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to thls 1ema1k, by looking over fome of,{
the t'tbles of Mr. Sufmilch, wlneh Dr. -

Price has extracted in one of his notes-

to the poftfeript on the contloverfy re-
fpeéhnfr the pOpulatIOH of England and
W"xles.
coueé‘c

They are . conﬁdeled as very
and: if fuch t’tbles were genelal
they would thxow gbleat llght on. the‘
different ways by ‘which populatlon is.
'repleﬁed and plevented from 1nc1eaﬁng "
beyond the means of fubﬁﬁ:ence in" any

"eountly T will: extract a- p'ut of. the

!
7

tables, with Dr. Puce s 1em”uks.

In the Kingdom of Prufsia, and Duke- '

dom ofLithuania.

Mar- | Proportion | Proportien

Annual Average. | Births. | Burials. | riages.

: Marriages. Burials.

“10Yrs.tor7oz | 21963 | 14718 | 5928 | 37t0 10 | 150t0 100
5Yrs.to1716 | 21602 | 11984 | 4968 | 37t0o 10 | 180t0 100
5Yrs. t01756 2839z 15154 1 5599 5o'to 10 | 148 towo
; @ N.B. I 1709 111(1 1710, a peftl—

Jence - camed off 247, 733 of the inhabi-

< . tants

of Birthsto | of Births to-

I

teoars
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tants of thls _country, and m 1736‘ and

1737 CplanllCS plevalled whu,h 'wmm .

checked 1ts mcreﬂ.fe, R L e

"\z" .

It may be 1ema1ked that the «neateﬁ =
ploportlon of buths to bmnls, was in the

ﬁve years, qfter the gleat pefhlence.,

o Du’tcj/zy__(y" quﬁzerqnz;z. !

Mar- y Proportion-

’ . " Proportion
Aneu:{l Average. | Births, > Burials.. | riages. | of Birthsto | of B};rths to
‘ | Marriages. Burials,”

6 Yrs. to 1702 | 6540 "'4647‘ 1810 36 to 10| 140t0 100
6 Yrs. to 1708 |. 7455 - 4208 [ 1875 | 39 to 10 177to100
6 Yrs. to 1726 | 8432 | 5627 | 2131 ;
4 Yrs. to 1756 | 12767 | . 9281 2957

3 to 10 137tomo“

« In “this mf’cance the mhabltants ap-
pea1 to have been almoft doubled i '56 -
yeaxs, no very bad epldemlcs havmg once
mteuup’ced the- 1nc1eafe, but the three
yeals 1mmed1ately followmg the laft
peuod (to 1759,) were yeals fo ﬁckly
that the buths were funk to * 10 ,229, and '
the buuals 1alfed to 15 068 SN :

1.4 - Is

e

39 to 10 [/150t0100

¥
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Is it ‘ngt prob&ble, thdf 1n tlus cafe,'

 the number of mhabxtaﬁts had mcreafed
fa{ler than the food and the aceommoda-<
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‘tions neceffary to preferve them in health.
The- fidfs of the people would, upon
this fuppof' tiof, be obliged to ‘live harder,
“and a gréatér number would be - crouded

ooethe1 in one houfe and itis not furely‘,

Vi

Impr obable, that thefe Were aiiiong the na-
tural caifes that produced the three ﬁckly N
Cyears, Thefe caufcg may produce fuch
"'an eff\,& though the country, ahfolutely
\;conﬁdercd may not be extremely crowded
and, populous
- inhabited,
'twl\e plaee, before moté food is raifed,
“and miore houfes are Built; the inhabi+ .
tants maft ‘be. dlﬁreffed ii fome degrée |
for Were -the
,’marrlarres in England for the niext erght“
..01 ten years, to. be more ‘prolifick: than

'nfml or even were '1 greatex numibet of

In a country even thmlv |

Jif an mereafe of populatxon

room and fubﬁﬁence.

- mar-

——— e e

e -

_PRIﬁCI?LiE ‘OF 'yo?g'fi,Ar_rro'N.

. ixiafriages then -ufual to%ta-ke' -plaee, fup-\

poﬁng the . number :of ‘houfes to remain:
vthe fame ; inftead of five:or fix to a cot-

‘ tage, there mul’c be. féven or eight; and
: tlus, added to - the necefsxty of lmdex -

: ll.vm .....

favoumble effeét on the health of the

common people. :

Neumarlf qf ,Brandenburgh.

¥

e Marge - Proporuon Proportion
Annunl Avcrdge. Births. Burials. riages. | of Birthsto | of Births te
. Marriages, Burials,
5 Yrs. to 1701 | 5433 3483 i 1436 | 37t0 10 | 1§5t0 100
5 Yrs. to 1726 { ‘7012 | 4254{1713 | 4o0t0 10 l 164to100
5 Yrs. to 1756 7978 l 5*567 1891 4210 10 | 143 to 100

o« Epldemms prevalled for fix ye‘ns,\
from 1736 tq ;7/&1, yluch checl ed the

~ ;ncreafe. -

Dulfeclom af M agclebuz gh.

Al

Mar- Prgportion | Proportion
Annpal  Average. Bi;;h.s'., Burials, | riages. { of Burthsto | of Births to
i b i Marrngcs ’ Burials. .
5 Yrs. to 1702 | - 6431 | 4103 | 1681 | 3810 10° 156t0 100
S Yrs.to1717 | 7590 5335 [ 2076 | 36t0 10 | 14z2to100
5 Yrsy 19 1756 8859] 8069 | 2193 | g4eto 19 l logtofoo
I3 . ¢ The
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"fickly feafons that prevailed.

x The years 1738, *1740 1750 “and

17 51 were p’lrtlcularly ﬁckly

For' "fu'rther', \infénnatib‘n: on . th’is {ub-

o je&, I'fef.e'f’:t'he' reader to Mr. Sufmilch’s
tables. 5

The e\ctla&s that 1 h'we made
ale fufhuent to.: fhew “the - perlodlcal

though " irregular retmna of ﬁckly {ea-

fons ; and it feems hlghly plobmble, ‘that "

a fcantmefs of room and food was one

‘of the punclpal ‘caufes that occaﬁoned_ .
N thcm. I ‘

| It 'xppe'us ﬁom the tables, that thefe-‘ |
_.countues were 111c1eaﬁng 1athel faﬁ for

old ﬁ'xtes, notmthﬁmduw the occaﬁonal

Cultlva-
don muﬂ: lnve been 1mprovmg,. and

| “nnmages, confequently, encoumrred For

the checks to poPuIatlon %ppeal to have

" been 1athel of the _pofitive, than of thq

preven,twe Igmd_

When from a pxofpe&i
" < - of

or

'_of 1nc1e'1ﬁncr plenty in- ‘any countly
the \vewht th'l’c 1epreﬁls popuhtlon 18

in fome dcoree 1emoved

; tlnucd beyond the Opel 1t10n of the cmfe
';fthat firft nnpelled it..

_ paltlcular* When the 1nC1eaﬁng ploduce

01, to be more

: of a countl y, 'md the increafing demand
for hboun, fo far: 'Lmehomte the conch-_
- _'_thll of the labomer as’ g1e¢1tly to ens’

‘ counoe marriage; ‘it is pmb‘lble tlnt

" . try has oone beyond thexmcmafcd pro-

duce. and fickly: feafons '1ppcax to be

” - the 11'1tural and“neceﬂ'uy :canfequence.

countues whele fubfiftence Jwas 11101&1{-
ding fufﬁmentlyﬂt tiimes  to encoumoc
\populatlon, but not to "mfwm all its de—

‘mands, . woukd be more fubjcét to pc~

v B 14 “popu-

- pRINCIP’LﬁbF’*PdﬁﬁL’ATmN. '-3119 |

St s hlghly |

plobable that the motion will be (.on-Li

the cuftom - of: cmly marriages W1ll con-

tmue, _‘ull the* l)opulattlon of the. coun-‘

! ﬂwuld e\(peé’c ,:thelcfme, Ahat thofe"\

r;odlcal epldemlcs than thofc whcxc the
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' and Egypt have been nearly ftationary -

\

4;: ESSAY m{ THE /

populatlon could mqrp compietely acv- ‘
commodate 1tfelf tq the gverage praz-

ducc. R

.!;« et

An Qbfervatmn the Genverfe of thxs S

will . probably alfo. be found trye. - In

‘thofe countues that .are fubject- to pe-{' \

riodical ﬁckneﬂ'es, the increafe of papus:

latmn, or the ‘excefs of blrths abovetze'
bunals, will be greater in the 1ntervals**‘
af thefe penods, than is ufual, czetens,
“paribus, in the gountries not fo much
' If. - Turkey

fubje&t to fuch -diforders, -

', in thelr average populatlon for the laft
century, in the intervals of their: perlo- L
dical placrues, the bxrths muft have ex-a.. -

ceeded the burlals in-a greater- -propors .
tlon than i fuch countrles 35 Frange -
and England; |

v e ~ .." “.'1.;‘1'1(.3' ’ .\

121
The average proportion - of bglths tg
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bm,\a}s in . apy cqunt,ry {or a- period of
five or ten yeals, ‘will hence appear te

be a yery madequate criterion: by Whlch‘
to Judge of its. real. progrefs in popu-
lation.

This proportion certainly fhews.

the rate-- Of in'creafe "du'ring ‘tho"fe 'ﬁv’é

11111

thence mfer, what hac. been thc m-'

- creafe for the twenty years before, or

what " would. be - the increafe for the

twenty years. after, Dr. Price @bfer»es,'

that Sweden, Norway, Rufsia, and - the °
'kmgdom of Naples, are. mcxeaﬁnov fafts

but the extraé“tg fgom aevlﬂers that he
has givep, are not for penods of fuﬁimen{: |
extent to-eftablifh the faét.” Itis hlgh}y o
probable, hewever, t t:hat Sweden, Norway,
and. Rufsia, are really ;ncreaﬁng in thejr
populatlon, though not at the: rate
that the proportlon of births to busz

for the ﬂ;ort pemods that Dr. Price takes
' would

........
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-~ would - feem to fhew“‘ " Tor five “years,-

: ‘":cndmfr in 1777, the’ ploportlon of births

to buuals in -the- Lmodom -of I\aples,‘

’~qu 144 to 100 ;- but” thele is.. reafon to

fuppofc, tlnt this prop01t10n would .in-
-~ dicate an 1llcre'1fe ‘thuch’. greater‘than
- would be rcally found to h'we taken
place in- tlnt Lmrrdom duunv a perlod

of a:hundred’ ycns. »

r. Short compared the . regifters . of

3 mzmy ullages and market towns in Eng-

- land“for two perlods, the firft, - from
'_,Oueen Elizabeth to. the middle- of . the
aft centmy, 'md the. fecond; from (hf-
» fment years at’ the - end of the laft . cen-
‘tuxy, to- th(, m1ddle of ‘the plefent
_And from ‘a2 companfon of - thefc ex-

tr ‘1&s, it '11)pe'11s, tlnt in- thc fmmer pe-
. * See Dr. Price’s Obfervétions, 2 Vc-)l 'Poﬁfcr/if)t
to the contxoverfy on the populﬂ.tlon of England and

e 4 Lz

\(V'dcs ' T
’ " riod

.
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" 1iod - the’ blrths e*(ceedcd thc buxmls in-

the plOpOltlon fof 124 101003 butiin
the latter, * only i ‘the': plOpOlthD of
111 t0:100.:Dr.! Pricet thmks ‘that:the
: reglf’tels in:‘the-former period  ate not to
" be depended: upon, but,’ probaoly, in
tlils “inftance; they do'not-.give incor:
rect: propbrtibhs: At leatt, “there ‘are
many " reafons  for 5'ét}5?&i11g to - find “a
gxeatel ‘excefs of -births.above the bufials
“in-the’ former- peuod than".in: the- Jlatter.

In the: natural’ pr oglefsv of 'the" popula-

' UOQ ‘of "any..country, more" good- land

“will,:caeteris paribus #, be taken into culs

K tivzitidn""ixi ‘the ear]iél‘ ftagesiof. it“thf:in‘

; * T fay cateris pfmbus, becaufe the mcreafe of the |
producc of any country will always very grent[y de-
pend on the fpmt of mdufhy that prevalls, and " the
“Way in VVthh it is dire&ed. <! The knowledge and
habxts of. the people, and other temporary caufes, par-
txcularly the degree of c1v1l liberty and equallt} ex-
1ﬂ:mg at the txme, muft always hzwe mext mﬂuf‘nce in_
excttmg and dxrcétmg thlS fpmt. S

-

n
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in the later.

~,'tional _yearly increafe of ‘produce, will
almoft mvar;ably be fellowed by a greater

propor uonal increafe of populatlon. But,

naturally give the excefs of blrths above -
the burials greater at the end of Quéen

Elizabeth’s reign, than -in.the -middle

- of the prefent century, T cannot help
thinking that the accafional ravages of
the plague in the. former period, muft |

have had fome . tendency -to  increafe

this -proportion.  If an average of ten

years had been taken in the intervals

of the returns of this dreadful drforder

Corif the years of plague had been re-

jected as accrdental the rcglf’cers would
certamly give the ‘proportion of births
to. burials too high for the real- average

few years after the great plague 'ip ‘
1666, it is probable that ‘there was a

more

And a greater . propor-

For fome -

more: than” ufusl excels of births above
burials, partxcularly if  Dt. Price’s opr-

“nion ‘be_ foun ded that Erigland was more

populous at the 1evolut10n (which' hap-
pened only 22 years afterwards) than

i lrt 1s at prefent

Mr. ng, in 1693 ftated the p;o_,‘ =
“portion of the births to’ “the burrals R

Londor, - as» l_la to 100.° Dr.
makes it, in the thiddle of the -prefent
aentury, 111 to 100, mcludmg Lon~

do“r'r.‘ “The- proportron in  France for .
ﬁve yeaxs, endmw in 1774, was 117 to
100, " If thefe ftatements are near the

truth and if there are no very great Vi~

fidtions at partrcuhr pCI'lOdS in the pro--

- portions, it would appear, that the po-~

. pulation of France. and England has ac~

'commodatcd itfelf very ‘nearly to the

' lver‘we produce of each country The-
’ | : dlf- -
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| throuorhout the ngdom,' excluﬁve of
Short
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difcouragements. to ma-rriq'cre; the confe-

quent vicious habifs, - W’ll’, Iu\uly, the

filent thou<“h = ceit"un depopulatlon of

Iangc towns, and, the: clofe hab1t*1t1ons,

.'md mfufﬁment food of many. of - the

*

poor, plcvent populatlon from mmeaﬁng;;

beyonu the mems of fubﬁﬁence and,

i T mw ufe an ‘exprefsion which . cer-

tunly at ficft appeals {trange, fupewede :
the nece{mty of. great "and 1avagmg epl-»i'.

demics to reprefs - what is ‘redundant.
ch a~ waf’unw pla<rue to fweep oﬁ
two 11111110113 in El]ol'lnd

lions. in I‘xance, thele can be no doubt

~whatever, . that atte1 the mhabltants had "

., recoverced ﬁom the dle'ldful ﬂlOCk, the

A

proportion of bnths to- burlals ‘would be
much above what it Is in elthel counuy
at plefent |

\

o

.<In. \ew Jerfey, the proportlon of-
bxrths to deaths on an average of feven

i years,

'md ﬁ\*' mll-' :
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> .

yeals,,endmcr m 1743 ‘was- as 300 to:
-100. In France and Envhnd
the hloheft propmtlon, it s as 117 to

akmg

- 100. Gxeat ‘and aftomﬂnng as this: dlf—

-

e

- every, 1nqumng mind.

ference is, we ouo'ht not tobe fo Wonder-'

ftmek .at it, . as"to attlvbute it to the
muaculous 1nte1poﬁt10n of heaven. The
C'lufes of 1t arc not 1emote, L,tent 'md
myftcnous, but near us, 1ound about
us, and open to the" lllV"ﬁlodthIl of
1t accoxds W1th
the moft liberal. fpirit ot phllofophy, to
fuppofe that hot a ftone can fall, or a
plant rife, Wlthout the mnnednte agency
of d1V1ne power. But we kuow from
expenence, that thefe OpCIatIOHS of Wh’lt
we Callinatuxe h'we been condu&ed al-
moﬁ 1nva1mbly accordmg to ﬁxed laW

Aud ﬁnce the world begm, ‘the caufc
of populatxon 'md depopuldtlon have pro=
bably been as conf’cant as 'my of the

Coea la\
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laws  6f nature wrth whxch wé are acel

for 4 mornent doubt it.

AN HSEAY 8N [

| qualnted ‘ P

P A

The pz’ifsié"ﬁ between the féxes ias
dppéired in every age to bé fo mearly

the 'féfné; that it may ah’v’éyé' be éon-

fidered, in algebralc Ianguagé is 4 given

quantrty

mg in dny country beyond the food
wliich it can éither produce or dequire,
is a law, fo open to ouf ¥iew, {6 ob-
‘fvrous and evident  tc our‘ underﬁandmgs,

andfo complettly conﬁrmed by the ex~

‘(perrcnce of evéry age, that We eafindt -

The drfferent
mooes which fidturs takes te prevent,

or reprefs a redundant populahon, dé

fiot Appéar, mdeed t6 us 16 certam and
regular § but though we' cdiifot &IWays
predict the siode, We mdy with -cer-

taiity prediét: the fac. If the _propor-

o tron'

e e T T S etaiedg ot

The great Iaw of necefsrty’

R 7 R e S e e

——

———— e

T7

1t10n of. brrths to:, deaths for apfew years,
mdlcate an. mcreafe -of numbcrs -much -
beyond the . pI¢ portional mcreafed LOL |
Aaoqulred produce of the countr y, We may - |
.. be.perfedtly certam, that unlefs:ar, emh’
" gration takes; placc, ‘the; deatlys will

ﬂrortly exeeed the buths, a,nd that. the

'A1ncreafe that had taken plaqe for ‘9 fcw“

LLLLL

'thezc ‘no other depopulatmg “eaufes,
every Country would, without doubt; be
fubjc& to. perrodlcal peftilences:; or ; iifas

mmCS I S T IR Y E SRS ’A._«,«.r!.%.,f-;‘.-u-a
PO SRR PRUPRAING X 9.r,‘.,;.‘ 3,;3
A R

. e e [N PR .\ L e e Wile e
L T R Witaas PRI a Ll )

| . e . g EE )

The -only true critcrion’ of -as.real
and permanent =1ncrcafe 't thefpopu~

.htron of any : country,;rs the increafe
of .the means’ of fubﬁﬁence. - But: even

this criterion is fubje@ . to fomg". light”
varmtlons, Wthh are,

'plctely open to our: view ‘and- obferva- :

PRINCIPLE OF . PQP.ULATION. . 129

however, dicomis

~ tions. _




~—

’
roo

'ijo, ;.¢=:_:-'ng,‘Es‘s"AY?‘o'N.'-TH._E PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION. .131' .

) 'txons “ Inufome ”’TEbtfnt."ri‘es "'pe‘pﬁgletibn. 7'7 | : me'ms of fubﬁﬁenee, that the average
~ produce of it is but barely fufficient " to
fupport the hves of .the 1nhab1tants,_ s
Sany: deﬁcxehcy ﬁom the "badnefs of fea- E
~fons - muft ‘be - fatal. - It It probqble that.
\the; very - ﬂugal manner in * which* ‘the. .
Gentoos are-in the habit of - hvmg, con-

tnbutes in fome degree to the famines of
Indoﬂan.. "~'; ' At ‘.f'-‘ " C

; ‘appears to ~have -been’ foreed 3 ~that s, -
o lthe people have been habltuated by de<-

-grees ' to . Jlive: almoﬂ: upon ‘the fmalleﬁ“ 1
'pofmble quantlty of . food There muﬁ N |

Thave been - perlods in: fuch ‘countries -
wlhiern . populatlon increafed permmently, |
without” an, increafe *'in” ‘the  means -of
’fubﬁf’cence Chifia eerns to" anfwer to - K
“this defcnptlon.-,‘_ If the accountsi we .

!

In Amex 1ca, ‘whete the reward” of la—
" bour: is at’ prefent ‘fo hberal the lower"
Claﬁ'es mlght retrench Very conﬁderably

“in @ year’ ‘of fcarmty, ‘'without materlally o
dxftrefsmg themfelves "A" famine' there-

a +fore feems to. be- almoﬁ im(pbfsible.f It

B L may be expe&ed that in the! progrefs
“ofithe’ populatlon of Amenca, ‘the Ia-g
bomexs will i in :time - be much’ lefs liber- :
aHy rewarded “The numbers: will‘in . thxs -
eafe penmnently mcreafe, thhout :L

N ~ K 2 L . pro~

have of “it:are to be truﬁed the lower
claffes of . people are in " the- habxt of‘_k
living almoft: upon' ' the fmalleﬁ pofsible :
quantity of . food, and are ghd to - get’
any putrid offals’ that European 1'1- \.

bourers would rather ,ﬁalv_e “than cat. ”

The. law in China - which permits. ipa-
“rents to e‘(p’efe their children, has tended -
jprincipally . thus to force the " pOpUl’lthI’}.‘
A nation:in - tlns ftate muﬁ necellarily . )
‘be: fubjc& to: fammes ‘Where a-country - -
s’ xfo populous proportwn to ithe

.-;.-:ep:i A a2 mems

e
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proportional increafe - in'the means of

fubfiftence. -

. I
] EE

“In t"he different States of z'«;El'ltdpe"t'here L

muft ‘be. fome. variations. in the propor- .

tion between the number of 1nhab1tants,

and the quantity of food confumed; arif-

ang {rom 'the different habxts of hvmg |

- that pxevall in cach State.
of the South of “England are {o accui-
' .tonyed, to,‘catﬁne wheaten bread, that

'they will fuffer themfelves to be half
ftarved, before they will fubmlt to live

-hke the Scotch - peafants | T‘ley mlght

‘ .pexlnps m time, by. the conftant operam'

‘tion of "the hard law._of ‘necefsity, : be

‘reduced . to -live even like the lower

. Chinefe
“with the fame quantity;of food, fupport
But to. effe{ft this

:-and the country 'Woulﬂ ‘then,

« a greater, population. -

~muft always be a ‘moft dlfﬁcult and

b T S every

The labourers

. abortive . ‘attempt, -

\
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every fuend to humamty W111 hope, an

Nothlmr 18} {o com-

,mon: as to hear .of encouraoements that

ought to be given to popu]atlon If thc |

, tendency of mank‘md to incteafe be’ fo

| fupport it.

great as I’ have reprefented it:to ‘be, it

may appezn ﬁranrre that: this - mcreafe

does not come. when it is thus 1cpeatedly' L

called for. The true reafon 18, | tha,t the'
demand for a greater. population ‘is made
without pleparmo the funds neceffaxy to
Increafe the. demand- for’

agrxcultural labour ‘by: promoting : cult1-

“vation, and with it confequently n- -

creafe the: produce of the coun’uy, and
amehola,te the condmon of . the labourel,

and no- 'Lpprehenﬁons whatex er need be

entertained of - the plopomoml mc1e(1fe.~
of populatlon 'y An attempt to cffect th1s

-purpofe ‘in. any, other \my s vicious,

@cxud,»and tymnmcal, and-in ,any. Tfrate

-;pf tolu‘lble ﬁeedom cannot. thel efme fuc-

e oo K8 cccd.
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ceed It may appear to be the intereft -
of the rulers, and the rich. of a State, to
force population, and ‘thereby lower‘the -

price of - labour, " and’ coiifequently the .
expence of ‘fleets and ' armies, and -the |
coﬁ of mdnufa&ures for- forelgn fale: but .
cvexy attempt of the kind fhould be -
carefully watched and frenuoufly refifted -
by the friends ‘of -the -poor, particularly |
when it comes under -the - deoeitf‘ul"gmb,

“of bencvolenee, and js- hkely, on that

- account, to be cheerfully, and- Cordlally .

rccelved by the common people

I :entirely' ‘acquit Mr. “Pitt -of ‘any

finifter intention in that claufe of his
poor bill which allows a thilling a week -

to every labourer for each child he has.

above three. I ‘confefs, that before the

~ bill was broﬁght into Paﬂiamerit and for
. {ome time - after, I thouvht that - fuch

3 regulatlon would be hwh]y beneﬁcxal

but

e e T

~ -
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. - but’ fuxther rcﬂe&xon on the fubje& has

convmced ‘me, “that - 1f 1ts objeé’t ‘be ito
better the condmon of the : poor, itvis

 calculated o’ defeat -the svery . .purpofe
wluch 1it! has . m VleW S5 It has 0o ten-
" dency. that Tsican dlfCOVCI‘ to: mcreafe*“f‘ |

the produce of the..country ; .and:if 1t‘,, L

tend to mcreafe population, without in- .
creaﬁnfr the ploduce, the neceﬂary and |
1nev1t'1b1e confequence appears toithe,
that "the fame produce muft: be: dmded
among a -greater: _number, ' “and : confe-

quently that a days labourwill - pur-:,'

1chafe a fmaller quantlty of provlﬁons,
~ and the poor therefore in general muft be |
more. d1ftrefred Sk

[EEARAY

P

- I hive ‘mentioned fome cafes, Where
populatlon -may- " permanently 1ncreafe,'
without.a proportional increafe - in the
me'ms of fubfiftence.'- But 1t ‘is* eudent
that the Varntlon in dxfferent States,

= - K 4 - between
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betweenv«the food: }and the numbers fup?
pprted byiit; 1s reftriéted torailimit’ be-
gfond ‘which : 1t' cannof:ipafs: - In every
country, ‘the populatlon of ‘whichiis not
abfolutelyrdecreaf ings 1thé food imuift :be
neceﬂhnly fufﬁment to >fupport, and to

ﬂontmue, the race of. labourers.,,.,,.; s

Dot oellntiong

PR N
aad \-. PR

Y Othel, clreumﬁances bemw the fame;'

it imay be afﬁrmed,' ,rthat countrles are
{populous, 4 accordlng to the. quant1ty of

human ‘food Wthh :they  produce ;: ‘and :

ha;ppy,laocordmrr 1o the; hberahty with
which-that food: is divided,’: .or. the quans
ity wh;chg:t days Tabour will. purchafe. |
Corn’ countries are more. populots- than
paﬁme countnes ; and. - rice countrles,
'1.1}9‘1‘8 poqu]ous than corn: countrles.» The
lands in; England are not- ﬁuted to: rice,
but they: would al} - bear pohtOCS' ‘and
Dr. Adam Smith obferves, that if po ta~

foes were to become the favounte Veo‘eta~

feald o . .b.!.e.

. . o PRENEN
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ble food -of the common peoplc, and. if

| the fame quantlty of hnd was employed
in thelr culture, as' is now employed

mn the cultule vof ' ‘corn, the country

‘would be-able to. fupport a'much 0‘16‘1t€r

| popuhtmn ;.and would eonfequently in

a very thort tlme have 1t
The happmefs of ‘a country does not

depend abfolutely, tpon  its’ poverty or

its rlches, upon 1ts- youth, or -its aoe, :

‘upon 1ts bemg thinly, or fully 1nhab1ted

‘f‘but upon the rapidity ‘with ‘which it is

1nc1eaﬁn upon ‘the decrree in VVthh ;

the: yearly 1n01eafe of food appro"tehcs to
the yearly 1ncreafe of '111 umeﬁuéted
popula‘uon. ThlS approxlmatlon 15 al-
ways the neareﬁ in new colomes, where
‘the. knowledge ‘and mduftry of ‘an’ old.

State, ‘operate on the fertile ‘unappro-

prlated land of a new one. In other cafes, :

the youth or the age of a State is not in
| | this

" -

R
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: t}us re{pe& of . very great nnportance.

It 18! probab}e, that the food of . Great‘
Brrtam is divided in. as grcat plenty to_

* the mhabxtants, at: the prefent period, as

.1t was twe thoufand three thoufand,. or

four thoufand years ago. ,And there' 15

. reafon to beheve that the poor and thm]y;
mhabxtecf trats of the Scotch nghhnds,

are as mueh diftvefled by an overcharged

‘pepulation, as the rich and populous pro~ -

vmce ofFlande}s L

. Were a.country never to be over-run

by a people more advanced in zrrts, but

left to its. own natural progrefs in c1v1hza-- ;

tion ; from the time that its p1oduce
mlght be confidered ds an unit, to the

trme that it mwht be cenfidered as a -

mitlion, durmg the Iapfe of many hun-

dred years, there would not. be a fingle
perrod when the m"xfs of the people

~could

~'could :be faxd to: be ree: from dxﬁrefs,

ferther dxre&ly or mduegﬁy, for’ ‘want of
. food.  Inevery State in; Europe,: fince
| Jwe have firft: had accounts of:it,: mrlhons
_' and mrlhons of human exrﬁences “have

been repreﬂ'ed from this: ﬁmple caufe,,

though perhaps in"fome of thefe States,:
~an abfolute famme has never been.

T AR T S
: [ ‘i.,'.i E G R
known. Tt VR A S
SO IRL EDR SN R T B Eh S

— I‘amme feems to he the laﬁ the moﬁ:

dreadful refource of nature.-l The power

of populatxon is fo fuperror to the. power B '

in the earth to produce fubfiftence’ for

fman, that premature death muft in {fome

fhape or . other . vifit . the human race.

The v1ces of mankmd are a&tive and able

minifters of depopulatlon.. They are the :
precurfors in the great army of deftruc-

tion ;. and often finifh the dreadful work
themfelves. But fhould they 1 fall in this
war of extermmat;on, ﬁckly feafons, ep}-

demlcs, o
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demlcs, pethence, and. plague, advance
" “in “terrific arrav, -and fweep-. off thelr

r'thou{ands and ten thoufands.- ShOuld fucs

.cefs be ﬁlII mcomplete glérantlc 1nev1ta,-

.....

. one: mlghty blaw, Ievels the pepulatlon
Ve with the food of. the world TR

) “::_:,.)’ . KRR .‘,, P e - .A,:,,e4of’\

H .
\_-"—‘~.-'

Muﬁ it not then be acknowledged by
an attentive e\ammer of the hlﬁones of
mahkmd ‘that jn every age and in every
Statelin’ Wthh rman ‘has; emfted ;or. doeq
nOW emf’c O it Gl lnie e

e ey R L
. ) Sl RS A ERE PRI
R L RN ..é.,h:‘n;.i;.
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That the 1ncreafe -of .zpopulation . is
neceffanly lnmted by: the ‘means of fub~
ﬁﬁence. i SN Lo ML 5

Chiw .. ; ¢

W 1‘ hat populauon does mvarlably =
| -"—creafe wheii: the ineans of fubﬁﬁencc in-
And IR TEI

- . . - N

-b*: - .;s Sed
.

creafe.
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Pan{crrLE OF: _POPUL‘A‘I‘ION. ' Ml
.
That the fupérlor power of populatxon L
is reprefled, and the a&ual populatxon \
| kept equal to the ‘means of fubﬁﬁence by
,rmfely 'md vice. ' A K
, . e,
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CHAP VIII

T

M. IVallace -—Error of ﬁzppzf ing tbat tf)e d ﬁculty
arifing [rom poupulation is -at a great di diftance —Mr,
Condorcet’s fetch of the progrq/} of the human mind.—
- Period when the ofcillation, mentioned by M. Con-
dorcet, oagbt to be dpphed to the bumari race.

To a _perfon who, draWs/ the preceding
'vaious‘ inferences, from a view of the paft
“dnd prefent ftate of hiankind, it cannot
but be a matter of- aﬁomfhment, that all
the wnters on the perfeéhbxhty of man
; and of fomety, who have noticed the ar-

gument of an overcharged populatlon, .v

treat it always very.- ﬂlghtly, and inva«

N "nably reprefent the difficulties arifing

from it, as at. a great and almoft immea-
- furable dlﬁance. .Even Mr. Wallace, who

\thought the argument itfelf of fo much |

Welght as to deftroy his whole fyftem of

; equahty,dxd not feem to be aware that any -

dlfﬁCulty -

Pf{INCIPLE oF- POPULATION. T?IVJ‘.-S.

fdifﬁculW would * occur from thls caufe, g
k ~,~_t111 the whole carth had been: cultivated

lrke a garden, and . was ancapablqpf any
‘fmther mcreafe of produce. ‘Were this .
really the cafe, and Were a beautiful
o fyﬁem of equallty in othe1 1efpe&s pr"uc-
“ticable, - 1 ‘cannot ° ‘think that our: aldour
“1n the purfmt of fucha fcheme ought to-
| ’be damped by the contemplatlon of fo re-
N ‘.mote a dlfﬁcu]ty ~ An event ~at- fucha
dlﬁ'mce might falrly ‘be left to: prova-
‘dence: but- the truth 18, that if - thf: l
view of the arcrument gwen in this eﬁay
 be Juﬁ the dlfhculty fo . far from being

remote, Would be mlmment .and - imme-

diate. At every. penod dllllllb the pro--
,gr(fs of cultivation, - from the prefent

‘__moment to the time when the whole

carth  was bccome hke a garden,. thx, :

difirefs for want of food would be con«
.ﬁant y- prcfmng on all mankmd, xt they

were cqual. TI*ough thc ploduce of thp

e —————
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puIatlon would be incr (nﬁnor much faﬁer :

1cp1eﬂed by the peuodlcal or conﬁant ac-

’

tion of mlfery or wce. .

'M_’r.‘." Condorc'et"s" "E‘fqu.il‘fc d’un tableatz
fure 'of that cruel profcription which ter-

its mtereﬁmg I’mnce in hlS f'u'our, it 1s
a ﬁngulm mﬁanee of the attpchmcnt of 4

man to prmc1ples, Wthh everv days ex-

dl&ulo'

fand yeqrs, dcb"tfed by fuch a fermeqta-
'txon of dlfouftmg pafswns of fear cru-
- "el_ty, malice, revenge, ambitibn, mad-

nefs,

.,;fé".’l

| earth nught be mcreaﬁng everv year, po-

‘and the redund'mcy muft neceﬁ'arlly be-

hiftorique des progres de efprit humainy -

was written, it is faid; under the pref-

numted 1n his death. If he had no hopca.

of its bemg feen duung lns hfe, and of

peucnce was {0 fatwllv for hlmfelf contran -
To fee the humm mind i n one’
of thc moft cnllohtened natxons of the'

\vorld and after a hpfe of fome thou-

_.nefs, and folly“asnvould have dlfgraced
the moft favage, nation in’ the. moft barba~

Arous acre, muft: have been fuch ‘a tremen-

-dous ihock to: his ideas, of -the, neceﬁ'aly

and. 1nev1table proglefs of, the. humm

mmd that nothmcr but the ﬁrmef’c con-

 viction of the; truth of . h1s pr1nc1ples, in

Ctood. LT
. ‘; FN .‘1,\ PR A « .‘:-‘.‘i‘ Wt 00

A‘~1|"|e~{;::"(‘ i N T PR T e
L 4.) ISR e £y4, Y i Sy g

PRI PENSMIEE I 4 PRV S TRy ‘“y
: it ‘,

. T/This pofthiimous piiblication, is-only a
L S ] ;“‘ .':“ : '»
~ fketch’of-a much largertwdrk,» which:he

propofed fiould ' be executed.: It necef=
farily, thelefore, ‘wants’ that detall, and
apphcatlon, which cani-alone ptove the

truth of *any theory. ' A few obfervations

will be: fufﬁment to fhew how com- ‘

pletely the theory iy eontradléted “when
it s applied, to: the real, and not to an.
11n'1g111ary ﬁate of thmgs, |

L o ‘,  "'~5 - In
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| fplte of :all appearances, could have Wlth— |
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“In. the laft dmﬁon of the work whleh
' trewts'of ithe -nfutme~p100*refs ~of ‘man- to= -
ards perfeé‘aon, he fdys, ‘that comparing,
."z*, the’ sdifférent civilized: natlons of: Eu-
| rope; e %&ual populatlon W1th the ‘ex-
@it of” tet r1t01y . and obferving. thexr cul-

tivation,” theu‘ induftry, their: lelﬁOllS of

'rlabour, and thelr means of {ubﬁﬁence, .

we fhiall feé that it would be nnpofsnble to

pieferve the fame" me'ms _ of fubfiftence, |

and, confequently the fame’ populatmn,‘

v'wdhout a number cof - mdmdualc, who .

have mo- other; means of - fuppkymg theu'

K rwa”ﬁts;"-“‘ tlian'-.tllen' :mduﬁry.'? Having’ ‘-‘ﬂb

lowed ‘the mecefsity of ‘fuch a:clafs of

men, and. advertmg afterwards to the pre-

. C‘lllOl\S  revenue® of thofe famthes that |

awould: depénd fo ent1re1y ‘on the life'and

health of then clncf *,'he fays,very Juﬁly,
SR L%‘ ¢ The1

»obre A
“
. ]

- .T o fave time ‘afd -'lo:ng "quotations, I ’ﬂmll ‘here
give the fubﬁ'mce of fome of Mr, Condorcets fcnw

4 timents,
{

e N P A YR g £
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il lhere exxﬁs then, a neeeﬂaxy caufe of
mequahty, of dependence and . even of’

mxfery ‘which menacgs, ‘without ceaﬁng,

~the moﬁ numerous and 'ufhve clafs of our

fOCLetIeé. The ~difficulty IS>Juﬁ and

'weH ﬂated and I am afraid ‘that - the.
mode bV Wluch,,.he propofes 1t ﬂlould '

be- 1emoved Wlll be ; found 1nefﬁcamous.,

By 'che appheatxon of calculatlons to the.

probabxhtles of .life, - and the mtereft of
money ‘he propofes that a fund fhould be
eﬁabhﬂled, m’hmh fhould aﬁure 1o, the

old an . afs1ﬁance produced in part by

thezr own former favmvs, and rin . part,
by the favmgs ‘of - 1nd1V1dual

they reap ‘the beneﬁt of it.- The fame

or.a ﬁrmlar fund, thould give afs1f’mnee to

( ‘ ".5;-';

ments),ard hope I ﬂmH not mrfreprefent them,
but I refer the reader to the fwork xtfelf w}nch W111
amafe, if it does not cdxwmce him. =

/- . . .*'-! v ' [

L2 vomen

ot

"who in
? ma.lung the fame . faenﬁce, d1e befoxe
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; | women and chrldren, who lofe thelr huf«“ |
bands, or fathers; “and- aﬁ"ord a caprtal‘ :
to thofe who ‘were of an age to found a‘

‘hew famrly, fufﬁczent for the proper ded

bh{hments he obfelves, mlght be made, 1n |
the name, and under the proteé’aon of the K

| focrety Gomg it further, he fays, that
"by the' Juﬂ: apphcatron of calculatrons,

- vmeans mrght be found of mote completely' |
| prefervrng a flate of equahty, by~ pre-a

Venting * crecllt from bemg the exclufive

v‘puvrlege of oreat fortunes, and yet glv-:

mglit a baﬁs equally {olid, and by ren-

dermg the progrefs of mduﬁry, and the' |

| wfaéhvrty of commerce, lefs dependent o1
,gxeat Caprtahﬁs. -

N " L - kS o -
e I T
VLTl h G sl aen R 2 A ZH ST PTE R S

s

Such eﬁabhfhments and calculatlons, )

. ras Higr 200 !ll@ 3 )
:may appear \«ery promlﬁnt" _upon paper;

ibut When apphed to, real hfe, .they will

- bc found to be abfolutely nucratory Mr

......... .

\ - Condorcet |

/
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Ky Condorcet allows, that a clafs of pe0ple,
.'whlch mamtams 1tfelf entzrely by in- .

duﬁry, 1‘s neceﬁ"ary to every ﬁate. Why'

T 'does he allows thls? No other reafon can, '

‘ Well be afsrgned than that he concelves

that the labour neceﬁ'ary to procure fub-~

‘-‘ﬁ{tence fox an extended populatron, will
_not be performed wrthout the goad of
'necefsrty If by eﬁabhfhrnents of - this

»"lund thls fpur to lnduﬁry be removed
. .1f the 1dle and the neghgent are placed
- upon. the fame footmg with regard to -
1 .thelr credlt and the future fupport of -
thelr wives and fannhes, as the aéhve

and- Jndul’cuous .can - we expe& to feec

‘men  exert that animated . aéhvrty in

'lbettenng theu condrtron, _Wthll now;l

forms the maﬁer fpring of . pubhc prof-”'
peuty If an 1nqu1ﬁt10n were. to - be

: eftabhfhed, to exam}ne the clanns of each .
| '»mdrvrdual mcl to determmc whether he
- had or h’ld not e\;erted h1mfelf to the

PR
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{

utmoﬁ ‘and to‘or'mt or refufe afsﬁ’c-;'
, 'mce accordmg]y, ‘this would be little"
clfe than alepetrtron upon a hrger fcale
- of the Enfrhfh _poor ]aws, and would be

completc]y deﬁruéhvc of the true prmcr-

. ples of hberty and equahty

But mdependent of thlS great ob]ec-

tron to thefe eﬁabhﬂlments, and fuppo-

ﬁng for a moment that they would O‘IVC

no check to produChve mduﬁry, by ;

far

: behmd

\Vcre evuy man fure of a (,omforta.ble

“plonhon for a famlly, almof’c every man'

W ould have one; and were the rifin; g ge- -

_'neratlon free from the “ klllmrr froft” of

| mrfu‘y, populatron muft lapldly increafe.
Of thls, Mr.

‘fully awnre hnnfelt

Condorcct feems to e

_ deforrbed further 1mprovements, he fays, -

ﬁ‘ But |

the oreateﬁ: dlfnculty remains yct‘

1nd ‘after h'mnfr

PRINCIPLE OF. POPULATION. *151

i k8 But m this proorefs of 1nduﬁry and

‘ hqppmefs, e'tch genemhon wrll be called _
to 11101e extended enJoyments, ;'md
confequence, by the phyﬁcﬂ conﬁltu-
-tion ot the hum‘ln fmme,,to an m-
| ’;01eafe n the number of llldIVIdu’lls. ’Vqu’c
-not thele arrive a peuod then, vhon
thefe laws, equally neceﬁdry {hall coun-
teraét each other’ When the mcreafe
;of the number of men furpafsmcr therr.
means pf fubﬁﬁence, the neeefﬁlry re-
‘nut1on of happmefs and populatlon,t %r
movement truly retrograde, or at leaft,
“a kind of ofcrllatlon between vood and’
evdP In focretres arr1ved at tlns ferm, will
not thrs ofcﬂlatlon be a eonﬁantly fubﬁ(t-;
ing- caufe of- perrodlcal mrfery?‘ Will" it
not malk the hm1t When all further qme- |
homtlon w111 become 1mpofsrble, 'md
pomt out that telm to. the perieéhbllrty
pf the human 1ace, Wthh 1t may rcneh_

',L‘i ‘in
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I-Ie then adds, N

Lée There 1s no perfon who does nm |
fee how vefy ddhnt fuch ‘a perlod 1s" R
ﬁom us-~but ﬂnll we . ever arrwe at?It?"

’It xs equaHy 1mpof31ble to plonounee for. ‘,

'or agamﬁ the tuture reahzatlon of ‘an

"'event wlnch cannot take place, but‘at ‘-

‘an zera, When the human race w111 have

‘att'uned 1mp10Vements, of Wthh we can -

at plefent fcarcely form a (‘on(‘epuon.

Mr. Condorcets pléhll‘(‘) of' what may
‘fbe expe&ed to happen when the number

" of men | {hall furpafs the me"ms of theu

>Iubﬁf’tence, 1s Jufﬂy drawn The' ofcﬂla-
‘tion whlch he defenbes, W1ll certalnly

’mke phce, and vnH thhout Ioubt be‘

2 conﬁdntly fubﬁftmg caufe of peuo

chffer from ’V[r, Condoxcet Wxth reoald

to

in ‘the ! courfe of ages, but ean neve;- .

: fi{rﬁtrriz "o'F' ‘P’oi:U‘LVA'rioN. | 153
o’ thls pl&ure,'ls, the penod when it
-may be apphed to the human 1ace. Mr. -
lbly be apphcable, but at an—.aela €X-
Ytremely dlﬁant CIf thes propomon be-
. tween the natural 1r}ereafe of popuh-
v"'latlon and food, wlnoh I have 01ven, .
'th in* any degree near the uutb,v
| ‘Wlll appear, ‘on “the: eontmry, that the
. »perlod ‘when :the- number of men ful pafs
f_:thexr ~means +-of - fubﬁﬁenee, has Iong .'
fince an‘lvedn and that this . neceﬁ”axy.
'-ofcdlatlon, thls conﬁantly fu,bﬁfhng caufe
of penodlcal mlfery has emﬁed cver
',lfﬁnce ‘we - have ‘had any hlﬁoues of
~»mankmd does e*uﬁ at prefent and wﬂl -
for ever, eontmue to ex1ﬁ unlefs fome
, demded ‘change take place, m the phy—

, ﬁcal conﬂltutlon of our natule. o

M Condorcet however, goes on to

fly, that ﬂwuld the peuod ‘which he
CO!lCClVCu
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concewes to be {o- drﬁant, ever arrrve,

the’ human race, and the advocates for
the perfeéhbrhty of man, need not be"
| ‘alarmed at it.. He then proceeds to re-
-move the dxfﬁculty in a manner, which I
_'_plofefa not to underftand.: Havmcr ob-
ferved, that the ridiculous - prejtxdrces of
'fuperﬁrtlon, ‘would by that-. time hav
ceafed to throw over morals, a corrupt o
and. degradmg au{lenty “he alludes, er-
‘ther to a.promrfcuqus__concubrnage, whrch" '
“would . preveri-t l)re'ed_ihgn,jqr to 1 olinethilng'
elfe as unnatural. - To .remlai'ié the diffi-
‘culty in ‘this- way, will, furely, in" the
; :opin.ib'n of moft men,' be, . to deftroy that
-V1rtue, and purrty of . manners, whtch the .

advocates of. equahtsr and of the per-

' 1e€trl}1hty of ‘man, protefs to be the en.lv

l

and object of their. vrews‘ .y

,_ ?RI\'C'I'?"LE oF: POPULATIO\T. ,il5_5‘

o A

CHAP IX SRR
.!l[r. Condorcet s con_/eo‘?ure concernmg the orgamc per- 3
: feﬂzbzlzty of “many-and ‘the indefinite. prola;zgatzon of
- buman_life.~Fallacy of the. argummt, ‘which infers

. an mzlmzztea’ pragrq/} from a. partml zmpwwment

the limit of which “cannat " be afeertained, illuftrated
' in-the breeding - of ammal:, and. the cultz-vatzan of
plant: ‘

RN TS TN AT ,':.f'.'er L .
s E T s [ oot I
)

THE laﬁ que{hon whleh Mr. Condorcet, |
propofes for examlm‘uon, is, -the mg'um, ‘
. perfeéhblhty of man.” “He obfe‘r‘v"es, that
'1t the proofs Whrch Thave been alreadyf’
_rrrven, and wlnch, in theu' development_
»Wlll recerve greater force in the wor k 1t
‘felf are Aufficient to eﬁabh{h the mdeﬁ-
nite perfeéhbrhty of man, upon the fup- |
'poﬁtlon,‘ of - the fame natural frcultres,'
ind the fame orgamzatlon which he has
at prefent' what will be’ the cert'unty
What the -extent of our hope,  if this

,orframaatlon, ‘thefe’ ,natural facultles
o | therpf

‘. oo |
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themfelves, are fufcept;ble pf amehoram

tmn ?

\
s

‘From the 1mprovement of medlcme*
from the ufe of more wholefome food |

‘and habltatlons, ﬂom a manner of lw-

ing Wthh will 1mprove the fhength of

| the body by e\erc1fe, Wlthout 1rnpamng_ '
jtby. excefs; from the deﬁruéhon of the
~two great caufes of the deg1adat10n Of ‘

man, mxfery, and too oreat nches 3 from

’the O‘Fadual lemoval of t1anf1111f31ble and

contaglous d1f01ders, by the nnprovement o

of. phyﬁcal knowledge rendewd more

: efﬁeaewus, by the procrlefs of 1e'1fon and
of foc1a1 order 3 he 1nfers, that though
‘man wxll not qbfolutcly become Immor-
‘tal, yet. that the du:atlon between Ins |
bxrth and nz}i;}ral dcath, wﬂl \mmeafe“
lthhout ce’tﬁng, \ull have no’ af31gmble
_A,‘tejm, and may properly be expleffcd by
‘.-;fhe wmd mdeﬁmte.', : He then dcﬁnes ~

V

L ERNOR . : ? ; ' thls

f .any afsxonable qu‘mtity L .,{; 9\7\5"?*‘4
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this Word to mean, e1the1 a” conﬁant ap-

p1 oach to an unhmxted e\ten‘c \Vlthaut ever

'reachmg it or, an “increafe” in the! un“

0 menﬁty of acres to an extent greatet thzm

}

- R T,
4 . . ; v P

- But’ {uréiy ,the 'epplii‘catid'i1 of - this term

in either of thefe fenfes; to - the A’dhfzi-t‘ioii -
of human life; is in the higheft degree

| unphllofophlcal and totally unwarmhted

by any appearances ‘in the lafws of na~

' 'tuxe. Vauatxons from dlﬂ'exent caufes are

: eﬁ'entlally chﬁmét fmm aregulai and unre-

trograde increafe: The avexage dutatlon

‘Of human life will, ‘to a certain degree, |

vary, from healthy or unhealthy chmatcb,

from wholefome or unwholefome food

| trom Virtuous ox ‘vicious manners, an&?
~other caufes but it may be faxrlydoubted‘

| vhether thele is really the fmalleft per-
'4‘ept1ble advafice in the natural duratnon

uf human life, - fince' ﬁrf’t we have had
| | 3 ‘ anv,
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- any: authentlc hlﬁory of man.;; ‘The_pre-

/_]lldICCS of all ages have indeed.been . di-
rectly . contrary to- thxs fuppoﬁtlon, 4 and
.'though I.would not- lay much ftrefs upon‘
" thefe Pl’e_]udlCGS, they will in fome mea-

fure tend to prove, thatf there has. been

1o mnkﬂd advance in’ an oppoﬁte di-

_16&1011.._ e

R o )

It may pe‘rhqp;s be faid 1. that the \%forld~
s yet o young;, fo completely in its in-
3 fmcy, that it ought not to be e\pe&ed that, ,
 any difference hould appear fo foon. . ..

If thls be the C'lfe, there 1s at once 'myl |
cnd of all ‘human fcxence - The whole,' R

. train. of 1eafomngs from eﬁe&s to caufes -

will be de{’uoyed Wem'lyﬂlut our

eyes to the book of nature, 4s it Will no

longcr be: of. any ufe to read it. The

| wxldcﬁ and moft mmrobable ConJe&mcq

kxmy be advmccd wrth as much ccrtamtv

T as

Rt
~

o N
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. as’ the! ot 2 _]u{’c and « ftiblime, theories,
| ffdu'hded?bn “careful and réite?i’étéd cxperis
_.'i‘ﬁénts ¢ We'may return‘again: to the old |
- mode ‘of’ phllofoplnzmg,rand make fadts
o bend to! fyftems, mftcad oféeﬁabhﬁ‘lmg‘ E
' '-"fyﬁems upon’ fa&s.- The' grand and con-
ﬁﬁent thcory of : \Tcwton, willibe placed
- upon the:fame footing as the wild:and’
. eXcentric “hypéthéfgs bfv<i!‘Dcfcartes,'§;~»‘-Iri\ |

fhott, ifithe laws of nature are thus fickle

* and-inconftant ; “if it ‘can ‘be affirmed,
~and be’ believed, thqt they will change,

~‘when for- ages -and +ages - they have: ap-
peared 1mmutable, the’ human mind will
no. longer have: any ‘incitements :to. in~ -
qu1rv, but muft remain fixed. in m'téhv

torpor, or amulfe itfelf: only in bewilder-

| mg drcams, and extravagant fanmes. T

~ The :coﬁ{’cancy? of ‘the, nlaws. of nafuré,
aud- of effeéts and. caufes, is the founda~

‘tion of ‘\]1 human knowledve,‘though
o far




d60 . AN ESSAY ON THE

far be it from me ito. fay, that the fame .
- power. which framed afd - e\ecutes :the
laws of nature; may not change them all

“in a mome_nt;,;n .the twinkling of, an
eye.” . Such' a "‘ehange may_su‘r'x_doubtedly_ :

- happen:: © All that I - mean. thfay 18,
| ".,that it is'imhpofsible to infer: it from fea-

foning. - If without any, prevrous ob{erva=

 ble fyfptoms. or indications of a change,

we. can . infer that 4’ changef will take .

| pIaCe,' we may a‘s'weli make any. affer-
tron whatever, an,d thmk it 4s unreafon-
able to be contradré’ced, m afﬁrmmo that
“the smoon wﬂloome in conta& with the
earth to-morrow; as in faymg, that the

Tun will nfe at its ufual time. .

W1t11 recraid to the duration of - human
life, there does not appear to have exift-

ed, - front the earlieft ages of the 'World,' "

‘to ‘the ‘prefent  moment, the {malleft
permanent fymptom, or indication, of i’?°

~ creafing

! 3
PRINCIPLE OF- POPULATION.@ 161.

‘creaﬁng proIongatlon *. The obfewable o
‘eﬁ"eéts of chmate, hablt d1et and other‘

Lo r_c_aufes,, ,

-, _ N

. * Many, I douht not, wxll thmk that the attempt—- .

/ mg gravely to controvert fo ab{urd a paradox, as the o

| Jmmortahty of man on earth or mdeed even the per-
feé’hblhty of man and focnety, is a wa{’ce of trme and.:
Words, and that fuch unfounded conJe&ures are be{t" |
anfwered by negle& I profefs, however, _to be of '1"
dlﬂ'erent opmxon When paradoxes of this kind are’
advanced by mgemous and able 1 'nen, necrle& has ne

tendency to convmce them of then mlftakes Prtd-i

‘. the reach and ﬁze of thelr own underftandmgs, of the -
extent ‘and comprehenﬁvenefs of therr vrews, they .

~will look upon thrs negle& merely as an mdlcatxon'
e

- thexr contemporarxes, and only thmk that the World""
B ‘, is not yet prepared to recetve thexr fubhme truths

On the contrary, a candrd mVefhgatxon of thefe
fub_]eéts, A accompamed thh a perfe& readmefs to .
adopt any theory, Warranted by {ound phllofophy,'
may have a tendency to, convmce them that in forms
' mg 1mprobab1e and unfounded hypothefes, o far from

M- enlargmg

mg themfelves on What they concerve to e a mark of -

of | povert} > and narrownefs, in the mental exertxons of " |




. .

i
[
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cmfcs, on length of hfe, have furnifhed

the prete'(t for afferting its indefinite eni

'tenﬁon° and the fandy foundauon -on.

enlargmfr the bounds of human fc1cnce, “they are can-

txa&mg it; fo far from promotmg the 1mprovement of _

the human mind, they are obﬁrué’cmg it: they are

throwmg us back agam almoﬁ mto the infancy of

knowledge, and weakenmg the foundatlons of that

‘mode of phllofophlﬁng, under the aufplces of Whlch, -

feience has: of late made fuch rapld advances. The

- prefent rage for dee and unreﬁramed fpeculatlon,

- of, fcnencc
Leﬁ'cq, cvery thmg appcared to be within the grafp of

feems to be a kmd of mental 1ntox1catxon, ‘mﬁng,

4 perhaps, from the great and unexpeé‘ted dlfcovenee

wh:ch have been made of 1ate years, in various branches

- human. pOWClS, and, under this 1lluﬁon, they con»

founded fubJe&s where no real proorefs could be

proved thh thofe, ‘where the plogrefs had been

Could they be

marked, certaln, and acknowledged

| 'perfuaded to fober thcmfelves w:th a little fevere and :

- cha{hzcd thmkmg, they would fee, that the 'mfe of

txuth, and of found phllofophy, cannot but fuffer by fub-

) :&xtutmg wdd ﬂxghts and unfupported affertlons, for.

pﬂtmnt mve&matmn, and well authentlcated proofs

2 { Wthh

To men elate, and glddy with fuch fuc~ )
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Wthh the . argument 1eﬂs, sy that be- -

~ caufe the’ hmxt of human life is’ unde-.

fined ; becaufe you cannot mark its pre-

cife term, and fay fo far exaétly fhall it

go and no further; that therefore its ex- -

- tent may 1ncreafe for ¢ ever, and be properlyf
 termed, indefinite or unlimited. But the

fallacy and abfurdlty of this argument -

-~ owill fuﬁimently appear from a ﬂlght exa-’
- mination of what Mr, Condorcet calls the

OIgamc pelfeé’ablhty or degene1at1on, of

“the " race of plants ‘and . ammals, ‘which |
he fays may be regarded as one of the -~
‘ veneml laws of nature.

e ’:/?
\

I am told that it is a maxim among
the "improvers of cattle, that you may .

‘breed to any decx ee of mcety you pleafe,
~and they- found thls maxnn upon ano--
7~ther, which is, that fome of the oﬂ'sprmO'

will ‘poflefs the defirable qualities of the
parents in ‘a greater deg1ee. 'In the .
M2 ~ famous
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famous Lelcefterﬂure breed of {heep, the
object is to. procule ‘them with . fmall

“heads and {mall legs. = “Proceeding upon.
-t

thefe breeding maxims, it is.evident,
that we- mlght go - on till the heads and

legs were evanefcent quantities ; but- this

is fo palpable an abfurdity, that we may -

be quite fure that-the premifes are not

juft, and that there really is a.limit,

- though we Cannot {ee ity or fay- exaéﬂy' |

where it is. In this cafe, the point

of the greateft degree of improvement,

or the fmalleft fize of the head and legs,

' may be faid to be- undeﬁned but this

‘1S very different from unlimited, or from

mdeﬁnlmte, in Mr. Condorcet’s accepta-’ :
tion of the term. . Though ‘I may not'be

~ able, in-the prefent inftance, to mark the

Limit, ‘at v» hl(‘h fu:thel unprovement will

1top, T.can. xery eaﬁly mentlon a p01nt~

at which 1t will not am\e T thould not

\ ~fuuple to affert, 1at were the bLeedmg |

to

. .
(A i 585 M N A S o ) 1 S 50 oy 9 e o :
st 4 s oD s A et S T e O A0 s+ e .

- as the head and legs of a rat.
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to continue for ever, the head and légs.
of thefe._ﬂleep would pexex be fo {mall
/

It cannot be true, therefore, tha; amon g
animals, fome of the offspring will' poflefs
the defirable quaht1es of the parents in a
greater deoree; or. that amm'lls are 1nde-'
ﬁmtely pelfeéﬁble. |

i

The pIOUI‘CfS of a Wﬂd plant te a

beantiful garden flower, is perh'lps more

~marked and {triking, thm any thmcr

that takes place among ammah yet even
here, it would be the helvh’c of abful-

- dity to affert, that the progrefs was un--

lim\ited»_.or: indefinite. QOne of the moft -
obvious features of the improvement is
the increafe ‘of fize. The ﬂéwer has

grown gradually larger by cultivation,"

- If the promefs were re’llly unhmltcd

1t nncrht be increafed ad mﬁmtum but
’ - M 2 thv"
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thlS is fo grofs an abfurdlty, that we may.

be qu1te fure, that among plants, as well

~ds among ammals, there is 2 limit to im-

provement though we. do not exaétly .
know Where it is, - It is probable that .

- the- galdeners who contend for - flower

"puzes have often_ apphed ﬁlonger drefs=
ing Wlthout fuccefs, At the fame- tlme,-

it would be hlghly prefumptuous in any

man to fay, ‘that he had feen the ﬁneﬁ: ‘ N

"camatlon or anemone that could ever

" “'be made to grow *He might however”
,qffelt without the fmalleft chance of
| being contradléted bV a future faét, that |
‘no carnation or anemone “could ever by f |
| cultlva’aon be increafed 1o the fize of 2 -
larcre cabbage ; and yet there are afs1gn~ -

) '1b1e quantltleb much greater than 'a ‘cab-

‘bage.. No'man can fay that he has feen

,,the larcreft ear of wheat ,or the largeft‘

oak th'lt eould ever grow ; ; but he mlght

" eaﬁly' and with perfeét certamty, name a

PP I
LI

pomt '
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’ r

. not arrive. In all thefe cafes thexefore,‘* o

Ry a careful dlftmc’hon ‘fhould be mado,'

- ‘between an' unhnnted plOOYCfS, and a

ploglefs where the hmxt 15 me1e1y unde-
ﬁned ' ‘

.....

It will be fald pexhaps, th'u the rea- ,‘
fon why plants and anlmals cannot. in-
_creafe 1ndeﬁmtely in ﬁze, s, that they,
would fall :by ‘their own weight. I.an-

Awer, “how do we know thlS but ﬁom e

B e\(peuenceP from e\peuenee of the de-

gree of ﬁlength with wlnch thefe. bodies
. are formed I know that,-a - caxmtlon, .
bage, would ot be fuppmted'by 1ts
fhlk but I: only ‘know _this from .my
eXperlencc of the weaknefs, and want ot

te1nc1ty in the nnteuals of-a cmmtlon

| Q;z_llk;. » There are nnny fubftances in m-

3
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ture of the fame fize that Would fupportv

as Iarge a head as a cabbage.

< The reafons of the mortahty of plants

'ale at. plefent perfe&ly unknown to us.

No man can {ay why fuch a plant 1s an-

 nual, another biennial, and another en-

| rize. me to. alter thls opmlon of thel

dures fm acres. The whole aﬂ'an-m all

‘thefe cafes, - in- plants, -animals, “and-in

‘the” human race,. is.an affair of - experi-

‘ence ; and. I ‘only conclude that man is

.-becaufe the invariable . experi-

‘of thofe materlals of ‘which hlS v1ﬁble
»body is made. EART R

KL What can we reafon b.ut from what we kn’ow.””

Sound phllofophy W111 not autho—

mortahty of man on ealth, tlll it can be |
clearly proved that the human race has

made,

| -\afcex tained. .

fon- can pofsibly doubt.
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made, -and. 1s makmg, a demded progrefs |
towaxds an .illimitable extent “of life.
- And the- chief reafon why I adduced the

- two' partlcular -inftances “from’ |, animals

and plants, was' to expofe, and 1lluf’trate,

i T could; the fallacy of that. argument

which” infers " an unhmlted progrefs,

mexe]y becaufe fome p'utlal - improve-

. .» ment has taken plaee, and that the limit -

of this 1mprovement cannoti be precifely.

i
v .

R _
The capamty of i 1mprovement in p]ants

'and animals, to' a cer tain degree, no per- .

A clear and de=

cided progrefs has’ already been nnde- :

and yet, I think it appedrs, that 1t Would
be. highly . abfuxd to fay, .that this plO-
gefs has no:. hmlts.\ In human life,

though thexe are great vanatlom from

- different caufes, it. ~may  be - doubted,

'vshether ﬁnce the Woxld began, any

/
i

7

1 orgamc f

-

! )

)




) tures.
. means, feem 1mpofs1ble, that by an at~

A -,plovement
~-mals, might. take place among men,

may be a matter of doubt
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'mgamc nnprovement whatever in the

human ﬁame can be clearly. afoertamed

The foundations therefore, on VVthh the

arguments for the orgamc perfeétlblhty

of man reft, are unufually weak, and .

can only ‘be conﬁde1ed as mere - conjecs

‘1t docs- not, howevel, by any

tentmn to breed, a ce1tam degree. of 1m-

fimilar to that among ‘ani-

Whether intelleét could be commumcated
but ﬁze,
ﬂxength, beauty, complean, and’. per-
haps even longewty are in a degree tranf
mifsible.
in fuppoﬁng a fmall degree of nnprove-
“meént pofsxble, but 1n not dlfcnmmatmg
bctween a {mall 1mprovement ‘the limit
of which is undeﬁned ‘and an improve-

ment really unlimited. As the humau

7/

The error does not feem to lie, - |

- race howeve1 could not be 1mproved m -
’ t‘us

i .
\./
{ "

I}

\

e N ——

fuccefsful in Wh1temn0‘ the Akins,

- Were coxre&ed

Co towards' i'mmortality on e'lfth

.V fpecimens to celibacy; it is 'not probable,

that an. attentlon to. breed ﬂmuld ever

- milk-maid, by thh {ome cqpxtal de-

feéts in the conﬁltutlons of the fam;ly

- . _"-‘ o '
< 7\ .

'vIt W’ill uot‘ be inecé(fary,

order more completely ‘to thew. the im-

'probabi_lity_ of any ';;p,'p_roach, in man

the very gle'lt additional weight. that an
1ncre1fe in the dur'ltlon of life would 0‘1ve

to the argument of populatlon,

—
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and'
mcreaﬁng the helght of then race by

| ”p'rudent m'urmges, pqrtlcularly by that
' very judicious crofs. ‘with 'Miud ‘the

Y think, in

to' urge.

* this way, 'Without:,coudemning'_ull _tl.l\ef’qad

‘become genera] ;. mdeed I know of no
fwell directed attempts of the Lmd eX- KN
cept.in the -ancient family - of the. Blcker- |
- ftaffs, Who are faid to have ‘been very

—

- Mr,
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" Mr. Condorcet’s book may be conﬁder~
- ed ‘not only as a fketch of the opxmons‘

of a celebrated 1nd1wdual but of many of
" the literary men in France, at the begm- .

‘mng of the revolutlono As fuch; though

merely a ﬂ{CtCh, it feems Worthy of at- ’

tentlon. . s

CHAP,

. 1t muft be confeﬂ"cd

’.‘proceeded in his enqumes with the

- PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION. 173

CHAP. X
Mr. Godwm s f ftem qf equalzty --Error of attrzbutzng ‘
all tbe vices of mankind to ' biunan inftitutions.—Mr.
Godwzn s firft. anfwer to the difficulty arifing from po-
pulatzm totally infufficient, My Godwin’s beautzful
- [yftem of equality fuppq/éd to'be realized.---If's utter
 deftruction frmply from the principle of populatzon info
~ Jhort a time as tbzrty years.

{

IN readmcr Mr. Godwm s mgemous 'md

able work’ on pOhth'll JUﬁlCC, 1t 1s nn-_

| 'pof31ble not to bc ﬂluck W1th th(, {pi-

it ‘md energy of hls ftyle, the foxco

£

and prec1ﬁon of fome of his 1eafomnm;,'

the aldéno tone of hxs thoucrhts, and par-

‘‘‘‘‘

tlcularly W1th that 1mprefs1ve earneﬁ-'

“nefs of " manner Wthh o1ves an air of |

truth to the Whole. At the f"tme tnnc,'

that he has not

caution’ that found phllofophy fee;ns to

. 14“

reqmre, Hxs concluﬁons are often un-

W&I’-—
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\

vwarranted by his prennfes He fails
~ fometimes in removing the ob]eéhons'

. “which he Inmfe]f bnngs forw:ud He - §
- relies too much on oreneral and abftract

’, | propoﬁtwns wluch w1ll not adnntr~of ap-w |

phcatlon And }]15 eon_]eé‘tures certamly"

far outﬁrlp ‘the modeﬁy of nature

PEN

| ~ The fyﬁem of equahty whlch Mr.; o
| .Godwin pxopofes, is, without doubt by - |

Afar the moft beautlful and engagmv of
any that has- yet appealed An ameho-‘-

ration of focxety to be ploduced merely
by re‘lfon and conv1€t10n, Weals much

| more the plomlfe of peun'mence, than

- any chango eﬁ'eéted and malntalned by' ; \

for ce. l“he unhrmted e‘(elclfe of pllV‘ltG

Judcment is a do&xlne lnexprefsﬂ)ly

grand - and captwatm and has .a vaﬁ

fupenouty over. thofe fyf’cems wheLe every

mdmdual 1 1n a manner the ﬂmve of"
the publxc. The fubf’ntutlon of bene- ‘-

~ volence

I

'
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volerice 'a‘s-'_thef‘ mafter-fpring; and mov~
- ing "pfinCiple of -\fociety',' Jinftead of felf-
love, - is 2, confummatxon devoutly to be |
‘withed: - In 1h01t, it 1s 1mpof81ble to
. contemplate - ‘the | whole  of - this |, fair
 fiructare, ' without ~ emotions ef’deligﬁt
“and admiration, aceompamed with ardent -
o longmor for the perlod of its accomphﬂl- |
, ,'ment ‘But, alas! that . moment “can
~ never. amve ' The whole is, little better
. than.a ‘dream, a beautlful phantom of ‘
" the 1magmat1on. Thefe  gorgeouis pas
~laces” of - happlnefs ‘and . nnmortahtv,'
“thefe < folemn temples ? of truth and vir=
 tue ivill diifolve,}“;ltike the bafelefs fa-

_bric of a vifion,” when we awaken t¢

real life, and contemplate the true and
genuine fituation of man on earth.’. -
' ‘Mi‘.lGodwin, at the ‘.cbnclnﬁo.n of the

tjfaird chapter of his eighth boek, {peak-

‘ing of population, ‘fays, ¢ There is a

PT!H; .
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principle in human ‘fociety,. by ~which-
population is- perpetually kept’ down to: .
the- level of - the ..imeans of fubfiftence.
Thus among “the wandermg tribes of
~Amenca and Aﬁa, we never hnd thlough', .
‘the lapfe of -ages that poPuIatloh has fo-

- increafed - as; to render :neceffafy . the.
'cultxvauon of the earth” . This principle,

whlch Mr. Godwm thus ,mentions - as

fome myftérious 'md occult caufe, and~

‘which he does not 1ttempt to 1nveﬁ1gate,
W1ll be found to be the grinding-law

of necefsuy,,nnfely, and the, fear of

‘miféry.

\

.. The -great: erfor"--uﬁder* which , Mr..
Godwin labours throughout ;his - Whole‘
" Work, is, the attubutmg almoﬁ all. the'

vices, and mtfcxy that are feen in CIVII

»tfomety to human mﬁltutlons. Political

"rcgulatxons, ~and the eﬁabhﬂled" admi~

mﬁmtxon of * ploperty, ‘are - with.. him

the :

s
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o

_the ﬁmtful fources of dll eV11 the hot-
| beds of all the_crimes tha’t degnde many |

kmd “761(3 thlS 1eally a tme ftate of

’*,-the cafe, 1t Would not feem a hopelefs |

’cafk to remove ewl completely from

3 the world, and 1eafon feems to. be the
-»ploper md adequate mfhument for, ef-

fedting fo great a purpofe | But . the

b txuth 1s, that though hum‘m 1nﬁ1tuuons ‘

appear to be the obv1ous and obtluﬁve 'V

: caufes of much mlfclnef to mankmd s

yet, in leahty, they are hght and fu~

B pexﬁmal they are mere . feathers that K
» ﬁmt on the ﬁuface, in companfon Wlth
‘thofc deepel feated caufes. of 1mpu11ty
- that corrupt the fpungs, and render

turbxd the Whole Ihewm of hum'm hfeo.

- Mr. Godwin, in his chapter on the

‘beneﬁts '1ttend"mt on a {yftem of equa-
lity, fays, ¢ The fpmt of opprefswn,-n |
- fhe fpmt of fcrwhty, and the fpirit “of

N fy aud ’
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fmud thefe "ue ‘the nnmedmte orowtu

of the e{’mbhihed admmlﬁratxon of proo -
B \pelty ~ They are ahke hoftile to m-
telle&ual 1mprovement The othe1 Vlces '

of envy' m’thce, "md 1evenO*e, are then
mfepaxablc eompamons In a ﬁate of

fomety, whele men hved in. the ‘midft

. of plenty and whele all ﬂl'llCd alike .

ﬁ the ‘bounties of 1ntu1e, thefe fentlments

| Would 1nev1tab1y expire. The narrow

punmple of felfithnefs Would vanith. No

,mm bemg obhoed to O’Llald his httle

- ﬁoxe, or PlOVldC with anmety and pam i

f01 his’ 1eft1efs Wants, eqeh would lofe
~ his individual . euﬁence in the thought
of the general good 'No man would
be an cnemy to lns newhbou;, for they

“would have no fubje& of contentlon,

~and, of confequence, phllanthropy would -

1efume the empne whlch 1e'1fon '1f81gns‘

Zhel, | Mllnd ;Would. be »d(,hvere‘d. from

her perpetual anxiety about corporal

3 - fupport,
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Lo

fupport and free o expatlate in the
field “of thought which is congemal to

hel.‘ E'tch would af51ﬁ the enqumes of
'lH LE :

- )

This Would, mdeed be a happy ﬁate,
But that it is melely an nnagmary
picture, Wlth fmlcely a featule near the
truth, the leadel, I am aﬁa:d, s al

. ready too well convmced.

.'Mavn‘" caniot live . in the midft of ‘.
“plenty. All cannot fhare alike the
" bounties of nature. Were thele no efta» |
blifhed admmlﬁ'ratlon of property, eveiv
ian would be “obliged to guard with -
force his httle f’toxe | Selﬁfhnefs would “
be tr1umphant The lebJe&s of conten»
tion - would be perpetual.  Evéry indivi-
“dual mmd would be under a conflant
m\mtv about coxporal fupport and not
| B Ne "aﬁngle
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a fingle mtelle& would  be left free to
o expfmate m the field of thouoht. L

‘ culty wolld aufe ﬁom an overcharcred"
‘population before the ealth abfolutely’n .
refufed to produce any more. But Iet“

- us mngme for a2 moment Mr. God-' |
wm s beautiful fyﬁem of equahty 1eahzed"

" in its utmoft pumty, and fee” how foon‘_rv
this dlfﬁculty mlght be eXpeéTed to
prefs under fo perfe& a form of" fomety

\ A theory 'that will not admlt of ap-»

'phcatlon cannot pof51bly be Juf’c

How li‘ftle Mr. Godwi‘n__' has turned
the attention of his penetrating ‘mind
to the real ﬁate of man_on eaxth, ,w111
fuﬁ‘icxently appear from the manner in
Whlch he ende'wouls to remove. the
dlfﬁculty of an ovelchalged popuhtlon.‘
He fays, ¢ The obv1ous anfwel to thls 4'

objeftxoll, is, that to reafon thus is to .

. fo1efee dlfﬁCUltleS at a great dlf’cance. Let us fuppofe aII the caufes of 1111--

fery and v1ce in this 1ﬂ'1nd removed‘
VVar 'md contentlon ceflfe Unwholo-“
Afome trades and manuﬁlé’(ones do not.

e\1ﬁ CIOWdS ho lonoel colle& tove

*Thlee fourths of the habitable globe is
now uncultlvated The p'uts '1heady‘
cultivated are capwble of 1mmeafureable

"nnplovement Myriads of centuues of

-l 1n01e1ﬁng populatlon m'ly pafs ’1W'ly,:
and the earth be flill found - fufhmenf
for the fubﬁﬁence of lts mhabltants

' ,ther in orleat and peftllent 01t1es for
| pulpofes of COlllt mtuoue, of commexce, ‘
and vicious gr at1ﬁcat10ns Simple, healthy
\and 1at10nal amufements t'tke place of
dunkmg, gammg and debauche1y Thele

‘are no towns {fufficiently 111ge to have -

1 have ahefxdy pomted out the error
| of fuppoﬁng that no chfhefs and diffi-

culty' - . " Ns any
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any prejudicial effe&s -on the human
conﬁxtutlon The glewter p”ut of the

happy 1nhab1tants of thls teuefhnl pm- |

' radlfe l1ve in’ hamlets and fa1m houfes

'fcattered over the face of the country
;Every houfe s ele’tn, airy, fufﬁmently

roomy, and n a healthy ﬁtuatlon.

L\ll men are equal ’lhe laboms of |

luxury are at end. nd the neceffuy
laboms of agrlculture are fhzued amica-
bly amoncr all. - The number of perfons,

and the produce of -the ifland, we, {up-

pofe to be the fame as at plefent The

_fplrlt of benevolence, g_mdecl by 11npar~

tial ]ui’ace, Wlll (divide this ploduce.

among- all the membels of the foc1ety

ﬂccordmg to then' Wants.a , Thouoh it

"Would be, 1mpof51ble tlnt they {hould

‘all have anunal food -every day, yet
veoet'lble food W1t11 meat occaﬁonally,

would f1t1sfy the dClllCS of a frugal

People, and would be fufﬁc1ent to pres

ferve
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s

-

ferve them m he'xlth, ltl'}erxlgt_l}_,i and.

.fp,xutS- et

t

Ml. Godwm conﬁders maunore as a

fraud and a monopoly Let us fuppofe
the commerce of the fexes eﬁabhfhed

upon punmples of the moft pe1 fectfr eedom,

\4 Godwm does not thmk hnn{elf tlnt '_

tlns ﬁeedom would lead to a promlfcuous

R

clous, c01rupt and unnatulal t"tﬁe, and

a ﬁmple and vutuous Atate - of. foc1ety

\lntCICOUIfC and n tlus I perfectly agree.

with' lnm. The love of vauety 1s a VI—-. :

- could not pxevzul in_any glemt deg1ee in

E’lCll man would plobably {eleé‘t himfelf

of little confequence, acco1dmo to Ml .

Godwin, how many ‘eluldlen a woman

had, or to WllOln they belonged' Provi-

fions and '1fs1ftance would fpontaneoufly

N4 ﬂow

a p'utnex, to' whom he would '1dhe1e as. .
long as - that '1dhe1ence contlnued to. be_'

- the CllOlCC of both pa1t1es. | It Would be ..
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flow from - ‘the quarter in which- they} |
abounded, to the quarte1 that was de~t
| ﬁment*’ And every man Would be 1eady-
‘to ftumfh 1nﬁruéhon to the uﬁng genuau

' tlon accm clmcr to lns capac1ty

; ’,x

1 cannot concelve a form of fomety

- fo- favourable upon the Whole to popu-‘.
?]at1on The 111emed1ablenefs ‘of mam-~
age, as 1t is at- prefent conftltuted, un-f
edoubtedly deters many from enteuno

into that ﬁate. An unfhackled 1nte1-f
courfe on’ the contlary, Would be’ a moft :’

" powerful moltement to early attachments

and as' we are fuppoﬁng no anmety about

| "the future fupport oﬁclnld1en to C‘(lﬁ I |
) ,do not concelve that there Woulcl be one '

woman in a hundled of twentv three,'

Wlthout a famxly
- *See B8 Chap. 8. . sos.

Wity

i
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'Wlth thefe e\traordmmy encomage-
| ,' -.ments to populatxon, and evely caufe of .
"depopulatlon, as we have fuppofed, re-
~moved the numbers would neceﬁ"mly
IllCIe'lfC fftf’cer th'ln in any foolety that
has ever yet been known I have men-
N tloned on the authouty of a pamphlet
pubhlhed by a Dr. Styles, ‘md 1efe11ed
to by Dr. PI'ICG, that’ the mhabltmts of
'the back fettlements of Amerlca doubled |
then numbers in ﬁfteen yems England o
IS celtamly a more healthy countly than -
| . the back fettlements of Amenca- and as
we h'we fuppofed every houfe in the 1ﬂand
to be airy and Wholefome, and the ‘encou-
raO‘ements tohavea famlly gr e'tter even th an-
| W1th the back fettlers, no plobable reafon
can be afswned why the’ populatwn
: fhould not double 1tfelf in lefs, if -pofsi-
ble, than ﬁfteen yeals But to be quite
- {ure that we do not go beyond the tluth,
‘\WC W1ll only fuppofe the peuocl of doub-
‘ lmg




’
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ling to be. twenty—ﬁve years, a ratio of in-
cre’tfe, | wh1eh is well known to have _

taken pIace thloughcut all the Nmthem '

States of Ame1 ica.,

Thexe can be llttle doubt that thel
equahzatton of p1ope1ty Wthh Wc have;
fuppofed added to the cucumf’cance vof N
the labour of the whole commumty be-; -
mg directed ehteﬂy to agrleulture, Would -
tend. gleatly to augment the produce of
the count1 y- But to anfwel the demandsi
'of a popuhtlon 1n<:1eaﬁng3 fo mpldly,,
| IVIL.A Godwms caleulatmn of 11'11f an

hom a day for eaeh “man, would cer-

tamly not be fufﬁCLent It 1s plOb'lbIC

| 'ﬂnt the ‘Talf of every man’s time muf’c )

be employed for this- purpofe Yet with

‘fueh, or much 0‘16211.81 e‘ie1t1ons, a per-

- fon who 1s aequnnted w1th the nature of

the foil in this countly, and. who 1eﬂe&s.

| 'on the fCltlhty of : the lands aheqdy in
- - culti-
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‘that are not cultwated will’ be 1 very much
" difpofed’ to doubt, whether the ‘wholé
average ploduce could pofs1bly be doubled -
1 twenty-ﬁ veyearsfrom the prefent pemod .

ploughmg up all the gmzmg countries,

and- puttmcr an end almoft entirely to the

ufe of ammal food.. Yet a part of this

England wﬂl not produce mueh Wlthout

: Ia_ry to ‘make, tha_t fpeeles of m.am_ue,_

which beft fuits the land. In _'Chi_ni_l,'

provinces is fo fertile, as to.produce

‘two - crops of rice in the year without

drefsing. None of the lands i in Enghnd
WIH anfwer to this defeuptzon

leﬁcult howevel, as it might be, to

double the aver age produee of the 1ﬂand in

- twenty-

,.cultlvatlon, and the barrenefs of - thofe'

‘The only eh'mce of fuceefs would be the

~ {cheme mlght defeat itfelf. The foil of

- it is faid, that the foil m feme, of the
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twenty—ﬁve years, let us fuppofe] it eff’e&ed '
At the e*(plratlon of the firft penod there~

, fore, the food, though almoft entirely Ve-’ -
getable, Would be fufﬁment to fupport in |

| health, ‘the doubled popula,tlon of four- ..

* teen mxlhons ' |

"Dhr\ing the next period of (\foubl}ing;
~where will the food be found to fatisfy the

‘importunate demands of the. increafing

numbers. fWhere 1s- the ﬁefh land to

turn - upp where - 18 the drefsing necei-

fary to lll’lplOVC that Whlch is already

in cu]tlvatxon? ‘There is no perfon with
the . fmaﬂeﬁ knowledge of land but -

Would fay, that it was 1mpof51ble that

the average plOdLICC of the country

couId be 1ncreqfed durmtr the fecond Lo

twenty ﬁve ye‘us by a qmntlty equal |

to what it at prefent yields. Yet. we

WIH fuppofe this increafe, howevel im-
-probmble, to take place. ~ The exuber ant -

firength

-
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R Ihength of the ar gument allows of almoﬁ :
any concefsion. , Even -with this concef- o
“fion, howevel, there Would be feven mil-

lions at the e\plr‘ltlon of the fecond term, |

" unprovided for.. - A quantity of food equal
to the frugal fupport of twenty-one mil-
»hons, would be to be d1v1ded among

twenty e1ght millions.

Alas' what becomes of -the pl&ure |

'where men lived in the mldtt of plenty'
lwhexe no man was obliged to provide
. with an*(lety and pam for his reftlefs

 wants “where - the nauow punmple of

felﬁﬂmefs did not exift: where Mmc{'
was delivered from her perpetual amueety |
about corporal fupport, and ﬁee to expa-

tnte in the field of thought whlch 14,

eongemal to her. Thxs beautiful’ fabuc of 5 ‘

?‘nn*tguntlon vanithes at the fevere touch |

of truth ~ The fpmt of henevolence

. cheuihed and mvwomted by plent}’s 1§

repreﬂed
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i‘epfeffed by the chilling bi'eafh o‘f' want. -
The hateful pafswns that had vanithed,
'\reqppen The mlghtv law- of felf—pre-

{ervation, expels all the fofter and more
exaltedemotlons of. the foul. The temp-

tations to evil are too ftrong for hu-

" man nature to refift. - The corn is pluckéd

before it is ripe, or {fecreted in unfair pro-

‘portions;.and the whole black train of |

vices- that belong to falfehood are imme-

diatély generated. Provifions no longer )
flow in for the fuppmt of the mothel with

alarg ge family. The clnldlen are fickly
" from infufficient food. The 1ofy fluth of

héalth gives place to the palhd cheek and
hollow eye of mifery. Bencvolence yet
hnO'eung in a few bofoms, makes fome
faint expiring ftruggles, till '1t length
felf—love refumes his wonted ‘empire,

and Tords it tuumph'mt over the world.

No

\To human mf’atutlons herc e*ﬂﬁed

win afcribes the ouomal ﬁn of the: Wmﬁ
men* ‘No oppoﬁtmn liad been pwduced

. by them between pubhc and private oood.
- No monopoly had been Caeated of - thofe
}a._\“advantacres Wlnch reafon direés to be left

in common ‘No man had been goaded

 to the breach of orde1 by umuﬁ laws.
k ’,Benevolence had eﬁabhihed her re:gn

in all hezuts and yet 1n fo thort 2

by laws mhexent in -the natme of man,
and abfolutely independent of all human
regulations. |

 #B.8 C3 P 340,

b}

e - o
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\

,"to the. pelverfenefs of whlch M. God- |

;_penod as W1thm ﬁfty yems, vmlence, op-
‘ p1efs1on falfehood, nnfely, every hate-
. ful - vice, and every foun of dlﬁlefs, Whlch
~degrade and fadden the prefent flate of
| focxety, feem to have been gencrated

by the moft mlpenous mrcumﬁanceb

~

. (
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va we are not yet too Well convmced

of the 1eahty of ‘this melancholy pic-:
tule, let us, but Iook f01 a moment into

the neXt peuod of twenty-five .years; =

and we fha]l fee twenty-e1ght mﬂhons of
human bemgs Wlthout the means of

fuppmt and’ befme the conclufion of

the ﬁxf’c century, the populatmn Wouldj
be one hundled and twelve mllhons, and -
the food only fufﬁment f01 thuty-ﬁ\e -

nnlhons, _Ieavmg feventy-feven millions

| ,unp10v1ded for. In. thefe ages -want

Would be mdeed tuumphant and 1apme Lo

“and mu1de1 muf’c ~reign at lalge ~and

yet all this time we are fuppoﬁng the

produce of . the *earth abfolutely unh-ﬁ

mited, and the ycallylmmeafe gxeater" |

than the bolde{’c fpeculatm can imas

gme, |

. This is undoubtedly a very different
uew of. the dlf‘iculty arifing from po-

pulation;

‘.

-, )
: %
- A
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' pul'ltxon, from that which Mr:

Godwui .

gwes, “when he fays, ¢ Myrlads of cens
. turies- of fHll increafing populatmn may
Pafa away,’ and- the earth- be fall found,
fufficient - for the fubﬁﬁence of 1ts ma
h'ibxtants MR

T am fufﬁmently aware - that thele-

dundant twenty-elght m11110ns, or Aes=

: venty feven mllhons, that I have" men-

t1oned could never. have exifted. Tt is )

a perf(,&ly juft obfelvatlon of Mr. God-

win; that; ¢ There is‘a pnnmple in hu-
mian focxety, by which' ‘population i’ pm-

petually kept down to the level of - the
means of - fubfifténce.”

" tion s, - What is - thls punclpleP Is it .

fome obfcure and’ “oecult ‘caufe P Ts it

fome- myfterious interfefence of hewen,

| thh at a certam period; f’mkeo the men

with 1mpotence, and the women 'Wlth

barrennefs 2 Or 18 1t a caufe, open o

O; L ouf

" .The fole" quef:.

-
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--our refearches, within our view, a‘caufe

which - has conﬁantly ‘been obferved to

0perate, thotgh Wlth V’lI’IGd force,f A

every ftate in which mian has been placed?
Is it not a demee of mifery, the neceﬂ"ary

and meVltabfe refult of the laws of na<

ture, which "human inflitations, {o far

from agg:1*a\fati11g,~ have tended confider-

ably to mitigate, theugh they never can
Yemove, . .

Y

It may be curious to obferve, in’the .

mfe that “we “have. been fuppoﬁng, how

{ome of the hws which at prefent govern

civilized focwty, would ‘be fuccefsively'

diétated by ‘the noft i imperious necefs1ty.

, As“man,i ‘according to I\Ig,g;G;qu;.n, 13

-the creatu;r”é;‘_ of the impr;efsionS to which

he 1s fubject, the goadings:qf_ Wanf could

not continue on g5 before {ome violations

~ of public or privatc_‘f.’c‘ocl;_}vould‘__ ’nege.fm
Sarily ‘tak-'e, plac_é.,-: As thefe - violations
o | “increafed
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mcreafed lh number and cxtent “the

more aéive and comprehenﬁvc mtelleé‘cs

of the fomety would foon perceive,

that while populatxon was faft mcleaﬁncr

the yearly produce of the country Would

- fhortly begin to dmnmfh., The urgency
. of the cafe would fuvgeﬁ the necef51ty

of fome nnmedlate meafuies to be taken .

- for the general quety Sorne kind of
conventlon would then be -called, and- :
" ’che dangelous ﬁtuatxon of the country
‘ ﬁated in the Atrongeft texms It would
be obferved, ‘that while they lived in
‘the ' midft of- plenty, 1t was- of little
| e"onfequence ‘who laboured ‘the leaﬁ or

who poffeﬁ'ed the le’lﬂ as evely man’
was’ perfeé’dy willing and ready to {up-

vply the wahts of his ncwhbom But
that ’che queﬂlon was no longer, whe-

ther one man thould give to’ another, |
that ‘which he did not ufe himfelf; but,

_-whether he ihould gIVC to hlS nelghﬂ

0 2 o bour
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.

‘bour the food whwh Was abfolutely ne-~ -

ceﬁaly to his own exlﬁence It would

be replefented that the number of thofe

 that were inwant very oreatly exceeded the

Annmbel and means of - thofc who lhould

_fupply them: that thefe plef51n0‘ wants, :

~Wl]lCh from - the ftate of the plOdllCC of
the Countly could not all be gratified, had
'occaﬁoned fome ﬁavlant v101at10ns of
JuﬂICC that thefe violafions had already

)check\ed’ the 1nere‘1}fe of food, and would,

if they were not by fome means or other

prevelltecl, tlll'oiv the whole Community -

in confuﬁon' that 1mperlous necefsu)

feemed to dl&ate that a- ycarly increafe

of plOdUCC fhould, if pofsible, ‘be ob-

tamed at- all events that .in order to

effect tlns ﬁlﬁ  great,- and mdlfpenﬁble
pur pofe, it would be adwfeable to make
- a more complete dlvxﬁon of hnd “and

to fecuxe cvery man'’s ftock againit vio-

lation

penfation in return,

. )
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Iatlon by the moﬁ powelful f'méhons,

" even by death- 1tfelf

= fIt ~mi ':ghtj be 3711'J‘g€'d{ Tper‘hﬂépsjf by {, ()me
objectors,  that, as the fertility of the:land
increafed, and various accidents dcc’mﬁ‘-ed;
the fhare of fome men might be much

mo.e ‘than . fufﬁelent for - their: fupport

' »and that when the ‘feign - of - felf—love was_
vonce eﬁabhfhed they would not’ dlﬁrlbute

- their furplus ploduce Wlthout fome “com=

- It Woul_d ‘he ob-'

ferved, in anfwer, that this was an - in- -

. convenience greatly to be lamented ;. but

that it was an evil which bore no com-

: pamon to" the ‘black tlam oF diftreffes,

that would _inevitably be: ocmﬁoned by

‘that : the
quantity of food which one man .could

the “infecurity . of " pxopelty

- confume,. was neceflarily ‘limited by the

narrow capamty of the human ftemach:

that it was not certainly probable that he
| O 3 . fhould
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“but’ that
even if he e‘(changed his:’ furplus food

ﬂ1ould thlow away the reft 3

for the labour of others, and made them
in fome: de<>1ee dependent on hnn, tlns
would fill, be Dbetter thm that thefe others
fhould abfolutely f’c'uve

LIt feems lughly probablc, therefme,

: tlmt an’ '1dnmnﬁrat10n of propmty, not

very dlfferent from that Wluch prevalls in
cnnhzed States at pxefent would be eﬁa~
blithed, as the bef’( thoucrh madequate,
remedy for the evxls Wluch were p1efsmg

on the focxety

The next fubject that would come

'undel difcufsion, intimately connected

\

W1th the preceding, is, the commerce

between the fexes. It would be urged

by thofe who had turncd their attention

. ‘to the true caufe of - the difficulties under

'k *gvhich the 001111111111i£y' laboured, that

: While

1
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‘while every. man felt fccurc tha.t all hlS
clnldren would be ell promded for by
5enelal benevolence, the- powers ‘of, the .
carth would be. abfolutely inadequate to
ploduce food . for the. populatmn W’thh~
would - memtably enfue ;. that eyen,, if-
“the fxvhq,,le attentvu,m and labour”.of the

Aociety were direGed to this :fole point,
.and- 1f by the- moﬁ pelfec’l‘ {ecuuty of

”ment that could be thouoht of the )
| oreateﬁ pof51ble increafe of ploduce were .
qycarly obtamed-, yet {hll that the n-
' -Creafe of food Would by no ‘means keep
| 1pace with the much more rapid - 11101e1fe ‘
”of populatlon ‘dnt fome Check to popu-

‘lation thelefoxe W’lS nnpcuouﬂy called

for : tlmt the moﬁ natunl and obvlom‘

" check fecmed to be, to make eyery man

prov1de fm his own children : “that this = .

would opemte n fome 1efpcé‘c, as'a mea-

{ure and gulde, in the increafe of pppu-

0 4 lation ;
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'-l'ltlon, as it might be e\pe&ed that no
‘man ivould bring beings into -the world

for whom he- could not ‘find the” means:
of fupport ; :tha_t*whére%his 'notxi?iﬁllﬁﬁnd;
g .was. tl;e cafe, it feemed neceffary,’ for

the e\ample of others, that the difgrace and

inconvenience attendmg; fuch a conduét,”

fhould- fall upon: that . 1nd1v1dual,' ‘who

“had i thus- inconﬁdefatély plunged * him- ~

Afelf and mnocent chlldren in mlfery and

want) o i e R

The mfhtutlon of mannge, or at leatt,
of fome e\prefs or 1mphed obhgatlon on

every man to fupport his own' Chlldl‘en,“

feems. to be the -natural refult of- thefe
. reafonmgs in a commumty under the dif-
ficulties that we have fupp_ofed.

¢’

The view of thefe c u‘.ﬁcultles, prefents

us w1th a very natural origin of the

{upeuor dlfglace which attends a breach

T
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of chafhty in: the Woman, than in- the

man. " It could not be . expected.: that’
- women - fhould ‘have rcfou;ces {ufficient
to . fuppmt thelr own children: XVhen
thuefore a’;woman- was: connc&ed ‘with
a man, who had: entered into no compd&‘
to m'untam ‘her clnldlen H v'md ‘1W31€ of
‘the. inconveniences that he ‘might bring
‘upon . hlmfelf had* deferted - her, - -thefe -
children muft neceﬂhnly fall for fuppou* |
- upon the. fociety, - or ftarve, And to plC-—A" |
-vent the. ﬁequent recurrence, of fuch
an 1nconvemence s it would be hlorhly‘
unJuﬁ to - punith: {o natural “a- fault: by
perfonal’ 1eftra1nt or infli€tion, the men
might agree to pundh it w1th d1{01ace..

‘The offence is- beﬁdes more obvious and

: confplcuous in the Woman, and’ lefs lia-

ble to any. mlﬂake. -~ The f'lthex of a

| cluld may not always be known, but the

fame uncertainty cannot eafily exift with
;egaldvto,thf_:_ mother. ,Where,‘the evi-

~dence
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dence of the offence was moft complete,

-and the inconvenience to the fociety at
the fame txme the greatef’f thele, it wag. -
agreed that the largeﬁ ﬂlare of. blame

thuld fall.

man to maintain-his phiidren? the fociety

‘The -Qbhgat;on ~.op - cvery

wéuld‘enforce, if the'r‘e‘ were occafion ; and

the meater de«rree of 1nconvemence of

labour, to wh1ch a famlly would: neceffa-
nIy fubject him, added to- fome portion
of chfgrace which every human bemg
muﬁ. ncur, who leads anather 1nto -uns
happmefs, mlght be conﬁdeled as a ful
ﬁcxent pumihment for the man.

.- That 2 woman fhould at prefent be
almoft driven from fociety, foran offence,
-which men commit néarly' with impu-
I”Iity“; feems to be undoubtedly a breach

‘of natural juftice. But the origin- of the

cuf’com, as the ‘mofit obv1ous and effec-

‘tual method of preventmg-the ﬁequent

‘recur= .
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* recurrence of .2 {erious. inconvenience to
a commumty, appears - o be natural,
~ though not perhaps perfeétly. juftifiable.
This origin, _-however, 1s :now -loft in ﬂu; -
'ilvevw train of ‘ideas which the _'/c.t_iﬂoinf-has
{ince generated. What at firft niigh;t;bie
fdi&a-t}edf by . ftate ﬁecefsit}‘f,"»ié, ‘now {up-
ported.by fem ale: ’deliéacy’ ; and operates
‘with - the greateft fowe on that part.of
fociety, where, if - the ouglml intention
of the 011ﬁon1~welqpleferved, there i is the
~leaft ‘r'ealjoécaﬁdn for it. . SR
’\Vhen thefe two fundamental hws of
ffocmty, the fecunty of p10pe1ty, and the
..m{htutlon of mamage, were once cfta-
bhfhed 1nequahty of condmons muft

«necefﬁuly tollow Thofe who W‘CIC born

aft_er the . divifion of plOp@ﬁ)f, would
“come into a world already pofleffed.  If
-~ their 1)'a1'e,11ts', from'vhaving too large a \
family, could not give them fufficient for

their
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thCll‘ fupport, what are they to do in a

| world where every thing 1s appropuated i
We have feen the fatal eﬁ"e&:s ‘that would
refult to-a foc1cty, if every man-had a
valid claim to an eqml fhare of the pro-

ducc of the carth.’

famlly which was ‘grown - too  large’ for

the ougmal divifion of land.;.appropuated_

‘to it, could not then demand a part-of

-.»th'e'furplu%‘pi‘@du% of bthers; as’a dcb’t_‘

‘of juftice. .
" the 1ncv1mble laws of -our. nature fome

human bemgs muﬁ: fuffer from want.

'Thefc are thc unhqppy pelfons who, in

the great lottery of life, have drawn a

bldnl .

~ “would foon exceed the ability of the {ur-

~The number -of thefe : claz1llanfgs

- plus produce to fupply. Moial merit is

a very difﬁcult diftinguithing criterion,.

| cxcept in extreme cafés.

/fmplus ploduce would in ‘general feek

-fome more obvious mark ofdiftinétion.
| And

The membexs of- a

It has appealed ‘that ﬁom~

The ow ners: of

tharcs.
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Aud it feuns both natmal and jutt, that

e\cfept upon paxtlcular occaﬁons, : the1r

“choice thould fall- upon thofe, who were

able, ‘and - profeﬂld ‘themfelves wxllmg,
to exert thelr Fcrength 1n plOCLllng a
further furplus ploduce and thus at’ once

beneﬁtmg the Commumty, and enabhng

‘thefe proprietors to -afford afsiftance to

greater numbers. © All who were in want :
of food would be' urged by . imperious

necefsity to offer their labour in exchangeb

for this article fo a,bfolutely eflential to

emﬁence The fund appxoprntcd to thc |

‘mamtcnancc of labour, would be, the

aggregate quantlty of food poﬂcﬁ'ed by

the.-owners- of land beyond thelr own
confumption. When the demands uponl
this fund were great and ‘numexous, it
would natmally be divided in ver y {mall
Labour would be 111 pald Men
would offer.to work for a bare fubﬁftence,
and the rc*mno of ﬁmzhcs »sould be

chech-
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-

'checked by ficknefs aiid mlfery o’ ‘the

‘contrary,’ When tlns fund: “was 1ncreaﬁng -

faft ; when it was great in propoxtlon to

“the: nuimber Qf claimants ;-

“would exch‘ah‘ge his labour without re-

ceiving an ample quantity of food in

~1etu1n. Labouxers Would lne in eafe

and comfort ; and would Confequently be

able to rear a numetous and vigorouis ‘off~

{pring: .

On the flate of- this fund, ;cli'cfflaijpiw

‘nefs, or the degree of mifery; prevailing

e‘.ezy known State, at: plefent chiefly

depends. “And on - this happmefs, or

degree -of -mifery, dcpe-nds ‘the -111cr¢af69

ftationarinefs, or decreafe of population.

-':':.Aﬁd ﬂ;lluS-ita'ppéar's, that zi‘foc}iety con-
ftituted according to the moft beautiful
- form

-y

*it would ~be |

divided: in-niuch larger fhares: No man.

*'unohcr'the lower claffes “of  people " in |

s

henevolence for its moving punmpie, n-
Jtead of felf-Iove, ‘and with every evil

| difpoﬁtlon i all its mcmbexs coraeé'tcd
~ by reafon arid not’ force; - would, frem |

ihe inevitable laws: ‘of nature, 'md ‘not

from any original deprawty of ‘man, in

4 very fhort" -period, “degenerate into’ a
. fumety, confte u&ed upﬂn a phn not eﬁ”en-:

tnlly different; from : that which preva1ls
in every known St'lte at. plefent I'mean,

~ a fociety divided it a clafs of pro-
prietors, .and a clafs- of labourers, and
- with felf-love for the main- fprmg of. the'
_orcat maclnne., |

N

In the fuppoﬁtmn I have made, i
h"we undoub’cedly taken the 1ncreafe of

population fmaller, and the increafe of

produce greater, than they really would
be. No reafon can be afmgned ~why,-
ander the mrcumﬁanecs I have fuppofed,

F o ' popu-
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form that nnagmatlon can concewe, Wlth ‘

rs
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Popuhtion thould not-increafe féﬁef thari

m any known inftance:: If then we were

to talee the period :of doubhng at» ﬁfteer.
- years, ‘inftead of twenty-ﬁve -years 3 and
‘reﬁe& ‘upon  the/ labour n(_ceffaly to
double the produce in fo fhort a timey
even it we allow ‘it pof31ble 5 we may
venture to- pronounce W1t11 certamty,
that if Mr. Godwin’ s! fyﬁem ‘of fociety

was eftablithed in'. its. utmof’c perfectiony

mf’cead of mynads of centuries, not. thlrty_

years ‘could 'elaple, ‘beforé its utter. de-

ﬁruéhon from the ﬁmple pxmmple of

N ' :

‘ populatlon, :

I'ha'vetal;:eh'no notice of' cmigration

V‘ far obifiouS' reafons:
were mfhtuted 1 other _parts of Luropq
| thefe Countues would be under the’ {fame
dlfﬁcultles W1th reoard to populatlon, and
C could ‘1dm1t no freﬂ1 memberb into theit
If tln° beautiful focicty were

" oconw

, bofoms.

If fuch 'focieties
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 confined to thls 1ﬂand, it muft have de-“
generated ﬁrangely ﬁorn its orlgmal pu- -
rity, and adminifter biit’ a very {mall
portlon of. the happmefs it . propofed

in’ 1h01t
completely deﬁloyed before any of 1ts

its eﬁcntml prlnuple muﬁ be‘

members would Voluntauly confent toﬂ
leave it and live ‘under fuch - govern-
ments “a§: at plefent exift 'in’ EUIOPC, or’
~ fubmit’ to ‘the: C\treme haldfhlps "of
| £ We* well’

ﬁom repeated expeuence, “how -

Airft fottlers in: ‘new regions.’
l\now
'much m1fe1y rand haldﬂup men  will
undergo in -their: own “country; before
they “can’ detelmme to defert it; and
- how loften’ the!moft temptmg propofals "
of embarking: fm new fettlements have:
“beenrejected : by people Who appeared to

be almoﬁ [’carvm A L ;
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CHAP XI

Mr Gadwm 5 conjecture. concerning tbe Sfuture sextings -

tion of the paffiori between the fexes—=Little apparent
B g‘roumi: for Juch a cozyeé?ure -—Paf on qf ‘Io?: not
' mcarg/' jlent e:tber 'wztb reajbn or rmrme. C

: WE»‘Ba‘ve fl‘ri)p@fcd Mr. GodW‘i‘n’s fyf-
- tem of fociety once “completely efta-
| bhfhed But it s fuppoﬁng an 1rnpof-
fibility, . The fame ¢aufes in wature

- which would deﬁroy it fo rapxdly, were

it once ,eﬁabhfhed,» would preve‘nt\ the

pofsibi‘l'ity of 'its eﬁabl‘iihm‘ent‘. And upon

~what grounds we. can. prefume a change
in thefe. natural caufes,.\ am utterly, at

‘a lofs to- conjeé’cure ‘No_move towards

the extmé‘non of the pafsmn between the

fexes has taken place in_the five or fix 4
“theufand years that the world has exifted. -
Men ' in the decline of hfe have, 1 all

- ages, declaimed againft a pafsxonwh'mh
o they

“:Y'P vey
L

.
[N

. ’
x’fﬁt’ﬁc’:’ii"iﬁ"éﬁftioé’t‘fr‘.ﬁn’dir’. é 1

they have ceafed to feel, but W1th as little

reafon as fuccefs. - Thofe who from’ cold- |
nefs -of: conf’atutxoual temperament have‘

r_rnever felt What Iove 1‘s, will furely be

: ﬁllowed to be very. mcompetent judges;”
“with. reward to the power of. this pafsion;

. to contubute tg the fum- of pIeafurable -

{enfations in hfe Thofe who ‘have fpent
their youth in cnmmal e\ceﬁes, and
have prepared for themfelves, as the com<

lforts of their age, corporal deblhty, and'
_mental remmfe, may well inveigh againft
- {uch pleafures as. vain and futﬂe, and

unproduétive of - Iaﬁmg {fatisfadtion. But '
the pleafures of pure love will . bear:the |
contemplation - of - the moft xmproved rea<.

- fon, ‘and the moft ‘exalted virtue: " Per-

~haps there is. fcarcely a' mat, -who' has

rwonce expérienced the” gentine dehoht of

irtuous love, howevex great hisintellécs

| tual pleafures’ may ' hive been; that does -
<-hot look back to the penod 3§ the funny |
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fpot 11v1ns*whole llfe, where s nnaqma- N

tlon Ioves to bqﬂ{ i whxch he 1ecolleéts

zmd contemplates w1th the fonde{t “fes

hve “over agam . Thé’ fupenorlty of “inc
telle&ual ‘to - fenfual ple'tfures,c confifts
rather, in’ tHeir: ﬁlhné, Qip  miere -time, in

their havmg a largerr rangc, - ‘and ‘in théir

berng lefs hable to f‘lthtV, than m thelr .

being more real and’ eﬂ'entlal

5( o ,::- {’l.,,‘;‘ Ig... 7‘:,,‘:\’:~' i

s A S PR AR R .J' -

Intempelance in every: enjoyment de-
feats its;own pulpofe.r, A ‘walk:in:ithe

fineft day, th:ougllv ;the ‘mioft?béautiful

eountry, if -purfued:too far, -ends-in, paln ,

and fatlgue.; The ;moft Wholefome and

invigorating- food,l eaten ;with an:unres

Atrained, appetite, produces ‘weaknefs,” o
~ftead of firength.. Even mtelle&ual plea-
fures,.,.thoudh ce1tamly lefs 11able than

1nterm1f51on, ‘deblhttte the body’_ and

¥y Ty D 1mpau:

ff;i.
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FICETAEY

nnpau'“the wvigour of the mu;d. 3 3:1“ ordrgue

“ againtt the, reahty eﬁ,thefe ple’lfures from
their abufe, fecems to’ be hardly Jllﬁ
Morahty,- -according to~Mr. “Godwin; " is
3, calcuhtlon sof confequences, or, ‘as
Axchdeacon Paley very Ju{’tly expreffes it, .
the will_of God, -as-collected from 'general .
expedlene} Accmdmw to-either, of i thefe

deﬁmmons, 'trfenfual pleaﬁue, not«at-

......

Confequences, does not offend aoaml’c .thel

laws of, monhty . and; ifit, be -purfued
with fuch a degree (of ; temperance, as"to
leave thie moft: ample room; for; 1ntellec-'
tU’ll attamments, it muft undoubtedly add “
lee. > Vntuous love, exalted by frlend-
ﬂnp, feems tobe that. Tfort - of: nn\ture of
- fenfual - and mtelleCtual en ovmcnt p’ll‘o
ticularly: fulted toythe 'nature 7 of . man,
and moft power fully calculated to awaken |
P g ) th\.‘a
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the fympathles of ‘the {oul 'and produc:;-
- the moﬁ exqulﬁte frratlﬁcatmns. SRUSE

b . ot BRI O

OSSR 31‘,1”’.'

Mr. Godwm fays, in’ order to fhew: the
ewdent inferiority - of the: pleafures of

fenfe, “ Strip the commerce of the fe\efs \

of ‘all its attendant circumftances '? and
;t would be qenerally defplfed 48

might as well fay toa man who adfmlred
 ftrip them -qf . their - fprmdmg
branches and’ lovely fohage, and what
beauty can' you {ee in ‘a bare pole;’ But
it’ was “the’ tree ‘with the branches and
ffohage, ‘afid not w;thoqtthe;g, that ex:
Citéd"zi:clﬁﬁfatlio"nc . Oné: feature of an “obs
and P\Clte as

re fr&tc

a5 any two thm% the ‘moft erote, as a.

.bcauhtul woman, and a:map of Mada-'

O‘o[c;'ar,v 'I;t 13 3 the fyfgmemyof’;perion,

:‘"Et :;s Ca ’5-‘ "?: 737
: ." 3 !

the

N :

a female,
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“the v,lvaclty, the voluptuous foftnefs of
temper, the affeéhomte kmdnefs of feel-—

ings, the imagination’ and the wit”? of a

woman-that excite the pafsion ,of ‘love,

and not the mere diﬁin&édn -of her being
Urgecl by the pafsionof love,’
men have’beén d,riv,en into aéts ‘highly
pféjﬁdi'cial to the general intercfis-of fo-
clety s ‘but probably they would have
found - no difficulty in reﬁﬁmg the 'temp~
-tatlon, had it appeared in- the- form of a
woman, with no other- attrac’hons what-
ever but her fex.” To ﬁup fenfual” plea-'
{ures'of "all their adjun&s, in" grder to
prove thelr 1nfer10r1ty, ‘Is to” dcpnve a’:

magnet of - fome ot its moft eﬁ"entml'

~ caufes of attraé‘uon, and ‘thép-to’ fay th'lt‘

)-',«A

comaedesd

1t 1s weak and mefﬁment R
. L N ~.\‘; ;(;.' EEREE RO 2

N }4:- - . ’."',A‘ - . P ,,.:,“.;,“}'~

L

In the purﬁut of evexy enJoyment
whether fenfualor 1ntelle&ual Reafon,
that faculty Wthh enables us tg calculate

P4 . con-




-216 i <. i')lAN',fESS‘AY .ON.’-?"THE YR

confequences, is' the proper correéhve
~and ‘ghidé. Tt .is probablé, therefore that

- improved reafon- will always tend:to pre-. _

‘vent’ -the- abufe -of fenfual - pleafures,

thouOh it by no.means follows that 1t wil}

-y

\ extlngm{h them, e

i : e 1o . ‘ i r
LA m e - ypre ta e RIRE
DYV ST RS S S S0 T D S e S S S ST Ty

T have J@Q,déa\’bl:lr‘ed_; to expofe the fal« .
lacy; of ithat argument. which infers an”
unlimited; progrefs fromi.a. “partial pims

provement, qthehlumts iof which’ cannot
.be eptaétjy,‘afcez tamed, o It has appeared
wh1clr,a demded plogrefs hhas been ob-_»
'fcned,“whexe -yet 1t would be ja Ofrofs{
’lbfllldlty to, fuppofe that. progrefs indes
finite. . -But towards the .extinétion, of the,
1)af51oh between the. fexes, no\obfervable
provrefs wh'ltever has hither to been made.
To. {uppoxc fuch an extm&mn, therefore,
s merely to offer an unfounded con_]ec-;

Sodeae i ey ey e, 00 iiesy
N D NGRS RS BCHS A SRR SRR L SR S A

Dt ey e Jdarey
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‘ture, unfupported by anyJ phllofophlcal»-

'probabxhtles..,p.; 0 wrnals wawnl odr igdy

. oy
l\-u"ji ety \ 3: \n‘;z “ :q

N owetireen,
UERREN <, Fea

PR
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[
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Ttisa truth, which’ ]nﬂory I am aﬁaxd
makes. too zclear,. that ‘fome ‘men” 6f! ‘the
hwhef’c mental powers, have been ad- .

1é’ced not only to a moderate, but even

to an immodeérate indulgence in the plea-

-fures of fenfual love. But allowmg,-as I

ﬂlould be inclined to do, notmthﬁandlng -
numerous inftances to the contlary that
great mtelleé’cml ew:ertlons tend todiminith

the empire of this pafsion over man ; it is

j\ev1dent that the mafs of mankmd muﬁ

be improved more h]ghly than the -
brighteft. ornaments of the fpecxes at
prefent, bcfore '1ny d1ﬁerence can- take
place fufficient fenfibly to affe&’ popula-
tion, I would by no means fuppofe that

- the mafs of mankmd has reached its term

of i nnplovcment but the p11nc1pa1 ar-
gument of th;s eﬁ’ty tends to place in g-

ﬁlonv'- ‘
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firong point- of .¥iew, the:improbability,

that the lower claffes of people’ in any

country, fhould ever be fufﬁc;lently free

‘from want and labour, to attain any lugh
degree of intelleGtual improvement, « -

——
-5 o)
Noves .

CHAP.

\
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M Godwin’s con_;ecture concerning the mdgﬁmie prolm.,
gatmn af buman life.—Improper ﬂgﬂrence drawn from
i the efficts, of mental fimulants on the hyman Sframejil.
‘ ]uftrated in various mftances.—— Carz/ectuns not ﬁunded
on. any zz;dt:atzam in the pafty not to" be corj dered as
ephilofophical conjectures — M. Godwm ’s and Mr. /
g Cona'orcet 5. conjectyre. r{/:ﬁectmg tbe approac/: of man
: taward: zmmartalzty on eartb a curwu; z?_z/i‘anca

'.ey"tbe mca;g[/?emy qfﬁeptzczfn. LT T

MR. Godwm s conJe&nre refpc&mg the

- future approach “of man towards 1rmnor~

iahty on ealth feems to ‘be rather oddly

placed in a.chaptex,u Wthh ‘profefles tg

remove . the objection :to lns fyﬁem of

equahty from the’ prmclple «of . popula-

~ tion. ‘Unlefs he fuppofes the pafsxon be-
 tween the fe:xes to decreafe faﬂel, than

the duratxon of life mcxea{es, the earth

ﬂwould be .more encumbered than evel.

But leavmo thls difficulty  to Mr. God-

VVI n, o
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o

N THES15G

s o

win, let us emmme a few of the ap*

pearancea ﬁom which “the probable im-

mortallty of MA1-1S mfcxrcd. .

/

Tea :'9 B3 . n“‘"g [ SR A SR \:v.x\

RS
""'V"'1\o plove the .DOY c1 of tl\le\ﬁ;}‘u\pd over

the body, I\h. (Jodwm obfuves,n“ How ’

often “do” v&e ﬁnd a’ p:ecc “of’ good hetvs

,r; 4 \\ ;X‘ 193 "“\ L3
b S.)"v

dd«xpatm candif tClﬂpCl }- How.:commen
EERLE 1em'u£; tln‘?(: :th'of(, \a{:‘ol\c}‘ogtsﬁ}‘.‘ﬂiich
“a\l:go\\“to“ﬁ;oAiddolon‘t a fourceyof - difeafe,
are forgotten and c:\tu'pated w the bufy
~andaétive?s T swalke| »twcntyumlles in. ah
mdolent rand-chalfer deterinined jtemper,
and.o amJ e\tlen}ely fatwued. o] - wilk

twenty .miles:full- ofy ‘lldOlll, rand with'a

‘motive’} that dengroflesmy: foul, cand I

_come:in’as ﬁeinxmdvas '11@1‘: asiiwhen
I';begana:ny;gouruoy

by {ome ;unéxpectedsi word; byl a iletter
. A J . S

thats is/! delivered . to 1s;+ occafiors the

moft extracrdinary,srevolutionsin’:our
fr ame,’ acoclcragc”s the fcii'k:u1a\t,}_1o'1‘1~,';".,camfo§
Y - ) ' ' A the

R

Lmotxbnsr 0\01tcd‘

:y

i»mNei‘re‘-iﬁibxv‘sﬁ'pdpm;:xmoN. '-'2‘2’.1::.

~the héart“'to’ palpltatc,‘! the tongue to
'reiufe 1ts ‘office;’ and thas been - known

to- occaﬁon :deéath- byue\tremc angm{h

oy’ ‘e\:trcme Joy There is7nothing" in%

decd of - whlch ‘the phyﬁcxan is _miore
aware -~ than of the power of the mind
in afsifting:or ret"trdmg oonvalefcence.f
foat ‘{‘;:_lfr),‘ly Hioe chne 1D
> ’I"lie‘ mﬁanoes-'here ment1oned “gre

tal '-ﬁlmulmts' on—the bod-lly fr'une. ‘\7

~perfon thas" ever “for-a’ miomeént doubted

the “near; though myﬁenous conne&xon,_
of mind’! land: body “But’ it’ s’ arrrumg'
totally: thhout knowledge ‘of “the na:

ture of. ﬁunulants to’ fuppofe, either that
“they’ can 'be apphed contmually ‘with
cqual® firéngth; " or lif they- could be' fo

applicd; for. a ‘time, - that they would

not exhauft and weatriqut’ the {ubjeét.

In- fome of the cafes here noticed, the -

firength of the fﬂ'iim‘xlus ‘depends upon

Ve

, 1 . : . itg -
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‘1ts '- no{felty" and un,expeétédnefs.{% s Sdc'h;d

- -ftimulus cannot, . from its nature; bere<

peated -often ‘with the famie. effeét, as
it would by repetition lofe that pro-
| ‘perty wlnch gwes it 1ts ﬁrength |

. '-Inqthe_ che'r cafes, tHe “argument is

from a fmall and partial effed, to

- great and general effeét; Wwhich will'in -

numberlefs mf’cances .be. found to be- &

- . very fallacious mode- of .reafoning.. Thﬁ‘" |
~ bufy and active . man may in fome-de-
. gree counteraét, or what is perhaps nearer

the truth, may dlfregard thofe flight- dif~
ordergof frame, whx_ch fix 'thﬂe attentl__onv

-af a man who has nothing clife to.think
of; but this does not tend to. prove

‘that aéhvrty of mind will. enable a.man

to, d1freoard ‘a, hlgh fever, the” fmall-s,

| POX,:.er the plagueo :

‘ ,“ ;t"""'I}lg
/ : .
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. The man who Walks twenty mlles Wlth‘; ‘

‘2 motive that engroﬂ'es ‘his foul, does. . .

~ not -attend to his ﬂxght fatigue of, bedy‘g f
when he comes ins-bit double his mos:

tive, and_ fet l;lm to ._Walk -another twenty;- .
- miles, quadruple it, and let him- fart
a thir‘d-time, and-fo on ; and‘the‘length’of“
his walk' will ultxmately depend upon -
mufcle and not mind.. Powel, for a. mo-
tive of ten gumeas, would have Walked:
| further -probably. than Mr. Godwm, for
a motlve of half'a million. A motive

of> uncomrion power acting upon a frame

of ‘moderate ﬁrength, ‘would, perhaps.\ -

make the man kill himfelf by ‘his. exer--
hons, but' it: would’ not- make hnn walls,
.an hundred miles in twenty-four hours,
‘HT}ns ftatement- of -the eafe, thews the,l
fallacy of fuppoﬁng, that the perfono
Was really not at all- tned i his- ﬁrﬂ:g‘

walk of " twenty: miles,, becaufe he: did;

not:g qppear to be {o, or,- pérhaps; {carcely:
e S8 o - felt
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felt any fatlgue hlmfelf The mmd caiis
riot fixiits attention® ﬁrongly on'imore
than'one’obje‘& atudhee. The: twenty:

thoufand pounds fo engmﬁ’ed his thoughts,

that he'did’ ‘not"attend to any ﬂlght fore-
- nefs of foot, ‘or fiffnefs of hmb i But had: |
he béen” 1eally as :frefht and as i qlert, as.
‘when' he! firft: fet " off, he would be ablev‘: :
to’go ‘the {econd twenty ‘milés with as -
rhuch: - eafe /s thé . firft, -and: fo o, the‘
third," &c. - whitch leads' fo:a: palpable’
o abﬁudity ‘When'ra - horfe Tof ‘{pirit:is .
V nearly half, tired, by~ the ftimulus of
the* fpul, added’ to: ‘the pxoper managea :

, ment’ of - the bit, - he may beput fo

| much upon h1simettle, that ‘he. would‘

appear to'a-ftandei-by, “as frefh and as
“high : fp;rlted,; as 1f-»,he -had,no_t ‘gone 2

‘miile.  Nay, probably, the horfe himfelf,

while:in the heat' and pafsion occafioned

}'bry';"thié 'ftim'ul'lj’s‘, would ‘not''féel ‘any’*
fatlgue but 1t would . be ﬁranoely con-{
- ' - | . trary‘
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taary ‘to “all - ‘reafon ‘and expeuence, to- .
“argue ‘from ‘fuch’ ‘an, appealance, that
: 1f the ﬁxnmhls were contmued the horfey'_
“would never be tired.. The . cry of 4 p‘tck
‘. .of ‘hounds ‘will 1nake fome horfes, after

a Joumey ‘of forty miles on’ the 1oad

appear as ﬁe{h, and as. hvely, as when

they ﬁl(’c_fet out. . Were they then to -
be hunted ‘no perceptlble abatement.
would at firft ‘be felt by ‘their riders

- in. their ﬁrength and Apirits,. but to~ -
R walds the “end of a haxd day, the pre-.

vious fat1gue would have its. full Welght
and eﬂ'e& and make them tire fOODGl.

~When I have taken a long walk W1t11 ‘
- my. gun, and’ ‘met’ with no; fucccfs, |
- have ﬁequently 1etumed home feehnrr a
~confiderable degree ‘of uncomfmtablenefa
. .'ﬁom f'mgue Another day, .. perhaps,

going over nea:ly the fame extent of

ground. ‘with a good deal  of fpoxt
- have come home ﬁeih, and . alert.’ The

Q0 ) difference
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‘dlfferencc in the fenfatxon of fatwtw/
upon commg in, onthe dlfferen‘c days, -

may have been very ﬁrkkmg., Dut on the

followmd mm nings 1 have found 10 fuch o

| _dlfference T have not pelcewed that I
was. lefs fiff in nry hmbs, or lefs foot-

fore, on the mommg after the chy of

fport than on the other mormng

| In all thefe cafes, fnmulants upon the
vmmd feem to act rather by taking. off
the ‘attention from” the bodily fatlgue,i
S ‘chan by really and truly countera&mg

If the energy of my mmd had really. .

countera&ed the- fatigue of my body,

why- fhould I feel tired the ne*«:t morn-

ing ? If the ftimulus of the ,hounds had
as completely Qvercome the fatlgue of

the Joumey in reality, as it did in: ap-.

pearatice, why. fhould the hmfe be tired
{ooner than-if he. had not 0‘one the. fmty; o
. miles ?- I happen to have a very bad fit .

‘of

~
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' ef the teoth ache at the ‘ame I am wrla

‘tmg dns In ‘the eagernefs ‘of compo-

ition, I -evety now and then, f01 a mo-
“ment of two, forvet its - Yet . I cannot

help - thinking that the pxoccfs wluch‘-

'~ caufes "the pain, is fill- going forwalds,’

" and that the nerves, which carry the in-
‘formatxon ef it to the ‘brain, . are .even

‘ 'duung thele moments demandmg atten-? '
- tion, and room . for their: appropuate vi- -
brat10ns; The multlphclty of v1b1at10ns

of another kmd may perhaps prevent .
theu admlfsmn, or overcome them for a ]

tlme when admltted tll a fhoot of ex- .

-tlaordmary energy - puts all other bexa- =
tions to' the rout,’ deﬁroys the v1v1dnefs -
~_,of my’ amumentatlve ‘conceptions, and
Tides t1‘1umphant in the' ‘brain, . In-this.

cafe, as"in the O'ChElS, the mand {eemg,

~to have little of no powe1 1n counter-f

aﬂmg, or curing the diforder; hut mere]y.
Q 2 v poflefles.
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poﬁ'eﬁ"es a power, iif ﬁrongly excxted of

| - fixing its’ attentmn on other fub‘]eé’cs.,:.};{ B

. ‘
VN
RO .

1'do not, however, mean: to fay, that

afound and wgorous mmd has no ten- -

'deney whatevel to keep’ the body in a

h ﬁmll'u ftate. So “clofe ard - 1ntunate 1s

the “union" of mlnd and” body, that'it
~ would be h1ghly extraordinary,’ if they
did not mutually afsift mch otHers func:
tions. * Buty’ perlnps, upon a eomparxfon9

the body has more effect upon the mind,

thcm the mind upon ‘the body.' The firft
| obJe&: of the mind is to_ aé’c as purveyor

to the wants of the body. When thefe

wants -ate “completely fatisfied, an adtive.

: 'mmd 1s - mdeed apt to Wander ﬁuther,

. to range over - the" ficlds of fcience, or

N fport in “the - regions of 1magmat10n, to
fancy that - it has fhuffled - off - tlm

mort'xl coil,”’ and 1s feeking its. kmdled

element.

in’ ﬂeepe B R ATl et

But all thefe effmts are like =
the |

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION.

the vain éxértions “of vthe -hare in the:
fable.: :The! ﬂowly moving ; tortmfe, the- -
o body, never falls ‘to" overtake !the mmd
B ‘however wxdely and e*{tenﬁxcly it may; |
have: ranged, and- the brlghteﬁ and moft.
"«enexgetle 1ntelle&s, unwﬂhngly as they;‘
may attend ‘to the ﬁlﬂi or fecond fim-

mons, - muﬁ ultunately yleld the ém-
Lpne of the bram to ! ‘the- calls of hun-

ger; 'or fink W1th ‘the e‘(hauﬂed body

s

s
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It feems as if one mlght fay * with
eertamty, that 1f a’ medlcme could be

~found to 1mmo1hhze the body, there

would ‘be’ no fear, of ‘its] bemg accom-

_panied by ‘the - 1mmortahty of.- the ‘mind.
'_'»'But thet 1mmo1tahty of. thexmmd by no
'means {eems to mfel the': unmortahty |
of the ~body. :

:gleateﬁ ~conceivable enexgy mmd

~On . the contlaxy the

would | prqbably e\hauﬂ; and dcﬁxo;i
Tued o Q 3 : the _
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the ﬁrength of the body. A temperate “
vigour of - mind appears ‘to’ be favoura~
ble ta health but: very great mtellec-. '

tual . exeruons tend r'1ther, as. ‘has-been’
often obferved, . ta ~wear out the- {oab-
bard.” Moft of the mﬁances which Ml.
Godwm'has brought_.to, prove the ,pov_ver
“of s the 'mind over the- “hedy, and- ‘the
confequent probabxhty of the immorta-
'l;ty of ‘man, are of this latter . defcrip-
- tion, and could fuch ftimulants be conti«

nually apphecl, inftead of tendmg to im-
o mortalize, they would tend very rapldly .

to deﬁxoy thc lmman frameq

: “Th‘e‘ pre\loizible fin'creafé" of “the voluns
"tzlry?ipoﬁvef of man: over his animal

: frame, ‘comes next under Mr, Goadwin’s

_ conﬁderatlon, and -he concludes by fay-

ing, that the voluntary pawer of fome

men, in' this' refpe&, ‘is found 'to ex-
~ tend -to‘various articles in: which- other

“tion of the.1r lives, .

~ men -

i’RINCIPLE‘OF "P”OPULATIO:N. ) 23"1

‘men are 1mpotent But this: is reafon-
mg agamft an almof’t umverfal rule

nom a few e\ceptlons and thefe ex-. -

ceptxons feem to be rather. tr1cks, than _‘

~ powers, that maylbe exerted to any good-
- plifpofe:” . have never heard ‘of -any -
~ man who could regulate his pulfe in’ 2

fever-'and doubt much if-‘any of the

perfons here. alluded to, have - made the

fmalleft pexceptlble progrefs ‘in - the é-

“gular’ corleéhon of 1 the ' diforders of their

frames, and :the " confequent prolong“x-

. -~
-

Mr. Goclwm fwys, ¢ Nothmg can be
more unphllofoplncal -than -to; conclude,

that, becaufe a ce:tam fpecles of power

is' beyond the - tlam of our prefent ob-

{ervation, that it is beyond : the. hmlts
of the humair mind.” I'own my 1deas
of philofophy are in this refpe& wxdely
. different from Mr. Godwm S . The .iny .

Q 4 dif-
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| \d1ft1n€tlon that I fee, between a phxlo_
fophlcal conjeéture, ‘and the affertions. .
Vof the . P1ophet Mr., Brothers, 18, | .that
_one is founded , upon mdlcatlons anﬁng

from the tr,nn -of ‘our- prefent obferva-

tions, “and .the other has'na founuatlon

at-all. " I expeét that gledt dlfcoverles -

are yet to ,ta.ke place in all the blenches

" of h‘”uman’ Acience, : partieularly in-.phy--

fics; :but. the moment "we . leave !Ipaft

‘experience as the foundatlon of ~our
conjeétures cdncerning the future -and
il more,’ if our con_]e&ures abfolutely

contradu_‘t pa{t experience, we are thrown

upon ‘a, wide field ‘of ° uncertainty, - and
any one fuppoﬁtlon is then Juﬁ as good-as
‘another. If a perfon were to tell me that

men would ultlmately have eyes andv'

hands behmd them as Well as -before

‘_'them, I fhould admit the ufefulnefs
~of :the addition, but fhould give as.a
'reafon for my dlfbehef of it, that 1

arl i - o faw

N

'
-
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- faw no indications Whatever in the paﬁ

from. Whlch I could mfer the fmalleﬁ

plobablhty of fuch a change - If . thls \

be” not-allowed a valid ObJG&IOIl, all

| conJeéhues are ahke, ‘and. all equally"

phllofophlcal I own 1t appears to me,

_ that in the train of our prefent obfervath'

ons, there are no more genume indications

that man W111 ‘become 1mm01tal upon

ealth, than that he W111 have four eyes |
\and four hands, 01 ‘that ‘trees will gxow  ' d
| houzontally mﬁead of perpendlcularly

It 'Will ‘be faid”{pelhaps,' that 'mdn‘y

dlfcovenes ‘have alleady taken place in

_the -world that were totally unf01efeen |
,and unehpeé‘ced Thls I glant to be
v;‘txue- ‘but if a pelfon had pledl&Cd~"
_thefe dlfcoveues, W1thout belng gulded
by any analogies’. or mdlcatlons from |
- paft fa&s, he: would deferve the name“
of feer o1 prophet but not of plulofo-
: pher. .

- A
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\

pher, .'The. wondex that foiné of oui

modern d1fcover1es ‘would e\cxte in the -
{favage . 1nh'1b1tants of Euxope ‘the -
- %imes of Thefeus and Achilles, plOVCS but

Tittle. Petfons almoft entirely unacquamtw

‘ed-with the "powers of a maclnne, can~

not be e\peéted to guefs at its effects.

I am far from faying, that we are at f
" prefent by any means fully- acquainted

with “the powers of the human mind ;

‘but: we certainly know more of this i m-e

{trument than" was ‘known four thoufand

years ago; and therefore,  though not

~to "be called competent Judges, ‘we are

certainly much better able, than favages,

| to fay what - 1s, or-is not, within : 1ts

grafp, <A watch: would. firike a Savage

Wwith" as * much- furprlze as_a perpetual

motmn, yet ohe, 15 .to us ‘a moﬁ fas

‘miliar picce of mcchamﬁn,- and the

other, has "conflantly - eluded the. efforts ;

of the  moft acute. intelle@s. - In many

S o ‘. s

-

/
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| ~ inftances, we ‘aré now able to perceive - the
- caufes, which; prevent an  unlimited-i nn--,
| "provement in’ thofe: inventions, . which-
- {eemed to promife fairly.for it at firft. . The
original improvers . of - telefcopes ,would

prébably' think, that as:long éS' the fize

of the fpecula, and the. length of the

tubes could be increafed, the powe:s

~and 'zdvantages of the: mﬁrument would
_1ncref1fe but-experience has fincé taught
us, that the. fmallnefa of. the ﬁeld the

deficiency of . hght, and the cncumf’mncc |

‘of the atmofphere bemg magmﬁed pre-

vent - the beneficial mfults .that were to
be e‘.{,.peé}cd from teglefc_qpes“qf ‘extraor-
dinary fize’.and POWeEFy. In many: parts

‘of “knowledge, -mhan has been almoft con-
~ {tantly making fome] progrefs, in:other

parts, - hlS effmts have ‘been mvanably
bafﬂed The Savage Would not proba-

bly he able to' guefs ‘at the. ca‘ufes - of
this 'p)ighty. difference, OQur further ex-

-

perience
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\penence hanglven Jus. fome little ina
fightinto i thefe i caufes; “and :*ha_s - there-:
fore ‘enabled ius ‘better ‘to judge; if not,
of what we are ‘to” exPe& 1n future, at

"leaf’c ;of -what:: we * are not-; to e*(pe&

wlnch, though ‘negative; 1s’a! very ufeful’

plece of: 1nform‘1t10n. S clmegh g

o [_,",",' I3 2i,~~ IR E I [ 2NER I B
S e ‘,\'. : : .

i“fAs thc necefmty fof 0 ﬂeep feems ra-

ther to- ‘depend >upon the body than

the mind, it doesnot ! 'Ippe‘u‘ how the.

11nprovement 26f {the ! mind: can » tend'

very ‘greatly tto,’ fuperfede this: ¢ “con-

fplcuous infirmity.” A .man! who by
great exc1tements on -his= mmd, 1S able

\to"“pafs ‘two* or-” three * nights : Wlthout

\"ﬂeep, proportlonably exhaufts’ thc vigour |
"of his*body: ; and" thls “diminution’: of

"health ‘and ﬁrength will ‘foon ! difturb
‘the:iopérations<of his undelﬁmdmof fo
“that' by > thefe- oreat-\eﬂ'ort ‘he appeaxs
. to, have made -no -real progrefs Wlntever,

- '

e et R o IR

lonmng thc duratlon of human hfe.
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.1n fuperfedmg the neoefs1ty of tlns fpe- |

.....

cies of reft. - oot k;:-;-;;.f:

I‘here is cer tamly a fufﬁmently m"ul\-

-

ed dlffexence 1n the vanous Chala&exs

Aof VVthh we - Imve fome knowledoe, IC— '

latne to the enelgles of theu mmds,

j ‘their benevolent purfults, &c.: to enable |
. us to Judore, whethe1 the opelatlons 01

: mtelle& hwe any dec1ded effe& in pro-

e .\.

1§ oeltam, th’lt no demded ef‘re& of th:s

kind_has yet been obferved -~Though

no attentlon of any kmd has ever p1o~ |
duced fu(,h an_ effe& as could be con-

;trued 1nto the fmalleﬁ: femblance of--

4....; o}

an apprmch towards nnmortahty yet

s

of the_ two, 2 celt'un attentlon to the

-L;J L SRS

body, feems _to have more eﬁ"e& in thl%_

* »refpeé’f th‘m an zﬁtenﬁon to the mmd .

The m'm who ’mkes h1s tempelate meals,
:md his bodlly exerelfe, with fcxupulous

2 regula-

-




- hedlth'y, than the man Who, very deeply -

<
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regnlarl ty; | W;Il : genera]ly be 'fbund, _, mqt‘_e |

| Lngqged in mtelle&ual pu1fults, often'

forgets for a tnne thefe bodily cmvmgs;
The - citizen who has 1etned and whofe

1deas,, perhaps, fcalcely, foar above, or

extend beyond his little garden, pud-.

ling " all the '1110rniiig about- "his' borders
of box, waI, pelhups, hve as - long as
the - plulofopher Whofe range ‘of mtele

leé‘c is the™ mo& exenﬁve,vand Whofe”‘
v1ews are the clearef’c of any of his. con<

tempomne& ; It has been poﬁtwely ob-

ferved by thofe - who have attended to

the bills Of mortahty, that women. live

Tonger upon an average. than men ; and,

_tlnt their mtelleé‘tual faculties “are in<'

ferlor, yet I thmk, it mui’c be’ allowed

: that from then* different educatwn, theic

are not fo manv Womcn as men, Who

s are

A §

. though 1 Would not by any means fay -

imm'crr'LEfo’F-éoruLAncN.. 939

are;. excited to vxgorous mental- exéra.
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As in thefe and ﬁrmlar mf’cances, or
to take a. Iarger range,’ as: in the.great

dlvelﬁty of charaéters that have exiffed

during fome thoufand years, no deexded

- dxﬁ'erence has been obferved.- in the du-
',ratlon of human hfe from. ,the opera-
‘uon of mtelleét the mmtahty of man’

on earth feems to ba. as, completely
grounds, as any one, the moﬁ conﬂant
of the laws of nature. “An mnnedmte
aé’( of pawer in-the, Creator of .the; Uni-

- ‘\verfe might, indeed, change one or. all |

of thefe laws, elther fuddenly or gra-

| dually ; but Wxthout fome mdxcatmns of ~

fuch-a. change, and ; fuch indications. do
not, ex1ﬁ, it sy juft” as- unph;lefophzcal
to fuppofe that “the; hfe of | .man; may

be. plolono'ed bcyond any. afsignable li-
T ' rmts,l
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jmlts, as: to, fuppofe that - the- attra&xon
of the earth -will gradually be changed’
into 1epulﬁon, and that ftones will ul-
timately~~-r1fe 1nﬁead-‘—of fall- or ‘that
“the “earth Wﬂl fly offiat a cert'un pe-
. tiod: ‘to fome mmewgemal ‘and warmer

H S esgpae 'S

s Lt !" iy ’g’f R
: l'.“"?’ “ J R L R N
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The conclifion “of - this chapter pre-

) fents us, undoubtedly, with ' a very beau-
< tiful and” defireable” p1é‘cure, ‘bt” hke
fome of thofe landfcapes, drawli from
; '-fancy, and* not mmgmed with™ truth,
1t failst of that in® the heart‘
thch ‘nature - and- probablllty can alone

-intereft

i & cannot‘ qmt thls iftbeth ‘without
taklno' ‘notice ‘of ithefe - conjeé'tmes sof
Mr.*Godwin and».M.x... Condorcet, : con— |
"eerning,:‘.th'e;j indefinite ‘prolongation of
“human “life,as “a ‘very < cutious “inftance -

: I . of -

1‘

in another ﬁate,,
Je&ed the lwht of matural”’ reho'lon,'

o fafhdlous

;-
?RINCIPLE OF POPULATION.

of the longmg of the foul after
unmoz tahty ‘Both ™~ thefe gentlemen
have 1e_;eéted the hght of revelatlon
WlllCh abfolutely pxormfes etemal life
They have alfo re-

- Whlch to the ableft 1ntelleéts in all ages,
| has mchcated ‘the future euﬁeuce of
the foul. Yet fo congemal 1s-the idea
" of 1mmortahty to ‘the ‘mind of man, that
ﬁ'_they cannot confent entuely to throw
it out of thelr fyftems.v After all their
fceptlclfms A concernmv thei
| only plobable ‘mode of numortahty,

they . introduce -a fpecies. of nnmmtahty

of ‘their own, not ~only completely con-’
tradl&ory to every law of phllofophlcal
probability, but .in itfelf in the lngheﬂ

_ 'deglee, nanow, partial, and unjuft. They
"fuppofe that_ all the great, virtuous, and

"exalted mmds, that have ever emﬂed or

| .-that may em{t for fome thoufands, per-.

/

R hap«

;o

\-2’“‘4,
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haps nnlhons of years, will be funk m

nmh:latlon and tlnt only a few be-

ings, not.greater in number - than can
~ exift at once upon the earth, will be
-ultimately - Cxowned with 1mmort'111ty

_“{ad fuch a tenet been advanced .as a

tenet of 1e»el’xtxon, I am -very fure

that all the cnemxes of rehgxon, and

probably Mr. Godwm, and “Mr.- Con-.

. dorcet ‘among . the reft, Would have ex- =

'hauﬁed the whole “force of their 11ch-

cule upon ity ast_the moft puerﬂe,--the

moft a‘b'fuvrid, the pooreft, the moft pitiful;

_‘the'm‘of’c iniQuitouﬂy' unjuft, and, ‘confeoo
‘quently, "the moft unw01thy of the

Deity, that-the fupelﬁmous folly of man

| ',wuld mvent IR

| ‘What -a'sﬁ‘ran'ge and. "curliou's -proof do
-~ thefe c,on_]eéh.res ‘exhibit of the incon-
k‘ﬁﬂency of fceptlclfml I‘ or ‘it fhould
bevobferved, that there is a very ftrik=-

o

't !ﬁ C V‘ - o '
PRINCIBLE OF ‘POI’JULATT‘ON. 945
mg and eﬂ'entlal dlﬁ"erence, between be-

hevmg an aﬂ'mtlon “which abfolutelv,

/ contladrﬂs the ‘moft umfonn experlence, o

- and an affeltion which - contladré’ts no-
thnw, but“is merely beyond the power
of our . prefcnt obfelvauon and know-
ledge Foo So dlvelﬁﬁed are the natural

obJe&s

it is evxdent that we can have no other guldes

- than authonty or conjeélure, and perhaps, mdeed '

) an obfcure and undeﬁned feehng. What I fay here, o
therefore, ‘does not appear to- me ‘in- any refpe&t
to contxadlc?t What I faid before, when. I obfervedf
event that Was not mdlcated by fome kxnd of ana—
logy in the paft In rangmg beyond the bourne
fiom Whlch no traveller returns, We muft necefla-
rily qu1t this rule; but with resrard to- events that

may be expeé’ted to happen on earth, we can fel-

',,dom quit it confiftently. Wltll true plulofophy. -Ana-

logy has, however, as: I conceive, great - latltude,
\ F or m{tance, 'man’has dxfcovered many of the laws
of nature ; analogy feemns to indicate , that - he - wxll

‘ Rz T dnf—
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© -the tram of our prefent obfervatlons.

.,&.

| ‘?ob_]et‘fts around us, fo many 1nﬁances of .
‘nnfrhty powe1 ‘daily” offer themﬁelves

to .our view, that we may faxrly pre-
fume, that there are” many foxms and

operatlons of nature ‘which we h'we not
N yet obfelved or. Wluch, perhaps, we are
not capable of obfervmo with_our pre-

fent confined ‘inlets of knowledge. The

refuneChon of a fpultual body from - a |
'natural body, does hot appear in itfelf a

‘more Wondelful 1nﬁance of power, than the

oermrnatron of a blade of wheat ﬁom the

'gram, or of an oak from -an acorn.

Could we eoneezve an 1ntelhqent be- -

Jng, fo placed as to be- converfant only

with 1nammate, or full grOWn obJeéts,p,
and never to have wrtneffed the procefs\

-----

dd’cover many more, but no analogy feeins -to, mdrf |

-cate that he w1ll dlfcovcr a ﬁxth fen(‘e, or a: new

fpecres of power in the human mmd entlrely beyond

| ther

=

A
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“.ther berng to, thew hun two httle pxeeeq -
of. -matter;. a ‘grain . of - wheat and an

aeorn, to deﬁre hrm to e\amme them,,

to analrze them 1f he- pleafed and en-
deavour to ﬁnd out their; propert:es

, and eﬁ'ence3°' and then to tell hrm, that
; however tuﬁmg thefe little blts of: mat-‘("
ter mrght appear to lnm, that ‘they pof-’
Aefled fuch Cur1ous powers of feleéhon,

. combrnatwn, arranoement Cand almoﬁ

of. ereatron, that | upon bemg put “into

-the 0'round they would ehufe, amongft all
o the dirt ‘and moifture. that furrounded
| them, thofe p'uts which beft fulted then‘
: pu1 pofe;.that they Would colleét and 'u-
' range thefe parts with Wondexful tafte, °

Judgment ‘and’ exeeutlon, and would

zife” up. mto beaut1ful forms, fcarcely

in- any refpeét lel’:llOC"OUb to the httlo |
bits of matter wlneh were ﬁxﬁ pldced
in the earth I feel Very httle doubt
tlat the unaglmry bemg wlnch I h"ne '
R 3 - fu[a
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fuppofed .Would heﬁtate ‘morey  wotlld
requne better authonty, and" ftioriger

pmofs, »before he believed thefe: ﬂrange"'

| aﬂ'ertlons,.:than 1f . hé “had ;abeen told,

that-a:being" of mighty power,- Who had'

beeix the: caufe of al] thdt he faw around

him, : and “of that' exifténce of Wwhick e
“himfelf was bohfciqus;‘ would, by‘ '5 ’ ?gfe'atﬁ |

act of :poweér upon the

ruption of “human creatmes, ralfe ‘up‘

,the effence of thouvht in an mcorporea]
or at leqﬁ invifible form, to - glve it 'a
happler emﬁence i another ﬁate.

The only dlfference, Wlth redai"d -to

......

- VOUI of the l tter aﬁertlon, IS, that tho ‘
ﬁlft miracle®: We have 1epea,tedly Afeeny

and-

% The powexs of fele&non, combma,txon, and tranf—

’ mutatxon, whlch “every feed {hews, are truely mlrao'

culous Who can 1mag1ne that thefe wonderful fa-

eultxeu

,J"\

I
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‘and the Taft: nnncle we -have Tiot feen.
I admit the full Weloht of thlS plOle'IOUS
"dlﬁ"erence° but furely no man can heﬁ— ,
"tate a moment in faym th’tt puttmg "
| 'Revelatlon out of the qucfhon, the 1e-‘

\ cultles are contamed in thefe httle bxts of matter
' 'To mé it appears ‘much’ ‘more phxlofophlcal to fupq-
" ‘pofe that ‘the mxghty God of nature is prefent in’ fall
: energy in all thefe operatlons To this .all - powerful
Being, | it would be equally eafy to raxfe an oak without
an acorn as Wlth one. T he prepqratory ‘pr/oclefs of
’puttmg feeds mto the ground, is merely ordained for
the ufe of man, as one 2 ~among the. vanous other ex-
cxtements neceiTary to awaken matter * into’ mind, It
isan idea. that will be found, . confiftent. equally with
thc natural phenomena axound us, Wlth the vzmous
events of human hfe, and Wlth the fu,cceﬂi\"e Revela-
tlons of God to',man, to fuppofe that the Wor]d is
mlghty procefs for” ‘the * creation “and’ formatlon of
, mind.’ Many veflels will neceﬂ'arxly come out of this
- great furnace in wrong {hapes Thefe will be broken
and thrown aﬁde as ufelefs, whlle thofe vefic els w hofe _
forms are full of truth, grace, and lovelme(s, v.;ll be i
- wafted mto happler ﬁtuatlons, ncarer thc prefcnce oi' -
>§h° mwhty maker. Lo R

. R % , furre&ion
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furreéhon of a fpmtual body ﬂom a-na-
tural body, Wh1ch may be merely one
among the ‘many , operations. of . nature
‘which we Cannot fee, is an event mde- o
ﬁmtely more probable than the 1rnmorta- ‘

htV of man on earth, which 1s not only

“an event of Wluch no fymptoms or 1nd1- |

catlons have yet appeared but is a pofj-

Ctive contladléhon to one of the moft con-' -

ftant of the laws of nature that has ever

"ome W1th1n thc obfervatxon of man.

4

iioﬁght"perhape again . to make an apo- | |
logy to my 1‘6'1(1619 for dwelhng fo Iong, ,

upon ‘a conJeéture, wh1ch many I know
W111 thlnk too abfurd and 1mp10b'1ble, to
requlre the lea{’c dlfcufsmn., But 1f 1t be
‘as 1mprobab1e, and as contrary to the
genume fpmt of ph1lofophy as I own I
thmk it IS, why thould it not be {hewn

to ‘be {o in a candxd emmmatlonP A "

conjeétttre, however 1mprobable on the '

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION'. , 249

ﬁrf’c VICW of it, advanced by able and i in-

 genious men, feems at leaft to deferve
mvefhvatlon“ For my ‘own part I feel <
o dxﬁnchnatlon Whatever, to 01ve that |

| '.deoree of credlt to the* oplmon of the -

| v"iprobable 1m1‘nortahty of man on earth |
- :xvhloh the appeatances that can be brought |
in fupport of it deferve.’ Before we de-

cide upon the utter 1mprobab1hty of fuch‘ _
an- event, it is but fazr 1mpart1a11y to ex- |

amme thefe appeaxances -and from fuch‘
- an e\ammatlon I think we may conc]ude,' |
- that we have rather lefs reafon for fup-

pofing that the hfe of man may be m-, .
deﬁmtely prolonged than that trecs may

be: made to glow 1ndeﬁ111tely lngh ‘or -

potatoes mdeﬁmtely large®, - -
*. Though Mr. Godwin advances the xdea of the'

mdeﬁmte prolongatxon of human life, merely as.a’ "~

‘ conje&ure, yet as he has produced fome appearances, "

-Whlch in his conceptxon favour the fuppof ition, he

muft certamly mtend that thefe appearances thould
te exammed 5 ‘and this i is all that I h;n e meant to do, -

CHAP. -

T
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,,,,,,

the "light of @ being :merely rational.—1In the com-

.' pound bemg, man, the paffi ons will alway: alt.as
4 /?urbmg forces in the decifions of the under ﬂand- '

1 ing=Reafonings of Mr. Godwin on the Jubject of
.,‘coerczon.-—-Some trutl}s of a nature not ‘to be comimtg
mcated ﬁ om one man ta anatber. . ’

..........

'IN the. chaptel whlch I have been exa-

annmng, Mr' Godwin plofeffes to cons

fider the ob}eéhon to-his fyﬁem of equa-

hty from'the principle of popuhtlon. It

‘has appeared T thlnk clearly, that he
Is gzeatly erroneous in his ﬁatement
of the diftance -of -this’ chfhculty, and

that mﬁead of myuads of centuues, it

1s 1ea11y not thuty years, or even thntyv

(hys, “diftant from us. The fuppofition

'of the apploach of man to ‘immorta.

hty on earth, is celtamly not of a klnd i

to {often the d1fﬁcu]ty The only ar-

gument; .

Error of Mr Gadwm in conf dermg shan’ too mucb in

A\

gument, therefore, in' the Ch'lptel which
“has any tendency to I‘CD‘IOVC the objeﬁion

is - the conJe&ure concemmg the’ e\tmc-’—
tion of the p'tfsxon bctWeen the fe*(es-
ported by the fmqlleﬁ ﬂmdow of proof

- the force: of the objection nny be fa‘nly,
{aid to temain unlmpalredx-' ﬂnd itVi5 n-

doubtedly ‘of fufﬁmen’t Welght of vitfelf
‘completelv to: overtuin Mr. iGodwin’s

I WIH ‘hotw-
evel, m'lke ‘one ‘or two obfelvatlbns ‘on
a -few ‘of the prothinent parts of - Mr. -
GOdWln 5 reafonmos, Which will > Gontri-
bute to place in-a fiill clearer pomt of
view, ‘the little hope that we ean fea-
fonably’ enteitml of -thofé wvaft i 1mprove-
ments ifi the natule of man '1nd of - fo-"

Whole fyﬁfem of equahty

mety, thch he holds - up o our admnmg
gaze in his pohtxml Jufhce.,- R

My, .
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' Mr.v{G,o,\d‘v(?in vcc:i‘fﬁ_de\rs : man;iytcc_"jlnuclv;'; L
in the light -of a heing' niefely intellec-
tual, ThlS elror, at leaft fuch I concenc._’_}_”hj
,lt to- be, pervades his . whole wonk and |
- mixes 1tfe1f W1th all his reafonmgs The; .
| voluntaly aéhons of men may- ougmate;]y |
, in their opmlons but thefe oplmons wﬂi*\'; | "
be very chﬂ“erently mod1ﬁed 1n - meatuxeu '
compounded of a rauonal faculty and-:‘: .
~ corporal plopenﬁtles, . from what theyg
~would be, in beings. Wholly mtelle&ual .
Mr. Godwm, in proving that found rea-_;“\ .
» fomng and’ truth, are capable of -being, -
| fadequately commumcated _examines the ‘.
pr opoﬁtlon ﬁxﬂpraé’tlmlly, and then adds," ;
“ Such 1s'the appemance whl,ch thls pro-
poﬁtlon aﬁ'umes, when exammed i’ a,;T
“loofe and pxaéhcal view. In ﬁn& con- 1
if deratmn At ‘'will not admlt of . debate.}

M'm is'a mtxonal bcmg, &c®,7 ‘30 f‘u,;

o %B 1. C.5. P. Bo.
o T from

gl

1

from calhng this a ﬁm& conﬁderatwn of
the fubjeéf I own I fhould call” it the
loofeft, and moft erroneous Way pof51ble,

“of confidering it It is the calculatmg
L ‘the velomty of -2 falhng body in- vacuos
l”“and perfifting “in"* it,- that it would ‘be'
", 'the fame through whatever reﬁﬁmrf me- .
v ‘diums it mxght fall. - Thxs was not New-
ton’s mode of phllofophlzmg Vely few
~ general propoﬁtlons are juft in '1pphcat10n |
toa particular fubject. The moon.is not

kept in her orbit round thc carth; nor the
‘earth in"her orbxt round the fun,’ by a

" force that varies merely. in the- inverfe
© . ratio - of the fquares of ‘the’ diftances.
"Te ‘make the general theory juft in- ap-
“plication to “thie revolutions of: thefe bo-

s

o dxes, it was neceffary: to - calc_ulate -ac-
| curately, the 'diﬁurhingf force "of~"_t~he“fui1'
o upioulthe moorn, an:d.‘df the moon up‘onv the
 zarth; and till thefe difturbing forces were
- pr‘ope’rly eftimated, actual obfer ~vations on
the motlons of thefe bodxes, would have

pr oved

é}ixN‘éIéL’E"bF‘P’OPUiATIoNL"“—”‘1’953 |

4.“‘

kD




	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122
	0123
	0124
	0125
	0126
	0127
	0128
	0129
	0130
	0131
	0132
	0133
	0134
	0135
	0136
	0137
	0138
	0139
	0140

