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ing forces, in thefe deciﬁons

proved that the theoxy was not accuys
rately true S TR

1 am’ wdhng to. allow that every Vo |
luntary act is ‘preceded by adecifion of : |
. the 411111,1d s -but it is ﬁrangely oppofite
' t’oiwhat -1 fhould eonceive"to"be the
juft theory upon the. fubJect and a pal-' S
pable contradiction to all expeuenee, to
fay, that the corporal propenﬁttes of man
do hot,aet very p{owexjf.ully, as difturb-
- The quef-

tion, therefoxe, does not ‘merely depend,
upon Whether a. ‘man may be made to
underﬁand a. dl{’unct propoﬁtion, or be

(:opvmced by an unanfwerable ar.gument.

A truth 11}i1y7be b‘rough_t':hoinef‘to’..his_ .
" conviction ‘as a rational - being, though

‘he. may determlne to act contxary to
ity as a compound being.

of 11u110e1, the’ Iove of - hqum, the "de-

ire of poﬁefsmg a beautiful Wom'm, wdl.

2 Courgg

: aéhons

- would 1mmed1ate]y reprobate it.”

The. cravmgo ,

"ﬁ

~ o

#

urge men to aéhons, of the fatal con- |

- fequenees of Whlch, to the, general inte- :
reﬁs of fomety, they are perfeéﬂy Wellv P

" eonvmced even: at the vely time they 'A

'commlt them Remove then bodily

'cravmgs, and they Would not, hefitate

' . a moment in, determlmng agamﬁ fuch’

fame condu& in another perfon, and they |
“But in

their own cafe, and under all ‘the cir-
' cumﬁanees of thexr ﬁtuatxon with thefe -

bodily cr'wmgs, the dec1ﬁon of the com-

- - 'pound being is different from the con-
- viction of the rational being.

. If this be the juft view of the {ubject ;
and both theory -and expeuence umte to.
prove that it is; almoﬁ all Mr.. Godwm 5
.reafomngs on the fubject of coercion in

his 7th chapter, will appear to. be founded
. on error. He fpends {fome tune in phcmrr ‘

4

R
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7"4

B ma l‘ldICUlOUS point of viewv; the at«—, _

~tempt,- to convmce 2 man s underﬁand-

. ing, and to cleariup a doubtful ‘propo- x

* fition in- lns ’mxnd by blows Undoubt-

edly it is both' ridiculous and barbarous ;

" and’ fo 15" cock ﬁghtmg,» but’ one “has
‘little more. to-do . with the real object
of human punithments, than the other. -

" One frequent (indeed. much too frequent) |
.~ " mode of pum{hment is death. Mr. God-.
o win wﬂl haldly thmk this 1ntended for -

'-"conwctlon, at leaft 1t ‘does not appear

how the individual, or the fomety, could\ “

>—"fmp miuch futuxe beneﬁt from:an un-
derf‘tandmg enhghtened in’ thls manner.

T he pr1n01pal ObJCCtS Wthh human pu-

: \nlfhments have in v1ew, are . undoubtedly

reftraint and. example 1eﬁra1nt ‘or re<

moval of an - -individual . member, whofe

 vicious habits are. hke]y to be prejudi-

- cial to the fociety. .. ,And.egiample, _~Wh1ch

by

. the comnnfsmn of 1t

~,
s e
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' by exprefiing the fenfe of the. éotmuit

mty Wlth regard to a’ partlcular ci~1me,

and by afT001at1no more néatly “and - vx-~
', ﬁbly, cfime and pumfhment holds out
'}a moral motlve to dlffuade others ﬁom '-

N “ ‘x‘

"Re{’créint Mr Godwm thmks, may
* be, perm1tted as a temporary e\pedtent, |
ﬁ _'though he. reprobates fohtary imprifon-
‘ment, wlnch has certamly been the moﬁ:
\k"‘fucccfsful, and, 1ndeed almoﬁ the only .
l"_attempt towards the moral amehoxatlon,'
of offenders., He ta]ks of the felﬁfh pafm\
: k_ﬁons ‘that are foftered by fohtude, and,

of. the vxrtues O'enerated in fomety But‘_

furely thefe mrtues are not crenerated |

1 the fomety of a pufon, ’Were the\. .
offender confined to the: fomety of able"
(md "vutuous men, he Would probably

be more 1mproved than inn . folitude.
,; But 15 thls pl"zéhc:"tblep Mr Godwm s’
‘ 8 mgenulty o
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v IE .

mgenulty 1s: m01e ﬁequently employed i,
finding out ev1ls, than ‘n fugge{hng pnc- .

ticai 1en1ed1es.. co

Pumﬂnnent for e\'unple,- 1s tot'ﬂly

’ make .
1eplob1ted By endcwounno to |

_‘ am
e‘{amplcs too nnplefswc and teulble, n

‘uons lnve 1ndeed been led 1nto the moft

b‘ubmous uuoltles, but the abufe of any

1ﬁ'
p1actlce 1s not 1 oood algument agan

its ufe. The 1ndefat10‘1ble pame taken -

in tlns Countly to ﬁnd out a muldel,

'g; Year:

fmd tbe Cext'unty of 1ts punlﬂlment ‘has

. ‘powelfully contubuted to genente that

fen‘u ment Wh1ch 1S ﬁequent 1n the mouths :

o

'of tbe common pcople, \tlnt a murde1 |

'\\ 111 f0011e1 01 latex Come to hght ‘1nd
‘the lnbltml honor in Wlnch 1nurde1 is
1n confequcnre held wﬂl nmke%mam
.'mec, for fear he ﬂlould be tempted to

ufe 1t in the Of1'1t1ﬁC'1t10n of his 1evengc.

i

In .

-1n the '1oony of P’lfSlOll, tlnow down lns_

le‘NéfPLE‘oF ﬁ&i’vLXﬁ*ION'. _ 59
ln Italy, Whele murderels by ﬂymg to |
af anétuary are allowed ‘more frequently.‘
to efcape, the crime  has never been
held in" the  fame” deteﬁatmn, and has‘
eonfequently been more ﬁequent No'
man, who is at all awale “of the opeia-
‘tion of moral motwes, can doubt for" *L
moment that if evexy mu1del in Italy
had been 1nvauab1y ‘punithed, ‘the ufe
of ‘the" ttilletto in t1anfpo1ts of - p’lfSIOll,

‘would " have been comp’uatwely but 11t~1

“tle . known. -

'I

- That human laws, éither do,” or 'can,

proportion the punlfhment acculately to -,

the offence, no pelfon will have the - -

folly to aﬁ'elt - From the 1nfexut'1b111ty
of motives the thnw s 1bfolute1y 1in-
pOf‘ilble' but tb1s nnpeifeéhon thoucrb
it nmy be called '1 {pecies’ of 11]JuﬁlCC,

is novalid '11’gument againft hunﬂn laws.

;It is the lot oF man, that he mll fze—

- Se ~quently
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- quently hwe to chufe between two evﬂs
~and it is a fuﬂicwnt reafon- for the - adop- -
 tion of any 1nﬁ1tut10n, that it is the beft

© mode’ that- fuggef’cs itfelf of preven‘ung"-

gleatcr enls A continual endeavour

| thould undoubtedly per'ul to make thefe ,

inftitutions as perfect as ‘the nature of

them will '1chmt But ‘nothing is {o eafy, |

as to fird fault W1th human inftitutions;

‘nothmg fo- dxfﬁcult as to fuggef’c ade- '
quate pmctxcal 1mp10vements It 1s to

be Iamented tlnt more men of talentf'

’employ their tiine in the former occu~

p'ltlon, th'm in the la,'ctel

The ﬁequency of crime among men,
;Who, as the common {faying s, I\now
better, mfﬁczently proves, that fome
truths may be bxouaht heme to the

| Aconwctlon of the mind W1thout alw‘lye |
,. p_lpducmg the ploper effect upon the

' ﬁco,n.duet.‘ | 'Ihcrc are othm truths. of 2

‘ , ,mture'-‘

g
| . o
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| nature that pexlnps never can be ade-,\

quately commumcated from .one man o -

nanother  The fupenonty of the plea-

fures of intellect to thof¢ of fenfe, Mr.

Godwin confiders’ as a. fundamentﬂ truth,
Taking all Cucumﬂanees 1nto conﬁdela- -
tion, I ﬂlould be dlfpofed fo. agree with
him; but how am-1-to commumcate -

this truth to a perfon who has. fcalcely -

. ever felt mtelle&ual pleaﬁue. ‘1 may as _ -
well attempt to e}\plaln the nature and
" beauty of colours to 4 blind man. If I

“am’ever fo laborious, patlent and cleax,

and have the moft repeated opportuni-
ties of expof’culatlon, any real progrefs

toward the accomphﬁment of my purpofe, -

' feems abfolutely hopelefs Thele 1s no

COIl'llllOIl me"tfule thW’CGll us. I C'lll-

not ploceed ﬁep by ftep: it is a truth of
2 natule abfolutely incapable of demon-
| ﬁxatlon All that T can fay is, that the
‘wifeft and bcf’c men in all ages had agreed

33 | in
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'm glvmg the plefelence, very. greatly, to
the pleafules of intelle¢t; and that. my
own C‘{PCI ience completely oonﬁl med the :
"11 uth of their decifions; that I had found . |

fenfual pleafures wvain, tranfient, and con-

tmually attended Wlth tedlum and dif-

guft but that 1n’celle&ual pleafmes ap-
Vpe'ued to me ever frefh and young ,filled
up. all my hours fatlsfaé‘couly, gave a -

new zeft to life, and diffufed a lafting

feremty over my nnnd If he Dbelieve

me, 1t can: only be from refpe& and ver

" neration for my. authority : it is credus
lity, and not conviction. I have not faid

any thing, nor can any thmo be. fald of‘

a nature to produce real _eonméhon._ The

affair 1s not an affair of reafoning, but of
- experience. He would probably obferve
in reply, what you fay may be very true

: 'svith regard to yourfelf and nnny other

good mex, bu-, for my own part 1 fecl
"Jery (hffen, lpon fhe fubject. ” I have

yery

1
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very’ﬁequently taken up a book, and al-
. moft as ﬁequently gone to fleep over it ;

but when I pafs an evenmg with a gay

palty, or a pretty woman, .T. feel ahve,

,‘and in fpmts, and tr uly elljoy my e\ﬁ’c-
'ence. |

Under fuch mrcumﬁances, reqfomng S
'and a1gument are, not 1nﬁ1uments from
which fuccefs can be eXpeé‘ced At fome
* future time pelhaps, 1e'11 fatlety of fenfual

\
pleafures, or fome ‘1001dent11 1mplefs1ons

that awakened the energies of his mind,

mlght’eﬁ'e& that, in'a month, whichi* the

moft  patient and able e\poﬁulatlons,“

mlfrht be 1ncap1ble of effeﬁlzlo 111 f01ty

_ye'us. SR

84 CHAP:
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R

R CHAP. VXIV.T.L, -

Mr Godwm ’s ﬁw propof twm re[pea‘img polztzcal trutﬁ
- on wbtcb his whole. work binges, not eftablifbed. -——-Rea-

 fons we have for [uppaﬁng from the diftrefs acczy' oned .

by the prmczple of papulatzon, that the wices, and

moral weaknefs of man can never be wbolly er adzcated

. '——Perﬁﬂzbzhtyz in the fenfe in wbzc/: Mr Godwin
‘ufes the term, not applzcable to man. ---Nature of the
"real pw_‘feﬂzbzhty qf man zlluﬁrated

\ -

IF the reafonlpgs of the precedmg chap- |

ter are Juﬁ the co_rollaues refpeétm poli-

t1cal truth Wthll Mr. G.odwm draws

from"the propoﬁtmn, that the Voluntny

dcftlons of men or;gmate in their opinions,

will not appear to, be~clearly eftablifhed,
Thefe: corollaries are, ¢ Sound reafomnv

and truth, when adequately communi-

eated, ,muft -always be ‘VIT&QJ‘IOUS over

error:  Sound reafoning and truth are

- capable of being fo communicated ; T ruth-

3¢ omnipotent: The vices and moral
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weaknefs of man are not 1nvmc1ble Man
is perfeétible, or in other words, fufcep-

- txble of perpetual nnprovement 7

: The ﬁrft tlirée pro{poﬁ.tions? may be
conﬁdered a complete fyllooxﬁn If by
adeqmtely commummted be meant fuch

a convi&tion as to pxoduce an adequate

effect 1 upon the conduét the maJm may

be allowed and the minor denled The

. ‘confequent or-the omnipotence of truth,

of courfe falls to the ground. If by ade-

- quately communicated be meant merely
- the conviion of the rational faculty ;.

. the 1n'1Jor muft be denied, the minor

will be only true in cafes mpable of de-

monfhatlon, and the confequent equally :

falls.  The fourth plopoﬁtlon, Mr. God-
" win calls the preceding propofition, with
a2 flight Variation in the ftatement. If to,
it muft aeéompany the preceding propo-
-ﬁlldﬁr’in;_its‘.fall But it may be w01th’

wh1le
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vh1le ‘to mqulre, with 1‘efe1enee to the
punelpal argument of tlns elﬁy ‘into the
p'utlcular reafons - Wh1oh we'’ have for
fuppofing, that the moes and m01al weak-
nefs of ‘man can. nevel be\ wholly over-
come in thls WOIld E R
Man, .acco1d1nc>‘ to Mr.- Godwin, is a
creature, formed what he is, by the fuc-
cefswe lmplefsmns which e has received,
from the firft moment that the ‘germ- fr om

Wlnch he fpl ung W'ls ammated Could he be

placed i a ﬁtu'1t1on, where he was fub-

Jeét to no evil 1mpref51ons Whatever,,

thou0h it m10ht be - doubted Whether in

fuch a- ﬁtuat1on Vutue could ex1ft v1ce E

would certainly be bnnﬂmd. The oleat

- bent" of Mr. Godwin’s work on*pohtlcal .

Jufhee, if I undell’mnd it - ughtly, is. to
fhew, that the 0‘16’1t61’ part of the vices

‘and we%kneffes of men, " p10ceed from

the 1n3ufhee of then pohtleal 'md focial -

' - infli-

#
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inftitutions ;- dnd' that "if . thefe ‘were res

moved and the- undelfhndmors of men

~more enlightened, there would: be little
“er no temptation in the “world - to ‘evil.

~ “As_it has been eleally proved, however,
(at leqﬁ: as I think) that this is entirely

. .:'1 falfe conceptlon, and that 1ndependent ,

. -of any pohtxcal or {ocial inftitutions what-

ever, the greater part of :mankind; from

‘the ﬁxed and unaltelable laws of 1ntule,e .

‘muft ever be fllbje& to the ev1l tempta-

tions allﬁng from -want, " befides “other
pafsions ; it follows from - Mr. Godwms

deﬁmtlon of man, that fuch impiefsions,

.,jand combmatlons of 1mp1'ef510ns, cannot
be afloat in ,the world, - \VlthOUt*f%'CllCl’&t-_-

, ing a variety of bad men. . According to |
Il\/Il. ‘Godwin’s own ‘conception of. the

4fornnt1on of charaéter, it is furcly as

1mprob'1ble that under {uch circum-

ft'mces, all men Wlll be vntuous, as

that ﬁ\es will come up ‘a hundred times

; fOl? .




268 ' AN ESSAY ON THE

Ty

folipwfing uimn' the dice.

riety of combmatlons upon. the dice in

a répeated fuccefsion of throws, appeals
to. me not inaptly to ureprefent the
- great variety -of chara&ex ‘that ‘muft
' neceffauly exift in the World fuppoﬁntr
every 1nd1V1dual to be founed what he

s, by that combmatlon of - 1mprefsmns

‘which . ke has’ received ﬁnce his firft
Aemﬁence. And this compaufon wﬂl, in
{fome meafure, thew the abfurdity of
fuppoﬁng, that e\ccptxons will ever be-
“come general rules ; that. e\tramdmary ~

and unufual Combmatlons will be fre-

- quent;

- of great virtue which have appeared in all -

“ages . of the  .world, ‘Will ever pijé{fail

. umverfally.

S

I am aware that Mr. Godwm might

'fay, that the compaufon is in ‘one ref-

g pe& maccurate; tlnt in the cafe of the'

d;ce,

'

;. or ‘that the individual mﬁances'

- The great va-

i

»1lea'a'ted"

dlCC, the precedmg caufes, or rather the

.' chances refpeéhng the precedmg caufes;
- were: always ‘the fame; -and that there-
fore, I could have no good reafon. for

-,'.‘fuppoﬁng that a greater numbex of fixes -

would . coine.up ‘in the" next -hundred

© times of threwing, than in the preceding

{ame number of throWs‘ ‘Butx’that man

had in fome fort a- power of mﬁuencmg '
~_-thofe caufes that-. formed charaﬂer'

~and that every:good -and virtuous man :
~that was produced; by the - influenice

Wh1ch he muft nece(fanly ‘have, rather‘
mcxeafed_.thc ‘pxobablhty that‘vanot_he_r’

~ fuch virtuous Cham&er‘ would be ge-

fixes upon - ‘the dice once, ‘would -cer-

‘tainly -not increafe the probablhty of

their coming up a fecend time. 1 -ad-

mit this objection :to the accuracy of

‘the “comparifon, but it is. only partially -

whereas the commg up - of
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» fa11 swith a much greater numbel.. ‘Had -

to- plOVC that thefe temptations to evil -

216 .- AN ESSAY ON THE -
vahd. . cheated expenence h‘IS affured -
us; that the- 1nﬂuence of the moﬁ vir-
tuous chara&er. will 1arely prevall againit

Tt will

undoubtedly " affe fome, - but. i't will

very - ﬁlono temptatwns to-evily

Mr. Godwm fucceeded in his qttempt

‘could: by the exertions of man be re- .
Amoved I would - give up. the compari-
fon- orat leaft allow, that a man
‘might'tbe" {fo far: feﬁlig’h’tened ‘with - re-
"gard to” the mode of “thaking his clbow,
that "he ‘would be able to throw' fixes
'evel'y"'tiilie. ~ But “as long as ‘a o”rteﬁ’c.. |
“number of thofe 1mplef51ons which form
f chala&ex, like ™ the nice mo‘aons of the
~arm, ‘remain abfolutely - mdependent of
the will of man; though it would be
“the: helght of folly and plefumptlon, to
‘attempt to calculate the’ 1eht1ve pro-

- portions

are’ mvmmble. o

:.wﬂl confequen‘dy f’lH

unlefs, the pxecedm

A
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:prIthIlS of . Vutue and V1ce at the fu-»
~ ture peuods of . the woxld- 1t may be
Vf'lfely aﬁ'elted tlnt the wces 'md mmall

\’VC’II\I‘IC{S of mmkmd tqken m the m'tfs,_'

,,,,, ot . P
PN i . LI

I“‘

The ﬁfth propoﬁtmn,‘ls the generaz

dcdu@aon fxom the fom f01me1, and

as the founda«

SIS 10

‘ tlons whlch fuppmt 1t have orlven W213 N

"In the fenfe in ‘Wthli Ml. Godwm

N

.pEIfbalbIhty of 1nan C'mnot be a{Texted ’

'1.)‘

propoﬁtlons could,-

;have been cleally eﬁabhfhed‘ Ih“]

s, howevcz, one fenfe, Whlch the texm.

will beax, n- ‘.& lnch it 1s, perhaps, Jilﬁ'

It may be faid w1th txuth, that m’m

is always fufcepuble of 11nplovemcnt°

or that thele never h’lS been, or Wlli

“can’ he fud ’co have 1e'1ched h1s pofsv-«

ble

’

'"11nduf’mnds the teun pelfeéhble, the B

.be, a peuod of his lnﬁoxy, in thh hc -
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‘be known.-
Lemmdmg the 1eader of a dlfhnéhon, -

whleh it . 1ppeaxs to me, ought partlab '
cula1ly to be attended to in the pre-«'.}'v
fent quefhon I; mewn, the eﬁ'entlal dlfé
fexence thele 1s, bctween an unhnnted ,

of his natu_;e._

is appl.ical.qle.. h

. 1.
3
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bIe achme of perfeéhon. Yet it does

ot by any means follow from thls 5

tlnt our eﬁ°o1ts to 1mprove man Wﬂl

always fucceed s or even, that he “will

Cever make, in the greateﬁ number of
ages, any . extlaordmary firides towznds
The only 1nference that

perfeéhon. |
'm.n be dlawn, 1s, that the plemf\, 11-

,,,,,

g Anut of hlS 11nprovement cannot pofmbl}
And I cannot help agam"q

4

'1ml>rovement and an nnprovement the'x
limit . of wlnch cmnot be afce1tamed f
The former is an 1mp10vement not ap--
- phcwble to man undel the plefent Taws

The htter, undoubtedlys,

The

2 mme bemtlful bloffom. |

, - :
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The real perfe&xbihty of man may be

1lluf’c1ated as I hwe mentioned before,

by the l)eifC&Iblllty of a plant. The

.ob_]eé't of the - enterprlzmcr forift, rs, as,
I concelve, to unite ﬁ?e, fymmetl y, and

beauty.of colour. It wo_uld furely be pre-

A{umptuous in the 'mé{’c‘*’fuceefsful im-
prover to affirm, that he .poflefied 3-.
~carnation- in whichrthefe, qualmes exifted
n. ‘the greateﬁ pof51blc ftate of pelfec-

“tion. However beautiful his flower may - -

be, other ‘car'e,\qther'foil, or -other funs,

might produce one fiill' more beautiful.
Yet, although_he 'n']ay' be aware of the .
abfurdity - of fuppofing that he " has

reached 'perfe&io.n; and though he ‘may

know by what means. he attained .that

 degree: of beauty in - the ﬁowe1 WhICh‘_

he at prefent poffefies, yct he' cannot.
be fule that by pulfumg ﬁmllm meam,

By _endea«

T vouring

3

e e e
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vourmg to improve one quahty, he

may 1mpa1r the beauty of another.

The richer mould Wthh he would.
’employ to" increafe ‘the fize “of ‘his

| ,plant would probably buri’c the- calyx,

and deﬁloy at oonce its fymmetry In a

_ﬁmlhr manner,
ufed to bring about the French revo-

lution, and to glve a greater. freedom

and energy to' the ‘human" mind, has

) burft the calyx of humamty, the  ref-
'and, L

txalmng bond of all fomety,

‘however lalge the feparate

‘have grown ; however ftrongly, or ‘even

| beautxtully a few of them have been

" marked ; the whole is. at’ prefent a loofe,

dls_;omted mafs, without

| umon, fymmetxy or harmony of colour- |

' 1ngo ’ ' -

. 1]

'Wexe it6f confequence to unprove

pinks and carnatlons, though we “could -
s . have

-
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the forcing  manure -

petals . will foon fucoecd 1t

have no hope of raifing: them .as Iarge

as cabbages, we might undoubtedly ex-
pec, by fuccefswe efforts, to obtam more

~ beautiful fpecnnens than we at prefent -

., poflefs. . No. pelfon can deny the im-

portance . of n‘nprovmg the happmefs
of the human fpecies.

advance 1n - this 1efpe&; 18 hlghly valu-,
-able.

man race s not like an “experiment

upon mammate ob_]eétq The burf’cmv

of-a flower may be a: tuﬁe. “Another

But the burﬁmo

of the bonds of - focxcty s fuch 2 fe-
paratlon of parts -as cannot- take place
.W1thout owmcr the moft’ acute p'un to
: thoufands and a loxw time may clapfe,

and much? 1mfery may-be endured, be-

fore the v»ound grows - up -again.

As the five. pxopoﬁuons Wthh I have

‘been emmlnmo ‘may he confidered .as

L T2 the

~2,7'5"‘

Very, the. leaﬁ‘ |

But an. e\pernnent with - the- hu~ B

1
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‘i(‘«

'the cerner ﬁones of Mr. Godwm s fan..

leul ﬁru&me, and, mdeed as C‘(Plef«
11n0" the aun 'md bent of . ]ns Whole

',ka, however excellent mach of hls\

detached: 1eqfomng may be, he -muft

-~ be conﬁdmcd as having | failed in~ the

vg{ea‘c_-;ob}eé’c of ;.hlS, undertaking. ,;Bé-r”

fides the difﬁ'Cﬁlties axifing . from: the

‘, compound natuxe of man, which he has
by neo means fafﬁmently fmoothed the |
‘fpnncxp‘ﬂ argument” againft the perfec-
tibility. of ... man- and - fociety . remains

twhole and’ ummpancd from -any - thing

‘that. he has advanced: . And as. fn ay
"I cm tluf’umy own judgment, tlns ar-
‘gument -appears to. be eoncluﬁve, not’
‘only againft the perfeé‘clblhty of man, .

m the . enlmged fenfe 1n which Mr.
Godwm undexﬁ:ands the term, but 'wamﬁ:
"my very malked and. ﬁrlkmg chanve
for ’che better, in the fonn and firuc+

ture of genera.l foc1eLy,.by wlnch

p -

&

o ey 77" S mCﬂD:
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mean, any great- and demded amehora-,:

ﬂon of the condmon of the’ lower'chﬁc

. “of - mankmd the mof’c numerous,'fmd

confequently, ina general view. of "the:
fubject,: thexmeft : 1mpmtant part of the-
- human 1ace. - Were I to live-a thou-.

fand years, ‘and . the - laws of : ‘nature to :

' remam the fame, €I ﬂlould Ilttle fear |

or: rather :little s hope; ia: ~contradlé‘uon: |
flom e\peuencc,’ in aﬁ'extmg, :that-:ne.
~ pofsible - f’tcnﬁces or..cexcrtions ‘of::the:

MCh, in a- Goun‘my [which!s had i been
iong mhabded could :for dny. timé phce

- the: low._er clafles of ; the zcommumty R

a fituation. equal, with regard. to cic-:

ﬁumf’canccs, to the fituation of the comp

mon peopie, about thnty years ago, in
the northem States of Ameum.~

- The Iower clafles of people in Eu-;
;ope ~may, at fomc future period, bc
much bettex mfhuéted than they zue

‘T3 ooat
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it prefent ;

-employ the httle fpare time they have"

- In many better ways than at the ale--
houfe ; they may live under better'and

- more equal laws than ‘they have’ ever’

lntherto done, perhaps, in any: country,’» "
and I even concelve it pof51ble, though'

not probable, that’ they may havé more

leifure’s but-it is. not 1n the nature of

'thmcrs, that they can be awarded: fuch -
a quantlty of money or fubﬁﬁence, as - -
will allow them all to marry carly, in
the full conﬁdence that they fhall be

able to prov1de with eafe f01 a nume-

- rous famlly .

CHAP,

they may be taucrht to

N\

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION, 279

eHAP”YV

Madels oo pe;ﬁé’z‘ may ﬁmetzmes ratber mzpea’t tban pra-

.mate impy ovement. —Mr, Godwm s effay on avarice and

proﬁ{/ion — Impoffi ibility of dividing the neceffary labour
“of a fociety amicably among all.— Invectives againft la-
- bour. may produce prefent evil, with little or no chance

of producing future good.— An acafszan to the maﬁ of B

“agricultural labour muft always be an adfuantage tothe
dabourer. :

MR Godwm in the preface to hi§ En--

feem to. hmt at fome change in his opi-

"nlons ﬁnce he wrote. the Pohtlcal Juftice;;

and as this is a work now of fome yeals

T had been argumg agalnﬁ opinions, which B

the author had hlmfelf feen reafon to
alter, but that in - fome of the eflays

of the Enquner, Ml. Godwm s pecuharv

.'mode of thmkmg, appears in as Atriking
) hght as ever. ‘ |

T4' : | - . "'?It

~qu1rer, dxops a few C}xplefblOl]S which

| ﬂandmg, I t{hould certamly thmk, that |,
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It has been frequently obfervcd thatl

though we cannot hope to reach per fection

inany thmg, yet that it muft always be ad-
| vantageaus to us, to place before our eyes
- the miaft perferoc models.v “This obferva-» 3
'CIDII has a plauﬁble appeala,nce, ‘but 1s

vely far'from belnor generally true. 1

-even doubt 1ts tluth in one Qf the moﬂ:
obv1ous exemphﬁcatmns that would occur.

I doubt whether a very - young pamter-
v'vould 1ece1ve fo mueh beneﬁt from an’
‘1ttempt to copy a hlghly ﬁn;ﬂred andi
pexfe& plctule, as ﬁom Copymo one
Where the outhnes Were more fhongly'
marl ed and the mannel of hymg, onf'

A wthe coloms W.J.S more eqﬁly dxfcoverable.,
But in cflfes, _where the perfectlon of.
the modell, 1; “a perfectxon of a dlfrerent'
and fuper;ox nature from that towalds»_
Wthh wc {hould mtumlly advance, we_"~
fhall not only 'ﬂways fnl in makmg
‘ﬂny procrefs towalds it, but we fhall -
| in

5

Saccall prob'zblhty Inmede the prodrefs,
. Wh1ch we might have expected to make,
khad we not fixed our cyes upon fo perfect- |
A mode], A’ hjghly intellectual ‘being,
exempt ﬁom the mﬁnn calls of huntrer or |

fleep, is undoubtcdly amuch mqre perfe&» ,
ex1ﬁem,e than'man: “but Were man to '1t-«
tempt to copy fuch a model he would not‘”
nnly fail in makmg any: 1dvances towardsits
* but by 11nw1fely ﬁr'unmcr to nnltate What
' was. ‘inimjtable, he - would pxob*lbly de,

vﬁroy the httle intellect wh;ch hc Wag en-
deavonuncr to nnplos,e

.."The form- 'md ﬁructmc aof fomety
Wthh Mr. Godwm defcrlbcs, 18 as-ef+
fentmlly diftinct from any forms:of fo-

~ciety which- h'we hlthelto prevmled in
‘the world, :as 2 being that can live- Wlth-‘ -

_vout food or fleép is from a man, . By'

1mprovmg fociéty in its prefent. form,
we ‘are making no more advances to- |

o ‘wards

?RINCTFLE'sOT POP;ULA‘TI:ON," '25318--1-‘ |
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wards’-.fuch a flate. of thiﬁgs as he ipi,e-]. »
. tnres,- than we -fhould 'make -approaches - -
: 'towards‘ a lirle, with regard to which we.
were walkmg parallel. . The queﬁron, |
therefore i is, whether, by looking to fuch.
~a form of {ociety ds our polar. ftar, weare |
M\ely to advance or retard.the improve-"
ment of the human,fpecres,? Mr. God-
_ win: appears to- me to ha:ve‘dec'ided‘thivs |
‘quefhon againft hunfelf in his. eﬁ'ay Ton-

. avarice and p1ofuﬁon in the Enqulrer

Dr. Adam Smlth has very Jufﬂy ob~

ferved that nations, as well as mdrw-
| duals, grow rich by parﬁmony, and poor
. by profufion ; .and that, therefore, every "
~ frugal man was a frlend,\'and every fpend-
thrift an 'erremy to Lis country. Therea- -
. fon he gives is, that what i is {aved from
revenue is always added to ftock, and .
IS therefore taken from the mamtenance

of. Iabour that i5. crenerally unproduc-

- tive,

“his income, and ‘adds to Lis capltal;"

' éRINCIPLE OF POPULATION.. 983.

tive, and “employed in the mainténance

‘of ‘labour that realizes ‘itfelf in valuable -

. commodities. No ,obferv’é.tion" can’be::,
“more “evidently “juft. - The * fubject ~of » ..
Mr. Godwin’s"effay is a little fimilar"

in-its firft éppeararice,- buti'_'liri‘ e{iche}is.;

"15’dii’cinct as ﬁofsible He 6011ﬁclcrs the‘:f
mrfchref of profuﬁon, as an acknowledged

,‘ truth ; and- thcrefme ‘makes_his compa--

rxfon between " the - avaricious man,’ and
the man who fpends his income. But:
the avarrcrous ‘man’ of Mr. Godwrh,“ 1S -
totally a diftinct’ character, at leaft with ; y
regard to his'effe® upon’ ‘the profpcrrtyf

“of . the ftate, from the frugal ‘man- of

Dr, Adam Smith. The fruoal man- m;l .

- order to make’ more money, faves from.

and this- capital he either employs him--
felf in the” marntenance of productrve
Iabour, or he lends it to fome other per-: -
fon, who will probably ‘employ it in this

&
e
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way A..‘He beneﬁts the ftate, . beéaufe he
”_‘adds to 1ts genexal capltal and - becaufe
wealth employed as . capltal ot -only

. féts 1n- motlon mole laboul‘ than when -
fpent as mcome, but the labour isbe~'
: »But the

fides of ‘a; mme valuable-Mnd
avariciots man.- of Mr. Godwm ‘locks up -

s wealth in a cheft, and fet° m mo- -
tion no- 1aboul of any kind, e1ther pro-‘
dudtive or unprodyctive: - Thisis fo ef-

{ éntial adiffereticey | that~ MI‘-;,dew'm’s
"'dec1ﬁon i his -effay,. appeals -at- once
as ev1dent1y falfe? as ‘Dry Adam Smlths
poﬁtlon 15 ev1dently true, " It , could not, ,

mdeed;:bat occurito, M1. Godwm, thatu

-i{ome pxefent inconvenience: might -arife .
to tlic:poar, from- thys locking up- ‘the
\iunds deﬁ:med f01 “the . muntenance of
Illabour. The only way, thmefme, he had
of v e'ﬂ{enmo this ob]ectlon, was to come-
‘;pare the two, cha;acters clneﬂy w1th res
a1d to then tcndency to accelerate the
| ﬂpploach

Tlaat : S
fee Ll
b . -,

-polar far.

. 4ain mifery. Yo

-proceed,

BRINCIPLE :oF-;-Pva'tfiLATmN.-- 285
~approach. ‘of that - happy  ftate of *culti«

~vated equality, ~on which he fays .we
ought always -to fix . .our -eyes ras _Ou¥

I

l thmk it has . been proved in the for- -

pmrts tof thls effay, that - Afuch a
ﬁate of focicty is abfolutely impra@icas

ble. What- confequcnces then . are we

" to expect . fromi flooking to. {uch a point,

as our guide’ and pola; ﬁar, in the g oreat

{ea of pohtxcal difcovery ? Reafon w ould

teach us to e\p(,ct no othet, than winds

lefs’ toil, fxcquent -{hipwreck, and cer-

We ﬂ}all not- only fail in

makmg thc fmqllcﬁ -real appxmch to-

wards:fuch a pmte& form of fociety ;. buf;

—by wafting our ftrength of nund and body,

in a direction in which it is 11np0f51ble o
and by the ﬁequent dlf’trcfs
Wthh we muﬁ neceflaily ocmﬁon by

our

o

~ perpetually - advetfe, conftant but hmt-';

P




.- nature, degenerate . into a:clafs of -pro-
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our 1epeated fallm es, we thall emdently 1~
. pede that degree of improvement in fo--
o kcxety, “thh 18 reallv attamable.

1

It has appealed that a fociety. confti-
tuted '1c001d1ng to Mr. Godwin’s fyﬁem,

muft, from tlle;:«lllew’l.t:;ble Jlaws qf_our |

- prietors, and- a- clafs. of labourers; and

that the {ubftitution - of ;bénévolence, for

félf-love, as the mOVing pﬂnCiplC -of {o-
ciety,. inftead of - producmg the - happy; o
effelts : that mlght be. expcé’ted from fo‘" |

fair a name,” would caufe the fame pref—
fure of want to be. felt- by the ‘whole of

.fomety, which i 15 now felt only by a part.

It is to the eﬁabhfhcd admxmfhatmn of
,/.pmpexty, and . to the qpparently narzow
,prmczple of fclf—love, that «we. are if-
~ debted: ~for all “the nobleft exer tions of |
B -ﬁuinaii _geﬁius, -alli the finer "‘éin'd mere -

: delicate emotions. 01“'_‘ ‘the foul,. for every

Bt A . thing,

PRINC:PLE OF:éoPUL'A'rIoN. "'22-87"‘

~ thing, mdeed that d1ﬁmgu1fhes the ci-

vilized, from the - f'wage ftate ; - and no'

'_?fufﬁment change,” has' as yet taken place |
in- the natuae of cmhzed man, to ena-

ble us to fay, that he either 1s, or ever

'fw;ll be, in a ftate, when he ‘may f'tfely o
throw- down the ladder by Whmh he has -
 rifen’ to thlS eminence. .

\

¢

If' 1n every fociety that has advanccd

f beyond the-favage. ﬁate, a clafs of- pro-

puetors, anda clafs of labourers*, muft

necef-

* It {hould be obfcrvcd that the prmc;pal argument
of thxs cﬁ'ay, nly goes to prove the neceffity of &

vclafs of propnetors, and a clafs of labourers, but by o
<o means infers, that the prefent great inequality ef ‘
. property, is cxther neceﬁ'ary or ufeful to fociety. Oli
‘the contrary, it muft certamly be confidered as an -

cvﬂ ‘and every mfhtutxon that promotes xt, is_ eflen-
tially bad and impolitic. ~ But whether a govemment
could mth advantage to fociety adlively interfere to

" 1“3131"31"8 mequahty of foxtunes, may be a ‘matter of

doubt.




dily ﬁrength
;dlty he has to glve in exchange for

& .’c}.oubt.‘
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neceffmly exd’c, it s evxdent that s

labour is the only ploperty of the clafs
of laboulels, every thing that tends to-
dummfh the value of this property, muft

tend to d1m1mﬂ1 the poffefswns of this p'lrt

of focxety The . only way that a poor -
man has of- fupportmo~ himfelf in-inde- -

pendence, " is by the exertion of his bo-
This-is the only commo-

the neceﬁ'aues of hfe It Would ‘hardly
appear ‘then that you beneﬁt him, by
n.auov_vmg the market- for thlSA commo-
dity, by ‘decre’aiﬁng ‘the demand for la-

.: bour, and. leffening the value of the

only pro»'pekr,t}'r that he pofleffes:

OecoﬁdmiﬁS, W ould be ill. exchanged for any fyﬁem
of reftraint, .~ PR s
Mr.

.Pver:h'aip_s ,thé ;gexierous .fy;{’cle_n’l-pfv p;rfe& lis
berty, adopted by Dr. Adam Smith, and the French -

Vi

s a -vile and 1mqu1tous trafﬁc

‘pofed, it may be obferved,

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION _289 ‘

WIx GOdW.lll would pelhaps fay, that

’ the \\¢ hole fyf’cem of baltex and: exchanoe,

you “fhould ~ take a pmt of " his labour

' upon yourfelf;. or. glve him your frioney,

 without - ex%é‘unq fo fevexe a return’ f01

it: Tn-anfwet to the fiift method pxo~

that even

if the rich could be pelfmded to.afsd't

the p001 in this Way, the value of the L

afsiftance. Would be compar atlvely tuﬁmcr ‘
The rich, though_ they think themfelves

proportion in pomt of numbelQ to the
poon, “and ‘would,’ ‘chmefme, 1chcve them.‘
but of a - fniall p'ut of 1hcn bmdens“
VVGIL '1]1 thofe ihat,-

by takmg a ﬂlale.

are employed in the labours of IU\unes,

- added to the number of thofe employed -

in. ploducmg neceff \ries ;

- neceflary labouxs ‘he amlcably divided
l,‘- . . ' ( v )

U - among

If your

and could thefe '

~

"WOUId eﬂ’enhally ‘relieve . the pom mand,

of great importance, bear but a {mall -

of
;-
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dnmng '111 cach mans thaie mlght in-
deed be compaxatlvely hght but defire=
‘able as fuch an amicable’ chv1ﬁon Would

,undoubtedly be, 1 cannot COHCCIVC any

pnc’hcﬂ punmple # gccording to which -

it could take place. It has been ﬂ]CWD,
th’lt the fpmt of benevolence, guldcd by

.the firict 1mp'1rt1‘11 juftice that Mr.-God-

‘Wm defcubefs, would, if V1g01ouﬂy alted

upon,. deplefs in want and mlfely the

‘whole human race. Let us 0\11111116 ‘what

“would be’ ‘the confcqucnce, 1f the pro-
| prietor weve to retain a. dpcent fhare for
- himfelfs but to give the reft away to
% Mr. GodwinA{f;ems to have'but’ litﬂe refped for

* 'Jr'xc?ucal principles ; but I own it : *xppeals to me, that

he is a much greater benefa&m to mankind, who points -

out how an 1nfeuox good may be attained, than he Who

B merely expatmtes on the deformity of the prefent ftate

of fociety, and the beauty of a dlfFercnt ftate, without
pointing out a praé’ucal method, that mwht be immedi~
"‘telY applied, of accelemtmg our advmces from the

onc, to the other,

the

i

N
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Jlem in- retum. th to mentlon the

idlenefs ‘md the w,cc that fuch a plo-

y ceedmg, if genelal Would plobqbly cidate .

. in, the p1efent ﬁate of fomety, ‘md the:

gieat nfk there would be; of dnmmﬂuno
" the ploduce of land; as well as the la-

bours of lumuy, anothcr obj cé°c10n yet
" reniaing.

- 1t has appeaxed Lhat from the pnncx«
ple of. populatmn, 1n01e will always be
in want than can be adcquately fupphed
The fur plus of the rich “man mzsrht be
fuﬂiment for’ tlnee but four W1ll be de-
ﬁJous to obtain it. He cannot make this
feleéhon of thlce out of the four, with-
out confelunw ‘a O‘reat fa**oux on- thofe
that zue the obJe&s of hischoice. Thefe
perfons muﬁ: confider themfelves as undCl
a ,great obhoatlon to ]nm, md as de-
pendent ‘upon hnn for theu fuppmt

v
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. The rich man would feel his power; and

the poor man his dependence, and the:‘f

evil effeé@s of thefe two 1mp1ef310ns on

the human healt are well known-. ThouOh

1 pelfeé’dy agree with Mr.- Godwm thele-—f

fore 1 in the evﬂ of hard l'lbOLll . yet I {hH

thmk it a lefs evil, and lefs mlcuhted‘

~ to debafe the human nnnd than depend~

ence ; and every 1111’(01y of man that

. point of view, the .danger to which that

mind is expofed, which is intrufted .with
' conftant power. R '
In the fprefent ftate of things, and
pmtmululy when labour is in 1equeﬁ

the man who does an days WOIk for me,

~‘confers full as O~1eat an obligation upon

me, as I do upon him.. I poflefs what
he wants, he poffefies what I want.

We make ‘an-amicable exchange. ‘The-
L | poor

-

we have ever read, places in a ﬁloncr |

dependence ; and the mind of his em-

ployer is not V1tlated by -a fenfe - of

~ ,-powel.@' | ‘

¢

*there was - undoubtedly 'ni'u‘ch lefs la-

~ population, - than at prefent ;. but - there
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poor man walks erect in confcious in-

" Three “or - four hundred years -ago,

" bour ‘in -England, in ~-prbportion 1o the

was much - ‘more - dependence and'we

- plobably fhould: not “now enjoy our
- prefent - degree of - civil hberty, (if the

- poor, by the introduétion of ‘manufac-

tures, had not been enabled -to give

fomething in exchange - for the provi-

fisns of the great Lords, ‘inftead of be-

ing dependent upon their bounty.- Even

‘the greateft enémies of trade and -ma-
m1fa€tures,‘ and I- do not. reckon mv-

{elf a very detelmlned friend to them,

Ug . {roduced

—

E ‘muft allow ‘that when they were in--
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the pllnClpleOf benevolence., It Is one

of thc, noblef’t 'mcl mof’c oodhke quah-

ucs of the humm he'ut, genelatecl per=

‘lnps, ﬂowly and gr aclmlly fr om-. felf—love ;

and aftel qu cls 1ntencled to a& as a weneral

Nothmo that has been fald tends m

the mof’c 1e1note clevree to undervalue -

l‘lW Whofe kmcl ofﬁce 1t ﬂmuld be, to foften R

the p'utml clefoumtles, to correct the af- ‘

vpeuues, and to fmooth the wrmkles of 1t<’

pzuent and tlus feems to be the analogy

of qll mtu1e Pexlnps the1e is no one »

,oeneml law of 11'1t111e ‘that Wlll not ap~
pCdl, to us at lcwﬁ to produce p'lrtml
ev1l, and We ﬁequently obfelve at the
wluch 'z&mo ag 'mothel genelal l"th

‘ coue&0 thc mcqmlltles of the fuft,

. - N
/ . . ' o

’
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The pmpm ofﬁce sof benevdlence is to

‘{often the putni evils auﬁno from felf- - -
love, but. it ‘can. ncvel ‘be’ fubﬁltutccl i
its place. “If no man v were to allow him-
 {elf to aét, till he had completely deter-

rmmed ‘that the-action . he was- about to

i~

~pelform, Wwas ‘more’ conducwe ‘than any
~other. to the gencml good, the moft en-

Jlightened. “minds would.. heﬁtate in. per~

plexity .and ‘amazement ; ~and ‘the. un-

cnhcrhtened swould be. contmullly come

mitting the ovroffeﬁ llllﬁdGCS,

o~

‘As Mr. God win, therefore, has not: la’icl ‘

down any pméhcal ‘principle, according

to which the neccﬂdly labours of agricul-

ture 1n1crht be.amicably fhared: among the
- whole clafs of labourers; by gencml in:
v(,éhves againft employing ‘the pooz, he -
dppens to pulfue an- unattainable good,
through much plefe it ov ll T01 if CY(’]}S,
‘man WllO employs 1he poox, oucrllt to bo -
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eonﬁdered as thelr enemy, and as addmg "
to the welght of their opprefsions; and if

~the mifer is, f01 this reafon, .to be pre~

S
N felred to the man who fpencls his 1 mcome, i

it follows that any number of men who .

now. fpend their incomes, might, to. the 3

. advantage of fociety, be eonvelted mto .

‘mifers. Suppofe ‘then, that a hunched
“thoufand peifons who “now employ ten

: men cach; were -to lock up their Wealth __
'frpm gengral ufe, 1t 1s ev1dent that a‘:

'~\m11hon of Workmg men of dlffexent;
kmds Would be Completely thlown ouL»_
'of all employmem - The e‘(tenﬁve mi-
fery'that {uch an. event W0uld ploduce.
in the pxefent flate of fomety Mr.
Godmn hlmfelf could hdrdly 1efufe to
ac&nowled < and - 1 queﬁlon whethex

he might - nof find fome dlfﬁoulty in

‘plovmg, th*tt a  conduét of this . kmd“j |

tended more than the condu&’ aof thofe -

'ho fpend their mcomes o “ Iaco

| - RN - R , lr,upa‘f‘?

.

 _PRINCIPLE OF ‘P'OP-UZI‘;_.A’I‘ION. ‘ *“)'9'7
lluman bemgs in the conchtxon in Whmh

they ought to be placed Mo

-~

 But’ Ml. Godwm fays, that the nufer
1eally locks: up nothmg, that the pomt
has- not’ been” nohtly uﬁdelﬁood “and
'that the ‘true development and cleﬁm-
t1on of the ‘nature - of Wealth have ' not
been apphed to 1lluﬁ1ate 1t o_Halvmcr

deﬁned therefore ‘wealth, vely Juf’dy, to -
be the commodmes 1a1fed and foﬁele(‘l |

by human hbom, he ObfGIV”S, that the
m1fer locks up nelthez com, nor oxen,

nor - clothes, nor houfes.-’ Undoubtedly

he cloes 1ot - really Tock up thefe arti- -

cles, bit he locks up . the powe1 of

producing them, which is vutually the
fame." ‘Thefe - tllanS are’ celtunly'ufed
and confumed by his contempomnes, as

tluly, and to as glemt an e\tent as if -

- hewerea beggal but not to as great an ex-

tent as if he ‘had employed his wealth in
tulnmg up moxe land in bxeedmg more

e R - ~oxen,.

-
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| oxen, n employmg more t’tylors, and in

| bmldmg more houfes. But fuppoﬁng, for

- a moment, tlnt the condu& of the rmfer

“did not-tend to check any 1'eally ufeful

| patents which* they may fhew in order

I)roduce, how are all thofe, who are

thrown out of employment to obtam

‘to be awalded a- proper ‘ﬂlare of . the

'iood and 1a1ment produced by the {o-

(;1e‘cyP fhls 15 " the unconquemble diffi~

culty

Y am perfectly willing. to concede to -
" "}\/Ir. 'Gdeip_' that. there' is mucli more .
~labour in the world than is really ne-
‘_ccffaly, and that, 1f the IOWGL claffes
of focuety could agme among themfelves; |
never. to W01k more than {ix or feven -

hours in the d‘ly, the. commodltxes efs

fentnl to human 11'1ppmefs mlght fhli

be produced in as gréat abundance as at

prefent.  But 11, is, almoft impofsible to

cpncezvg:

\.

T
‘.‘
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pOncelve th'mt fuch’ an agxeement could
~ be '1dheled to. Txom the. punmple of
popuhtlon, fomc would | neceffarily “be

more in ‘want’ than OthCIS. fhofe that

deﬁlous of e\chanomg two hours moxe'y
of - their labour for - an . ampler qmntltyf
of fubﬁﬁence.» How are thcy to be -
prevented ﬁom making: tlns e\chancre >
It would - ‘be a VlOl'lthll of the firft and .

*noft facred pxopmty tha’c a. m'tn po{l

to 1ntelfexe W 1th lus command oxcr hlS
own hboul. :

Till Mz, Godsin, therefore, ‘can point |
out fome practical plan’ dCCOIdIDO‘ to
‘“’thh the neceﬂary hbom ina focmty |
mlgh’c b\,f equuably leldCd ‘his invec-
uves aoamﬁ labom, af thcy were  at-
tendcd to, Would certainly produce much
lplcfcnt evﬂ, mthout applo\unatmw us

bad large fmnhes, would natmally be

‘ fe{'fes, to aftcnmt by pofitive mfhtutxons,‘ |

.
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to that ‘ftate of cultlvated equahty ta

300,"

‘which The looks forward as h]S pol:n ftar;

and:’ Whlch, he feems to think, fhould¢

: .at plefent be our gulde in detexmmmg
Lhe

actions.

hature and teridency "of - human
A mariner guided by fuch .a

-polar ftar is in danger of fhipwreek.

Pellnps there is no pofs1b1e way m.w

. which Wealth could, in geneml be em- °

ployed fo- beneﬁcnlly to a fate, and

pzutleulally to the lowe1 01dels of 1t as

by nnprovmo and 1'endenn<r p1od116hve

that land, Whlch to a f'umer would - not
Had

1\/71. Godwm exerted his enelwe‘uc elo-

fmfwer the expence of eultwauon.

quence in pmn‘cmor the fupeuor W01th

and » ufefulnefs of the'»chfuaé’cel

employed the p001 in this way, to him

who employed “them in ‘narrow luxu-’z

ries, CVCIY enlightened man mu(’c have

-~

appl'mckd “his effor.s.

“who

T he. incr eaﬁno .
- demand

»

‘PRINGTPLE OF POPULA'I‘ION. ao}

) i

demand fm aO'rxeultural ~1aboul

muﬁ
' ’_always tend to better -the condmon of
~.the poor; and if the aCCCfblOIl of WOlk

‘be of this kind, fo. far is it hom bemrr:

~ true, that the poor would ‘be obhged

}at‘

“and

that they before W orked cwht

the very reverfe Would be the fact;
a l‘a_be’mlel mlght then. fupport _hzs '\;S{if(-}

and f_amily as. ‘Well by i‘he Iaboui' of fix'
- ’_hours, as he could befme by the In

‘bour of elght

]

Countly, without v1t1atm<r the plopuctoz
by power, or debafing the labourer by
dependence, has not mdecd
beneficial effeéts
“poor. .

the fame
on the ftate of the
A great~acceféi61i of work from .
manufactures, though it ~may 1a1(e the
prlce of labour - even more thm an in-

cneaﬁnfr demmd for acmcultulal Iabour .

9 Y. | yet,

TR to work ten hours, for the fame pnce, o

'Ihe labom eleated by Iu\uucs thou0h

ufeful in dlﬁubutmg the produce of the

[N
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yet, as i this gafe, the qtiantity of

food in the cduntry may not be pros

. poltlonably mcreaﬁng, the advantage to
“the poor will be but tempmzuy, ds the

price of plovxﬁons ‘muift neceiTauly rife

in- pmpdrtmn to -the - price - of laboux.

Rela‘clve to’ thlb fubJG& I mnnot avoxd

('wentunng a few temarks on a part of

Dr. Adam Smith’s W ecalth of Natlons ;
fpeakmg at the f"une timé with that

dlfﬁdence, whmh I ou0ht celtamly to;

feel, in d1ffeung.-flom a perfon fo jufily |

celebrated in the- political worlds

S . CHAP.

CHAP. \VI e

\

increafe of the revenue or /i‘oc.% of a fociety as an increafe
_Where an increafe of wealth can bave no tendency to

bas incr eafed in riches wztbout a propor tional increafe
. in the ﬁmds for the maintenance of I labour .—--The fmte

- e eafe qf wealth f7 om mmzufaﬂm es.

” THE plofeﬁ"ecl ob]eél of Dr. Adam
Smith’s mquny, is, the natme and caqus
of the wealth of nations.- There is ano-

¢ ther inquiry, howevel, perhaps fiill more

caufes - Whlch affeét the happinefs of
. nations, or ’che happmefs and comfott
of the lower “orders of fociety,” which
1s the moft ﬁjﬁﬁler,ous“ clafs in ‘every na-
“tion, I am 'fufﬁciently aware of the

. near
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V' inthe funds far the mamte;zmzce of labour -———I;g/'z‘mzce .

better the condztzalz of the labouring paor ~—England

of t the poor in China wauld not be improved by an ins.

mtcreﬁmg, which he occaﬁonally nn\es'

Probable error qf Dr. ddam sztb in repr q/éntnzg every -

/

with it; I mean an inquiry “into ‘the -
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~near conneéhon of thefe two fub_]eé"tsg
and -that the caufes which ’cend to in-
“ereale’ the We11t11: of a State, tend alfo, -
kgenemlly fpeakmg, to. inicreafe the’ hap-. |
pmefs “of . the lower elaffes of the peo--

- ple. But pexhaps Dr Adam Snuth ‘has

. conﬁdered thefe two Inqumes as ﬁzll.

~ nore: neally conneé’ced than they 1ea11y
are, at leaft, he - has - not * ftopped to
‘take riotice of thofe 1nﬁances, where '
the wealth of a focmty may 1ncreafe
'('wcoz'chng to his - deﬁmtlon of Wealth)"
w1thout havmg ”my tendency to mCleafe,
the ‘comforts - of the labounng part of.
('t I do.not mem to~ enﬁel 1nto a .
phﬂofophmal dlfcufmon of - What con-;l.
~ flitutes - the - ploper happmefs of manj;-
but fhall - me1ely conﬁder two ;univers.
;fally '1cknowledrred 1ngred1ents, health,;
and the ﬂcommand_ of the ,,;neceffanes and.

conveniences of life.... =~ . - <.

. Little
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Little o - no doubt can eX1ﬂ thatL

) ihe comfoxts of - the labouuncr p001 de-;

pend . upon the lncxeqfe of -the funds‘

defhned for. the mamtenance ‘of labour 3
and WIH be - very exaé’dy in pxopoxtlon:‘ B
to thc 1ap1chty of this. incréafe.. The
_J»demfmd for labour wlnch fuch: mcxea{ea
"Would occaﬁon, by creatmo ‘a compc-:'..
titjon | in theu malket, mu{’c neceﬁanlvg' «
) raife the value -of laboux, and 1.1” the:
addztlonal numbel of “hands ; required:
wvere reared;. the mcremfed funds. WOUId:
be d1ﬁubuted to the fame numbm of |

perfons as - beforé - the mmeafe, and

 therefore every :labourer would live com-
| paxatively at his - eafe.

But pelhaps Dr.

‘Adam Smith. errs in replefentmfr every . |

mmeafe of the 1evenue or ﬂock of a

fomety as an. mueafe of thefe f’unds,

'Such fmplus ftock or- zevenue Wl”, 111-' -
gdeed, RIW’lyS be conﬁdexed by the in-

dmdual poffefsmg it, as an additional

X o fund

L

0
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fund from whrch he may mamtarn more”
' labour but. 1t wrll not be a 1ea1 and

effe&ual fund for the malntenance of -

kan addrtronal number of labourers, unlefs

| the whole, or at leaft a great part of
this 1ncreafe of the ﬁ:ock or revenue of

the fociety, be: convertrble 'into a - pro- ’

portlonal quantlty of - prouﬁons, and’

L \
it will" not be-fo’ convertrble, where the
Jncreafe ‘has arrfen merely from the" ;

produce of labour, and not ﬁom 1;he';,j
A dlﬁlné’cron willzin

~this’ cafe occur, between the number of :

produce cof land.

-hands Wh1ch the ﬁock of the foc1ety_

) could cmploy, and the number ‘which'

~1ts temtorv can m'untzun

To explarn myfelf by ‘an 1nf’c'1nce,

Atchm bmrth deﬁnes the Wealth of

| n n’ttmn to-confift in - the annu'd plou’ |
| ThlS de-— -

ﬁmtron ev1dently 1ncludes manufaétured -
| | produoe,’ ‘.

duce of 1ts land "and labour

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION. g7 o

,‘51

ploduce, as | WeII as the produce of - the
land. . 'Now. fUPPoﬁng ‘2 hation;. for a S
“courfe of years, was to: add whiat it faved .

- from -its yearly | revenue, toits manufac?
'turmg capltal fole]y, and not to its cg-
pital employed upon, land, it is:evidetit, -
~that. it might grow ;.uohe,r .accordmg to
‘the above ’deﬁnition,"' Without ra. >powe1.-
of- fupportmo a -.greater - number of law-
.bourers; -and therefore; wrthout aiy.in-
.creafe :in-the real funds for ‘the marnte-:'

" nance of labour. :The're‘ would; not% -

| M‘Wlthﬁarldlng, be a. demand for 1abour, |
~from :the power which each m'1nufac— -

| -'turel.would(,poffefs, or at leaft- thmk |

~ he j pofieffed, .of e*{tendii'w. his . old."
ftock‘in ‘trade,. or of fettmg ‘up freth

| works.; * This demand ‘would ‘of courfe
raife the puce of labour ; but if the yearly

| ftock of plovrﬁons in the country was not
’_ increaﬁng, this rife would foon turn out to
Be merely nommal as the ~price of pro-

X2 - vifions
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wﬁons muft neceﬁnﬂy rife - with.

'lhe demand for manufaé‘cuuncr labomers\ .

ﬁ mxght indeed, ‘entice ‘many ﬁom '1gr1-‘,

culture, ‘and ithus ‘tend to- dumnl{h the

aninual pxoduce of the - land ; but we

will fuppofe any effeét of tlns kind to
be Compenfwtcd by 1mp10vements in the |
inftruments of '1guculuue, and the qum-ﬁ

.}txty of . prov1ﬁons thelefme to ‘remain
the fdme.~ Improvements in' manufac-

ituunOr machmmy would of : courfe: ‘take
phce s aiid this cu'cumﬁance, added to the '.
greater: number of ‘hands employed in

| m’!nufa&mes, Would caufe the annufd'

produce of the hbour of the - countly

to be upon.the-whole gleaﬂy gllcregfé_df~
The - wealth therefore of the k’countr}f-. )
“would be” increafing -anﬂ'uzil]y, ‘accord~

ing’ to ‘'the- deﬁmtlon, and’ might - not 3

perhaps, bc mmeaﬁng very ﬂOWlY

' 'v1ﬁons.

ybe m. a worfe fiate.

~ _& -
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'Ife qur*ftwn is, Whethcl wcalth, 1n--"

meaﬁno 1n this: Way, has any tendcncy

fto better the - condztlon of the- labour-j

ing’ pom._ It :is a {elf-evident plopoﬁ-~
tion, that' any genenl ufe in the price

of labour, - the ftock of plowﬁons re-

‘maining the fame, can only be a no-
minal rife; as it muft very fhortly be.

followed by a2 propmtlonal rife: in plo-‘.
The" 1ncreafe 111 the pricc of”

labour thelefme, wlnch we -have fup~

""pofed Would have httle ‘or- no effe@

“in giving the labouung pom ‘a oxe'lter'

comnmnd over. the nCCCﬁJIICS and con-

veniences of, life. - In thls»refpe& they

would be nearly in ‘the - fame ftate as

before. In one other- rcfpe& they would

A OIGater plO-

R poulon of them wotuld be employcd in

'mmuﬁx&uxcs, and: fewm, confequcntly,

~in aguculture.

X 3

by
all,

7/

And this exchange /»ot' "
proféfsions will be-allowed, I {hink,

&
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all to be very nfavourable in - 1e$e6t -

of health one eﬁ’entlal 1ngred1ent of

happmefs, befides ‘the greater uncer- -
tainty of manufaé’curmg labour, auﬁng-
- from the capucrous “tafte”of man, the

accrdents of War, ‘and other caufeq. O

‘ ""It"rnay " be g fa;id," .perhéps, that’ ~fuch.
an inflance as I have fuppofed could
not. occur, “becaufe the rife in: ‘the price =
Cof provrﬁons Would 1mmedntely turn -
fome addltmnal cap1ta1 mto the chan-

‘nel of agr 1cu1ture.

- which“ may'"‘take place - Very ﬂowly, as. -
it fhould be remarked, -that ' a rife in -

the price of - labour, had preceded -the

rlfe of: provrﬁons, and- Would therefore,‘-v' ~
Jmpede the good effects upon zrtmcul-".”
“ture,- Whmh thie ‘increafed value - of ‘the -
produce of the land mlght othe1W1fe h'we

occaﬁoned

Bat thrs ‘18 an event ‘
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It mlght alfo be fard th’lt the '1d-
drtlonal caprtal of the natron would
enable it to nnport prowﬁons fufncrent
for the mamtemnce of thofe whom its
ﬁock could’ employ A fmall countly
with ‘2" large - navy, and great inland
accommodatrons for cmncre fuch 19

Holland, may, indecd, 1mp01t dnd dlf-

tubute an- effeé’cml qmntrty of plon-

ﬁons, but the prlce of provrf jons. muﬁ

be very hlorh, to make fuch an, nnpor- ,

tation - and drﬁrrbutron anfwer “in hxge o

countues, lefs advantageouﬂy circum-

ftanced m thlS refpeét

An mﬁance, accuxately fuch as. 1 hav

u

fuppofed, may-‘not, . perlmps, ever; have

f occurred but 1 h'we little doubt that
~ inftances nearly apprommatmd to lt mav ; |

~be found Wlthout any’ .very.. labouous

fe’rrch., Indced I am | fhon&ﬂy 1nchned

- to thmk, that Enghnd herfelf fince the

R X 4 o Te

~
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© of- labour have . been

flowly ;

- ax “ESSAYON THE = '

3 revolutlon, affords a, very ﬁnkmg eluci-

~datlon of thc argument in quefhon. o

3 The commerce of this country, in-
ternal, as. well as - external has cextaml'y

" been rap1d1y advanelng durmg the laft

century

the malket of Emope - of the annual

. ploduce of “its 'land -and labour, has,

w1thout doubt, 1ncreafed Very conﬁder- A

bé found ~that: the 1ncreafe has - been
'chleﬂy in the. ploduce of labout, and
not in the plOdUCC of land ; and there- -
~ fore, though -the ‘wealth of the nation

has been advancing with a quick pace,
the/effe_é"cual funds for the ‘maintenance
| incredﬁng'.?&ery
-and -the refult 'isy 'ﬁieh as might

be - e\peéted The

‘of the natlon has had . httle or no ten-

dency to better the condition of the
AR A «lae

/ ’ ’ . . ) TN N

“The exchanoeable value, - in .

But, upon e\iammatlon, it Wdl'

mcreaf nrr weﬂth '

. labourmg poox.

“ceflaries -

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION.
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heve, a gxeater command of the ne-

-and convemences of hfe- and

a much greater- proportmn of them, than :
at -the pemod of - the 1evolut1on, is em- ‘;
..ployed in manuﬁ&ures, and crovvded
‘ together in clofe and unwholefome rooms.

' Could ‘we believe the flatement of
Dr. Prlce, that the populatlon of Eng-

land has" dccreafed ﬁnce the 1evolutlon, :

it would ‘even appear, thit the effeétml

funds for the m'untemnce of labour h’ld'»

been dechmncr during the pxogrefs of

wealth in other refpeéts, Tor I. con-

!CCIY7€ ‘that - it may .be laid. down ‘as a’

. general rule, that if the e{fe&ual funds

~ for the maintenance ‘of labour are in-

cte'lﬁng, that is, if ‘the territory can

nnmtam, as well as ‘the ftoclx. employ

AN

_,,313 .

a greate1 number “of Idbourels, this ad- "

' thtloml numher W111 quncldy fpring up,
’ even‘,

/
¥,

1
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than. his opponents

| even 1n {pxte of fuch wars as Dr Pnoe

enumerates -.And, confequently, if- the. o
. 'populatlon of any country has. been fta~
_ tionary, or: dechnmg, we ‘may {afely
: mfer, that however 1t may have adv -
vanced. in: manufa&unng wealth, its ef-
feétual funds for the’ malntenance of lam: - |

bour cannot have mcreafed

o

It is . dxfﬁcult however, to conceive
~ that’ the - populatlon of England ‘has
“been dechnmg fince. the revolutlon*
though- evely tefhmony concurs to prove,
that its 1ncreafe, 1f it has mcreafed hasf

been Very ﬂow In ‘the controverfy S

wlnch the quefhon ‘has - oeeaﬁoned Drv

7, : Puce undoubtedly appeals to be much
A,more eompletely mafter of his fubjeét |
andto. poﬁ”efs more accurate mformatlon |

- Judging fimply

_ l'rom this contmvex{}, I thmk one ﬂ]OUld . :

if.‘ﬁ}’, that Dr. Puce s- DOmlr 1 nea1<31 be-

mg

.,"1n01eafe of wealth. B

.\.

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION'. 315

\ 'mg proved than Mr Howlett’s.. Truth
Bl probably, lies between the two ftatements,

but this fuppoﬁtion makes the ‘increafe of

i populatlon, ﬁnce the revolution, to have :
" been'very: ﬂow, in companfon Wxth the ’

P

That the produce of the land has been
decreaﬁng, ‘or ‘even’”that it has been ab-

v‘.folutely ﬁatlonary durmg ‘the ‘laft cen-

tury,  few will be dlfpofed to beheve
The mclofure of ¢ commons and waﬂe Iands,

| cextamly tends to increafe the food of the >
“country ; but . it has' been afferted ' with -
eonﬁdence, that the inclofure - of com-

mon . ﬁelds, has frequently had a con-

trary - ‘effect ; -and “that “Jarge traé’cs of
- land, “which fmmerly produced gxeat‘
| -,qu'mtltles of corn; by being Comerted |
mto pafture, both employ fewer hands,
N and feed fewe1 mouths, than before their -

mclofure. It is, mdeed an aclmonledgecl o
2 o ctruthy

A

~
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qmnhty of human fubﬁﬁence, than corn :

the- increafed-demand  for butchers meat:
prlce in confequenoe, a greatel quantxty ;

" of good land hqs annually been employed.
~ in-grazing, the diminution of- human fub-~

wafte lands, and the crenexal 1mprove~

" ~‘h10h pnce of butchexs meat- at- prefent
.caufed by the fcalclty in the one cafe,-

'diffelent e}xpcnce fuﬁamed at the chﬂe~

§ 4rent pcrlods, in plcp‘umo mttle for the

~

truth; that paﬁure land produces a fmaller

land of the fame natural fertlhty, and"_
could it be clearly afceltamed ‘that’ from Cl

of the beft thty, and - its. mcreafed

fiftence, -Wlnch “this cucumﬁance;wouldg
occafion, might have counterbalanced the

advantages derived’ ﬁom the mclofure of

' ments n hufbanchy

\C

It fcaxce]y need be remarked, tlnt the ,
and its low price fozmelly, were : not

or the plcnty m the othel, but bv the

mnket

.
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m’lrket It is, however, péfslble that
there mlcrht have been mme cattle ‘a

hundred years'agoin'the countr ¥, - than -

~at prefent “but 0o 'doubt: ‘can: be eutexa.

tamed that- thele is much more: meat of:'f

a fuperlor quahty blOdOht to” market at
prefent; than ever»tne}e ‘Was, - . When the .

price.. of " butchers - meat was Velyflow-‘
cattle ‘were' reared clneﬁy Jupon waf’cev
Iands, and except fm fomé of the" pun-
mpal malkets, ‘were probably killed” with

“but “little other fattmg The el 3that"

is ‘fold o’ cheap in foute diftant " 'Coun-
ties at’ prefent befxrs little’ othel referns
blance ‘than the name, to that whmh 1§

_bought in’ London. “Formerly, the pnce_ |

of butchers meat would not pay for réar-
ing, and fcqrcely for feeding-cattle on
land: that would' anfwér ' m tlH’lU'C‘ but

the prefent price will not only pay for

fattmg cattle on the Very beft land, but

will even allow of -the rearing many, on
| | lIand

v ’
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“Iand that would bear good crops of COI'Il.r

-2

l’The fame number of cattle, or even the .
f {ame welght of cattle at the dlfferent pe~
~ ,nods When killed, W111 have confumed' -
(T .may be, allowed _the exprefsmn)‘
: ‘}very chfferent quantmes of human fub-,
;_1_ﬁf’cence; A Afatted beaft may - in. fome |

refpe&s be conﬁdered, in. the. Ianguage

" of the Frénch ceconomifls, as an. unpro-
¥ duéhve ]abourer‘ ‘he_ has added nothmg |
to the value of the’ raw produce that he

‘has confumed. - The prefent fyﬁem of ~

\ grazxng, undoubtedly tends more thin the

. former fyftem to d1m1n1ﬂ1 the quantlty of -
~ human fubﬁﬁence in . the , country, in

: -‘pI'OpOlthIl to the | general fert1hty of the ©
© land: L S

| I would not by any means ,be undere» I
| ;vﬁood to fay, that the. former fyﬁem el
ther couId or ought ‘to have continued.-

The mcreaﬁno puce of _butchers meat;

s
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is'a natural and mewtable confequenee‘~

of the ‘general pIOO'ICfS ‘of "cultivation j

but T cannot help thmkmo that the’ pre-‘i_' o

fent oreat demand for butchels ‘meat’ of’i

the beft quahty, and the- quantl‘cy of good'w

land that'is in confequence annually em-"

_ployed to ploduce»lt ‘together: W1th the
great- ‘number of - hmfes iat” prefent kept
Nfor pleaﬁue, are the chlef Caufes, that-'
Thave prevented the quantlty fof “human-

food ‘in- the country, from keepnw pacé

with the - gene1ally iricreafed’ feztlhty “of

- the: foﬂ' and a change of cuftom in

thefe’ 1efpe€ts, would I have Tittle’ doubt |

’have a very - fenﬁble effeEt on’ the quan-'
tlty of fubﬁﬁence in “the’ countrv and:'

‘ confequently on its popuhtlon e

L
~

Tlhe employment of much of the._l

"zmoﬁ; fertile land -in igrazing, “the - im- -

Aplovementsa.ﬂ. in ~agucu1tural finﬁ;ument‘s,,’ |
the increafe of large farms, and . parti-

| | | cularly

/«la
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cularly, ‘the, dnmnutron of the number

- of cottages throughout the kmgdom, all

concu1 to prove,;

probably, {o -many . perfons .employed in

agrrcultulal labom now, -as at the period
of .the revolutron. Whatever mcreafe of
populatron, therefore, has taken place,

muf’c be employed almoft .wholly .

manufaétures, and it is, - well known,;
that the fallure of fome of, thefe manu-" )

falhron, fuch as, the adoptwn of muﬂms

mftead of filks, or , of fhoe- ﬁungs, and_~
Covered buttons, 1nﬁead of bucklcs and

metal buttons, oombmed -with the TE~

' firaints in the- market of labom auﬁng-

from” corporatron, Hancl parr[h laws, have

frequently ‘driven thoufands on charrty"

for: fupport. The: rrleat 1ncreafe of the
pooxs rates,’ is, 1ndeed of itfelf; a ﬁrong-
evrden(,e, that the poor ‘have niot a greater

command of the neceﬁ' wries and " conve-

L mences ,

that there are not '

—
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mences of life ;- and 1f to the conﬁclera-\,
tlon, that their- conchtron in. thrs re-/
fpeét is- ‘rather Worfe than better, be

added . the cucumﬁance, ‘that™a’ much.

y Ureater proportron of them i is employed

in large manufac‘:’toues, unfavourable both ‘

to health and v1rtue, it muft be '1cknow-=

.ledgecl that the increafe. of wealth of -
'late _years, has had 10 tendency to' in-
creafe the". happmefs of the labouung

Poor' .. «.fl Foaie . .,l.' >

\‘ That every :lnereafe of the vflocle or

revenue. of a natlon, ‘tannot be” con- -

~,

"ﬁdered as - an_ 1ncreafe of the real funds

for the maintenance = of - labovr, and,

therefore, cannot have thefame good

-

effeé ‘upon- {he cond1t1on of ‘the: pdm,.v
will ¢ appear in' a’ ftrong ho'ht, if the: ar-
gument be apphed to China. |

Yoo ERSRISERS ',-D’x'.'
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D1. Adam Smlth obferves, that Chma’l
has prob"xbly long been as uch as the na- -

ture of her Jaws® and mfhtutrons will
adnnt but that W1th other laws -and-
N mfhtutrons, and if- forelcrn commerce were
had in honom, the mlnht Al be much
richer. The que{’c}on is, -would. fuch’ an
increafe of wealth be an mcreafe of the

\ vyieal funds for the mamtenance of : la- '

lbour, and confequently, tend to place the
lower claffes ‘of people in Chma in.a

N

ﬂate of gxeater plenty?

It is evrdent that 1f trade and forelgn
fcommelce were - held in oreat honour

;1n Clnna from the- plenty of labourers,

-‘work up manufa&ures fox fore1gn fale to

| »an 1rnmenfe amount It 18 eqmlly evr-

'dcnt that ﬁom the great bulk of plovp'

'"ﬁons, and the amazmg extent of h(ﬂ in- |

land tcmtory, fhe could not in return

impork

~any fenfible- addition to the 'mnual ﬁock o

‘ever is fpared in the produtftlon of food_
“The country is rather over peopled in
3 dant that ne pains are taken to abudge it, o
‘ the greateft produéhon of foed -that thc
-generally  obferved,

-ble a farmer to bung a certain quan-
ity of - grain cheaper to market, tend

‘rather to dnmm{h,' ‘than> mcreqfe the ’

. fore, may, in {ome refpedts, be confidered

|

i
~
'

-
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fmport fuch a. quantrty, a Would b

“of fubﬁﬂence in the country Her rm-' ‘

‘menfe amount of manufa&:ul es, therefor e, '

rrrr

colleéted from all pwrts of the wor}d At o
» prefent it appears, that no labour Wh‘lt: |

pr0p01t10n to" what 1ts ﬁock can ems-
‘ploy,-and labour 1s, therefore; fo abuii- -
The confequence of tlns, i, probably |
foil can: pofsibly afford : for"if will be

that procefles for
‘abndgrng labour, théugh’ they may ena- |

Whole producc and in agucultme, there-

Y3 -‘ N rzi'therY 0




l

824 ‘AN ESSAY. ON THE .

L ‘1ather as. pnvate, than- pubhc advantages.;

' An immenfe capltal could ot be em-
‘Aployed in China in prep’trmg manufac~

tures- for f01e1gn trade, without takmg

oft fo -many laboulers from. aguculture,‘

~as to alter this ftate of tlunos, and mn -

fome degree to- dunlmfh thé’ produce of
“the countly The demand f01 manufac-

| turlng labourers Would na,tulally raife the

price, of labour ;- but asithe quantlty of
fubﬁﬁence would * not he 1nc1eafed -the

puce of- prov1ﬁons Would keep pace with

it s or even’ more than keep pace with .
it, if the quant1ty of p1ox71ﬁons were
really decreaﬁng The country - would

be evidently advancma in. Wealth the |

exchangeable- value of the- annual pro-

duce of its land- and labour, Would be an-

- nually - augmented yet the real funds -

© for the m'nntenance of laboul, -would

be ﬁatmnary, or even declining; 'md

.confequently, the 1n01eaﬁng Wealth of
the

- PRINCIPiE,OF _POPULATION. 8925

N .

~ the nation would rather tend to deprefs,
~ than to raife; the COUdlthIl of the poor.'~
) ".W1th regard . to" the command over the

neceﬂ'anes 'md comforts of life, they».
“would be- in': the fame or Iather worfe
ftate : than : before ; -and -a oxeat part - of
- them’ would :have e\chancred the healthy‘
labolis of ~agr1cu_ltu1e, for the unhealthy _'

occupations of manufa@uring induftry..

" The algument pelhaps, appefns clealcr _

when apphed to Cn]na, bccaufe it 1is ge- '

nexally ‘1llowed that the wealth of Chm't

- has been loncr ﬂatlomry -With regard to

any other country it might be always a

mattel of difpute, at which of the two

. euods compared, wealth was increafing.- -
, ? p ’ g

~the faﬁeﬁ as 1t-is upon the rapidity of

the 1nmeafe of wealth at any partlcular
penod that Dr, Adam Smith. fays the"
condition of the poor depcnds Ttis u1-» "
lent howevex, that two. natxons mwht o

. Y,J._. o mcrea[,,
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| ~mcreafe, exaétly W1th the fame rapl-,

dxty, in the exehangeable value of the
_annual produce of their Iand ‘and la-
bour yet if one ‘had apphed itfelf chiefly

to wncultule, and the other ch1eﬁy to. -

.comrne1 ce, the funds for the malntenance
) of laboul, '1nd eonfequently the- effeét of

'the increafe of wealth in each natlon, :

. would be extremely different, In that
. which had applied itfelf chiefly to agri-
culture, the - poor. would* live: in gleat‘ |

;fplenty, and . populatmn would 1ap1dly in-
creafe, 'In that Wthh had apphed 1tfelf~
chieﬂy tovcommerce, the poor‘would be
compamtlvely but httle benefited; and
sconfequently populatlon would” mcxeafe. |

’ ﬂg le

-, . CHAP,
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CHAP XVII

YAV

‘Q_uqﬁzon of tbe proper dqﬁmtzan of tbe wealt/) of a ﬁate

.-Reaﬁm given by the French Gconomi nifls for confider-

ing all many, aﬁurers as un rodaﬁwe labaurers not
bl

- tbe true reafon.. —-—-T he labour of artzﬁceu and mani-

- faﬁurers _/zﬁczeiztly pr odictive to zndzfvzduals, tbougb
not to the ftate.~A 7emar£'able paffage inDr. Prices’s
" two volumes of obferfvatzom -—-—Error of Dr. Przce in

* attributing the /)appmq/} and 1apzd populatm;z of fimeu

| ricay chiefly, to its peculiar ﬁ‘ate of civilization, —=No

‘/ advantage can be expected from fhutting our eyes to the

(1 ﬁcultzes in tbe way to t/)e zmprowmeizt af focwty

' -

A Q’t}'ESTlo"N" fee'iﬁs '~ildti11'ally to arife
here, whether the- e\clnngeable value of
the 'umual ploduce of the land: and lad
bour, be the . proper” deﬁmuon of - th -
We%lth of - a countly, or, Whethex the

glofs produce’ of ‘the land, accoxdmg to

| the French' ceconomifis, - may- not be a

mme ’ICCUIatC deﬁmtlon. Certam it 1s,

~that evely increafe of Wealth, accoxdmg

‘to the deﬁm‘uon of the CEconoml{ts, will

Y4~ - | be

, .
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‘be an 1nc1eafe of the funds for the main-

.. .tenance of labour,” and confequently will
- “always tend to amehorate “the COIldlthn!
of the labouring poor;. though an in-
' creafe of wealth, according’ to Dr Achm :
Smith’ s deﬁnltlon, will by no means 1n—
‘ ngablx have the fame tendency. ~And

“yet it may not follaw from this con-
,iideratiou, th__z%t'D1 Adam Smlth’s ‘de-
finition is not ‘.jglﬂ' It feems in many
refbe&s- improper, to exclude the cloath-
ing and lod ging“of a whole people from

any ‘part of - their revenue. -Much of |

B .'itfln;iyé i‘ndeéd,' be of 've,ry-trilvial; and

unimportant ‘value, in*' comparifon with
the food of the country ;. yet ftill it may -
~ be falrly confidered as a part-of its re~

yenue “and, therefme, the only . point
1in Whlch I 1hould dlffer ﬁom ‘Dr. Adam
Smlth, 1s, whele he feems to conﬁdcx

~ every 1nc1cafe of the ‘revenue or. ftock

‘of a fomety, a5 an 1nc1eafe -of; the funda‘

-~

for.
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fequently, as tendmrr always to amehorate
the condmon of the poor.. - . /o

Y

The ﬁne ﬁlks and cottons, the laces,\

jfm the malntenance of hbour, and con-" .

and othe1 ornamental luxuues, of a rich

ably to augment the exchangeable value

| augment the mafs of happmefs n the’

fomety and . it appears to me, that it

~is with .{fome. view . to' the re'll utlhty
of the produce, tlmt we ought to efti-
nnte ‘the . plodué’clvenefs, or unploduc- |

| 11venefs of  different forts of labour. The

“country, may contuoute very 'confider-

“of its. annual produce, yet they con-.
- tribute but i, a very fmall degree, to

French (Economifts confider all labour

employed in manufactures ‘as unproduc-

tive Comparmg it with the labom em-

_ ployed upon . hnd I fhould be pelfc&ly ,
difpofed to agree with them; but not ex- .

ﬁ&l‘waor‘the rcafons which they -give,

« They
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/

| They fay, that . labour employed upou
land. is produéhve, becaufe the. produee,y

over and above: -completely: paylng the .

“labourer and the farmer, affords a clear
.rent to the. landlmd : and that the labour

'employed apon a pleoe of lace'is- unpro«_ |

dutive, becaufe" it mexely,l,epldces the

provifions that- the 'Wo‘lkma"n' had con-

) fumed, and’ the ftock of his. employel,‘ ,

W1thout affmdmg any cléar lent what:

ever. - But fuppoﬁng ‘the value "of the
,wmurrht Iace to be fueh, as that be-.

fides paymcT in the moft complete man-

ner- the workm'm ‘and’ his’ employer, it

"c’ould";ifford' a elea'r 1ent to. a tlnrd _

.perfon 301t appears “to: me,. that in'com-

‘paufon with the labom employed upon

land, it Would be - f’u‘l as - unpxodu&we
-as ever.- 'Ihough accordmg ta:the rea-
_foning ufed by. the '.I‘lCD_Ch»CECO_DOIDlﬂS, |

- the man_employed in the manufa&ure ‘of

lace Would in this cafe, feem to be a'pros
w /

| N du&we
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| "duc'hve Iabouler yet '1ccoxdmg to theu' _
‘deﬁmtwn of the Wealth of a ﬁ'tte, ‘he

ought not to-be c011ﬁde1ed in that hght
He will have added nothmcr to the grofs”

" »produce of theland': he has- confumed‘a-"
~-portion of this gr ofs praduce; and has left

a bit -oﬁ lace ‘in return ;' ;md ,though_ he .
may fell‘ this bit "of lace for thfee fimes

»the'quantity: of” px'oiriﬁoﬁs' that he con-
~fumed whilft lie was. making it, 1nd thus:

be a very produéhve hbouxm with: regard

.(to himfelf; yet he cannot be- conﬁdexedﬁ

as- h'ng added: by his labour to any*

- effential part of the riches of the'ftate,
The clear rent; therefore, that a eelhm
- produce can afford; . after paying tlle“ |
‘ expences of plOCUllllO' 1t; does  not’ ap-

. pear to be, the fole- criterion, by Wlnch‘

to- Judwe of the produé’avenefs or um- .

'ploduéhvenefs to a ftate, ‘of 'my p'11t1~; :
| cular fpecxes of labom. ; '

' S_gpp‘ofe,‘
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Suppofe that two’ hundred thouf'md,!"

_ men, who are now cmployed n ploducmg‘-{
manufa&mes, that only tend to- oratlfy.{
“the vanity of a few rich people, were t
be employed upon {fome barren and un-

* cultivated lands, and to produce only :

half the quantlty of food that they

themfelves confumed; they would be ill,

. more p1odu€t1ve labotrers with regard to

the ﬁqte, than they were. befoxe ;' though

their laboul, {o far ﬁom affmdmoF a

“rent to a- “third perfon, “ould but half-
:"1eplace the plOVIﬁOHS ufed 1in obtaln—‘f
~1ng the ploduce In their foxmex employ- '
ment, they eonfumed a celtam poxtlen‘
of the food of the countly, and left in
, return, fome filks and -laces. In their

| “latter employment they confumed the

_'fame quantity of food and left i in re-

”.turn, -provifion for a hunched thouf'md,

men. There can be little doubt Wlnch .

of the two legames would be the moft

2. o re’llf‘

- _quantity of _food.
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. really beneﬁcml to the count1y ; and it .
L w111 I thmk be allowed that the wealth

wlnch fuppmted the two hundled ‘thou-

fand men,,whlle they were pIO(luClD"'«

ﬁlks and hces, would have been more

ufefully employed in fupportlnor them,

:while they were producing the additional
. L

/tllu.'

A capltal employed upon land, rmv*'v

be unp1odué‘t1ve to the 1ndnudml that

.employs -it,  and yet be lnghly produc-

tive to the fomety A capital employed

“in tlade on the contrary, may be highly

ploduéhve to the individual, and yet be

almoft totally’ unproduétive to the o~ =

~ciety: and this is the reafon Why I

thould eall manufdéhumtr labom unpro-

, cluéhve, An compaufon of that Wluch 18

em sloved in aoucultme and not for the
3 s ,

- reafon given by the French CEcononuﬁs "

At s, 1ndeed almoft 1mpof51ble, to fee |
| ‘the

w
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. the great fortunes tlnt are made in trade, '

‘aid the hbenhty W1th which 'fo many
’merchants lives and yet a0‘1ee m “the
, ﬂatement of the (}:conomxﬁs, that ma-

nufa&urers can only grow rich by dex

Lpuvmg themfelves * of the * funds def-r
tined for their fuppoxt In many branches
of trade’ the ploﬁ‘cs are {o great, as would
- allow of a clezu rent to a third pelfon°
but as there 15 no third pe1f0n m the
-cafe, and as all the ploﬁt«‘ centre. .in

- the" maﬂser manufa&uxer' or. merchant

he feems to have a fair chance'of grow- -
ing rich; without much plwatlon, and

we confequently fee Iarge foxtunes ac-

,qmred in trade by . pe}fons ‘who h'we
‘not been 1ema1ked for their p'uﬁmony
Daity cxpcuence proves, that the Tabour

Aemployed in.trade and nmnufactmes, is

: fufﬁmently pmductlve to mdlwduals H but
it certainly 1\5“not. productive in’the fame .

3y L degrce-

.even a contlary tendency

.

I3
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,degree to the ﬁate. 'Every accefsmn‘-tm
- the food: of a countl}'f,-‘tendsfto ‘the im-

mediate: benefit of the whole {ociety; but
the fortunes made in tnde, tend but in

a remote and unceltam mmnex, ‘to the

fame end,’ and in fome refpects have

The home
trade of Confump’uon, 1s by far 'the moft

nnportant trade : of cvery nation, - China

~ 1s the ucheﬁ country.in the world, Wwith-

out any other. Putting then, for a mo-

- ment, forelgn trade out of the queﬁién',‘_ |

the 1 man, - Who Dby an’ 1ngemous manufac-f

’

ture,: obtams a double portion out of the
old ftock  of. prov1ﬁons, Wlu Celt'unly not:
be fo ufeful:to the ﬁate, as. the man: who,‘;
by -his labour,. adds a ﬁngle thare to the
former ftock. ‘The . confumable: commo-:"
dx_tles of iﬁlks, laces, . tnnk‘ets,' and : ex-" R
penfive furniture, . are Vun’c.lo'ubi:edl y apart’

of the'reveriue of 'the - fociety’; but they:

are. the revenue only ‘of thé I’lCh, ‘and:

N not
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' 'not of the focmty in- genelal An - ine

v
o

.

creafe in - this part “of the ‘revenueof a
ftate, ";ca'nn'()t thexefoxe, ~be: confidered

of the fame importance, " as. an mcreafe

of food ‘which forms- the pr1nc1pal re=

venue of the' gleat “mafs of the .pe_ople.fv» .

I‘orewn commerce adds to the Wealth_
of a ftate," acccndmfr to Dr. Adam Smith’s.

definition, though ot according ‘to the

definition of -the ceconomifts. Tts princi-
pal ufe, and “the 1'eafon," probably,'that'. o
it has in genelal been held in-{fuch high

eftimation; i is, that it adds greatly to 'the

| e\ternal power of-a natlon,--or toits

power of commandmo the labour of other-

countues, but it will be found, upon ‘ a

~ ‘near « examination, to contribute but little

to the. mCleafe of the internal - funds for

| the mamtenance ‘of labour, and confe-j "
' quently but httle to the happinefs of the

gxeatcﬂ' p’trt of focnety In the natural

. : progrefs -

1

. ﬁgméxﬁmm:fop-ﬁw’fmﬁ.‘ g9

ploglefsﬁ of a ﬁate towalds 1‘1ches, manu-

fdé’cures,”and fOlElO”n' commelce 3 would -
fo]low, An thelr oxdel the hlrrh Culuva-
tiontof the foll. In Europe, this natulal

01d61 of thmos'has been 1melted ’111d the R

Aoil: has been cultlvated from - the 1odun-
-dfmcs of manulaé’cuung cqpltal ll]ﬁCd.d

‘fof m'muf'léhues uﬁno from the ledun—

'idmcv of cap1ta1 employed ‘upon Lmd

The fu LlpCllOl encouxa(rement that has been

“given. to the dnduftry. of the towns," and.

the: confequent higher.price that is.paid

«for the: labom of art1ﬁce1s, thaii for the

-

- Jabour of thofe employed in | hu{bandly,

g zne probably ‘the reafons why {0 much
, foﬂ in Europe rémains. uncultlvqtod II’ld‘
La d1ffelent policy ‘been pmfued throug11~”
-_out Emope, it might- undoubtedly have

béen miuch more- populous ‘thah i at Ppre-

-Ient and yet not be mote mcumbeled

by its populatlon. |

A I can-
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I Cannot qult thls curious fubje& of
the dlfﬁculty arifing . ﬁom popula‘uon, a
fubje& that appears to me, to deferve a
‘minute mveﬂlgatlon, and. able difcufsion,
~«much beyond my. power to- give it, with-
out- takmg notice of - an e*{tlaordmaxy
‘paffage in Dr. Price’s two volumes of Ob-
Aervations. Having given fome. tablés on’
_the’ plobabﬂmes of life, in'towns and- in

the country, %he fays,® ¢ From this’ com-,

. parifon; ‘it ¢ 1ppeaxs, with how much truth
great cities have been called the glaves of -

mfmkmd It mutt alfo convmce all who -

“will conﬁder it, that accordma to the ob

fervation, at the end of . the fourth eff uy,y

. in the fmmex Volume, it -1s by no - means_

ﬁn&ly pmpm to- conﬁdm our difeafes as

the ouovmal mtentlon of natule. Thev

our- owri
- are, . w1thout doubt, m genmal |

| : : where the
" creation. ~ Were t]we,a ;ozmtr Yy !

o * Vol. 2, page 243. o

D - “anhabitants

J
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,zn/zabztanls Zc{l lives entuelj ?uztzndl and

- iy z‘zcous, Jew. of t/zem would die wzt/wut
\meaﬁnmo out the whole pe;zod of pzc/eizt
ezz/tence allotted 0 tlzenz paint and difteni-

- per would - be un/mown dainong them, aid

death would come upon them like a ﬂee])

S szjequence of no other C(mfc “than gri-

a’zz(zl and. unawz(lable decay 7/.”

X onn, th'lt I felt m} felf obhoed to

draw a very oppoﬁte conclufion from the

fa&s advanced in Dr. Price’s two Volumes.

I had for fome time ‘been awate, that

~popu1at10n and food, incteafed in dif-

. ferent’ ra‘uos" 'md a vavtle opmlon had.

been »ﬁoatmO' In my mind, that they
could only be kept equal by fome {pecics

of mifery or vice; but the perufal of

D Price’ s two volumes of Obfelmuom

 after that opm]on liad- been - conceived,

mfed xt at once to conwéhon. Wlth

fo m"my fa&s “in‘ his view, to prove the

S ¢

L S Ze e c\txa~

. v

o
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e‘(tmoldm'uy npuhty Wlth whwh po-=

- pulation increafes, when unchecked s and

< with fucha body of ewdence before him,

to eluc1chte, even the- m'lnner, by Wlnch

e

| the general laws of 11'1tme 1ep1efs a re-

dunchnt popuhtlon s it s pelfeé’dy 1n-

Y

the paflage :t\‘hat‘_I ‘have quoted.

a ftrenuous advocate for early marriages, .

“as’ the “beft ‘prefervative againft vicious

manners. .. Hb ‘had. no fanmful ‘concep-

- tions wbout the extmé’uon of the pafsmn

\bctwccn the fe\cs, like - Ml, Godwm,

1101 did he ever think of eluchn(r the dlt~ |

hculty inthe ways: hlnted at by Mr.

Condmcet IIe quuently talks 01 01v1nor

thc plohhck powms of ‘nature: room - to )

)_Clt;;th@ll‘_lfClVCS. Yet with thefc ideas,

1

the obyious and neCeIﬁlry'\inference, that

. an unchecked popuhtmn would” increafe,

beyond compwufon, f1ﬁ01 th"m the ealth, |

bv

té - . [N

_conceivable to ‘me, how he could. write.

--He was . -

~that his underflanding: could efcape from -

N
-
:

'/by the’ beﬁ dn'e{ted e\ertlons of m'm,
- pears'to ‘me as aitom{hlnb, as'if:he had

‘reﬁﬁed the" concluﬁon

. phmefl plopoﬁtlons of- Euchd

" 'ﬁ‘loes of the C1v1hzed ftate, f‘lVS, <« The

" firft, or fimple f’mocs of civ Lllz'mon, are

| of the f’mtes, that he had defcubed

.as '1tfordm<r a very ftriking ploof of the'

,upon the peculnuty of theu fituation,

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION. 341 .

could ploduce -food for- its fuppmt ap--

of one of thCA

e
ER Y

Dr. Puce, fpeakmo of the dlffenent

rthofe which favour moft the 111010'1& and-
the - happlnefs of mankind.” - He then
vmf’c'mces the Amcucm colomes, as be-
ing at that tlme in the ﬁli’r 'md h‘lpplei’c

and

effeé’cs of the dlffrelent ftages of civiliza- -,
uon on- popuhﬂlonp ‘But'hc docs not
" feem to be awarc, that thc happmcfs of
the Amcuczms, dcpcnded much lefs upon

theu peculiar dcmce of civilization, than

as new colomcs, upon then having a

Z 3 gleat ‘
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E oneat plenty of fertile uncultrvated land. -
In pqrts of \Iorway Denmark, or Swe-

den, Qrin tlus country, two or three hun- :
. dred years ago, he’ might have found per-

lnps nearly the fame degree of civilization;

- but by no means the fame happmefs, or
the fame increafe of populatjon. _He
quotes hrmfelf a ﬂatute of Henry the
' ; Ercrhth complammcr of the decay of t11-

lage, and the enhanced price of provi-

' ﬁons, ¢ Whereby a ma1 Vellous number ot '

people were rendered mcapable of main-

taining themfelves and families.” T he fu:

perior de(rree of civil hberty which prevarl-

edi In Amerlca Contrrbuted wrthout doubt,

-"1ts fhare, “to promote the induftry, hap- -

pmefs, and populatlon ‘of thefe ftates

~but even civil liberty, all powerful as it 3

s, wr]l not create freth Iand The Ame- |

ncans ‘may be ﬁud perlnps, to enjoy a
greater degree of cml hbelty, now they
are an ;ndependent people, than whrle

they

o by o
YR

A Bt s

AN
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they were in fubjufhon to IanLmd but

- we may be- perfeétly fule, th'lt popuh—

tlon will not lono' eontmue to increafe

with the f'une npldrty as’it did then.

A perfon ‘who Contemphtcd the*hap-
Py ﬁate of the lowe1 claﬁ’cs of people
in ‘America twentv yezus ago, would
"natulally ‘wifh to retain them for evcr
in that ftate; and mlght thml\, per-

haps, that by preventmg ‘the mtroduc-y '

* tion of manufaétules and’ lu\uly,

‘might effeét his pulpofe “but ke 1111011t

as reafonably e\peét to prevent a wile

~ or miftrefs from growmg old by never

expofing her to the fun or air. = The’
fituation of new colonies, well govelned
is a bloom of youth that no efforts can
'meﬁ There are, indecd, m'my modecs

‘of “treatment in the’ political, as well as

 animal body, that contribute’ to accele— -
nte or ret"ud the approaches of age : _

' 7 4 but
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but thele can be no chance of fuccefs,
m any mode that could be dewfed lor
‘lxeepmo‘ elther of them ghy pelpetual
’ youth By encomaO‘mO' thc 1nduﬂ1y of
| Lhe towns mme than the mduﬁly of
the country, Emope may be fa1d pel-
llaps, to h'lve blought on.a plematur
old age. A cllffelcnt pollcy in tlns 1efpe&
~ Would 1nfufe ﬁ efh l1fe and vigour into every
ﬁate. “’ hllc ﬁom the law of pumooem-
tule, and othel Eulopean cuﬂ:oms, lmd
beals a monopoly pnce, a. cap1ml can
never bc employed in lt ‘with much
‘1(lV'111t£106 to the 1ncl1v1dual
fme, 1t s not plobable that the fod
lhould be ploperly cultlvated And
though - eve1y c1v1lxzed f’cate, a clafs of
plopnetms and a clafs of labourels ‘muft
'e\lf’c yet one. permanent aclvantacre
would always 1efult ﬁom a nearer equah-
‘zatlon of. plopexty I‘he greater the:
,-numbex of pr opueto1s, _’Lhe fmallel muﬁ

b_@

-and, thel e-

\

i labou1 .
M though tlley,

PRINCIPLE OF - POPULA'I‘ION. 34&

\

.....

"part of fomety woulcl be in the lnppy

ﬁate of . poﬂ'efsmrr p1ope1ty, o ‘md a
fmallel part in the unlnppy ftate ‘of
poﬁ‘efsmoﬁ no- othel property. than the1r -

)But thc beﬁ direéted: C\eltlons, ‘

allcvmte, can ‘never

MEye::

N 1emove the pleffure of want ; 'md 1t will
- be: difficult. for. any pelfon who ‘contem-~
| 'pla’ces the genuine ﬁtuatlon of man on
| e'uth,,and the genelal Taws of nature,
1o fuppofe it pof31ble that any, “the mo[’c-
- enhghtcned cfforts, could place man—

kind in a ﬁate whele 4“ few Would che

- without meafurmOP out the Whole pe- .

riod of pxefent exiftence “Lllotted to them ;

| whele pain and dlftemper Woulcl be un- -

known among them ; and death would

- come upon them like a ﬂeep, 1. con-_

fequcncc of no - othcr caufe ‘than gla-‘

dual -and un'wmdable decay

It
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Tt s, undoubtedly, a 1, moft dxﬂlealten-
jng reﬂeéhon, that -the | great obﬁacle

in the way to any. extlamdmzuy im- -
provement in foelety, is- of a natule,
~ that we can never. hope to “overcome.
"The pelpetual tendency in - the race of -

man-to’ meteafe beyond “the means of

,fubﬁf’texlce, is one of. tne.'-denel'al"lzuvs of

..amnnted nature, Wlnch we can have no

reafon to expect will change._ Yet, dif-

..coulagmg as the con’ce‘mp‘latlon of this

.dimeulty --m'uﬂ be, to-"«thofevwhofe ex-
ertions are laudably directed to the 1111-
plovement of -the - human fpecnes, it

evident; tlnt no pofs1ble good can aufe
from ‘my endeavours; to flur it over, or

};eep it in the - back glound “On ‘the

contrmy, the moft baleful mifchicfs

. may be ;ekpe&ed from the - unmanly

conduét of not daring to face: truth,

becaufe it is ‘unpleaﬁng Independently

of tht relates to ‘ths OIC'I'C obf’mcle, '
fufﬁment |

~

fufficient yet' remdins to be done for
mankmd to animate us to the moﬁ un-

;em_;tted »exextlon.‘ ~ But 1f., we proceed-o

~without 4 thorbugh '»knc)wledge, and ac- .- |

curate comprehenhon of the natule, ex-

tent, and maonltude, of the dlfﬁcultles
we ha.ve to encounter, or if we un- ’

w1fe1y dire&t our eﬁ"oxts towards an’ ob-

E Je&, 1n VVthh we cannot hope for fuc‘_ |

cefs; we  fhall’ ‘not only ‘exhauft our
'ﬁrength in frultlefs exertions, and |

rmain’ at as-great ca  diftance  as evel"'
from the fummit of ~our - withes; - but
. we {hall be perpetua]ly crufhed by -the

recoil of. this rock_ of Sifyphus. -

'CHAP.
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,-,THE view:, of human life, whlch 1@-

.-ﬂlGVVan‘ the little C\pc&atlon that he

| hopes to the futule.‘ And the tempta—

- tions to which he muit neceffluly be

. laws of nature which we- have been ex-

S ER A YRS PN TR B

e

: éHAP; XVHI.‘

T be cmg/?ant prqﬁu ¢ af (lzﬁrc_’/} on mmz, ﬁ om tbe pr mczpla
of populat:on, ﬁems to dir eﬁ our bopes to the futur ey
“wState of trial mconf iflent © with our za’eas of the fore—
bzowledge of God—The world, prolmblv, a. mighty

j)roce_/s Jor awa,{enmg matte; into mind.~—Theory. of the’
fbrmatzo;z qf mind. -——«Excztement: Jrom the wants of tbe- ;

 body.—Excitements fram the operation, of general laws.,

Excitements fram the di ﬁ?cultles of I ﬁz ar g/iizg fram t/ml

prmczple qf papulatzoiz. o

oL

fults from - the contemplation- of the_

conﬁant pxefﬁue of dxﬁlcfs on- man‘

ﬁom the difficulty " of - fubﬁﬁence, by

can 1eafonablv entertain of pmfeéhblhty )

on earth, feems ftrongly to point his

~expofed, from the operation ‘of thofe ~

sty e

PR B .+ amining, .-
. | . . o

| w01ld 111 the hoht in’ wlnch itihas been

Q)
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ammmg, Would feem to 1eprefent sthe

flcquently conﬁdmed nsu ftate of trial,
'md {chool “of -virtue; ple‘lI“ltOly to::a
fupeuol f’mte'of lnppmefs. iBut I hope
1 ﬂnll be p'udoned if 1. attempt -to
0‘1\70 “a . view in feme dcgree dlffexcnt_
“of “the. wﬁtuwtlon ; of' ,-man on’ .>earth,
‘whlchxappeals to me, to:be more con-
fiftent with the Vauous phenomena of
n‘ltme Wlnch we obfervc a1ound us,
and:-more confonant: to:our -ideas of the
power, ,goodncfs, and - fo1eknowledge of

-hc-Deﬂy. B TS S A -

It cannot be conﬁdeled ‘28 an-unim-

p1ovmo‘ CkCllee of ‘the ‘human mmd

" to "endeavour to

‘e Vinditite *thev {A;ays of “God to man.”

If we ploceed with-a: propcr dlfhuﬁ

- of om ,own undmf’mndmm, _'md a Juft
' fenfe




r

-
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fenfe . of our 1nfufﬁ01ency to cmnpfehen& |
-the’ reafon” of all that ‘we fees. if we -
~hail every ray of hght with : ‘gratitude;

- and ‘when_ no hght appears, think that
the’ darknefs is ﬁom W1th1n, and not -

: from without; ‘and bow W1th humble defe-.. .

‘rence to: the fupreme: Wlfdom of h1m‘ :

- whofe ¢ thoughts are above our thoughts,

- as. th{e heavens are h1g11 above the
- earth.”

o~ -'v.*'lv'

¢ a7

- to" ¢ find -out the- Almighty  to perfec-
t10n,~’ it feems abfolutely necefﬁry, that
we ﬂlould reafon from nature - up to-

“nature’s God -and. not prefume to rea- -

{on from God to nature. The moment
- we allow oulfel\es -to aﬂ«. why fome
thmgs are. 1ot othenwfe, inftead of en-
deavoulmc‘ to account for them, s
-the-y are, we fhall never know where
rto ftop ; we thall - be led into. the

grofseft;

“In all our feeble attémpts," howerer; .

man mind.

-

PRINCIPLE OF POPUL‘ATION.' 851,

'glofseft and moﬁ: chxldlfh qbfuldltxes-» :

all progrefs - in_the knowledce of - the

ways of ,Provxdence “muft neceflarily -be -

-at’an end . and the ftildywﬂl even ceafe ;

to:be an . 1mp10v1n<r e\e1c1fe of the hu-

Infinite powel 18 . fo vaft

sand 1ncomp1ehenﬁble an idea, tlnt the

mind, of man muft neceﬁarlly ‘be be-

"wﬂdered -the contcmplatlon of it.

f Wlll_Ch we - fometlmes f01'm,-*‘of thls -at-

tribute of the Deity, we - nlig}lt»imagine,v

that God could call into being myrxads,5

' and myuads of cx1ftcnces . all free from

pain and 1mpe1fe&10n; all _eml_nent/ i

- goodnefs and wifdom ; all :Capable of the -

higheft - enjoyments’; ~and unnumbered
a5 the ‘points ‘throughout -infinite {pace.
But -when from thefe vain. and - extra-

- vagant dreams of fancy, we turn our eyes
{0 the book of mnature, where alone we
~can read God as he s, we. fee a con- -
- ﬁ‘mt

v
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ﬁant fuccefsmn ot' fentient bemrrs, rlﬁng

apparcntly from ‘fo many fpecks of mat-

‘ter, going thxough ‘a Iong and - fomes

‘imes pamful pxocefs -in this world ; but
Y many ‘of >them att'unmcr ere the iters
m1n’1t10n of '1t fuch ‘high thtles and
»Powels, as feem to indicate, thexr ‘ﬁtnes{c

“for fdme-éfuperior ftate. Ought we not

then to Coue& our cmde and puerile

““1deas of- Inﬁmte Power from ‘the contem~

pIatlon of what -we a&ually Afee*e\nftmch |

-Can we Judge of the ‘Creator : but from-
-his creation ? And ‘unlefs we -Wlﬂl ito

exwlt the “power- of*God at the expence

~of ‘his goodnefs, : ought we not ‘to con-

. clucw th’lt cvcn to the Glewt ClCIltOl'.,

Almlohty as: he

-may be neceffuy, a -certain time, (01 at-

“leaft what appeals to us-as tune) may

“be rcqulﬁtc g oxdcx to form beings with

’Lhofc e\ﬂtcd qua11t1es of - mmd Wluch :

Wﬂl ﬁt them for his high purpofcsf’ |
3 o , » ‘ AﬂdtC‘

‘a celtam ‘procefs |

AT
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A ﬁate of ttml feems to 1mp1y 2a

‘px ewouﬂy formed e\1f’cencc, that does not

agree ‘with the appe"trahce of man in’
mf'mcy, and mdxcates fomethmg like’
fufplcmn ‘and  want “of | foreknowledae,n

mconuﬁent ‘with thofe ideas which wﬂ\

- with to cherith of the Supleme Bemg
I ﬂ1ou1d ‘be - mchned £ therefore, as I

have ‘hinted "before  in a note,” to con~*
ﬁder' the world- and tlus hfe,“as “the:

* mighty procefs of God - not- for the! trial,>
’but for ‘the " creation afd fotmation of
'mmd a procefs neceflary,” to awaken’
“inert, chaotic ‘matter, into fpmt “to fub-
’vhmmte the duft of thie carth into foul'y>

to -elicit: an. &'thereal fpal;k"ff1°om“f'tlle’f |
clod of clziY;%’%nEl ‘1n ’cl‘liéTv'x'i'e\?'f"éf "»the"‘ |

fubjéct, the various imprefsions aid’ ex-!
citements which  man l'eéei"xfés"" thirou gh

. , . SR TR APT TR T i S
life, may be confidered as:the f'ormmg~

| : hand of ‘his Creator, a&mg by general {

*
‘cnvs, and  awakening ~ his: ﬂucrglfhf ex-
e - Aa ;ﬁ_ence,

~
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emﬁence, by the - annn'mng touches Qf
the D1v1n1ty into a capamty of fuperlor

i enjoyment. The or1g1na1 fin of man,:is

‘the torpor and corruption” of the Ch&Oth
matter, in which he: may be faid tQ be.
‘born ‘ L

It could anfwer no - good purpofe to.
enter 1nto the . quef’clon, Whethe1 mu*dl
be a dlfhn& {ubftance ﬁom mattel, or

o »only a finey form of it. " The queﬁlon is, .
‘perhaps, after all, a quef’uon ‘merely ‘of
words, ., Mind is as_ eflentially mind,”

whether .- formed from  mattér, or any.
" other fubftance We know, from :ex-.

~ perience, | that‘foulv,and'ibOdy,zire,'moﬂz»

Intimately united; and eVery‘appemfinée |
feems to indicate, that- they grow from.
—mfancy togethel It would be a fupy

| .poﬁtlon attended with vér‘y l.ittl'egplobzu

‘b;llty, to- beheve that a ccomplete and-

- fqll formed fpmt ,emﬁed m every mfant .

o o tuh

- but that 1t was cloggjcd md nnpeded m

- ts opelatmns, “during- the ﬁlft twenty

yeais of life; by the weaknefs, or hcbe—

’tude, of the. oroans m whlch 1t W‘ls cn- e

clofed. As we ﬂlall all be - chfpofed to.

~ agree, that God is the crcator of mmd as
- well as of body, and - as they both- feem
" to be, formmg and unfoldmg themfc]vcs |
"at the fame tune, it cannot’ appe%r in- |
confiftent either with 1eafon or revclft-"
'tlon, ‘1f it. appeu “to be confiftent Wit
the phenomenft of n'ttme, 'to fuppofc'
" that God i 1s Conﬁ'mtly OCCUPICd in- form=
‘ ‘mcr mlnd out of ‘matter, and that the
| 'V&I‘IOhS ‘imprefsions -that man ‘receives

“through life, is the ploccfs for that pur-’
pofe. “The Gmployment is fulely worthyf_‘

Qf the hlgheﬁ attubutes of the Delty

ThlS v1eW of the ﬁate of man Qn cm th_‘ :
E \Vxll not fcem to be 1111'1ttended w1th-; '
.f)robﬂblhty, if, ]udgmg ﬁom the lutle o

/ J

Aa g . £Xa-
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cxperxence we have of the nature of

: mlnd it fhall appear, upon 1nveﬁ1g1t1on,

that the phenomena around us, and the
various events of human life, feem pecu-
har]y calculated to plomote this_great
end : and efpecxally, if, upon this fup~
poﬁtlon, we can account even- to_our

own narrow undelﬁandmgs, for many- of

thofe roughneﬁ"es and}mequah_t;e;k in life,

~

' which querulous man - too freqoently'

makes the fubject of his compl'unt ammﬂ;
the God ofnatule. MR T

The ﬁrf’c great awakeners of the mmd
feem to be . the wants of the body

* It was my mtentlon to’ have entered at fome
length into this fubjeé’c as a kmd of fecond part to.
the eﬁ'ay A long interruption, from particular bufi-
nefs, has obhged me to lay afide this intention, at
leaf’c for the prefent 1 fhall now, therefore, only gwe
a ﬁ{etch of a few of the leadmg circumftances that

! appear to me to favour the general fuppoﬁtlon ‘that I

kaveadvanced e e T ; N

Th‘cy.

-~
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T hey are the firft ﬁxmulants that toufe’
- the brain -of infant man into” fentlent’
activity : and fuch feenis to be the flug-
glﬁmefs of ‘original matter, that unlefs, by

cal peculnr coulfe of exmtements, othel'

wants, equ'dly powerfu] are genexated‘

‘thefe’ fiimulants {eem, even afterwzrrds,‘
to be neceffar Yis ‘to contmue that 'ufthty
~which they firft awakened "Theé favace-.
Would ﬂumber for ever, unde1 hlS tree,
unlefs he were roufed fiom his' torpor by
the cravings. of | huncrcr, or the’ pmchmgs,
of oold 'md the exextlons that he makee

to avmd thefe evﬂs, by pxocurmg food,
are the .

and buﬂdmo h1mfelf a coveun

{e\mcxfes which form and kecp in’ mo-
‘tion his fa,culues,' which otherwzfe would
’ ﬁﬁk_.into liftlefs inactivity. From all that
~experience has taught us concerning thie
’{hu&ure of the human mind, if ‘tho'fé-y

'ftunulants to exertion; which arife from.‘, .

the wants of the body, were 1~cmoved

P - "Aa 3 - from
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kfroﬁi 'the "mafs of / mankhid we ha'vej' o
' much more reafon to thmk that they
would be {funk to the level of brutes, from |
a- deﬁmency of e\mtements, “than that -

. they would be. raifed to the rank of phi- - -
lofophers by the pofiefsion-of: leifure. In
thofe countries, where nature is- the moft -

N ’redundant 1n fpont'meous plOdUCC, the:
~inhabitants will not be found- the moft
‘remarkable  for - '}cutencfs of “intellect, .
Necefsity has been with' great truth called -
‘the mother of mventxon Some of the
‘nobleft exertlons of the human - mind -
“have been fet in motlon by the necefmty‘ f
of fa,tlsfymrr the wants of the body.

Want h'15 not. unfrequcntly gnen wings to

the imagination of. the poct ; pomte_d the -
- flowing periods ‘of the hiﬁoxidu‘,g ‘and -

added acutonefs to the re{earches of the'

philofopher : and though there are un-

= doubtedly many minds at prefent {o far

nnpxovcd by the- vauous excitements of

S T know-
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“knowledge, or of foc1a1 fympathy, thit.
they would not rehpfe mto hﬁlefnefs, o
"v'if their- bodxly fhmulants Wele removed
. yet, it can fcarcely be doubted that
thefe ftnnulants could not be mthdrawn

from the mafs: of mankmd w1thout p10- -

ducing a _geperal and fatal tOIle, de- -

~ {ftruétive of all t_he _germs of future ifﬁi ‘

pro vement. -

Locke, 1f I recolleé’c fays, that thc

: endewout to avmd pain, mther than the |
purfult of pleque, is the great ftimulus
~~to adion in life ¢ ‘and that in lookmg to
fany pntmuhr pleafule, Wwe' fhall niot be
“toufed into acion’ in order to obtaun’c |
| till the contemplatlon of it has contmued
o lonor as’ to amount to a fenfatlon of

‘ ‘pam ot unmﬁnefs unde1 the abfence: of |

it. To -avoid evil, and to purfue good |
dcem to- be the great duty and bufinefs
of man, and th*s woxld appears to be

A a4 pecuharl Y
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peculmrly calculated to affoxd oppoxtu~ :
L vfmty of the moﬁ unremltted exertlon of

' ;thefe f’umulants, that mmd is formed
':If Locke s 1dea be Juf’c and thcre is great

reafon to thmk that 1t IS, éwl fcems to .

be necefﬁry to c;efxtc cxeltlon ; and e\—

ertlon feems cvxdentfy neceﬁaly to create

.mmd T i ot

’

The necefblty of . feod for the fupport~

’of hfe, gives 11fe, probably, to a gneatex -
unantlty of e\:ertron, than any. othel
want, bodrly or. ment‘ﬂ The fupreme :
:chg lns oxdamed tlmt the carth- thall

not pxodupe food m gleqt quantltles,‘

‘tlH much prepamtoxy hbour and inge-

,/‘Illllt} has been cxexcxfcd upen 1ts furface.

TThexc 1s no concewable conneéhon to |

our comprehenﬁons, between the feed,

."md the pl'mt or tree, that rlfes from it.

ic ,Jupxeme Creator might, undoubted]y, -

raife

' PRINCIPLE ‘OF”POPU’LATIO'N.. . .'.‘36;1

raife - up phnts of all klnds, for the ufe

.of his creqtuxes, vv1thout the afsxﬁance of

':thofe little blts of matter, . Wlnch We call
~ feed, or even without the afs1ﬁ1ng la-

_bour and attentmn of man. The proceffes

of ploughm(r 'md clcnmg the ground,“
of: colleéhno and fowmo {eeds, are not
fmcly for the ﬂ.fs;f’c'mce of God in hzs"
c1eqt10n 3 but ‘u‘e made’ pxewouﬂy necel- |
ﬁxy to the enJoymcnt of' the blefsmgs of

. life, :in order to roufe 1nan into a&ion,

'1nd fmm hxs mmd to reafon.\- ‘
o |

~ To furnith the moft unremitted cxcit’e- ’

“ments of this kind, ‘and to urge mm to

‘vfurther the gracious deﬁcrns of Prov1dencc,

A

/ X
by the full CultIV’ItIOD of the eaith, ithas
been ordamed _that populatlon fhould ; n- -
creafe much faﬁex than food. This ger 7

, peral law, (as 1t has appea,red in the for-
n'xe_r? parts of this effay) undoubtedly pro-
~ duces much partial evil; but'a little re«

ﬂé&:ioﬁ.

&
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ﬁeéhon may, pcrhaps, fatlsfy us, that 1t

produces a great ovelbalance of good

Stlong e\{c1tements fecm 11cceffary to
“create exertiofi; ; and ‘to d11e€t this e\el-?"

tlon, and: form “the 1e%fomno faculty, it

Aeerns. abfolutely neceITaxy, that - the Su-
‘preme Bemg ﬂlou]d a& always accor ding
to- genexal IaWS. : “The conftancy of 'the
“lawsiof natme, or the celtamty, vnth
'_Whlch we may expe@ the fame: eﬁ"e&
- from the. fame caufes, 1s the foundatloﬁ

of the faculty of reafon; - If in the or-

. dm'uy courfe of thlngs, the ﬁnger of God

 were frequcntly vifible; or to f peak iiore

» Correctly\ if - God. were - frequently to

~change. his purpofe, (for the finger of

God-1is, “indecd, vifible in cvery ‘blade of
grafs that we fee) a genelal and fatal -

~torpor of the hum'm facultics . would plO~ ‘

bably enfue; even the’ bodily- wants of
~mankind Would ceale -to ftimulate theni'_
,to e\cmon, could they not 1eafomb1y»

expect,

-
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""expe& tlmt 1f then‘ effmts were - Well

direed, they wou]a be cxowned mth

\‘fuccefs ' The conﬁancy of - the laws of
ﬁnﬂture, is the. foundation of the mduﬂ'ry |
~and fmeﬁOht of the hu{bandm'm; the E
, mdcfaumblc 1ngemuty ‘of the:artificers |
/“thc {kilful refearches of the phyﬁcxan, |

‘md 'untomlft- and the wwtchful obler-

* vutlon,_dnd p'Ltlent 1nveﬁ1gfttxon, of the

natuml ph1lofopher To this conﬁancy,

we owe all the- Ulf"ltﬁ‘ﬂf and: nobleft ef-
~ forts.of intellect. .- To this conﬁancy, we

J .
owe the unmortal mmd of a l\ewton..

- As the‘reafons; ‘therefore,. for .the con-

ﬁanc‘ybf the laws of nature, feem, even

to; our ﬁnderﬁandinos,‘ obvious and ftrik-

ing; if we return. to the principle of poj
pulation, arid- confider man as he re‘tlly'
is, inert, fluggith, and “averfe . from la- "
bour, unlefs compclled by neccfs;ty, (and -
it is furely ’Lhe helght of folly to talk of

> man,.

M
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man, accordmg to our cmdp fancies, of.

what he might be) - we may pmnounce,’
'Wlth certainty, that the ‘world*. would
not have been peopled “but for the fu-

penorlty of the power of popula‘uon to»

the - means of fubﬁﬂence.-

-on- man, to urge hnn to the cultlvauon of -
| ~the carth; if we fill fee that cultwatlon
proceeds very ﬂowly, we may faxrly con-"
clude, that a lefs ftimulus- would have:
" been 1nfufﬁment Even under the ope--
| ration of this conf’mnt excxtement favaoes
will mhablt countues of the meateﬁ na-
 tural fertlhty for a lonig ‘period, before
‘they  betake themfc]vcs to pafturage or:

'aoucultme.:; Had populatmn and food -

increafed in the f'ime ratio, it is proba- -

u

‘ble that man mlght never have emerged

~ from the ﬁvarre ﬁatc. .. But fuppoﬁng the .
- earth.once well peopled an Alc\andex, |
a Julius Caefar, a Tamellane, .or a bloody
’f}.C\O]ullOll, might ulccovcmbly thin the

v R

- human

-

 Strong, and”
‘conﬁantly opcmtwe as this ftimulus is

~I’RIﬁCVIﬁPLE}O\F-"P‘OPULATION.' | 365
hum'm mce, and defeftt the, gle"tt deﬁorns
“of the _Crez_ltox._
| tagious diforder would be felt for~'1ges-
‘and an enthquake mlght unpeople a
‘ 1eglon for ever. "
‘ing to Wlnch populatmn mcxmfes, pre-
vents the vices- of mankind, or theac-

cidents of nature, the pamal ev 1ls arlﬁnw

from. geneml laws, - fmm obfhu&mcr the
It keeps

'hlgh-purpofe of the creation. -
‘the inhabitants of the earth always {ully

up ‘to the level of " the mems of fub-~
'ﬁﬁcnce; and is conftantly aéting upon
man as a- powexful ftimulus, urging him

to the turther Cultlvatlon ot the ealth,'

" and to cnable it, confequently, to” fup=
’pmt a more . e‘ctended population. > But
it is impofsible- thmt ‘this law: can: ope-

rate; and produce - the cffeéts apparently[

The ravwges of a con-

The- puncxple 1ccoxd— ~

PI

mtended by the Supreme Being; without

Occaﬁonm p'utnl ‘evil.

f‘xple of popuhuon were to be altered, .
| | S according’

- Unlefs the pr 1n-'
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- accordmg to the mrcumﬁances of each \

~ feparate country, - (\Vthh’ would not only

be contrary to: our umverfal erpemence,*
| W1th reoard to the laws .of ‘nature, " but
Would contradlét ‘even’.our own 1eafon,

which fees the abfolute necefsxty of  ge-

neral laws, for the formatlon of mtelle& ) :

. 1t is- emdent, that ‘the fame. pllnCIPIC,

Wthh, feconded by. 1ndu{’cry, wﬂl peo-

: ple a_fertile region in a few years, muft

) produoe dxﬁrefs in. countrles that have'
. been loncr 1nhab1ted

It feems, however, every ‘way ploba-» |

~ ble, that- even - the acknowledged - diffi-
culties’ occaﬁoned by the law of popula—
. tion, tend rather to promote, than im-~

pede: the general purpofe of. P10V1dence.

They- e\c1te univerfal e*iextlon, and con-".

trxbute ‘to- that infinite variety of fitua~ -

“tions, and Confequently of 11nplef51ons,
E whmh feems;. ‘upon the whole, favoura-»

ble

E PRINCIPLE OF. POPULATION. 3_6,_?.

. v

ble to the gxowth of mind. Tt s pxoba—

' ble, that too . great, or- too httle excite-

ment, rextreme - povert) or. too great.

riches, may be: alike unhvoumble in this

refpe& . The middle regions of - fomety -
' ‘fecm to be beft fmted ta mtclle&:ual 1m--

: provement ~hut 1t is . contlary to, the_ﬂ

analogy of all ndtme, to expeét that the
whole  of- focxety can be a middle: 1eg1on.

The temperate zones- of theearth, - feem "
.4 to .be the moﬁ ﬁwom able to ‘the ment'ﬂ :

and corporeal energies of man; but. '111

cannot be temperate zones. A world,

warmed and enlightened but by -one fun,

muf’c “from the hws of mattCI, have. fome
parts - chxlled by . “per petual frofts, - ~and
OthClS fcowhed by -per petual he"ttb.‘ :
~Eve1y picce of matter lying on a furf”tce 3
muft have an upper, and.an under fide: -
all the particles cannot be in the middle,
The moft. valuable parts -of an. oak, to a;‘j‘
timber mer Chant ~are not e1thc1 the roots, -

or
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or the blanches ;- but thefe '1rc Qbfolutely
neceﬁu‘y to-the exifterice of the m1dd1e
part,: or ftem, . which is the obJe& n’ re~
quef’c The timber merchant could not
pofsibly e\pe&: to" maké an ‘oak grow

JW;thout roots or branches, but if he'

could ﬁnd out '‘a- mode of cultwatlon,
which would . caufe more of the {fubftance
to 'go - to i ftem, and lefs -to" root “and

branch, fhe would ‘be rlght to éxert hima-
felf in’ brmdmg fuch a fyftem 1nto ‘géne-

v ’;l‘ - s"i"\.o . R Ty Q {\ )’[;j"" o

. Ial ufe. ' } LR .‘I. ._.. B i

. S L A N
4 Py i Tohia e B . LTy el T
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'.rnot pof51bly expe(’ﬁ? to: exclude 11ches,f
and poverty, ﬁ_om'focxety s yetif we oould |
ﬁn‘d'-‘“()ut} a2 inode of government, by
-whiéh‘,‘ithe‘nu“mbﬁs in thé extreme re-
6‘i’0‘ii'§’ would be ;leﬂ"ened . and ~the’fnum-*

bers in ‘the middle’ regions 11101eafed it.

Would be ‘undoubtedly our duty to- adopt

S His not howevel, unplobable, that;i
Cas

B . T EA P, - b N st

as xin'-; the E o'ak th"e' foots : and 2 bré‘noliés'

could not be dlmmlihed Vexy greatlyl,
Wlthout Weakenmg the, wgorous circula--
tion-of the fap 1n, the; ftem; .{o,.in, fo--

cnety, the extreme parts ; could not be -

dunnuihed beyond a certam decrlee,
without leﬂemnor that ammated exertion

. ;throughout the . mlddle palts, which -is

the very caufe, that they . are  the; moﬁ
ﬁwomable to-the gxowth of . mte]le&

no man could hopé to rife, :or fezu to fd”

1n fociety; if mdufny did. not bring with
it 1ts rewald Land: 1cllenefs its punl{h-
ment : the .mlddle;;palts would not CCI‘-»
tainly: be what they now: are, irln 1e'1{on-
ing upon this fubjed, it is: cvident, that
we ought to, confider chiefly the m"tfs of
mankmd and .not ; 1ncm1dual mﬁances,.
’Ihexe are undoubtedly many mmds, and
thele ought to: be. _many, accoxdmg ta

‘thc chances, out of fo .great a_mafs, that,
-havmg been vw1ﬁed eaxly, by a pecuhar

4

Bb . courfe-
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courfe of - excxtements, Would not need

‘the ‘conftant’ aétron of narrow motrves,?
| ‘to contlnue them m aéhvrty “But'if wé

Were to revrew the 'vamous ufeful dlfco-‘

' ‘verres, the valuable wrrtlngs, and other

/t

laudable exértions of mankrnd I beheve

'we ‘thould ﬁnd that more were “to be ,‘
attnbuted to the narrow motrves that
| operate upon the | many, than to the: ap-

parently more enlzu ged motlves that ope-

rate upon the few.

o
PR |

iy e L i Yia e i P T o . EIN . PR
i FE [ A Seny TR IR * 3 .’.«..w “.v», P
H S e
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Lelfure is, Wrthout doubt hxghly va-
luable to iman; but’ takmg man, as he

'_15, the" probabrhty feems to be, that in’

J‘ the greater number of mftances, it “will

produce ev11 rather 'fhan good - It “has
been” not unﬁequently remarked “that

talents are more’ common among youn@erﬁ
-~ brothers, - than among ‘eldér brothers ; 'but\
| V1t can fcarcely be: miagmed that younger

.~ . . - o W T

a greater

. 1
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‘a greater orrgmal fufceptlblhty of parts.
‘The difference, if there really is any ob-

fervable drﬁ'erence, can- only arife from

.thelr dxfferent ﬁtuatlons. Exertron and“

-aéhwty, are 1 In general abfo]utely necef-.’

\\\\\\

t10nal 1n the other s

That the dlfﬁcultles of hfe, contubute |
'to generate talentb, every days experrence‘
muf’c convmce us., The exertrons that
men find “it nece{Tary to make, in order ‘_
to fuPport themfelves or farmhes, ﬁea .
quently awaken facultres, that mlght

‘otherwife have ]am for ever dormant

and 1t has -been . commonly remarked

that new and extraordmary ﬁtuatlons ge-

nerally create miinds adequate to grapple
- with the drfncultles in Whlch they are
| .mvolved R |

Bb o CHAP.
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T he ﬁ;r;’a’ws af Y ife neceﬂbry to f ﬂen and bumanzze
*the beart.~The excitements - of focial [ympatby often
praduce cbaraﬁers of a bnger order than the mere

‘/, polfelfors of talents.—Moral evil probalzly necqﬁzry 0

_ " the produttion of moral excellence.ss- Excitements from
intellectual wants continually kept up by the mﬁmte va-
rzety af nature, and the obfcurity tbat involves meta=

created by excztement:, feems 0 account ﬁr t/)e exzﬁence'
& of natural and moral evzl '

B ?f HE forrows 'md dlf’creﬁ'es of 11fe fonn:_‘

i 'mother clafs of exmtements, Wthh feem

to be neceffary, by 2 peculiar train of

| '1mprefsmns, to foften and humamze the o

“heart; ‘to awaken focml fympathy, to
"crenemte all “the Chriftian wrtues, and

to afford feope for the ample exertion -
~of benevolence... The general tendency
B - &

- \’l

 alive, to the. apamsw'md ‘:pleaimes,' the

- phyfical fub_;eé’z's.--d he difficnlties. in ' Revelation o be
' ,.accazmte(l Sfor upon this prmczple —-=The degree of evie
dence which thé fcrzptures contain, probably;beft fuztezi ~
““'to the improvement ‘of the human faculties, and the mo- "

) amelzoratwn of mankind.—-~The idea that mznd is

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION. . 32;7"3“’

of “an’ umform courfe .of profpenty is)

- rather :to degrade, than exalt ‘the fcha-®

m&m. 3 T he heart that has : ‘never: knovmw

'_fonow 1tfelf Wlu {eldom:be feelingly

wants and - wxfhes, of its” fellow bemgs. o

It will feldom bc ove1ﬂowmo W1th that
'L\varlnth of brotherly love, “thofe kind:
“and -amiable affe&hons, which: dlgmfy the

human :chala&er, -éven: moxeuthan the
poﬂefsmn ‘of i 'the: hlghe{’c ‘talénts, « Ta-.
Ients mdeed thoucrh undoubted]y a \eryk
p;oxnlnexlt and ﬁne feature of:mmd,?-. can

by no means be confidered ‘asiconftitutiiig

~ the whole of it. Therédre niafy inifds -
-which have not been expofed to thofe ex- -

_’ eltements, tbat ufually form talcnts, that"

........

;by-tthe cxmtemcnts of foclal fympathy.
Inveveiy ‘raiik ‘oflife,"in "the loweft, 4§

. st ’r'2~v< '\{v"""" .i:\:w‘ «?c r!-" catr 1'0,'.'.’-" t.:‘
frequ‘eutl y~as’in“the “hlgheﬁ “'charactcis

are “to’ be ' found," ovexﬂowmg thh “the

j.ri?‘::..‘; ' Bbsg. : ml}k , .,
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mllk of human kmdnefs, breathmg IOVe to-‘
. wards God and ‘man; and though thh-‘

‘out thofe pecuhar powers of mind called
talents, evzdently holdmv a’ hlgher rank

in the fcale: Lof ; bemgs,, than’many who
| -poﬁefs themf Evangehcal charlty, meek-
- nels, plety, and all that (,Iafs of Vlrtues,
dlfhngunhed partlculaxly by the name of -

-Chrllhan - virtues, do . not feem neceffa-

'Lrlly to mclude ablhtles, yet a foul pof-:

feffed of thefe -amiable. quahtxes, a foul

‘ awakened -and, v1v1ﬁed by thefe” dehght-

ful fympathles, feems to theld a. ‘nearer

. commetee . W1th the ﬂ(lCS,v than mere

EES RN oo
S TES BN R L naead

,The greateﬁ *Ltalents have been fre..
qnently mlfapplxed and have produced
"ev1l proportlonate to the extent of itheir
powers. ~1Both reafon and revelatlon feem
to. afTure us, ; that fuch mmds w1ll be con-

: .‘demned to eternal death,,but whxle on

v

i .o earth,

| PnJIN'cx:P’.L'E OF, 'Po’é.ULATmN. 315

earth thefe vicious mﬁruments perf formed

theu part in the great mafs of - nnpref-. |

they e‘(cxted

........

that mmal ev1l is abfolutely neeeﬁ'ary to

the produéhon of . ~moral excellence. A‘

,_lbemg with only good placed in v1ew, may.
“be Juf’cly faid to be mlpellecl by a blmd |
‘ neeefs1ty The puxfult of .good . in- tlns -
»~ cafe, can be no- indjcation - of vutuous :

'_propenﬁhes.. It nmght be_faid, pClll‘lpS,

that Inﬁmte \Vlfdom, cannot Want fuch

~ an indication” as- outwald aéhon, but

would foreknow ‘with . certamty, ‘whe-

'thel the belng would : chufe good or

evil. T111s mloht be a. plauﬂble argu-
ment . ag'unﬁ a: fhte of_ .t\l,l‘_ll ‘but W11]
not hold: aor'unﬁ the - fuppoﬁtlon,.th'\t
nnnd in, jthis- woxld 15 in a flate of. form»

ation. Upon*thls uzlca, sthe being that

. has feen moral evxl and has felt dlfdppro-
bation and dlfguﬁ at it is effentially

"Bb 4 dllferent
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dlﬁ'erent from the belng that has' feen onIy

good ‘They are pieces of elay that have

Feceived diftin& - nnprefsrons they muf’c?

, therefore, neceﬁ'arll y be in different ﬂlapes 5

-, or, €ven if ‘we allow thiem both' to have
‘the fame lovely form of Vntue, it muft

be acknowIedged ‘that “one” has under«'
gone the further procefs, neceffary to

give ﬁ1mnefs ‘and - durablhty to its’ fub-. |
ﬂance, whxle the other‘ 15 Pall expofed’-

to’ m}ury, and liable - to - be - broken by

revery accrdental 1mpulfe. An 'udent‘_

AAAAA

: 1mply the ex:ftence of. fomethlng oppo- :

fite to it; ‘and it'feems hwhly -probable,
_tha’c the''fame beauty of form': and fub-
" ftaricé,’ the: fame perfeéhon of - charaéter,

could : 1ot be . generated, - “without the

'l~1mpref51ons of chfapprobatlon whlch arife
;.from the fpec’tacle of- moral evil.

= Cleop'ttra——-' o
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When the’ mmd has been awakened

\:mto a&mty by the pafsmns, and the N
'wants of ‘the body, 1nteheétual Wants -
arife’; and the deﬁre of knowledce and

the lmpatlence under lgnoranee, fmm a

neW ‘and 1mportant elafs of exmtements. -

| ,_Evely part of natme feems pecuhar]y cal—

culated to furnlfh ﬁlmulants to" men’ml

exertlon of thls kmd and to ofter 1nex-

_,}nuﬁlble fOOd for ‘the” moﬁ umemltted‘
.mq‘urry’? Our nnrnortal Baxd fays of |

EEER S
ey Vs

PEERN

-<¢ Cuftom ‘cannot ﬂale T

« Her mﬁmte varxety, , o

. The exprefsmn, when apphed to any oqne

obJe& may be conﬁdered as a- poetrcal
amphﬁcqtlon, but it is: accurately true

| when- apphed to nature.r Inﬁmte V'mety,
“-feems, indeed, emmently her chaxaétex-A
1ﬁIC feature. ‘The fhades tlnt are’ here

| and there blexrded in the px@tme, give

S fpmt
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fplnt hfe, and prommence to her exu~

Yooy

berant beautles ; and thofe roughneﬁ'es
and mequa_htleu, thofe mfemm parts. that

L hAsS Y

fupport the fuperlor -though they fome~
'txmes off'en_d the - faftidious mxfcrofcoplc

RPN A,.:' i

‘eye. of fhort: ﬁghted man,,contrxbute to

VAN SN BRI R "

~the fymmetry, .grace, and fanr proportmn
“of the whole. e et T e Tyt

' H !
a” :_‘r

. N .3 P T i .-
iy Kogslia Pl giiag j\) " e

T he_' mﬁmte vauety of -the fonns and

Y \‘X._ 3.: s

operatlons of natune, beﬁdes tendmg un-
‘-.' ik

B mmd by the Vanety of 1mprefsmns that
Jt creates, opens other fertlle fources of
- improvement, by - offenng fo ‘wide and
' extenﬁve -a, field. for: inve ﬁigatlop_‘a,pg
refearch., Uhlfouh, undxverﬁﬁed pexlfec-k
~ tion, could not. poﬁefs ;the fame awaken-'
mg powers. - When we. endeavour then to
;_contemplate the. {yﬂenl of 'the. umvex {e;
‘when we: thmk of the ﬁars as; the funs -
- of other f}ﬁems, fcattered thxoughout

mﬁmte fpaee ; when We reﬂcc‘t that we.

,‘( ' >‘ dO’

N
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do not’ probably fee a millioﬁth oa\rt'of
thofe bright orbs, that are beaming light -

and hfe to unnumbered Worhis- when.

our minds, unable to. orrafp the im=

meafurable Conceptlon ﬁnk, loft and con-~

founded, 1n admir atlon at the 1mghty in-
-comprehenﬁhle power of the Cleatox ;

let us not querulouﬂyxoomplam that all

¢limates dre not equally gennl thatpel pe-

tual fprmg does not reign t‘ha.oughout the

year; ; that all God’s ereatures do not poﬁ'efs

‘the fame advantages that clouds and tem=~
| peﬁs fometlmes darken the natural world
~and wvice and" mlfery “thie mor al’ world

and that all the works of the cr eauon are -

not foxmed ‘with equal’ perfeéhon. Both

reafon and" éxperience feem to indicate

‘to-us, that the infinite variety “of "‘nat'ure;_
(and varmty;cannoi emﬁ»thhout mfeuor

Aparts, or - apparent blemlﬂaes) 15 adnma«

‘bly: adapted o fullthez' t,he hmh pm-'
- pofe of the: creatlon, and to pr oduce the,

- greateft pofsible quan'tlty of good.

o The

—
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The obfcunty that 1nvolves all meta——"
) phyﬁca] fubje&s, appears to me; in theh

fame manner pecuharly calcuhted

“add to that clafs - of - exmtements whmh -
~arife froni’ the thlrﬁ of knowledge It |
s pxobable that ‘man, ‘while on éarth,
“will ‘never ‘be* able’ to attain: completeQ §
f1t1sfaét10n on: thefe fubje&s, but - thxs'. ,"
1S by no means a 1eafon that he. fhould |

* " not envage in them The ‘darknefs that

fu1rounds thefe 1nte1eﬁ1ng topxcs of hu-

man’ cunoﬁty, may be intended to fur-
nlfh endlefs. motwes to- 1ntelleétual aé‘a- |
| v1ty and exe1t1on “The conftant effort
to . dlfpel this dalknefs, evén 1f it fall of

fuccefs,‘ mvwomtes ‘and’. nnproves “the
thmkmg f'tculty If the fubjeéts of hu-

~‘man inquiry were once e}thauﬁed, mmd

would:, probably ﬁagnate :but . the in-.
ﬁmtely dnerﬁﬁed, forms,and opelatlons
- of, nature, togethe: wlth the endlefs food

for fpeculatlon Whleh metﬂphyﬁcal fub~ )

\

' Je&s oﬂ'er, prevent the pofsxblhty that ’_ |

fuch a peuod ihould ever 'uuv

It 1s by no means one: of the Wlfeft |
‘ aymos of. Solomon, th'1t « the1e 1s no
new thzng unde1 the fun,”. On the con-.
' tmry, it is probable, tlnt ‘were the pre-
- fent - fyf’tem to. contmue fox 11111110115 of
- yea,rs, contmual ZlddlthllS Would be mak— .
ing to. the nmfs of human knowledoe and
Ayet pelhaps, 1t ,may. . be a mattcx of -
i doubt Wh(:‘thel, What nny be called the
| capqmty of mind, be in any marked and -

“decided mfmner mcreaﬁng A Socrates,

a Plato, or an Auﬂotle howevel _con-

feﬁ'edly 1nfenol in- lmo“ledcre to: the |

phllofophers of ‘the plefent d'ly do not .

appea1 to have been much below them

an . mtellc&ml Capamty Iutelleé“c rxfcs

ﬁom a fpeck, “continues. in- VIO'OUL only ,

for a  certain penod, ‘and will not; pex__‘-

- haps, admit, while on earth, of -above

a cer-

E’R!N-CIPLEr OF POPULATION 4 381;,"
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3 .

a:eel"tainfxlﬁln'lbel“"ol' impre‘fs'ioils.' Thefe“ |
nnprefsmns may, indeed, ‘be - mﬁmtely ‘
: .mod1ﬁed and  from thefe various modl-“
_:ﬁcatxons, added- probably toa dlﬁblence |
.»'m the fu{cephblllty of ‘the orlglml :
germs% arife the endlefs diverfity of

character that we {fee m ‘the World

but  reafon and experlence feem both_
\ to affure us, that the capamty of indi- .
O -v1dual mlnds does not 1ncreafe in pro-A'

,') 'portlon to the mafs’ of exifting know-

- ledge. " The fineft’ minds - feem to be

foxmed 1ather by eﬁ'orts at ongmal

x It is probable that 'notwo grains, of wheat

) are exaltly alike. Sml undoubtedly makes the prin- .

- cipal dxfference in the blades that fprmg up, but
lvprobably not ‘all. It feems natural to fuppofe fome
fortof dxfference in the orlgmal germs ‘that are af-

terwards awakened into thought, and the. extraor— :

' dmary dlfference of {ufcepnblhty in very young
chlldren fcems to conﬁrm the fuppoﬁtxon.

thmkm g,
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- -

thinking; by “endeavours: to +form' new:
: coxnbillations;“'aﬁd to.difcover new . truths;:

~ than by p'lfsxvely receiving the nnpref-
g 'ﬁons of ‘other men’s ideas.” Could we fup-
: ‘pofe the : penod arrived, when there was
" no fuxthel hope of future: dxfcoverxes and

~-the only employment of ind was to ac-

qune pre -exifting knowledge, W1thout_

_any: efforts: to--form new and” ‘original |
;:combmatxons, thouuli the mafs of ‘hu-
‘man knowledge : were 'a thoufand times
greater * than it /is ‘at prefent’; “yet "-it is -
L evidefit tliat' one’of the ‘nobleft “flimu-

lants. ‘to  fental  exértion ‘would “have

‘ceafed the ﬁneﬁ feature of intelle@ -

Would be? lol’c, ev‘ery thmg allied to ge-
mus would be “at an end and it ap-'

:pears to be: unpofsxble, that, under fuch_
c1rcumﬁances, any individuals could: pof~

Aefs the fame” 1ntellectual enero*les, as

wefe poﬂ”eﬁed by a Locke, a Newtou,

i ! R .
I N i N T ST e ) 4
LI Y & s.‘.«l-,‘;,-- PRI ) Oi

N . Y . R
. ¥

4
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a Plato, -an Amf’cot[e or a Homer. '_.:;.', .

PR 7‘ Pee e T J D PN
N AP SRS I PP e Y ot ~j

If a revelatlon from heaven, of WhICh -
no perfon could feel- ‘the fmalleft doubt, ’
were to d1fpel the. mlf’cs that now hang
“over. metaphyﬁcal beJGCtS ; were ito, ex~
plam ithe: mture and ﬁrueture of mmd
the aﬁ'ectlons and- effences of ; alI fubm
ﬂances, the mode 1n Wh1ch the Su-
‘preme. Bemg operates 1n~ theworks of -

- the.; Creatwn, and the . whole . plan and
fcheme of the Umverfe, fuch ‘an.: ac-

ﬁead of glvmg addltlonal Vlgour and

| aetmty to the humm ‘mind, ;would, 1n
~all p1obab1hty, tend to reprefs future ex-

' eltlon, | and to damp the {oaring wmgs of

;mtellect e e g,

- P
N

For th1s reafon I have ‘never. con-;ﬂf
f dexed the "doubts and dlﬁicultles ‘that”
2 L involve

A

-
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. mvolve fome pnts of the facxed wutmga, :

as any argument agalnft then dlvme

olwm'll " The' Sup1eme chtr mwht
undoubtedly, have’ accompamed Ins 1c~

Velatwns to- m'm by fuch a fuccefsmn

“of” m1ncles, and of fuch a _natule, asl

Would have pxoduced umvelfal OVCl-

powerinO‘ conwéhon, and have put an

end at- once to all heﬁta’uon 'md dx(—
cufsmn. But w‘eak as our fleafon is to
comp1ehend the phns of the Gxeat_

"Cleator, 1t is" yet fufﬁcwntly {hong,
to’ fee the moﬁ ftnkmg obyaéhons to

fuch a revelatlon. Tlom the httle we
know of the ﬁlu&me of the hum'm

undelﬁandmg, we' muﬁ be convmced -
“that an- overpoweung conwéhon of tlnsf"

‘;‘klll'ld, 1‘nﬁead of tendmg to the 1mplove~'
- ment -and ‘moral amelioration of ‘mamn,
would a& like the - tou"ch “of a. tor-

pedo on’, all mtelleé‘tual exertxon, and
: ~ Cc - would
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- would almoft put at end to the exrﬁ~' :

- ence of vutue If the fcnptural denun-
ClathIlS of eternal - punithment. were

brought home wrth the fame certaxnty |

to every man’s mlnd as that the night

‘will follow the day, thlS one vaft and

gloomy 1dea would take fuch full pof- |
fefsron of the human facultles, -as to \'

leave no room for any other concep-‘

g trons the e:\ternal aéhons of men ‘would
be all nearly ahke vrrtuous conduét

would be ‘10 1nd1cat10n of vrrtuous drf- .

poﬁtron. vice and vrrtue ‘would - be

blended together n one cornmon mafs,,

and though the all feemcr eye of God
- znlght drfhnguxfh them, they muft ne- |
3 cefTarrly make the. fame nnprefsrons on
mqn, who can Judge only 'from - ex-
terml appearances ~Under’ fuch a.dif- :

penﬁtron, it ‘is drfﬁcult to conceive .

' how human bemgs could be tormed -to

’ade-

'excellence. e REERS
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2 deteftation ‘of moral cvil, and 4 love
and admlratron of God and ‘of moral <

¢

. o T, .t"lbr [

Our 1deas of Vrrtue "and v1ce are not

perhaps, very achrate and * well: de-»'

" fined; but few, I thmk Would C‘lll an

aéhon 1e'111y vutuous, which was' per- |

..formed ﬁmply and folely from " the dre'ld '

of a very great pumfhment or the ex-

.peé’catlon of ‘a very gleat reward. The
fear of ‘the Lord is very Juﬁly f'ud to
| be the begmmng of ‘wifdom; but the
. ciid of wifdom " is’ the Iove of the Lord,
“and the: aduiiration. of moral - good

‘ The denunmatrons of future pumfhment

“contained ‘in" the fcrlpmes, feem to be
well ‘calculated to. arreﬁ ‘the progrefs of

the: vicious, - ‘and ’ awaken the attention

of the carelefs; but we fe¢, fror repeated
expeuence, that” they a1e not accom- -
| Ce 2 - pamed |

. .
b e e e i
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panled W1th ewdence of, fuch a: nature,'

as to overpower the human will, and

‘ to make men lead wrtuous lwes swith
- vicious dlfpoﬁtlons, merely from a dread
| of ...‘I}eleaft‘e_;. ‘A genuine faith, by Whlch |

I mean; 4 faith that-fhews 1tfe1f in- all

' the virtues of a truly chrlf’uan life, may

genemlly be - conﬁdered ‘as ‘an  indica-

‘ txon of-an. amlable and V1rtuous dlfpo»

ﬁtlon, operated upon more by love than

7

by ! pure unmlxed fear.

[e 3
{:

to wh1ch man muft neceﬁ'anly be. ex-

of hlS frame, and the operatlon of the’ -

jlaws of ; nature 3 and _the . confequent

moml celtamty, that many veffels wilk

| come out of  this mlghty Cl‘e'ltIVC fur-~

nace in -wrong fhapes, it is - perfeétly.

o !mpofmble to conceive, that any of thefe

creatureu

i

R

When we reﬂe& on the temptatmné

P |
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ereatures of ‘Gods hand ‘can- be.- con-«
demned to ,etelnal fuﬂ'eunv 8 Could
‘we onge’ ‘admit- fuch .an” ‘idea,"all our-

natural conceptlons of; goodnefs and. Juf—\\

., tice: would b~ completely ove;thxown':

and We could tno; loriger look” up- to
\God as .a. mérciful and ughteous Being.
But the doé’crme of life. and . immorta-
. ity ‘which was: brought to:light by the
. gofpel;, ‘the doéirine that the: énd. of
rlghteoufnefs is’ evmhf’cmg life, but -that
the wages of fin are’ deqth, isin every ref-

pect guf’c and mercﬁu and ‘worthy of |

‘ ‘the‘;'Greag; C;‘eafcor,; ,.N‘_thmg..,ﬁmn, f1p-

- pear more ‘confonant to-our reafon, than

'that~ thofe -b'ein'crs w11icll"'c‘301nef out of
lo'vely and beautlful folmo, 1’hould be’
crowned W1th immortality 5 while thofe
which' come out mllhqpen, thofe whofe
_ minds are not fuited to a I)UICI and

- Cc3 . hap-
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happier: ﬁate of. ex1ﬁence, fhould penfh
and :be condemned to" mix -again. with'
| ‘their onglnal clay Eternal condemna-.
tion of this kind: may be" eonﬁdered as.

a fpeeles of eternal . pum{hment and *

it :is “not. wanderful . that /it fhould “be:

“reprefented, fometimes, under images of-

‘But - life. and . d’eath,", :’falvﬁ‘.—.‘_;

tion and. deﬁru&ioh," are’ more freiluehtly7»

i afxerln g,

ppofed to. each- other n. the New. Tel~:
tament, thai, happmefs and mlfery "The:
M Supreme Bemg would appear to: us s
!a very - dlﬂ"elent view, if lwe were' to
~confider vhim ‘as pmfumg the ‘creatures
’(lr. at bad . offended ‘him Wﬁ,h .eternal
hate : and t01ture, inftead of ‘merely con--
4 ,--zmag to their ~original 1nfenﬁb1hty

‘thate. beuxos, that, by..the ‘operation of

. ;;.;c:z-:::ml laws, had. not. ’been formed ‘with:

cuzlities “fuited:to a purer flate of :hap- -

.

. -
ORI T

SALLL L De

Life, |

)

o
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Life is, genelally {peaking; a blefsm°'

'.Amdependent ofa future ftate. It is a
‘gift which the' vicious ‘would not alwnys |
be Jeady to throw nway, even if they

had no fear, of death. The partial pain, .

‘therefore, kthat is . inflited by the Su-~

preme Creator, while heis fox ming num-*

berlefs bemgs to a- capauty of " the - -

‘hlcrheft enJoyments, is ‘but as the duft

of the balance in comparifon of the hap-

.pmefs ‘that 15 commumcated and we

have every. reafon' to think; ‘that there.

1s no more evil: in:the world, ‘than ‘'what
'tbfolutely neceﬁ'ary as one of the

mgledlen‘cs in- the mlghty\ procefs.

. The ﬁnkmo neeefsxty of general laws
for the formft‘uon of "intelle&, will not"
in any’ 1efpeé‘c be: contradi¢ted -by one
or-two exceptions; and thefe ‘evidently
not mtended for pwrtxal purpofes, but

eal-
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alculatcd to opemte upon a gxeat, part

of manlund and through m'my ages. .
Upon the -1dea that T have ‘given "~ of

Lhe-‘ fOlln’lthll of mmd the mfunoe-.

ment- of * the - general;. laws wof. nature,fﬁ

by a: dlvme revelation; W1H appear

« the - hcrht of -the’ 1mmedlate hand of,

- God nuxmg vneW mgre(hents' " the

~mghtv ‘mafs,’ ﬁuted to the pa1tlcular«.

'fhte of” the - plOCGfS, and calcuhted ‘to

give ' nfe to a new and powerful tlalnf

of 1mprefsmns, tendmg to purify, exalti :

'and lmprove ‘the human’ mind: = The
‘miracles that" accompamed thefe reve-

lations When they had’ once’ excited:the

- ‘1ttent10n of mankmd and féhdered it

a m'tttel of mpﬁ 1ntele{’c1ng dlfcufsmn, :

"whethei the do&une was ﬁom God or
- man, - had \peifmmed theu pajt,: had an-.
fweled the pmpofe of ‘the: : Creator;;
and thefe commumcatlons of "the divine
: wﬂl Wele af’cezwndé left to make thmr

S Wdy’

ivay by ‘their ‘own intrinfic excellences
and. by opelatmg as moral motwcs, gra:

dually to qnﬂucnce\and mmxovc, “and

not” to OVGI}_)O\VCI “aind ftagnate the fa-
culties of man,. "~ . T 0

It ‘Wou'l'd b‘_’é,~‘L111"c'(o.iibtedzfj,'r, prefum'p.;

tuous ‘to fay, that the Sup_‘rcme Being
“¢ould ot pofsibly ‘]iaire effe¢ted . his
-pmpofe in any otheL way- than that

which -he has’ chofen* but as the ren

lvelatlon of the diviie Wﬂl wlnch we
poffefs, is nttended ‘with fome doubts

“and dlfﬁcultxes ; a1.d as our reafon points

out to us the flrg qgeﬁ objeéhons to

a revelatlon, Whlch would foxce imme-

dnte,' 1mph(31t umvmfal belief; we

have furely juft caufe to thmk that
thefe doubts -and: difficulties’ are no .ar=

oument acramﬁ the lelIlC ougm Of th(’,‘

fcnptmes, ‘and . that the fpecies of evi-
dcncc wlnch they poﬂefs is beft fuited

to-‘

s
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o the 1mprovement of the human fa-

'cul‘ues, and the moxaI amehoratlon of
‘ manklnd. R '

TN S

“The idea that ‘.the_: in’jpx‘elfs‘ion's‘j and

" excitements of this world are the' in-

ftruments . with which ‘the Supreme ' Be-

ng forms matter. iiito. ‘mind i _and“’tl1‘at‘ |
~the ’ﬁecefsi'ty of conftant -, éXertibﬁ’ “to -
~avoid evil, and. to purfue good, is the
. prmmpal fprmg of thefe 1rnpref31ons and
| e*{mtements, feems to {mooth - many of

the dxfﬁcultles that occu1 m a contemd_

_pIatlon of human hfe, and’ appears to
me, to give a {atlsfa&ory reafon for the
exiftence of natulal ‘and moral ev1l

1 ,‘md confequently, ior that part of both, .
and it certainly is not a very fmall g
part, whxch ar'fes from the prmmple of -
- populatlon -But, though upon this fup-,
B poﬁtibn, it feems hlghly nnprobable,
that evd fhould ever be removed from
‘the .
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the World yet 1t 1s e\vldent tlnt this

1rnprefsmn would not anfwe1 the appa-

rent purpofe of the. Creator,_lt would -
~not aét fo- powelfully as- an excitement

A-’to exertlon, if the qu'mt1ty of it d1d
not d1m1mﬁ1 or, 1nc1e'1fe, with the adti-

- V1ty or. the indolence. of man. . The

* continual variations in the weight, - and

Somvir el e fan

in the diftribution of this- preflure, keep_ ,q

alive a conﬁant expeé’mtlon of tlnow-
mg it oﬁl

o« Hope fprxngs eternal in tl_{g human breaft,
, -« Man never is, but always to be blef’c.”_

)

“Evil exifts in ‘the world, not to create.
»defp_air, but a&ivity. We are not pa-
tiently to- fubmit to it, but to exert
~ourfelves -to - avoid it. It is not only
the  intereft, -"bﬁt ‘the duty of every in-
‘dividual, to ufe his utmoft efforts to
rz:move cvil from _ himfelf,” and from
~as'large a circle as he can inﬂuehce;

' ‘ and

i e e L AR e B e S R S A
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 efforts. are; the more he will- plfobably‘

B

N .

: and the more he exercnfes hlmfelf in

this:‘duty, the ‘more: W1fely he dire&@s
hlS eﬁ'orts, and the more fuccefsful thefe

nnprove and ‘exalt his own'’ mlnd “and
he more completely does he appear |
10 fulﬁl the W111 of hlS Creatox.,

]
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