An essay on the principle of
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THE followmg Eﬁay owes 1ts oﬁgiit

to a converfatmn W1th a fuend on the
fubjeé‘c of Mr. Godwin’s’ ElTay, on ava-

‘rice and profuﬁon, in hlS Enquuel. The

dlfcufsmn,vﬁalted the . general quef’clon

-of the futare. 1mprovement of focxety°~
and the Authox at, ﬁr{’c fat down Wlth an -
'mtentlon of melely ﬁatlng hls thoughts

to - hlS frlend upon paper, 1n a c]earer
manner than he thought he could do, in
C011verfat10n. . But as the fubJe& 0pened
upon hlm, fome,ldeas o’(“cuned Wthh
he did not recolleé‘c to have met W1th

before 5 and as he concewed that every,

“the leaft hght on a topxe fo geuexally‘j

mteleftmg, mloht be 1ecc1ved  with. can-

dour, he détermined to put hlS thoughts
in a fonn for pubhcatlon. |
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“;ﬁ_i . o PREFACE

The eﬁ'ay mrght undoubtedly, have' .
ld'been reudered much more complete by~
" a colleétion of a. greater number of facts L
in elucrdatmn of the general argument -
'_'_But a long and ahnoft total mterrup-

, tron, ﬁom wely partrcular buﬁnefs, Jomed .

to a deﬁre (perhaps 1mprudent) of mnot °

delaymg the pubhcatlon much beyond

the trme that he orrgrmHy prOpofed )

prevented the Auth01 from grvrng to

. the fub_]eét an und1v1ded attentron‘ ‘He ,
prefumes, however, that the faéts whrch

he has adduced wrll be found to. form
no" rnconﬁderable evrdence for the truth

_of hlS 0p1mon refpeétm(r the future ini-
provement of mankmd As the Author ’

contemplates thls oplmon ‘at prefent
ihttle more appears to him to be necef-

fary than a plam ftatement, in addrtlone ‘ |
to the moft curfory view of focrety, to |

eﬁ’tbhih ﬁ:
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PREFACE. % i |
Yt 15 an obvrous truth, whxch has been -

t‘lhen notice of- by many Wnters, that

populatlon muft always be’ kept dotvn
to the level of the means of {ubfiftence ;

but | no Wrrter, that the Author recollectQ

has’ mqmred paxtrculally d1ito the. meaus‘,
by wlnch thls level is: effeéted and

it 1s a view of thefe means, uhrch "

formsﬁ to. hls mmd he ftrorweﬁ ob-

:(hcle in the wiy to auy very. great fu

tme 1mprovement of foczety He hopes it

will> appéar, - that, in_ the drfcufsron of "

-this mtereftmd fubject he s aétuated

folely by a- love of truth .and riot- bV‘

any pre]udlces agamﬁ any paltlcuhu fet

of ‘meny: or of ol)lmons ‘He profefles to

have xead fome of the fpcculatlous on

the futuxe lmproxement of focrct), ina>

temper vely different from'a wifh to find
tnem Vrﬁonary, but he has -not acquued

that command over -his. underftaudmg

Whrch would enable hnn to believe what"\'

A2 T ne
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oo PREFACE.
h he Wlihes, W1thout evxdence, oi' to refufe
 his affent to what might be unpleaﬁn

"when accompamed W1th ev1dence. o

| The v1ew Wthh he has glven of human
o life has a melancholy hue; but he feels
| confcmus, that he has drawn thefe dark
¢ tintsy from a conviction that thcy are
. " really in the pl&tlre, and not from a ,
jaundiced eye, or an inherent fpleen of -
idxfpoﬁtlon. The theory of mmd which
“he has fketched in the two laft chapters, |
faccounts to hlS own undelﬁandm , in a
.fatxsfaétory manner, for the " exiftence of .
“moft of | the evils of life; but whether it
o owill? have the famé effect upon others,
'-,f_fmuft be\left to. the Judgment of his |

readers.’

If he ihduld : fueceed in drawing '/the/

- attention of more able rhe'ﬁ/,*’ftO"What=11'e
eoncelves to be the pnnmpal dlf’ﬁculty in

' SRR A the

.
e e A 0 b e -

PREFACE

‘the way to the 1mprovement of focxety,
'and ﬂmuld, in confequence, fée this dif-

ficulty removed even in theory, he will

. gladly retraét his prefent opinions, "and

rejoice in a conviction of his error.

| , June 7, 1798,
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ESSAY
‘ ON THE ) .
PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION:
CHAPTER L. D '

Qag/z'wn _/Zated ——thtle pr qﬂ)eﬂ of a determmatzon qf

. it ﬁom the enmity of the oppofing partzes.—-f hé prm-
apal argiument agazyl the perﬁﬂzl)zlzty of man and qf
ﬁzcwty lm: never been fairly anfwered. —Nature of the
di ﬁculz‘y argf ng from populat:aa --Outlme af tbe'
prmczpal argument of tbe qﬁzy

i :

Tun gleat and unlooked for difcoveries .
‘that have taken place of late Ve'us in

naturdl’ phllofnphy, the mcreaﬁng dif:

 fufion of genetal knowledge from the exs

tenfion of the art of printing; the ardent
and unthackled fpmt of inquiry. that pres-
vails thloughout the lettered, and even un-
!etteled woxld the new and exhaordmary
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-
y
3
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\‘lights that have been’throwh on pO'liti'cwi

“{ubjeéls, which  dazzle, .and aftonith the. .

underftanding ; and’ p'utlcul"uly that tre-

mendous - phenomenon . in - the political

horizon the French revolution, which,

like a lb}a;jz-_i,ng comet, feems deftined either
to infpire with frefh life and vigour, or to
fcorch up and.defiroy the ﬂmnkmg in-
habitants of the ealth, hwe all concuned

to- lead-. many' able, men mto.the 0pm10n,

‘that ‘we’weie touchmg on-a peuod big

W1t11 the moﬁ nnpmt'mt changcs, changes

that would in fome meafme be dec1ﬁve of

~

1he ﬁutuxe fate of mfmkmd

Tt has been faid, that the great queftion

'As now at iflue, whethel man' fhall’ hence«

forth ftart. forwards Wlth accelerated. ve-

locity. towards’ ﬂlumt'lble, and- lnthelto

unconeewed improvement; or .be con~

demped to'a per petual ofcillation between ‘

-‘happmefs and mlfcty and, after every

o : effort - -

A

B
v J

“{eems to be approaching to' a décifion.

'PRIN-CIPLE’ OF POPUL’A'I‘ION.
eﬁfmt romain f’clll ‘at ‘an unmeafunble
dd’fance ﬁom the withed: for gml

"~ Yet, anxioufly as every friend of man= ' .
kind muft look ‘forwards to-the terminas

- tion of this painful fufpenfe ; and-? eaé‘erly

as the inquiring mind would hail every
ray of light that might afsift its view into
futurity, it is much to.be lamented, that

the writers on each fide of this moementous

queftion fiill keep far’ aloofs from each

~ether. “Their nmtu'lf ‘arguments . do

not meet W 1th . a mndld e\'ummtlon.

.' {he queftlon is..not br ught to reft on

fewer pomts 3 and even in themy fcar cdy

The advocate for the prefent order of

things, is apt to treat the fet of  pe-

culative philofphers, either as a-fet-of

artful and- deﬁomng knaves, who pleach :

‘up ardent benevolence, and draW capti--

B 2 , vatmv
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AN ESSAY ON THE

“a charaéter who ploﬁltutes his under-

vating’ i)ié’turéé of a happier ftate of fo-
ciety, only the better to enable them to.

deftroy the prefent eftablifhments, and to

’forward their own deep-lald {chemes of
amb1t1on or, as wild, and mad- heaéled *.
| 'enthuﬁaﬁs, whofe - filly fpeculatlons, and |
abfurd pamdoxes, are not worthy the at- |

‘tentlon of any reafonablc man.

The zidx)ocate for 'fhe'perfeé‘tizbivli:ty of

man, and of foéiéty; retorts on the de-

fender of eftablithments a ‘more than
equal contemp’t He brands him as the
flave of the moft miferable, and narrow

prejudices ; or, as the defender of the
. abufes .of civil. fomety, only becaufe he
profits by them. He paints him either as

'ﬁandmg to his® mteleﬁ _or as onc whofe

“powers of mind are not of a fize to gmfp

.fee above five y'uds before him 3 and who
‘ | mufk

‘any thing great and noble ; .who cannot

of mankmd

i

PRIN’CIPL'EMOI} POPULA'-rIiON. B

‘muft therefore be uttexly umble to take
“in the v1ews of the enhghtcned benefa&or

o

— A,
1

In this u'namic'éblevcc')n‘teﬁ the caufe of
truth cannot but fuffer.. The really g ﬂood

arguments on each fide of the quefhon aré

- not allowed to have their pxopex weight.

Each purfues his" own themy, httlc‘foh— |

‘Citous to correét, or‘improve it" 'by"m at-

. tentwn to what s '1dv1nccd by his op-

ponents.

7/

The fuend of the prefent order of |
"thmgs Condemns all polmc'ﬂ fpecuhtlons
 the’ glofs He W111 not even condclcend

to examine the mounds fr om wlnch the

| - perfectibility of fociety is inferred. Much
Aefs ‘will - he': give himfelf 5thc trouble in -

a fair and candid manner to attempt an
expofition of their fallacy. \ ’ .

L . !

B3 . The

i
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-

The fpeculatlve plnlofopher eqmllv
With
eyes fixed on a happler ftate of fociety,

‘ oﬂends againt the caufe of truth.

‘the -blefsings of which he pamts in the

moft captlva‘unor colouls, he allows hnn-

felf to mduloe in the -moft Ditter - in- |

‘veétives againft every prefent eftablifh-

ment, without z{pplying his talents to cot-

{ider the beﬁ and fafeﬁ'mean’s of removinrr ‘

abufes, and without fcemmg to be aware
of the t10mendous obﬁacles that threaten,
even in themy, to oppofe the ploglefs of

man towuds per te@aon.

-

/\

It is an acl«:no“_rledged"trutthAin phijo-;y '

fophy, that a juft theory will always be
“confirmed byeXi)erimént Yet fo ‘much
fri¢tion, .and fo many mmute circum-
- ftances ¢ occur in pl '1&106, Wlnch it 1s next
‘to impofsible - for the maft enlalged and
pcnctmtmg mindto forefee, that on fow

{ul)Jeus can any theory be plonounccd

juft, |

N s A = - .,
T L L e T Y D L T e T T

‘{‘%“%1&; R T

v

"o

PRINCIPLE OF.POPULATION. -3
juft, ‘that -has not ftood tlic telt of:. eX- -

perience.
fairly be advanced as pl'obfxble,'nmc’hlefs

as ]uf‘t till all the arguments. againft it,

have been maturély weighed, and c]ez}rly
and conﬁﬁently 1'e_fu.téd. A

1 . . (VI ‘/

1 h'we read {ome of Lhc fpcculauons on

ihe perfedibility: of man and of fomety,

with great ple%fmc. I have bccn warmed

Cand delighted with the cnch'm‘uno pic-.

ture .which they hold. forth. . I '11dently

wifh for fuch happy nnplovements. . But

‘1 feec great, and, to my: undelﬂftndin’g‘,

unconquerable. difficulties-in: the. .way to

them. Thefe difficulties it'is my,, pjefcnt

purpofe to ftate ; declaring, at the fame

time, th'lt fo far from. C\ultmv m them,

as.a C‘lufc of tuumph over the fuends of

......

pleafule th'ln ’Lo fee them completelv re;

moved, *© - .. 4

Bat ai untried theory cannot

e e e
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“The moﬁ 1mportant argument that I
~fhall adduce is certainly. not® new. ‘The =

B pr1nc1ples on which it depends have ‘been
‘ explamed in' part by Hume, and. moré at
large by Dr. Adam Sm1th

. Je& though not with its proper Welght or
in the moft forcible point of view, by Mr.

: Wallace and- it may plobably have been
ﬁated by many ertels that I have never |

met with.

not. think of - aclvancmg it agam, thoucrh I
mean to place it in a point of view in -
. fome “degree different from any .that I

have hitherto feen, if it had eve;"heen .

failf‘ly and fotisfaé’coxily onf\vel'ed,~
| “The caufe of this negleét on the pzut of
the qdvocntes for the pelfeétlblllty of man-

' ‘kmd isnot eaﬁly accounted for. I cannot

doubt thetalents offuch men as Godwm and

........

| Tt has been,
* advanced and applled to the prefent {ub-

1 fhould certamly ‘therefore

Iam unwxllm0~ to doubt theu R

eeeee

4 ﬁdence

- fr 1ke my own mind. "

of us too prone to err.

L LQ]VCd 1t tc be. 8

A PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION. 9

lcandour To my undelftandmg, and pro-.
. Dbably to that of moft others; the chfﬁculty

Yet thefe men
of acknowledged abxhty and penetlahon,‘
fcarcely. deign., to notice it, and :hold on

qppears mfurmountable

their coutfe "in. fuch fpeculations, with,
unabated -ardour, and umdiminifhedl ‘con-

T have ce1ta1nly no rwht to fay

’("that they purpofely fhut then eyes to fuch

arguments. I ought rather to cloubt the
vahd1ty of ‘them, when necrleé‘ted by fuch
men, however formbly their truth, may

“Yet in t_lus refpedt

‘it muft be acknowledged ‘that we are’all

CIF I faw a glafs of

~ wine repeatedly plefented to’ a man, and

he took no notice’ of it, 1 fhould be apt to

think’ that: he was . blmd or uncivil.’

| Juﬁel phllofophy m1ght teach me: rather
to think that my eyes - decewcd me, and

that thc offer was not really -what I con-

In
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In entcnng upOn the ar gumcnt I muﬁ
plennfe that T put. out of the queftion, at
-prefent-, ‘all mere ‘conjectures ;" that is, all

—‘fupi)‘oﬁ‘tions, the - probable “realization of

: whlch cannot be inferred upon any.juft

plulofoplucal grounds.- - A vititer may. tell

me that he thinks man will ultim’ate]y be-

tome'an oftrich. I cannot properly cons-
tradié him, g
N bi‘iilg any reafonable perfon over ‘to. his
opinion, 4he'blight to:thew, .th'at'tthe necks
'of mankind have “been (rmdually elon-
gatirig.; that the hps have grown harder,
“and more pwmment that the legs and
feet are d'uly altering their ﬂmpe ;-and
that the hair'is: beglnnmo' to change into'
~ ftubs’of feathers. And till'the probability
~of fo wondcn ful a conve1ﬁon can be thewn,
it s fmcly loft tlme and loft eloquence
"to ‘expatiate on the happinefs of” man n
fuch 4 ftate; to-deferibe his powers, both
'of umnm% and ﬂymg, to paint hnn in

R , - - - ' 21(,011"

'_Bu,t:befOre he ca;{&;xp’eé‘t to -

14

,

faries of . life s

ight, 'and his portlon( of :_lelfu,I'C ample,

PRINCIPLE .OF ‘POPULATION, 1}

a condmon Where all: muow luxunes

" would be contemned whexe he would

~be employed only in colleéting the’ necef:

“and: Wherc, confequentl)g \

each:man s/ﬂlale of Jdbour: Would be_

1 thmk I may fmly make two poﬁu~
lnta._

.;A'../

Imﬁ That food is neceﬂﬁry to. ihc

, exﬂ’(ence of man.. .

-'Séco'ndly, Thfltvtlie pafsion beiweeﬁ
the fexes is neceﬂluy,-and wdl 1emqm‘
nearly . n 1ts prefent {ftate.

o
l

Thefe two laws ever ﬁnce we lnve lmd

‘fmy knowledoe of - mmkmd .appear to

have been ﬁxed laws of 0u1 n'ltuw’

and, as, we have not hlthCltO fcen any
.ﬁltelﬂtloll.,?'n r~,t,,hcm,,,.}ye_, hay ~no ughp ,
) R B I IR e ’

ST - 10
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tnne be extmgulﬂled As, howevex, he’

to! oonclude ‘that - they WIH ever ceafe

0 be what - they now- are, Wlthout an: -
immediate act of power” in that Bemg )
- who firft arranged the - fyﬁtem of . the

umverfe; and for the advantage_of his -

creatures, - ftill -executes, according ‘to

fixed laws, all its various operations.

T do not know that any writer has

o "fuppofed that on thls “earth man wa',

,ultnnately be able to live without food.

But Mr.. Godwin has con]eé’cured ‘that

the pafsmn between the fexes may in

" calls this part of his Woﬂx, a deviation.

into the land" of- conje&me, I will not

dwell longer upon it at prefent, than

‘to fay, that the beﬁ alguments for the

f'perfeéhblhty of man, are drawn from’ ’l,‘

‘;contemplatlon of the 0’1€'1f progrefs that
he has already made ﬁom ‘the fwage
ﬁatc, and the difficulty’ of f‘xymfr where

he

fRIchéLE'-'dF-POP'ULA;TI'()N.‘ 18
he is to f’cop But towalds ‘the rextinc-

‘tion of the pafsmn between the fexes,
no progrefs. wlntever has- lutherto ‘been -

made. It appe"u‘s to .exift in as much
force at prefent as it did’ two thoufand

or fOUl thoufand years ago. " There are

vmdludual exceptions now as there al-
- ways hayc; been. - But, as thefe -excep-

tions do not appear to increafe in num-
ber, it would furely be a very unphz-

Iofophlcal ‘mode of argumg, to mfcx

merely from the exiflence.of an e\cep- |

UOD, that the exception would, in tlme,'

become (he mIe, \and the rule the ex-
| cep’uon.'

. Aﬁummg then my poﬁulah as glanted
1 fay, that the power of popuhtlon 1s
indefinitely greater than the power in. the

carth to produce fubﬁﬁence for man.

Popu-
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Populatlon, when ﬁnehecked 1ncre'tfes -

in'a’ geometueal ratio. Subﬁftence m-

" éreafes | cmly in at’ authmetlcal rat104~
A ﬂ1ght acquaintance Wlth numbe1s W111~‘
fheW the mnnenﬁty of the ﬁl(’c power

m compamfon of ‘the feeond

By that 1aw of out -~ ndture -which

makes food neceffary to the life of man,' |

the  effeéts of thefe two unequal powels

mu{’c be kept equ%l -

Thls 1mphes a firong and” COnﬁantly

'opemtmo check on popuhhon from the
difficulty of fubfiftence. This dlfﬁculty '
muﬁ fall fome where ; and muft necef- ._

f'mly be feverely felt by a l'u‘ge pomon |

of mankmd

@*

’Thrbﬁgh the amimal and vegetable

kingdoms, nature has {cattered the feeds‘
RN | o - of ¢

~—

PRINCIPLE ‘OF POPULATION. 18

: ‘of life ¢ abroad’ wzth the ‘moft’ p1ofufe

'md hbelal hand 'Shé “has - been cont="

p’uatwely fparmo m the- 1oorn and the
nounfhment Jneceﬁ'uy “to- 1e'u them.
The germs of exiftence contalned in

this fpot of earth, W1t11 'unple food and

. ample 100m to expmd in,’ Would Al -

mllhons ot Wmld in’ “the cotufe ‘of a few
‘thouﬁnd years. - Necef51ty, tlnt unpe-
rious” all pelvadmg 1aw of mtme, ref~
| tmms tucm within the plefcubcd bOUlldb‘
'The rice of. plants, 1nd the race ~of
animals fhrink" under ¢ thls gleat réftric-
tive: Llw - Anu the “race’ of man can-

not, by any emets of reafon, efmpe

| fxom 1t Among pl‘mts and 'mmnls its

effcéts are’ wafte of feed ﬁ"knefs, ana
p1emature dC"tth’. - Among ‘mankind,
mifery’ and 'vu,e. The former, rmfery,
is an a)folutely neceﬂ"ary con{equence
-of it. - Vice Is'a hlcrhly probablc con-
fequence, and: we therefore fee it abun-

2 o dantlv
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 dantly prevail ; but:it ought mot, pers

haPC' ‘to be called an abfolutély ne‘cefa‘

fary confequence‘; The ordeal of v1rtue "

1s to reﬁft a]l temptatmn to evﬂ

g

Thls natural 1nequahty of the two powers

of populatlon, and of produéhon in the ,'

earth and that great law of out nature
Whlch muft conﬁantly keep their effeéts

equal form the great d1fﬁculty that tome

appears mfurmountable in the way to
the pelfeéhblhty of fociety. All ‘other

arguments are of ﬂlght and fubordmate

conﬁdcratmn in compamfon of this. T
fce no Way by which man can ef-

cape from the wcwht of tlns Iaw whlch ‘-

pelvades all ammated natme.A \To fan-

¢

c:1ed ethty, no agrarian regulauons

in thelr utmoﬁ extent could remove
“the preffure of i it even for a ﬁngle cen-
t.ury And it appeals, therefore, to be
decxﬁve agamﬁ the pofs1b1e exiftence of

2 fociety,

' »em,c, for themfelves and fam1he>.

-

- BRINCIPLE OF 'POPULATION. = I7

\ . . : A

B fociety, all the members .of whichy

fhould live in eafe, _ happinefs, and

"comparativc leifure; and feel no am;iet;f

about prondmg the ‘means of fubﬁﬁn

'.\ L

) . . . - \ .
oy .,‘:*.~.., e R R * PN -,
VA EERS . e e L ~—: AR

. l
-

Confequently " '1 | he p1emlfes axe

]uﬁ the qxcrument 1s concluﬁvc acramﬁ

the pedm‘hblhty of the m"ifs of man«
kmd | |

R P o . g . 3
ey e oL N Lord

1 h;ue thub ﬂ\etched the gene1a1 outa' '.
hne o‘f the aroument but I W111 C\-
"mnne 11; 1n01e paltlcuh]ly 3 and 1 thmk
it m]I he fﬁund that eipeuence, ‘t:heh
true four ce and foundatlon of all Lﬁown

\\wdo*v,'mmrmblv conﬁrms 1ts tluthn -

€ CHAP.

S L e e

e

-
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CHAP II

‘Tbe dzﬁl’rent ratzos in 'wbzch populatum and faad i
creafe.—The neceﬂ}n y effects of thefe dmﬁrent ratios

of increafe.~—Ofcillation produced by them in the con~..

dition’ of the lower claffes of ﬁ;czetv.——-Reafam why
this oﬁ:zllatzarf has not beer fo much abﬁer'ved as. ngbt :
be expected.—Three pr opafitions on which the general

| argument of. the’ effay depends.—-—Tbe different _ftates
in which mankind have been Fnown to éxift propofed
2o be examined with reference to tbej?z three pro-

pq/' itions.
IVUS;AfD that p@pulatxon, when " un-
checked mcxeafed m ‘a geometucal

-xatlo 3 and fubﬁﬁence for" man in an

ar1thmet1cal mtm. '

Let us examlne Whethm this poﬁ«

tion be Juﬁ

I think it W111 be allowed that no
ﬁate has hitherto emﬁed (at leaft that

we ha.ve any 'tccount of) where the-

11'1’111 ness

5

STy e
e Tty D
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' \

manners were {0 pure -and fimple, and
| the means of fubfiftence fo - abundant
A b

that ’nq check whatever has exifted to_

eally marriages ; amotig the lower claffes,

from a fear of not prov1d1ng well for
their fam111es~ or among the hlgher
blaffes, from a fear of lowering their con-
dition 1 n life. Confequently in no ftate
that we have yet known, has the power
of population beeh left to exert 1tfelf
W1'ch peife& ﬁeedom. | |

Whethel the law of mamage be- in-
ftituted, or not, the dictate of nature -

and Vntue, feems to be an early attach-’

ment to orie woman; Suppoﬁng a liberty

of changing in the cafe of an -unforty-
hate choice; this hberty would not affect
population till it arofe to a height greatly

vicious j and we are now fuppoﬁng the
exiftence of a foc1ety where vice is
fcatcely known;

9
<2 in
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In ‘a ftate _thercfbre of greaf equality |

" andyirtue, ;where pure and fimple man-.

ners prevailed, .and where the means of
{ubfiftence_were fo abundant,

part -of, the: fociety could have any fgars

,ilbo ut providing amply for a-family, the |

power of - population being left to c\mt‘.”

itfelf .unchecked, .
‘human fpemes Would ev1dently be much

'oreatm than any - 1ncreafe that hqs bceu

,’A f

hltherto known.

In the . United States of

where the means of fubfiftence ‘Thave

been more ample, the manners .of thc

pcoplc s110TC pule, and confequent]y th(,”v

: ~chcc,ks to carly m'mng"cs fcwer, than g

any of the modcxn ﬁdtCS “of Europe, ‘the

Vpopul%tlon ‘has been found o doubk

1t1df in twenty—ﬁve yedrb,

This cratio .of ‘iucreafe, - 'though . thori

of the utmoft power of population, yet

that no

“the 1ncreafe of the

America, -

y

PRINCIPL'E"OF"POPULATION. 92Y):

as the-refult of aétml cxpencnce, we

cwill take as our rule ;- and fa}:,

o S
AN D

That .populatio_n ; ‘-; when  unchecked,

~ goes on doubling itfelf evéry twenty-five. -

years, .or increafes in a -geometrical-
ratio.

Let us now take any fpot of carth,_

thls Iﬂ'md for mﬁance, a nd fcc 111 \vlntv

. 1at1o the fubﬁﬁence 1t,aﬂ"01ds .can be,

fuppofed to 111010'1fc. A 'We W1l bcgm‘-
with 1t undcl 1ts plefent ﬁate of cultu,'

vatlon. L .

I I ‘1llow th'lt by the bef’c pofmblcﬁ

'pohcy, by bxeakmo up’: mo1c land, 'mdj"

. b} 016'1t encoulaoemcnts to agucultuw,*
q .

the p1oducc of s Tand” 'ina}‘r e

doubled in the ﬁlﬁ»t“ enty- ﬁve years,. I

I3

' thmk it wdl be {1l‘lowmg ‘IS much .asﬂ

any pe1fon can well demand,

| I

C 3 -2 In
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could be quadrupled It would be
contrary ‘to all our knowledge of the
~ qualities of 'land.

we can’congeive, -is, ‘that the in'cre"tfe in

~ the fecond twenty ﬁve yeals might equal’ -

the prefent produce Let us- then- take
thls for qur rule,.
.beyond the truth,' and allow that by
great euertlon, the Whole ploduce of the
Ifland mlght be 1nc1eafed every twenty-
five 'years, by a quant1ty of fubﬁﬁenee

equal to what ‘it at prefent produces

The mof’c euthuﬁafhc fpeculatm cannot

fuppofe a gredtel mcreafe than thls.
: .‘In a few centurles ](t Would make evely
acre of land m the Iﬂand hke a garden. |

Yet this 1at10 of mcxe'tfe s ewdently

| ,ar;thmetlcal S

In the next twenty-ﬁve years; 1t i§ - _'
1mpof51ble to fuppofe that the produce'

“The very utmoft -that

thouovh celtamly ﬁn ’

S
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!

gt may be fairly. faid, . therefore, that
‘the means of;,fubﬁﬁenee :increafe in. an
arithmetical ratio. . 1 il oo o0 L s

od-

Let us- now bring~the eﬁe&s of thefe

‘two raties togethel. SNSRI It BT ACIE

R TTERR TP AN DR Wt LSRR FEE
The population of the Ifland is com-

puted to be about {even' nulhons, and

wé will’ fuppofe the . plefent “produce

equal to.the fuppoxt'ef fuch a: number.

In: the ﬁxft twcnty-ﬁve yeals ‘the . popu~

e

the food bemg 'dfo doubled; the means
of {ubfiftence would be equal to this
increafe. ‘In’ the next tweutv-‘ﬁve yczus
the - populat;on would be twenty-eight
mllhons ; and the means of fubﬁftence
‘only equal to thie fupport -of - twen‘ty-one
millions, In the next peried, the popu-
lation would be fifty-fix ' millions, ‘and
the means of fubfiftence juft fufﬁment for

C 4 | - half




Y

And ‘at the Conclu-,
fionof- the firft century, the populatlon

Ralf th’lt number. :

would be one hundred -and twelve: mils

]1ons, and the means of {ubfiftence only

- equ'll to -the’ fupport ofuthn‘ty-ﬁve mil-

~ lions; which would leave a population of

for.

|

I

\

feventy-fevcn millions totally unprowdcd

i .

, A greqt cmigration neceﬁ.mly nnphca .

unhapplnefs of fome kind or: other in, the
country. that is deferted ~For few per
" fons . W111 lcave their fnmhes, ‘connec-
to'eck

_:tlons, friends, and;-;natlve-fland,
a fettlement in untried foreign climes,

Witho\ut\ fome. ﬁrbncr“fubﬁﬁing caufes of

: aneaﬁnefs ‘where theyare,  or the, hope
of fo,ne crre’tt advantages in- thc place. to
| Whl\Ch they are ‘going. . oo
‘ 2 'ci;,:‘:.:'i‘ e

But to fm'zke the m cfum

inore or<,~ |
ral, and lch mterrupted b ‘the- p'll‘-'
‘ o~ com U t ]

1al

o

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION,
tiql’ vié‘ws' of éxﬁiﬁation;' let us take. the
whole carth; - inftead of :onc - fpot, _and
{uppofe that the reftraints to popuhtlon
If the . fub—

fiftence for. man" that “the -carth- aﬂ“‘o;'ds :

were univer fally, , remgved. :

was to be increafed every twenév five
years by a quantity equal to what the

swhole world at prefent: produccs ; “this

~would a]]ow thle'power of "production in

the earth to be abfolutely unlimited, and

- its rat10 of. 1n01eafe much greater than

we can conceive  that - any pofsxble exer-

tions of mankind could make it.

any number,

32, 64,

qumg the populatmn of thc world at
‘a thoufand nnlhons, for-
;nﬁance, ‘the ‘huinan fpccxcs would in-
creafe in- the ratlo of—-—-l 2, 4, 85;_-1,6,‘
V12\8, 256‘, 512, &c. and fab-
fiftence as——1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,8, 0,
10, &c. In two centuries and a quarter,
the population would be to the means of
o ‘ {ub-

O A SN

-




* {ubfiftence as 512 to 10
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turies as 4096 o 135 and ixi;t'w’o thou=
{and years ;che' difference Wbuld be \almoﬂ:
in’cﬁlculablé,‘ though the produce in that
time would have mmeafed to an 1mmenfe

iextent

+'No limits whatever are: placed to the
p1odu€t1ons of ‘the earth ‘they : may in-.
creafe for.ever and: be ‘greater than any
af31gnable quantlty yet ftill :the power

of: populatlon bemg a .]'[)owe%~ of a fupeuor

order, the increafe of (vthe human {pecies

can only be kept commenfurate to the

increafe of the means of ° fubﬁﬁence, by
the conftant opera’uon of the’ ﬁrong law
of necelsity aéhng as a check upon the -

e

greater power

The effe&s of thie check remam now
to be conﬁdered ' '

 Among

in three cens

T T

i

L Among plants.and'animals the view. of

: power of mcreafe 1S exelted

" PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION. 27

\

f:hef‘ubj’e‘& is fimple. They are all im-

"‘pelledlaby “a powerful -inftinét to the in-

creafe of their fpecies; and this inftinét

- is interrupted by ne reafoning, or doubts

about plowdmg for. their offspring. "
Wherever therefore there is liberty, the.

. and the

B ‘fupexabundant effects are reprefled after-

wards by want of room and nourithment,
which i ;lS ‘¢common to ammals and plantss
and " 'unong ammals, by becommg ‘the
prey of others

The effeé‘cs of thls check on man arc

more comphcated N

Impelled to the 1ncre'1fe of hxs fpecies

- by an equally‘ powerful inftinét, reafon

afks
whether he may n'ofc bring beings into

mteuupts his carecr, and him

‘the Wbi‘ld, for whom he cannot provide

I - the




8§ 7 AN TSSAY ON ‘THE® '~

LB

thc means “of fubﬁﬁ:ence. In ’a'f’caté"*of
cqualrty, thls would - be ‘the’ fimiple quef-

tion.” In- ‘the - prefent ftate of - fociety,

other. conﬁderations occur. Wil he not,
lower hlS raik in hfc \Vlll ‘hé not~ fub-
jé& h1mfelf to greater “difficulties -than

“he a‘c:-prefent foels ? Will Lic:not be

obliged to labour harder? and if hie has .
a large fmnly, will his utmoﬁ ‘exertions |

enable him to fupport thein 3 May he not

fec his offspring- in rags and ‘mifery, anci

clamouring for bread y't‘hat he.cannot give

them ? And may he not be réduced ta
the grating necefmty of fmfeltmg his 1n-

depcndence, and of beuw obhged to the

------

‘Thefe  confiderations rare “calculated ta
prevent, and certainly do prevent, zi'vcity'

great number in all civilized nations from

‘purfuing the dictate of nature in an 'eaﬂy

‘gttachment to one . woman.,’

%

.And  this

reftraint

PRINC!PLE OI‘ POPULATIO\T. , .29

"rvﬁramt almoﬂ neceﬁ’uﬂv, thoubh not
abfolutely fo, p1oduces v1co.. Yet in, all .
‘fOCIGtICQ, even thofe that arc moﬁ vici-
ous, the tcndency to a wrtuous attmh«
ment 1s. fo ﬁlong, that thme is a;con-
1tant effort towalds an increafc of popu«
Jation. ~This conftant cffort as conf’cantly a
' t&xds to fubject the lower claﬂ-es'of the
fociety to diftrefs, and to prevent ’ any
great pcrmanent dlllCllOIilthI] Of 1helr

OlldlthIL f

The way in which thefe effects are .
produced feems to.be this. . .

We will fuppofe the means' of fub-
fiftence in any country juft equal to the

ealy - {fupport of ..its -v_ inhabitants. | The

(-onﬁantﬁeﬂbrt'tow‘ards 1)o'pt11a.ti‘on, which |

18, found to aé’c cven in the moft vicious -

"'fomcues, increafes thc numbcr of peoplc '

before the means of {u Jﬁﬁcncc are ; in-
3 S creafed.
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'éfe’afe'd “The food therefore Wthh bee

- fore fupported feven nnlhons, muft, now *

be divided ‘among feveti- millions and a

half ‘or e1ght miillions.. The poor confes
quently muﬁ live much worfe, and many
of them be reduced to fevere diftrefs, )
The number of Iabourels alfo bemor |

above the plopomon of the work in the

market, the _price of labour muft tend
toward a decreafe ; while the price of pro«

vifions Would at the fame time tend to rife,

The Iabeurer thelefme muft work harder :
‘ to earn the fame as he did before: ' Dug- 1
. ing this {eafon of diftrefs, the difcourage- - .
ments to mamage, ‘and the drfﬁculty of

Tearing a f"unlly are fo great; that popu<

Iatlon is at a ftand:* In the mean time

'the cheapnefs of labour, the. plenty of .

]abomers, and the necefsity of an in-
creafed induftry amongft them, encouracre
cultivators to empon more " labour upors

thexr land to turn up ﬂeih foil; and to

C manuré

. PRINCIPLE .OF POPULATION.  §I

‘manure and improve more completely

what is already in tillage; till ultimately
the means of fubﬁﬁence become in the

fame proportlon to the popula’cxon as at

‘the period fromi Wthh we fet out. ‘Thé -

ﬁtuatlon of the labourer bemg then agam

~ tolerably comfortable, the refiraints to

population are in fome deglee loofened 7
and the fame 1etrograde and progrefsive

movements Wlth refpect to happmefs are

¥ epemted, -

This fort o}‘ ofcillation will not be re~
- mzifke_&by, fuperficial obfervers ; and it -
may be difficult even ‘f’o-r ‘the moft p.ene-v
. _’ﬁrating,,mind to calculate - its periods. - |

Yet that in all old ftates fome fuch vi-

. _ N .
* bration does, exift ; though frem VaﬂO:il
'tmnfvel fe caufes, ,m a much lefs marke g
and in.a much more iregular. manner

- . no 1eﬁe£tmg.
than I have defcx.;bed ity
” ' ' ’ man:

7
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m'm who conﬁdexs the fubje& deeply cau

Well dOllbt e '; L

s

uon has bcen lefs obv1ous, and lefs dem‘

mdedly conﬁlmed by e\pemenr‘e, than

mlght natmally‘be e\pe&cd

. One “princ'ipal‘ ‘reafon is,
torics ‘of m'mlund that we pofTefs, are
hiftofies only of the hlghcr claffes. We
have but few accounts that can be de-
-pended upon of -the manners ind cuftoms
of that part of mankind, where thefe
. tetrograde and - progrefsive movements
‘ chleﬁy ‘take place.
~one penod would require the conftant:
and minute atten}clon of an obfervnm
,nnnd dulmg a Iong life. “Some of ‘thc'
“objeéts of enquiry would be, in what
,ploportlon to the number of adults was

: , ‘ | o the

M"my reftfons occur why ‘thxs ofulh;

11'1t the hlf«! |

A ﬁtlsf'l&my 1111~ 
tory of this kmd of one people, and of |

. ‘4
o ?RIN’éi?Liz'OF;’POPULATIoN,.,,' J’J :
- the numbel of m'mnges:. to what ex~
tpnt v101ous Cuﬁoms pxevnled in confes -
quence of the reftr aints upon nntmmonv
what was the comp’u’ttwe ‘mortality -
'unoncr the chlldren 'of the moft diftr eﬁ"ed-_
pnt Df the commumty, and thofe who -
hved rather more '1t theu ewfe' what-
‘were the - vauatlons 1 the real’ price of
| !abom : 'md what~ were ~the obfewable
dlffelences in the ftate’of the lower ‘clafles”
of fomety with 1efpe& to eafe and h’lp-s

: nnefs at dlffmcnt tnnes duunO' a celtam
,

| A pe}nods

Such a hlf’cory Would tend oxeatly to
clucidate the manner in which the con-
flant chcck upon populdtlon acts 5 and-

Would plob‘lbly‘ plove' the  exiftence’

of the retrograde and’ plomefslve move- .
ments that have been mentxoned though'
the tlmes of their vibration ‘muft necef:

farlly be rendered nregul'u, from ‘the.
' D - opera:
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operatxon of many mterluptmg mufes s
{fuch as, the mtrodu&zon or fallure of

cert'un ma,nufaCtmes ;' a greater or lefs

prevalent fpmt of agncultuml ente1 prize:

years of plenty, .of years of :fcarcnty :
wars and peﬁllence : poor laws: the in-
vention: of proceﬁ’es for Ihmtemnv labour

- without the propmtmnal extenfien of the

maiket for the commodlty and, . pab
ticularty, - the difference between - the.
nominal and real price “of labour‘ 5 2 Cir=
cumftance, 'w which has perhaps more thai
any other, contributed to conceal thl&

'ofcxlhtlon from common v;lew, :

It very 1arer happena that the nomr~

nal ‘price of . labour umverf"tlly fallss *.
“but we well know that it fxequently 1
‘zcemams the fame, while the nominal
price of : pxovzﬁons has been gradually.
mcreaﬁng This is, in cffe& a real fal}

an. th&pmceof‘labom -and during this

peuod

R Rs

“men.’ _

| tj’tiéiitijf fife.”

'

[
3

" pex 1od, the cond:tlon of the lower mdelsf |
~of the commumty miuft oradu'ﬁly grow .

yor fe arid wor fe) But the farmeis and capis

talifts aic growing ricli froni the redl cheap-
héfs of labour. Their mcieafed capxtals en-
able them to- employ a. greater number ‘of
‘Worik thetefore may be plentlful 3

‘and - the ‘price’ of Jabour would . confe=

Biit'the wint of  freedoni

i the market of - labour, whlch occuis

ore or lefs in’ all commiynities, “cither

from parith laws, or the more generil .

caufe of the facﬂlty of comblnatlon

amoncr the r1ch, aiid its difficulty among

the: poor, opexates to p1event the price

“of Tabour from uﬁng 4t the natural

period, - and’ keeps it down {ome time

longer 1 pelhaps, il a year of fcarmty, -

_When the damour 1§ too Ioud and the

necess1ty too appzuent to be reﬁﬂed
'*. | Jpeiel

~ D2 | " The

/
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pnce of" leour is thvs concealed 'md

~the uch affect to. grant it as an '1& of

eompafsmn and favour. to -the- poor, in .

conﬁderatton of a. year of fearcity ; and
when plenty: 1eturns, ‘indulge. themfelves
in ‘the moft unreafomble of all com-
plamts, that the price . does not again
fall 5 when a little refle@ion would {hew
them, that it muft have ufen long bes
fore, but from an unJuﬁ eonfplracy of

. ;hexr own.

But though tne rzch bt unfair combl'-
'ntxons, contribute frequently to prolong
A feafon of difirefs among the poor ; yet
no- pofsible form ot fomety could pre-

| went:the almoft con{tant action of mlfer),
apon-. - great p’dlt of mankmd if in
2 flate of mequahtv anc’x upoz1 All if

’&1}. w e:u" equa,l

~

The ‘true. caufe of - the 1dvmce n. thé*

tremely clear's th’1t Ié-feel.at

nied. R

: ,Atratlon,

[

v
7
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[

The themy, on' whlch the truth of thls

| ‘.poﬁuon depends, appears to me- {o .ex-

iofs to

'con‘]e&me what p'ut of it can be de-

That popula‘clon C'lIlIlOt 1nc1e'1fe Wlth-

vout tlic means of fubﬁﬁence, is a propo-
 fition. fo ev1dent th‘lt 1t needs no 1lluf-

-

P
RS

That populatlon does mvarnbly in-

creafc, “where there: are the means of

'{ubﬁﬁence, the.h;ﬁo;y of every -people-

that haye ever cxifted will abundantly

prove,

And, ,that' the fu‘perior power of

pop-ulation, -cannot be checked, without
:Producing 1nifery' o vice, -the ample
~_f1)ortion of thefe too bitter ingredieﬁts in
'the cup of human life, 'md the con-

Ds tinuance
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tinugnae of, the phyﬁoal caufes that feem

‘to haye produced them, bear too cona

vmcing a tcfhmony o

>
¢

But in mder more fully to afceltam’

the V’llldlty of thefe three propoﬁt1ons,

let-us -examine the different ftates in

Which mankind have bee'n' 'known’ to
ex1ﬁ Even .3 c,uxfory review  will, I
thmk, be fufficient to, convince- us, that

thefe plopoﬁtlons are mcontrovmtlbk
dryths,

~zily be thin,

[ -

%RINCIPLE 'O‘F"PGPULAITIO’N} 8

-

. CHAP. m

e

The ﬁwage br bunicr ftate /bortly revzewed' —The jbep-«

herd ftate, or the tribes of barbarians that overran the .
*Roman Empzre.-—n-Tbe fuperzorzty qf the power of po-
pulatwn to the means of fubfi ﬁence—-—tbc cmfﬁz qf the
great tide of NM tlzem Emigratios. '~

"IN the mdeﬁ ftate of mankmd 'in-f

whlch huntmg s the punmpﬂ occu-

_pation, and the only mode of 'chumnd .

food; the means of fubﬁﬁence bemg'

{cattered over a large e\tent of territor Ys

the compzuatwe populatlon muft: necefﬁ-'
It is faid,. that the p‘lfSlOII-
between the fexes is lefs ardent among
the North |

among any other race of 'men. Yet

American Inchans, than

notwnhf’mndmg this apathy, the effoxt
towards populatlon, even in this people,
feems to be always’ gr'e:'tter;»than ;’t\vhe .
means to fupport it. This ,ap‘p.e‘a,rs, from
| | D4 . the’

[
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‘the comp'nauvely rapxd populatlon that :
takes placc, :Whepeverv any of the tribes

- happen to fettle -in- fome fertile | fpot

. and - to dmw nouuﬂnnent hom morg

f ﬁmtful foulces ‘than that of huntmg,f N

‘and - it has been ﬁequently remarked,
that when an Indian’ famlly “has taken
up its abode near any Eulopean fettle-'

ment, and adopted a more eafy andj

civilized mode ot life, t}nt one: woman

“has reared ﬁy-e or fix, or more Chlldleng

though. inl» t'hé”favage ftate, it rarely hap~ \'

pens, that above one or two in-a family

grow up to m’ltuuty “The f'nne obfer-, -
~vation has been made with reg'ud to the
Thefe fa&s‘

prove the fuperior power of populatlon -

Hottentots mnear  the C'lpe.

to the. means “of {ubfiftence in mtmn;,
of huntms, and that this power ¢ '11ways

fhews " itfelf the momcnt it 1s lcft to adt
with frecdom,

ggi n iy ’~ 7

e

G

N R e R e TR SR R e e o Lok

' countrles.
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[

It remams to mqune, whether this

’ power can ~be’ checked," and 1ts effe&s
kept eqml to-‘the means “of fubﬁﬁence,

Wlthout Vlce, or mlfery

N Sy

“-The North: Amm‘icaﬁ‘ Indiins, "‘c’onf .

dered as a people, cannot juftly be called

free_and- equal -In-all the ‘accounts

"’we’.have _of therm, ‘and, -indeed,. of moft

‘other- favage -nations,” the women *are

reprefehte’d as mach more - completely

in"a ftate - of “flavery to the Jmen,'than»"

‘the ‘poor are to the rlch in civilized

One half “rhe nation appe'n'v

to aétas Helots to’ the other half : ‘and .
“the nufery ‘that :vch_ecks ‘population -falls
‘ c‘hieﬂy as it always muft do, 'ﬁpon‘that :
'p'ut whofe Condltlon is lowelt . in- the .

{cale “of foc1ety ‘The infancy of man

i the fimpleft ﬁ%te requires . confidera~ -

ble attention; _but,tlus ,necgaf('my atten<
tion the women: cannot give, condemned

&

o

A
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as they are, to. the - inconveniences

‘and’ hardfhips' 6f - frequent change - of

plziée, and "to the coﬁﬁané and unre-

nnttmg drudgery of preparmrv evelyb

thmg for the reception . ot their tyrans

nic - Imds.
| ,duung prevnancy, or with. chlldren at

their backs, muft occafion frequent 1111_{-

; éarriages, ‘and prevent. any ‘bi'tt_'the}’ moft
robuft: infants - from growing to’ matu-
rity. ' Add to thefe. hardfhips of the

| '.’Wor'nen',* the conftant - war ‘that \p'revai]s'

dmong’ favagea, and the necefSLty which

they frequently labour under of: expo~
fing their

: 3r’id-" of ’thus"violatiné the firft feelings

“Thefe eleltlons, {ometnnes,'

L

aged and helplefs parents;

of. natme ; and’ the piﬂure will not ap-’

‘péar very fieé from: the blot of nuferyA
In eftimating the happmefs of a favage

nation, we muft not fix our eyes only,‘

he

on the warrior in the prime of life :

is one of a hunched

he is the frentle- |

; ' mang -
. . ’ ’ : \ ’

\ 3

BRI Ry v R
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Lifanesar

‘of the community in civilized ﬁates.,

this fhort 1ev1ew

o
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‘.m'm, the . ma,n of fortune, the chances - '; E

have been m ‘his f’WOlll 3 and many ef-

“forts have falled ere thls fortunate be~

ing was produced whofe guiardian ge~

nius {hould. pxeferve him tlnough thc »

numberlefs dangers with: which he would
be furrounded from infancy to m"mhood.
The true’ points of compaufon between ‘
two natlons, feem to be, the ranks 1 n each' .
which appenr neareﬁ to anfwer to each
othel. ,»And in.this view, I {hould. com—-v
pare the warriors- in the pume -of hfe,

~ with  the’ gentlemen ; and the women,:
~ children, and aged with the lower clafles

i

- 5

'May we not then fauly 111{'01 fmm:
or rather, fxom the ‘
accounts that may be referred to of na-.
tions of huntels, that their populatlon
that -

it Would nnmedmcly mcxmfe 1f food

is thm flom the. fcmclty of food 3

was - ‘
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“was in’ greater pIenty, ‘_ and tha’c put-w "
1'.tmg vice, out of the quefhon amoncr fa.
vages,’ nnfery 1s the check that repreﬁes_
'_',the fuper:or power of populatlon, and‘\
" ,'.:,'_‘kceps ts effeQs eqml to the means of
.:;_;fnbﬁﬁence. Aéhnl obfeuatxon :Lnd ex-

_ penence, tell = us ‘that this check Wlth .
a few local. and temporary C\ceptlons,_‘ o
is conﬁantly ‘acting now upon “all fa~

acre natxons and the themy mchcates,l

that it probably aé’ced mth nearly equal
ﬁrength a thoufand years aoo, and’ it
may not be- much 01eater a thoufand

’.years hencc.- | R T

Of the 1hannéfs and habits that pre-

. vail- among ‘nations “of ﬂlephelds, the

-next ﬁate of nnnkmd Wc are ~even \

moxe 1gnorant tInn of the ﬁvage ﬁate._
- But that thefe natlons could ‘not efcape
the genelal lot of mlfcxy ‘mﬁng frorp
he want of - fubﬁf’cence, Emopu, and

: aN
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‘ umverﬁl nloht

: the means of fubﬁﬁcncc. ’

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION.. ‘4,’5‘_-?

all the faueﬁ countucs m the World
bear ample teftxmony Want was thc'
0‘0‘1(1 that dxove the chtluan {hepherds

‘from then mtlve haunts, like fo many

mnn{hed wolves in {carch of pxey Set*

in motion by this all’ powerful CanCg

~clouds of Barbauans {eemed " to’ colle&’
'ﬁom ‘all. pomts of the northern’ hemxf
_phClC. | Gatheung frefh " daxknefs, and
'tenor, as they rolled’ on, the congre- |

oated -bodies at lenoth obfcmed the ﬁm
of Italv,"md funk the whole w011d in
~ Thefe uemcndous efs
fe&s, fo long and fo deeply felt tlnouoh-
out the faireft pomons of the earth,
may. be txaced to thc fimple “cauf¢ of

the fupeuor powex of popuia‘uon, to"

It s Well known, that a country i
‘p'Lﬁ:mC cmnot fuppmt fo many “inha-_

" bitants as '1 countly in tzllage but what

Lo ' rendez»




,n'ltxons of huntexs.

“occupied,
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| rendexs natu‘ms of {hepherds fo fornnda-\:

ble, is, the power which they" poﬂ'efs of
movmg all’ togethel, -and the: necefmty
they” frequentlv feel of exetting this
power in fearch of frefh pafhue for their

herds. A tr1be*that was rich in cattle, :

had'an immediate plenty of food Even

the parent ftock might bé devouled in
~a cafe of ‘abfolute: necefmty The wo-
,-;‘:men hved n: gxeater eafe than atnongi" L
| The men bold in

their united” ﬁrength and conﬁdlng in
their  power of  procuring ‘paftute- for

their cattle -by change' of place,  felt,
"probably, but' few fears about plowdmg
for a f"umly. Thefe combined caufes
foon produced their natural ‘and inva-
riable effe&t, an 'extenaed population. A

more ﬁequent 'md rapid charlo'e of place
became then neceﬁ'aly

A 'br,o'aderv defblatibn' extend-
I | ed

. ’ed ali 'uound them

: came too evzdcnt te be zcﬁﬁcd

A widerand
more ehte_nﬁve territory wasf'fu‘cCéfsively
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\Vant pmched the

- lefs foxtumte members of the foc1ety

(S

and at iencrth, the 1mpof31b1hty of

'fuppoztmg fuch a number together be-.

Y oung

* fciohs were then pufhed out " hom the
' parent-flock, and mﬁru&ed to exploxe
frefh regtons, and to gain. h’lppl@l feats -

for themfelves by their fwords.‘ £ The

world - was -all before them- ;whele to,
' ,.‘Chufe . Reftlefs from prefent. dxﬁrefs,ﬁ
| ﬂuihed thh the - hope of fairer prof~

peéts ; and ammated with the fpirit. of :

vhardy enterpuze, thefe danno ‘adventus
. Tefs were- hkely to become fonmdabxe.
‘adverfaues to,- all - who oppofed them.

- ‘The pmceful mh’tbltmts of the coun-~:

‘mcs on wh:ch thPy ru{hed, could not.
long withftand the cncrvy of men a&m@_-

L under fuch powexful motives of exeztxoh,
" And when they fell .in with any. trxbea_ |
| ,hke their;iown, the . contef’c was -a

ftruggle -




- with'a defperate comaore, infpired by thejl
refleétion, that- death rwas the pomfhmeot
of ‘defeat,” and life ‘the prize of victorys

~

~
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ﬁruggle for e\1f’cence, and they foucrh'(:

. . f -

.

Somie, p1obably, peufhed by . hardihip

and famme, Othels, Whofe leadmg ﬁat"

had given them a happxer (111'(3&101],1.

became great and powelful mbes i andg

in- their turns, fent- off frefh adventu-.

rers: ih: fe'u'eh of " ﬁlll more fCl‘tll(. feats;;}

'The\‘prodlglous-Waﬁeof human life oc-o

caﬁoned by this ‘perpetual ﬁruggle for

| room and food, was more than fupplied

by the mlghty power of populatlon,
a&xng, in fome degree, unﬂ1ackled from -

the conf’cant lnblt of emlgratlon. The tnbes

that migrated towards the South, though/ |

' they: won - ‘thefe . “meore fruitful' regions
by continual- battles, - rapidly . increafed.

4

In thefc favage cOhtef’cq ‘many. tnbes"_
snuft’ have- been - utterly - extermmwted

a Lreafed means of fubﬁftence.._

‘prlﬁng, mured to Inrdﬂup, -and dellght~_

. Ing in

| thexr labours.

AR

-
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in number and power, from‘ the

Tlll af:
anrth, the whole temtory, from\ the"
eonfmes of Chma o' the moxeo B {hid
Baltic, - was peopled by a vanous _race
of Barbanans, : -brave, ‘ robuﬁ- a and enter—

warh ‘Sbitie” ‘tribes: mnntamed

tHeir mdependence. Othcrs ranved them»

’chemfelves: under‘ther-ftandard of fomic . -
Who led ~théem " 'to
V1&ory after - v1&oxy, and What ‘Wwas of .

barbaric chieftain,

more 1mportance, to. 1eglons aboundmp;

 iri -corn, swine and: oil; the*long mfhed
~for . eonfummatlon, and érreat rewznd of

a Zingis - Khan, 'md the chlefs around

them, < might  fight for. 0f101y3‘fm ‘the -
f'une of - extenﬁve conqueﬁs, but thé

| ‘.-true caufe that {ét1in motion the"’ great'

tide ; of northern emwratlon, ‘and - ‘that

~Cont1nued to’ ‘propel | 1t txll 1t ro]led at-

e f-‘e. E. dif=

onalin s



fhe means of fupportmg 1t

of food @ populatlon e\tended beyond

A

.
vl il E T
ST RN I

'~The abfolute po@ulatijoil at - any . one
penod i pwportron to the extent of
territory, could mever; be great, on ac-
coun’c of - the unproduéhve nature of

"appears to have been a. moﬁ l"lpld fuc—r

cefsmn of human bemgs and as faﬁ: as

fome Were mowed down by the fcythc N

)

of war, OF. of famme,sothers :rofe m e

ereafed numbers to. fupplvy theyr phce.. |
’Among thefe bold jand nnprovrdent Bar-

barians, populatwn‘f,qu plobably but
httle checke& as, in modem {tates, from
a fear of future d1ﬁiculues. oA prevznl-r

mg hope of , bettermg theu' .conditiony. B -

by change. of Pplace ;. a. conﬁant e\cpec~
tation of plundc 3 power even, |

L2 ' dl{"

RS

R L A T ey

' dltlons

" hérds' th1s foon takes place the diftefs’.

/\‘

pRINCIFLE ‘6%‘1’»'&)’1‘;‘16&%1'0& B
Vd:(txeﬁed o felhng thexr ‘ehildrén 'as
ﬂaves, ‘added’ to ‘the ‘natural éaxleleﬁ‘nefs
of *{Hé - barbmic chara&er, all confpired

"torraxfe a populatlon Wlnch remamed
to’ be 1epreﬁed aftexwards by- famme or:

1Y e T

u ,arall; y P RESFERER FEHPR ; eyt R M
) ‘ware ST e el
. N :

Vhere there is any mequahty of con«

and amono'natlons of ﬂlep

duﬁng from a fcar01ty of plovﬂions; :
muft fall hardeft upon the leaft fortu-:
nate members of the focxety Tlns dlf- ~

tiels *11(0 muﬁ ﬁequently have ‘been

:felt by the Women, expofed to cafual'

plundcr xn the’ abfence of " théir hufs

Savmogly g

] "bands, and fubje&* to cdﬁtmual dxfap-'

.pomtments 1n thelr expe&ed returh;z

4\
T i S R I R

But mthout knowmg enough of the

n‘..,‘

minute and’ initimate hlﬁory of thefe

’people, to" point out precxfely on what

- E2 | - part

{
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:pqrt ‘the drﬁrefs for want of -food. chreﬁy
fell and to What ektent it was generally.
" felt I thmk We may fairly fay, from all the.
"Lccounts that we have of nations of, ﬂlep-.\
‘herds, that populatron mvanably increafed. \
among them, whenever, by emigration,

~or any other caufe, ‘the means of f{ub-

= ﬁﬁence were mcreafed -and, that a fur-

’A -

ther populiitlon was cheeked and the"'
’ ll ' i

a&ml popuhtlon kept equal to the!

ceionTing uln
‘means -of fubﬁﬁence by mlfery and
¢, z,..._‘rv",‘t'\‘_ L
vices ., ., o -
'LJJ.‘:“i RY PR D fxe?«,a.. KD ’

JI‘or, 1ndependently of my VICIOUS cufn

toms that mxght have prevalled wmongﬁ: ,

them w1th 1e0'1rd to women, wlnch al~.
| Ways operate as checks to. populatron, it
'muﬁ: be ‘Lcknowledged I thmk th'lt the\_

'commrfmon of war is vice, and the cf-

- fect of it, 1mfery 3 and nonc can doubt |

the }mfjery of W'mt of food TN
:. : "'." 3,5: . :;, " : :- e o , IC',I'IAPO)
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State qf' cmzlzzea’ nanans.—-—Probabtlzty tbat Europe z.v

¢ Notxwthﬁandmor the e\agger'ttlohs of i

Cy . . . . :. o,
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Cae_/ar.—-Bq/t cnterzon of papulattan ———Probbble error,
qf Hume in one of the crztertom that be prapoﬁzs as a_[ ‘
«fifting in an éftimate of papulatum Sl intreafe’sf
populatzan at prefent inmoftof the fiatesof E tiropes—The:
twa prmapal cbeck.s o populatton. The firft ar preven-
“tve chick ' éxamined: wztb regard 't Engla ad, 40T

N .
aeng o { ey e ) st
{03 550 PERAT AN e o v
S e SIS \ ‘{ “ ("‘f‘;(";

IN exammmg the. ne\t ftate of m'm,.

NNy Ak fa. 24

kmd w1t11 relatlon to the

C«L.

i"‘é s :§

quefhon be-.
fore S5 the ﬁate of mixed

EXE .)J L

trllage, Jin whleh, with fome varlatlon..

PR ibans

L3

pafture and

pe &-.. 1

m the proportlons, the mo{’c cwlhzed.,

' natlor}s muﬁ: always 1ema1n ,we ﬂnll be;.‘

‘».—‘)

~ afsifted 111 our, rev;ew,,b){ .swhaf we. daily |

fee around us,,by,,aé‘cml e\peuence, by

.‘.: )

fa&s that .come ’Wlthln ‘the . fcope Laf

every mms obfervatlon. Y o
Juing e ot @ Iy

A B . . '

1

fome old - hlﬁouans, thCIC can rennm
E3 | no

b
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- l~.<

no doubt in the mind of any thrnkmg
‘man, that the populatlon of the prmcr-
pal countrres of ‘Europe, France, Eng-
Iand Germany, Rufsm, Poland Sweden,

and Denmark, is.. muoh greater than,

ever 1t was m former tlrnes. The ob-

‘v10us reafon of thefe exaggeratlonsmls,

-the for mrdable afpe&“that éven: a’ thmly

peopled natron muﬁ: have, when coI~

leéted together, and moving all at once

m’fealch of” fre{h feats. I to thls tré-
mendous’ appearance Be ' added i fucf
cefsrorr'*"at certam mtervals of ﬁrmlar
,emrgratrons, we fhall not be much fur-

prrfed ‘that''thé fears “of the t’rmrd na~'

tions’ 'of the South reprefented the North

.zr ,f vvvvvv

as'a’ reglon '1bfolutely fwarmmg Wlth_"

human il Hemos. """ &

arfEr

view of the fubJe& at prefent enables"
us to {ee, tlnt the mference was- ' as

vabfurd 1f a man 1n thrs

country,

.who was contrnually mee‘umy on thex

) - . o ‘. "" ;’f ' . . roa(l

L

A ‘nearer and .]uf’rcr‘

\

AT

~f
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Ve \

toad droves of ‘cattle’ ‘from Wales and
the North Was nnmedrateiy to’ conclude
that thefe countrres were’ the’ moﬂ pma

duéhve etf a’H thc parts “of: the kmm )

B 1 i LN
..-;,. . H 2 .,.‘x PR -

dom. AR ~ .-.'
’ b, ) - e Tehove

P e . P H 1
’»a{: oot '.") Ve AR LA

- The reafon that the greater part of
.i‘,urope is  more’ populous Hotw * than it
svas’ i former times, i, thatlthe mduf—
@ of ' the mhabrtants has faade: thefe
countries pmduce F3 cvreater quantlty 'of

vhuman fubfifténice, I‘or T concerve,»that:

‘~_rt may She *laid - down“as X poﬁtron ot

{0 be” controverted ihat ’ral«mnnr a’ fuf-

ficient: ‘extent of terrrtory to mclude

within ‘it - expcrtatlon and: 1mportat10n °g

“and” allowmg forae” variation' for - the

prevalence of- luxury, of. of frugal habits's

that popuhtron conf’cantiy bears a *egu-’
lar proportron to’ ‘the” food that" the earth .
is" ‘made to produce., In’ ‘the contro~
verfy concermng “the populoufnefs of ‘an-

F. 4 i csent |
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4 t and:; modern nat1ons, could it be

| clearly afcertamed that the average pro-
dpce of the countrles in queﬁlon, taken.
altorrether, 18 ,greater now: than it was
in the times of Juhus C:efar, the (llfo."’

.....

= . o [N v“.
1 S ”!(l ‘1‘"(:'!,‘,\:4"1." PR B i rha

t

Wnen We are: afl'ured that Chma is

P

the ‘moft; fertlle country in. the world
fthat ‘almoft all the land “Is in tlllavef,

and;that a great part of 1t . bears - two
orops &very., year ;. and further, that.. the
| a)eople Jiyve very;, frupally' We may. infer -
with certamty, that the: popuhtlon muft
be nnmenfe, wﬂ:hout bufyi _;mcr 011rfelve°~

:::::

......

But tnefe
mquules, are of theuut moft: qmportanw»
",nd a. mmute hlﬁoxy ofg,the cuﬁomc of

L

;agements to early marrlgges.f;

‘the lower Chmefe would be ot -the -

greatei’c ufe, vm afcertammg in, . what/

A, N y i
S ih e b B "\

mim-z

e R e O i i Ve NG At W G
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manner the checxs to a, further Hopu-.

what are, the dx{’creﬁes that prevent an,,
increafe, of numbers beyond the - abxhty,

- of the Countly to fupport

Hume, an h1s eﬁ'ay on: the populouf- -
nefs of an01ent and -modern - natlons,
When he mtermmgles, as. he fays, aninx
qulry concermnrr gcaufes, Wlth that con-A
- gerning facls, does not - feem to- fee W1th
‘his ufual penetratlon, how Very httle' |
fome of : the caufes he alludes to ! could' )
enable hnn to form any Judomentsof
the actual populatlon of jancient nations.
If any.;. mference .can .be.;drawn frome |
them,, perhaps it “fhould; be dlre&ly the |
reverfeof  what Hume: draws, though I L '
certamly ought to {peak with great dif-, ﬁ
fidence in dlffentlng ﬁ'om a man,. who:of
all OthClS on. fuch fubjeéts Avas the leaft |
flkely to’ be- deceived - by ﬁrﬁ appear«.

/,

o - ~ances,

By e e - -l

lation operate ;. what are - the vices, -and, L
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JIf T find ‘that at'a ‘c'ér'tfiin??pe:

anod i’ ‘anciént hlﬁory, the” encourage-

ances.

' /
thents’ to” hate a ffunxly weré great that»

- . 'eznly marriagds were Confequently vcry

ed fingle, I ﬂ;ouldfm_fm with certainty
“that . population® was- rapidly- I.incfe’aﬁncr
‘but by no" means that it" was: then ac—-
tually; very omeat
contrary,
 that there was roonvand food' for a much

- greater: number. On ' the other! hand,if
1ifind that’ at this’ pemod ‘the dlﬂlcultxes
:attendmg al family: ‘were very great 3
that"confequently, few early mmuaoes

took place, tand-that’agreat number ot

both’ fexes remamed ﬁngle, T-inféer: mth
Certamty ‘that population- was at a’ f’cand

.and, plobab}y, becmfe ‘the ‘actual - popu-

}atlon ‘Was : VEry' great 111 “proportion’ to

| the fertlhty ‘of the 'land, and -that: there
. ms fcarcely room: and - foo.d for more,
' ' * The

prevalent, and’ thdt-few’ perfons remain-

ratherg' ‘indeed;: thc :

that dtiwas ; ‘then *thin, and

\
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m modern ﬁates, Hume allows to" be rad:
ther: an- argument ag‘aldﬁ their- 4popu1a,, :\
thnw - {hquld rather“dmw a; conuary
mference, and confider it anrargument
Of their:fullnefs ; ~though ithis mfercncd
is. not; certzun, fbecaufe there are’ many
thinly, inhabited;: ftates: that - 4re yet iftas
tionary, in “theu';populatlon-‘.'t: ‘.?I:”ovfpea‘k’

| tberefote, corre&ﬂy, perhaps it maY“be B

.....

fons m»pl;oporuon tmthe whole nim-
b_e{xj,,feglﬁ;p g -at- different | pc_nods, in‘the -

- {amey:. gx/ different 'ﬁilf.éS,"i :will enable rus’

to. judge;; ivhetherwlpop'u}atbn' -at ‘thefe’

periods, was increaﬁng, ftatlonary, or des

\ creaﬁng, but; W111 form 1o cuterlon byi

\\\\\

Pulﬂtlon.; T AR L

‘There-
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to_the average ‘produce;’

..,....,
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Tnere 18, however,fa cnrcumf‘cance taken'

| .’not_xcegxoﬁ in‘tmoft-“6f ¢ the”accotints we
haveof : China; thati'it. *"fé"e"’fhs; ""’di’fﬁéillf
toi wconmle Wvithi:this reafonmg S (R

faxd,,,that early marrlacres’very generally‘
- prevail  through aHxi,the ‘raniks' of 2 the!

Chinefe. © :Yet Dr.>:Adam’ Stith? fupo

pofes.that :popilation sin <China: Bflast

ﬁonary uThefeitwo clrcumﬁances ap
_pear. to.be irreconcileabla): Tt certamly
'feems very little probable that the" po-f
pulatlon of "China - jsi faft'?mCreaﬁng
Every acre iof: land has beeii follong

3 ; cultwatmn «that : we:can’ hardly con<t

ceivecthere!l is any igredt: year-ly a‘ddztlon -
The fadt, per—
haps,;of the:univerfality of early ary
riages ; .may. not beufuﬂlmentlyuafcer-‘

'tamed, E LS 1 ‘be i fuppofed s true, W ihie”

only ‘way of accounting for the' diffi-

2

_culty, with our prefent knowledge of the

fubjc&, “appears to be, that the redun-
. / dant

i

knowledcred to. Europeans.

N
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byt}the prevalence of early fmamages,;
’ A

muft. be rcpreﬁ'ed by occaﬁonal fammes,
zmd by the cuﬁom,\of expoﬁng chd-

dren, W’thh, in tlmes of dlﬁreis, is; proxi

_bably, .MOre frequcnt than s, ever acs

Relatwe to

this barb'nous praéhce, it 1s dlﬁicult to.
‘aw01d remdrl\mg, »that thexe cannot be a

ﬁ'ronger ;proof_ of the. dxﬂreifes that have
been -felt by mankmd for want of food
v.lotat.es, the mo{t natural prmmple of
the human  heart, It  3ppears 'to have,

becn , very.

i) beneml among anment . nass

. tions, and certamly tended rather to in-:

creafe\,popuhtlon. 55

iy \ )
Cowloe 2 (PSSR

modern -Europe, . we.. fhall..

though they have mcreafed vexy con-‘r.'

fmd

~\'=>

iy
P

. In; exammmg the prmmpal ﬁates of

‘ that

zulcmbly in. popuhtlon ﬁnoe they were

vy
L

natxons

\

.-

A}
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nations: of fhephefds, yet“fhat~"at plea
{ent, their progréfs is but {161 and mﬁead
of doubling theis numbers every twenty«
ﬁ{re years,_they reqmre three or f'our

hundredx years; o “isre, ! for that puis’

~ pofe."Some, ‘indeed,” may b’ abfolute]y

ﬁqtlonary, ‘and “others even retromadeo
The! eaufe of this: flow’ progrefs in' po~
pulation *cannot:" be traeed‘ toia decﬂy
of” the! pafswn between the"fe*{es.., We

Ahave‘fuﬂielent reafon to ‘think' that thls'?'*

;4natural pxopenﬁty exifls il ‘in undnma”

nithed ‘vigour.’ Why \hen do ot ity

effects © “appear - in a rapld incréafe ‘of-
the® human fpeeles "An ‘mtlmate Ver'-

of-thé ftite of foelety in any ‘olié ‘cotn+

Sty i in Europe, which may ferve equaHy"\
for all,

the -dlfﬁ()lllthS - attendm g the rearing of -

will enable us to anfwer this
queihon, 'md to: 1fay, that a foreﬁght of

a family, adls as‘a prevemtlve cheek,h

and the a&ual dlﬁreﬂes of fome of thej
Iower

PR 2 |

: . . .
A o R TR SN e Sl B A SRR T ot x50 1 D P T v

HATT R AT A R T Y B0 S A R 03 A oD e
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“owel claflcs, ; by awhich thex ate\,dalf-
abled from :giving the:.proper; food and

attentmn to: the1r chzlrhen, acls.as a P,

fitive check o, the,patuxal mcxeafe of.'

populatlon.

e , .
. H - BTN L R L T AN
SR _*4’;(,; PR L P ISR SRR SIS g R

for. an-, e*{ample, sandl the obfervatmnsr
made,,.wxll apply with but thttle varia-

Ty

non to zmy other countrylwhme ithe -

The prexentwe chcck appeqrs to’ ope-r
‘mte in..fome: devlee threugh all~the:
ra.n;ks; of focxe'ty- 1n~ En gland o -There lafe.
fbme)-?me‘n, ‘even -in - the, ;thheﬁ ranl«.,

- who' are prevented from: mart ying. by thc

“idea. of . the expences tthat , they- muft. ,_
'retreneh, and: the': faicied pleafures that:’
‘they. muft: depnve themfelves of, ion the:
'fuppoﬁtxon of. hawng al fazmly; “.Thefé:

sail , con-

e /

-
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-

Ca preventrve foreﬁght of this’ kmd has

objeé”ts of ‘much” creater Werght for rt
centemplatron as we' go’ lower.

i

A man of hberal educatron, _but Wrth
~ an income. only ]uﬁ fufficient to enable |
dhrm to" affocrate in ‘the rink" of gentle~

men, muft feeI abfolutely ‘certain, ,that
rf he marrres “and -has- a femily, ‘he'
fhall be: obhged if he mixes at ~all - in’
{ociety, to rank hrmfe}f wrth moderate
farmers, and the lower clafs of . tradef«

men, - The ' woman' that a man of édu-

cation ‘would’ naturally ‘make the° ob'je&"f

of ‘his_ elioice, would be one. brought:

”up 1n the fame taﬁes and fentunente

with . hxmfelf and ufed to.the - familiar

| 1ntereourfe of a’ foerety totally drﬂ'erem.
from that- to whreh fhe - muﬂ: be (s

duced . by marrlage.~ “Can;d:man : cons’

'fent to plaee the ObJE& of hrs faffept

deo : tron

- confideratioris: ‘are ~certainly- trivial ; but

Y R R R RN A A e T TV e

B B s S RN 7 R R R R S

e

4 BN P A et RS AL e

ot R O

'_the generahty of pcople, 'f N

fentral evrl

reciprocal foeletv
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'tron m a ﬁtmtron fo drfcoxdant proba-— ‘

bly lrer taﬁes 'md mclrnatxons?

3 I

Two or thxee ﬁeps of defcen.t. in fo-

Crety, pameularly '1t thls round of the

‘ ladder, where edueatlon ends, and 1crno- .

_ranee becrms, W 111 not be conﬁdered by

sid

cied ’md Chlmencal but a real and.‘ef-‘
If focrety be held deﬁrea~

ble,»rt fure lv muﬁ be. ﬁee, eqml and

where beneﬁts are :

conferred as Well as recerved and not

.fuch as. the dependent ﬁnds Wfth hrs
' .patron, or. the poor W1th the rrch. o

P (:..S

Thefe conﬁderatrons undoubtedly pre-

| ‘vent a- great number m thrs rank of
the from followrncr the bent of thexr 1n-)
| ehmtrons in an emly athchment Others,

gurded either by a ﬁronger pafsron, or

.a weaker Judoment break through thefe
: 'reﬁramts, and 1t Would be hard mdeed

‘a. fanf- ,

1

PO
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R A ’ R

T

1f the gratlﬁcatlon of fo dehcrhtful a

.....

tnnes, more than counterbalance all 1tf

| attendant evﬂs.» But I fcar it muﬁ be
| O\ifﬁed that the | moxe general confe~-~

quences ot' fuch mamagcs, .are rqther .

calculated to Ju{tlfy, than to reprefs, the

. forebodmgs of the prudent. -

The fons of tradefmm and farmers

' are exhorted not to marry, and generally

‘ﬁnd 1t neceﬁ‘ary to. puxfue this advice,

| tlll they qre fettled in fome buﬁhefs,
or farm, that may enable thein to fup-'
) p01t a fam1ly Thefe events may not,

| perhaps, occur t111 they are far advanced- K

in hfe. N The fcalclty of fzums 1s a very
oeneral complamt in Envland “Aind thé
‘eoﬁipetltlon in every kind of buﬁnefq

"';xs fo great that it'is not pofs1b1e that'

“111‘ thould be fuCCCfoul

# .3 e DI TR -
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"Ihe hbourer who ‘eariis eightéen

pence a day, and lives with fome degree- ‘

of comfort as’a ﬁngle ‘man, will ‘hefi«
tate a little ‘before he divides that -pit-

tance vamong four or ﬁve, thch feems-

to-be but Juﬂ: fufﬁment for one. Harder
ﬂne and harder- labour he. would {ub-

'. mit to, for the fake of hvmg Wlth the
woman ‘that he Ioves, -but. he muﬁ"
- feel confmous, xf he thmks .t all, that

thould he have a large famlly, and ‘any |

'Vall luck whatever, no degree of fruga- |

lity, no pofsxble exertxon of - his' nianual |

ftrength; could’ preferve him from ‘the

heart rendmg fenfatxon of -feeing his

children ﬁmve, or. of foffeltmg his inde~ -
pendence, and bemg obhged to the pa-
rith for their fupport. The - love of ine
,dependence is a fent;ment that furely‘
none would Wlﬂl to be erafed from the
breaft. of man : /though the parxfh law:
of- England it muft be confeﬂ'ed is a

F.2 fyﬁem
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fyﬁcm of all others the mof’c calculated
gradually to Weaken this. fcntlment, and.

the end fnny eradlcate 1t com-

oy

Pletely. b

The fervants Who hve in gcntlemens
f.mnhes,, have’ reftramts that are yet
ﬂronger to” break through, in \enturmg
upon marriage. - “They poflefs the necef-
fanes, ‘and - ‘even “the comforts of life,~

almof’c in:as grcat plenty as thexr maf»

ters. -- " Thiir work is eafy, :md then* food‘
“laxurious; compnred ‘with the .clafs of_ o
And .their - fenfe of depena-;‘

dence His weakened by the ‘confcious”

labourers.

‘power:-of - changmg then‘ maﬁers, if they_’

feel themfelves offended

fortably fituated at’ prefent,-
then profpeé‘cs in mariying.
er»farmlng,-andr-unufed, and thezetme

RN [ s e PO .
FRNARE R SRS RN B, E Y

Thus com-’
what_ :are}
'Wit’lm’tit |

knowledoe or- capltal cither for buﬁnefs,i'

" unable
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unabie to earn;-a: fubﬁﬁence by dally
labour, thelr only refuge feems to. bc
;3‘ ‘miferable aeloufe, wlnch certamly
oﬁ'els no very enchanting’: profpe& of
a happy evening to their lives. By

- much the greater part, thcrefore, de-

terred by . this unmvxtmg view of theu‘ '

future ﬁtuatmn, content themfelves W1th

rcmammg ﬁnole where they 'u'e.

If thxs {ketch of the ﬁ'tte of focxety
n Enorland be near the txuth, and I do
not eonce;ve t]l'lt 1t 1S exarrgerated it
be  allowed, that the preventlve
check to populatwn in  this country
‘operates, though W1th varled force,
through all. the claﬁ'ts of the commu-
nlty The fame obfeavatxon “will hold
i true with xeg'ud to all old {t'ltes.. ‘The
effeé’ts, mdeed of thefe reftraints upon
marrlave are but too confplcuous in thc

F 3 con~

o
i
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: bn'fequbént{viCés'f that are produced in
almoft every -part of the world ; - wices;
that are contmually mvolvmg both fexes
i mextmcable unhappmefs. o

'

CHAP.

—
———

B feat their ‘
. the poor profwﬁ'd -—-T /)e abfolute zmpaﬁzbzlzty from tbe

] fefsion of.,

’
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The fecoridy or pifitivé check to : population examinedy  in

- England.—The true caujé why the zmmen_/é Jum col-

lected in England for the poor does not better their con-

A

* dition.—The powerful tendency qf tbe paor laws to de-

........

- ﬁxed laws of our nature, that the preffure of want ian

- - ever be completely removed from the lower clqﬂé: of jb-

clety, --uill the cbeck: to popylatzan may be rg/?zlwd mto :

' mg/l’ry or wce.

‘THE poﬁt1ve check to populatxon, by

\

which T ~mean, the check that repreﬂ'es o

an mcwafe wlnch 18 aheady begun, is

confined chleﬂy, though ‘not perhapc“

folely, to the loweft ordexs of foc1ety

ATh1s check is not {o obvieus to common
_vxew as the other I have mentloned
and, to prove dlftlllétly the force and.'
-e\ctcnt of its oPemtlon, _would requxre,

o

: ‘;perhaps, moxe data than we. are in pof-
But I beheve it has been'
F4 ._very
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‘

Vei:y' crencrally rcmarkcd by thofe who' |
‘have attended to bills of ‘mortality, that
of the number of c]nldlcn who die an-

nually, much too- gleat ‘a proportlong

belonors to thofc, who may be’ fuppofed
umble to. give. thcu oﬁ"sprlng _proper

food and attentxon-' expofed as-. they'

are ocoaﬁona]ly to fe\ero dlfhefs, and

conﬁned pcrhaps, to unwnolefome ha-

bltatlons and” hard Tabour.

tahty among the cmldreu of the . poor

has becn conﬁantly taken notxco of in -

11 towns.

1'111 in ‘an” oqu'xl dcgrce in’ the Country, a
but the fub]c& has hot - Intherto reccwcd :
fufﬁment '1tt0nt10n to mnble any one
to fdy, that thcxc ale not- more - dcathsf

1n propoxtlon, amonO‘ ‘the chlldren of

the poor, even'”

among thofc ‘of - thc ‘middling and hmhcr L
’ da{Tcs.,\ Indced, it fcems dliﬁcuk’to 1up~ |

pofe that a labourers wﬂe Who has ﬁ

c.dldrul R

By S ——— -

Thls mor~ |

It cmtamly ‘does “not- pre—ﬂ

“the country, thin -

clnldren, and ‘who s fomctnnes m ‘abfo

and daucrhtels of - peaﬁnts W111 not be

found fuch rofy chierubs in’ real hfe,, _
they are defcribed to bé in' 1ommces.

while: ‘afriving at- matunty
you would guefs to* be -fourtcen. or fif-

teen, ‘are upon’ mqu:r}, hcquently found
“And ﬂlcl‘i

Jads who-drive plouoh, whu‘fh muﬁ cor- |

to be “eighteen -or nineteen.

tamly be a hoalthy e\eicdc, are very.

E r'lrely feen Wlth any ‘xppmmncc of calves

1o their legs; a cxrcun*ﬂance, which: can
“only: bc attnbutcd to:a want ecither of

pt‘opel »' OF of fuﬁlcxcnt nourdhmenu

O
(R .

~
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lute want of bread, “thould be able al- :
, 'W'Iys to owe them ‘the’ food and attcn.\h:r: ‘
“tion’ neceﬂary to’ fupport hfe. “The’ fons":"’f

- It cannot- fail to- ‘be remarked by thofc(
who hve ‘much’ m ‘the" country, that .
‘the- fons’ of labourers are very apt 10" be

ﬁunted m thelr growth, 'md are’a long .
Boys that‘

To-

Lew.
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To remedy the f;equent dxﬁreﬁes of

the -common | people,the poor laws of

England have been inftituted ; but it is.

:to be feared; that though they ‘may. have
allevmted a httle the 1ntenﬁty of. Illdl-

‘‘‘‘‘

goncml ev11 over a much largel furﬁzce.‘

tiis 2 ifubject often- ﬁarted in. conver-

fatlon, and mentxoned always as a mat-

ter of grcmt furpufe, that noththﬁand»

colle&ed for the poor in England there

fls fhll {o much: dlﬂrC{S amono them.

‘Some think that the money muft be |

-,.embc,zzlod othe}s that the ,church-
~wardens and overfeels confume the greater

part of it in dinners; - All- 'xgrec tlnt

Afome how . or, other 1ty muft be very.ill-

‘managed.: -_'In thort the fgl&,;jhﬂ?,l}@ﬂﬂ;}’

'.«..three ; milli,ons:;ia—ro colleé&ed ,apn,tixall-y,‘

for the poor, .and yet- that their> dif-

trefles are, not removed, is the' fubje&

P . . . . . -
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of contmual aﬁomﬂlment ‘But 4 man who
fees a httle below the furface of things,
would be very - much . more aﬁomﬂled
if the faét were - othenvlfc than it is ob~
ferved to rbe,or even if ‘a . colleéhon

univerfally :of elghteen ﬂulhncrs in ¢ theh\ '

fpound mﬁead of four, were: matenally.

to alter 1t I. will ftate a c'xfe which

I -'hope vwll,-l',felucxdate my -meafmng..f:,

Suppofe, that by a- fubfcnptlon of the ‘
I’th, -the: elghteen pence ‘a ‘day ‘which

men earn now, was made ;up five ~ﬂ111- o
‘ lmcs,‘ it mlght be nnagmed pellnps,'

-that they would then ‘be ‘able to- live
comfortably, and have " -piece of meat
-every day for their dinners. - But this
~would be 2 very f’ﬂfe concluﬁon. - The-
‘transfer of three ﬂnlhnvs and ﬁ\pence_

‘a day to every labOUICI, would not in-

scréafe the qumtlty of meat inthe coun-

fry Thexe is’ not at prefent cvmugh

- & : ' ¢ , . ) JOI
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. for-all - to have a decent {hare. What“‘
- would" then be: the confequence?‘ The -
competltlon among “the buyers in the

| market of meat ~would rapxdly raxfe the"

- price from fix:pence - or;feven pence, tovu
two . or'three ﬂnllmws SHig the pound .

and . the commodlty would not be di-

Iy vided among ‘many more than-it: is atr-

- prefent When an amcle is fcalce, andl
cannot be difiributed to all, he that can
fliew the- moﬁ va.lld patcnt that is, he‘

that ~offers-. nlof’t money becomes the..

.poffelfox. If we can- fuppofe the com-

'petmon -among . the buycrs” of mcat to"

‘continue, long enough for a glcatel num-

_ber of cattle- to be: 1e'1recl annually,
- this could only be: -done’ at. the expeneelj.'
of the corn, -which would be a vcry” |
'dlfadvantaveous exohange for it s well
known-that the countxy could not then'
fupport the fame popuhtlon ; and when"

fubfiftence  is fe ree in propomon to the

nums

‘ ,.number of people, it 13 of httle confe-.
: quence whether the loweﬁ membels of.'.
the Aociety. poll'efs |
"ﬁve ﬂnlhngs. s They muﬁ at ‘111 event-,.‘
be.. redueed ‘to. live - upon the h‘udeﬁi,
ffare, and in the fmalleﬁ quantltv

s
e A
4 o o

| creafed number of purchafers m every;
| "Lrtxele, would rrtve ‘a fpur to pxoduc-‘,
tue mdu{hy,'-and ‘that the" whole pxo—:
duce of the ifland would be , mcreafed

cafe. . But the fpur that thefe fanc1ecl
riches woulcl rrwe to” popuh’non, would;

fhore “than” counterbalmee it, 'md the,"

AT R S SRR T 0 8 O i S T

'1bly 1nere'1fed numbcr of - people, AlL

R TR

qu'mtxty of “work would be done: as be-
~fore. But ‘this would not really - take.

D e T

R P R, ST R S e ST

B

\nm&me;op "?OP.UI;AT\ION. A

whteen pence orﬂ

It wﬂl be ﬂud perhaps, that the mn,_ "

This mlght in. fome degree be the";/

lmcreafed pzoduce would be - to be di- -

vided 'unong '1 ‘more than proportxon- :

tlllb txme Ilam fuppoﬁng that the fame -

phcc. .
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place “The 1ece1pt of . ﬁve ﬂnllmgs a

day;’ mﬁead of elghteen pence; would'
. maké® evmy maf - fmcy himfelf. compa-"

rathely‘ pch,_ atd” able’ to indulge  him-

felf in'many houts. or days of leifure. -
This would- give ‘a ftrong and - umne-{
diate. check to produéhve induftry ; ‘md_
ina Thort time, not | only the nation

would ' be poorer, but the ‘lower Claﬁ’es

themfelves would be much more. dxf- E

trefled than. ‘when they recexve,d only
‘ ‘exghteen pence a.day.

L SRR

A collec’hon from the rich of mghteen

'ﬂulhm;s in-the pound, even if dlﬁn-

‘bited in the moft _]udlCIOUS manner, '
would have a-little the fame: cffeét as

‘that refultlnrr from the fuppoﬁtlon I'

have juft made; and no- pofsible con-
tributions' or facrlﬁces of - the rich, par- -

._rtic‘ulzu‘ly 1in ‘mor,ie"y», “could for any time

‘ptevent "the recurience of diftrefs among

»
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\

the IOWex membels of . focxety whoever |

théy were. Gleat ch:mtrcs mxght in?

‘deed be m'lde. The ueh mloht become
poor, and f()me of the poor r1ch but i 3
| paxt of thc" fomety muﬁ neceﬂ'auly feel

a dlﬁiculty of living -and this’ dlfﬁcultv

wdl naturally fall on the Ieaﬁ fortunate -

uuuuu

.....

I beheve 1t is, frue, that I cannot byv

Tieans of money rzufe a poor man, anci :

enable himi to live much better than

‘he did’ hefore, : Wlthout propor’txonahly o
'deplefsmg others in the fdme dafs | f |

.....

.‘

‘‘‘‘‘‘

htmly, who, perhaps, may be well able to
beqmt 1if] I tum up a plcce ofﬁncultx‘vated

land anr] give him" the produoe, I i

benefit

i PRINCIPLE OF POi’ULA'I’ION. 9
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'beneﬁt both lum, and all the membels
- of the focrety, becmfe what he before,
‘,confumed is tlnown mto thc common
ﬁock, ‘and probably fome of the new‘
produce with it.
‘hun money,l‘fuppoﬁng the produce of
' the Country to remain the fame, I give |
him a2 trtle to a. 1a1gcr fhare of - that
produce than formelly, which fharc he
‘cannot _receive wrthout dlmmdhmg the
ﬁlares of others._ It 1s ev1dent that thls

cﬂ"eét m mdmdual mftances, , muﬂ:

v;be fo fmall as to be totalIy nnpercep—.\
\ t1bIe- but {hll it muﬂ: exift, as. many‘f

"Other eﬁ'eéts do, Wthh hke fome - of

the mfe&s that people the axr, elude .

~our groffer perceptlons.. T

'v

N 13

Suppoﬁng the quantlty of food in any

| country to -remain the - fame for many, :

yeats together,‘ 1t is ev1dent that thxs
food muft be dmded accordmg to the

But if I only glve»

T R Pt B O R T 1 e B 0 AR 2 A b A 58 g St g Lt Lk Tedeid e
g ? X . .
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v‘cﬂue of each man’s patent *, or the' Ium

of money that he can'afford to fpend in

this commodlty fo umverfally in requef’c

Ttisa demonﬁratzve truth thelefore, that

the patents of one fet of men could not -

- be 1ncre5fed 1n value, ‘Wlthout dnmm{h-
. mgﬂthe Value of the patents of fome
If the nch’s'cwere to |

fu‘bfcubc,' and glve five ﬂnlhngs a day

other fet of men.

to ﬁve hundled thoufand men w1thout
retrenchmg therr own t%bles, no doubt
that as thefe
naturally hve mme at the1r eafe, and

‘ can emf’c Wo uld

‘m (:‘Il

confume a oreater quantrty of prowﬁons,
there would be lefs food Gemammo to :

d1v1de among the reﬁ and confequently

Lach rnans patent Would be dlmmlfhed

by . B
KB K _.; P T A

¥ "Mr. Godwin’ calls the Wealth that a.man: re:
ceives from his ance{’cors a mouldy patent., It may,
1 thmk wery properly be rermed a patent 5 but I
| hardly fee the propnety of calhno it a mouldy one, as
it is an amcle in fuch conftant ufe. - S
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in valuc, or the fame- number. Of PICCGS

of ﬁlver Would puxchafe a ﬁnaller quan-

tity. of fubﬁftence. S

v
N3 P KA t,

An mcreafe of populatlon W1thout &
proportlonal 1ncreafe of food \Vlll evi--
dently have the fame eﬁ'e& in lowermg

the value of each man’s patent The‘

food rnuf’c neceﬂ'arlly be dlﬁubuted in

| fmaller quantltles, and confequently a -
,day s laboul will purchafe a fmaller quan-

tlty of plowﬁons., An 1nc1eafe in the

"pnce of  provifions would arxfe, elthcr |

hom an increafe of populatmn faﬁer than

the mcans of fubﬁflence 3 - or from a

dlfferent dlﬁrlbutlon of the money of ’
" the foc1ety The food of a countly that.‘

has been long occupled if it be in-

creafing, increafes flowly. ‘and regularly,

and canrniot be made - to’ anfwer " any -fud-"
den dem”lnds' but varntlons in tlle dlf«'if
tubutlon of the money of a foc1ety 1re‘;

- not
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fiot unﬁequently occurting and are un-l*
doubtedly among the caufes ‘thit occa-7

ﬁon ‘the contmual vanatxons Wthll we

obferve in the price of provxﬁdns.

J:.) .-:zf‘sg IR : LR Y I v,““:',:h,“

STl poox;-laws of England tend to de-‘

- prefs the general condltlon of the poor :

in" thefe two ways. The1r firft obvious

: tendency ISt mcxeafe populatlon with- -
,out mcreaﬁnO' the food fm its fuppmt |

A poor man may marry W1th little ot
no plofpeé’c of being able to fuppoxt a
family in lndependenee. Ihey may 'be
faid’ therefore in fome ‘méafiiie to- eleate
the " poor which- they rn'untzun ; and as
the ! prowﬁons of the Country muﬁ in
COnfequence of the 1ncreafed populatlon,
be diftributed to every man ‘in’ ‘fmaller

\ploportlons, 1t is evident ‘that the labour

of thofe who are not fuppm ted by parifl

| afsdhnce, will purchafe a fmaller. quan«

_txtv of prov1ﬁons than: before, and con-"

G a2 ‘ fequently




3,,.4',_;. o AN ESSA" oN- I‘HE .

fequently, moxe of them muf’t be duven

, , B s
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‘ Seconclly, i\the, quantlty -of provifions

confumed in workhoufes upon a part of -

the, fociety, that cannot.in general;be
conﬁdered- as the 1noft valuable : part,
dnmmfhes the fhares that would .other-,
wife belong to. mo1e mduﬁrlous, and
- more worthy membels ; and thus in the
'fame manner: forces more to become de-
'pendent If the poor in the workhoufes
- were to hve ‘better than they . now doy
| thls new cht’mbutlon of the money

of the foc1ety would - tend FMore. Con=

fplcuouﬂy to depxefs the cond1t10n of
lthofe out: of the workhoufes, by occaﬁon- -

B ng a rlfe in. the pl‘lCC of provxﬁons.
. F ortun'ttely for Enﬂland a fpnlt of
mdependence fhll remains among, the

peafantry The poor-laws axe fhongly

-

4

cal-
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calculated to eradicate this "fpifi-t. . They

~have. fucceeded in’part;  butshad they

{ucceeded as completely as - nnght have
been expe&ed thcu permcmus tendency :
would not have been fo loncr concealed

¥ . .
. . Lo IO, N i. N
L . ' cUana iy - PR Cead ;‘)‘. ot

L Hard s it m'ty '1ppear in" md1v1dual

mﬁances, dependent povelty ought to

»be held - dlforaceful “Such>g- ﬁlmulus ‘

feems to ‘be'abfolutely neceﬁ"aly to pro-
mote the happmefq “of- the" gre'tt mafs of .

mankmcl 3 ancl \cvc-xy- general a-ttempt o

- weaken ' this fhmulus, however benevo-

lent 1ts apparent mtentlon, will - ‘1lwayc:

, defeat its »OVVll--»pul pofc. : ‘If “men ‘ate’ in

pl:owﬁon, \’Vl't’ll httlc or, no” clnnce of
maintaining.:their | fdmlhes i lndcpen-

dence,” they are not only unJude tempt~

‘éd to bring’ unhappmefs and dependenc

upon themfelves and’ children’;’ but they
are’ tempted without  knowing it,” to
injure all f;n'f-th.e,,iame clafs with _them'-v

‘ N G 3 - {felves,
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~fe1ves A hbourer who marnes W1thout

i "bemcr able to A{upport -2 family, may:.in
'fome 1efpe&s be confidered as an. enemy'.-\

0 all hIS fellow-laboulers. o

I feel no doubt whatever, that the
panﬂyla_ws of England have ‘contrlb_u_ted to

raife the;pri_ce,Of,eproviﬁoxls,-and,to, lower | :
the i‘ealprice-Of‘labOur ‘They have theres -
fore contributed to impos verith that clafs of .. .
'people whofe onlypoffefswn is their labour. .
It is alfo difficult to fuppofe that_they have
not powerfully contributed . to. . generate
L‘tha',t carelefoefs,‘ and . want of frugality -
gbfervablé amqhg,the poor, {o contrary
to the difpofition freq_u,e’n:"dy, to be ‘re-
| jmark'ed' among.. petty .tradefmen and -
 {mall farmers The labouring - pooar;: to. -
ufe a. vu]gar exprefsion,. feem always to -
live fr_om; hand to mouth, - Their prefent
wants emplo'y”t‘heir"wholel attention, and -
'{hey feldom think of the future.. Even -
when they have an oppoxtumty of favmg o
\ they (

. ‘try, and confequently to' happmefs
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" they - feldom exercdef 1t 5 but all’ that is .

beyond - their’ prefent® necefsities goes,

‘generally fpealung, ‘to “the- ‘ale-houfe.
The’ poor-laws -of : Enghnd m’ly therefore
. ‘be, faid to diminifh: both the - power ad

the will to fave, jamong - ‘the i common

people; ‘and thus to’ weaken one of the '-

- ‘ftrongeéft-incentives to fobriety . and’ mduf—

......
: i fovt X
STOEEIT BV SN LS u, S

S Vi -;,,'t,.'_,.
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Itisa g’eneral cc‘miplaiht ‘among mafter

manufacturers, that hlgh wages ruin all
. fthelr workmen ; but it is dlﬂicult to con-
‘ceive: that -thefe men: would i not, Vfaye a
part “of their: high ‘wages for ithe future .
o fubp&t of their families; inftead of fpend- |
ing it in drunkennéfs ‘and difsipation, if
thiey did - riot “rely on pdrﬁ‘ﬂi afsiftance for
- -flipport~in .cafe ofaccidents.  And ‘that.

the poor employed i manutd&uxes con-

. fider this afsiftance as a xeqfon why they .
may fpend all. the. w'lges they.earn, and

-G 4 : . enjoy
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enjoy : themfelves  while .they can, - -ap-’ |

~pears.to be evident from the number, of
families that,  upon the failure (of - any
-gr eat manufa&ory, nnmedlately fall ;upon
the panfh ; when | pelhaps the ;. wages
earned in thls 1nan11fa&01y, whlle At
ﬁ,Ounfhed, wgi;fe fufficiently; -above “the
price; of commpn'coﬁntl'y'iabour, to. havé
allowed them-ito: fave enouOh for- their

fupport till they could ﬁnd fome other .

channel fm their. mduﬁrv. P

CEUE e s Py : Lo
A A S -:‘: ?'“xi" FERCSUSTINRY 33 ERNE NI

A man, who nnght not be deterred

'.conﬁde,ratlo,n tha‘t,,o,n ,}(1:;5,‘ d_eath,_‘;or ﬁck— |

-nefs,” he thould: leave his wife and; family
“upon the parifh; might. yet heﬁtate n thus
dlfsqutmg his earnings, if he .Were_aﬁ'ured

‘that, in_ either of«thefe cafes, his family-.

-muft ftarve, or e’ left to the {fupport

of cafual bounty.:, In China,” where the

real as well as nominal price of labour. is

2 ! - yery -

in; thxs countxy,
Vdetermmgi

- cies.'of ‘uphappinefs. - ,
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very. low, fons are. yét'oblige‘d -by Iévﬁ;tb )

fupport:-their; aged;and - helplefs ‘parents.
-Whether {uch, a:law-would, be, adv1fedble

wvdl noft, pretend .to
1 But, 1t feems at: any, rate
hlghlynm,preper, by4 poﬁtwe Ainflitntions,
which render dependent povmty {o ge+

;neral to weaken that (hfonce, which for

the beft and moft. humdne reafons . ouwht

to. attaeh Aot T Tl e ol ey

The mafs of 'happinefs among the coms
mon people cannot ~but be dxmmdhcd
when, .one of .the. frongeft checks to. idles
nefs a_nd difsipation .is -thus . removed ;

‘andYwhen men are thus allured to marry

with little -.»-,Q.r{:".i.lo .profpeét -of -being ‘able

- to.maintain a-family in:independence.
~ Every- obftacle in' the. way.of marriage-

muft undoubtedly be confidered as-a ._fpe- |
But as from the
laws of ;Qi,lr ‘nature fome check to.popu-

1

Jation




turn for fome years. "

(.

80 TOAN BSSAY oN THEV ST

’ -

latxon muft ex1ﬁ
fhould ‘be’ “checked from anfmeﬁght of
‘the dlﬂicultles attendmrf asfqulv, and
the fear of dependcnt poverty» t‘lnn that

it s betten that" 1t

it fhould be encouraged, only -to'be re:

nefs.

L.
¢ -.)

preffed afterwalds by want and ﬁck--

- creative: power

rh v
i oLk

[ T T P R
. " £ e s hded oty

+ It thould. be :remembered’ always;:‘that

there is an effential clifTeren'cezbet‘WGeﬁ*

food,
the raw materxals of ‘which': a1e A gzcat
A ‘demanid for thefe: Taft+will
not ‘fail to create them- in | as* gleat a
quantxty ‘as - they  are “wanted.

m'md f01 food ‘has 'by no means’ the fime

and thofe \Vlought commod1t1€s,

plenty

“In a; country where ‘all
the fertile fpots': have been feized, high

The de‘ 3

oﬁ"crs are’ neceflaty - to- encourage ‘the .

falmer-to lay his. c:refsmg on land, from

which he cannot expeé’c a’. profitable re=

“And - before - the |
‘ ro-

-
\\\ \,v
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\ profpe&: of 'advantage 1 fufﬁcxently great
to encourdge: this fort-ofagriculturalent -

terprize, -and ~while the’ new “produce’ is _

tifing,: great:; diftrefles :maytbe:: fuﬁ‘ered
from : the want: of it} |
an‘increafed- quantity of ! fubﬁﬁence is,

“‘The' demand for

with « few exceptlons,

‘¢onftant | ‘every

where, ‘yet we fee'how flowly it is-ans

fwered iin' ‘all ~thofe’ countrxes ‘that have |

1

been long-occupied. 7iniviantt s il

TR PRSI aerTn

.~/ The ?poor-laWS"'of : E‘ngléﬁd Were}(ui}i’ )

>

]ent puxpofe, but - there! 1srgreat ‘t+eafon
to thinlk that they_ have not { u/c_ceeded_ in

their intention. - They certainly mitigate

fome -cafes of - very feyere. diftréfs which. (

- might otherwife. occur ; yet the. ftate: of

‘the poor. ‘who are fupported by paufhes,

_confidered in /all its . urcumftances,
very far from being free from mlfcry.
| But one of the prmcxpal obJe(‘hor,\s to
: them

\ ‘ [

doubtedly inftituted for the moft benevo=

—— e e
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them -i5;r Lthat fbr thls“afmﬁanoe whxch .
fome of- the: 'pooriteceive,in: atfelf. almoﬁ. ~
a doubtful blefsing; thé .whole olafs of

the\common:peaple’iof, England, is:fubs

Je&ed to asfetiof grating,: nconvenient;

ands tyrarinical “laws, »totally: inconfiftent
with-the genuine , fpmt of:the: conftitus

7 tion. The whole: buﬁnefs of fet‘t-lements, =

even ‘n': 1ts,‘plefent aniended:: ftate; ;i

uttelly contradictory to: all: ideas of iree~'
‘dom.  The parith perfecution .of men
- whofe:: famlhes‘»alc idikely’ -ito’; becdome
chargeable, rand! oproor ‘women whio'‘are
near-: lymg—m,lls admoft difgraceful and
difgufting ityranny,: And! thié) obftrucd

tions continually -occafioned iy the fiars

- Ket of labour by thefe Jaws, thave 2 con:

ftant" ‘t'\en'dénéy’ to iadd > totithe difficultics |

of thofe 'who vare: fcrugglmg to fupport
themfelves mthout afsxﬁance. el

. . . -
R T Pt .,w..,,t} freomr e o or

. ../)...3,; J...\th N Co e P AF R PR S a .
. - Y ! L
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v (IR Trep - poeg- doyv oy .k 1 f
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«:Thefe evils ait‘ehd'lﬁti’:‘ on' the poor-laws,
are in; fome degree itrémediable; JTf afsift
-ance be to be diftributed to.a certam clafs
of peopley -a power muft ibe | mven fome=
Wheze of dlfonmmatmg -the properf ob=
je&s, -and ; of - mamgmg ‘the concerns: “of

_ the, mﬁxtu‘itons. that! are ,neceﬂ’ary 5 but

anyg.greatwmterference with othe affairs
of other people, is. a fpecies . of: tyranny ;
and in the co*nmon couxfe of thmos, the
exercife . of this power m’ly be expe&ed
to - become gxatmcr to’ thofe who ‘are

: dnven to'afk 'for fupport The tyranny
of: Juf’nces Chmchwaldens, '1nd OV€l-

feers, is a 'cominoh complamt among “the |

“poor - but the f'mlt ‘doés not lie fo muck

in thefe" perfons, ‘who' probably bcfore
they Were' in- power, A were not WOlfc.
than; other people ; ~but'in the- nature

L .,.;
H ~ o

of all. fueh: 1nﬂxtutxons. R R

- .
' ."-.:;‘; L. .‘:;:-'
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e

U |
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The evil is perhaps gone too far to ‘be
remedred but I-feel little doubt in'my
‘that if the' poof- laws ‘had
never. ex1fted though there ‘might -have.

own mrnd

heen a few more 1nftances of . very fevere

‘dlﬁrefs, yet that ;the - aggregate mafs of.
'happrnefs among ‘the. common - people

would have been much greater than it
is at prefent '

-:of being framed ‘with benevolent inten-
~ tions, and the- olamom ra 1fed agalnﬁ it
was in many refpe&s ill - directed,, and
unreafonab]e. -

great and radical defe& of ,all. fyﬁems of' ~

_the kind, that, of tendmg to 1nereafe

populatlon wrthout 1ncreaﬁng the means_‘
for its fupport, and thus to deprefs the

condition of thofe that are not’ fupported

‘.': . - | by

Mr Prtt’s Poor-brll has the appearanee3

But it muft .be confeﬁ"éd-
that it poffeffes in - a-high - degree the .

RS
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‘by parﬂhes, 'md eonfequently, 'to ! create
more poor Yol e T '“"'-‘5'?"'0‘

g vhee sk bt loa gt
AN

’iuf’.

To remove the Wants of the lower

\tafk The truth Is, that the preﬁ“me of
an eul fo deeply feated that no human‘
mgenurty can reach it. \Vere I to pro-
a pofe 2. pallmtrve and palhatlves '1re 111

that the mture of the cqfe wrll admrt~

‘IbOhtIOD of all the prefent pﬂulh laws

‘Thrs Would '1t any rate grve hberty and

rrrrrr

..... ;:,“

be '1ble to fettle wrthout 1nter1nptlon,
7

'oreater plenty of work, and a hrgher puce

‘for labour 'Ihe market of labour would,
then be free, 'md thofe obﬁa,el('; 1omov~a
i .. o o : ) o Cd,

clafles of foelety, 1s mdeed -an arduous.

1t fhould be, 1n the ﬁ1[’c place, the totzri

) hey would‘ then

wherever there Was a profpeét of 2 '.
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ed; which. a5+ things are  now, often’ for

a Coﬁﬁderable time prevent- thepuce

‘from riﬁng according to the demand. .
Cowel gl Tor ol

[ ’f

f01 turmng up ﬁelh land and all pofmble_ :
encouraoeme’nts held out to agnculture
above manufa&ures, and to tlllaoe above’
grazmg Every endeavour fhould be ufed
" to weaken and deﬁroy all thofe mﬁ1tu~ |
txons reIatmg to cerpomtlons, app\rentlce—
fhxps2 &ec. Wthh caufe the labouls of -
agnculture to be worfe pzud than the
Iabours of trade and mantlfaéttlles." I‘or
a country can never produce its proper
qgantxty of food while thefe dlﬁméhons
remam in favour of | artlzans. Such en-k
: CQurafrements to’ qgrncultme would tend_‘
“to fufmﬂl the malket with' an 1ncreaﬁng
quantlty of healthy woxk, and at the

fame- time, by 'uwmentmg the producez

Of the country, ‘would xaxfe the compara- -
SR o | - tive

 tive .price’ of laboui, ‘and - aimeliorate tlieiﬁl
condition “of "the: Iabourer. - ‘Being now ;
in. better: cucumﬁances, ‘and feelng no.
plofpe& of parifh afsxﬁance,‘ he . would ',
be ‘more ablc, as well as’ m01 .inclined,:

to entel into - affociations. f01 prowdmcr

againft the” ﬁcknefs of ‘himfelf “or “fas.

,;. A N ., . 1
. mdy S : C ey
5 ‘ . ’

Lwﬁly, /f01 cafés” of“e}xtxeme d1ﬁ1efs,
eounty workhoufds mwht be eﬁabhﬂled
fuppmted by ratés upon the Whlé kmg« -
dofn, ‘and free for! pelfons of all cbunue's"
and “ifidéed. o(' “all nitions The faxe
{hould be hard, and- thofe that werd able »
obhged to work, It would be! deﬁre'lble,
that:’ ‘they 1hou1d ot be” conﬁdered as

~comfortable afylums m aH d1fﬁcu1t1esH
- but merely as ‘places whele fevere diftiefs
A pait of -
_thefe houfes 1mght be feparated Lo
others bmlt for a: moﬁ; beneﬁcml purw

might find - fome ﬂllewatlon. :

pofe,

PRINCIPLE:OF POPULATION. - 975
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- I

pofe, which: has’ not .been unflequenﬂy

" taken notice of,.that of prcmdmg a: place,

" .where any perfon, -whether native.. ‘of

- foreigner, might do a days work “at all -

tlmes,”and receive the market price ‘for-

" Many -cafes would undoubtcdly be -

}eft for the exer‘uon of . mdmdual bene~ .

volence. . o

A plan of thls kind,. the p}ehmx-
nary of which,. fhould be an abolmon of

all the; prefent panfh hws, {eems to, be. .
the beft calculated to mcreafe the mafs- '

of happinefs among the common people

of England. - .To. prevent the recurrence;.

nf mxfexy, J1s, ; alas ! . beyond.. the :power,

i :
of man. L1 In the vam endeavour to attain:

what in, the nature of thmgs 18 1mpof31ble, :
we, now, facrifice. not ,only, pofsible, but ;
cerfain, bepefits, | Weritell the common ::
people;7 | that- 1f théy wiﬂ {ubmit’ toz iy
code of atyxanmcal rcgulatlons,, they thall ..

- - IS nevcr |

] -
PRINCIPLE OF: POPULA'[]?ION : 09t

nevér be: m want. mThey do fubm,lt tot
thefe regulatlons.é. /They . perforsiy.; their,
| part: of . the: contra& »’butiywe | ‘do noty,
nay cannot, pelform ours :: and thus the{ ,
“poor facrifice the valuable blefsmv of

- liberty, and: receive: nothmgi that cafi.be!
~called an equwalent 1 return- ERUIIOE

[0S SV o B
: .

/

| Notmthf’mndmg then,»-tﬂe mfhtutlon |
of - the: poor-laws in: England;: Inthmkfmzf

- will bé “allowed, . that “confidering «the'

ﬁate of-“the lower’ claffes altogethe bothit
if “tlié towns andeiin the countl y, the-,
dlﬁreﬂ'es Whlch'they fuffeb frofi the Want

Fof ploper and fufﬁment food;: from: haui«

- labour and unw‘lolefome hab1tatlons, mufi:

operate as .a 'conf’cant check to mmplent
populatlon.

To thefe two great checks to popula-

~tion, in all long occup1ed countnes,
Whlch I have called the preventivg and -

,H 2 , | ’ th.e“ "k
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tae pofitive checks, ‘may be added vici-: |
‘ous < cuftoms- with refpe& 16, women,

great c1tles, unwholefome :m'muf'l&uxes,

“lume, pe{’ulence, and wqr., e

r

AH thefe checks may be fanly refolved»'.

i

anto m1fely and- v1ce. “

- And that thefe are the true ,‘canfes;i)f

the flow increafe. of populatiyon:_in- all the
ftates of higidern :Europe, will appear fuf-
~ ficiently evident, from the comparatively -
:rapld mcreafe that has invariably taken.
;place, whenever thefe caufes_have been .

in any conﬁderable degree 1emoved

-
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N'ew calome; —-—Reafom of tlm: rapzd zm‘rﬂy} --Nbrtb
. American Colonies. -—-Exh aor dmary inftance of mcre:y}
“3n the back /Eftlemmz‘s ——-Raptdzty with 'wbu/J even ol(l

0 ftates recover the ravages of wary peftilence; famme, or
t/Je convu f ons af nature, - - :

PP A ~

"IT has been un1ve1fally remarked that
v"ill new colonies fettled i healthy couti-
“tries, Where there - was plenty of.room
-and ‘food, have: con{’cmtly ‘increafed with
'-af’[onlﬂung 1ap1d1ty in their populatlon.
~+Some of the Colomes from ancient Gleece

more - than
;equalled their ‘parent flates ‘in- numbers

o *vely long period,

~and ﬁrength. “And not to dwell ‘on re-
“mote 1nﬁances, ‘the Iluropean fettle-
“jments in the ‘new world bear ample
teftimony "to the truth” of: a : remark;
| "‘which, _mdeed, ‘has never, tlnt I Lnow .
"of, been doubted " A plenty of rxch land,

H‘i_; Cto
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“to be had for little or nothrng, 15 fo

~ powerful a caufe of population, as to

[ overcome all other obﬁacles. No fettle-

ments could ‘well h'we been worfe ma-
-*naged than thofe of Spam 1n MSXICO,\
Peru, and Qulto. | The tyxanny, fuperﬂ:l-?
tron, and Vices, of ‘the mother-country,‘

* were introduced m ample quantltles
-among | her chlldren. Exorbitant taxes were

exa@ced by} the Crown. - The moﬁ ar-.

.......

ftrade. L\And the govemms were not be-
hind thand 1ap'1C1ty and extortlon for
‘Athemfelves as Wcll as then maﬁer. . Yet

,;made a qulck progrefs in p0pulat1on.,'

.conquett, .is. 1eplefented by Ulloa;, “as
«COntammg ﬁfty ‘thoufand - 1n111brtan'gs
near fifty years ago. -Quito, which had

-been but .a hamlet of Indians, is.re-

~ prefented by the fame author as in- his

“

B

‘The. city . of  Lima,’ founded fince - the

D

P
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fime equally populous.; Menc‘o is faid
, o ¢ontain a hundred thoui'and ~inhas

,  - .bltants, -which, notwrthﬁandmg the_ex-

‘ﬁggeratibns “of . the Spani{h writers, . is- -
Suppofed: to be- ﬁve “times greater jthan
what it contamed 1in the time; of Mon=

g .tCZuma. S ‘ : o '"" ';.:,'f_.: 4:' i . o

r'x.'.

In the Poxtuguefe colony of Braﬁi
'.governed with almoft equal tyranny, there
j»were fuppofed to be, thirty years fince,

| ‘ﬁx hunched_ ;thoufand g 1nhab1tants :lot

)

Luropean extraction, - 7 . o

The Dutch and French colomes, though |
under the government of excluﬁve com-
panies of merch'mts, thh - Dr.
Addm Smrth fays very Juﬁly, 1 '”Athe

.....

S e]
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Vf)"""Bui: théEﬁgliﬂl' North' American 'céé- -

| lomes, now, the powerful People of the

“United States: of Amerlca, made by far

‘the moft- rapnd progrefs. To the plenty of

good ‘land- which they. pofféffed:,in com-

mon’ with the Spanifh and Portuguefe
fettlements, they added a ‘greater de-
gree of liberty and equality. Though

.. - not. .without fome ‘reﬁrié‘tiéh\s. on their
foreign ‘commerce, - they were allowed a
»perféét“’ liberty of managing their own:

| ’dnternal affairs.  The poh‘ucal

‘tutions that plevalled ‘were . favoura- .

ble to the_ahenatlon and dmﬁon of

prof)erty; |

tivated by the propuetor within a lj--
| gmted tune, were declaled grantable to

any other perfon
was'no, nght of pumogemtule, and in
the Provmces of New Enghnd the eldeﬁ:
'had ‘only a double thare,

no tythes in any of the Sta‘ceu, and
L | {carcely

oy

‘infti-

Lands that- Were not . cul-]‘

In- Penfylvama there

Thex e were |

vfcarcely any ta\ces

o ‘{"‘tory;c'

And on account

of the e\tleme cheapnefs of ‘good land,

. -a C‘lplt’ll "could. not be - more advan-
tageoully.- employed than “in- 'lgrlcuI- |
- ture, which at'the fame time that ;t
+ {upplies the greateft quantity of "héélthy
work, ‘affords. much the moft’ valuable'
~ploduce to the foolety B

srey

: ‘.The confequence of thefe favourable
circumfﬁinées “united, was a ;.rap_idity; of
- -in¢reafe, probably without parallel in vhif- Lo
.Throughout all the northern colo~ _

nies, the. population was found to dou-

ble ltfelf in 25 years. ‘The ouglnal num-

ber of perfons who had fettled in. the »
ifour provinces of new Enghnd in- 1643 |
f.,was‘z‘l 200;‘r Afterw_ards, it is fuppofed,

R I take thef'e f’a&s from Dr. Price’s two volumes
“of Obfervatlons, not’ havmg Dr. Styless pamphlet',
* from which he quotes, by mf:‘ ST

. ":
N
‘

rnmcfpm‘op’rorvLiA"‘rmN, : :'lds'

" that
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that-more left them, than went to them,
‘In the year 1760, they were 1ncreafed to

They had: therefoxe all
along. doubled their owil- number: in ; "o

half .a million.

fyears. In new Jerfey: 'the . penod of -

'doubhnw appeared to.be 22 years; and

.in “Rhodé Jfland ~ﬁlll~»rle~fs.' ~In the back

fettlemento, where ‘the _inhabitants ap-

plied themfelves {olely "to agriculture,

-and luxury was not known, they were

';found to : double their- own’ number in
-15 years, a_moft: e}ttraordmaly inftance
-of increafe#, Along the fea coaﬁ which

would

o
\,

T o® In mﬁances of this kmd, the powers of the;

' earth appear to be fully equal to anfwer all the de- C ol

mands for food that can be made upon lt by man. But
we fhould be Ied into- an error; if we were-thence
to fuppofe that populatxon and food ever really increafe
in the fame ratio, “The one is ftill a geometrical and
the other an aruhmet:cal ratxo, that is, ‘one increafes
by muItxphcatxon, and the other by addxt;on Where
the*e are few people, and a great quantity of fertile

land,

¥

A
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N would naturally be firft 1nhab1ted thc o
. .period-of doubling was about 35 yen—s- a
- -and in dome of ;the- mautlme towns, the o

| populatlon was abfolutely ata ﬁand

| Thefe fa&s feem to lhew ll’l’lt popula-
‘tion 1nc1eafes exactly in the . pxoportlon,' |
| that the two great checks to it, m1fery

\.land the power of the earth to afford a yearl& -ullereal'e?
| "of food may be compared toa great refervoxr of Water, \
a fupphed by a moderate fiream. ‘The fafter populatxon'

: ‘xncreafes, the more help will be got to draw off the

_water,  and confequently an’increafing quantity will

‘be taken every year. But the {ooner, undoubtedly,
'Wlll the refervoir be exhaufted, and the ftreams only
remain. When acre has been added to acre, till all e !
the fertile land i is occupled the yearly increafe of food
wdl depend " upon “the amelloratxon of the land al-
ready . in "poffeffion; and even this moderate fiream

Vlll be gradually dxmlmlhmg But population, could

1t be fupplled with. food would go on with unex-

hauf’ced v1gour, and. the mcreafe of one perlod Would
'furm{h the power of a greater mcreafe the next, and
this without any lxmxt '

.
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'and mcc, zuc removed,a and that there

is mot a truer criterion of the happinefs

-aird innocence of a people,: than the ra--

pidity of ‘their ‘increafe.: : The . .unwhole-

fomenefs ‘of towns, to which fome per-

-fons are neceflarily driven, from the na-

N ture of ‘their-trades, muft be confidered

as Q. fpecms of mifery ;- ané every - the
flighteft chcck to nnmage, from a prof-

| PC& Of thc dlﬂ~ cuIty of' mamtammg a

,.')31 R

fmmly, ma,y be fanly cIaﬁcd under the :

fame -head, In fhort,; 1t As dxfﬁcult to
‘ conCeix;e any check to popuiatzon, ~~Vf’hICh
‘c'locs not conie undcr the dcfcnptlon of
fome fpemes of mlfcxy orzwce* L

. T S Sl e Sy e
- The population of the thirteen Ameri-

can States before the war, ‘was reckoned at

‘about three millions. I\obody Imagmes,

“that Gle'lt But'un is lefs popquus at pre~ .

",Afcnt for the emmmtlon of tl e fm’dl p‘l-

rent ﬁOCIx that ploduced thefe numbcrs.

Teo . :
F P N . . g
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PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION.  108:

On thé contrary, a certain’ degree of emi-

' oration,f is: known to befavourable to the:

populatlon of the ‘mother country '''''

~has been partwulfuly remarlxed that- theg

two Sp'un{h provinces from  which- the:

gzeateft nuimber: of people. emw;ated to—
America, ‘becamein confequence more ;-

populous. - WVhatever was . the . ongmal

" number : of - Blltlﬂl Emlgzants that in-’

creafed - {o- Vfaﬁ in the North Amq; icai,

Colonies; let, us afk, why does not an

equal number produce-an-equal increafe,

in'the {fame time, in Great Britain? . The-

great ;and -obvious caufe to- be-afsigned,”
is, ‘the *want:-of room - and -food, or, in-
other words, mifery ;- and that this:is’

a much more- powerful caufe even:than-

vice, -appears fufficiently evident .from -

the rdpidi‘tyf'with which even old States

recover the defolations:.of war, peftilence,;

or. the acmdents +of | mature, They are.
then-for, 4 ﬂlort time placed a little in,
i - - :  the

o
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"the ﬁtuatlon-of new. ﬁates, and the ef).
fect is' always: arifwerable to what., might
- be expe&ed If -the mduﬁ:ry of: the in-- |
~ habitants be not deﬁloyed by fear or ty-"
ranny, fubﬁﬁ'ence will - foon increafe be= -
yond the wants of: the reduced numbers : 3
and “the invariable confequence will be,:
that . popul%tlon which before, perhaps,
was nearly - ﬁatlonaly, will becrm imme- -

‘dxately to mcreafe o

. O

The fertile provirice of Flanders, which-
‘Has been’ {o often the feat.of the mioft:
déftructive: wars, after a refplte ‘of a feWg

\yeals, ‘has’ '1ppe'ued 1lways as . fruitful -

and* as populou$ as’ ever. = Even the Pa-.

}mtxmte lifted’ up its head again after the-
‘execrable 1awoés of Lewis the Four-'
teenlth.. ‘The effe&s of the dx_ead_fu‘l plague: -

in'London .in- 1666, \;i'f?:re not'peléep-r

‘tible ‘15 or 20 years " afterwalds The-
ltraces of the moﬁ: deftruétive fammes in;
Y d | . Chlna ‘

B i OSSO U

’

CPRINCIPLE OF POPULATION., 1314

- China and: Indoftan,:: ar%f;b)??all accounts:

very {oon-: obliterated.:) It may " even be

~doubted whether - Turkey zih’d"Eg‘ypf 21’1'& :

‘ -upon an average much’ lefs populous, for !

the’ plaaues that penodlcally lay them

‘wafte. If the number of people which

they contain be lefs now than formerly,

itis, probably, rather to be attributed to
the tyran’nj‘,r and opprefsiOn of the govern-

- ment . under which they . groan, and the

-confequent d1fcoumgements to acrrlcul-

ture, than to the lofs which .they fuf-

A

tain by the plague. The moft tremen-

dous convulfions of. nature, fuch as vol-

- canic eruptions and earthquakes, if they

do not happen fo frequently as to drive -
aWay the inhabitants, or to deﬁfoy their
fpirit of induftry, have but-a. trifling
effeét on the average population of any

ftate.. \Tapics, and the country under

Vefuvius, are fiill very populous, not-

| Wlthﬁaqdm g therepeated eruptions of that

moun- -
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\mountam, And Llﬂ)on and lea are now, )
probably, nearly in the fame flate with’ re-

e e i o e 4 g

R e, A, LA gt b A ok e i Stk o

gard to poPuIatlon, as they were before .
the Iaﬁ: earthquakes, , '

. CI‘IAP‘ ‘-:

R 2NN
. PRINGIPLE OF $OBVLATION,

CHAP VII

S JI probable cazzjé of epzdemzc:.——-—Extraﬁ: Srom My, Su‘ﬁ-»

. mzlgb’: tables.-——Perzodzcal retdrns of fi cély feq{?zm to

‘burials Jor. fhirt periods -in any country an inades
quate eritérion of the real average mcrea_/é of populas

" one of the clauﬁs in Mr Pztt s Poor Bz/l ~=Only one

“ propér wdy of -encourdging popnlaiioh. “xClaufes of the

| . happinefs of nations.— Famirie, the laft and moft dyeads -
ful mode by which nature repr‘qﬂés a redundait popula-
tion. -—-T/Je three pi opz/ tzons conf idéred as éﬁdblljl)b’da

BY great attention to cleanhnefs, the
plague feems at length to be completely
eXpelled from London. -But it is not im-.

probable, that ‘among the fecondary

“caufes that produce even -fickly fcafons |
'dnd ep1dem1cs, ought to be ranked; = o

crowded populmon and . unwholefome

and mfufﬁcxent food I have been led
I o . ' tO‘

b expeé'fed i1 cértain cafes. --Proportzm of bi#ths to..

- tion—DBeff iriterion gf a permancit mcreajé of popu-. |
lation—Grétt frugality of living orié of the cau_/é: of
z‘/.re fammes of C'bma and I;zdo/z'an e Evil teridency of o
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