men, I have no doubt, pafs a con-
fiderable part of their lives in moral reftraint; but I'believe there
will be found very few, who pafs through the ordeal of fqualid and
hopelefs poverty, or even of long continued cmbarrafled circumftances,
without a confiderable moral degradation of chara&er. :

In the higher and middle clafles of fociety, it is a melancholy and
diftrefling fight to obferve, not unfrequently, a man of a noble and
ingenuous difpofition, once feelingly alive to a fenfe of honour and
integrity, gradually finking under the preflurc of circumftances,
making his excufes at firft, with a blufh of confcious thame, "afraid
of feeing the faces of his friends from whom he may have borrowed
money, reduced to the meancft tricks and fubterfuges, to delay or
avoid the payment of his juft debts; till ‘ultimately grown familar
with falfehood, and at enmity with the world, he lofes all the
grace and dignity of man. ' . o

To the general prevalence of indigence, and the extraordinary

_encouragements which we afford in this country to a total want of
forefight and prudence among the common people?, is to be attri-

buted

* M. Colquhoun, fpeaking of the poor laws, oblerves, that, “in fpite of all the

¢ ingenious arguments which have been ufed in favour of a fyftem, admitted to be

“¢¢ wifely conceived in its origin, the effes it has produced inconteftably prove, that, with

¢ refpect to the mafs of the poor, there s fomething radically wrong in the exccution.
3 U SOl
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.b'uted. the principal part of thofc continual depredations on’ pro-
perty, and other. more atrocious’ crimes, which drive us _.to the
painful refource of fuch a number of executions®. “According to
Mr. Colquhoun, . above twenty thoufand miferable individuals of
various clafles, rife. up every morning, without knowing how, or by
what means, they are to be {upported : during ‘the pafling day . or
where, in many inftances, they are to lodge on the fucceeding
night®. It is by thefc unhappy perfons that ‘the principai'dcpré~
dations on the public are committed; and, fuppoﬁng but few of
them to be _mar’ried and driven to thefe ads, from the neceffity of
{upporting their children; yet ftill-it will not c¢afe to be true, that
the too great {requency of marriage among the pooreft claffes, is
one of the principal caufes of the temptations to thefe crimes. A
confiderable part of thefe .unhappy wretches will probably be found
to be the offspring of fuch marriages, educated in workhoufes, wherz
cvery vice is propagated, or bred up at home in filth and rags, and
-with an_utter ignorance of every moral obligation®. A ftill greater
* part, perhaps, confifts of perfons, who, being unable for fome time to
get employment, owing to the.full fupply of labour, have been
urged to thefc extremities by their temporary wants, and having
_thus loft their charadters, are réjc&cd, even when their labour méty
‘be wanted, by the well-founded caution of civil fociety °.

‘When

<« Ifit were not fo, it is impoflible that there could exift in the metropolis fuch an
“ jnconceivable portion of human mifery amid{t examples of munificence and bene-
« yolence unparallelicd in any age or country.”  Police of Metropolis, c. xiil. p. 359.
1n the effe@s of the poor laws, 1 fully agree with Mr. Colquhoun; but I cannot
agree with him in adinitting that the fyftem was well conceived in its origin, + 1 attribute

il more evil to the original ill conception, than to the fubfequent ill execution.
a Mr. Colquhoun obferves, that, ¢ Indigence, in the prefent flate of focicty, may be
« confidercd a5 a principal caufe of the increafe of crimes.” . Police of Metropolis; c. xiii.

P 352 b Id. c. xi. p. 213 < Ibid. and c. xii. p. 355, 370.

4 Police of the Metropolis, c. xiii. p. 353. et feq. Info large a town as London,
which muft neceffarily encourage a prodigious influx of ftrangers from the country, there

mufk

&

2w
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chaftity, occafional failures may take place, and the moral fenfibility,

© e ¥ - . . ce
of injuftice that gencrally accompanies it from an 1gnorance of its

5 ' true caufe, tend fo powerfully to four the difpofition, to harden the

heart, and deaden the moral “fenfc, that, generally fpeaking, v

’

often return.

P “/‘ R
R

Ly

- Even with refpect to the vices ‘which relate to the fex, mérriaéc

. f
i

'mufl b? always a great many perfons out of work; and it is 'pombl'e that fon;e publick
inftitution for the relief of the cafual poor, upon a plan fimilar to that propofed by Mr

Colquhoun, (c. xiii. p. 371.) might, under very judicious management, produce more |

good than evil. But, for this purpofe, it would be abfolutely neceflary, that if

work were provided by the inftitution, the fum that a man could earn by it, {hould be
lefs than the worlt paid common labour; otherwife the claimants would rapi’dl increafe;
and the funds would foon be inadequate to “their object. In the inﬁitutiony at Ham:
burgh, which appears to -have been the moft fuccefsful of any yet cftablifhed, the nature

of the work was fuch, that, though paid above the ufual price, a perfon could not cafily

earn by it, more than cighteen pence a week. It was the determined principle of the ma-
-nagers of the inftitution to reduce the fupport which they gave, lower than what an il;“
duftrious man or woman in fuch circumftances could earn, (Account of the xn::llh' ez,nen:
of the poor in Hamburgh, by C. Voght, p. 18.) And it is to this principle thft thc'L
attribute theit fuccefs. Itfhould be obferved, however, that neither the inftitution a; Ham)j

inﬁi'tutions for the relief of the poor, on their firft eftablifhment, remove a great quantit

of diftrefs. The only queftion is, whether, as fucceeding generations arife the‘ il:]cr;nﬁlny
fund; neceffary for their fupport, and the increafing numbers that bcc:)mc depcm'lcntg
arf: not greater cvils, than that, which was to be remedied; and whether the countr’
will not ultimately be left with as much mendicity as before, ‘befides all the poverty 'mf{
dependence accumulated in the publick inftitutions. This feems to be nearly the c:;fc‘ in

England at prefent. I do not belicve that we fhould have more beggars, if we had no
poor laws, ' ’

302 higher
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\/th.n indigence does not produce overt ads of vice, it palfies
every virtue. Under the continued temptations to a breach of

i iz.i other rcfpe.&s, not be very ftrikingly impaired; but the con-
‘& tinued temptations which befet hopelefs poverty, and the ftrong fenfe

art, and d ) . irtue
takes ‘her flight clear away from the tainted fpot, and does not -

has been found to be by no means a complete remedy. * Among the

burgh, nor that plal}ncd hy Count Rumford in Bavaria, has fubfifted long enough for us to ~
be able to pronounce on their permanent good effe@s. It will not admit of a doubt that -

s,
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higher clafles, “our Doéors - Commons, and the 1iycs. that “many
married men are known to lead, fufficiently prove this; and the
fame kind of vice, though not fo much heard of among the lf)wer
claffes of people, owing to their indifference and want of delicacy

-on thefc fubjeds, is probably not very much lefs frequent.

Add to this, that fqualid poverty, particularly when joined with
idlenefs, is a ftate the moft unfavourable to -chaftity that ca:n
well be conceived. The paffion is as ftrong, or ncarly fo, as in
other fituations, and every reftraint on it, from perfonal refpect,
or a fenfe of morélity, is generally removed. There is a degree of
fqualid poverty, in which, if a girl was brought up, I fhou].d fay
that her being really modeft at‘ktwenty was an abfolute miracle.
Thofe perfons muft have extraordinary minds indeed, and fuch

as are not ufually formed under fimilar circumftances, who can -

continue to _refpedt themfielves, W11¢n no other perfon whatever
refpedts them. If the children thus brought up were cven to marry

at twenty, it is probable that they would have pafled fome years

in vicious habits, before that period. .

" If after all, however, thefe arguments fhould appear infufficient;
if we reprobate the idea of enacavquring to encourage the virtucs. of
“moral reftraint and prudence among the poor, from a fear of producing
vice; and if we think that to facilitate marriage by all Poﬁiblc
means is a point of the firft confequence to the morality and
.happiﬁcfs of the people; let us -aé qonﬁf?@ntly, fmd, before - we
proceed, endeavour to make ourfclves acquam_tcd with thf: modc bx
which alonc we can cffeét our object.

*CHAP.

«2; .
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CHAP V.
Of the confequences of jnb:/z'ling the oj;j)g/ife mode,

I is an evident truth, that whatever is the rate of increafe: in the-
means of fubﬁﬁénec,. the increafe of population muft be limited by
it, at leaft after the food has once been divided into the fmalleft
ﬂl“avres that will fupport life. All the children born, beyond what

would be required to- keep- up the population to this level, muft

neceflarily bc;ifh, unlefs: roomr be made for them by the deaths of
grown perfons. It has appeared, indeed, clearly in' the courfe of
'this work, that in: all old ftates, the marriages and births depend

principally upon the deaths, and that there is no encouragement to:

carly unions fo- powerful as a great mortality, To a& confiftently,.
therefore, we fhould facilitate, inftead of foolifhly and vainly endea-

vouring to impede, the operations of nature, in. producing this-

mortality ; and if we dread the too frequent vifitation of the horrid

form of famine, we fhould fcdtﬂouﬂy encourage the other forms of:

deftruction which we compel nature to ufe. Inftcad of recoms
mending cleanlinefs to ‘the poor, we fhould encourage contrary

~habits.  In our towns, we fhould make the ftreets narrower, crowd

more people into the houfes, and court the return of the plague..
In the country, we fhould build our villages near ftagnant pools,
and particularly enconrage {cttlements in all’ marfhy and- unwhole-
fome fituations®,  But above all, we thould \reprobatc fpecific

remedies -

# Necker, fpeaking of the proportion of the births in France, makes ufe of anew and
inftractive expreffion on this fubje, though he hardly feems to be fufficiently aware of
it
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remedies for ravaging difeafes, and thofe benevolent, but much
miftaken men, who have thought they were doing a fervice to
mankind by projecting fchemes for the total extirpation of particular
diforders. If by thefe, and fimilar means, the annual mortality were

increafed from 1 in 36 or 40, to 1 in 18 or 20, we might, probably; -

cvery one of us marry at the age of puberty, and yct few be

" abfolutcly ftarved.

If however, we all marry at this age, and yet fiill continue our
exertions to impede the operations of nature, we may reft aflured
that all our efforts will be vain. Naturc will not, nor cannot be

defeated in her purpofes. The neceffary mortality muft come, in-

fome form or other; and thc extirpation of one difeafe will only be
the fignal for the birth of another, perhaps more fatal. We cannot
lower the waters of mifery by prefling them down in different places
which muft neceflarily make them rife fomewhere elfe: the only
way in ‘which we can hope to effe®& our purpofe is by drawing
them off.  To this courfe nature is conftantly directing our attention

by the chaftifements which await a contrary condu&. Thefe chaftife-

ments are more or lefs fevere, in proportion to the degree in which
her admonitions produce their intended effect. In this country, at
prcfcnt thefe admonitions are by no means entirely neglected. - The
preventive check to populatmn prevails to a confiderable dcgrce, and
her chaftifements are, in confequence, moderate : but if we were all
to marry at the age of puberty, they would be fevere indeed.  Po-
litical evils would probably be added to ph‘yﬁcal A people” goaded

by conftant diftrefs, and '»1ﬁted by frequent rcturns of f"tmmc, could _

it himfelf. 'He fays ¢ Le nombre des naiffances cft a celui des habitans de un a vingt;
« trois et vingt-quatre daris le licux contrariés par la nature, ou par des circonflances morales:
¢ ce meme rapport dans la plus grande partic de la France, eft deun a 25,25 %, & 26.”
Adminift. des Finances, tom. 1. ¢. ix. p. 254. 12mo. It would appear, therefore, that
we had nothing more to do, than to fettle people in marfhy fituations, and opprefs them
by a bad government, in order to attain what politicians have hitherto confidered as fo
defireable—a great proportion of marriages, and a great proportion of births,

3 ’ . not
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not be kept down but by a cruel defpotifm. We thould approach
to the ftate of the peop]e in Egypt or Abyflinia; and [ would aftk,
whcther, in that cafe, it is probable that we fhould be more v1rtuous?
. Phyficians have long remarked thc great changes which take
place in difeafes; and that, while fomc appear.to yield to the efforts
of human care and {kill, others fecemto become, in proportion, more
mahgnant and fatal. Dr. William Heberden publithed not long
fince, fome valuable obfervations on this fubje® deduced from the
London bills of mortality. In his preface, fpeaking of thefe bills, hc
fays, ¢ the gradual changes they exhibit i in partlcular difeafes cor-
« refpond to the alterations which in time arc known to take placc,.
‘.in the channcls through which the great ftream of mortahty 18
« conﬁantly flowing®” In_the ‘body of his work " afterwards,
fpeaking of fomc pdrtlcular difcafes, he obferves with that candoun '
which always diftinguifhes true fcience:. * It is not eafy to give a
« fdtlsf’l&Oly reafon for all the changes which may be obfcrved to
“ take place in the “hiftory of difeafes. Nor is it any dxfgrace to
“ phyficians, if their caufes are often fo gradual m thc1r opcramon,
“ or {o fubtle, as to clude mvef‘tm;atxon b

Ihopc I ﬁmll not be accufed of prefumption, in vcnturmg to
fuggc{’c that under certain cxrcumftanccs, fuch chanqcs mu& take
place; and perh’xpq without any alteration in thofe proximate caufcs
which arc ufually looked to on thefe occafions.  If this thould appear
to be true, it will not feem cxtraordmnry that the moft fkilful and
fc1ent1ﬁc phyficians, whofe bufinefs. it is prmcnpa]ly to 1chagatc
proxunatc caufes, fhould fometimes {Larch for thcﬁ, caufcs n vain.

‘In a.country which keeps its population at a certain ftandard, if
thc average number of marriages and births be given, it is evident,
that the average number of deaths will alfo be given; and, to ufe
Dr. Heberden's metaphor, the Ch’tnncls through V\thh thc glcat

a Obfervatlons on the Increafe and Decreafc of dxﬁ'crcnt Dxfca.’es. Prefacc; pev.
4to, 1801, - PId po4s, '
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ftream of mbrtahty 1s conﬁantly ﬂowmo' will’ alw ays convey dﬁ' a

given quantity. Now if we ftop up any of thefe channels,’it is
moft perfectly clcar, that the ftream of mortality muft run with
greater force through fome of the other channcls; that 1s, if we
cradicate fome difeafes, others will become proportionally more fatal.
In this cafc the only diftinguifhable caufe is the damming up a necef

fary outlet of mortality . Nature, in the attainment of her great

purpofes, feems always to feize upon the weakeft part. If this part be
made ftrong by human fkill, fhe feizes upon the ncxt weakeft part,
and fo on in fucceflion; not like a capricious deity, with an intention
to fport with our fufferings, and conftantly to defeat our labours ; but
like a kind though fometimes fevere inftru@or, with the intention of
teachmg us to make all parts ftrong, and to chace vice and mlfcry
from the earth, In avoiding one fault we are too apt to run inte
fome other ; but we always find nature faithful to her great obje,
at every falfe ftep we .commit, ready to admonifh us of our errors,
by the infli¢tion of fome phyfical or moral evil. If the prevalencc
of the preventlve check to population, in a fuﬁicxcnt degree, were to
remove many of thofe difeafes which now afli& us, yet be ac-
compame& by -a confiderable increafe of the vice of promifcuous

“intercourfe; it is probable that the diforders and unhappinefs, the

phyﬁcal and moral cvils arifing from this vice, would increafe
in ftrength and degree, and, admonithing us feverely of our error,
‘would point to the only linc of conduct approved by nature,
reafon, and religion, abftinence from marriage till we can fupport
.our children, and chaftity till that period arrives.

In the cafe juft ftated, in which the population and the
number of marriages are fuppofed to be fixed, the neceflity of
a change in the mortality of fome difeafes, from the diminution
.or extinétion of others, is capable of mathematical demontftration.

* The only obfcurity which can poffibly involve this fubject, arifes

2 The way in .\thdl it operates is probably by increafing poverty, in confequence of a
fupply.of labour too rapid far the demand,

i , - _ ' from
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Aﬁom taking into confideration the effe& that mlght be produccd
by a diminution of mortality, “in increafing the popuhtlon, or.in
decreafing the number of marriages. - That the removal of any of the
particular caufes of mortality can have no further effe& upon popu-

lation, than the means of fubfiftence will allow; and that it has little

or no influence on thefe means of fubfiftence, is a fa&, of which, I
hopc, the reader is already convinced. Of its operation in tending to
prevent marriage, . by diminifhing the demand for frefh {upphes of
chlldren, 1 h'we no doubt; and there is reafon to think that it had
this effe&, in no 1nconﬁderable degree, on the extinction of the plague,
which had fo ‘long and ' fo d;cadfully ravaged this country. Dr
Heberden draws a ftriking plé’ture of the favourable change obferved
in the health of the people of England fince this period ; and juftly
attributes it to the i improvements which have gradually taken place,
not only in London, but in all great towns ;- -and in the manner of
hvmg throughout the kingdom, partlcu]arly with refpe& to cleanli~
nefs and ventilation® But thefe caufes would not have been adequate

~to the effe@ obferved, if ‘they had not been accompanied- by an
-increafe of the preventive check; and, plobably, the 1pirit of clean-

linefs, - and better mode of livi ing, which then began to prevail,” by
:(prcadmg more generally a decent and ufeful pride, principally
contributed to this increafe. Th(_: diminution in the number of
marriages, however, was not fufficient to make up for the great

" decreafe of mortality, from the extin&tion of the plague, ‘and the

ftriking reduction of the deaths in the dyfentery > While thefe,

and fome othcr diforders, became almoft evancicent, confumption, -

palfy, apoplexy, gout, lunacy, and the{mall- -pox, became more mortal©,
The widening of thefe drains was neceflary to carry oft the popu-
lation which flill remained redundant, notwithftanding the increafed
operation of the preventive check, and the part which was annually
difpofed of; and enabled to exift, by the increafe of agriculture.

* Obferv. on Inc, and Dec. of Difeafes, p. 25. b Id. p. 347
¢ Id. p. 36. et feq. ’ -
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* Dr. Haygarth, in the fketch of his bénevolent plan for the exter~
mination of the cafual fmall-pox, draws’a frightful piture of the
mortality which has been occafioned by this diftemper;. attributes tos
it the flow progrefs of population ; and makes fome curious ealcu-~

lations on the favourable effe@s which would be produced, in- this

rcfpe& by its extermination ® ~ His conclufions, however, [ fear,
would not follow from his premifes. Iam far from doubting that
millions and millions of human beings have been deftroyed by the:
fmall-pox. But were its devaftations, as Dr. Haygarth fuppefes, manyr
thoufand degrees greater than the plaguc®, L fhould {till doubt,
whether the average population of the carth had been diminifhed by:
them a fingle unit. © The fmall-pox is certainly one of the channels,

"énd avery broad one, which nature has opencd for the laft thoufand: .

years, to keep down the population to. the level of the means of:
fubfiftence; but had this been clofed, others would have become.
wider, or new oncs would have been formed. - In anticnt times the
mortality from war and the plague, was incomparably greater than in
modern.  On the gradual diminution of this fircam of mortality,
the generation, and almoft univerfal prevalence, of the-fmall-pox 1s

~a great and friking inftance, of onc of thofe changes in the channels

of mortahty which ought to awaken our attention, and -animate us.

_to paticnt and perfevering inveftigation. For my own part, I feel

not the flighteft doubt, that, if the introduction of the COW-pox
fhould extirpatc the fmall-pox, and yet the number of marriages
continue the fame, we fhall find a very perceptible. difference in the
increafed mortality of fome other difeafes. Nothing could prevent
this cffed, but a fudden ftart in our agriculture; and fhould this
takc placc, “1uchI fear we have not. much: reafon to expc&, it
will not be owing to the number of children. faved from death by
the cow-pox inocalation, but to the alarms. occafioned among3 the
people of property by the late fearcities, and. to the increafed gnns of

: Vol. i. part ii,. fe&. v, and’ vi. b Hd. fviii p 164
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farxﬁérs, ‘which have been fo' abfurdly réprob&téd I am ﬂfdngli%r
howevcr, “inclined to bchevc, that the numbcr of marriages will

not, in’ this cafe, remain - the fame; but that the gradual hght
which may be expected to be thrown, on this mtercﬂ:mg topic of

" human i 1nqu1ry, will teach us how to makc the cxtm&xon of a mortal

tiforder, ' a real blefling to wus, 'a rcal improvement in the gencral

4 hcalth and happmcfs of the fociety.

- If, 'on contemplatmd the increafe of vice which might ‘contin-

gently follow an attempt to inculcate the duty of ‘moral reftraint, and

the increafe of mrﬂry that muft ncceﬁfarxly follow thc attempts to
encourage marrnge and population, we come to the conclufion,
not to interfere in any refpe@, but to leave every man to -his own

.free chowc, ‘and refponfible only to God for the evil which he does,

in elthcr way; this is all I contend for; I would on no account do
more ; but I contend that at prefent we arc very far from doing
this. o

. "Among the lower claﬂ'cs, where the point 15 of the g.rca-teﬁ -
portance, the poor laws afford a dire&, conftant, and fyﬁcmﬁtic;_i{
encouragement to marriage, by removing. from each individual that
heavy refponfibility, which “he would incur by the laws of nature,
for bringing ‘beings into the world which he could not’ fupport.
Our private benevolence has the fame ‘dire&@ion.as the poor laws, and
almoft invariably tends to facilitate the rearing of familics, and to

cqualize, as much pofiible, ‘the circumftances of marricd and ﬁnglc '

men.

married women receive, and the marked inattentions to which
fingle women of advanced age arc expofed, cnable many men,

“who are neithier agreeable in mind or perfon, and are befides

in the wane of life, to choofe a partner among the young and fair

inftead of being confined, as nature feems to diftate, to perfons of

nearly their -own age and accomplifhments. It is fearcely to be
doubted that the fear of being an old maid, and of that filly and
3 X2 . un)uﬂ:

Among the higher claffes of people, the fuperior diftin&tions which~
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unJuﬁ ridicule, which folly fometimes attaches to. thxs name, derCS
‘many. women into the marrlagc umon, vuth men Vvhom they
diflike; or, at beft, to whom they are perfe&ly indifferent. -Such

marriages muft to every dchcate mind appear little better than legal

proﬁ:ltutlons, and they often buldcn the earth with unncccﬁ'ar)
children, without compenfating for it by any acceffion of happmcf-
and virtue to the parties themfelves.

~Throughout all the ranks of fociety, the prcvallmg opinions refpe&- ‘
ing the duty and obligation of marriage, cannot but have a very .

powerful influence. The man who thinks that in going out of the
world without leavmg reprefentatives behind him, he fhall have

failed in an important duty to fociety, will be dxfpofed to force,

rather than to reprefs, his inclinations on this fubje&; and when
his reafon reprefents to him- the difficulties attending a famlly,

» hc will cndcavour not to attend to thefc fuggeftions, will ftill

determine to venture, and will hope that, in the difcharge of
what -he conceives to be his’ duty, he fhall not be deferted by

Prov1dence

‘In a civilized country, fuch as England where a tafte for thc "
“decencies and comiforts of life prevail among a very large clafs of

people, it is not poffible that the cncouragcmcnts to marriage from
pofitive inftitutions and prevailing opinions, fhould entirely obfcure

the light of naturc and reafon on this fubject; but il they con- .

tribute to make it comparatively weak and indiftincdt. - And till this

. obfcurity is entirely removed, and the poor are undeccived with

refpe to the principal caufe of their paft poverty, and taught to
know' that their futurc happinefs or mifery muft depenid: chlcﬂy

“upon themfelves, it cannot be faid, that, with regard to the grcat
queftion of marriage, or cchbacy, we leave every man to his own
frce and fair choice, :

.

 CHAP.
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I’i"fnay' appeér, perhaps, that awdo&rine,‘v&hich attributés the great-
cft part of the fufferings of the lower clafles of foc1ety cxcluﬁvcly to
themfclvcs, is unfavourable to the caufe of hbcrty, as affording a
tempting opportunity to governments of opprefling their fubjects at
plcafure, and laymg the whole blarnc on the laws of naturc and the
imprudence of the poor. We are not, however, to truft to firft
appearances ; and I am ﬁ:rongly difpofed to believe, that thofe who
will be-at the pains to confider this fubje& decply, will be convmccd

that nothing would fo powerfully contribute to the advanccmcnt of
rational freedom, as a thorough knowledge venerally circulated, of
the principal caufe of poverty ; and that the ignorance of this caufc,

and the natural confequences of this i %norancc, form, at prefent, one

of thc chief ob(’caclcs to its progrcfs :

_ The preflure of diftrefs on the lower daﬂes of pcoplc, with the
habit of 'xttnbutmg this diftrefs to their rulers, appears to me to: be
the rock of dcfcncc, the caftle, the gudrdmn fpirit, of dcfpotlﬁn It

aﬁords to the tyrant the fatal and unanfiwerable plea of neceflity. 1t
s the reafon that every frec govemment tends con(’cantly to ,ts
dcﬁmc’hon and that its appomted guardians become daily lefs
Jca]ous of thc cncroachments of power.. it 1s the reafon that fo-
‘many noble cﬂfmts in the caufe of freedom have failed, and “that
atmoft’ every revolution, after long and palnful f’icrxﬁccs, has. tcrml-
natcd ina mlhtary dcfpotxfm. While any dlﬁatxsﬁcd man of talcnts

3 : hao'
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has power to perfuade the lower claffes of people, that a]l‘thcir

poverty and diftrefs arifc folely from the iniquity of the government,

though perhaps the greateft part of what they fuffer is totally uncon-
ne&ed with this caufe, it is evident that the feeds of frefh difcontents,
and frefh revolutions, are continually fowing. When an cftablithed
government has been deftroyed, finding that their poverty is not

-removed, their refentment naturally falls upon the fucceflors to

powcr and when thefe have been 1mmolated without producmor thc
dcﬁred effe®, other facrifices are called for, and fo on without end.
_Are we to be furprifed, that, under fuch c1rcumﬁ:anccs, the maJonty
of well- dlfpofcd pcoplc, finding that a "government, with proper
rcﬂ:n&lons, was unable to fupport itfelf againft the revolutionary
{pirit, and weary and cxhaufted with perpetual channrc, to which they
could ee no end, fhould give up the ftru#&lc in defpair, and throw

thcmﬁ:lvcs into the arms of the firft power which could aﬁord thcm '

Protcé’clon againft the horrors of anarchy.

"A mob, which is generally the growth of a redundant population,
goadcd by refentment for rcal fuffermgb, but totally ignorant of the
_quarter from which thcy originate, is, of all mon{’cers, the moft fatal
to freedom. Tt fofters a prcvmlmgD tyranny, and - cngcndcrs one
whcrc it was not; and though, in its dreadful fits of 1cfentmcnt it
dppcara occafionally to devour its unfightly oﬂ'spnng ‘yet no fooner
is the horrid deed committed, than, however unwilling it may be to
prop'igatt, fuch a brccd it unmcdmtc]y groans with the pangs of a
ncw birth. : :

Of the tendency of mabs to produce tyranny, we may not be ]ong
. fwithout an cxample in this country. As a friend to freedom, and an
‘encimy to Targe ftanding armies, it is with extreme relu@ance that I
“am compcllcd to: dckno»\ ledge, that, had it not been for the organized

force inthe country, thc diftrefles of the pcop]c durmg thc late

fmrutxu, encouraged by the extrenie ignorance and folly of many
“among the higher clafles, might have driven them to commit the
, moﬁ drcadful outrages, and’ ultlm'ttd) to involve the country in all

thc ,
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the horrors of famine. Should fuch periods often recur, a recurrence
* which we have too much rcafon to apprchend from ‘the prefent ftate

of the country, the profpe& which opens to our view is melancholy
in the extreme. The Englifh conftitution will be feen haftening
with rapid ftrides to the Euthanafia forctold by Hume;: unlefs
its progrefs be interrupted by fome popular commotion ; and this
alternative prefents a picture ftill more appalling to. the 1magination~
If political difcontents were blended. with the cries of hunger, and a
revolution were to. take place by the inftrumentality of a mob, cla-
mouring for want of food, the’ confequences would be unceafing
change, and unceafing carnage, the bloody career of which, nothing
but the eftablithment of fome complete defpotifm. could arreft. -

.We can fcarcely believe that the appomtcd guardians of Britifly
hbcrty thould quictly have acquiefced in thofe gradual encroach~
ments of power, which have taken place of late ycars, but.from the

apprehenfion of thefe ftill more dreadful evils. Great as has been

the influence ‘of corruption, I cannot yet think fo meanly of the
country gentlemen of England, as to believe that they would thus
have given up a part of their birthright of ‘liberty, if they had not
been actuated by a real and genuine fear, that it was then in. greates
danger from the people, than from the crown. ~They appeared-to

. furrender themlfelves to government on condition. of being proteéted
- from the mob.; but they never would have made this melancholy.

and difheartening furrender, it fuch a mob had not exifted either in
reality or in imagination.” That the fears on this fubje® were art-
fully exaggerated, and increafed bé) ond the limits of juft apprchen-

fion, is undeniable; but I'think it is alfo undeniable, that the frequent.

declamation which was heard againft the unjuft infitutions of fociety,
and the delufive arguments on.cquality which were circulated among

the lower claﬂcs, gave us juft reafon to fuppofe, that if the wvox populi

had been allowed to {pcak, it would ‘have appeared to. be the voice
of error and abfurdity, inftead of the wox Dei, '
- To fay that our-conduct is not to be regulated by cxrcumﬁanccs,

18
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is to betray an ignoranee of the moft folid and incontrovertible prins
ciples of ‘morality. - Though the ‘admiffion of this principle may
{Gmeétimies afford a cloke to changes of opinion that do not refult from

the pureft motives ;' ‘yet the admiffion of a contrary principle would

be produdive of infinitely worfe confcquences. - The phrafe of exift-
iﬁg- circumftances has, I belicve, not unfrequently ¢reated a {mile in
the Englith Houfe of Commons ; but the fmile fhould have been
referved for the application of the phrafe, and not have been excited
by the phrafe itfelf. - A very frequent repetition of it, has indced, of
itfelf, rather a fufpicious air; and its application fhould always be
watched with the moft jealous and anxious attention ; but no man
ought to be judged in limine for faying, that exifting circumftances
had obliged him to alter - his opinions and condu@. The country
gentlemen were perhaps too eafily convinced that exifting circum-

“ ftances called upon them tO‘gi\tcvup fome of the moft valuable

privileges of Englithmen ; but, as far as they were really convinced
of this obligation, they aéted confiftently with the clearcft rule of
morality. ) , Lo T .
The degree of power to be givén to the civil government, and the
meafure of our fubmiffion to it, muft be determined by gencral expe-
diency ; and in judging of this expediency, every circumftance is to
be taken into confideration ; particularly, the ftate of publick opinion,
and the degree of ignorance and delufion prevailing among the com-
mon péoplc. The patfiot, who might be called upon by’ the love
of his couritry, to join with heart and hand in a rifing of the people
for fome fpecifick attainable objeét or reform, if he knew that they
were cnlightened refpecing their own fituation, and would ftop fhort
when they had attained their demand ; would be called upon by the
{fame motive, to fubmit to very great oppreflion, rather than give the
flighteft countenance to a popular tumult, the members of which, at
leaft the greater number of them, were perfuaded, that the deftruc-
tion of the Parliament, the Lord Mayor, and the monopolizers, would
make bread éhc_ap,‘ and that a revolution would cnable them all to

- - {upport
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fupport their families, In this cafe, it is more the ignorance and
delufion of the lower clafles of people that occafions the oppreflion,
than the actual difpofition of the government to tyranily. o

. That there is, however, in all power a conftant tendency to
f:ncroac':h is an incontrovertible truth, and cannot be too ﬁronglyr
inculcated. “The checks which are neceflary to fecure the liberty of
the fubje, will always,” in fome degree, embarrafs and delay the
operations of the'executive government. The members of this g-overn—'
ment feeling thefe inconveniences, while they are exerting them-

- felves, as they conceive; in the fervice of their country, and confcious,

perhaps, of no ill intention towards the people, will naturally be dif-
pofed, on every occafion, to demand the fufpenfion’or abolition oé
thcfc’qhecks ; but if once the.convenience of minifters be put into
compe}‘.ition with the liberties of the people, and we get into a habit
of. r?lylng on fair aflurances, and perfonal chara&er, inftead of exa-
mining, with the moft ferupulous and jealous care, the merits of each
particular cafe, there is an end of Britifh freedom. If we once admié

‘the principle that the government muft know better with regard to

the quantity of power which it wants, than we can poflibly do with
our limited mecans of information, and that therefore it is our
duty to furrender up our private judgmcnts,' we may juft as well
at the fame timc, furrender up the whole of our conﬁ:itutioni
Government is a quarter in which liberty is not, nor cannot be, very

- faithfully preferved. If we are wanting to ourfelves, and inattentive

to our great interefts in this refped, it is the height of folly and
unreafonablenefs, to cxpe that government will attend to thelﬁ for
us. Should the Britith conftitution ultimately lapfe into a defpotifnﬂ
as has been prophefied, 1 fhall think that the country gentlemen o;’
England will have really much more to anfwer for than‘-thc miniﬂeré.

To do the country gentlemen juftice, however, I ﬂlould‘rcadily

‘acknowledge, that, in the partial defertion of their pofts as

guardians of Britifhy freedom, which has already taken place, they
haevg been actuated more by fear than treachery. And the principal

3Y - reafon
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seafon of this fear was, I conceive, the ignorance. and deluﬁpng Qf
the common people, and the profpective horrors which were contem-
plated, if, in fuch a ftate of mind, thcy fhould, by any revolutlonary

* movement, obtain an afcendant.
The circulation of Paine’s Rights of Man, it is fuppofed, has done
great mifchief among the lower and middling claffes. of 'pco.plc in this
“couintry. ‘This is probably true; but not becaufe man. is without
‘rights, or that thefe rights ought not to be known; but 'becaufc
Mr. Paine has. fallen into fome fundamental errors. refpecting the
_principles of government, and in many important points has thewn
himfelf totally unacquainted with the ftructure of fociety, ‘and the
different moral effe@s to be expected from the phyfical difference
between this country and America. Mobs, of the fame defcription
as thofc collecions. of people known by this name in Europe, could
not exift in America. The number of people without property, is,
there, from the phyfical ftate of the country, comparatively fmall ;
and therefore the civil power which is to protect property, cannot

require the fame degree of ftrength. Mr. Paine very juftly obferves,

that whatever the apparent caufe of any riots may be,. the‘real one
is always want of happinefs; but when he goes on to fay, it .ﬂ}ews
that fomething is wrong in the fyftem of government, that injures
the fehc1ty by which fociety is.to be preferved; he falls into the com-,
mon error of attributing all want of happinefs to government. It is
evident, that this want of happinefs might have cx1f’cc‘d and from
ignorance might have been the principal caufe of the riots, fmd yet
be almOﬂ:"v&holly‘ unconneéted with any of the proceedings of

government., 'The redundant population.of an. old ftate furnifhes.

materials .of unhappinefs, unknown to fuch a ftatc as that of Ame-
rica; and if an attempt were to be made to remedy this unhappinefs,
by diftributing . the producc of the taxes to the poorer claffes of
fociety, according to the plan propo{ed by Mr. Paine, the evil would

" be aggravated a hundred fold, and, in a very fhort tunc, no fum that
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the fociety could poﬁibly raife, would be 1dcqmtc to thc plopofcd
object.

~ Nothing would fo cffeually’ countera& the mifchiefs occ'lﬁoncd '
by Mr. Painc’s Rights of Man, as a gencral knowlcdge of the real
rights of man. What thefe rights are, it is not my bufinefs at prefent
to e\plam but there is one right, which man has gcncxally been
thought to poflcfs, which I am confident he neither does, nor can,

poffefs, a right to fubfiftence when his labour will not fairly purchafe . -

it.  Our laws indeed fay, that he has this right, and bind the focicty -
to furnifh employment and food to thofe who cannot get them in

the regular market; but in fo doing, they attempt to reverfe the
laws of nature; and it 1s, in confequcncc, to be expeéted, not onl)

that they fhould fail in their objed, but that the poor who were
mtended to be benefited, thould fuffer moft cruelly ﬁom this inhu~

man deceit which is praéhfcd upon them.

A man who is born into a world already pofefled, if he ¢annot
.get fubfiftence from his parcnts'o‘n whom he has a juft dcm’uid and
1f the focicty do not want his labour, has no claim of tgizl to thc‘
{malleft portion of food, and, in fac, has no bufinefs to be where he
is. ‘At naturc’s mighty feaft there is no vacant cover for him. Shc
tells him to be gone, and w111 qulckly cxecutc her own orders, lf he
do not work upon the compaflion of fome of her guetts, If thefe
guefts get up and make room for hlm, other intruders 1mmcd1atcly:
appear demanding the fame favour. The report of a provifion for all
that come, fills the hall with numerous claimants. The order and
harmony of the feaft is difturbed, the plenty that before relgncd is
changed into fcaxmt) ; and the ‘happinefs of the gucfts is de{h‘oyed
by the fpe& cle of mifer y and dependence in cvery part of the hall,

-and by the clamorous importunity ‘of thofc, who arc juftly enraged .
at not ﬁndlng the provifion which the) had been taught to expeét.
‘The guefts learn too late their etror, in counteracting thofe ftric orders’

to all intruders, iffued by the great miftrefs of the feaft, who, withing
that all her guefts fhould have plenty, and knowing that fhe could
3Y2 not
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not provide for unlimited numbers, humanely refufed to admit frefh
comers when her table was already full.

. The Abbé Raynal has faid, that Avant toutes les loix fociales

« Thomme avoit le droit de fubfifter®” He might with juft as

much propriety have faid, that, before the inftitution of focial laws,

every man had a right to live a hundred ycars. Undoubtedly he had

then, and has ftill, a good right to live a hundred years, nay, a thou-

- fand, if he can, without interfering with the right of others to live;
* but the affair, in both cafes, is principally an affair of power, not of

right.  Social laws very greatly increafe this power, by enabhng a
much greater number to fubfift, than could fubfift without them, and
{o far very greatly enlarge /e droit.de ﬁdg/' ifier; but neither before nor
after the inftitution of focial laws, could an unlimited number fub-
{fit ; and before, as well as fince, he who ceafed to have the power,
ccafed to have the right.

If the great truths on thefe fuch&s were more generally cxrculatcd
and the lower clafles of people could be convinced, that, by the laws
of nature, independently of any particular 'inflitutions, cxcept the
great onc of property which is abfolutely neceffary in order to attain
any confiderable produce, no perfon has any claim of right on focicty
for fubfiftence, if his labour will not purchafe it, the greateft part of
the mifchievous declamation en the unjuft inftitutions of focicty
would fall powerlefs to the ground. The poor are by no means

inclined to be vifionary. Their diftrefles are always real, though
| they are not attributed to the real caufes. If thefe real caufes were.

properly explained to them, and they were  taught to -know how
{mall a part of their prefent dlﬁrcfs was attributable to government,
and how great a part to caufes totally unconnected with it, difcon-
tent and irritation among the lower clafles of people would fhew
themfelves much lefs frequently than at prefent; and when they
did thew themfelves, would be much lefs to be dreaded.  The efforts

> Raynal, Hift, des Indes, vol. x. {.x, p. 322. 8\’9‘

of

craP. VL. prz‘zzdyml canfe of poverty o Ciuil Liberty. 533

-of turbulent and difcontented men in th.‘cgniddle “claffes - of fociety,

might fafely be difregarded, if the poor were fo far enlightened
refpeting the real nature of their fituation, as to be aware, that by
aiding them in their fchemes of renovation, they would ‘probably be
promoting the ambitious views of others, without, in any refpect,
bcneﬁting themfclves. = And the country gentlemen, and men of
property in England, mlzjht fecurely return to a wholefome jealoufy
of the encroachments of power ; -and, inftead of daily facrificing the-
liberties of the fubject, on the altar of publick fafety, might, without
any juft apprehenfion from’ the people;, noé'only tread back all their
late fteps, but firmly infift upon thofe gradual reforms, which the
lapfc of time, and the ftorms of circﬁmﬂianccs, have rendered necef-
fary, to prevent the gradual deftruction of the Britith conftitution.
All improvements in government muft neceflarily originate with
perfons of fome education, and thefe will of courfe be found: among
the people of property.  'Whatever may be faid of a few, it is impof-
fible to fuppofc that the great maﬁ of the people of property fhould
be really interefted in the abufes 'of government. They merely fub-
mit to -them, from the fear, that an endeavour to remove them,
might be producive of greater cvils. - Could we but take away this
fear, reform and improvement would proceed with as ' much facility,
as.the removal of nuifances, or the paving and lighting the ftreets.
In human life we are continually called upon, to fubmit to a lefler
evil, in order to avoid a greater; and it is the part of a wife'man to
do this readily and cheerfully; but no wife man will fubmit to any
evil, if he can get rid of it, without danger. Remove all apprehen-
fion from the tyranny or folly of the pcoplc, and the tyranny of
government could not ftand a moment. It would then appear in its
proper deformity, without palhatlon, without pretext, without pro-
tector. Naturally feeble in itfelf, when it was once ftripped naked,
and deprived of the fupport of publick opinion, and-of the great plea
of ncceflity, it would fall without a ftruggle. Its few interefted
defenders would hide their heads abafhed ; and would be athamed
1 any
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any longer to advocate a caufe for which no human ingenuity could
invent a plaufible argument. o : S
.. The moft fuccefsful fupporters of tyranny are without doubt thofe
geﬁeral declaimers, who attribute the diftrefles of the poor, and
almoft all the evils to which focicty is fubject, to human inflitutions
and the iniquity of governments. The falfity of thefe accufations,

and the dreadful confequences that would refult from their being -

gencrally admitted and a&ed upon, make it abfolutely neceflary that
they fhould at ‘all events be refifted; not only on account of the
immediate revolutionary horrors to be expected from a movement, of
tlie people acting under fuch impreffions, a confideration which muft
at all times have very great weight ; but on account of the extreme
probability that fuch a revolution would terminate in a much worfe

defpotifin, than that which it had "‘deﬁ:roycd. On thefe grounds, a

genuine friend of frcedom, a zealous advocate for the real rights of
man, might be found among the defenders of a confiderable degree
of fyranny. A caufe bad in itfelf, might be fupported by the good
and the virtuous, merely becaufe that which was oppofed to it was

much worfe; and at the moment it was abfolutely neceflary to make

achoice between the two. Whatever therefore may be the intention
of thofc indifcriminate and whelefale accufations againft govern-
ments, their real effe&® undoubtedly is, to add a weight of talents
and principles to the prevailing power which it never would have

received otherwife. .

It is a truth, which I truft has been fufficiently proved in the-
courfe of this work, that, under a government conftructed upon the .
‘beft and pureft principles, and executed by men of the higheft

talents and integrity, the moft fqualid poverty and wretchednefs
might univerfally prevail from the principle of population alone,
And as this caufe of unhappinefs has hitherto been fo little under-
ftood, that the efforts of {ociety have always tended rather to aggra-
vatc than to leflen it, we have the ftrongeft reafons for fuppofing,
that, in all the governments with which we are acquainted, a very

: ' great
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great part of the mifery to be obferved among the lower claffes of
the people, arifes from this caufec.

The inference, therefore, which Mr. Paine and others have drawn
againft governments from the unhappinefs of the people, is palpably
unfair ;. and before we give a fan@ion to fuch accufations, it is a
debt we owe to truth and juftice; to afcertain how much of this
unhappinefs arifcs from the principle of population, and how much
is tairly to be attributed to government. When this diftin&ion has,
been properly made, and all the vague, indefinite, and falfe accufations
removed,, govginment would remain, as it ought to be, clearly refpon-
fible for the reft. A tenfold weight would be immediately given to.
the caufe of the people, and every man of principle would join in
afferting and enforcing, if neceflary, their rights. :

I may be deceived ; but I confefs that if I were called to name the
caufe, which, in my conE:cption, had more than any other contri-

buted to the very flow progrefs of freedom, fo diﬂleartcning to cvery -

liberal mind, 1 thould fay that it was the confufion that had cxifted,
refpecting the caufes of the unhappinefs and difcontents which pre-

vail in fociety ;. and the advantage which governments had been

able to take, and indeed had been compelled to (take, of this confu-
fion, to confirm and ftrengthen their poWer. I cannot help think-

ing, therefore, that a knowlcdgc generally circﬁlated, that the prin~

cipal caufe of want and unhappinefs is unconneéed with govern-
ment, and totally beyond its power to remove ; and that it depends.-
upon the conduét of the poor tllcmfclvcs ; would, inftead of giving -
any advantage to governments, give a great additional weight to the

popular fide of the queftion, by removing the dangers with which,

from ignorance, it is at prefent accompaniced ; and thus tend, in a.

very powerful manner, to promote the caufe of rational freedom.

CITAP.
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CHAP VI
" Plan of the gradu’al abalition of the Poor Laws propofed.

ioles 1 ing ‘ ftand the teft of
Ir the principles 1n the preceding chapters 'ﬂlOl:lld - ?n the et of
amination, and we fhould ever feel the obligation of ende lp
:X a& upon them, the next inquiry would be, in wh.at way we 01‘1,5; 11:
2a&icwﬂy to proceed. The firft grand obftacle which p;cfclznts ;Jt c
D his = f the poor laws, which has been
i is country, is the fyftem of the p W, 3 )
J}s{’:fl}:sﬁatcd tbybc an cvil, in comparifon of which, the Irlsrllqnaltdebt,'
1 its magni is of little moment?. - The extraor-.
th all its magnitude of terror, 13 0 : -
‘dﬂ{1 . ra iditygwith which the poors rates have increafed of late
cars, pref cd, with the profpe@t of a monftrous defor-
if it did not really exift to a great degree at
prefent, and were not daily advancing in growth, would be confidered

as perfectly incredible, It prefents us with the profpect of a great
as v

< 3

-ernment, which has gcyncrally bce'n' alloyved to be the beft, ,Whl({h
%10‘ hithcrfo’ﬁood the teft of experience, in any country, andb} clf. the
la;:"ssgcr half of the pc;dpl_c reduced to the condltmn (:é paugcqr:déﬁtl .

Creatly as we may be fhocked at fuch a profpedt, al‘l (d énd); o
we may with to remove it, the evil is now fo dccpl?r feated, |

years, prefents us, inde
mity in focicty, which,

Y .. .... . 21; )
2 Reports of the Socicty for bettcring the condition of the poor, vol. iil. p

b Tt has been faid, that, during the late fearcities,

cceived relicf.  If the poors rates continue increafing as rap
r .

average of the laft ten years,  profped
2}‘1{:‘3‘,“2‘. Jaws has been juftly ftated by the Fiench to be /e Haie politiqu

te / Teite .
la plus diverante, (Comite de Mendicit¢ .) et
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relief' given' by the ;jpoor - laws fo ‘widely extended, tbat"nb_ man of
humanity could venture to ‘propofe their immediate abolition. ' .To
mitigate their‘,cﬁ?c&s,.? however, .and ftop -their future increafe; to

“which, if left to continue upon‘,.f‘hcir_pre‘fent plan, we canfee no .

‘probable termination, it has béen. propofed . to-fix the whole fum to
‘be raifed, at its prefent rate, or any other that might be determined
upon ; .and to make a law that on no: account -this fum fhould be
exceeded. + ‘The obje&ion’ to “this - plan 'is, ‘th.a,t a very large fum

_would be ftill to be raifed, and a great number of people to be fup-
“ported ; the confequence of .which would i be, that the poor .would
“not be eafily able to diftinguifh the ralteration that had been made:

Each individual would think that he had as good a right to be fup-
poftcerhcg he was'in _want, as any other ‘pe‘r'fon ;and thofe who
unfortunately chanced to be in diftrefs when the fixed fum had been
colle&ted, . would - think -themfelves . particularly ill* ufed on being
excluded from all affiftance, while {o'many othcers werc enjoying this
advantage. - If the fum colle@ed, were divided among all that were
in want, however their numbers’ might increafe ; though fuch a
plah would be perfe&ly fair, with regard to thofe .who became
dependent, ‘after the fum had béen fixed, it would undoubtedly be
rather hard upon thofe, who had been in the habit of receiving. a
more liberal fupply, and had donc nothing to juflify its being taken
from them, .. . . e s
. I have refle@ed much on thc fubjeét of the poor laws, and hope,
therefore, that I fhall be excufed, in venturing to fuggeft a mode of
their gradual abolition, to which, I confefs, that at prefent I can fee
no material obje&ion. . Of this, indeed, I feel nearly convinced, that,
ﬂlo_ul‘d ‘we -cver become fuﬂicie'ntlyl fenﬁb]e of the. Wide-fpreading
tyranny, dependence, indolence, and unhappinefs, which they create,
as ferioufly to make an effort to abolifh them, we fhall be compelled
to adopt the principle, if not the plan, which I fhall mention. I |-
feems impofiible to get rid of fo extenfive a fyftem of fupport, con-
fiftently with humanity, ;w,it.héut “applying ourfelves (dire&ly to its
$ . 3Z : vital
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“vital principle, ‘and " endeavouring to countera&t that 'deeply-feated

caufe,  which occafions the i‘apid"growth of all fuch eftablifhments,
and invariably renders them inadequate to their objet. ‘ R

. To this end, I fhould propofearegulation to be made, declaring, that
no child born from any marriage, taking place after the expiration of
a year from the date of the law; and no illegitimate child born two
years from the fame date, thould ever be entitled to parifh affiftance.
And to give a more general krnowledge of this law, and to enforce it
more ftrongly on the minds of the lower claffes of people, the clergy-
fnan of each parifh fhould, previoufly to the folemnization of a mar-
riége, read a Thort addrefs to the parties, ftating the firong obligation

‘on every man to fupport his own children; the impropriety, and even

immorality, of marrying without a fair profpe&t of being able’ to do
this; the evils which had refulted to the poor themfelves, from the

attempt which had been made to affift, by publick inftitutions, in

a duty which ought to be exclufively appropriated to parents; and the
abfolute neceflity which had at length appeared, of abandoning -all
fuch inftitutions, on account of their producing effes totally oppo-
fite to thofe which were intended. RIS S
* “This would operate as a fair, diftin@, and precife notice, which’

no man could well miftake ; and, without prefling hard on any par-

ticular individuals, would at once throw off the rifing generation
from that miferable and helplefs dependence upon the government
and the rich, the moral aswell as phyfical confequences of which are
almoft incalculable. - When the poor are in the habit of conftantly
looking to thefe fources, for all the good or evil they enjoy or fuffer,
their minds muft almoft neceffarily be under -a continual ftate of
jrritation againft the higher clafles of fociety, whenever they feek
diftrefled from the preffure of circumftances. - ' S

1 have often” heard great furprife exprefled that the pooﬁr.'in this

‘country fhould be with fuch difficulty perfuaded to take to any
fubftitutes-during a period of fcarcity; but I confefs, that this fack

never furprifed me in the leaft. The pt)ori are told 'that the parifh
L ‘ is
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i:? obliged to provide for them. * This, they naturally conceive, is a
rich fource of fupply ; and when' they are offered any Kind of" food
to }vhi.ch they are not'accuftomed, they confider it as a breach of
obligation in the parifh, and as proceeding, not from the hard law

of necéfﬁty from which thereis no appeal; but from the injuftice and -
. hardheart.cdnefs ‘of the higher claffes of fociety, againft which thcy
would wifh to appeal to the right of the ftrongeft. " The lailglxagc

:rhich th(_:y generally make ufe of upon ' thefe occafions, is, ¢ See
‘ what ftuff they want to make us eat, I wonder how they would
< like it themfelves. - 1 fhould like. to. fee fome of them do a da}jr'é

“,‘),',vstoxjk upon it.” The words #hgy and them generally refer to the
Parliament, the Lord Mayor, the Juftices, the Parifh, and in génemlf

to gll the highcr. clafles of focicty. Both ‘the irritation of mind and
thf: l}elplcﬂ'nefs in expedients, during the preflure of want, arife m
this inftance from the wretched fyftem of govérniﬁg too rlnuéh“

When the poor were once taught, by the abolition of the poor laws, -
~and a proper knowledge of their real fituation, to depend more
upon themfelves, we might reft fecure, that ‘they would be f'ruifful -

f:nough.inbrefources,_ and that the evils which were 'al;,foh'xtcly
irremediable, they would bear with the fortitude of 'mén, and the

. refignation of Chriftians. :
-+ . After the publick notice which I have propofed hadybvccn giivéh;

and the. {y{h?m of poor laws had ceafed with regard to the rifing
generation, 1f any man chofe to marry, without zivprofpcét t;f bcmg
able to fupport a family, he thould have the mott p'c,rfc&' li‘b;:rt'y‘ fo

to do. -Though to marry, in this éafe, is in my opinion clearly an
immoral ad, yet it is not one, which fociety can Juﬁly take updﬁ

itfelf to prevent or punith ; becaufe the punifhment provided for it
!Jy‘ ._thc laws- of nature, falls Vdi;ryeyé’cly and moft fé;rcféi); uponthc
individual who commits the a&, and, fhféi;gh “him, fbiﬂy more
remotely and fecbly on the fociety. When 'nkatl,ur‘(j: will govem and

punifh for us, itisa very miferable ambi\tion;‘to wifh to fnatch the

rod from her hands, and draw i;ppq _ourfelves the odium of
3Z2 cxecutioner.
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exccutioner.© To the punifiment, therefore, of nature he thould be
left, .the punifhment of - fevere want. « He has erred in- the face of
a moft clear and precife warning, and can:have no juft reafon to
omp]aln of any perfon but himfelf, when he feels the confequences
of -his error. . All- pan{h affiftance fhould be moft rigidly denied
him: and-if the hand of private charity be.ftretched forth in his
relief, the interefts of humanity imperioufly: requlre that:it fhould
_be adminiftered very fparingly. He fhould be taught to know that
the laws of nature, which are the laws of God, had doomed him and
his famlly to ﬁarve for difobeying their repeated admomtrons ; that
he had no clalm of right on fociety for the fmalleft portron of  food,
beyond that whrch his labour would falrly purchafe ; and that, 1f he
and his famlly were faved from fuffering the utmoft extremities of
.’nunger, he would owe it to the pity of fome kind benef'"r&or, ‘to
whom, therefore, he ought to be bound by the ftrongeﬁ tres of
‘ gratxtude. o ‘ :
If this fyftem were purfued we . need- be under no apprehenﬁons
whatever, that the number of perfons in extreme want would be
beyond the power and the will of the benevolent to fupply. - The
{phere for the exercife of private charity would, T am confident, be
lefs than it is prefent ; and the only difficulty would be, to reftrain
the hand of benevolence from affifting thofe in diftrefs in fo liberal
a manner as to encourage indolence and want of forefight in others.”
VVlth regard to illegitimate children, after the proper notice had
been given, they fhould on no account whatever be allowed to have
any claim to parifh affiftance. If the parents defert their - child,
+ they ought to be made anfwerable for the crime. The infant is,
cornparatwely fpeakmg, of no value to the fociety, as others will
‘immediately fupply its place. -Its pr1nc1pal value is on account of
‘its’ being the obje& of one of the mott delightful paflions in human
nature—parental affetion. But if this value be dlfregarded by
_thofe wherarealone in a capac1ty to feel it, the fociety cannot be
called upon to put | itfelf in thexr place ; and has no further ‘bufinefs

in
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m its prote&xon, than in the cafe of its murder or intentional ill-
treatment to follow the general rules in punithing fuch crimes; which
rules, for the interefts of morality, it is bound to purfue, whether the
ob]e& in the partlcular inftance, be of value to the fhite or not.

At prefent the child is taken under the proteéhon of- the panfh a
and generally dies, " at leaft i in London, within the firft year The
lofs to the focxety, if it be one, is the fame; but the crime is diluted
by the number of people concerned and the death ‘paffes” as’ a
v1ﬁtat10n of Provrdence, inftead of bemg confidered as the neceflary
confequence of the conduct of its parents, for whrch they ought to
be held refponfible to God and to fociety.

The defertion” of both parents, however, is not fo common as
the defertion of one. - When a fervant or labouring man has an
1llegxt1mate child, his runnmg away is perfeitly a matter of courfe
and it is by no means uncommon for a man with a wife and large
family to withdraw into a diftant county, and leave them to the
parlﬂl, “indeed, I once heard a hard-working good fort of ‘man

' propofc to do this, as the beft mode of provrdmg for a wife and fix

‘children® If the fimple fa& 'of thefe frequent defertions were
related in fome countries, a ftrange inference would be drawn againft
the Englith chara&er; but the wonder would ceafe when our publick
inftitutions were explained.

By the laws of nature, ‘a child is confided dxre&ly and exclufively
to the protefhon of its parents. By the laws of nature, the mother
of a child is confided almoft as ftrongly and exclufively to the man

who is the father of i it.. If thefe ties were {uﬁ'ered to remain in the

a1 fully agrec with Sn‘ F. M. Eden, in’ thinking that the conftant publick fupport
which deferted children receive, is the caufe of their very great nambers in the two moft
opulent countries of Europe, France and England. State of the Poor, vol. i. p- 339.

® ¢ That many of the poorer claffes of the community avail themfelves of the libe-

“ rality of the law, and leave their wives and children on the parifh, the reader will

¢ find 2bundant proof in the fubfequent part of thxs work ? SirFe M. Eden on the

“State of the Poor, vol i 'p. 339,

ﬁate
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ftate in which nature has left them, and the man were convinced,
that the woman and the child depended folely upon him for fupport,
I fcarcely believe that therc are ten:men breathing fo atrocious as

* to defert them. But our laws, in oppofition to the laws of ; nature, .
{ay, that if the parents forfake their child, other perfons will under-

take to fupport it; or, if the man forfake the woman, the fhall till
meet with proteion elfewhere; that is, we take all poffible pains
to weaken.and render null the ties of nature, and then fay, that
men are unnatural. But the fa@ is, that the fociety itfelf, in- its
body politick, is the unnatural charader, for framing laws that thus
counteradt the laws of nature, and give premiums to the violation
of the beft and moft honourable feelings of the human heart. -

It is a common thing, in moft parifhes, when the father of an

iill'egit,ima\tc child can be feized, to endeavour to frighten him into

‘marriage by the - terrors of a jail; but fuch a proceeding cannot
furely be too ftrongly reprobated. In the firft place, it is a moft
thallow policy in the parith officers ; for, if they fucceed, the effed,
:upon the prefent fyftem, will generally be, the having three or four
children to provide for, inftead of one. And, in the next place, it is

 difficult to conceive a more grofs and fcandalous profanation of "a
- religious ceremony.  Thofe who believe  that - the charader of the

woman is falved by fuch a forced engagement, or that the moral
~worth-of the man is enhanced by affirming a lie before God, have,
1 confefs, very different ideas of -delicacy and moraligy, from thofe
‘which I have been taught to confider as juft. If a man deccive a
‘woman into a connexion with him under a promife of marriage, he has
undoubtedly been guilty of a moft atrocious a&; and there are few
“crimes which merit a'more fevere: punithment: but the laft -that I
:thould choofe is that which will oblige him to affirm another
falfchood, - which ‘will probably render the woman that he is to be
“joined to miferable, and .will burden the fociety with a family of
Cpawpers. T ' R
~ The obligation on" every man to fupport his children, whether
' : legitimate

4 N
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legitimate orillegitimate,” is ‘fo-clear and’ ftrong, . that .it would .be
Juft to arm:fociety with any power to enforce it, which would i be
likely to anfwer the purpofe. « But:I'am inclined to believe, that
no exercife of ‘the civil power, however rigorous, .would be half fo
effectual, as a knowledge generally circulated,” that children were in
futare to depend folely for. fupport ‘upon their parents, . and - would
perhaps ftarve if they were deferted. - S R SE
- It may appear to be hard, that a mother and her children, who
~had been guilty of no particular crime themfelves, fhould fuffer for
the ill-condu& of the father; but this is one of the invariable laws

of nature; -and knowing this,: we fhould  think twice ' ipon « the .

fubjed&, and be very fure of the ground on which we go, before we
prefume fjflematically to countera it. . - ... :

: ’I"ha\‘fe‘ ‘often heard the goodnefs of the Deity - impeached on
account of that part of the decalogue, in which . he declares, that
he will vifit the fins of the father upon the children;  but the

objection ‘has not .perhaps been -fufficiently confidered. - 'Without

a moft complete and fundamental change in the whole conflitution

of human nature; without making man an angel, or at leaft fome-

. thing totally differcnt from what he is at prefent; it feems abfolutely

neceffary that fuch a law fhould - prevail. . Would it not require a
perpetual miracle, which is, perhaps, a contradiction in terms, to

“prevent children from being affe@ed . in their moral and civil con-

d_ition by the conduct of their parents? , ‘What man is there that
has been brought up by his parents, who is not, at the pfcfenﬁ
moment, enjoying fomething from their virtues, or fuffering fome-
thing from their vices; who, in his moral character, has not .been
elevated, in fome degree, - by their prudence;, their juftice, their
benevolence, their temperance, or deprefled by the contraries; who, in
his civil condition, has not been raifed by their reputation, théir’for‘c-
fight, their induftry, their good fortune; or lowered by their want of
charaler, their imprudence, their indolence, and their adverfity? And
howmuch does a knowledge of this tranfmiffion of bleflings cpntfibutg:

fo
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to excite and invigorate virtuous exertion ? -:Proceeding . upon " this
certainty, how ardent and inceffant are the efforts of parents to give
their children a good education, and to provide for their" future ﬁtﬁi-:
ation in the world. If a:man could negle& or defert his wife and
~ children, without their. fuffering any injury, how many individuals
there are, who, not being very fond of . their wives, or being tired
of the fhackles of matrimony, would withdraw. from houfehold
cares and difficulties,” and refume their liberty and indppcndchcc as -
fingle men. . But the confideration that children may fuffer for the
faults of their parents has- a ftrong hold even upon vice, ‘and many
who are in fuch a ftate of mind, as to difregard the confequences
“ of - their * habitual courfe of life, as far as relates to ;themfclves,
 are yet greatly anxious that their children fhould not fuffer from their
"vices and follies. “In the moral government of the world, it feems
evidently neceffary, that the fins of the fathers fhould be vifited upon
the children ; “and if in our overweening vanity we imagine that we
can govern a private fociety better by endeavouring Sfiffematically to
countera& this law, I:am inclined to believe that we thall find
ourfelves very greatly miftaken.. -~ .o I
" If the plan, which I have propofed, were adopted, the poors rat'cs
in a few ycars would begin very rapidly to decreafe, and in no great
length of time would be completely extinguifthed ; and yet, as far as
it ap;;éai'_s to me at préfeht, ‘no individual would . be either deceived
or injured, ‘and confequently no perfon could have a juft right to

‘complain. -

 “The abolition of the poor laws, however, is not of itfelf fufficient;
and the obvious anfwer to thofc who lay too much frefs upon this
‘fyftem, is, to defire them to look at the ftate of the poor in fome

‘other countrics, where fuch laws do’ not prevail, and to compare it ‘-

“with th'qir;"ct')'r‘;‘ditidh’in' England, ' But this comparifon, it muft

‘be acknowledged, is in ‘many refpects unfair; and would by no

_ ‘ mé;uis decide the quéﬁiqn of the utility, or int;‘tility? of fuch a fyftem.
England * poffefles very great natural and political advantages, in
- ' ' which

oo
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_{v?mich,- perhaps, the countries f;h"@t ‘wé fhould, in this cafe, com .uﬁc'
with her,’ would be found to be pa]p'z.ﬂ‘le deficient. . Thc‘,naturg‘ of
her foil and climate is fuch, that thofe almoft univerfal failures in
.thc__crops pf grain, which are known in fome countries niever occur
in- E'ngland.»t ‘Her infular fituation and extended c;'mmcrce
peculiarly favourable for importation. Her numerous manufa&ua“?‘ v
employ all the hands that are not engaged in agriculture, and aﬁ'or:c;

- the means’ of a regular diftribution of the annual produce of the

land and labour to the whole of her inhabitants. . But above all
throughout a very large clafs of the people, a decided tafte for thc’
copv?r.nencics and comforts of life, a ftrong defire of bettering their
condition, that. mafter-fpring of publick profperity, and, in t‘f:onﬁ:-
quence, a moft laudable {pirit of induftry and forefight, a’rc obferved
to prevail.  Thefe difpofitions, fo contrary to the hopelefs indolen
remarked in defpotick countries, are probably gencrated, in rcci '
meafure, by the conftitution of the Englifh governmcn; 'm(% 't}a
excel.lerch of its laws, which fecurc to every individual th:z (rodu e
of hlS. induftry. When, therefore, on a- comparifon witlll) oth‘c::c
countries, England appears to have the édiranfége in the ftate of h .
poor, the fuperiority is entirely to be attributed to thefe favourab?r
?xrgum{’gances, -and not to the poor laws. A woman with one ba:;
ica‘xtt}rc ‘may greatly excel in beauty fome other who may hay
this mdw@ual feature tolerably good ; but it would be rather {:{r‘an )
to affert, in confequence, that the fuperior beauty of the former j:'
occafioned by this particular deformity. The poor laws Bavs’
conftantly tgnded, in the moft powerful manner, to countera® tﬁc
natural and acquired advantages of this country, Fortunately, th ‘fc
advantagcs have been fo confiderable, that, though greatly wcz)arllcn:de
they could not be entirely overcome; and to thefe advantages, an(i
thefe alo.nc, it is owing, that England has been able to bear 1’1 fo- -
long againt this pernicious fyftem. " I am fo ﬁrohgly of this o inI;ou -
t'hat I do not think that any other cbuntry in the world, ixccpé
4 A ‘ perhaps
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perhaps Holland before the revolution, ‘k;ould have adled upon it fo
completely, for the fame period of time, without utter ruin.

It has been propofed by fome, to eftablifh poor laws in Ir‘eylahvd;;;,
but, from the wretched’ and degraded fatc of the common people,,

" and the total want of that decent pride, which in England prevents.

fo many from having recourfe to parifh affiftance, there is little
reafon to doubt, that, on the eftablithment of fuch laws, the whplc
of the landed property. would very foon be abforbed, or the fyftem

be given up in defpair. ' o A ‘
In Sweden, from the dearths which arc not unfrequent, owing
to the general failure of crops in an unpropitious climate, and the
impoffibility of great importations in a poor country, .an attempt to
cftablifh a fyftem of parochial relief fuch as that in England, if it
were - not Afpc'edily abandoned from the phyfical impoffibility of
cxecufing it, would level the property of the kingdom from one
end to the other, and convulfc the focial fyftem in fuch a manner,
as abfolutely to prevent it from recovering its former ftate on the
rcturn of plenty. ' o o
. Even in France, with all her advantages of fituation and climate,
the tendency to population is fo great, and the want of forefight
among the lower claffes of the people fo confpicuous, that if poor
Jaws were cftablifhcd, the landed property would foon fink under
the burden, and the wretchednefs of the people at the fame time be
increafed.  On thefe confiderations the committee de Mendicité, at
the beginning of the revolution, very properly and judicioufly rejected
the eftablifhment of fuch a {yftem which had been propofed.

The exception of Holland, if it were an exception, . would arife
from very particular circumftances—her extenfive, foreign trade, and
her numerous colonial cmigra{ions, compared with the {mallnefs of
her territory ; and the extreme unhealthinefs of a great part of the
country, which occafions a much greater average mortality than
is common in other ftates, Thefe, I conceive, were the unobferved

EE

‘caufes
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No part of Germany'is fufficiently rich to fupport an extenfive

{yftem of parochial relicf; ‘but I am’ inclined to think, - that, *from -

/thc.fqb'fcn‘cc'of it,"the lower clafies of the peoplein fome parts of
| ](Z}e{'many, are in a better fituation than thofe of the fame clafs in
AngIAand. In Switzerland, for the fame reafon, their c‘ondiAtid'n,

‘before the late troubles, was perhaps univerfally fuperior. And-in

:ell) Journcy through the dutchies of Holftein and Slefiwick belonging to
cnmark, the houfes of the lower clafles of people appeared to me
to be neater and better, and, in general, there were fewer indications

“of poverty and wretchcdnéfs among them, than among the fame

ranks in this country. ) : .
Even in .Norway, notwithftanding the difadvantage of a fevere
and uncertain climate, from the little that I faw in a few wecks

. refidence in the country, and the information that I could colle®

' from others, T am inclined to think, that the poor were, on the

average, bf:tter off than in England. Their houfes and clothing
were fuperior, and, though they had no white bread, they had much

. more meat, fith, and milk, than our labourers; and I particularly

remzl{rked, that thc farmers’ boys were much ftouter and healthier
looking lads than thofe of the fame defcription in England. This

" degree- of happinefs, fuperior to what could be expeed from the

foil and climate, arifes almoft cxclufively from the degree in which .

the Prevcntivc check to population operites; and the cftablithment
of a'{yftem of poor laws which would deftroy this check, would at

once fink the lower clafles of the people into a ftate of the moft

* miferable poverty:and wretchednefs; -would diminifh their induftry,

famines,

and confequently the produce of the land and labour of the country ;
vx;o.uld weaken the refources of ingenuity in times of fcarcity ; and
ultimatcly involve the country in all the horrors of continual
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If, as in Treland, and in Spain, and many of the fouthern

" countries, the people be in fo degraded a ftate, as to propagate their

—

fpecies like brutes, totally regardlefs of cqnfequenccs, it matters
little, whether they have poor laws or not. - Mifery in all its various
forms muft be the predominant check to their increafe. Poor laws,
indeed, will always tend to aggravate the evil, by diminithing the
general ‘rlcfourccs‘ of the country, and, in fuch a ftate of things, could

" exift only for a very fhort time; but with, or without them, no

ftretch of human ingenuity and exertion could refcuc the people frém
the moft extreme poverty and wretchednefs. '

. . CHAP.
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"CHAP. VIIL

Of the modes of correting the prevailing opinions on the fubjelt éf' '

- Population.

Ir is not encugh to abolith all the pofitive inftitutions which en-
courage population; but we muft endeavour, at the fame time, to

“corre& the prevailing opinions, which have the fame, or perhaps even

a more powerful, effe&. ~ This muft neceffarily be a work of time ;

" and can only be done, by circulating jufter notions on thefe fubjeds,

in writings and converfation; and by endeavouring to imprefs as

ftrongly as poffibie on the publick mind, that it is not the duty of
~man fimply to propagate his fpecies, but to propagate virtue and
‘happinefs ;. and that, if he has not a tolerably fair profpeét of doing’

this, he is by no means called upon to leave defecendants. . °

_ The merits of the childlefs, and of thofe who have brought up large
. families, ihbuld be. compared. without prejudice, and their different
“influenee on the general happinefs of fociety juftly appreciated. -

The matron who. has reared a family of ten or twelve children,

‘and whofc fons, perhaps; may be fighting the battles of their
:country, is. apt to. think that fociety owes her much; and this
-imaginary debt, fociety is,” in. general, fully inclined to acknow-

ledge. But if the fubject be fairly confidered, and the re{pé_&ed

. matron weighed in the fcales of juftice againft the neglected.

old maid, it is poffible that the matron might kick the beam..
She will appear rather in. the charader of a monopolift, than
of a great benefactor to the ftate. If fhe had not married and

‘ had:
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had fo manychildren, other members of the fociety might have cnjoyed

 this fatisfadion; and there is no particular reafon for fuppofing that

her fons would fight better for their country than the fons of
other women. She has therefore rather fubtracted from, than added

_ to, the happinefs of the other parts of focicty. The old maid, on

the contrary, has cxalted- others by depreffing herfelf, Her felf-

denial has made room for another marriage, without any additional
“diftrefs; and fhe has not, like the generality of :men, in avoiding

one error, fallen into its oppofite.  She has really and truly contri-
buted more to the happinefs of the reft of the fociety arifing from

the pleafures of marriage, than if fhe had entered in this union .

-herfelf, and had befides portioned twenty maidens with a hundred
pounds each ; *whofe particular happinefs would have been balanced,

‘either by an” increafe in the general difficulties of rearing children :
-and getting employment, or by the neceffity of celibacy in twenty

-other maidens fomewhere elfe. "Like the - truly b‘cnclvolént; man in
-an irremediable fcarcity, fhe has diminithed her own confumption,

“inftead of raifing up a few particular people, by prefling down the

‘reft.  On a fair comparifon, therefore, the ‘feems to have a better
founded claim to the gratitude of fociety than the métrop. ‘Whether
we could alw:{y& co.mplcteiy fympathizé with the motives of her
:condu@, has not rﬁu‘ch) to do-with the queftion. The particular

.“motive which influcnced the matron to.marry, was  certainly not

the good of her country. To refufe ‘ﬁ'prop:r tribute of refpect
-to the old maid, becaufc fhe was not- direétly influenced in her
condu& by the defire of conferring on fociety a certain benefit, which,
‘though it muft undoubtedly exift, muft neceflarily be fo diffufed
-as to be invifible tb her, is in ‘the higheft degree impolitick and
‘unjuft. It is expeding a ftrain of virtue beyond humanity. If we
never reward any pcrfoné with our approbﬁi_:ibn, but thofec who are

exclufively influenced by motives of general benevolence, this power-
“ful encouragement to good actions will not be very often called

into - exercifc.

There
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. .- There are very few women who might not have married in fome
_ wayorother. The old maid, who has cither never formed an attach-

ment, or has been difappointed in the objet of it, has, under the cir-
"cumftances in which fhe has been placed; conduéted herfelf with the
moft perfe& propriety ; and has a&ed a much more virtuoﬁs and
honourable part in fociety, than thofe women who marry without 4
proRer degree of love, oor at leaft of efteem, for-their hufbands: ;.
fpccu?s of immorality which is not reprobated as it deferves ‘ e

If, in con.aparifons of this kind, we thould be compelled to .acknow-
ledge that, in confidering the gencral tendency of population to increafe
Abcyon..d the means of fubﬁﬁ:ncc, the condu@ of the old maid had
contributed more to the happinefs of the fociety than that of the

- matron; it will furely appear, not only unjuft, but ftrikingly impo- -

lit'ick, not - to proportion our tribute of honour and eftimation mor
fairly according to their refpective merits, Though we fhould ﬁoi \
go fo far as to reward fingle women with particular diftin@ions ;
yet the plaineft principles of cquity and policy require, that t} ,
.rcfpc&-which they might claim from their perfonal chareié’c’er ﬂlbulzle
in no way whatever, be impeded by their particular fituation ; ::nd that’
~with regard to rank, precedence, and the ceremonial att’éntions o;'

| fociety, they thould be completely on a level with married women, -

IF is‘f’cill however true, that the lifc of a married perfon with a
farnlly, 1s of more confequence to fociety than that of a fingle crfbh“
l?ecaufe, when there is a family of children already born, it if of th;
utmoft importance, that they fhould be well taken c,are off, and
well educated ; and of this there is very feldom fo fair a prob’tl,ailit'
when they have loft their parents. Our objeé thould be mé;el tZ
corre&.thc prevailing opinions with regard to the duty of marriaye ;
ar{d,_ without pofitively difcouraging it, to prevent any perfons ‘ﬁin;
bcu-lg attrg&ed, or driven into this ftate by the refpet and .honour
which await the marricd dame, and the neglec and i11convéniénc
attendant on the fingle woman. ©

It is perfe@ly abfurd as well as unjuft, that a giady girl of fixteen

" thould, '
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' 1 ied, be confidered by the forms-of fo-.

[ , becaufe the 1s married, bc,t.:on‘ ‘ :

{01:::}}(13 the protector of women of thirty, thould come firft into the

oom, {hould be affigned the higheft place at table, and be the pro-
T s
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larly addrefled. Thofe who believe that thefe diftin&ions, added to
‘cularl;

~+ long confinement of fingle women to the parental rpof,' Zmi'
thc'vmy' ; spelled, on all occafions, to occupy the back ground o
e 't?cmg c}?n z not,an influence in impelling many young women.
'thc ipi 'm(rl ftate againft their natural inclinations, and w1thop.t
o thg nc]lamece of rcg;rd for their intended hufbands, do not, as.IIl
e cg;on with much knowledge of human natflre. A'nd ti
GOIICCIVC&Z:S are changed, as far as circumftances - will admlt, an((il :
:llzzfic?;lc& and liberty which women enjoy, are made to ch‘cn

more upon perfonal charader and propriety of condu&, than upon

i i knowledged, that
i i d or fingle; it muft be ac
r fituation as marricd Ol @ & e
tlr:‘;ng the higher ranks of life we encourage marrage by conft
a ‘ |

pr(:Ittflis not, however, among the higher ranks of focmtyf,. t :;ia ;
have moft ;cafori to apprehend the too great f:rcque.ncy of n};‘t i i "
Though the circulation of jufter notions on this fubjet might,

ity, many. .
in this -pa.rt'of the community, do much good, and prevent many

this purpofe, or not, we may reft affured, that the degree of proper: .
18 3 3

pride, and fpirit of independence, almoft invariably ‘conne&ted with

tive check to a confiderable extent. All that the focmtyhza;r;
przgimy require of its members is, that they Qmuld 1;)ot by
I':mili;s without being able to fupport thfm. Tlus:1 n:;)lrs cthougi
cnijoined as a folemn duty. Every reftraint beyon fd, though
NE. oints of view highly defirable, muft be confidered as '
ﬁa:z:ill{)fpchbicc and tafte; but, from what we already know o

" the habits which prevail among the higher ranks of life, we have

rcafon
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tn_'u‘ghit in thefe parifh fchools; and T cannot

impoffible to be in “any degree
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reafon to think, that little more is wanted to attain the object required -

fingle women, and to. remove- the diftin@ions in tavour of married
women, {o as to place them exactly upon a level ; a change” which,
independently of any, particular purpofc in view, the plaineft prin-

than to aiwvard .a: greater degree of réfpc_& and of perfonal l{berty to

ciples of equity feem to demand.
L, ?‘UT}QIJS the higher clafles of focicty,
operation of the preventive check to population to a fufficient degree,.
appear to be attainable without much difficulty ;  the obvious mode of
proceeding With the lower clafles of fociety, where the point is of the
principal importance, is, to endeavour to infufe into them a portion
‘of that knowledge and forefight, which fo much facilitates the attain®
ment of this object in the educated part of the community,
.- The faireft chance of accompl
. by.;'tﬁek:e;{ll’abliﬂ_l‘mc:nt of a fyftem of parochial education upon a plan
fimilar to that propofed by Dr. Smith®,
ﬁ'l‘b;jg.&s‘ of ipﬁgu&i@n, and thofc Which’h
be di»fpotfc‘d. to lay confiderable ftrefs on t
thc real ﬁaAtc‘:of the lower clafles of focie
“ciple of }v)opulatic')“r:l,' and thcir corif‘cquént
for the chief part of their happinefs, or
time, a few of the fimpleft princi
added to thefe inftru®ions, the
incalculable®,

the obje& of fécurhig HIC_;

e h;a‘sAmc‘hﬁoned, I fhoﬁld
he fréqu'c‘nt‘ qxplahqﬁon of
ty, as affected by the prin-
‘de-pcx'ldcncc bq tliénifclvcs,
mifery. If, in the courfe of
ples of political economy could be
benefit to;fgc,iqty.'would be almoft
- In fome 'cbhvcrﬁitionsWith labouring men, :d_u'rihg
e SR S R .- the
"3 Wealth of Nat}ons,l vol. iii. b. v01 p.187. 5 - ST _

® Dr. Smith propofes that th’c‘elemén.tar'y parts of geometry and m}echfm}cs thould he
‘ ! help thinking that the common principles
by which markets are regulated might be made fufficiently clear, to be of confiderable

ufe. It is certainly a fubje@, that, as it interefts the lower claffes of people nearly, would
be likely to'atiya& their attention. At the fame time, it muft be confeffed, that it is

fahguinc on ' this point, recolle@ting  how very
ignorant in general the educated part of the community is of thefc principles. If,
however, political cconomy cannot be taught to the common people, I really think that
it ought to form a branch of a univerfity education.  Scotland has fet us an example in

#B this

ithing this .end, would proB:ibltj.r';l“);;

- In_addition to the ufual
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354 . Ofthe modes of correcting the jr‘e@m‘ljng
the late fearcitics, T confefs that Twas to the laft ﬁegrcé difh.eartencd,"
at obferving their inveterate préjudiggs on the f.ul?_)'c& of grain;: and I
felt very frongly the almoft abfolute _'mcompg@hh;y of a government
really free, with fuch a degrec of ignorance.: The deluﬁon? -are. of
{uch a nature, that, if aéted upon, th.ey' ;muﬁ,‘-’ a.t: all: events, be
rcprcﬁbd by force; and it is extremely difficult ‘to' give fuc'h a power
to the govcrnincﬁt as will be fufficient at all times for th}S Pu;pc?fc,
withott the rifk of its being employed imp;pperl):, and em?at-]g?mg
the ]>ib’crty of the fubjeét. And this reﬂe&ion cannqt bu‘t‘bg d;lﬂl_é?‘rt-,
éning to every friénd’tﬁ frepdom. SR ST s
. We have lavifhed immenfe” fums on the poor, wh{cll we h_aj\{c
c‘xyfe'ry' reafon to think-haye- conftantly tended to aggravate their

:BOOK IV,

" mifery. . But in" their education, ‘and in the circulation of thofe

‘imiportant political truths that moft nearly concern them, which are -

perhaps the only means in our power of really raifing their condition,

and ‘of making them happier men and more peaceable fubjects, ‘we

" have been miferably deficient. It is furely a great national difgrace,’

in them, any kind of biss which they pleafe. And even the improve:

- from ignorance, aggravate the evils o

that the éducation of the lower claffes ‘of people in England fhould'

be left merely to a few funday fchools, fupported by a fubfcription

from individuals, who of courfe can give to the courfe of 1nﬁr\;&1§)n; .

thi;‘{-efp'c&, which we ought not to be fo flow to imitate. It is of thg)vfc}:y Timpﬂ;
importance, that the gef{tlemen of the country, and pamcularly' the clergy, fhould not,
from : f fcarcity every time that it unfortunately occurs.
men in the kingdom richly

i a ths, half of the gentlemen and clergymen 1n the Xkingcc
A 3 n. After inflaming the minds of the common

1 to have been ‘profecuted for fedition.. : : :
gf:{:;:]v:‘ag;n;l the f:\m:)er‘s and corn-dealeis, by the manner In which they talked of them,

or preached about them, it.was buta fecble antidote to the poifon which t?ley had i{lfl(l]fed,
co‘f])ly to obferve, that however the poor might be opprefled or cheated, it was their duty

to kecp the peace. It was little better than Anthony’s repeated declaration, that the .

confpirators were all honourable men ; which did - not fave cither their hquf?s.or th‘el'i;
perfons from the attacks of the mob. Political economy is pcrhzlps' th(.: oquf Cl'e‘;c'ehié
which it may be faid, that the ignorance of it is not merely a dcprwauon of good, but
cs gre? ive evil, . Do .
9r9du§:cs great pofitiv s

oy

. that the confcquences would probably be fatal to government. But,
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‘ment of funday {chools, i for objeétionable as they are in fome points: .
of view, 'and - imperfeé in all, -I cannot but confider them as an

imptovement, is of very late date,” - 1 o oo Lo
- The arguments whichhave ‘been urged againft inftruding the
people, appear.to me to be not only illiberal, -but to the lit degree:
fecble ; and they ought, on the contrary, to be extremely forcible, : ‘
and to be fupported by the moft obvious and ftriking neceflity, to . T
warrant us in withholding the means of raifing the condition of the N '
lower clafles of people, when they are.in our power.: Thofe who
will not liften to any anfwer to thefe arguments drawn from theory,
cannot, I think, refufe the teftimony of experience ; :and "I would
afk, whether the advantage of fuperior inftru&tion which the lower.
clafes of people in VScotlan‘d are ‘known  to poflefs, has appearcd to
have any tendency towards creating a {pirit of tumult and difcontent -
amongft them. And yet from the natural inferiority of its foil and
climate,’ the preflure of want is more conftant, and thc dearths are
not only more ﬁ‘equcnf, but. more dreadful than.in England. In
the cafe of Scotland, the knowledge circulated among the common-
people, though not fufficient cffentially to - better their condition by
increafing, in an adequate degree, their habits of prudence and fore- -
fight ; has yet the effe@ of making them bear with patience the cvils
which they fuffer, from being awarc of the folly and inefficacy of
turbulence. The quiet and pcaceable habits of the inftructed Scotch
peafant, compziljcd with the turbulent difpofition of the iqurant
Irifhman, ought not to be without cffe upon every impartial
reafoner. o ) ' S S S e
"The principal "argument that I have heard advanced.againft a
fyftem of national education in England, is, that the common people
would be put in a capacity to read fuch works as thofe of Paine, and

on this fubjed, 1 agree moft cordially with Dr, Smith* 'in thinking,

* Wealth o Nations, vol.iii. b, v, ¢.i. p. 192,

4Bz - . 4 that
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that an - ‘inftruted and well-informed peoplc, would be fich lefs
likely to bg led away by inflammatory ‘writings; and wouldvbc much
better able to deteét the falfe declamation of interefted and ambitious.
dcinago'ghes,“"thah én ighorant people. ‘One ‘or two rcadcrs in' a

" be gained to the democratic fide, they will probably ha.ve the powcr‘ /

of doing much more mifchief, by fele@&ing the paflages ‘beft fuited:
to their hearers, and’ chooﬁnv the moments when their oratory is
likely to have the moft effc& ~than if cach individual in the parifh’
had been in'a capacity to read and judge of the whole work him--

felf; and, at the famie time, to read and judge of the oppoﬁng '1rgu—

ments, which we may fuppofe would alfo reach him.
- But in addition to this, a double wclght would undoubtedly bc.
added to the obfervation of Dr. Smith, if thefe {chools were made

the means of inftructing the people in the real nature of their fitua-

tion; if they were taught, what is really true, that, without an

_ increafe of their own induftry and prudence, no change of govern-

ment could eflentially better their condition ; that though they
might .get rid of fome particular grievance, yet that, in the great
point of fupporting their families, they would' be but little, or. per-
haps not at all benefited ; that a’ revolution would not alter in their
favour the proportion of the fupply of labour to the demand, or the

‘quantity of food to the numbcr of the confumers; and that, if the

fupply of labour were greater than'the demand, and the demand for
food greater than the fupply, they might fuffer .the utmotft feverity
of want, under the freeft, the moft perfed, and beft cxccutcd
governmeent that the human 1ma<rmat10n could conceive.

A knowledge of thefe truths, fo obvioufly tends to promote peace
and quietnefs, to weaken the effe® of inflammatory writings, and to
prevent all unreafonable and ill-dire&ed oppofition to the confti-
tuted authoritics, that thofe, who would fill objelt to the mf’cruc‘hon
of the peoplc, may fairly be fufpeé’ccd of a wifh to encourage their

IR ignorance, -
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ignorance, as a pretext for tyranny, and an opportunity of increafing R o
the power and the influence of the executive government. :
Befides corre@ing the prevailing opinions refpecting marriage, and
cxplammg the real fituation of the lower clafles of fociety, as depend-
ing almoft entirely upon themfelves for their happinefs or mifery ;
‘the parochial fehools would, by carly inftruction and the judicious
dx{trlbutlon of rewards, have the faireft chance of trammg up the
rifing gcncratlon in habits of fobriety, induftry, independence, and »
prudence, and in a proper difcharge of their rchglous duties; which T _ L
‘would raife them from their prefent degradcd ftate, and approximate
them, in fome degree, to .the middle cliffes of focxcty, whofe habits,
gcnerally fpeaking, are certamly fupcnor. : .

-1n. moft countries, among the :lower’ clafles - of pPoplc, there
appears to ‘be fomething like a ftandard of - wretchednefs, a point
below which, they. will not continue to marry and propagate their
fpccms ~This ftandard is different in different countries, and is
. formed by various concurring ¢ circumftances of foil, climate, govern=~
ment, degree of knowledge, and - civilization, &c. The principal

' cxrcumﬁances which contribute to ra:fc it, are, hbcrty, fecurlty of
property, the fpread of knowledge, and a tafte for the conveniences
and the comforts of life. Thofe which contribute prmcxp"dly to
lower 1t arc defpotum and ignorance.

. In an attempt to better the condition of the lowcr claﬁ'cC of focxety,
our object fhould be to “raife this ftandard as high as poffible, by cul-
tivating a fpirit of 1ndcpend€ncc, a decent prlde, and a tafte for clean-
linefs and comfort among the poor. Thefe habits would be beft
inculcated by a fyftem of general education and, when firongly
fixed, would be the moft powerful means of preventing their mar-
rying with the profpe& of being obliged to forfeit fuch advant'lgcs ; ‘
and would confequently raife them nearer to the middle clafles of S
fociety, | :

CHAP. VIIL
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"Of the direction of our charity.
Ax im{:ortant,and interefting inquiry yet remains, relating to the
mede, by which we could direct our private charity, fo as not to
interfere ‘with the great obje@ in view, of ameliorating the condition
of the lower claffes of people, by preventing the - populatlon from
prcfﬁng too hard againft the limits of the means of fubfiftence. -

Thé emotion which prompts us to relieve our fellow-creatures in
diftrefs,‘ is like all our other natural paffions, general, and in fome
degree indifcriminate and blind. Our feelings of compaffion may be
worked up to a higher pitch by a well-wrought fcene in a play, or a
fiitious tale in a novel, than by almott any events in real life; and
if, among ten petitioners, we were to liften only to the firft impulfes
of our feelings, without making further i mqulrles, we fhould undoubt-
cdly give our affiftance to the beft &or of the party. - It is evident,

thercfore, that the lmp.ulfc,of bcnevolcnce, like the impulfes of love, .

of anger, of ambition, of eating and drinking, or any other of our

natural propenfities, muft be regulated by experience, and frequently

brought to the teft of utlhty, or it will defeat its 1ntcnded purpofc
The apparent objec of the paflion between the fexes is, the con-

tinuation of the fpecies, and the formation of fuch an intimate union

of views and interefts between two pcrfons, as will beft promote

their happlnefs, and at the fame time fecure the proper degree of

attention ‘to the helplefsnefs of infancy and the education of the.
zxﬁng generation ; but if every man were to obey at all times the
impulfes
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1mpulfes of nature in the gratlﬁcatlon of this pa{’ﬁon, ‘without rcg'lrd
to: confequenccs, the principal part of the important obje&s would
not be attained, and ' even the continuation of thc fpemcs might be
defeated by a promifcuous mtercourfe .
~‘The apparent end of the impulfe of benevolence, is - to draw the
wholc human race together, but more partxcularly that part of it
which is of our own nation and klndrcd, in the bonds of brothcr]y
love ; and by glvmg men an intereft in the happinefs and mzfcry of
their fellow - creatures, to  prompt them, as they have power, to miti-
gate fome of the partial evils arifing from general laws, and thus to.
increafe the fum of human happmefs but if our benevolence be
indifcriminate, and the degree of apparent diftrefs be made the fole
meafure of our liberality, it is evident, that it.will be exercifed:

: almoﬁ exclufively upori common beggars, while modeft unobtrufive:
' mcnt, ﬁrugglmg with unavoidable dlfﬁCulthS, yet ftill maintaining,

fome flight appearances of deccncy and cleanlinefs, will be totally
negleé’ct.d We  fhall raife’ the, worthlefs above the Worthy, we
thall cncouragc indolence and check induftry; and, in the moft

‘ marked manner, fubtra& from the fum of human happlncfs.
Our cxperncnce ‘has, indeed, informed us, that the impulfe of
-benevolence is not fo ftrong as the paﬁion between the fexes; and:

that, generally fpeaking, there is much lefs danger to be apprehended.
from the mdu]gcnce of the former than of the latter; but, independ-
ent]y of this experience, and of the moral codes foundcd upon it, a
youth of eighteen would be as completely juftified in mdulglng the:
fexual paffion with every object capable of exciting it, asin following'
1nd1fcr1mmately every impulfe of his bcncvolcnce -They are both:
natural paffions which are excited by their appropriate- objedts, and:
to the gratxﬁcatlon of which, we-are prompted by the pleafurable
fenfations which accompany them. "~ As animals, or till we -know-
their confcqucnccs, our only bufinefs is to follow thefe difatcs of
nature ;. but, as reafonablc beings, we are under the ftrongeft obhga-
tions to attend to their confequences ; and if they be evil to. our-

' 3 ) ‘ felves
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felves or others, we may juftly confider it as an indication that fuch a

“mode of ifxdulging thefe paflions is not fuited to our ftate, or con-

formable to-the will of God.As moral agcnts,*tll'erchfé, it is clearly

o : . . . y . .- . . . ions .
our duty to reftrain their indulgence in thefe -particular directions ;

and by thus carefully cxamining the confequences of our natural

paffions, and frequently bringing them to the teft of utility,.grgdue}IIy
to acquire a habit of gratifying them, only in that way, which, being

unattended with evil, will clearly add to the fum of human I.mP.Pi-_’
" nefs, and fulfil the apparent purpofe of the Creator.. -~ * - .°

« Though utility, therefore, can né.vmt be the imm_ediat'c e}Fcitcmcnt
to the gratification of any paffion, it is the teft by‘ which 'alone we
can know, whether it ought, or ought not, to bf: mdqlged; and is,
thercfore, the fureft foundation of all morality which can be qol}e&cd ,
from the light of nature. - All the moral codes which have incul-
‘cated the fubjection of the paffions to reafon, have been, as I con-.
ceive, really built upon this foundation, whether the promu]gators of
them were aware of it or not. . -~ .. L
-1 remind the reader of thefe truths, in order to apply the'm to the
hélbitual direétion - of",(‘)ur charity; and, if we keep the _Cl'ltCl‘lOIl.Of
utility conftantly in view, we may find ample room for. the ex}c»r(flfc
of our benevolence, without interfering with the great purpofe which-.
we have to accomplifh, L , , :

. One of the moft valuable parts of charity, is its effe& upon the

giver. It is more blefled to give than to receive. Suppofing -it t.()
be allowed, that the exercife of our benevolence in aés of charity is
not, upon the whole, really beneficial to the poor, yet we could never
fan&ion any endeavour to extinguifh an impulfe, ’ch.c proper gratifica-
tion of which- has fo evident a tendency to purify and exalt the
human mind. r;vBruvt it is particularly fatisfactory and pleafing to find,

- that the mode of exercifing our charity, which, when brought to the

teft of utility, will appear to be moft bencficial to the poor, is pre-

cifely that, which will have the beft and moft improving cffet on

the mind of the donor.

| Tlie
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The quality of charity like that of mercy,

) ¢ is not firained;
¢ It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
- ¢ Upon the earth beneath.”

The immenfe fums diftributed to the poor, in this country, by the
parochial laws, ‘are impropcrly called charity. They want its moft
diftinguithing attribute; and, as it might be expeéted, from an attempt

to force that which lofes its eflence the moment that it ceafes to be -

voluntary, their effe@ upon thofe from whom they are colle&ed are

as prejudicial, as on thofe to whom they are diftributed. On the-

fide of the receivers of this mifcalled charity, inftcad of real relief, we
find accumulated diftrefs and morc extended poverty; on the fide of
the givers, inftead of pleafurable fenfations, unceafing difcontent and
irritation, - ‘ B S

In the great charitable inflitutions fupported by voluntary contri-
butions, many of which are certainly of a prejudicial tendency, the
{ubfcriptions, I am inclined to fear, are fometimes given grudgingly,
and rather becaufe they are expected by the world from certain fta-
tions, and certain fortunes, than becaufe they are prompted by‘
motives of genuine beneyolence; and as the greater part of the fub-
{cribers do not intereft thcm_fclvcs in the management of the funds,
or in the fate of the particular objeéts relieved, it is not to be expected
that this kind of charity fhould have any ftrikingly beneficial influence
on the minds of the majority who exercife it. : :

Even in the relief of co_mmofl beggars, we fhall find that we are
more frequently influericed by the defire of getting rid of the impor-
tunitics of a difgufting obje&, than by the pleafure of relicving it.
We with that it had not fallen in our way, rather than rejoice in the
opportunity given us of aflifting a fellow-creature. ‘We feel a painful’
emotion at the fight of fo much apparent mifery ; but the pittance we
give does not rcliclvc it. We know that it is totally inadequate to
produce any cflential cffct.  We know, befides, that we fhall be
: 4C ' addrefled

!
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addrefled in the fame manner at the corner of the next fireet;. and
we know that we arc liable to the groffeft impoftures. We hurry,
therefore, fometimes by them, and fhut our ecars to their importu-
nate demands. - We give no more than.we can help giving without
doing acual violence to our fcclings.  Our charity is in fome degree
forced; and, like forced charity, it leaves no fatisfactory impreffion on
the mind, and cannot, therefore, have any very beneficial and improv-
ing effec on the heart and affections. A R

. But it is far otherwife with that voluntary and ad&ive . charity, . ’
which makes itfelf acquainted with the objects which it relieves;

which feems to feel, and to be proud of, tlic bond which unites the

rich with the poor ; which enters into their houfes ; informs itfelf not

only of their wants, but of their habits and difpo_ﬁtioﬁs ; checks the
hopes -of clamorous and obtrufive poverty, with no other recommen-

dation but rags ; and encourages with adequate relief the filent and

retiring fufferer, labouring under unimerited difficulties. .- This mode
of exercifing our charity prefents a very different picture from that of
any ot‘her;‘- and its contraft with the common mode of parifh relief,
cannot be better defcribed thin in the words of M. Townfend, in
the conclufion of -his admirable differtation on the Poor Laws:
"« Nothing in nature can be more difgufting than a parith pay-table,
¢ attendant upon which, in the fame objects of mifery, are too often
¢ found combined, muff, gin, rags, vermin, infolence, and abufive
“ language ; nor in nature, can any thing be more beautiful than
¢ the mild complacency of benevolence haftening to the humble
« cottage to rclieve the wants of induftry and virtue, to feed the
¢ hungry, to clothe the - naked, and to foothe the forrows of the
« widow with her tender orphans; nothing can be mere pleafing,’
«-qynlefs it” be their fparkling eyes, their burfting tears, and their
« uplifted hands, the artlefs expreflions of unteigned gratitude for

c-
-~

# men fhall have power to difpofe of their own property.”

much

unexpected favours,  Such fcenes will frequently occur whenever

T conceive. it to be almoft impeflible, that any perfon could be -

CHAP. IX. Of the direction of our charity.

n?uch engaged in_fuch fcenes without dai]:y ‘making advances in
virtue. No exercife of our affeions can have a Omo'rc cvident
tendency to purify and exalt the human ‘mind. It is almoft
» .cxcluﬁvely this fpecies of charity that blefleth him. that gives; and
ina general view, it is” almoft exclufively this fpecies of c’harit'i
whlch_ blefleth him that takes; at leaft it may be afferted ‘tln?t
there is no other mode of exercifing our charity, in which largé, fun‘is
can be diftributed without a greater chance of producing evil than
- go()d_ _ A - . . . . : ° ‘ ’
‘ The difcfctipnary power of giving or Withholding relicf, whicli
1s, to a certain extent, vefted in parifh officers and ju‘f’ticcs is of a
very different nature, and will have a very different cﬁ“c:ﬁ: from
the diﬁ;rimination_ which may be exercifed by voluntary é,harity.
Every man in this countjy, under certain circumftances, is entitled
by law to parith affiftance; and unlefs his difqualification be clearly
Proved, ‘has a right to complain if it be 'withhéld. The inquiric;s
neceflary to fettle this point, and alfo the extent of the relief to
be 'g{anted, too often produce evafion and lying on the ‘part of the
petitioner, and afford an opening to partiality and oppreflion in the
oxr'erfger, If the propofed relief be given, it is of ‘courfe received
'ﬂtlth unthankfulnefs ; and if it be denied, the party gencrally thinks
him{elf feverely aggrieved, ‘and feels refentment and indignation at
his treatment. ‘ ‘ . '
* In the diftribution of voluntary charity, nothing of this kind can
take place. The perfon who receives it, is made the proper fubjc&

“of the pleafurable fenfation of gratitude ; “and thofe who do not

'rc‘ceive it, cannot poffibly conceive themfelves, in the ﬂighteﬁ‘ dégrcc'
jured.  Every man has a right to do what he will with his own X
;Lfld cannot, in juftice, be called upon’ to render a reafon why h(:
gives 1n the one cafe, and abftains from it in the other. This kind"
of .d.cfpotic power, eflential to voluntary charity, gives the arcateft
facility to'thc felection of worthy obje@s of relief, .withbutﬁ3 being
:}cfcompamcd by any ill confequences;  and has further a nioft

beneficial
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beneficial effect frd‘rn the - degree of uncertainty which muft necef
farily be attached to it. ‘1t is, in the higheft degree, important to
the general happinefs of the poor, that no man fhould look- to
charity, as a fund on which he may conﬁdently dcpend He fhould
be taught that his own exertions, his own induftry and forefight,
were his only juft ground of dependence; that if thefe failed, affift-
ance in his diftrefles could only be the fubject of rational hope; and
that even the foundation of this hope muft be in his own good
condu&®, and the confcioufnefs that hc had not involved himfelf
in thefe difficulties by his indolence or imprudence.

“That, in the diftribution of our charity, we are under a ftrong
moral obligation to inculcate this Icflon on the poor, by a proper
difcrimination, - is a truth, of which I cannot feel a doubt. If all
could be completely relieved, and poverty banifhed from the country,
cven at .the expence of three-fourths of the fortunes of the rich, I

would be the laft to fay a fingle fyllable againft relieving all, and '

making the degree of diftrefs alone the meafure of our bounty. But
as expencnce has proved, 1 believe without a ﬁngle cxccptxon, that

poverty and mifery have always increafed in proportion to the

quantity of mdlfcnmmatc charxty, are we not bound to infer,
reafoning as we ufually do from the laws of nature, that it is an
mtlmatlon, that fuch a mode of diftribution is not the proper office
‘of benevolence. o .
The laws of nature ﬁy, with St. Paul “1If a man will not work,
« neither {hall he cat.”” They alfo f'ly, that he is not rafhly to truft

to Pro‘vidcyn_cch They appear indeed to be conftant and uniform

for the exprefs purque.o‘f telling him what he is to truft to, and
that if he marry, without being able to fupport a family, he muft

" exped fevere want.  Thefe intimations appear from, the conftitution

of haman nature to be abfolutcly neccﬂlu y, and to have a ﬁnkmgly
beneficial tendency.. Ifin the direction either of our publick or our

pnvutc charity, we ﬁy, that though a man will not work, yet he thall

cat ; and though he marry, without being able to fupport a family,
yet
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yet his famlly fhall be fupportcd, it is evident that we do not
merely endeavour to mitigate fome of the partial evils arifing from
general laws, but regularly- and fyftematically to' countera& the
obviouﬂy beneficial effeés of thefc general laws themfelves., And
we cannot ea{ily conceive, that the Deity thould 1mplant any pa{f on
in the human breaft for fuch a purpofc. :

In the great courfe of human events, the beft-founded expectations -
will fometimes be difappointed ; and induftry, prudence, and virtuc,
not only fail of their juft reward, but be involved in unmerited
calamitics. Thofc whoare thus fuffering in fpite of the beft-
directed endeavours to avoid it, and from caufes which they could
not be expeéted to forefee, are the genuine objeés of charity, In
relieving thefc,. we cxercife the appropriate office of bencvolence,
that of mitigating fome of the partial evils arifing from general laws;
and in this dire&tion of our charity, therefore, we need not apprchend
any ill confequences.  Such objects ought to be relieved accordmg
to our means liberally and adequatcly, even though the worthlefs were
ftarving.

- When indeed, this firft cl'urn on our benevolcnce was fatisfied,
we might then turn our attention to the idle and improvident: but
the interefts of human happinefs moft élcarly require, that the relief
which we afford them fhould be very fcanty.” We may perhaps.
take upon ourfclves, with great caution, to mitigate, in fome
degree, the punithments which they are fuffering from the laws of
nature; -but on no account to remove them entirely. They are
defervedly at the bottom, in the fcale of fociety ; and, if we raife
them from this fituation, we not only palpably defeat the end of
benevolence, but commit a moft glaring injuftice to thofe who-
are above them. They fhould on no account be enabled to com-
mand fo much of the neceffarics of life, as can be obtained by the
worft-paid common labour. The browneft bread, with the coarfeft
and fcantieft apparel, is the utmoft which they fhould have the
means of purchafing.

It
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B It is cvident that thefe rcafonings do not apply to thofe cafcs' of
' urgcntﬂdiﬁr'cfs arifing from- di_faﬁrpus accidents, unconnc&cq with
habits of indolence and improvidence. - If a man break a leg or an
an;l, we arc not to ftop to inquirc into his moral character before
m;c lehé h‘im‘our affiftance ; but in this- cafe we are perfedtly con-
fif’ccnt, and the touchftone of utility complctcly- _jufhflcs our conduét.
By affording the moft indifcriminate affiftance in th'ls way, we are
in little danger of encouraging people to brcztk their arms and ]e.gs,
According to thestouchftone of utility, the lugh‘ approbathn which
éhriﬁ gave to the condué& of the good Sa.rnarntz'm,._ who followed
the immediate impulfe of his benevolence in relieving . a ftranger,
in the urgcht diftrefs of an accidgnt, does not, in the f_n.aallcﬁ‘degrcc,'
contradi¢t the expreflions of St.Paul, ¢ If a man will not W(?rk,‘
¢ neither 1 he eat.” - . T , ‘ :

, gs;;h::efbril)t, however, in any cafe, to lofc a prefent opportgmty
of ‘dbing good, from the mere fuppofition that we may kpoﬁibly meet
with a worthier object. . In all doubtful cafes, it may fafely be laid
" down as our duty, to follow the natural impulfe of our bencvolencc;
but when, in fulfilling our obligation as reafonable beings, to attend

to the confequences of our a&ions, we have, from our own expe-

rience and that of others, drawn the c'o.ncl_u.ﬁon, tha‘f th.c ex;rgifjc_
of ‘our benevolence in one mode is .pre‘)udlm_al, and in another is
beneficial, in its effe@s, we are certainly l?ounfi, as ‘moral qgents, to
check our natural propenfities in the one dlrc&lon., and to encourage
them, and acquire the habits of exercifing them, in the che;. :

" CHAPD.

-procreation, and of the mifcry that

“( 567 )
'CHAP. X

Of the errors in different plans which have been Dpropofed, to improve
‘ the condition of the Poor,

IN_‘ the diftribution of our charity, or in any efforts which we may
make to better the condition of the lower clafles  of fociety, there
is another point relating to the main argument of this work, to
which we muft be particularly attentive. - We muft on no account

do any t_hing, which tends -dircé’cly to encourage marriage ; or to

remove, in any regular and fyftematic manner, that inequality of

circumftances, “which ought always to exift between the fingle man - ‘

and the man with a family. The writers who have beft underftood -
the principle of population, appear to me all to have fallen into
very important errors on this point. o h ~
Sir James Steuart, who is fully aware of what he calls vicious
attends a redundant population,
recommends, notwithﬁ:anding, the general eftablithment of found-
ling hofpitals ; the taking of children, under certain circumftances,
from their parents, and fupporting them at the expence of the fate;
and particularly laments' the inequality of condition * between the *
married and fingle man, fo ill-proportioned to their refpe@ive wants?,
He forgets, in thefe inftances, that if, without the encouragement
to multiplication, of foundling hofpitals, or of publick fupportkfor
the children of fome married perfons; and under the difcouragement

# Political CEconomy, vol. i, b i, c. xii..
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on the fide of the married man,
hich is evinced by the inability of
it is a clear proof, that the

pecuniary difadvantages
population be ftill redundant; w
the poor tg'maintain all thcir children ;
funds deftined for the maintenance of labour cannot propérly fupport
a greater population; and that, 1f furthcr,cncouragcments to multi-
p]ication be given, and difcouragements removed, the refult muit be,
an increafe, fomewhere or other, of that vicious procreation which
he fo juftly reprobates.- ‘ : .

Mr. Townfend, who, in his differtation on the Poor Laws, has
trcated this fubje@ with great {kill and perfpicuity, appears to mo
to conclude with a propofal, which violates the principles on which
he had reafoned fo well.  He wifhes to make the benefit clubs, or
friendly focictics, which are now voluntarily eftablifhed in many -
parifhes, compulfory and univerfal; and propofcs, as v‘a regulation,
that an unmarried man thould pay a fourth part of his wages, and a
married man with four children, not more than a thirtieth pért 2,

- 1 muft firft remark, that thc moment thefc fubfcriptions are made
compulfory, they will neceflarily operatccxamy like a direct tax
which, as Dr. Smith juftly ftates, will always be paid,
by the confumer. The landed
relief from this plan, -but would
n the advanced price of labour

upon labour,
and in a more, expcnﬁv¢ manner,

intereft, therefore, would receive no
pziy the fame fum as at prcfcnt, only i

and of commoditics, inftead of in t
fubfcription of this kind, would have almoft all the ill effe&s of the

prefent fyftem of relief, and, though altered in name, would {ftill
poflefs the effential {pirit of the poor laws.
*  Dean Tucker, in fome rcmarks on a p

pmpof_cd by Mr. Pew, obferved, that, after muc
on the fubjed, he had come to the conclufion, that they muft be

voluntary affociations, and not compulfory affemnblics. A voluntary
fubfcription is like a tax upon @ luxury, and dogs not neceflarily

raife the price of labour.

lan of the fame kind,

" a Differtation on the Poor Laws, p- 89. 2d edit. 1787. ,
3 t

o .

he parifh rates. A compulfory .

h talk and reflection
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{ma"'cxmnt .Ovcio ?1&(:;1 alfo, t%lat‘ in'a voluntary aflociation ot’g

ﬁlherintcndc;cc itx.a nlc.1 each 1;1d1\'idual member can cxcrcifcfl.

e ﬁri&’]y ﬁljﬁﬁ]ghl'y prf)bable, that the original a .r<:' d
cd, "or if- they be not, ; e NN

1 , ] ; -
caft, have the redrefs of withdrawing” himfelf fz:):h:m;l II)nay, .
: club. : But

In”an uni
becomcﬁur\lr:;?;lcc;mpulfory fubfcription, which muft - neceffaril
e matio (;f t;;r;ccril,-tllcrc would be no {ccukrity whatever r; d
foted, i (.)rlgmal.agrccments; and when the fu 3"’
paied, indude)(; cc.rt?tmly..would do, ‘when all the idle and-d'{rll' X
e inclad {r el? cad of fome of the moft: induftrious ;ax(l)(-l'
demanded, and nIc: mzrrlxt’wiutllrgif:v'ﬁlzfcription rrold pmba-bly-i)é
man . I e the ri it |
;:I:r:ilc::ioil}i tilgsﬁ go on ‘.mcrcaﬁng as the pogrtr:toesmfll;{cnlot‘;v' T?C
indee i,n the o dl f;r;c; %:;\lren were glways.fpcciﬁc, and on no acc.:ou f;
e {,hik. dc prefent voluntaljy aflociations, this v I;
ing advantage ; but the fame advanta’gc mis;l(l(zub(:

. co . . . . . n . . F
m l t 1 . . olie Cd

bv the parifh rates. Onthe w 1
;fcti: fricndly.ﬁ)cictics were m:’;icl’l:}:i‘}:f;lét ot et
e Crcl)_’ a different mode of colle@ing pari oo,
ticular mode of diftribution s
fyfi;;n as upon the other. ’
7. With regard to the propofal of aking
et . ~of making fingle me
5 thirticth@x;acrz:rn;?gs weckly,. and mar;icd m%n widr}l 'If)aar}l,liﬁefour;l}
o, and,a hiw;)luil;l cvxde‘ntly operate as a heavy fine suony
Sredtly e g ounty upon children; and is t:herc?On |
o averte fo ¢ 1e gencral fpirit in which Mr. Townf (:ir’c‘
e ey ot a;o: is wrltten.. ].3eforc he intrdduccs this fo cn{ ]S
o tha oot o o 6g;nc;a{pnnmplc, th?t no fyftem for 316 l;(e)l'a ;' |
S 1abc)urga'.ob,ll tvvhlic.:h docs not regulate ‘population by t;fc
population ‘without z,lny -rcf'tcr::iirofs f:il Cl:;a"ly o T g
1 ut e ?malld, for labour, and

it would
‘ and any par-
&mlghj: be as well adopted upon I:)nc

2P, 84.
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of the errors in different plans which have been BOOX IV,
nifthes a ybﬁng man for his prudence in refraining from marriage
u : . * .

'}:t a time, perhaps, when this demand is fo {mall, th‘at th; gagle;

[t ) !
of labour are totally inadequate to the fupport of ; fail}):ly. L (l))L‘ll d
‘any Hory fyftem whatever for the poor; but,
be averfe to:any compu ‘ ‘ : :
certainly, if fingle men were compelled to pay a ;ontnl.)ut}o{r;.fc; \
the futu;e contingencies of the married ftate, they ough.t,‘ in juttice,
to teceive a benefit,” proportioned to the period of their privation 3

570

i 1d the man who had contributed a fourth of his earnings for merely
a . .

' ith him who has con-
one year, ought not to be put upon a level with him '

d this prc 1 rs. : ‘

t,,ri'xtt?u:}};'it}:;;pzfz}o{? 1;)ft': 6;?isy:::iorks, appears clcar]ylr to ur.xldcri’lcﬁn}(i
Jfinci ’ ati nd is fully aware of the evils whic

o Prmc‘%l'c '?frgi(ﬁltﬂzt;gl’a: increafe 0}; people beyond the d.cmandv
o andy’che means of comfortable fubfiftence: In his tour
o 1ab(mr,}&‘ a'Irllce he has pasticularly laboured this point, andi thewn
th;mugh ;? th,e mifery, which refults, in’ that country, from the
mOﬁf fo?l oyﬁlation occafioned by the too great flivifion of propertg.
g:lccchsa(; irr)xclx)'cafe, he juftly calls, merely a multiplication of wretched-

{s. * ¢ Couples marry and procreate on the idea, not the reality,
nefs.

¢« of a maintenance;

¢ man Py ‘

. . L

«« dying of difeafes arifing fro;n 111{"ufﬁc‘1<:r;1'i floug;l;:)zr;; ,’bthe eport

In another place he quotes a very fenfible paflag from the report

. of mendicity, which, alluding to the cvils 1

of b o thﬁs ¢ ]l faudroit cnfin neccflairement que

B I;ﬁr la plus grand concurrence de travail-

i 1 z a1 ne

« Jeurs, d’ou refulteroit un indigence cor}lgclettz I::ltcx; ;c?:ttg ine
« trouveroient pas de travail, et une {ubfiftenc P

1 1 £’ \ in remarking
8¢ x mémes aux (11.1613 ll ne {Cl‘Olt PaS rcfufe. And I
ccu ¢

this paflage, he obferves, ¢ France itfclf affords an irrefragable
upon this ) T .

‘ 1 iments; for, I am clearly of opinion,
« proof of the truth of thefe fentiments; for,

opulation, thu
?‘ Il)c prix de travail baiffat

a Travels in France, vol. i, ¢. xii. p. 428,

they increafe beyond the demand of towns and .

¢ from
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. from the obfervations 1 made in every province of the kingdom,
% that her population is fo much beyond the proportion of her
* induftry and labour, -that the would be much more powerful and
“ infinitely more flourithing, if the had five or fix millions lefs. of
“ inhabitants. -~ From her too great population, fhe prefents, - in
¢ every quarter, fuch fpe&acles of wretchednefs, as arc abfolutely

inconfiftent with that degree .of national felicity, which the was
€<
“ much lefs attentive than I was to objeds of this kind, muft fee

€¢

“ thould exift,  no one. can wonder, who confiders the price of
¢ labour and of provifions, and the mifery into which a {mall rife
“ in the price of wheat throws the lower claffes ».” . :

“ If you would fee,” he fays, “q diftri& with as little diftrefs
* in it as is confiftent with the -political fyftem of the old. govern-
“ ment of France, you muft affuredly go where there are no little
- properties at all. You muft vifit the great farms in Beauce,
“ Picardy, part.of Normandy, and Artois, and there you will
find no more population than what is regularly employed and
regularly ‘paid; and if in fuch diftris, you fhould, ‘contrary to
this rule,. meet with much diftrefs, it is twenty to one, but that
it is in a parifh which has fome commons, which tempt the.

~When you are engaged in this political tour, finith it by feeing
¢ England, and I will' fhew you a‘fet of peafants well clothed,
well nourithed, -tolerably drunken from fuperfluity, well lodged,
and at their cafe; and yet, amongft them, not one in a thoufand
has cither land or. cattle®,” A little further on, alluding to
cncouragements to marriage, he fays of France; ¢ the predominant:
“. evil of the kingdom is the having fo great a.population, that fhe
“ can ncither employ nor feed it; why then encourage marriage ?

* Travels in France, vol. i, c. xvii. p. 469, - *Id. p. 491,
Kvil. p. 409 7

4D2 | “ would

¢ capable of attaining, even under the old government. A traveller,

at every turn moft unequivocal figns of diftrefs. That thefe’

poor to have cattle—to have property—and in confequence mifery.
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¢ would you-breed more people, becaufe you have more already
¢ than you know what to dowith? you have fo great a competition
¢ for food, that your people are ftarving or in'mifery; and you
«. would encourage the producion of more to encreafe that com-
« petition. It may almoft be - queftioned whether the contrary
« policy ought not to be embraced? whether difficulties thould not
¢ be laid on the marriage of thof¢ who cannot make it appear that
¢ they have the profpect of maintaining the children that fhall be
« the fruitof it? * But why encourage marriages which are fure to
« take place in all fituations in which they ought to take place?
é There is no inftance to be found of plenty of regular employment
“ being firft eftablithed where marriages have not followed in a
« proportionate degree. The policy thercfore, at beft, is ufelefs,
« and may be pemicious.” . '

" After having once fo clearly underftood the principle of pdéulation‘
* as to expref§ thefe and many other fentiments on the fubjedt, equally

juft and important, it is not a little furprifing to find Mr. Young in
a pamphlet, intitled, The Queftion of Scarcity plainly flated, and
Remedies confidered, (publifhed in 3800), obferving, that ¢ the means

« which would of all others perhaps tend ‘moft furely to prevent

« futuré fcarcities {o oppreffive to the poor as the prefent, would be
« to fecure to every country labourer in the kingdom, that has three
«.children - and upwards, half an acre of land for potatoes, and

~« grafs ehough to feed one or two cows®. # ¥ # # If each had

¢ his ample potatoe ground and a cow, the price of wheat would be
« of little more ¢onfequence to them, than it is to their brethren in
¢« Ireland,” - -~ : S

+ ¢ Every onc'.admit~s the fyftem to be good,-but the.quefiion is,

¢ how to6 enforce it.,” - : ‘

- 1 was by no means aware, that the excellenee of the fyftem had

“been fo generally admitted. For myfelf I ftrongly proteft againft

being included in the general term of every one, as I fhould confidex

*P. 77 o
o the

-had ever received.

1]
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the adoption of this fyftém, :as the moft cruel ‘and fatal blow to'the
happincfs of the lower clafles of people in this country, that thcy
o Mr. Young, however, goes on to Afay, that, ¢ The ma&‘nitﬁdé of
¢ the object fhould make us difregard any difficultics, but fuch as
arc infuperable : none fuch would probably occur if fornéthiné
like the following means were reforted to:. S '
* ¢ 1. Where there are common paftures, to give to a labouring
man having - .. children, a right to. demand an allotment pro-
portioned to the family, to be fet out by the ‘parith officers, &,
¢ %% % and a cow bought. Such labourer to have both for life,
“ paying 40s. a year till the price of the cow, &e. was reintburfed :
at his death to go to the labourer having the moft numecrous
¢ family, for life, paying thillings. a week to the widow of his
<« predeceflor. 3 Coa o S
-« IL."Labourers thus demanding ‘allotments by reafon of their
¢ families to have land affigned, and COws bought, till the propértion‘
¢ fo allotted amounts to onc - of the extent of the common: -
-« IIL In parifhes where there are no commons,- and the quality-
* of the land adequate, cvery cottager having children, to
 whofe cottage there is not within a given time land fufficient for
*“ a cow, and half an acre of potatoes, affigned at a fair ‘average
«’ rent, fubje@ to appeal to the feflions, to have a right to demand
6 W 'ﬂl-illings per week of the parith for every child, till fuck
* land be affigned ; leaving to landlords and :tenants the means of
?“do_ing it. Cows to be found by the pa'r»iﬂl,jt'uider an’ annual
¢ reimburfement®.” S S
¢ The great object is,‘by'means of milk and potatoes; to take-the

-

€<

€

-

<

-~

11
\

* mafs of the country poor from the confumption of wheat, -and to

« give them fubftitutes equally wholefome and nourithing, and as
* independent of fcarcities, natural and artificial, as the providence

j‘ : 6£_thé Almighfy will admit®.”

» .48, PP, '
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. ‘Would not this plan:operate, .in the moft dirc& manner, as ait
encouragement to marriage and bounty on children, which Mr,
Young has with fo much juftice reprobated in his travels in France?
and does he ferioufly think that it:would be an eligiblc thing,-to
feed the mafs .of the people in this country on milk and potatoes,
and ‘make them as independent of the price of corn, and of the
demand for labour, as their brethren in Ircland ? o

The fpecifick caufe of the péverty and mifery of the lower claffes
of people in France and Ireland, is, that, from the extreme fubdi-
vifion of property in the one country, and the facility of obtaining
a potatoe ground in the other, a population is brought into

cxiftence, which is not demanded by the quantity of capital and
"employment in the country; and the confequence of which muft,

therefore, neceflarily be, as is very juftly exprefled in the report of the
committee of mendicity before mentioned, to lower in general the
price of labour by too great competition; from which muft refult
complete indigence to thofe who cannot find employment, and an

‘incompletc fubfiftence even to thofe who can. : ,

The obvious tendency of Mr. Young's Aplan,-is, by encouraging
marriage and furnithing a cheap food, independent of the price of
corn, and, of courfc, of the demand for labour, to -place the lower
claffes of peopic exactly in this fituation. : S

It may perhaps be faid, - that our poor laws, at prefent, regularly
encourage marriage and children, by diftributing relief in proportion
to the fize of families; and that this plan, which is propofed as a
fubftitute, would mercly do the fame thing in a lefs obje&ionable

- manner. But furely, in ‘en,dcavouring to get rid of the evil of the
- poor laws, we ought not to retain their moft pernicious quality =

and Mr. Young muft know, as well as I do, that the principal
rcafon why podt laws have invariably been found ineffe@ual in the
relief of the p_ok;r, is, that they tend to encourage a pbpulation which
is not regulated by the demand for labour.” Mr. Young himfelf,
indeed, exprefsly takes notice of this effect in England, and obferves,

‘ c ‘ ' that

A L i e SE P e, A T
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that notwithftanding the unrivalled 'profpcrit)'r of her manufa@ures,
¢ population is fometimes too adtive, as we fee clearly by the
¢ dangerous increafe of poor’s rates in country villages 2. . ‘

| “But the fa&t is, that Mr. Young's plan would be incomparably
more powerful in encouraging a population beyond the demand for

labour, than our prefent poor laws. A laudable repugnance to the
receiving of parifh relief, arifing partly from a fpirit of indepen-
dence not yet extin®, and partly, from the difagrecable mode in
which the relief is given, undoubtedly deters many from marrying

with a certainty of falling on the parifh; and the proportion of

marriages to the whole population, which has before been noticed,
clearly proves that the poor laws, though they havc.undoubtedly a
confiderable influence in this refpe, do not encourage marriage o
much as might be cxpe@ed from theory. But the cafe would be

very different, if, when a labourer had an carly marriage in con-

tcrgplatio.n, ‘thf_: terrific forms of workhoufes and parith officers,
“fhl.Ch might difturb his refolution, were to be exchanged for the
fafcinating vifions of land and cows.. If the love of property, as

" Mr. Young has repeatedly faid, will make a man do much, it would

be rather ftrange if it would not make him marry; an’a&ion to
which, it appears from experience, that he is by no means
difinclined. , ' ' i :

The population which would be thus called into. being, would be
fupportcd by the extended cultivation of potatoes,. and would of
courfe go on without ‘any reference to the demand for labour, - In.
the prefent ftate of things, notwithftanding the ﬁ‘duriﬂlihg,' conditiony
of our manufactures, and the numerous checks to. our population,

- there is no pra&ical problem fo difficult as to find cemployment for

the poor; but this difficulty would evidently be aggravated a: hun-
dred fold, under the circumftances here fuppofed. .
In Irclmld?. orin any other country, where the common: food .

* Travels in France, vol. i, c. xvil, p, 470.
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potatoes, and every man who wifhes to marry may obtain a pxccc of
ground fufficient, when planted with this root, to fupport a_family,
prizes may be given till the treafury is exhaufted, for C{T'I)’S on the
beft means of employing the poor ; but till fome ftop to the progrefs
of population, naturally arifing from this ftate of thmgs, take placc,
the object in view is really a phyfical impofiibility *. :

Mr. Young has intimated, that if the people were fed upon milk
and potatocs, they would be more independent of fcarcities-than at
prefent ; but why this fhould be the cafe I really cannot comprehend.
Undoubtedly, pcople who live upon potatoes will not be much affe@ted
by a fearcity of wheat ; but is there any contradiétion in the fuppofi-
tion of ‘a failure in the crops of potatoes? I believe it is generally
underftood, that they arc more liable to fuffer damage during the
winter than graln From the much greater quantity of food, ylelded
by a given picce of land, when planted with potatocs, than under any
other kind of cultivation," it would naturally happen, that, for fome
time after the introducion of this root, as the gencral_food of the
lower claffes of people, a greater quantity would be grown than was
demanded, and they would live in plenty. Mr.Young, in his travels
through France, obfcrves, that, ¢ In diftriés which contain immenfe

ke quantmcs of wafte land of a certain degrce of fertlhty, as in the

« roots of the Pyrences, belonging to communities ready to fell them,
s¢ ‘¢conomy and mduﬁry, animated with the views of fettling and
¢ marrying, flourifh greatly; in fuch ncighbourhoods fomething
¢ like an American increafe takes place, and, if the land be cheap,
s¢ little diftrefs is found. But as procreation goes on rapldly under
« fuch circumftances, the leaft check to fubfiftence is attended with

» Dr.Crumpe’s prize effay on the beft means of finding employment for the people, is

an excellent treatife, and contains much valuable information; but, till the capital of the
’ country is better proportioned to its population, it is pcrfc&ly chimerical to expe& fuccefs
inany proje@ of the kind. I am alfo ftrongly difpofed to belicve that the indolent and
turbulent habits of the lower Irifh can never be corre@ed, while the potatoe fyftem enables
them to increafe fo much beyond the regular demand for labour.

‘ o ¢

¢ great

CHAP. X.' - propofed, o improve the condition of the Poor.” 377

. < great mifery ;- as waftes becoming dearer, or the beft portions being

“¢ fold, or difficulties arifing in the acquifition; all which circum-
“ ftances I met with in thofe ‘mountains.,. The moment that any
¢, 1mped1mcnt happens the diftrefs of fuch people will be propor-
¢ tioned to the ativity and vigour which had animated population®.”,

i, This deﬁ.rlptxon will: apply ‘exaltly - to what would take place in-
tlus ‘country, on the diftribution of {inall portions of land to the com-.

mon people, and the introdu@ion of potatoes as their general ® food. .
For a time, the change might appear beneficial, and, of .courfe, the; -

idea of - property -would" make it, at firft, highly acceptable to the
_poor ; but as Mr. Young, in another place, fays, "¢ You prefcntly
. arrive at the limit, beyond which, the carth, cultivate it as you:
¢ pleaﬁ,, will fced no more mouths ; yet thofe ﬁmplc manners whlch
‘f_e'ln{hgate to marriage flill continuc; - -what then is the confequencc
¢ but the moft drcadful mifery imaginable ®?” o Ce e
When the commons were all dmdcd 'md dlfﬁcultles began to
occur in procuring potatoe grounds, the habit of c'nly marnagju;
which had been introduced, - would OCCdﬁon .the moft complicated
diftrefs ; ,and when, from the mcreaﬁng populatxon, and diminifhing
fources of fubfiftence, the average growth of potatocs was not morc,
than the average confumptlon, +a, {carcity of. potatoes. would be, in,
every rcfpc& ‘as probable, as a Acarcity, of wheat at prcfent and .

" when it did arme, it would _be, beyond all compc.nfon, morg i

dreadful R PRI N ERE e . Cde

- When; thc common pcoplc of a country hve prmcxpally upon thc
dcareﬁ gram, as thcy do 'in England . on, wheat _they have great
refources ina fcara*y, and Dbarley, oats, rice, cheap foups, .and
potatoes, all preﬁ.nt thcmfclves as lef's expcnﬁve, yet, at the famc)
txmc, wholefome means of nounﬂlment but When thc1r habxtual
food 1s the lowc{’c n this fcalc, thcy 'Lppear to be abfolutcly w1thout

refource, except in thc bark of trees, hke the poor Swedcs 3 and 2
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great ‘portion of them muft neceflarily be ftarved. ~'Wheaten- bread,
roaft beef, and turbot, : which might not - fail at the fame. time," are
indeed, in themfelves, unexceptionable fubftitutes for potatoes,* and

* would 'probably be accepted as fuch, without mu'fmuring by the

common people; but the misfortune is, that a large population
which had been habitually fupported. by milk ‘and potatoes, would
find it difficult to- obtain ‘thefe fubftitutes in fufficient quantities,
even if the whole benevolence “of -the 'kingdém ‘were called into
action for the purpofe. o TR Co i j
'The wages of labour will always- be: regulated by the pr'oébrtioh’ \

" of the fupply to the demand. - And as, upon thf: potatoe fyftem, a.

{upply more than' adequate- to the "demand would ' very foon take’
place', “and this fupply' might be. continued at a very i:h'eép rate,’ on
account of- the cheapnefs of the : food which would furnith 1t, “the’
common price of Jabour would foon" be' regulated ?rincipall}f"by‘
the price of potafoes, inftead of the'price of wheat, as at prefeﬂt;
and the rags and wretched cabins of “Ireland would follow of courfe.
' When the demand for labour occafionally cxceeds the fupplly,‘ and’
wages : arc regulated by the price of -the deareft - gi’ain",' they will:
generally be fuch as to yield fomething befides mere: food, and the:
common 'people may be able to obtain decent “houfes and - decent-

clothing. - 1f the contraft between the ftate of the Fr_cfnch' and Englifh- .

tabourers which Mr. Young has drawn, be in any degree near the
truth, the advantage on the fide of England has been occafioned;’

piecifely and cxclifively, by thefe two circumiftances; “and if; by the
adoption of milk and potatoes as ’thé”gscﬁefal f(l)(‘_)d' of - the vcommAQ.n
people, thefe circumftances were totally :altéréd, fo as to make the
fapply , of labour conftantly in a_ great” excefs above ‘the demand!
for it, and’ regulatc wages by the price of the cheapeft food, the
advantage would be immediately loft, and no cfforts of benevolence
could prevent the moft general and abje& poverty. o
Upon the fame principle, it would by no means bc'c]igible
that the cheap foups of Count Rumford fhould be adopted as the

I general -

P B S
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general food. of ' the common people: - They are excellent inventions -
fof ppbhf:k inftitutions, and as occafional refources: but if they we “ 7
onc'c."umvex_'fally adopted : by the poor, ‘it .\x'oﬁldfbc im, oﬂi)gl ;:Li
prcx./cntfhc price of labour from being regulated i)y tlien\fj aﬂ’dil .
'labpgrcxi,' though at firft he -might have mote to fpare :for o.th:"
:;lcgsr;:ée;;r;’)é{?des food, ‘vxlr’ou‘ld "1'Jlt1m‘a“t(‘cly ?mvc’ muph lpfs to fparé*
“The defirable thing, with a view to the happineﬁe; of thccom o0
peoPle, '_fccms to ‘bc,: that their habitual food fhould bé dear :n]f)l;
their wages regulated by it; but that, in a fcarcity, or otheiﬂ"' ‘ful(,’ |
fional : diftrefs, "‘the cheaper: food fhould be readi]y’ and chcé:f({ﬁ?‘
:Idf)l?eqa’. .»Wl,th a view Qf rgndcring this tranfition edﬁcr, and a}t:l
he famie txrnekof "Ilnakmg a:ufeful diftin&ion between “thefe who
are ;d‘cpex}_dgnt on’ parifh " relicf, and thofe who are not, I Lﬂ W'llo’
think that onc plan which Mr. Young propofes, would be ’éxtr:c::?pldr'
i]lglblﬁ. "zl‘hls 1s “ to pafs an a& prohibiting rclief, fo far aslf’ueb} ‘
“_vﬁ‘fccnce 15 concerned, in any other manncr  than by potatoes, fic'c‘j
) and‘ fot}?,, not gjercly as a mqafuré of the moment, but pc’:lma:
. .nently®. .I. do not think thgt this plan would neceflarily intro-
ducc thefe articles as the common food of thé lower 'c]iiﬁ?:};‘ Z zii(i)d

KRl

- if it mercly made the tranfition to them in periods of diftrefs eafier
. 2 ! ?

;:S;vat tl(;c fati:ie time, drew a morc marked line than “at prefent,
een depen i ‘ i | : ! !
g pendence and mydep.cnvdqnc:c, it yvould have a very beneficial
As 1t 1s acknowledged that the introduion of milk and I;otatéb'c; '
or of cheap foups, as thc general 'food of the lower claffes of ééoplc" :

2 It is certainly to be wiﬂxed that <o in England fioald have a ‘
- ‘ . » that every cottage in England fhould have a garden to’
it, well ftocked with vegetables. A little variety of food isin cvér'y'jioir;tfof v1c§3rl(u::1;;

ufeful,  Potatoes are undoubtedly a moft valuable fubfidiary, though I fhould be very

fdr:y ever %o fee them the principal dependence of our labourers

&;.ofk%,fgéq‘l claf‘ ic{‘;l{gty, }&c p- 8o. This might be done, at’ leaft, with regard to
. In affifting the poor at their own ho it. might be fubjet to fome

e dhculton 14 p exrl own !10111.cs, it .:gmgh.t“be fubject to f9111¢;

4Ez - would
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would lower the price of labour, pcrhaps fome cold ‘politician might
propofe to adopt the fyftem, witha view of underfelling forcigners.
in the markets of-Europe. ..I. ﬂlould ‘not : envy - the feelings which -
“could fuggeft fuch “a’propofal. - :I.really cannot conceive any thing
much more * deteftable - than “the’ idea ‘of knowingly .condemning.

the ' labourers ' of this country to ‘the rags and wretched - cabins
of Ircland, for the purpofe of felling a few more broadcloths and
calicoes® - The wealth-and power of -nations are, after all, only
defirable as they contribute to happinefs.” In this _point of view, I
fhould be very far: from undervaluing them, conﬁdcnng them,” in
general; as abfolutely neceffary mcans to attain the end; but if any

-2 In this obfervation T have not the leaft idea of alluding to Mr. Young, who, I
firmly hcl!cve, ardently wifhes to ameliorate the condltlon of the lower claffes of people,
though I do not think that his plan would effect the object i in view. He euher did not
fee thofe conquuences wlnch I apprehend from it; or he has a better ‘opinion of thc
happinefs of the common people in Ireland, than Ihave. In his Irifh tour he feemed
much ftruck with the plenty of potatocs ivhich they poffefled, and the abfence of . all
apprehenfion of want. - Had he wavelled in 1800 and 1801, his impreflions would by
all accounts have been very d:f}erent From the factl:ty whlch has hitherto prevmkd in
lrcland of procurmg potatoe grounds, fcarcmes have’ certmnly been rare, and all the
eff'e&s of the fyftem h:\ve not yet been felt, though celtamly enough to nnke it a')pcar
very far froin defirable. - - -7 ¢ . - . . ,

Mr. Young: has fince purfued his idea more in dct:ul, in a r'xmphlet enntIeJ A;.

Tnguiry into the Propricty of applying FVafles to the better Maintcnance and S Support of the Poor.

But the 1mpreﬁion on my mind is flill the fame; and it appears to me calculated to

affimilate the condition of the labourers-of this’ country to t]mt of the lower claffes of -

the Irith. " Mr. Young feems, in a moft unaccountable manner, to have forgotten all
his general principles on this fubject. He has treated the queftion of a provifion for

. the poor, as if it was merely, How to provide in the cheapeft and beft manner for a

-~

given number of people ? ? If this had been the fole queftion, it would never have taken
fo many hundred years to refolve ‘But the real queition is, How to provide for thofe
who are in want, in fuch a manner, .as to prevent a continual accumulation of their
numbers 7 and it will readily occur to the reader, that a plan of giving' them land and
cows cannat promife much fuccefs in this refpect. If, after all the commons had been
divided, the poor Jaws were ftill to continue in force, no - good reafon can be affigned,
why the rates fhould not in afew years be as high ds thcy arc at prefent, mdependemly
of all that Thiad been expended in the purchafe of Jand and ftock, :

particular
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-particular cafe thould occur, in which they appeared to be in dire&
.oppofition to cach other, we cannot rationally doubt which ‘ought
to be poftponed.

Fortunately, however, even on the narroweft pohtlcal principles,
the adoption of fuch a fyftem would not anfwer. It has always
been obferved, that thofe who work’ chxeﬂy on their own property,
work very indolently and unwillingly when employed for others;
and it muft ncceflarily happen, . when, from the general adoption of

. a very cheap food, the population of a country increafes confiderably
beyond the demand for labour, that habits of idlenefs and turbulence
will be generated, moft pecuharly unfavourable to a ﬂourlﬂnng’
ftate of manufadures. In fpite of the cheapnefs of labour in Irc]and .
there are few manufaGures which can be prepared in that country‘-
for forc1gn fale fo cheap as in England ‘and this i 1 cvndently owmg
to.thc want of thofc induftrious h'lbltS Whlch can only bc produccd

" by regular cmploymcnt. ‘
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pernicious ‘members of focicty.
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CHAPD. XL
Of the necg[it.y'bf gé;ieral pi'{'izb{/bles o this Subject.

o ' ‘ héf of all {ciences, there is none,
has been obferved by Hume, t : e,
fv'll‘xerg sﬁrﬁ: appearances are more deceitful than in politicks ®. - The

semark is undoubtedly very juft, and is moft peculiarly applicable to

R o S of
that department of the {cience, which relates to the modcsvo'

i ition ¢ wer clafles of fociety.
improving the condition of the lower ¢ : : |
lm%fc a%c continually hearing declamations againft theory and

- theorifts, by men who pride .themfelves upon .the diftinction of

being pra&ical. It muft be acknowledged that bad theories are

C “and fometimes
7 1 d the authors of them ufelefs, an ' .
O e e bers of But thefe advocates of practice do

not feem to be aware, that they themfelves very often c{g‘;n;c under
C o
this defcription, and that a great part of them may be clafled among

_ the moft mifchievous theorifts of their time. When a man faith-

fully relates any facts which have come within the f(}:]ope 02 hxls) tc:(/lvln
obfervation, however confined it may have been, he ur:) ouﬁt Oi
adds to the fum of general knowledge, and con.fers a ff‘:ne o
fociety. But when, from this confined CXPCI‘LC{I-ICIC, : rirllzhoufc
management of his own little farm, or the dc.talls of the y;fo hout
in his neighbourhood, he draws .a gcncral' mfcl;cr.lcc, a theoriﬁ).r
frequently the cafe, he then at once ere@s himfelf nto a ;

and is the more dangerous; becaufe experience being the only juft |

‘3 . e ’. '. . 8V00 ‘ M
* Effay xiv vol.i. p. 431 foundation
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foundation for theory, “people are often caught ‘merely by the found
of the word, and do not ftop to make the diftin&ion between that

partial expericnee which, on fuch fubjc&s; 1s' no foundation what- .

ever for a juft theory, and that general experience, on which alone
"a juft theory can be founded. . R ‘ '
~There are, perhaps, 'few:.v’ fubjeés, on which human ingenuity has
been more exerted, than in the endeavour to a‘melio_raté the conw~
dition: of the poor; and there is certainly no fubjec in which it has
fo completely failed, * The queftion between the theorift who calls
limfelf praical, and the genuine théoriﬁa ‘is,: whcther tliis fhould
prompt us- to-look into all the holes and corners: of workhoufes, and.
content ourfelves with mulding the parifth officers for their wafte of
cheefe parings and: candle ends, and with ‘diftributing more foup‘s;
and potatoes; or to recur to- general principles, which-.fhew us at
once the caufe of the failure, and’ prove that the {yftem has been
from- the bcginning radically erroncous. There is no fubje& to-
which gcheral principles have been fo- feldom applied; and’ yet,
in the whole- compafs of human "l_cnow]edge, I doubt if there be
one, in which it is fo dangerous tolofe fight of them; becaufe the
partial and immediate effe@s'of a particular mode of giving affift-
ance’ are fo 6ften'dirc&1y oppofite to the general and permanent
effeds. e e T . ' -
I has been obferved” in- particular diftricts, where cottagers " are
poﬁiéﬁ'éd of {mall pieéég of land, and are in the habit of keeping
cows; ‘that, during the late fcarcities; fome ‘of them were able to’
fiipport themfelves without parith affiftance; and others with cogiy
paratively little 2, , _ '
~“According. to-the partial view - in which" this- fubje@' has been
always contemplated; - a general inference has ‘been drawn from fuch
inﬁ‘anées;‘ that, if we' could’ place all our  labourers in a fimilar’

. fituation, they wouldall be equally comfortable, and equally inde--

=See 'mInqmry i}lto:the State of Cottagers in the Counties of Lincoln and Rutland.
by Robert Gourlay,” Annals of Agriculture, vol, xxxvii, p. 514
R : pendent,

)
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pendent of . the parifh. - This- is an infercnce, however, that by.no
means follows.. The advantagc which cottagers,” who'at  prefent
keep cows, enjoy, arifes in a great meafure from its bemg pccuhar,
"and would be deftroyed if it were made gencral Fes et
A farmer or gentleman lxvm«r in a grazing country has, we w1ll
fuppofc, a certain number of ‘cottages on. his farm. ° Bemg a hbcral
man, and hkmg to fee- all the people about: him comfortable, he
may join a piece of ]and to his cottages fufficient -to- keep onc ‘or.
two cows, and give, , befides, ‘high wages." His labourers will of
courfc live in plcnty, and be able -to rear up large families; but- a
grazing f farm requires few hands ; and though the mafter may choofe
to pay thofe that he. employs -well, he- ‘will not probably wifh to
h'wc more labourers on his farm than his work requires. He. does
not therefore build more houfes; and - the children: of the labourers
whom he. employs' muft evidently. emigrate - and- fettle in other.
countries. - While. fuch a. Ayftem . continues pecuhar to  certain.
£1m1hcs, or certain diftricts, no great inconveniencics arife from it
to the commumty in general ; .and it . cannot bc doubtcd _that  the:
111d1v1dual labourcrs. cmploycd on thcfc farms arc.in-an . envmblc . .
fituation, and fuch as we mxght naturally with was the lot of all
qur ]abourerb.v But it is perfedly clear, that fuch a f}'ﬁem could .
not, in the mature of things, poflefs the fame advantages,,xf it.
were made gcm,r"d becaufc there would  then be no. countrics | to
whn,h ‘the children could cmwratc w1th _any profpc& of ﬁndmg
work. : Populatwn would cvxd(.ntly mcxeafe beyond the demand of,
towm and m'mufa&ones, and- umvcrfdl povcrty muﬁ nccc{Tanly

r . ot

" enfue.
It thould be obferved alfo, that one of the rcafons, why thc labourcrs
who at prcfcnt keep cows, are fo comfortable, i 1s, that thcy are able to:

_ makc a Lonﬁdcrablc proﬁt of the mllk which they do not u(c thcm-—g
if the f)ﬁcm were univerfal.  And though thcy werce ccrtam]y ab]e

to firuggle through thc 11te fcarcmcs Wlth lcfs '1ﬂiﬁaucc ‘than thexr
. ' nquhbours,

R RUNUSI
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neighbours, as might naturally be cxpL&cd from their having other
refources befides- the article which in thofe individual years was
fcarce; yet if the fyftem were univerfal, there can be no reafon
aﬂign’ed? why they would not be fubje&t to fuffer as much from a
fcarcity of grafo and a mortality among cows, as our common

labourers do now from a fcarcity of wheat. 'We fhould be extremely

cautious therefore of trufting to fuch « appearances, and of drawi mg a
general inference from this kind of partial experience.

- The main principle on which the fociety for increafing the com-
forts, and bettering the condition of the poor, profefles to pro-
ceed, is excellent. To give effect to that mafterfpring of induftry
the defire of bettering our condition ?, is the truc mode of 1mpr0V:
ing the ftate of the lower clafles; and we may fafely agree with Mr,
Bernard, in one of his able prefaces, that whatever encourages

and promotes habits of mduﬁry, prudence, forefight, virtue, and’

cleanlinefs, among the poor, is beneficial to them and to the country;
and whatever removes or diminifhes the m(‘ltcmf nts to any of
thefe qualities, is dctruncntal to the ftate, and pernicious to the indi--
vidual b,

Mr. Bcrnard indeed, h1mﬁ.1f feems in general to be fully aware
of the difficulties which the fociety has to contend with in the
accomplifhment of its obj e&. But ftll it appears to be in fome
danger of falling into the error before alluded to, of drawing general

inferences from infufficient experience.  'Without adverting to the

plans, refpe&ing cheaper foods and parlfh thops, recommended by
individuals, the beneficial efie@s of which depend entirely upon their

bein Ii
, g peculiar to certain families or certain parifhes, and would be

loft if they were general, by lowering the wages of labour; I fhall
only notice onc obfervation of a more comprchcnﬁvc nature, w}uch

‘occurs in the prcﬁce to the fecond volume of the Reports. . It is

there remarked, that the cxpcncncc of the focicty fccmcd to

2 p . . 1t ‘
Preface to vol. ii. of the Reports. b Prcfacc to vol. ili, of the Reports.
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‘warrant the conclufion,

“was, by affi
“children as foon as poffib

* affiftance can be given.

"made the foundation of univerfal practice.

" as they were of a proper age,
- placed out in proper fituations,
" the fyftem were genera

. particular family,

———— T e gy T
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! ~ that the beft mode of relic'ving the poo{',
fting them at their own homes, and placing out tbcu:
le in different employments, apprcnt}c;-

i is 1 ft, and it 1s certamnly

ips -eally believe that this is the beft, an s cert:

e &(1; I:ccctlb){c mode, in which occafional and difcriminate
e e But it is evident, that it muft be done
t be adopted as a general principle, and
" It is open exadly to the
cow {yftem in pafture countries which has
s uft Been noticed, and that part of the act of t‘he 43d of Eh;z;l;eth
vl:hich Jire&s the overfeers to employ and provide for the children

A particular parifh, where all the children, as foon
S were taken from their parents, and

with caution, and canno

fame 6bje&ion as the

1, and the poor faw that all their children

would be thus provided for, every employment Wox;]d pzefsélt?; al:rr;
overftocked with hands, and thc( confequence need no g .
rep catcd.- " can be more cléar, than that it is within the povffer of
‘NOthmgdcaof the exertions of the rich, adequatel}.r to rel}cvta a
money, an a particular parifh, and even a particdlar dxﬁ}rxé’c.
But it will be cqualll))r clear, if we reflect a moment 1:)}; the fuzwé’fr:
it is totally out of their power to r'elxcvc the whole country 1
that 1t 18 to' . at leaft, without providing a regular vent for the
the famc. W mbers in emigration, or without the prevalence of a
.othr.ﬂi\l?\;n%i::m among the poor, which the diftribution of this
parhiet 1 , \{courage. o o
a{’ﬁﬂ:ance. tenq}: Ob'l\:fz;;'ﬂ);toiglﬁﬁs r%fpc&, not very different frorff[
Even indutey , o{%cﬁ’cs a certain portion of it, above what is
pncighbours, {vill, in thc'ac:tual Pce'itc o'f things,
" be almoft fure of a competent livelihood ; but' if all his neighbours
o nlz' become at once as induftrious. as himfelf, the abfolute
were

in : i sfTefled would no longer be a
portion of induftry which he before pofic _ e

o
money. A man wh

" ufually poflefled by his

might be very comfortable; but if -

CHAP. XL Of the necefity of general principles on this fubject. 587
b . B

fecurity againft want. Hume fell into a very great error, when he
afferted that ‘“almoft all the moral, as well as natural cvils of
“ human life, arife from idlenefs ;7 and for the cure of thefe ills,

required only that the whole fpecics fhould poflefs naturally an

- cqual diligence, with that which many individuals are able to attain
by habit and refle®ion® It is evident that this given degree of -

induftry pofleffed by thé whole fpecies, if not combinied with
another virtuc of which he takes no notice, would totally fail of
refcuing fociety from want and mifery, and would fearcely remove
a fingle moral or phyfical evil, of all thofe to which he alludes.

I am aware of an bbjc&ion, which will, with great appearance
of juftice, be urged againft the gcncra1 ‘tenour of thefe reafonings.

It will be fai;i, that to argue thus, is at once to object to cvery

mode of affifting the poor, as it is impoflible, in the nature of things,
to affift people individually, without altering their relative fituation
in fociety, and proportionally deprefling others; and that as thofe
who have families, arc the perfons naturally moft fubje& to dif-

- trefs, and as we are certainly not called upon to affift thofe who do

not want our aid, we muft neceflarily, if we a& at all, relieve thofe

" who have children, and thus encourage marriage and population.
I have already obferved, however, and | here repeat it again, that

the general principles on thefe fublects ought not to be puthed too
far, though they thould always be kept in view; and that ‘many
cafes may occur, in which the good refulting from the relicf of the
prefent diftrefs, may morc than ‘overbalance the evil to be appre-~

hended from the remote confequence,

All relief in - inftances of diftrefs, not arifing from idle anci
improvident habits, clearly comes under_this defcription; and in
general it may be obferved, that it is only that kind of fyftematic
and certain relief, on which the poor can confidently depend, what-
cver may be their condud, that violates gencral principles, in fuch

# Dialogues on Natural Religion, Part xi, p. 212,

4 r 4 2 manner,
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* 2 manner, as to make it clear that the general confequence is worfe

than the particular evil.

Independently of this difcriminate and occafional affiftance, the
beneficial effe@s of which I have fully allowed in a preceding,
chapter, I have before endeavoured to thew, that much might be

expetted from a better and more general fyftem of cducation. Every -

thing' that can be donc in this way, has indeed a very peculiar
value; becaufe education is one of thofe advantages, which not only
all may fhare without interfering with each other, but the raifing
of one perfon may actually contribute to the raifing of others. If,
for inftance, a man by education acquircs that decent kind of pride,
and thofc jufter habits of thinking, which will prevent him from
burdening fociety with a family of children, which he cannot
fupport, his condud, as far as an individual inftance can go, tends
evidently to improve the condition of his fellow " labourers; and
a contrary condu& from -ignorance, would tend as evidently to-
deprefs it. ’ : - : '

I cannot help  thinking alfo, that 'fomcthing might be done
towards bettering the fituation of the poor, by a gencral improve-
ment of their cottages; if care were taken, at the {fame time, not
to make them fo large, as to allow of two families fettling in them ;
and not to increafe their number fafter than the demand for labour
required. Perhaps one of the moft falutary, and leaft pernicious
checks, to the frequency of early marriages in this country, 1s the
difficulty of, procuring a cottage, and the laudable habits which
prompt " a labourer rather to defer his mdrriagc fome years, in the
expetation of a vacancy,: than to content himfelf with a wretched
mud cabin, like thofe in Ircland o

‘ o Even

a Perhaps, however, this is not often left to his choice, on account of the fear which
every parith has of increafing its poor. There are many wavs by which our poor laws
operate in counterating their firft obvious tendency to increafe population, and this is

3 orje
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Even the cow {yftem, upon a more confined plan, might not be
open to objection. With any view of making it a fubt}ﬁtutc fo
the Po.or Laws, and of giving labourers a right to demand land an(;
cows in proportion to their familics; or of taking the common
people from the confumption of wheat,- and fccdingothcrn on milk
and potatoes ; it appears to me, I confefs, truly prepofterous: ‘b‘ut
if it were {o ordered as merely to provide a comf:‘ortable ﬁtuatio'. f
the better and more induftrious clafs of labourers, and to {un 1‘3 f)r
the fame time, a very important want among the poor in kgzgér:}t
shiy

that of milk for their children, I think that it would be extremely

be;}eﬁcxal, and might be made a very powerful incitement to habi¢s.

~of induftry, economy, and prudence.  With this view, however ‘it

is evident, that only a certain portion of the labourers in (:'wh
¢

parifh could be embraced in the plan; that good condud, and not -

mere diftrefs, thould have the moft valid claim to preference; that
too much attention fhould not be pafd to the number of chil,drc a-
and that, univerfally, thofe who had faved moncy cnough for t?r
purchafe of a cow, fhould be preferred, to thofe who required to l;c
furnifhed with one by the parith 2, ) y
To facilitate the faving of fmall fums of money for this purpoft
afld cncourage young labourers to cconomize their eamingl:‘ “’li)tllcr
view to a provifion for marriage; it might be extremely ufeful ta‘
have country banks, where the fmalleft fums would be recejy do'
and a fair intereft paid for them. At prefent, the fow labourers ‘:’1 )
fave a little money, are often greatly at a lofs to know what t: dz

one of them. I have little doubt that it is almoft cicluﬁvely owing to thef

_a&ing caufes, that we have been able to perfevere in this fytem fo lone ' Cdcoumcr_'

;onditiqn of the poor has not been fo much injured by it as might have b;; and that the

2 The aét of Elizabeth which prohibited the building of cottages unlcl'sr;:cxpcac".

land were annexed to them, is probably impracticable in a mantl’xfayé‘turin o ﬂsref of

England; but upon this principle, certainly the greateft part of the PDOrg‘,cc?u;my like-

land ; becautfe the dificulty of procuring fuch cottages would always operate Ill;g;tp[;(;ﬂbfs
4 e er-

ful check to their increafe.  The effeét of fuch a plan would be vcrj different f;
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with it; and under fuch circumftances we cannot be much fur-

prifed that it thould fometimes be ill employed, and laft but a thort
time... It would probably be cffential to the fuccefs of any plan

-of tlns kind, that the labourer fhould be able to draw out his money

whenever he wanted it, and have the moft perfe liberty of dif-
pofing of it in every refpect as he pleafed. Though we may regret,

“that money fo hardly earned fhould fometimes be fpent to little |
puxpofc yet it feems to be a cafc in which we have no right to .

mtcrfcrc nor if we had, would it, in a .general view, be ad-

“vantageous ; becaufe the knowledge of poffefling this liberty would

be of more ufe in encouraging the praice of faving, than any
reftri@ion of it, in preventing the mifufe of money fo faved.

" One fhould undoubtedly be extremely unwilling, not to make as
much ufe ‘as poffible of that known ftimulus to- induftry and
economy, the defire of, and . the attachment to, property: but it
fhould be recolleéted, that the good effe@ts of this ftimulus,
fhow themfelves principally, when this property is to be procured,
or prcﬁ.rvcd by perfonal exertions; and that they are by no means fo
general, under other cxrcumﬁanccs If any idle man with a family
could demand, and obtain, a cow and fome land, I fhould expect to
fee both very often neglected.

It has been obferved, that thofc cottagers who kecp cows, are
more induftrious and more regular in their conduc than thofe who
do not. This is probably true, and what might naturally be
cxpc&cd but the inference that the way to make all people in-
duftrious, is to give them cows, may by no means be quite fo

certain. Moft of thofe who keep cows at prefent have purchafed
thcrﬁ with the fruits of their own induftry. It is thercfore more .
Ju{’c to fay, that their induftry has given them a cow, than thata

.cow has given them their induftry; though I would by no means
be underftood to 1mply that the fudden poﬁcfﬁon of property never

generates induftrious habits.
The praical -good cﬁ'e&s which have been already expcncr}ccd
rom

T reer———
(oot
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from cottagers keeping cows?, arifc in fa¢t from the fyftem bcmg
nearly fuch -as the confined plan which I have mcntloned In the

diftricts where cottagers of this defcription moft abound, they do

not bear. a very large proportion to the- population of the whole
parifh: they confift in general of the better fort of labourers, who
have been able to purchafe their own cows; and the peculiar com-
forts of their fituation arife, more from the relative, than the
pofitive advantages which they. poflefs. '
From obferving, therefore, their induftry and comforts, we fhould
be very cautious of inferring that we could give the fame induftry
and comforts to all the lower clafles of pcople, by giving them the
fame pofleflions. There is nothing that has given rife to fuch a
cloud of errors, as a confufion between relative and pofitive, and

" between caufe and cffet.
It may be faid, however, that ¢ any plan of gencrally improving the -

cottages of the poor, or of enabling more of them to keep cows,
would evidently give them the power of rearing a greater number of
children, and, by thus encouraging population, violate the principles
which ‘T have cndeavoured to eftablith. But if I have been
fiiccefsful in making the reader comprchend the principal bent of
this work, he will be aware, that the precife ‘reafon why I' think
that more children ought not to be born than the country can
fupport, is, that the greateft poffible number of thofc that are born
m‘ay be fuppérted “We cannot, in the nature of things, affift the
poor, in any way, without cmbhng them to rear up to manhood a
greater number of their children. | But this is, of all other things,
the moft deﬁrablc, both with rc«a1d to individuals and the pubhck

Every lofs of a child from the confcquences of poverty, muft evi-
dcntly be preceded and accompanied by great mifery to individuals ;
and, in a pubhck ~view, every child that diesunder ten years of age;
is a lofs to the nation of all that lnd been expcndcd mn its fubfift-

2 Inquiry into the State of Cottagersin the Counties of Lincoln and Rutland, by
Robert Gourlay.  Annals ongnculmrc, vol, xxxvil. p. 514,
. ence
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892 . Gf the neeeffity of geﬁcral principles on this fubjelt. ‘\‘noox iv.

"ence till that period.- Confequently, in every point of view, a de-,

creafe of mortality, at dll ages, is. what we ought to aim at. We
cannot, however, effe® this objedt, without firft crowding the
population in fome degree by making more children grow up to
manhood; but we fhall do no harm in this rcvfpcé’t,‘ if, at the fam(;
time, we can imprefs thefe children with the idca that to poflefs
the fame advantages as their parents, they muft defer marriage till
they have a fair profpeét of being able to maintain a family. And

. it muft be candidly confefled that, if we cannot do this, all our

former efforts will have been thrown away. It is not in the nature
of things that any permanent and general improvement in the
condition of the poor can be effeéed, without an increafe in the
preventive check: and unlefs this take place, cither with, or without
our cfforts, every thing that is done for the poor muft be temporary
and partial : a diminution of mortality at prefent, will be balanced
by an increafed mottality in futurc; and the improvement of their
condition in one place, will proportionally deprefs it in another.
This is a truth fo important, and fo little underftood, that it can .
fcarcely be too often infifted on. The generality of charitable pcople
and of the encouragers of marriage, arc not in the {fmalleft degree
aware of the real cffeés of what they do. ’
Dr. Paley, in a chapter on population, provifion, &c. in his Moral .
Philofophy, obferves, that the condition moft favourable to the

population of a country,' and, at the fame time, to its gencral

happinefs, is, ¢ that of a laborious frugal people miniftering to the
¢ dcmands of an opulent, luxurious nation®” Such a form ot

* Vol. ii. ¢ xi. p. 359. From a paffage in Dr. Paley’s late work on Natu}ql
Theology, I am inclined to think, that fubfequent refletion has induced him to
‘medify fome of his former ideas on the fubject of population. He has flated moft juftly,
(chap. xxv. p. 539.) that mankind will in every country breed up to a certain point of
diftrefs. If this be allowed, that country will evidently be the happieft, where the degree
of diftrefs at this point is the leaft, and confequently, if the fpread of luxury, by produ-
'clng the check fooncr, tend to diminifh this degree of diftrefs, it is certainly defirable,

focicty

Ly N s,
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‘tafte ; and confequently that the fpread of luxury® in this fenfe of
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fociéty has not, it muft be: confefled, ‘an inﬁiting afpect. Nothing: -

 but the conviction of its being abfolutely neceflary, could reconcile
“us to the idea of ten millions of people. condemned to inceffant toil,
and to the privation of ¢very thing but abfolute neceflarics, in order
to minifter to the exceffive luxuries of the other million, But the
fa&t is, thatfuch a form of focicty is by no means neceflary. It is
!)y no means neccﬂary, that the rich fhould be cxccf’ﬁvely luxurious,
in order to fupport the manufa&ures of a country, or that the poor

Thould be deprived of all luxuries, in order to make them fufficiently -
_ numerous. = The beft, and in every point of view the moft advan-

tageous, manufactures in this country, are thofe which are confumed
by the great body of the ‘people. The manufa@ures which are
confined exclufively to the rich," are not only trivial on account of
the comparative fmallnefs of their quantity; but are further liable
to the great difadvantage of producing much occafional mifefy a'mong
thofe employed in them, from changes of fathion. It is the fpread
of luxury, therefore, among the mafs of the people, and not an excefs
of it in a few, that feems to be moft adﬁntagcbﬁ’s, both with
regard to national wealth and national happinefs ; and what Dr.
Paley confiders as the true evil and proper danger of luxury, I thould
be difpofed to confider as its true good, and peculiar advantage. ' If,
indeed, it be allowed that in every fociety, not in the ftate of a new
colony, fome powerful check to population muft ‘prevail; and if it
be obferved, - that a tafte for the comforts and conveniencics of life
will prevent people from marrying under the certainty of being
deprived of thefe advantages ; it muft be allowed that we can hardly
expect to find any check to marriage fo little prejudicial to -the
happinefs and virtue of fociety as the gencral prevalence ‘of fuch a

the

s Tnanote to the tenth cha

:r{ong, it is’probable that luxury ‘becomeg really prejudicial to a country, _ But this point

4 G

pter of the laft book, I have mentioned the point at which, ‘
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5§4 : Of the neceffity of genem? principles on this_fubjel?. 'BOOK IV.
the term, is particularly defirable; and one of the beft means of raifing
that ftandard of wrctchcdncfs, alluded to in the cighth chapter of this

book.
It has been genera]ly found that thc middle parts of foc1ety are

moft favourable to virtuous and induftrious habits, and to the growth

of all kinds of talents. But it is evident, that all cannot be in the .
middle. Superior and inferior parts are, in the nature of things,

abfolutely neceflary ; and not only neceflary, but ftrikingly beneficial.
If no man could hope to rife, or fear to fall in fociety ; if induftry
. did not bring‘ with it its reward, and indolence its punithment; we
could not expeé tofee thatanimated activity in bettering our condition,
which now forms the mafter-fpring of publick profperity. But incon-
templating the different ftates of Europe, we obferve a very confider-
able difference in the relative proportions of the fuperior, the middle,
and the inferior parts; and from the effe® of thefe differences, it
feems probable, that our beft grounded expe@ations of an increafe
in the happinefs of the mafs of human fociety, are founded in the
profpe& of an increafe in the relative proportions of the middle parts.

And if the lower claﬁés of people had acquired the habit of propor- -

. txonmg_thc fupplies of labour to_a ftationary, or even decrcafing
demand, without an increafe of mifery and mortality, as at prefent ;

we might even venture to indulge a hope, that at fome future
period, the procefles for. abridging human labour, the progrefs of
which has of late years been fo rapid, - might ultimately fupply all
the wants of the moft wealthy fociety with lefs perfonal labour than

at prefent; and if they did not diminifh the feverity of indi- -

vidual cxertion, might, at leaft, diminifh the number of.thofe
employed in fevere toil. If the loweft clafles of fociety were thus

diminifhed, and the middle clafles increafed, each labourer might °

indulge a more rational hope of nﬁng by diligence and exertion into

does not depend upon the fpread of luxury, as diminithing the frequency of marriage
among the poor, but upon the propomon which thofe employed in preparing or pro-

curmg luxunes, bears to the funds -which are to fupport them. .
a better

Ve

S

CHAP. XL Qf the nneceffity of general principles on this fubject. ” i 5o
. ‘a better : {tation; the rewards of induftry and virtue would " be in-

‘creafed in numbér; human fociety would appear to confift of fewer
blanks and more prizes; and the fum of focml happmefs would be
evidently augmented ' S SR S

To indulge, however, in any diftant views of this kmd unaccom-
-panied by the evils ufually atténdant on a ﬁatlonary, or decreafing
demand for labour, we muft fuppoﬁ. the general prcvalencc of fuch
prudentlal habits" among the poor, “as would prevent them from
marrying, when ‘the acual price of labour, joined to what they
might have faved in their fingle ftate, would not give them the
profpect of being able to’ fupport a wife and fix children without
affiftance. And, in cvcry poxnt of view, fuch a degree of prudentxal .
reftraint would be extremely beneficial ; and would produce a very
ﬂnkmg amelioration in the cond1t10n of the lower clafles of people.

It may be fald perhaps, that even this dcgrcc of prudence might not
always avail,-'as when a man marrics he cannot tell what number of
children hc thall have, and many have morc than ﬁx This is cer-
tainly true ; and in this cafe I do not think that any evil would
refult from making a certain’ allowance to every child -above this
number; not with a view of rewarding a man for his large family,

but merely, of rehevmg him from a fpecies of diftrefs, which it would =~

be unreafonable in us to expe that he fhould calculate upon. And
with this view, the relief thould be merely fuch, as to place him
cxa&ly in the fame fituation as if he had had fix children.

. Montefquieu difapproves of an ediét of Lewis the fourteenth, which

gave certain penfions to thofe who had ten and twelve children, as
being of no ufe in encouraging population®.  For the very reafon
that he difapproves of it, I fhould think that fome law of the kind

- might be adopted without danger, and might relieve particular

individuals from a very prefling and unlooked-for diftrefs, without
opcratmg in any rcfpeé’c as an encouragement to marriage,

N Efprit des Loix, liv. xxiii, ¢, xxvil,
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“If at fome future period, any approach fhould be made towards,

‘ -the .more gc'neral prevalence of prudential habits with refped - to

marriage among the poor, from which alone any permanent  and
general improvement of their condition can arife; I do not think
that the narroweft politician need be alarmcd at’it, from the fear of
its occafioning fuch an advance in the price of labour as will enable
our commercial competitors. to underfell us in forcign markets.
There are four circumftances that might be expeéted to accompany
it, which would probably either prevent, br’fully counterbalance,
any cffe@® of this. kind. Thefe are, 1ft, The more equable and
lower price of provifions, from the demand being lefs frequently
above the fupply. 2dly, The removal of that ‘heavy burden on
agriculture, and that great addition to the prefent- wages of labour,
the poors rates.  3dly, The national faving of a great part of that fum,
which is expended without return, in the fupport of thofe children
-who die prematurely, from the confequences of poverty. ‘And, laftly,

The more general prevalence of economical and induftrious habits,

particularly among unmarried men, which would prevent that indo-
- lence, drunkennefs, and wafte of labour, which at prefent are toe
frequently a confequence of high wages. . A ek
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CHAP XI
Of our. rational expeciatians refpecting the future improvement of Socicz_’)‘f.

Ix tak.ing a gcm?r:.ﬂ ar.xd'conéliiding view of our rational expcé't‘atiéns
;efpeé’clflg ﬂ}e mitigation of the evils arifing from the principle of
population, it may be obferved, that though the increafe of popula-

tion 1 a geometrical ratio be incontrovertible, and - the period of -

doubling, when unchecked, has been uniformly ftated in this work
rather below than above the ‘truth ; yet there are fome naturai
copfcc.lu.ences ~of the progrefs of fociety and civilization - which
’neccﬂanly rep%'cfs its full efe@s. .There are, more pa.rticuldr,ly gféat
town's and manufa®ures, in which we can fcarcely hbpe, and
certainly not exped, to fee-any very material change.- It is unéoubt-

edly our duty, and in every point of view highly defirable, to make -

towns and manufatturing employments as little injurious as poffible

to-the duration of human life ; but, after all our efforts, it is pro-

b:a:blc that ‘they will always remain lefs healthy than country fitu-
ations and country employments; and cpnfequent]y, opcrating as

pofitive checks, will diminifh j ec ,
Prévcntive sy 1 in fome degree the neceflity of the
A In every old ftate it is obferved, that a confiderable number of
grown-up people, remain for a time unmarried. The duty of
Apr?&lﬁng the common and acknowledged rules of mofality durin
this period, has never been controverted in theory, however it mag ‘
have .bccn oppofed in practice. This branch of the duty of mora}l,
reftraint has fearcely been touched byAthc‘rcafon,ingsy of this work,
. . It

)
T T e, .

R er s s SEN

&




e e

598 ‘ Qf our rational expeclations refpecting BOOK IV.

It refts on the fame foundation as before, neither {tronger nor
weaker. And knowing how incompletely this duty has hitherto

been fulfilled, it would ccrtamly be vifionary to expe& any very

material change for the better, in future.
‘The part which has been affedted by the reafonings of thls work

is mnot, therefore, that which relates to our conduét during the .
- period of celibacy, but to the duty of extending this period till - we

have a profpec of being able to maintain our children. And it is
by no means vifionary to 1ndulge a hope of fome favourable change
in this refpe ; becaufe it is found by experxence, that the prevalence

of this kind of pridential reftraint is extremely different in dlffcrent

countries, and in the fame countries at different perlods -
It cannot be doubted, that throughout Europe in general, and

: moft partxcularly in the northern ftates, a decided change has taken

placc in the operation of- this prudcntlal reftraint, fince the prcva-

lence of thofe warlike and enterprifing habits which deftroyed

fo many people.” In later times, the gradual diminution, and almoft
total extinétion, of the plagues which fo frequently vifited Europe in

the feventeenth and the beginning of the cighteenth centuries, pro-
duced a c’nancrc of the fame kind.  And in this country itis not to be

‘doubted that the proportion of marriages has become fmaller, fince -
the 1mproverncnt of our towns, the lefs frequent returns of epide- -
micks, and the adoption of habits of greater cleanlinefs. “During

the late fcarcities, it “appears that the nutnber of marriages, dimi-
nithed ; and the fame motives which prcvcntcd many people from
marrying durmg fuch a period, would operate precifely in the fame
way, if, in future, the addltlonal number of chx]drcn rcared to

’ ,m'mhood from the mtroduéhon of the cow-pox, were to’ be fuch

as to crowd all cmploymcnts, lower the price.of l'1bour, and makc
st more difficult to fupport a famlly

- Univerfally, ‘the’ ‘practice of mankind on thc fubjc& of marrlagcv

has been much fuperior to thexr theories; and’ howcver frequent
may havc becn the chlamatlons on thc duty of entering into “this
7 . - ﬂatc,
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ftate, and the advantage of early unions to ;ptevcnf vice, each indi-
vidual has practically found ‘it neceffary to confider of the means of
fupportmg a famlly, before he ventured to take fo- important a ﬁep '

That great wvis medicatrix reipublicee, the defire of bettering our condi-
tion, and the fear of making it worfe, has been confantly in a&ion,
and has been conftantly directing people into the right road in fpite

of all the declamations which tended to lead them afide. Owing to-
this powerful {pring of health in every ﬁate, which is nothmg more

than an inference from the gcneral courfe of the laws of nature, irre-
{iftibly forced on each man’s attention, the prudential check to mar=
riage has increafed in Europe;- and it cannot be unreafonable to: con~

clude, that it will flill make further advances. If this take place,
* without any marked and decided increafe of a vicious intercourfe:

with the fex, the happinefs of fociety will evidently be promoted by

it; and with regard to the danger of fuch increafe, it is confolatory

to remark, that thofe countries in Europe where marriages- are the

leaft frequent, are by no means particularly diftinguithed by vices of

this kind. It has appeared that Norway, Switzerland, England, and;
Scotland, are above all the reft in the prevalence of 'the preventive
check ; and though I do not mean to-infift particularly on the vir-
tuous habits. of thefe countries, yet [ think that no perfon would:
fele&t them as the countries moft marked for profligacy of manners..
Indeed, from the little that I know of the continent, I fhould have
been inclined to feleé them as moft diftinguifhied for contraty habits,.
and as rather above than below their neighbours in the chaftity of
their women, and confequently in the virtuous habits of their men..

Experience therefore feems to teach us, that it is poffible for moral
and phyfical caufes to counteract the effects that might at firft be
expected from an increafe of the preventive check ; but allowing all:
the weight to thefe effets which is in any degree probable, it may

be fafcly afferted, that the diminution of the vices arifing from indi-
. gence, would fully counterbalance them; and that all the advan-'

tages of dlmlmfhed mortality, and fuperior comforts, which would
certamly
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4ccrtamly re{ult from an. mcreafe of . the, preventwe check, : may. bel

placed cntucly on thc ﬁdc of thc gams to the caufc of happmefs and
vutuc Lo - 5 A ,
It is lefs thc obJe& of' the prefent work to pmpofc new plrma ol'
xmprovmg {oc:lcty than to nculcate . ‘the ncccﬁlty .of refting con-"
tented thh that mode of 1mprovemcnt which is dictated by the -
courfe of nature, and of not obftructing thc advances which would
0thcrw1fc be made in this way. . ‘ L

1t would be undoubtedly highly 1avant'1geous, that all our poﬁtlvc'

. m{htutlons, and ‘the whole tenour of our conduct to the poor,’ thould :

be fuch as a&wcly to co-operate with that leffon of prudence incul-:
c’dted' by the common courfe of human events; and if we take upon-

. ourfelves, fometimes, to mitigatc ‘the natural punifhments of impru--

dence, that we fhould balance it by increafing the rewards of an

oppofite , conduct. But much would’ be donc, if. merely the  infti-:
tutions which. dlrc&ly tend to cncourage marriage were gradually-
chang(.d and we ceafed to cuculate opinions, and . inculcate do&rmes,ﬁ

which pofitively countera& the Jeffons-of nature.

. The limited good which it is fometimes 1 in our power to eﬁ“e& 15

often loft by attemptingtoo much, and by .making the adoption of
fome particular-plan.efientially nece{fary- even to a partial degree of”-
fuccefs. In the pradtical application of the reafonings of this work, I:

hope that I'have avoided.this error. - I wifh: to prefs ‘on the recol-
Ie@ion of the reader, that, though I may have given fome new views

of old fadts, and may -have 1ndulged in the contemplation of a confi--
derable degree of poffible amprovcmcnt that T might not abfolutely

fhut .out that prime.cheerer hope ; yet in .my expe@ations of probable

improvement, and in fuggefting the means of accomplifhing it, I have:

been very cautious. The gradual abolition of the poor laws has

already. often been propofed, in conféquence of the practical evils,
which have been :found to flow from thcm, and the danger of their -
becoming a v&cxght abfolutely intolerable on the landed property of"
The eftablifhment of a more extenfive fyftem of. -

the kingdom.
' natlonal
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natlonal eclucatlon, has neither the advantage of novelty with fome,
“nor its dlfadvantagc with others, to recommend it.

-

~the ﬁztiire improvement of Society, ‘ - Gor.

- The practical

good effeéts of education have long been cxperlcnced in Scotland;.
and almoft every perfon who has been placed in a fituation to judge,

has given his teftimony, that education appears to havea confidcrable
cffect in the prevention of crimes®, and the promotion of induftry,

et I

* morality, and regular condud.  Yet thefe arc the only plans which " -

have been offeréd ; and though. the adoption of them in the modes .

fuggefted, would very powerfully contribute to forward the obje& of

this work, and better the condition of the poor ; yet if nothing be .
done in this way, I.fhall not abfolately defpair of fomc partlal good

effecs from the gencral tenour of the reafoning.
1If the principles which I have endeavoured to eﬁabh{h be falfe,

moﬁ: fincerely hope to fee them completely refuted ; but if they be

true, the fubje is {o important, and interefts the queftion of human

happinefs fo nearly, that it is impoffible that they fhould not in time .

be more- fully known, and more generally circulated, whcthcr any
particular efforts be made for the purpofe or not. .

Among the higher and middle claffes of focncty, the: cﬁc& of
this knowledge would, I hope, be to du-ct't without relaxing their
cfforts in bettering the condition of the poor; to ﬂ]CW them what
they can, and what.théy cannot do; and that, although much may
be done by advice and inftruction, by encouraging habits of prudence
and cleanlinefs, by occafional and difcriminate charity, and by any
mode of bettermg the prefcnt condition of the poor, whichis followed

by an increafe of the preventive check; yet that, thhout this latt.

cffe& all the former efforts would be futxlc, and that in any old and
wcll—pcopled ftate, to affift the poor in fuch a manner as to cnable

a Mr Howard found fewer pnfoncrs in Switzerland and Scotland than in other coun-

Swifs and the Scotch. During the number of years which the late Mr, Ficlding
prefided at Bow-ftreet, only fix Scotchmen were brought before him.
that of the perfons committed the greater part were Irith. Preface to VOl. iii, of the
Repons of the Socicty for bettering the condition of the poor, p. 32.

4 H tb.cm

* tries, which he attributed to a more regular education among the lower claffes of the -

He ufcd to ﬁy V
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thein to marry as carly as they pleafe, and rear up large far‘mhets,t h;s
& phyfical impoflibility. This knowledge, by.ten(%mg to preven g |
rich from deftroying the good cffects of their own.cxcrtlon’s, 3:11
- wafting their cfforts in ‘a dire&ion where fu.ccefs is unattaina b;,
would confine their attention to the proper obJef&s,. and .thuskena e

ern to do more good. - - o
fh?m?ﬁgqtlic;:o%thcmfelvcs, its effeéts Would be ftill more 1mpo}:t-
ant. +That the principal and moft permanent caufe of povert.y,'{ as
Tittle or no relation to forms of government, or .the: unequall divifion
of p’fbﬁé;ty ; and that, as the rich do not reality poﬂql{;s the powci'
of ﬁndi‘ﬁg: employment and maint‘enance ff)r the poor, the p}(l)or can
not, in’ the nature of things, poflefs tl.lc ' .nght‘to dc;manfi t cml,l.a;c
importani: truths flowing from the prlnf:lple of pqpulatloflghw ic {%
'w“hcn:prap-erly 'eicplaincd, Wou_ld. Vb'y no means be :aboyc. ¢ mtc1>
ordinary comprehenfions.  And it 1s eyu_icn?, that fave‘ryhm;n tm t hl:

. lower claffes of fociety, who bccam.c ac_qua}nted v-v1th thefe Irll; b,
would be difpofed to_bear the diftrefles n- v.vh{ch I_le might c
involved \;v’ith more patiencc; would‘ fecl lefs dlfconFcnt an_d 1mta;
tion at the government and the higher claffes o.f focu:ty on ;lcso:(l;;‘
of his pb\;cfty; ‘would be on all occaﬁo;zs lefs difpofed to n;lu ?

nation and tarbulence ; and“if he received a}ﬁiﬁancc,' exthc; i fo?;

any publick. inftitution, or from the haqd of prwa.tc charity, e v:ou d

receive it with more fchankfulnefs, ;and mo‘ré_vju{,ﬂy apprcgla..é' 1 |

valil;'.ch.éfé truths were by degrée;s‘ more generally known, which 1r;
the courfe of time does not feem to be 1rf13robablc, from thcln?;u@f

cff'e&s of the mutual interchange of opinions, the lms:erl c.a ,Zsu ]Od
pééplé, as a body, would become more pcaCf:able and o? ;r y ,.tv& oI
e lefs inclined to tumultuous proceedings 1n {eafons of {carcity,

would ‘at all times be lefs influenced by inflammatory and feditious

SLblications, from knowing how little t4hc price Qf 'labour, and "thg
i{‘é‘ahgs of Yf‘upp:ofting a family, depend upon a revolution. . Thg‘me]t'g;
‘i{ﬁéwlcdgc of thefe truths, even if they did not operate fufficiently

=T S ac S N
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with regard to marriage, would ftill have a moft beneficial effe& on
their condu in a political light ; and undoubtedly onc of the moft
valuable of thefe effeéts would be, the power that would refult to the -
higher a'np_l_‘middlg clafles of focicty of grqdually improving govern-
ments?, without the apprehenfion of thofe rC\}olutionary'cxcc{fe_s, the
fear of  which, at prefent, threatens toydcpri{rc Europe even of tl};lt
degree of liberty, which the.had before experienced to be pradticable,
and the falutary effe@s of . which fhe had long enjoyed. I
. From a review of the ftate of fociety in former periods, compared
with the prefent, I thould certainly fay, that the evils refulting from
the principle of population have rather diminithed, than increafed,
even under the difadvantage of an almoft total ignorance of their
_real caufe. . And if we can indulge the hope that this ignorance will
be gradually diffipated, it does not feem unreafonable to expedt, that
they will be ftill further diminithed. The increafe of abfolute popu-
lation which will of courfe take place, will cvidently tend but little
to weaken this expeation, as every thing depends upon the rela-
tive proportions between population and food, and not on the abfo-
lute number of people. . In the former part of this work, it appeared, °
that the countries which poffefled the feweft people, often fuffered
the moft from the cffe@s of the principle of population ; and it can
{_carccly.bé doubted, that taking Europe throughout, fkcwcij :f_‘a;n’iin“éls,
and fewer difeafes arifing from want, have prevailed in the laft cen-
tury, than in thofe which preceded it. : . - L ‘
On the whole, therefore, though our future profpects refpc&iug ,,
‘the mitigation of the cvils arifing from ‘the principle of population,
may not be o bright as we could with, yet they are far from lﬁci.ng

» I cannot believe that the removal of all unjuft grounds of difcontent againft conflituted
authorities would 1ender the people torpid and indifferent to advantages which are feally”
attainable.  The bleffings of civil liberty are fo great, that they furely cannot necd the aid
of falfe colouring to make them defireable. . Ithould be forry to think that the lower
claffes of people could never be animated to affert their rights but by.memi‘é of fuch illu-
fory promifes, as will generally make the remedy of refiltance much ivb}ff: ‘than’ the

e e T o e et e e "?‘-&

difeafe that it was intended to cure,

- : . i rudential habits of the poor, | _ , : . . |
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“entirely di.ﬁieértcni‘r'i’g,iand by no means pré@lﬁdé"tha}t t&;Jrr_ad'uzil and

pré*gre{ﬁ\(c improvement in human fociety, which, /bef(_)re'ithé late wild

" fpeculations on the fubjec, was the 6bje€_t of rational e:gpé&étidp.’
- To the laws of property and marriage, and to the ‘apparently narrow
- principle of felf-love, which prompts each individual to exert himfelf

in bettering his condition, we are indebted for all i‘.hf: nobleft exer-
tions of human genius, for every thing that diftinguifhes the civi-
lized from the favage ftate. - A'ftri¢t inquiry into the principle of
i)opplatidn leads us ftrongly to the conclufion, that we fhall never
be able to throw down - the ladder by which we have rifen to this
eminence; but it by no meais proves that we may not rife higher by

the faine means. The ftructure of fociety, in its great features, will
lprobab]y “always remain unchanged. We have every. reafon to .

believe, that it will always confift of a claf's of prbpri‘et'ors,' and aclafs

_ of labourers; but the condition-of each, and the proportion which
'they bear to each other, may be fo altered as greatly to improve the -

harmdriy and bequty of the whole. : It would, in(_}céd,A be a melan-
choly refleion, that, while the views of phyfical fcience are daily

“enlarging, fo as fearcely to be bounded by the fnoﬁ diftant horizon,
" the fcience of moral and political philofophy fhould- be confined
».with‘in fuch narrow limits, ‘or at beft be {o feeble in its influence, as

to be unable to counteract the increafing obftacles to hurhan héppi-
nefs arifing from the progrefs of population. - But however formi-

‘dable thefe obftacles may have appeared in fome parts of this work,

it is hoped that the general refult of the inquiry is fuch, as not to
make us give up the caufe of the ’improvcmcnt of .human .f001ety in
defpair. The parttal good which feems to be attainable, is worthy
of all our-exertions ; is fufficient to dirett our efforts and animate our
profpcé}s‘.' And although we cannot expedt that the virtue and hap-

.pinefs of mankind will keep pace with the brilliant carcer of phyﬁcél

difcovery, yet if we are not wanting to ourfelves, we may confidently

- indulge the +hope, that, to no unimpoi'tant extent, they will be

influenced by its progrefs, and will partake in its fuccefs. |
‘ ' INDEX,
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ABNAKIs, their mode of warfare, 34.

Abyflinia, 109. ’

Africa, checks to population in, 102.

++ s oo two kinds of wars in, 102, ..

Agricultural and commercial fyftems com-
pated, 430.—their different effects, 443.

Agriculture, its effets on population, 38,
168, 193. . .

s+esess., . attention paid to it in China,
]47. ‘- N -

vevseesss. remarks on, 452, 466 note,

4725 479. . .

America, northern flates of, their increafe of |

.- population, 4, 259, 337.

erneeessfirft (et;lgm thgré, 388. .

«+s+e0 o Indians of, checks to ‘popul'ation
among them, 24. - L

Andaman iflands, their inhabitants very low
in the feale of human beings, 17. L

Animals, have a tendency to increale beyond
the nourifhment prepared for them, 2. -

«+oe.as o checks to their increale, 3.

+«++.0. om0t indefinitely perfeible, 360.

Ariftotle, his fcheme for preferving the
bhalance of population, 167.

Afia, paftoral tribes of, 8,

+ - « . northern parts of, 117,

Augfburg, proportion of marriages in, 244.

. Bank of England, its fmall notes, 404.
. Banks, country, 403,

Bedoweens, 87, 91, 348,
Beggpars, 561.

_Benefit clubs, bad confcqucncé of their being

compulfory, 5(8, )
Benevolence, requires regulation, 558.
Berlin, proportion of marriages in, 245,
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. B-i;ths,lé bad teft of po‘p‘ulaitiAon,' 25:4,'274.' :

«+++« a fmall proportion of them a good
fign, 314. - . T
«++. . great proportion of, to deaths, 346.
Bounties on exportation of corn, 452,
Brandenburgh, proportion- of marriages in,
244, 245.—Births and deaths in, 258,
Britain, poffible ratio of its increafe of pro-
duce, 6, -
+esvss formerly a prey to northern inva~
- ders, 8o. P
e»vie. its produce diftributed in more libe-
ral fhares than formerly, 349,

. 184
Campine in Brabant, 480: -
Canadians, 40. S .
Cannibalifm, its probable origin, 35. )
Ceeeeaeian prevails in feveral countries, 5.
Celibacy and ‘matrimony confidered with:
refpect to women,. 549, - -
Charity, of the diretion of, 58, 588,
Chatftity, 496. ' T :
China, 145, 348, 427.
hiriguanes, 37. )
Cimbri, their irruption, 68..
Circumilances ought to'govern condug, 527.
Civilization: particularly benefits the condi
tion of women, 27. o
vesvoves. compared with the favage ftate,
- 62, o )
Cleves, proportion of marriages in, 244"
Colonies, their rapid increafe, 336.
s eeees. rémarks on, 388, )
Commercial ftates, natural limit to’ the po~
pulation of, 427. . i
eseeeeve.. and agricultural {yftems coma
pared; 430.~Their.different effeSts; 443.
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Community of .goods, forcible argument

againtt it, 61, note,
Condorcet, remarks on his fyftem, 354.
Condu&, ought to be governed by circum-
ftances, 528.
Corn, diftilling fpmts from it has a tendency
to.prevent famine, 160..
.. ...of bounties on the exportation of, 452.
eere .effeél: of the Englifh laws refpeéting,
452. '
.o ‘? con{'equences of lmportmg, 464, 472
Cottages, 598.
Cows kept by cottagcrs, 57!,', 589."
Cow-pox, eﬁ'e&s of its mtroduéhon, 522

‘Y :5. D . i}
Dantzic, proportlon ‘of marriages in, 244.
Difeafes common and fatal amon{g favages,
" 22, 30, 31.—Among people in low ftages

of CWlllZ:ltlon, 109.
<. v. s epidemic, 252, 340, 48s. -
«+.... arife from improper condu& 485
Dx(hllmes, theu’ eifeéls, 160, * -

E

Farecoie focieties, 52, 60.

- Earth, how overfpread wnth men, 6 5.

Eafter Ifland, 6o.

Economifts, 430. . .

"Eden, Sit F. M. 414.°

Education of thc poor;, 553, 588, 601.

Eoypt, 113, 472. .

Elgxllgratlon cox71ﬁdcred 38%. o

England, checks to population in, 300, 346

esesoss Its poor laws 2 bad fyftem, 302,
330, 396, 409.—Flan for gradually abo-
lithing them, §36. -

eevsens wealthy, and why, 437.

.. bad effe& of its national debt, 440.

...+... once an agricultural nation, 443.

W.eese. itscorn laws, 452.

S ... fhould become more of an agricul-
tural mtxon, 464. -

vv..... danger to its conftitution, 526.

.+ ..... more than half its people wxll foon
become paupers, §36.

) prdemlcs, their effc@s on tables of mor-

- tality, 252.

w.hees e their intervals, 3410
.. 5. affeGted by badnefs of food, and
cro.vded dwellings, 342, 485,

Equahty, fyftems of, 353, 366.

Europe not fully peopled. 6.

«+ee.. checksto populatlon among the an-
cient inhabitants of the north of, 65.—In
the modern ftates of, 183. -

Ewl natural and moral, inftruments of di-

7 vine admonition, 484.

«+.. increafed by ignorance and indolence,

505
..~ diminifhed by knowledge and virtue,
505,

F,

Famine, traces of, foon obliterated, 340.

cerhan its frequency of recurrence, 341.

«+.. .. preceded by plentiful years, 343.

Fifhing does not atford a conftant fupply of
food, 42. .

Florida, favages of, 39.

Food of certain favages, 18, 19, 39, 43, 62.

.o its effe@s on dxfe1fes, 342,

Formofa, fingular cul‘tom in, 60. -

Foundling hofpitals, injurious to a ftate,
203, 219.—In Ruffia, 216. --Unfavour-
able to population, 219.

France, checks to population in, 285, 346

v s its population not dumm{hed by the :

revolution, 285.

4 +..... itsinternal flate in the ye'\r c1ght,

296, note.
Fnendly Iﬂands, 58.

G

Galla, 106. )
Germans, ancient, caufes of their rapld in=
creafe, 77,

Glory, how acquired among f:wages, 36

Godwin, his fyttem, 366.

++.s... obfervations on his reply, 380.

Goths, 69, 72. '

Government, confequences of its mterfer-
ence, 208.

cenaseness jealoufy of it neceffary, 529.

vessssssss improvements of it muft ori-’

ginate with men of education, 533.
Greeks, ancient, 162:
Gunpowder, benefit of the mvennon, 80,

" note,
Hal-
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Halberftadt, proportion of marriages in, 244.

Halle, proportion of marriages in, 243.

Happinefs of fociety, how tobe attamed 505

Holland marriages in, 241.

ceenan dts advantagcs in the m1nagement
of its poor, 546. :

Horfes for pleafure not injurious to the

poor, 478. -
Hudfon s Bay Indlans, their hardfhips, 39
Huns, 72.
Hunters, tribes of, cannot be numerous »24:
¢esese. fometimes fuﬂ'er feverely by fa-
mme, 4T,

. ' T
Indxgence, hlghly unfavourable to morals,

513.
Indoftan, 133, 348 i S
Induftry, chief timulus to, 475 s
Infant:exde, 51, 60,90, note, 141, 142, I 56
~ 164, 384, note.” "

- _Ireland, 334, 580, noté, 581. ‘

Iroquors, their phrafe for making war, 34.
IHlands, fingular inftitutions to retard the

" progrefs of population fuppofed to have'

‘ orlglnated in, 4.6

-Japan, 161.

Kalmucks, g6.

Kamptfchatka, 117.

Kirgifiens, 95.

Kr})owledge, general dlffuﬁon of, 553, 555,
o1

Labour, dnﬁ’erence between its nommal and’

real price, 15.

eseess demand for, req\nﬁte to encourage

populatxon, 120, ¢ s

s+ priceof, muft be high for populatlon

< to mcxeafe rapxdly, 125.
oo ovs o effedts of raifing its price, 396. "
-+ ... fcarcity tends to lower its price, 407
Leipfic, proportion of marriages'in, 244.-
beerty, civil, effet of the knowledge of
zl)e principal caufe of poverty on, 525,
02 . .

.

b

Liberty, Jealous care of, ncccﬂ‘ary, 529. .
Lima, 337.

London, effets of the plague i m, 485
Longevity, not common among ﬁvages, 31.
Luxury, 467, note, 592.-

Lymg-m hofpitals, 203.

M

Magdeburgh, propomon of mamages m,
244.

Mahometan Tartars lefs peaceable than the
heathen, qo.

Man, checks to his increafe, 3. :

+e oo fyflem of his perfeGtibility, 358 ~~~~~

.. .. taught, though flowly, by natural and
moral evil, 484.

oess has ouly a condxtxonal rxgllt to fubﬁﬁ-

Manatidiare '
anufactures, 421, 444, §92.

Marianne I{lands, 6o. 4~4 '59

Mamuge, fingular cuftoms refpe&mg, 20,
- 53, 60, 142. -

e poﬁtlve laws to encourage, 174>
24 A

Mamages, on the frultfulnefs of, 224, 260.'

<+ +. 0. proportionate to deaths, 240. -

Maximum, its confequences, 407.

Menu, ordinances of, 133. :

Mexico, 337. =

Moguls, 85.

.vve.vs Morrid propofal of thexrs, 8 5

Moral reftraint, and the foundations of our
obllgatxon to prattife it, 483.

Ceveesieeess effe@s of its general praéhce, :

" 494.
Morals, mdlgence hnghly unfavourable to,

513
Mortality, tables of 231, 238 253.
Jeevessess. . remarkson, 18’;, 196 210,
. 225, 240, 248. ¢
Cereasesdaad effects ofepldcnucs on,zsz.

N. <
National debt,” 440. R

Nations, caufe of thelrdeclenﬁon, 467, note= '

Negroes, 102.
New Holland, its mhabltants, 18
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. eveeooachecksto populanon in, 183

" Poor-rates injurious, 302, 329.
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Nootka Sound, people there canmbals, 35. _x :

Norway, 81, 243.

O(hacks. 118,
Otahclte, 50.

P
FPaine’s Rights of Man, 530, Works, 555 i
Paper currency, 404. -
Paris, proportion of marriages in, 24.5. . .
Paffions, 486. -
Paftoral nations, 66, g1, * -
“rrecsnsanaas modern, 85. .
Perfia, 131.
Plague, 485. " .
Plants, their improvement lumted 361,
Plato, his fcheme for preferving the balance
of population, 165, -
Political economy, a neccﬁ'ary branch of
-education, 553.
Politicks, firft appearances partlcularly dc~
. ceitful in, 582.
Polygamy, 1 unfavourab]e to populatlon, 130.
Pomerania, births and _marriages in, 259. -
Poor, lawsrefpeQing, in England, 396, 409.
« .+« how their condition is affeé’tu(f by m-
creafing wealth, 420, . -
cese only effectual mode of bettenng thelr
. condition, 504.
++++ objections tothis mode conﬁdcrcd ‘511
. inftitutions for their benefit common[y
mlscvc much diftrefs at firft, but are in-
.- jurious'in their ultimate eﬂ'e&s, 515, note.
«v.. plan for the gradunl abolmon of the
laws refpeCting, §36. :
e+« parochial fchools for them propoﬁad
553, 588, 6or. . -
«++» errours in different plans for i xmprovmg
their condition, 567. .
oo neceffity of general prmcxples on the
« fubject, 582.

«+sevss. remarks on them, §536.: -

Populntlon, checked by the dlﬂiculty of ac-
quiring food, 3, 336,

eeseeneas atio of its mcrea('e compared
with that of food, 3. .

senetees. general checksto it, 9, 335, 350.

s oo vasss preventive checks to, g

Populatlon, poﬁtwe chec&s to, 11,

_ ragements to it, 12.

| EETT TN propoﬁnons rcfpc&mg 1t, 16
ererraenn checks to, in the 'oweﬁ ftage of -

fouety, 17.

tesreseedinserians amongtheAmencm
. Indians, 24.

teseeadas mcreafed by agnculture, 38

iflands, 46.

. originated in iflands, 46.

veeesssss checks to, among the’ ancxent
inhabitants of the north of Euvope, 65.

teteetideneiiine amongmoderupa oral

. nations, 85.

.'................. in Afnca, 102.

cevesessssssasesa. inSiberia, 117,

«etevenss demand for labour rcquxﬁte to,
$120.

Jereene.d toincreafe it rapidly the | pnce of

: labour muft be high, 125.

_ nions and Perfia, 126. . .
Cereessereisanaeey in Indoﬂ:nn zmd Ti:
bet, 133.

Cesrenana rcprefﬁng it a pubhck Dbje& i
Tibet, 142.

©145.
.................amongtheGrceks, 162.

‘balance, 1635.
essesasss Ariftotle’s, 167
«+eossess checks to, among thc Romans,
171,
.................lnmodernEmdpe,183
.................mNorway,183
checnnnee gommon miftake on the fubjec,
194,
...?..... checks to, in Sweden, 196,
ceedsseacnsnine... in Ruffia, 210,
........‘..........mthcmlddlepartsof
Europe, 240.
cesretanennsesses. in Switzerland, 267.
..'................mFrance,285
veseresansensssas inEngland, 300.
..................mScotlaud and Ires
l:md 321,

Population,

e At e

«»sseate. alternation of checks and encou,

ssesssase checks to, in thc South- fea .

Seeranans ﬁngular inftitutions to retard nt .

TR checks to, in the Turh{h doml- :

¢seereen. checks to, in China and _]apan, T

¢+ee0anes Plato’s fcheme for prefcrvmg its .
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Populatton promotcd by the abundance of
food

cires '.’. e lltt!e '\ﬁ'c&cd by war, fammc,
or peftilence, 340.

vesesess. the moft powcrful chch to, in

“modern Europe, 351. " .
TERRREEY fyftems or expedients '1ffe€tmg the
~ evils nnﬁng from the principle of, 353-

" sesseree. Of commercial ﬁates, naluml

limit to, 427.

veeeer... fourcés of the prevallmg errors

on the fubje&, 470.

" evsese... our futare profpects refpe&mg

the removal or mitigation of evils anfmg
from the principle of, 483. .

reeuis +.. modes of correlting the prcvml-

- ing opinions on the fubject, 549.

eeereen . neceflity of general prmcnples
- on, 582 )

Poverty, its principal caufe, 506.

“eveow. effedt of the knowledge of its caufe'

on civil liberty, 525.
Power, has always a tendency to encroach,

. Pra&ncal pohtncnans, 582.

Privileges, exclufive, 439.

"Proftitution, its calamitous eﬂ"c&s, 10.

Provifion, remarks on the price of, 399, 409.

Prndence, a principal virtue of heathcn mo-
ralifts, 494.

wes.s00s aneminent Chriftian virtue, 494.

Pruffia, tables of mortality in, 253

Q

uito, o

Quito, 337 R

Riots, 528 530.

Roman empire, its fall, 68, 472.

Romans, antient, 162, -

eesees. checks to populatlon among them,
171,

RO[ZAC, proportion of marriages in, 245

Ruffia, checks to population in, 210, -~

w4« oo its population rapidly increnﬁng, 243.

]
Samoyedes, 119.

- Sandwich Iflands, 58.

Savages, checks to population among them,
17.
veveeen Cuﬂoms Of 20, 28

Savagcs, pcculmrlmrdﬂnps of women among, _

20, 26. .
cededa notlonghved 31.

veveses difeafes common and fatal among.

. them, 22, 30, 31. _-
+ees o0 their cannibalifm, 35.
eevvesees.. notions of glory, 36.
. ++ v .. the onlyadvantage J
Smndmnwans, 82,
Scarcity, remarks on the late, 3~,9 o
Schools for the poor, 553, 588, 601.
Scotland, checks to population in, 321.
+4 e+ 00 its population redundant, 34.9.
Scottifli peafantry, 497, note.
Scythians, 66, 85. .
Scxual paﬁion 487, 497, note,
Shangalla, 106, 111. .
Shepherds, nations of. See paﬂoral nations.
Siberia, checks to population in, 117.

Sinclair, Sir John, his ﬂatnlhcal account ofA

Scotland, 13, note.

Slavery, unfavourable to populatlon, 156.
Small-pox, no argument againft the popu-
loufunefs of modern nations, 178. .

.....;..‘.remarkson,34g -

bocxety, gcncral deduétions from the view of,

. .33 .. rational expectations rcfpe&nng its
future improvement, 597.

South-fea [flands, checks to popu]anon in, 46.

Spain, caufe of its low popuhtlon, 472,

Sparta, 168, -

-| Spartan dlfmp]me, 63

Specie, its abundancc a\confequence, not a
caule, of national wealth, 473.
Statiftics, fcience of, 13.

Steuart, Sir James, his political oconomy, 15,

note. Error of, 567.
Sunday fchools, 554. -
Sweden, checks to population in, 196.
watzerl:md checks to populdtlon in, 267.

T
T"\rtars, 8s.
Taxation, 440, note.
Terradel Fuego, its inhabitants the loweft in
the fcale of human beings, 17.

| Thearies} 582. Yy

Tibet, 141.
Tithes, 440, note
vev v caly commatation for them, i,
41 Tow nlend,
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