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} ADVERTISEMENT.
‘ - o 7 HE Author of this Differtation on the Num.-
5 : S bers of Mankind, 4s defired by the Puiio-
;. AT st S RSP SOPHICAL SOCIETY 4¢ EDINBURGH, 70 acquaing
_" | : x the Public, that it was compofed fé’W’: al Years. ago,
! ; and was read before them.  —

’ T S A S FOR bis own part, as be bas the Honogf} to be
o e a Mermber of this Soc1eTy, he bad mo Thoughts of
o ; publifbing it, till it fhould have bad o Place among
- i! their Works.  However, as they bad not determined
- . !g when they were to publifh their T; ranfaltions, be was
. | § advifed to embrace an Opportunity of publifbing bis
‘ o ¥ Diflertation at o Time, when be might hope for the
o Attention of the Learned, which bad been already di-
b RS | | refted towards the Subjest, by the Publication of
' o i Mr. Huwmr’s Political Difeonrfe, Of the Populouf-
; nefs of antient Nations. Hp bas therefore publifbed
§ 2t in its original Form ;5 only fome inconfiderable Ad-
I ditions have been made to it,- fince it was prefented tq

! the PHI_I}'QSQPHICAL Socizry. o
THE Differtation is followed by an Appendix
: CEL L on the fame Subjest, which was not read before the
f S e L ‘ Puivosornicar Socrety.  The Author thought
‘ whoana Hooa T | be Jhould not haue done Fuftice to bis /frgummf, if be
e | bad




W ADVERTISE-MENT.
Dad omitted to fibjoin thofe Obfervations, with which

| be was furnifbed by a Review of the Subjett, and ];_?
a careful Perufﬂl of Myr. HuME’s Ponncal Dif-
courfe »
HE thinks bzmﬁelf oélzged to own, fw/mt indee
every one, who is i the leaft acquainted with bim,
‘Wllﬁ' /oave zmmedzm‘ely percezved That the Obﬁzrfu;z-
tions on Law, inferted in the Appendlx, are the
ka 0f zmoz‘ber Hand. :

THE ﬁrﬁ Edu‘zon of M. HUME s szcourﬁa is
guoted in the Appendlx However, this can be. 720
Inconvenience to- fuch as bave - thé’ ﬁzcozzd f n;e t}e
Pﬂges of baz.‘lo Edztwm almojf every w/yere comcz 2 =
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DISSERTATION

O N T H E
NU‘MBERS of MANKI’N‘D;V

4 S there is nothing it the form’ and con

A dition of this Earth; or in any “of ‘theé
‘appearances of Nature, 10 excite’ in us
 the idea of thelr neceﬁ'ary exiftence; or
make us ‘believe that this om globe was from eter-

nity ¢ it i$ not onIy aoreeable to' the facxed Re-
. cords, but alfo’ confirmed by other antrent monu-

ments, as well as the moﬁ: authentic hx[’cory and

tradition, that mankind had a beommno on this

earth*,“ and were not raifed up at ﬁrﬂ: in all its re-
' A gloné

* Practerea; ofi nilla ﬁm' genitalis origo

Terrai et coeli, femperque aeterna Suere : .

Cur Supra bellum ‘T/Jelzmmm et funcra Trq/ae,

Non alias alii quoque res cecinere Poetae 2

.ng tot jaé?a viriun toties cecidere ? m’( ufguaﬂ‘ B

Aeternis famae mionumentis infita florent 2

Verum (ut opinor) habet nivitaters umma, rece/g@lle '
‘Nalwa eft mundi, neque pridem exordia cepiti’
Lu¢rer. lib.. 5

‘Thus even the irreligious Poet, contemplatmg che 1_ppeaz*4

ances on the earth,
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gions at once; but that, fpringing originally from
a few, and increafing by propagation, they gra-
dually removed from their original feats, as force, or
neceﬂlty, or choice, or accidents determined them;
and in<a courfe of years or ages, . fpread them-
felves far and wide, till at length the more fertile
{oils, and more témperdte climates, and even the
- more barren and lefs m1ld were replem{hed w1th

1nhabrtanfs. R C oy :

“WHETHER . We ihould receive any rnﬂ:ruéhon, it
would, furely, be curious.and entertaining, had
wea drﬁrn& and compléat view of the-various -mi-
grakt}ons of mankrnd -and, could form an accurate
{cheme. of the times in Wthh they happened the
leaders of. thefe early colomes. the different, regions
towards Wthh they..c drre&ed their courfe, -with o-
ther cxrcum{tances concerning the firft peoplmg of
the World But no. fuch entertainment. can be ex-
pe&ed F or, as in fa@t ‘hiftory affords: only imper-
fect. hmts 3 fo, accordlng to the natural order of
thrnors, and without infpiration, it could not pof-
fibly be otherwife. Before the affairs of mankind
could have been fo firmly fettled, " as to give them
leifure or inclination to write hiftory,” the’ memory
of the moft antient facts muft have been ina great
meafure forgotten and deftroyed *.

. In
* Had.this been duly. conﬁdered many authors, more re-

markable for their various reading, *and fanciful application of
names,. than {olidity of judgment, had grven themfelves and

the world much lefs urineceflary trouble, in trating up nations

to their original,

P
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In what length of time all the habrtable parts
of the earth rnrght; have! been peopled as fully as =
they' ever were at any} perrod tis’ 1mpoﬂible 'to |
 determine with precxﬁon.~ However, this may be .
calculated accordmcr to any fuppoﬁnons which :
fhall:be laid: down ; and as we. comprehend all cir- .
- cumftances- more fully, and our fuppoﬁtron}s aref
more _]u{’c We ihall approach nearer tb thetruth. !

In attempting fuch a calculat16n from a fingle -
pan, Jet-us fuppofe, that all’ marry whoattain- to.
maturity, and that every marriage produces fix 1
- children, three males, and as many females ;' two- |
- of whom, wiz. one male and one female die i in the' ’
" more early. feafons of life, or, before marriage: ac-
_cording to which, four will remain to marry, and j
replen1ﬂ1 the world : That; in 33z years from the
time when this original pair began to propagate,,
they fhall have produced their fix children; and
- that within the fecond period of 331 years, each of
the fucceeding couples fhall have produced fix chil-,
dren; and this to take place continually.. On
thefe fuppoﬁtrons, at the beginning, of the fcheme,
the orxgrnal pair are only in life ; at the end of the
firft period:of 333 years, there are fix perfons liv-
ing, -viz. the original pair, and four others ;- at the
end-of 662 years, there will be 12; againft 100
years there will be 24 living ; "and the number of
perfons in the fucceeding periods of the fcheme,
-according to thefe fuppoﬁtrons, will be found as' -
in the following table. -

A 2 Periods

e negm,



A DissERTATION on she =

6 |200 |192 | 64 128 | 32 |g6+128—32| 192

THis table is div 1aed into 8 columns, which
are each explained at the top; and 4 in the
~gth column. fignifies the addition, and — the
{ubtraction of the followinge g number, as i in Algebm.

‘To take an example,

A the firf} year, or the begmmng of the fcheme,
none but the original f pair are’in life, as they have
;}Ot as yct beorvn to propaorat,,,

At

3?

T 2000 2r S mad o2
— - o o |2 =l o g W) 10
2 | 58515 glg&ls ] BE® o @
& 2 8mliexle alf ] 2op |EE
o 1o | |ES|E d8l, B =B E g8 5
ST 23l=8l3 8|&q S5 5 5
& | o 188l 5|5l B> |85
a2 | 5| 2|gdlE sy ek |§E
fon Q D | e Q‘ra a < oo
& | 3 Pl Bl Elp 2l Ye & 8 &
319 sl &% & ¢ |
Col. 1.{Col. 2.{Col. 3.{Col. 4{Col. 5.|Col. 6./ © Col.7.  [Col.8
of 1| o)l o) of of2 2
113338 6 2) 4| o244 6
2| 663 12| 4| 8| 2 [648—2 12
gltoo | 24| 8|16 | 4 (12416—4 | 24
41333 48 | 16 | 32 24+32—8 | 48
5 {1665 96 | 32 | 64 | 16 (48464—16] . 96

. NuMBERs of MANKIND. '3

- At the end of 333 vears, from the time the ori-

ginal pair beoran to propagate, fix have been born,
of whom two are dead, and four are left alive to
pxopafrate s and as the original pair are fuppofed
to be ftill hvmg, there are in whole ﬁx perfons on
the earth.

At the end of 66% years, 12 have heen born

fince the end of the laft period, of whom four are

dead, and eight left alive to ‘propagate ; and the
original pair ‘being by this time fuppofed to be
dead, it being 66 years fince they began to Pro-
pagate, or about 100 fince we muft fuppofe they
imight havebeen born, (for we fuppofe they began to
propagate in full vigour); there aie only 12 in hfe,
viz. 6 who were alive at the end of the firft. pe-
riod deduding the original pair: and 8 younger,
who are alive at the end of the fecond period.

~ Acain, at the end of 100 years, or the
third period, 24 have been born fince the end of
the fecond or laft period, of whom 8 are dead,
and 16 left alive ; and the generation, which fuc-
ceeded the original pair, being by this time dead,
there are 24 in life, viz. the 12 who were alive at
the end of the fecond or laft period, dedu&mg 4
who died fince the end cf this fecond period : and
16 younger, born fincg that time. |

Anp thus we fhall find. mankind to double
themfelves in each period of 331 years, as will be
evident from the compofition of the table.
- For, take any numberin the third column,
and call it 45 then the number on the right hand is

a

-9
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. IN, onc thu‘d part of 24 15 ~, Wthh is the

"féouble of ;; Hence to find out the fourth co-

lumn,"”you ‘double the numbers from 2.
{ii .
;AGAIN, two thuds of. 2418 ;’ which “is- the

double» of =1 fo-to -find -the fifth column, yau
‘..'double\the numbets from 4.
o AGAIN, ‘the-. ﬁxth column is the fame with the

fourth becrmmng one row lower, or ratlier the fame
thh the fifth,. beginning two rows:lower,
.~AND-as 1o, the. feverith " column, -it .confifts of 3
numbers, of “which: the number : to. the left hand
(after;the fecond row) is evidently equal to all in
the .row: immediately above ;. ~and -theé .other twa
numbers in: the -third .row, viz. 8—2 is equal to
the firft numbet-on the left hand, or 6+ fo the third
is double of the fecond row, Thus | 16—4 :in the
fourth. row: is: ‘double of .8—2 in’ the .third row,
and 372-8in the fifth'raw-is double -of 16-——4- in
the fourth ; and this will: always be the:cafe, as will
be evident from confidering the fifth-and- fixth' co-
lumns, of which this part of the feventh column is
compofed. - - o -
* Twis table may be: contmued to any number of
years or. periods 5 but it is fufficient to continue the
ﬁrﬁ _the fecond, and:the 8th columns, as follows:

;next to that on the r1ght hand is 225
S 3 '.’,1,
by 3, the produé't is2a, |

NumzERs.of MANKING:

the. fcheme, the: fcheme. |-

TPeriods Tof . Years f [T he fam of all who aré alive at]
.the refpective years or periods:

. 633

oa .:f‘ 7 -i;; '.':;233
8 “266°

9 300"
Xooos100 ;333
R VR © S I 1B
A2, 400

. I3 . 433
14| 4606

160 | 533

17 | 566 .

18 600 .

L 38y
S

£

o 6144
) ‘,‘12 288

24,576

o obsos
o 196 608 ;:)::’i:l: gy e
393-)216 SRR s &

786,432

1,572, 864 -.

1536 °
3072 .

N
ORI Y]

20 666 3,149,728 E r

22 |7 y33 12,_582,912'*'1 R

23 766 255165,824 .
.24 800" | - 50,331,648 . i

25 833 - 100,663,296 ... . ...

26 866 201,326,592, ..

27 900" | 402,653,184 - "

2.8 933 805,306,368 -
29 966 1610,612,736 . '
. 30 1000 | 3221,225,472 . .. .
31 | 1033 | 0442,4505944 .

32 - | 1066 | 12884,901,888

33 | 1100 | 25769,803,776 1

34 | 1133 | 51539,607,552

35 . 1166 . | 103079,215,104

36 1200 206150,430,208

37 1233 412316 860,416

“THUS

;
',
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I
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8. d*‘DI'SSERTATION ‘om- t/;e

Trws we_may, fee to’ what a prodrgxous muléi=,
tude mankmd muft have:increafed in’1200 years's:

- fhegn o

and that; according tothis rate, theéy muft have' ‘V

’overﬁocked the- earth long before the’ deluge.

Such a confequence, therefore, quite mconﬁ{tent
Wlth fat, . :as well as the experrence of the -world

. concermng ‘the proportxon between bxrths and~
- marriages, ’ muﬁ convince us, that mankmd can-

‘not be fuppofed to propacrate at fo hlgh a rate.

of human life to:be 100 years, ‘there could never
‘be a dozen'of perfons alive at any one tlme. Every‘
couple, therefore, produces more. rhan one, but: ,‘_

i
diftreffed crrcum{lances of mankmd, tbat evelry generatlon "
" does not more than double themfelves ; ' for this would be the

. ?Tis certain, however, every marrlage muft produce

more than one couple- elfe,’ reckoning the pemod

1,L,,- \1\“"

fewer than two - couples, at a medium ; and..it is
eafy to mlhtute a ealculatlon accordmg to any af- .

fumed hypotheﬁs ? GuT. g

- From tables ‘of - tlns kmd framed accordmg to
any ftated rule, we may fee the number of perfons, .
who may be fuppofed to defcend from a ﬁngle pair;
‘and how they mcreafe in pr0portlon to their diftance
“from the root. ", The table, according to ftrik truth;
“does not fhew the number of perfons who are’ ‘alive
at the refpective perxods, but mor'e properly the
number of . perfons, fprung ﬁom the orrgmal pair,
: e RIS, Whof

, f

Lo ,.,.r'v-, .Aa

_#* Itisnot ow’mg to the want of prohﬁc v1rtue, but to the

“cafe,”if 'every “man were ‘married at-the age of puberty, “and

could fuﬂicremly provide for a family,

-

"NUMBERs ofMANKrND. g

- who' are at the fame dr[’cance from the root, ‘accor-

in the 24th;"above fifty millions’ of people : %'and

" in the fame manner the caleulatron may be extend-‘

~edto any generation whatever, ' 38
AnD tho’ all of the fame generatxon, ‘or at ‘the

fons ‘at the ‘fame diftance from the orrgmal ftock,

other by many years, nay even by ages); ‘yét as

-< ‘Jrregularrtles of -this kind T may be generally. fuppo-
fed .to correct:.and:compenfate ‘one another, the .

table will fhew, nearly, the number of perfons who

are in the world at the refpe&ive periods of time *, -
TS 1mpoﬁ'1ble to determine the number of iin-

habltants on -our ‘globe:in the prefent, or in- any
preceedmg age. - But we may fix, perhaps, certam

fubJe& And if we make’ Mr. T emplemmzs -ob-
fervatlons, in his furfuqy of the. globe, the founda-

Je&ures about the number of mankmd at prefent

¢ ’\

* Tho mankmd do not a&ually propagate accordmg

caufes whlch confine their number within fuch narrow limits,

dmg to the feveral generatxons. . Thus, inthe 1gth
. generation, “there are above ¢ oné million aiid @ half 5

fame diftance “from’ the root " may ot -be alive-
at the fame time,’ (for we may conceive,' ‘that per- |

may not be contémporary,-but dd’cant from one an- -

limits, to dire@. us a little in fuch an ‘uncertain -

“tion of our calculations, we may form various ‘con-

the rule in our tables, or any. other con[’cant rule ; - yet tables. of .
. this nature are not entlrely ufelefs, but may ferve to fhew, how
~much the ‘increafe’ of mankind is prevented by -the various
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-T'Hus, Jf; we: fuppofe .the: whole: habrtable earth
to be-as well . peopled -in proportlon as England, it
contains more than 4960 millions of people. .

. Or fuppoﬁng it peopled in'the fame; proporuon
as Scotland it contains more than 1655 mrlhons. o

Or if in proportion. as Spam, it contains more
than ‘1055 millions. , -, T

- Axp as Holland is thought to be near feven tlmes
as- populous as England in proportion to its extent,
1f the whole: ‘habitable earth be peopled in the fame
proportion as Holland, it contains about 34720 mll-,
hons of 1nhab1tants v

A, it- s peopled as. illas the Emprefs of Rﬂf =
f o's donnmons, it contams abolit 475 millions. |-

‘From wheénce we may: conclude, .that as'it muﬂ:

_be muich. better peopled than Ruffin, and much worfe
than Holland it muft contain many. filore than 47 By

and many. fewer than:'34420'1 ‘millions, co0 LT
. Anp,-upen the Whole, it cannot be fuppofed ta

| be fo well peopled as England; | perhaps fcarce fo

well as Spainy and does not - really contam more
than 1000 millions. "= v .

... ’THUS," accorchng to ) the preceedrng table, there
nught havé been many more inhabitants,” than aré
on ‘the earth at prefent long before the deluge,
For, in the 966th year of the world, we find more
than't 610 milliops :_and as, “from the deluge to the
reign of A’lexande; t]ae G/eat there palTed about 2000,
and to the reign of Cyrz/s the founder of the Perfian

i “‘empire,

A

IO YO TN

N¢MBERS.of ‘MANKIN 1'5; 11

‘efnipire, : about 1800 years ; ‘according to "the-for-

fnerly..fuppofed  rate ‘of lpropaoatlon,l oreven’a

‘much lower} the earth might have been!better peo=
pled, than itlis.at prefent, befOre either of thofe‘

i

"ipellOdS. ALELE I USEDEE A "‘-"r’-fl’flﬁ{! i i

~Tuis holds efpec1ally Wltll refpe& to:the times

fince the deluge § as it appéars from facred hrl’tory,‘
that there were at leaft three couples for-multiply-
“ing,’ the three fons of Noab and their Wivés;'inﬁead
" of one §.'which ‘s the’ ‘fuppofition in thé: tables.
~On “which:: account, ' the 1nhab1tants of theeaith
anuft have increafed ‘much quCkCI’ ‘thanin'¢ the
tables’; - and the earth might have ‘beer: Well peo~
'pled in tlmes ‘which we: account very ‘antient *.

g IND]:ED, whatever law of propagatron we fuppofe,
‘which is - not altogether lmpx obable, we’ lhall find,
‘that, " calculating’ faccordlng ‘to thls laW§ mankrnd
‘muft have been' much more’ numerous ‘at’a ‘certain
period already paft; than they have éver been’; and
after that period; as well as before it; they miift con=
.tinually increafe.
'Conclude, that the ‘earth is aétually peopled in' this

But.we oucrht not from hence to

‘anner - that mankmd are always 1ncreaﬁng, ‘and

“are niol’t.numerous in’ the ‘ages moft diftant from
- the beginning 3~ or that' they mu ltiply reoularly,
| fxccordmg to any l’tated law. on the contrary,’ it

o 'T”:.’":.;.,.. 1S
# If we confider the longavity of the Patriarchs, ; both bes
fore and after the dcluge, mentxoned in facred Scnpture, the

~ argument for the more fpeedy increafe of the world wﬂl

appear ftronger,

(1 hapk
o -

I
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i
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is ! certain, that - thcy multrp]ynrregularly, and. -
may have. beén_ more numerous- in: fome, preceed-

ing, - -than‘fomé fubfequent :ages y dnd. that, . thro’
various caufes, there has never been fuch a’ 'number
of inhabitants on the earth at any one point..of

time, as;might have been eaﬁly raifed by the pro- 3

lific virtue-of mankind. ;i .. e
.+ TrE caufes of ; this, paucrty of ; mhabltants, and
,u‘regularlty of increafe; - are ‘manifold.-;

tirely on the. courfe ;of nature, and :areindepen-
dent,on mankmd y Others 'of  them are mora]
and depend on the aﬁ"eéhons, paﬁions and 1nﬂ:1tu-

are. more. conftant;’ 388 the temperature of -the air,
the extreme heat ‘or, cold of fome chmates, the
barrennefs of fome. regions of | sthe earth, and the
' of. fome foils to generation. .- Other, caufes of this.
kmd are more variable ;. fuch as; the 1nclemency of
‘partxcular feafons, plaoues, famines;- earthquakes,

unfavourablenefs of. the; climate or natural produ&

-and inundations of the fea; which fiveep off great -

numbers of men, - as well as ‘other -animals, and
prevent the qulcker replenifhing of .the earth.
THA'I‘ thefe natural caufes : have had-a ba.neful

| }mﬂuence, cannot be doubted ; JyeE it is probable,

tutxons 3

that this might be prevented in fome degree, per-

haps ‘even in a great meafure, by the ikill and in-
du{’cry of men,ﬁand by wholefome laws and infti-
gt leaﬁ that all thefe natural "caufes

al;en

i: Some ; of
them may be called. phyfical, as they. depend en-

Among -the. phyfical, caufes, fome .

A Y T T S A R

it has been in modern trmes, or is at, prefent

NuMmBERs‘of MANKIND: - iy

taken " together, 'EX’éepring"pérliép's': the- incurable

barreniefs - o unwholefomenefs - of “fome § parti-
ticular regions; -have: not fobad ‘an effelt: ‘as 'the

‘moral caufes, which. arife: from the paffions 'and
“vices of ‘meny~ and havé.a: more- conﬁant ‘and

powerful influence on the world. - rc e

:.To this laft article we may refer fo many de{’tru- ,

: .&we wars which men have waged againft lone ran=

other; - great ipoverty, corrupt mﬁltunons,“exther

. of :a civil:or religious kind,intemperance;’ ‘debau-
chery, irregular amours,idlenefs; luxury, ‘and

‘whatever’ elther prevents: mamaore, ‘weakens' the

generating s faculties  of -»men, " of ~renders -them
‘negligent -or - incapable. of ; educatmg their- ‘chil=
© drenynand v cultivating the -earth - to ':advantage.
| *Tis chiefly to fuch ’deftructive:caufes we + muft
| In’deed * ‘hafd |

afcrrbe the fmall number of -men. -

' and the defe&s of government ‘and educatwn, the

‘earth- muift :have been. much better-peopled,’ per-

’haps might have ‘been overﬁocked ~many.: ages
ago :~and as thefe  caufes: operate . more- or: lefs

{’trongly, .the "earth will be better or Worfe peoPIed
at different times.  Hence likewife; - as. has-been
already remarked, we may fuppofe that the earth

L

‘is there any neceffity to fuppofe, - that the” number

Nor-

of men upon the earth muﬁ have contrnually in-

» rreafed
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4‘€'i?fe»'ya"fcd;;é and thaty:in the prefent age;i their nuitic
ber:is greater than7at any .prf‘c_:ééed_ing:period.';);_ Rt
2i1:.UPONa more] exact inquiry; r perhaps, - we thall
find ireafon to:lconclide; that .the reverfe i nthe
truth::izAnd as.the illuftration of this fubje is‘of

very great importance;..and ‘isclofely! conne@ed

with:the deepeft: policy.and moft intimate conftitu-

- tion-of -humanociety *; an accurate’examination
muft berufeful ‘and: interefting § - and :tho’ we: may
not give perfect fatisfaction, yet any tolerable pro

fpect can fearce be unacceptable; - i

:liTo fay. truth,; ’tis :but a ;v,e:ry;;i:mp::r.ﬁ:.étt pljofpé&
ave.dare promifeon, this: occafion: ‘wThe fubject it;
flf>isi fo'involved in obfcutity, - the « accounts; of
antient -authors .are. fo :iﬁco;ppleét';i the imatter. has
&ither not been handled. at all; of: handled: fo fupet:

- ficially;-thit much cannot - be: expetted rin- a:firfk
€flay’; nnay,: after the-moft aceuiate fearch; it.will
perhaps:be. found impoffible:to determine. precifely.

- at:what ‘rate mankind-have:eitlier-increafed of, de-
creafed;:in particularages or. countries 3ifor from
‘what a,lpartictﬂar; caufes: fuch Vé;'iﬁtiOtls ‘have hap-
pened. + Exact regifters! of fuchethings, have ne-

ver ‘been kept, and'indeed could: never have been

el
i

BT B BT VI ,;:‘»::*'::._-a:PI‘?.ﬁ?W@‘-.Cl
** The qucftion” concerning the number of anlkind in an.
“tient and modern tim'gé's,"iin_der antient or modern gb}i’e,mménté,
is jx_gg to: be ,'cbxiﬁd‘créd ‘as; ;a: matter of . pure; curiofity, -but of
the greatelt importance ; fince it muft be a-firong prefamption

in favour of the cuftoms or policy of any government, if, czs

Cteris pg’n’bu.c, it is able to raife up and maintain a greater nums
ber of people. . : o

prefer?cd;;in;ifu.ch an unfettled; ftate;of; humar afz.
fairs: - However, fome light may,: fure}y; be »:‘f.’cn_u:l-.'/s«i
Bua;;.’Which;%il_lailluﬁ_ratc;thi.sfubj.c:&t, ks el
_;Bur. eré we proceed fo inquireimore particulatly,;
st.will:be ;i),répq'r: to lay-down:{ome —g’_ehe.r;al: fnax1‘t1?s:
eaken from nature:and:conftant obfervation;' which:.

ay b ‘to-guide us i’ ‘particylar com-;
.may be ufeful to-guide us ifi a more particy’a ;

. U IIRIIN T Sy
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Pail.&j: rude and barbarous pcbplé,zlivin-gib}l *hgnt::
ing;:!::ﬁﬂ;in~_g;?;_or -;pé{’curag’e',: ;OL on the fpontaneouz .
pf’oﬁdxi& of the earth, Withoutggrl?ﬂlF‘ffés'~C9@§1§¥$: :
fa.n'd':agt‘sg can never be-{o niimerous: as 2 peo.pl_(? 1;n;1a~
Ei’t’:{m g the fame tracks of 1and,‘ who dre Wcll I{'lkl e | i
agriculture’and ?éivilized:?'b}f.thrx?mercc‘3zih 4 ‘;Ce u N
cultivated can never maintain-{o many inhal itants,:
‘.asv-'lcultivdtcdi_ larids. - In every country,’ -there fhall

- alWaYS be fouhd.'a gteater: numbf‘-l‘ . of;mhabxtants,

teris paribus, in proportion to the plenty;of pro-.
yifiong'it -affords, as: plenty will: always encourage
‘fhe..géneraligyi of the pﬁQP;!?' _g’qma,r _W?' s 1;;;11 dj il
~Hiwck it ig evident, . that. the World LONE Qgt
be beftipeopled:in rude and :ignotant. 2ges, L ¢
 men-lived chiefly on-the fpontancous :f“-“".sz‘?l-f* ©e
carth, and-were neither, m{’cm&ed ‘1n ;-.egnﬁuh.tgff’;z;
d:a country grofsly: ignorant-of
be-affzred, | it muft have been

not:polifhéd
whatever age wefin
agficulture,; we may |
but thinly. inhabited.~ .l i LY s
.4 From which W.'c.may';Juﬁly,cong_lp_dg,;;}lll;g‘tﬁ n 1:- |
ithftanding - the - . fwarms which the

j ing -the -numerous ; fwarms which . the
g e nosther

e e T e s
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northern nattons fent :forth into fouthern” cllmes,*:
attdifferent ‘times,  thofe  northern regions ‘might
have, and if barbarous"and without" agmculture,r

muft have, been ill peopled for it is eafy to over-

ftock an uncultivated country : nay,- fuch‘a coun-!
try, in the common courfe of things, " if it does not:
“meet with fome .extraordinary calamities, muft ne+:
ceffarily be obliged, at certain times, to difburden’ |

Atfelf of ‘the mouths it cannot fuftain;.

2.7 As the " earth" could not be well peopled m-’f
, rude and barbarous ages, : ne1ther are all countries;
climates and fo:ls, equally favourablé to propaga—l
- tion. - T here muft therefore be a great difference in’
refpeét of 1nhab1tants, notwuh{tandmg the bel’t cul*
| ture, difcipline and conftitutions, .- !

» For'¢old and barren ‘heaths, rocky. mountainous

~tradts;! marfhes Wthh cannot be drained, mhofpl-

tablé fands, and" ‘many’ other forts : of - unfrmtful

foxls, cannot produce equal quantmes of food, and,”
by confequence, ceteris paribus,” cannot be fo well

ftored with people, as fofter and more feitile climes.
We may alfo fuppafe,: that, in certam countrxes,

the air, or- ‘the moft common food' may- be. more
~or 1efs favourable to- ‘generation ;- or.'that there is:
. not an’équal proportion between the births of males

and’ females ;. and that the males abound too much."

- Circuinftances ‘of this fort may lay a foundatlon fon

great variety in the numbers of mankind.
"3, BESIDES' the nature-of the climate or. foxl the

: 'pumber of people ‘10 EVEry.country depends greatlyt

on

A

- e

W e
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b
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oni-its pohtxcal maxims and 1nﬁ1tut10ns concernmg .

the d1v1ﬁon of- lands. ST
" For if there is very nearly an equal dtvxﬁon of

.the lands, and into fuch fmall lhares, that they can

| clothe the labourers ina frugal and ﬁmple fanner s ;

tho’, in fuch a fituation, there is little room for
commerce “with ftrangers, *and none but’ the moft
fimple and neceflary arts can be in ufes yet’ 'if
the country be naturally fertlle, 1t muft of neceﬁlty

~ be well ftored with people. o

Hzence we may conclude, that When any antlent,

‘nation divided its lands into {mall lhares, and When

even eminent citizens had but a few acres to main-
tain thexr famlhes, tho’ fuch a nation’had but little
commerce, and had learned only a few ﬁmple and
more neceffary’ arts, it muﬁ: have abounded gx‘eatly

in people. This was in'a partxcular manner the

cafe in Rome for feveral aO'es, as we lhall fee after-

wards. ,
But if the’ lands be d1v1ded into very unequal

fhares, and, in’ “general, may produce much more

thanwill decently fupport fuch as-cultivate them, the

'countly may, notwuhf’tandmg, be Well peopled, if
arts be encouraged and the furplus abové what will
fupport the labourers of the ground be allotted for
fuch as cultivate the arts and fc1enees. S
F URTHER, Whele the lands are very urequally
divided; and are capable of mamt'unmcr many more
than thofe who cultivate thers, that country muft

C . ‘bf";
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be thinly- peooled,’unlefs elegance is ftudied, and

. proper encouragement gwen to the arts which con-,

duce to it. A
In every country Where nothmg is known but
agriculture and pa{’turage, and a few more ﬁmp}e

arts,, fuch as thofe of bulldmg and cloathing in a
frugal tafte, without ornament ; of neceffity there

mmuit be few 1nhab1tants, unlefs the lands are near-,
ly equally d1v1ded and into fmall portions. . Andin
a fertile foﬂ, the fhares of Iand muft be extremely
{mall, if they are not able to fupport many more
than are neceflary for cultlvatmo them.. Hence i in
every - ﬁlch foil, where a great extent of property.
is allowed, there is room for eleoance fumptuouf—,
nefs, and the encouraorement of arts ;-and in what-
ever country 1nduftry prevalls, about what fubjeét

~{oever it is employed, provided the produce of it

gives a price cither at home or abroad, fuch a

country - may abound m people, and flourith by

arts and commerce : it may even flourith tho’ agti-
culture is not encouraged to the full, and feveral
tracts of land are_much neglected. Nay fuch is

the force of induftry ; and commerce, that by means

of them many | more. 1nhab1tants may be mamtam-
edina country, than the produce of the lands can

| poﬁibly fupport, as the1r food may be brought

from a diftance. .~
. At the fame time, 1f the Iands of any country be
negle&ed the Wor]d in general muft fuffer for ir,
and the earth mu{t contam a fma]ler number of in-
' hab1tants,

.....

be fupported by thefe uncultxvated lands.A R

4. As the number of people in every ration ' de-
pends moft 1mrned1ately on the number and fruit-
fulnefs of marriages, and the encouragement that is
given to marry; ‘where-ever the orreate{’t care is ta-
ken in this refpe& the number of the people, ¢e-
teris paribus, fhall be- greate{‘t ‘and a bad policy
in this article muft give a conﬁderable check to
propagatlon. B

Hence, in a debauched natlon, addi&ed to fen-
fuahty and irregular amours, and where luxury

g, L Fin
VA P 2’

and a high tai‘te > of delicate living _prevails, the .Lﬁ gl

number of’ the people muft be proportlonally fmall
as their debauehery will hinder many from marry-
ing, and their luxury and dehcacy will render them

lefs able to maintain families.

For the fame reafon, a nation thall be more po-
pulous in proportion as good morals and a fimpli-
city of tafte and manners prevall or as the people

_ are more frugal and virtuous, - -
5.~As manklnd can only be fupported by the.

fruits of the earth and animal food, and it s only

by agriculture, fithing and hunting, that food can
be provided, to render the earth as populous as’

pofiible, thefe arts muft be duly chenihed efpecial-
Iy agriculture and fithing.

"Hencs, the more perfons employ themfelves in
agriculture and ﬁihm and the arts which are ne-

ceffary for managing them to greateft advantage, -

the
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the’ world: in general will be more-populous ; and
as fewer hands are vemploy,ed in this manner, there
will -be-- fewer -people. - -*Tis -of - no .confequence
+in this algument, how the people are employed o-
therwxfe, ‘nay tho’ they are employed in arts which
mayincreafe the riches and numbers of ‘particular

pations, if they are not. employed in fuch as are :

;1eceﬁ'ary for prov1d1ncr food. - . R
~ Amonc arts of this Iatter kind, we mclude not

only fuch as are 1mmed_1ately, but ﬁ,le likewife as

are abfolutely neceffary for: this purpofe, tho’ per-
haps .more immediately {ubfervient. to other ends;
{uch as;. the arts of preparing-all neceiTary tools of

the beft fort, and even cloaths and houfes, and what-

ever tends to preferve health and ftrength for-la.

bour.. -But we exclude all thofe ‘arts which tend

wholly to omaméht and’ '_delioa,cy,:'\ and -tho’ . per-
haps it -is-impoffible’ (nor. s it neceffary in the.pre-

~ fent -argnment) to-diftipguith- precifely,- which art
is for ornament, and which for ufe; yet we can eafily -

| dii‘cinc;uifh ¢n gros.  And-in proportion as the arts
for ornament or thofe for ufe do moft prevail, there

Ihall be; in general fewer or more - mhabltants in
the world. '

Forif 10 ooo, or any other determmate number,

‘be employed merely in works of ornament,. and

their labour does not ferve for multiplying food
there muft be a certain number, by whofe labour, in
plowdmg food, thefe 10,000 muft be fupported,

' :\..TQW if thefe 10,000, inftead of labouring for or-

nament
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nament alone, were eniployed directly in provxdmg
food, : they might not only provide for themfelves,

B but likewife for a-certain -number “of otherSo by

which  greater numbers might be fupported on the

~ whole. - In -order therefore- to have the greate{‘c |

poiﬁble number of inhabitants in:the world, " all
mankind fhould be employed direétly in-providing

-food ;- and this muft always be the cafe till the- whole

earth. ihall be cultivated to the full.  But whene-
ver the earth fhall happen to be as rlchly cultiva-.
ted as is poﬁible, then-will there be room for thofe

.....

_arts that tend only to ornament, fince- fuch as are

employed in the more neceffary labour of provi-
ding food, muft be able to purchafe it for a much
greater’ number than themfelves. ~ S

In-all-this, we do not: -pretend - to dlftmgux{h

| mcely fuchiarts as are ufeful from fuch as are mere-

ly: ornamental 3 much lefs do we affert that man-
kind -ought -never:to employ ‘themfelves “in. arts
which tend only to ornament, - till the whole earth
thall be cultivated.i in the higheft degree’ poffi-

~ble. We only obferve what mu{’c be the natural

‘and neceﬁ"ary confequences of various forts of -la-
bour, and by what means the earth may be- beft
ftocked with people; to wit, ‘when the neceffary
‘arts are moft ftudied. This muft hold when the
whole earth is confidered in cumulo. It will alfo
hold, as to any particular country, in all cafes but
one; I mean, when a {maller number by traffick

and commerce, can import -a- greater quantity of
food,

. e a PONDYVSI
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fédd,“x' e'.vth_an»'"céilld'fbé iaifed by the fame numbér ‘

purfuing agricultire'at home.” For in this cafe,
tho’ the -world in’general muft Jofe in" numbers
of .people, yet "a particular nation - might gain.
Thus :the world in general, and every particular
nation, - (except in the cafe juft now ftated) muft
have fewer or more inhabitants, ‘in proportion as

luxury and a delicate tafte, or as fimplicity of man-

ners prevails, -and as the arts neceffary for provi-
ding food are lefs or more induftrioufly cultivated:
Hewce it follows likewife, contrary perhaps to

what many mgiy apprehend, that trade ‘and com-

merce, inftead of increafing, may often tend to dimi-_
nifh the number of mankind; and while they enrich
a particular nation and -entice great numbers of
people into one place, may be not a little detrimen-

tal upon the-whole, ‘as they promote luxury and
- prevent many ufeful'hands from being employed-in

agriculture. The ‘exchange of ‘commodities and
carrying them from-one country to another by fég'
or land, does not multiply food ; and if fuch as are
employed in this exchange, were employed in agri-
culture at home, a greater quantity of food would
be provided, and a greater number of 15¢6pl¢ mlght
be maintained. ‘ L
- T fame principle will teach us, that huge and
overgrown cities, which are nurferies of corruiption
and debauchery, and prejudicial in many other re-
fpets, are in a particular manner deftructive to the
populoufnefs of the world, " as they cherifh luxury,
N o | entice

R
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“entice great numbers of all fanks_ to refort to them,
"and drain the reft of a country of ufeful labouring

hands, who otherwife would ‘be employed in agri-
culture and the moft neceflary arts. ' |

S

.. 'Nor do the operofe manufattures of linen and
~ woollen, toys and utenfils of wood or metals or

earth, in which {fo many ha;nd_s are employed in a
comimercial nati.Qf}, contribute fo much to the in-
creafe of the people as many are apt to gppre_hevn’d :
and it is not always true, that in proportion as ma-
ﬁufa&tlres are numerous and ﬂoufi{hing,' a country
muft of courfe be more populous than in times of
greater fimplicity, Comil =
i In general, living muft be cheaper, where fewer
eafily purchafed. Where-ever living is cheapeft, and
a family can be moft eafily fupported, there will be
more friequgn; marriages and greater numbers of
Pé.ople.; ‘Where fcarce any thing is needed but fim-
ple food, a fimple garment, and a little plain furni-
tle'e’, living will be cheapeft. - This agrees beft -to

things are wanted, and what is needed may be moft

a ftate, ‘where few mechanic arts are in ufe,!dnd

men are chiefly addicted to agriculture.© = -
 Bur operofe manufactures of - linen and woollen

for. cloaths and furniture of houles, a variety of u-.

tenfils of wood ‘and metals, and all the refinements
of an opulent ,zind trading nation, ‘tend to multi-

ply mens wants, make the moft neceffary and fub-
ftantial things dearer, and in general increafe the
expences of living,

- , . Foop

A
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" Foop and cloaths, houfes and a little furmturc
are neceflary for all. And if a nation be laborious
and induftrious, thefe neceffaries of life will be in
fuch -abundance, - that almoft-every one will have
them at an eafy rate; and while the people pre-
ferve their fimple tafte, and continue to be indu-
ftrious, they will multiply prodigioufly. But when
this ﬁmphc:1ty of tafte is loft, which muft always
happen in proportion as operofe manufactures in-

creafe : tho’ they continue to be 1ndui’cr10us, yet
more of the people will apply themf{elves to lefs ne<
ceflary ‘manufactures, and - fewer to provide what
 is more {ubftantial ; and as the proportion of thofe

who apply.to eleoant manufactures increafes and A
3

fewer hands are employed in prowdmg food, ne-
ceffaries, will become more fcarce ; “toys -abound,;
and become more neceffary for the bulk of the peo-
ple. . This will ftill keep them dear, tho’ ‘they are
in plenty.  Hence living even in the moft fi imple
manner will become more expenfive. ~ Confe-
quently mankind -be lefs able to fuppmt famlhes,
and lefs encouraged to marry.

AND tho’ the value of labour will become higher
as manufattures increafe, it will not compenfate
the greater expences of living. - For this is only

~one article, and will not enable the labourer to fur-

nith himfelf with fuch a variety, as growing manu-

faltures render both neceflary-and dlﬂicult to be
puxchafed

It
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IT muf’r be: confeﬁ‘ed,mhat numerous’ imantfas
é‘tures make a nation miore elegant and magnifi-

cent. ' They.introduce a variety of fine cloaths atid
furniture 5 -but at the fame tire they divert the at-

tention of..mankind " from “providing food :itand
while  they create “a.tafte for delicacies, “and: make
them neceffary, in fome degree, for . the! b:}'llk{f”o"f .
the ~people, -they increafe”:thé -nuniber : of 7 artifts;

- and diminifh'that of hufbandmen, -2 w sunc

- In one refpect; therefore; a variety of manura~
&ures diver ts the attention of mankind ftoft iore
neceﬁ“ary labour, and .prevents-the’ 1nPreafe“of the
people. SR IR bt AN oot Lemoss

&<

~+Trrs will becdme more ‘evident; 1f it {hall‘ap:

‘ peal,.,that :in:a ftate where- manufa&ures-abound,»

every inhabitant has four or five acres’of gfbilnd'fo
maintain-him ;> and, inranother: where: the” taﬂ:e
is more - fimple,: there' is :not ‘one - acré for | every
member- of :.the'fociety. i s o mngene”
HOWEVIR, if in any ftate, whether the ‘terr itory
is {mall- or:great, 1there *be : more people’ than'the
whole . lands .:can - maintain, :even Wlth the” befk
culture, .the - fociety ‘muft: depend “on' nianifa-
Ctures; and: by manufadures alone they can’ ﬁou-»
rlﬂl. _ T P e SO IS PN

- But-if they have fo tmuch* uncultzvated land;

that, notwithftanding - flourifhing - manufa&ures, ’

they have ftill a much ;greater. number of “acres

than people ; had they.a, more fi mple tai’ce, ‘and

T B LT rapplied
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~

applied:more vigoroufly; to acrzculture, “their peo~
plc would increafe more {peedily. : sino o

| THIs argument.will be equally {’crong, whether we
fuppofe thefe. manufaé‘tures ‘confumed ‘at home,or
exported. abroad _provided what is returned in ex-

change, for the exported commodities: is not fub-

ftantial food {uch,as corn or cattle, but only other

manufactures shich fupport elegance and- macrmﬁ~
cence, or contribute to: dehcacy of living. =~ = &
."Nor-has the.greater or-lefs plenty of money any
mﬁuence in this cafe.  For men cannot:live on'mo-
ney but on food :1and.if;.from the policy;: and the
general cuftoms of a country, the people want a
variety-of things-they.cannot eafily. purchafe ; efpe-
cially, if, by . a; greater; attention to: manufactures
than, acrrlculture, common : food becomes | fcarce
and dear ;.. whatever. plenty. of money.may be fup-
pofed infuch a.fituation, there’ muft be great dif-
couragements to marry, as it wﬂl be 1mpofﬁble to
{fupport families eafily. Coer A
‘For;money and. the ufe of it mufL always be e-
{hmated by, and bear a proportion. to the ftock or
quantity of:;goods, that .are ‘in. 2. natxon, and the
number of perfons’who ate'to ufe them. '
- WHar chleﬂy encourages marriages, and ena-
bles men to fupport families eafily, is the eafy pur-

chafe of, food and what is neceffary. for the bulk of .

the. people. = -If: thefethings' can be eaﬁly pur-
chafed,™ it _.1s_‘»of-. little confequence, in- this’ argu-
ment, whether money be in plenty or not. But if,

L
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by ‘mieans ‘of; operofe manufaétures; fuch a:vatiety
of things becomes’ neceﬁ'ary, aso.the: bulk:rof:the
people cannot ;purchafe’{without, difficulty, :whate-
ver is the quantity of money, multxtudes will: be
difcouraged from marrying. 5ot Lo bedubot
vaA 1 the fame time, weimay: fuppofe 3 great deal

of - elegance and magnificence iy a-ftate;: thd’ plain -
" food ‘and the ' neceffaries. of “life-may. be eafily: pur-

chafed. it This will be the cafe.if :the magnificence
appears only.in'what belongs to, the publick ;ias in

temples; theatres, or-public €dificés of any kind,or-

in the {plendor.ofithe. magiftrates-or:officers-ofithe

ftate : or,:if> it defcends to:{omme rich men’'in a-pri»

vate ftation, it muft 'confift principally invwhat..is
durable, and ig:not daily-confumed; for this fort of
magificence will'not employ-!many >hands, .and:3
fufficient number will ‘remain for.providing food: '

'« Supposk the rgreat ‘Body.; of ' manufacturfers:in
fome trading nations thathave'a large territory,:to
lay ‘afidé their manufatures, and employ:themfelves

- in agriculture; :pafturage; and-fithing; they would

provide a vaft quantity .of “food;>'they would make

all the neceflaries of :life chéapiand eafy fosbe pur-

chafed ;- and' it would foon ‘become vifible -how
great a difference there is between agriculture ‘and

manufatures in rendering a nation populous.: '

' IN. oppoﬁtion to this, it may be faid, that when
a’-nation is pofiefled of a large territory, which' ié
either {o:unequally divided, ‘or divided into fuck
large fhaxes, that the whole people, or a great part

D2 cf
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ofithem; have a:much greater quantity of landthan
willimaintain ¢hem ea,_ﬁiyf;:fuch -aypeople: muft be
lazy and-indoleiit;:and:will have nothing to quick-
en their-induftty, .unlefs arts and:manufactures are
introduced and cherithed ;i that if they have a fim-
plé. tafte; -and know alittle’ of elegance; i as they

-~ nuift *hdve: great plenty. of plain: food, :and all the
neceffaries - of {;life;‘:.i;tlim'e_-:,is'»‘:n,o.thing: that 1will
‘be::aPfpur. to - theitiambition ‘and- thus' they may.

continué,i for: ages,oin’ idlenefs,,anditheir; nu mber
increafe very little/ )i But if-once 2 variety of arts
and:manufattures-are introduced among them; if
cheir; tafte. be refined, " theit- want§ increafed, “and
they.shave: many -alluring objects. of art .to excite
theii-defifes ;~ this-awakensambition; kindles emu=
lation, . dvickens..induftiy, ‘and engages men to la-

bgursithat they .may procure the tempting objécts:

they-defire. ;. *Tis thus a fociety becomes -elegant,
magnificent -and: populous ;' and : now : they - will
make-greateriadvances inia fhort:time,! than for-
merly they were capable of: making jn-iany ages;
while thieirs ﬁmplicityxéf “tafte’ remained. . ¢ :
- Ir muft be confeffed, this has a fpecious appeat-
ance, -and’ is partly founded ‘on .trith : - yet, up-
on-a.more accurate, examination, we fhall find the

former, arguments.for a fimplicity of tafte remain,

firm .and - unfhaken: o0 oo

o Iva preceeding-obfcrvation *  we acknowledged,
¢¢ That where 'the  lands :are very unequally-divi=

. ¥ Pages 17.18,

.~ 2

“ ded,
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¢ ded, and are capable of maintaining many more

¢.than “thofe ~who cultivate them, that .country-

s«_muft be thinly peopled, -unlefs elegance : be ftu-

! 1:nd . ar L " e ot '
! died, and proper encouragement given to the arts:

< which conduce -to-it.” = This muft:always be |

the cafe, where this unequal divifion of the lands con-:
tinues; or where the {hares of individuals continue
to be very large, -tho’ equally divided. - But the-
queftion .is, Whether, admitting fuch.a divifion-

of lands: once to have taken place, the inclination
men generally have_to marry. and raife families, -

would not caufe them to increafe : and fuppofing
thegl to have only a fimple tafte, and to know little
but agriculture, and a few neceffary asts," and- that.

this tafte continues; they would not, by means of

agriculture, increafe more fpeedily, and, in fa&
. . ] . D

become more numerous, than if they diverted gra-

dually from agriculture ;. and, ‘inftead of impro--

“ving- their lands, and living in a fimple manner,
. : 2

egﬁployedithémfelves fo much in feeking elegance,
and.'i profecuting ‘manufactures, that, by degrees, -
plain and fimple food became {carce, and fo many.
things were “wanted, that living became ex-
penfive, and it-was not eafy for the bulk of the
people to fupport themfelves ? - Now, it feems. e-

+vident, that this' muft be determined in favour of.

agriculture, rather than manufaures ; and that the:

p.eo’l.)le would grow more numerous in the one fi-.
tuation, than the other, ...

I
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5.SUpPPOSE; that, i;at ; the fame pomt of /time, - two
nat\ons were equal in all refpe&s, and-had the fame
ﬁznple,ta{’ce for agriculture,: ‘and thé néceffary arts
that: the one preferved the fame fimplicity, and the
otlier became: refined, and,: by;degrees; ; loft their
antient"tafte :| T appreheiid the nation which prefer—
ved its: fimpli¢ity : longeft, . would- increafe. -mofk
quickly, and.ithat the: acceflion-ofi foreigners;
which we-may {uppofe .inthe one cafe, thore than
the other,;:would-not be-able to 'compenfate ‘the
ruin occafioned by:. luxury2 except m Very extraor-.
dinary circamftances. < ol disan o ,
c/Torput this in a clearer light,: let us: attend to
thelnatural order of" things, - and the ; plogreﬁion
that ought to be coucewed from ﬁmphcxty to lu~
xury. and l'eﬁnement cinsavini ol e
- THE tafte of mmkmd, in the-moft: early tlmes,
moft cértainly. was* fihple, -and without: refinement,
We may.even fuppofe the adtual exiftence of 3 time;

when -men-lived " on the fpontaneous: fruits - of the

earth, - and .the milk-and- fleth of - -animals ; -when
acrlcultme fcarce was known, ‘or was extremely im-
perfe& /This tafte however’ could not continue al-

ways’; the world would become. refined by decrrees,i :

agncultule would  come more. 1nto efteem, rand. be
improved. ;. But it would not :be’ improved alone : :
other arts.would advance likewife. .. There is 2 con-;
nexion among them;: whence they cannor be entirely
feparated, but muft appear together;- if any of them:
aoproaches to perfection. Hence, as agriculture
advanced,

o e n b -
e

L e AR L T
b T e e D

I

NOMEBERS of MANKIND: - 31

advanced;, -other.-arts would!advance likewife ;
the moft neceffary-would :be firft-improved, and
afterwards > the ‘1efs* neceflary, . thofe, “#0. ‘wiz, that
tended more ito refinement :than tufe,
for ﬁmpl1c1ty beinig original,~ would long prevail

after ‘it was*loft -in fome - thmgs, it would contit
fiue in others i and the world: would be’ old before
the higheft refinement, ‘and moft enormous luxury
could take place In fadt; it will be’ found that what
would appear ruftic and inelegant to many thought
mighty pohte at prefent, and Would be called great
fimplicity, - remained long among™the: antxent -na-
tions : yet objeCts were never wanting to’excite
mdui’cry, to provoke emulation-and :ambition,” and
diftinguith the rich from the’ poor. ‘This is certainly
the natuxal order-and progreﬁion of : thmgs.
impoffible to conceive, that vatious arts and manu-
faltures would not be’ daily invented and 1mproved
along ‘with agriculture. ~ But! ‘we mutft alfo admit,
that the hlorheft refinement ‘and- greateft - luxury
would- come’laft into fafhion. - In fhort, I cannot
help apprehending, that while’ the antient’ fim!
plicity remained, -‘and men commued to’ employ
themfelves in agrlcultuxe and the fubferwent arts,
and did not divert to arts'more elegant than necef-
feuy, natlons would become more populous, and
as luxury prevailed,’ they would increafe more
flowly, and their number '1t lencrth vsould begm
0 dummlh S

THESE

' The tafte

Tis
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AP R
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. /THESE genéral: obfervations; may fhew how

~ differently mankind may increafe jin-diffefent ages
4nd countries,- and by applying: ‘them to-the hifto-
ry.of putlcular nations; we fhall be better enabled
‘toform an opinion concerning the greater or {mal+
ler - number of people at different periods. _Some-
.thlncr may likewife .be done, by atyal. c'vlrulauon
from antient Hiftorians; to make. fome approaches
towards'a determination of the real number of the
" -inhabitants of fome -more noted countrles. ++ Bug
calculatxons of this fort may be thought more.un-
certain, and conclufions of -the firft kind more ﬁlm
and j‘()hd B T LN I g

S WHAT has pafled in antlent tlmes, or even paﬁ'ea -

at prefent in the moft northern nations of Europe,
in the northern and eaﬁern regions of Afia, and the
middle of Africa, is very little known, -~ But ‘as to
the reft of thefe -continents, particularly thofe
countries which lie near the Mediterranean fea, and
were the chief feat of antient hlfloxy, we are able
to form a more certain judgment : and perhaps.it
will appear, that in:moft of- thofe countries whofe
antient and prefent ﬁate is beft known, there have
been fewel 1nhab1tants in later ages, are. fewer at
prefent than were in more antient times, and
that thefe countnes were better peoplcd be101e the
Romﬂn empire was eftablifhed, than they have ever
been at any fucceedmg period. .

To fet this in the cleareft lmht, and render fuch
a fpeculatlon more ufeful, it may be proper,

Fir

i
‘3

i

juted. -
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Firft; to. take notxce of fomé paﬁ'aoes in antient

hiftorians, .which may. help us to form " conjeétures-
cohcerning the -number. of . people« in fome of .the
moft noted : countries in.antient times;; and then.
{to compare: them with ‘the numbers in Englaid :.
whence it.mays. perhaps, appear, that-many of the

antient nations were more populous than fuch as are
reckoned moft civilized at prefent.

Secondly; To trace the caufes of this, and mqmre
whether, from the reafon of. thmors, and the man-

ners and cuftoms of antient times, it is not probable
that this muft have been the cafe. .
Firft, As to. the fact, . the monuments of antxent
times- feem in- general " to prefent a more ' crouded
and magpificent fcene. “We are ftruck with an idea
of more fumptuous and-expenfive works, more

powerful ftates and cities, IMore NUMerous - armies,

and greater crouds of people, -than modern ages of-
fer to our view. For this we may appeal to the hi-
{tories of Spain, France, Italy, Greeces Egypt; the
iflands and coafts of the Mediterranean fea; and fe-
veral countries of /i, but efpecxally Afia Minor.

A the fame time, an opinion in favour of anti-
quity may be carried too far. We may degrade
iodern policy too much, and give too great a pre-
ference o antient manners and times. The world
is apt t6 run into parties and factions in this, as in

- all other difputable matters ; and in fuch a difpofiti-

on, ’tis well 1f trnth and 1u{’c1ce be but moderately in-
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© As an example of too great a prepoficflion in fa-

vour-of. antiquity, we’ may ‘reckon the affertion of.

Haac Valfiuss who ;is<not only of opinion:that the
earth was much more populous in antient than mo-

dern times;’ but ‘even brings down the number of

the mhabu:ants of Europe in bis own age to 30 milli-
ons; a computatlon undoubtedly far below the juft
account. A SR

- Wt have this eihmate in’ ‘his book of vanous

obfervations *. Accordmg to his account,
, Spain contained e IR ooo,ooo
France — e ’-'5,ooo 000
Italy,- Sicily, Corficay Sardinia - w—-: 3,000,000
‘England, Scotland, and Irelzmd — . 2,000,000
‘Belgium - — o — —
Germary, Bobemia, Hzmgzzry —_— 5,000 000
Denmark, &c.  — — . =— 400,000
Sweden,' Norway, &c..  -— ' — :7600,000
Polgnd and Lipuania- —  — 1 1,500,000
Hungary, and eaftward | 5oo,ooo
Dalmatia, Lilyricum, Macedonia, Ll ‘
all Greece, Creze, and the Iflands - 3,000;000

eo.e o+ .. .Sum’ 27,000,000
Mufeoyy . = = — 3,000,000

Sum 30,000,000
Bur,

* At Loudon, gto, 1685. See the Differtation of the great
cities of the Chinefe, p. 66.

!

¥ "z,ooo,ooo-\
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‘Bur,’ ‘what is much ‘ote furpnﬁng in {o.great
2 man, wé find the learned author owlerﬁmes
publlﬂmed fome years ago, «lemg it as“his opinion,
that there-were o times “as' many- people-in the
world, in the days of FuliusCefar the firft Roman
‘Emperor;‘as-at prefent Wlnch is certamly £o0 hlgh
aproportlon ~ B R R R

"THERE'1S8 lefs reafon to admlt fo lugh a computa-

tion for the age of Fulius Cefar s as, accordmg to an-

'-txent accounts, the earth was rmuch more populous in

‘times " far more antient,- ThlS is dlreél:y dfferted
by Diodorys Siculus who livéd in Czeﬁz/ s age t,"and

‘enters a caveat agamﬂ: re_]eéhncr his relatlon of the
,numerous armies of the a antients, on account-of the

pauc1ty ‘of mankmd in his days, - He even calls the

‘earth a defart compared with'what it was antlently
| And Stm]zo, T JUdlClOHS author, ‘who ‘lived under
‘Huguﬁm ‘and Tiberius, takes notice, in feveral pla.-

ces of hxs Geography, how much fome rmghty

’mueh the number of the1r cmzens W?a dlmlmfhed
‘partlcularly how that part of Izaly near Tarentimwas

formerly full of people, and: ‘had 13 great cities|[ 3
tho’ in hxs age none remained fave Tarentum and

fBrzmduf um all the re{’c havmor been’ reduced to

1.,»",“ IOSIOIE DRy

':"‘? T O R TR TRT ‘VIIIages.
* Lett;e 108 + Lib. 2, cap. s. Y
1 The edition is in 2 volumes folxo, at/];rjierdam 3707,
npud ]oannem Wolters, - :

]l In his 6th book, p. 43&~ /

iy?zxv,
CEANT
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villages. -, And mentioning the great armies of the
Gete -and Daci in ; antient _times *, amountmg 10
200,000, men,_ he adds, that now they could muf-
ter only 20,0003 or, .as fome read it, 40,000, or
-80,000; . I

Ir we give credit to antlent authors, many coun-
tries were well peopled in times of the moft remote
anuquuy And tho’. 1t is not fafe to truft entir ely,

A 2 R 3.,-, ..
Y R IO

lat accounts whxch the)r have mven of the vaﬂ:
armies of Semzmmzs, - Ninus, and other ea{’tern
Monarchs. of early time -and tho’ we are far from
bemor certain that their numbers are not rnacrmﬁed
yet this much we rnufc neceﬁ'arlly adrmt that it was

the belief of fucceedtng ages, antient in refpe& of

ours, that there was. a great pumber, of people in
thofe. ea{‘cern countries in times much’ more antient.
THUS Diodorus relates T, that szzs led an army
mto Baﬁrm, of 1,700, ooo foot, and 210,000
horfe, and Wanted ‘only a few of 10,600 charlots.
- Tuar the king of Baftria met h1m with an army
of 400, 000 men. ”
o THAT Semzmmzs gathered together 2 mtlhons of
tnen to bUIld Ba&_ylo/z : :
THAT this powerful Princefs carrred an army m-
tp Izzd}h, of 3 millions of foot, half a million of
horfe, 100, 000 charxots 5 and to fupply the want of
elephantsg

#* In his 7th book, p 468 :
rf In hls 2d book §5 6.7 7 16, 17
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elephants, caufed 100,000 men to ride on as many
camels dreffed up in the refemblance of elephants :
befides which, fhe carried along with her on,the
backs. of camels, 2000 ﬂnps fo framed that they

'\\could be taken down in different pieces, - and join-

ed togethe1 When there was . occaﬁon to ufe them:
nothth{’tanchnor all which, the Indzzm King. mufter-
ed up a greater army. . . .. S e
.. Tuar the Mea’e:? in. one of thelr CXPEdlthﬂS
:ao'a1n{’t the * Cadufii, led an army of 800,000 men;
and that the Cadyfii met them with 200,000, .. .. .
‘ AND Stmbo obferves, —l" that antrently the. Get‘e
and Dacz had armies of 200,000 men. .- - -
THE age in Wlnch Troy was taken by the Gree/lr,
is of very h1gh antiquity, .and was reckoned'antx-
ent in-the times of Fulius foar, Diodorus Siculys,
and Strabo s yet, in this early age, Greece, and the
neighbouring countries feem to have been well peo-
pled. If we compute the army Greece fent a-
gainft the Trojans, and their. allies, we fhall find it
was one of the greateft, which, according to their
‘hlﬂ:ory, the Greeks ever brought into the field. -
" Homer gives a catalogue of - 1186 thips, Whlch
T /ouqydzdes (for the fake of the round nurnber, as

may be fuppofed) 1 ralfes to 1200, |
- Bur
* Diod. Sic. lih 2. §33.
+ In the 7th book of his Geography, .
~ § Book I, §10. -

468
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""BUT takmc the number from Homer, let s de-
~' termme every thmg from the accounts he hath gt«
-ven us R EERES It

TIN one part of hls poem ¥, he aﬁicrm 120 hands fo
~forfe of the fhlps 5" who are to be conﬁdered both‘as
fallors and foldlers, ﬁnce the names of & tpéTa 12 rogwu
v exé‘mg, ‘rowers and’ /l’zlj ul arcbers, “which we find
in the fame catalogue, ought ta be apphed to the
whole army except the commanders._ At this rate
if-edchof the Ihlps hadcarried as many, the whole
army muft have conﬁﬁed of 142, 320 men, But
as’ accordmo to another paITage ¢ ‘{fome ﬂnps con-
tained only 50 men, the army cotild 1 not “be fo great :
and,"at the’ mean pxoportxon of 8r fo' each ﬂnp, a-

~ mounted-to" IOO? 810 ‘men. Tlus Was a'great ar-

m'y“ tho’ T !Jucydza’es obferves the Greeks could have
ralfed a greater had they not been afrald of Wantmo-
prowﬁons, ina forexgn cquntry +.*_‘-": v

& Bur befides thefe general obfe"Vatlons, it wxll

be proper to enter more into a detzul ‘and' forri 2

calculation of the.number-of ‘the antlent “inhabi-

tants of the moﬁ: noted countrxes on the coafts of
crias g Do o smnininy s v the

L vom, .t i .
ROCARAEITIN Thde T SAF SN TP SRt R IPTRFEN
0 P P

Y

T&)V //(U’ ’Tﬁh rI/OVTCC V‘ﬁ;‘ /’IGV, EY Ji sfta;n R
L

Fxfoz Baxw’]wr .:tcclay .’J 51/00'1 ﬁa:yoy o

Book II. lin. 509 510

+ —— s/otnu I & sy my'rn/ay']a. '
123

E SiCagay, 165wy Ty w:/‘a'ref; x(pz //aXEoSuz. i
Book IL." lin. | 7:9 7')@
T Book I. § 11,
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the Mediterrancan: fea, and.comparé them thh the
people of England in the prefent age. ... vy 02
~-rIn this comparifon, the- beft we can’ ;do,‘ isito
build upon the obfervations which have been made.
in a late book;iconcerning the bulk of moft of the
remarkable ' countries of the;world  computedt.in:

“{quare miles * : for tho’ fuch obfervations cannot be

fuppofed to be fre¢ from miftakes,being taken on--
ly from modern maps, which are not perfectly exact ;
yet they are the beft helps we have, for determi,
ning the extent of thefe countries, and the propor-
tion they bear.to each. other. i They are more cer-
tain guides, than- the antient maps, or 'the length
and breadth affigned by antient or modern authors 3
efpecxally in the 1ﬂands, and fuck countries as Spaz;z,
Italy, and Greece, which had antlently, and ftill have
the moft diftin¢t boundaries by the fea, or remark-
able rivers and mountains, |

A rule has likewife been laid down by one of our
befc Mathematicians -+, by which we may nearly de-
termine the number of . mhabltants in any cxty or
ftate, . from the number of its ﬁcrhtmo men. And
this being fundamental in calc_ulatlons of this kind,
I may take notice, that ’tis not only conﬁtmed from
modern, but alfo from a couple of antxent obferva—

txons

* A new Survey of the g]obe, by leoma: Templeman, o

4+ The learned and. mgemous Dr. Halle ey, in his obfer-
vations' on .the bills of .mortality of the city of Breﬂarw in

Silefia, in Loswtbarpe 5; abndgment of the Phxlofoph Tranfa,&
vol. 3. p. 66g. ., :

R O

m o s s i B e .




4. A DisSERTATION on"the’

tidns!of. two of" the moft authentxc antlcnt ‘writerss:

Ca;/br and Strabo:: ol oL S

“Tuefirft of them relates; tha.t after he had con-.

quered the Helvetii; who had abandoned their couns!
try to feck new habitations, ‘and in this view had car<
ried! their wives:and- children along with them, -he.
fourid in their ‘camp; rolls of all who had underta- -

ken this expedition, - diftinguithing fuch as could!
bear “arms, and the old men, . -women and ch1 Idren:

feparately I DTS BT R P

IN the rolls it ftood thus £ e
Of the Helvetii - = " =" 263,000

©Tulingi . = - =" . 36,000
Latobrigi - — . — 14,000
Rawraci-  —  — 23,000
Boji == e em 32,000?

Sum 368, elele}
And of the Whole number,- thofe who
“could bear arms were . — 92, ooo

Which is the fourth part and agrees very well

thh ‘\/Ir. HaZqu s computatlon.
: TH‘ERE-
* In mﬁf’u He/fuetzamm tabile veperte funt literis Graecis con--
Seblz, et ad Cefarem relate 5 quibus in tabulzr nominatim ratio con-.
Jecta erat, guz numers domo exiffet eorum guz arma ﬁrre pq/ém‘,
et item ﬁ,’paratzm pueri, ﬁme;, muﬁerg/qae “ Duarum onium re-
vum fumma erat, capitum Helvetiorum millia ccLxii1, Tulingo-
sum millia xxxv1, Latobrigorum X1V, Rauracorum XX111, Bojo-
rum Xxx11.  Ex his, qui arma ferre poﬁl’nt admilliaxcrr, - Sum-
i omminm uerzmt ad millia cecLx11X. \
Cefar dé &ell Gall. 115 1- §2g
g Pi;;(‘tﬁar'f/),' in th'erlif'e of Czfar, afligis different numbers ;- but
the numbers marked by Cie/ar himfelf ar¢ more authextic..
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- Tuere is alfo a/paffage:in Slrabog which c0nﬁrms

:the fame calculation®giv et Lo o T Tra e

~"WHEN Auguftus.Cefar: rootcd ‘out ; the nation.. of
the Salafsiiy 1:who! dwelt-tipon i the. AIps, > hexfold
365 000 :.perfons::for. flaves; - of whem: 8oooiwere
able .to béar.arms:; And tho;i by Dr.-Halley's rule,
there ‘ought: to: h:we been a.few:above 9000, this
dlEerence is  juftly-accounted- for, o by fuppofing |
smore - than:,1000: of rhc-:n' bc{’c men kllled,- before
they were fubdued. - St T e
- Tuese paflages::in fuoh o]d authors conﬁrm the
accounts of | the: authors- themfelves, as'well ‘as Dr.
Hallqy S rule of computatlon fron. the blllS of SzZ f iz
w1th Egym fo famous in-antient: ﬁ'ory R
. England, according to:Mr.> Templeman’s fur‘vey,
contains 49,450 fquare miles (of which there. are’ 60
in ia degree),>and Egyps- 140,700.; " So tho extent
of Egypt is to that of Englfmd as-2:84'to 1 Eng~
lond is computed ‘to contain: 8 millions of mhab1~
tants. - If Egypt-was peopledin :thé fame proporti- -
on,. it ‘muft- have : contained ¢ about-: :2.2,700,000,
‘But, according-to antient: h}ﬁorlans, 1t appeals to
have contamed many more. ' e
- Diodorus Siculus relates, + that more- than 1700
‘males were born in Egypt  the: fame: day  which
,gavé \_birthfto the famous Sefoffris;- The tatherof
* Lib, 4 P 315. | a
+ L1b I. cap 53 [

'
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this' monarch ordered all thefe boys to be brought to
court and educated along with his fon ;- perfuading
“himfelf, that thofe who were bred up with the Prince
-fromtheir mfancy would become his warmeft friends,
-moft-affeftionate {oldiers, and moft faxthful com-
manders, Such wifdom and policy make the ac-
«counts of hiftorians lefs improbable ;; fince, by. the
affiftance of fo. able counfellors, ‘with an army of
600,000 foot, 24,000 horfe, and 27,000 warlike
chariots, he might well have made fuch mighty
conquefts. - *Ti$ to this uncommon alion of the
father ‘of Sefoftris, we owe the knowledge of the
number of males born in Egyp# on that particular
day, and if as many were born every day; (which we
muft be allowed to aflume, as there is no reafon for
diftinguithing that day from .any other) there muft
have been born in one year no fewer than 620,500
males; from which it follows, accordmg to Dr.
Halley’s calculation, that there were more than 1 7
millions of males.in Egypt in that early ¢ age. - And
allowing an equal number of females, the whole
people amounted to more than 34 millions.
. .A.CCORDING to the accounts of Herodotus *, Egy oYpE
was very populous in the days of Amafs, Who lived
~ a little before the foundmg of the Perfian empire
‘by C}vzzs In the reign of this king, it contained
20,000 cities all 1nhab1ted : at this rate, allowing
2000 to each city, the number of the whole people
amounted to 40 millions,

| | Anp
* Lib. 2. p.179, edit. Henrici Stephani.
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- ANp confidéring: how many large cities. Egyps
contamed efpécially the grandeur and magnificence

of its two :capital cities Thebes and Memphis,". this
fuppofition " of 2000 to. each c1ty will not perhaPS‘ o

be thought extravagant.

. Thebes appears:to have been one of the: greate{t'

cities that ever.was in the world. * It is celebrated
by Homer * for its hundred gates out of each of
which marched 200 men, with horfes and charlots,
in all 20,000, whom we may call cavalry. . But
T acitus, an author of great credit, and far frombeing
credulous, gives us yet a ‘more magnificent idea of

its mhab1tants, -+ in computing the number of

The quadruple of
, which or 2, 8oo ,000, being the number of its inha-

ﬁghtmg men at 700,000,

bitants, thews it to have been more than twice and a
half, or:perhaps thrice as populous as London,
TuE great -number of ‘the citizens of 7, hebes 1 1s

further evxdent ﬁom the largenefs of 1ts extent,'

whxch

#

owd’ So0 Offas
A A:yv';r?zocc, 091 mwsoc Sopoc B :c7n,uoc—ra neTras,
AV D e,m'roumnm em, J‘m/oo-zox d* dv txdsny

CAyépeg egol ;eum GUY ITToloty % oxET v,
! X Homer. 1liad. 9 lm 381. &«.

.+ Mox vifit veterum Thebarum magna veftigia, et manebant
fruétis molibus litter Agyptiz, priorem opulentiam coms

plexe: juflufque & fenioribus facerdotum patrium fermonem -

.interpretari, referebat habltaﬁ"e quondam feptmgenta millia

mtate mxhtarx.
- _ Taczt. ﬂmml /zlv 2. m_p 6Q
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wh;gh? .f..accord;_r; g to:Strabo*; was i his'time:no lefy
than 80 Grezk ftadioi,: or 10 Gresk milés, in-length
A - -3

ahd Diodorus Siculus.computes ‘the: circuit of: its

walls.:at 1140 Greek>ftadioi, or» 17} Greskimiles’:
Put in more antient times :t‘:itfs’-_'c.ircuit:.vsﬁa’s.: :r’écko"‘rié
(’?.‘d‘rmughfgreiter;r:a;nd:’.eiv'én eomputed to have been
420 Grick ftadioi dr 523 Gréek miles . 71 .0

. Teo s PR R 7 A
. [P L SR 1 Y
y o s i e, P ! : o
Laas Lol R VAR ‘ T " e T I I I Ll
: - : PR AP N A g

‘.;-; N "" ey il .4’;.' IR - Ch e o
" ¥ In the y7th hook of his Geography, p.Tr7o.
CUF Tahis iR book, Tedgs. ¢ s
R S s Lo SO A L BN P I N
o I ‘E:zf/viuzg;{:';u:"s,(}ommentary upon the ‘»',repn#y;’;&;'g"bf ‘Diosy-
R R A I AT T L P B P L B SO0 LTI A
fzu, rnntec’i at London’ 1638 in 'folio, ' v. 249." p:45. ~ - T
] n]] To rmake this and trhef'qllowmg ’coxﬁiiutéati.éf‘f's miore cleak,
we {hall fet doiyn'the proportion ‘of Grézki Ranian and Englifs
meafurés:of length' from Cpbuthnoi's Tables.: w0
6A C?:e::é-.gmoy containéd 8.Greek sasior, and & redug-contiined
6o }5)2—,_; Englifh inches ;- :an Euglifp furlong. coﬂtains .71.'920.E‘ng11ﬁ
mrc ;:s ;:{'Q,.an Englzﬁz furlong j;s :t0 a Greek i’cadiosrf(o';-, which
is''the fame, an Exglft' mile is t0 a Greek kidiov), as’ 1 ‘to

~ +76420272727, and {o in infinitum, or nearly as 1 to 764z

oras 1.3 to 1.

. A Rm@ in?liz{rg contamedS Rémmz ﬁ:‘idia, and a Romar'z
: adium cént?ln¢§.7.2 523 Englifh inches : foanElzgig//B furlong

;s to )a Roman ftadium (or an Engli/t mile is t0 a Roman mi-
iare) as 1 to .gu571666G6 in irfuitum, or neatly as 1.0g is

ote) 891,10 91571969690 fn infitim, ox neatly as r.09 s
- From. whence it isreafy:to:redice :githex-.Gfé&%‘torfRai;:arz

- meafures of length to Euglifp miles.”. 27 aeiliice:

- In all fuch calculations,:it: feems fafeft tt'o:fuIS‘}‘:{c;i:e“,x thatthe

4 “t . 24l .« ) - - } .
anthors. who write in' Greet,” and ufe the:words :iasuse. OF nioy
- K iid

me eoh
" a:; the Gz.ee/{ meafures ; and that the writers in:Latin mean
the Roman,- if the contrary is not exprefled, S

i

|

e e o |
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_i+As Thebes-was & moft magnificent city, {o Mem-
pi;j&,i which:became .the,capi'gql;in :latér times, > Wa$
likewife very grand-andpopulous. «According; to
Diodorus *i ir.was 18% Greck.miles Lin> circuit 3othe
obferves further i ithat £gypF had antiently 18;000

 pemarkable cities; Kduas dfsénoyes s wonsis. s 1.con-

fefs he t'akéscnotice,fEin‘ithe:fame paffage, that anti-
eritly there were 7,000,000 of peoplein Egypts and
that there; were ‘only:3,000;000.in his!time :-ithe
expreflion itdo:feems to be camprehenfive, andita
include-the whole Zpéqplé,? COUpTRYTOS Aaz 3 butlis
robable, this ‘can only be undérftood:of ithe heads
of :familiés; or:fighting men, as?3,000;000 (if+it
includes :the:whole ;inhabitants) wasytoQ: fmall’'a
number 2 for: the age of - Diedorus : it -is -even .too
fiall-for:the prefent age,:fince Mailles makes it:to
contain 450005000 at-a-time when it grones,.under
the oppretfion.of : T zsz{/_b;’dequti{m, . ‘Befides, : o=
[fepbusyiwho:lived-not::long . after. Diodorus, com-
putes the inhabitants; of : Egypt : at. 7,500,000, be-
fides the inhabitants of - Alexandriat. Underftand-
ing Diodorusstherefore as meaning :the- fighting
men, :the: inhabitants of - Egypt, in-the age of Dio-
dorus, were12,and had becn antiently. 28. millions.
Tuar Egypt.-was very populous in times of..the
moft : remote - ~antiquity, . May - be alfo :concluded

; from.

# Book 1. fet. 50,
4+ Book 1. feft. 31.
1 Boolt 2. chap. 16. Of the wars of the Fewse

| A
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from'what Herodotiis obferves*,: That 410,000 fol-

diers, - all native :Egyprians, were fometithes kept
in pay.; ‘a-great army- for a country of no great .

extent ::efpecially_ds the old Egyptians Were never.
much addictéd to war, and thé himovir of keeping:
up great-armies-in time  of - peace,: for making or
preferving foreign conguefts, i{eenis to have bégun

much later. . The old. Egyptian -army . could only
be intended for:preferving the inward peace and

police - of the country. - This makes it probable it .-

bore a lefs proportion to the whole people, than the
great ftanding arinies of ‘modern-Kings do to the
reft of their fubje&ts; .If we compare the Egyptians
with the French, who are 4 more warlike people 3
“and compute the people of France at- 16 .o
20 millions, “and thé'ai"my which the King”méin‘-l '
tains ‘conftantly .at- 200,000 according to this
proportion, - Egyps muft have contairied 32 for
40 millions.  But the French armies muft be fup-
poled to bear a.much greater proportion, than
the Egyptian, to the number of the whole people. -
TH0’ we ought not to pretend "to-certainty in
fuch computations 3 and conje@tures on fuch {ubjetts
may often be far enough from the truth yet if the

“accounts of Heirodotus, Strabo, and Diodorus Siculus,

may, in any. meafure, be depended. on, and we
take the medium of all the different computations
of 34, 40, 28 and 32 millions, the inhabitants
. s N ., Qf

* Herod. lib. 2. pag. 175,
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of Egypt may be reckoned abo_ut. 34,000,000, and
its populoufnefs to that of: Englaid,” as 3 10 2-

- Tug .preceeding gompugatidns 'Taredﬁ')rme):gd;x;
fuppofition, . that antient _’W?sf asr largeasn fer
Eg%{f'r, ‘i.f f éﬂtient Egypt We.ls.‘flefs, the a;gumgm.:
For its gfeatei‘?P(;)PU_IOL.IﬁlefA'S'ISIfO much leox.lfger;
and that it was fo, will appear ,;.)ro.babl? 11 ;“1,1
compare ‘Egypt with Italy, the limits of which,

“as it is bounded by feas and’ mountains, are more
eafily afcertained. From fuch 2 comparifon, V}C .

= | Y
can fearce fuppofe that Egyps was larger or even

large as Italy, which is only ‘about half the }bgl.k
of modern Egypt, according to the mea{qfcg“u}
Templeman. - - - o
ApccoriDING"to Herodotus, th¢ brﬁ.tadth:of E-
éypi at the Mediterranean {ea, where 1t was great-

eft, was 3600 Egyptian ftadioi, or about 346 Eng-
eft, wa

Jify miles ; and its length, from North to .South,ﬁ
about 666 Englifh miles *. The meafures in He-

* rodotus are larger than thofe which either Diodorus

Siculus + or Strabo L has affigned.  Above the dunc-1
fion of the Nile it becomes:much narrower : .'abx_xd
the only region of Egypt t.}‘l.at»ya; ng% m‘hfa:betfe ,
-was that on each fide of the Nile; Tzs:/hlch,-m; ev;'
places, according to Strabo, | contained a breadth

~of 300 Greek ftadioi, or. 30 Englz.'/hmiles. S T

. Tialy,
"% Herod. lib. 2. pag. 103. 104. _
+ Book 1. fe&. 1. - 3 :
1-Book 17. pag. 1137. 1140, &% -~
i Book 17.pag. 1137

i
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Italy, whofe limits are better ﬁxed isi found by
the moderns;: to bé abouit-goo miles:in: ‘length*;
and,! at the foot of.the Alps:560 mlles,m; breadth 5
in'the middle parts:136; and-in fome  fcarce:2 2.
And tho’ in fome places 1t is very narrowyyyet,
near:the -Alps, theére:is a- wide extent of country.
-+ From thefe meafufes; it is probable;: that Egype
Wa-sja_not {o-large:as: Iraly;- which:according to
Templeman, ; contains only. 75,576 fquare-miles.
And; if:antient . Egyps . was. no -larger;+inftead of
being..1%,. it mui’c have been: thrtce as populous as
England P D P T
T WHAT has been obferved of the extent of antient
and modern Egypr is confirmed -by. a. paffage in
Strabo T where he exprefsly afferts, that the antientg
gave the name of Egypt-only. to that:region. which
was overflowed by:the"Nile ;- but ‘that the moderns
included all that region to: the: Eaft which:lay be-
tween: the Arabick Gulph and- the Nzle, and a greag
part towards theWeft, as the Ptoloﬂgys had {6 far-ex-
tended their dommmns, and the Romans fucceeded
to their power.  Thus the limits of: antierit-Eg ypt
were .greatly enlarged. by the ‘Ptolomysy. and,. it is
probable,” they continue much in the fame fituation
at prefent. - Indeed,if -fomething, of this. kind had
not happened there could have been'no foundation
for what Diodorus Siculus: has , afi'erted 1, That an-

B t1ently
* Univerfal hiftory, vol. 11. Ilag. 208, -

+ Book 17. pag. 1139. 1140,
3 Book 1. fett. 31,
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txcntly Egypt was: the moft populous country'in the -
world: this could not ‘be true,;unlefsit was thricg; for:
we fhall- 1hew immediately;that-feveral other coun-!
tries were-more than thriee; as populous as Engkmd
. ;Tue-accounts -we have of :Egypt from! the: me--
moirs of Monf Geur de Maillets ;" French Conful who
- refided long in, this country, render - .our conje-.
¢tures concerning the populoufnefs of antient Egypt:
not improbable. - He does not-indeed compute the
mhabxtants, in. his time, at more than four millions;:
and confeffes, . that , he ‘once thought their number
had never been greater; but- he -retracs -this, opi--
nion, -and declares, . that,. after having - confidered
the matter more maturely, he believes, that ;Egypt.
contamed many more ;people in;times:iof:-remote
antiquity *: and this is an evident confequenceof
the accounts he gives-of - the .country. o - Wehave
taken notice already, that it is. faid to have contdin-
ed in antient times 18, 000 0r,20,000 cities, -, This
w1ll not appear. 1mprobable,f if . we ; confider; what
Maillet has obferved, . that. . many. of its .antient ci-
‘ties have been ruined by the various revolutions it
has undergone ; and that by cities we muft not un-
derftand only walled towns, but-every, Vrllage buile
on an higher ground to prevent danger from the o-
verflowing of the’ Nilé: " for “the houfes, in, that
quarter of Egypt whlch Is, covered by the Waters

T

: G S grounds,

B Teptre 3,0 - - et WY s
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grounds, either natural or artificial, and formed n-

to vxllages which''do * not confift only of: a few:

houfes, 7 askin -other: countrxes ‘where there':is not’
the: fame. neceffity, “but contain, - many of- them,
pubhe edifices, “and ‘fomeof them:have'two ' or
three thoufand- mhabltants.“ Vrewmg it' therefore’
in‘ithis light;-as’a country- full* of confiderable-
towns which may well be fuppofed to have contain-
ed!2000: people at'aimhedium, as fome* “of . them,
fuch: as: Thebes and Memphis weré very large, it w1ll
not appear 1ncred1b1e that the mhabltants of Egypﬁ
were above 3o,ooo,ooo R

' Muillet"obfetves further,” that “a’ larger part of
Egyptwas: ‘cultivated antlently than‘at prefent and
that even thofe parts whichiare at anj-Confiderable
diftance from the 1 INile are’ fiot ‘fowni: fuch'is' the
bad policy of the- government. - This ‘doés ot con-

tradiét what was fald above, ‘that antient was much

~ lefs than-modern -Egypt,- as: thrs comprehends ma-

nylarge:defarts and’ barren 1flands, both- towards
1he Eaﬂ: and Wef’c whrch Were not reckoned parts

'- S l AN { :
: : of

. ’ »' auxe,w v e IR RPN

-+ % Lottre 1./page 27." AN R P

Maz//et, taking notice of the plams of Eg;,pt whrch extend
from the borders of the Nzle to, the mountams, has the fol.
lowmg words ; ‘

" Ces plame: Jont /émee.c partout a’e g10s 6aurg: €9’ de qullage:,
mais quel; willages! il ne Saut pas’ " fe figurer gue f¢ ﬁ”‘”" de fi ’”/’1"’
bameaux. + La plupart font décorés d’edifices publics g Pufage du
paiss il yen a oi I on compte des deux &S trois-mille perfonnes, £F en
general, plufieurs contiennent plus d babitans que nos grandes vidles.

R a2
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of Egypt in the moft antient, txmes ;- notwithftand-
ing which, - there. may,:be,and, aé‘tually is:‘much
lefs of Egypt cultivated;: than formerly, when, by
the care of its Princes, the waters- of -theiriver
were conveyed to a’ much’ greater diftance.s And,
if * Maillet computes 4,000,000 of inhabitants in

fuch a fmall extent of-country, . after all;things

‘have been going to.wrack for:2000 years, .after.fo
many conquefts and revolutions, . .and under, fuch

an oppreffive government; .and fuch a-bad, pohcy

as the Turkifb, ,it-becomes, hrghly probable, that,
in its antient and moﬁ: ﬁoun{hmg times,, under its

- own Princes, and w1th .the . moft- excellent laWs,

When it was much better cultrvated and a greater
extent of ground taken in, it contalned ﬁx or.fe-
ven times:as many people.

bourmc country of very fmall extent Accordmg
to T emplmaﬂ, it is not one ﬁxth part of England
and muft furely have -been but a fmall country,
Yet we. find. from facred writ *, , that the - fighting
men, excluﬁve of the two. tnbes of Lew and | Benja-
min, were 1,570, 000. And, 1f we take the pro-
portions of thefe two to the other 10 tribes, from
their enrolments which are marked in another

palTage +, we muft add more than 121,000: ‘the

whole number of fighting men. amountmo by this
- account

* 1 Chronicles xxi. §. 6.
t Numbers chap. 1, 4
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accolint to 1,691,000 3>and the quadruple of this
laft-fum, or the whole number of mhabltants, to
6,764,000 ‘at “which rfate’ Paleﬂme was® at’ leaﬁ:
ﬁve times as populous‘as England, -1 w0 e
/In the 4th’ chapter of i Numbers,’ the Levites- be-
tween 30 and 50 years’ ‘of > age - in the other tribes
all above 20, are numbered.::: The p1 oportion: of

the Levizes - ought” therefore: to -be ' raifed; ‘and ° of

....... o~y

whole people mu{’c have Been greater. -
7 Nox i isit only from one paﬂ'age we conclude the

Acourfe the number <of fighting’ men’ and of the

Ifmelztes were' fo numerous. - Thls appears from o-

ther’ paﬁ‘ages of facrecl hiftory! “We find the two

- Kings'of fi‘udala aid Ifracl brmormg tothé field'no

lefs'than 1 1,200,000 tbojbn men * ;" Aniaziab, Who
‘was_only KmO' of Fudaband Be;g;amm, ‘had an‘ar-
my of 3oo,ooo c/aozce men-l— -Uzziab his fucceﬁ‘or
had’ 307, 500ty “and Afcz, one of his predeceﬁ'ors in
thie farne kmgdom, had yet a greater’ army con-
fiting of 580,000 B 7eiaajbzzpbm‘ the fon of Afa,
had the crreateﬁ of all conﬁ{hng “of “ 1;160,000.
What a prodlgxous army ‘muft he have' command-
ed had he been Soverelgn of all the mbes *k |

o

. ie i 4 B 1..u.,.‘.‘
o 5
. .o ,
.
K Doe e .

“."'Zf* 2 Cbron'cles xiil. 3
Stz Chyonicles x%4.'5.
% 2 Chronicles XXVl 1'3

I 2 Chronicles xiv. 8,
3 3 Chronicls v,
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. As we ¢annot but admit that’ Paleftine was 6f 2
very fmall extént, “and the account of its numérous
armies is staken : from - fcripture itfelf ;- this “argus
ment will have a peculiar force, and almoft deter-
‘mine the: queftion with fuch as acknowledge /the
-authority of f{cripture. .. Two things feem evident :
Firft, That the Fewi/h Hiftorians have not written

in much perhaps not: at:all,* higher terms con-

cerning the great populoufnefs of Paleftine, thian
the Hiftorians of other nations, -concerning-the
numbers -of people in thofe countries of which
they write; which both confirms the accounts of
thefe - Hiftorians, and alfo helps: to anfwer an
ObJE&IOIl that might- be* ‘raifed “againft - facred
wiit, * drawn - from its reprefentatlon of the vaft
number * of ‘the: Iﬁfaelztes. Secondly, we may ob-
ferve, that the | great populoufnefs of Paleftine in 1o
antient- an-age, would altogether - determine the
queftion” concermng the populoufnefs of antient na.
tions,” were it not that it may be unputed to a mi-
racle, as’ there were fo many other- mlraculous cir-
cumftances in: ‘the’ hll’tory ‘of ‘the Ifmelztes. “for if
there Was ' no miracle in the cafe, no good.account
can be given why Palcﬁme fhould have been rnore
populous than the neighbouring countries,”
-THE hiftory of the Fews fulmﬂ;es us with “dno-
ther argument for the truth of our hypothefs, as
we learn from facred writ how much they multi-
phed in Egypt in a very fhort time ; and that when
they left 1t, they amountcd to 6oo,ooo ﬁghtmcr

an 5
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men *; which not only thews how numerous the J/-
raclites were; but is alfo a confirmation of the great
populoufnefs of Egypt in times of fuch remote an-
thulty o I PO : :
WE’ proceed next to Greece, whrch ‘we {hall ﬁnd
very;.;populo.us. . Accordmc to - T empleman s fur—

VEY, i Tl SO LT S BT T

Epzrus contamed fquare mlles e -795 i
.-;.dc/mm —_— e e 1 34_20

-"Pelopmneﬁt.t e e e =-=- 7220

Sam o g
- AND, of thefef counmes alone G/eece confifted
in its be& and mof’c ﬂourrfhmg times, (for Albama
and Macedoma Wthh were fomewhat larger than
the other four, ‘were not reckoned a part of Greece),

Excludmg thefe two countrres Greece ‘was not half

,,,,,,,,,,,

 citiés and repubhcs, and mu{t have been greatly

i’tored wrth  people; - There is 3 paflage in Atheneus
+ Whlch may help us to form fome probable conje-
é’tures about the ﬁate of Az‘/aem : for, -in the times

'of Demetrzus Pbalereus, he makes its enrolled citi-

zens amount to . =— . — . .= " 21,000
And the {trangers to.. . =7 10,000
Sam- . 31000
. . . Ll e vy . i PR o Ve e IF‘Q

% Exod. i, 37 Numbm chap Lo
4+ In the 6th book of his DexpnofoPhxf’cs chap XX
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~cIF, - then, ‘we ‘compute - “each: man to ‘have had: a
wife and two- chxldren, the number of fuch as were

free was 124,000: ° :
IF the family" was greater, the number of crtr-

- zens- muft - have ‘been greater in proportron ‘But

reckoning - the free citizens only = — - 124,000
And to this*adding 1 the ﬂaves whom A
tbemeur reckons L e— 4.oo,ooo

o - ' . -

T he whole 1nhab1tants of Attzm WEre - 524,000
1Ir we compute 6 free perfons-in each family,’
then the number of free perfons was' - ~=. 186,000
And that of ﬂaves C— —-- 4oo,ooo

C L Sum586000

Now Attzca Was only a part of what was called
properly Greece or Acbaza, which contamed feve-
ral other dxfm&s * @iz, _/Etolza, Doris, Locris O-
zolm, Pbom, Megam, Bcrotzcz and Locris Epzme—
others of them Were conﬁderable, and were fome-
times the rrvals of Athens itfelf.. . All the feven to-
gether with Attzm, according .to T empleman, con-,
tained only 3420 fquare miles 3 :and tho’ Attica ap-’

pears to have been larger than any of the reft, ex-
cept Baotia, its territory could not have been great- .

er than one fourth of Achaia or contained more than
8. 55 fquare miles. But, fuppofing it had contained.

1000,

* See Clyverins, book 4. chap, viii, . . -

et ¢
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Greece 3 and 1f all Greece was. peopled in the fame

proportion, it contained above 12,000,000. , . -
¢ Attica contained only 855 {quare . miles, this

R

makes _ the 1nhab1tants of Greece. more . than
14,000,000, CIf i it was only one ﬁfth of dclmza, it

raifes the number to more than 17,000,000 : taking
_ther efore the medium of thefe three laft computati-
ons, their number amountstomorethan 4,000,000,
At which rate;>had Greece been as large as Engltmd
it would - have 'contdined - more than’ 29,000,000,

and been near four times as populous § and; confi-

dering“what a mighty - people the . Grecks: were,

how furpnﬁng foever this may appear to the great

admirers of modem pohcy, ’tis far from bemg

lmprobable. “The “gredt firength “of the Asbe-
Aian’ Ptate at the becrmnmg of the Peloponmj/‘ fan
war," is ev1dent from the loffes they futtdined 5

200 tr 1remes that perxfh’d in Egypz‘ with all that was
in“them: 1 50 near Cyprus: *in" Pontus Io,ooo
men compleatly armed partly cmzens, pattly al-

- lies:-in Szcz{y, 4o,ooo men,’ and 240 triremes :

and 200 in the Hellgfpont ; and fo many men were
killed by thoufands and two . thoufands, and " fo
many {hlps loft “by tens and" ﬁves, “that* _Z[ocm-
tes,- from whom this - account - is- taken, fays ‘it
was needlefs to mentlon them. " Thefe things hap—
pened ina very “fhort time *,

e

THAT

* Iicrat, de pace, edit; Cantabrigice 1686 2ag. 290,‘29i,'
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* Taat- the ‘other countrles in- Greece, (beﬁdes
Attica) and’ ‘the nemhbourmtr 1flands, were well
peopled, "is ev1dent ﬁom the Whole of their -hifto-
ry. -~ Athéiizisin the paffage - quoted above, in

, which he takes notice of the Atfenmns havmtr

4oo ooo ﬂwes, xaﬁ“erts alfo, that the A’rmdzmzs had

pubhc of /Egzna 470, ooo, tho it feems not to have
had any other territory; but ‘that fmall ‘ifland of
the fame name, which; - accordmo to’ Sttabo*; was
only 180, OF accordmcr to another readmg, 150,
Greek ftadiol” m circuit; that i is;" by the” largeft ac-
count; about 70 ‘Eiglifb miles. - “Now Where thele
was ‘fuch a great 1 number of flaves; we muft’ con-
clude; that théré was proportlonally a great num-

‘ber of -free citizens;  and, upon the Whole, that
Greece was e‘«:tremely populous:” ;

- PLuT ARCH, in the life of Lyczﬁ gzzs, takes notxce

“that there'were gooo citizens in szzrta, 3o,ooo

in the reft of Lacoma, in* whole - 39,000 ,' and as
flaves ftem 1ather to have been more numexous at
Sparta; than at _/iltbwzs, the te1 ricory ‘of L acomr

‘muft have beén very populous.  The whole region
“ofPelopwz/zejzfs conﬁﬁed only of 7220 fquare miles ;

3 A

‘and befides ano #ia, it contained Achaia; (proptx-
1y fo ca led), E /s, ﬂ/’qﬂema, Aré. cadia, and Argolist.

Tue ifland of Evbea, (now Negropont) fituated

near the coalt of Aftica, appears, bothin antienz

H . x - and
* Lib. 8. p. g76. N

+ Cluver. Introdu&. geograph. Lib. 4 can 7.




8 4 DiSSERTATION on the

and modern maps, to have been a good deal larger
than the whole At/aemmz territory : accordmg to
T empleman, it . contains. only 1300 {quare. miles.
ThlS confirms the former computatlon of the {mall
extent of Aditica. .

Romﬂm cconquered its free cities. - About the age
of Servius Tullius, . the fixth King of Rome, there
were powerful {’ca,tes in the Southern parts of it,
parncularly in Magﬂa Gracia. The ftate of Sybaris
alone, as Diodorus relates *, fent an army of 300,000
men againft the Crotomezzjks, who met them - with
100,000, . At this rate, thefe two neighbouring
fcate., had about a million and an half of inhabi-

‘men than they broucrht to the ﬁeld thch could
fcarce have been the cafe.

~ STRABO + gives the fame account of Sybﬂm 5
and adds further, that it was about 200 Greek fta-
d1o1, or 25 Greek, mlles .diftant from Croton, ‘was
50 Greek ftadioi, or 63 Greek rmles in circuit, and

‘com manded four newhbourmg nations or tribes, and

‘25 cities. - According to the fame authory, there

Great Greece.
powerful people, and could raife 30,000 foot, 3000

be ‘12, cap 9
f le 6. p- 404
4 le 6 p 4_.,9

ITALY was. hkemfe very populous before thc |

’ tants, even fuppof’ ing they had no_more fighting

vwere feveral other conﬁderable Pcates and cities in-
Particularly, the Tarentzfzes were a

s o A o horre, :

_
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horfe, and 1000 officers’ of horfe , befides they had

a good feet; and all the country around Taren-
tuim Was antlently full of people. Yet Magia
Grecia was - only a part of what is called the king-
dom of Naples at prefent, Wthh is but a httle
more than two fifths of England. - x

- But we fhall beft underftand the antient ftrength.

of Italy, and of what powerful and populous

ftates it confifted, . by confidering  their long
ftruggle againft the Romans, and the flow’ progrefs
of the Roman empire, notw1thﬁtand1ng the vaft

- numbers and bravery of that warlike people, = -

.. ROME arofe from'the {malleft and moft con-,
temptible beginning. When * Romulus founded the
city, his fL]bJe&s confifted only of 3000" foot and

goo horfe 3 but,  at his death, after areign of 37

. years, he left 46,000 foot, and near 1000 horfe,

within a very fmall-territory. -  Neither did the
terrltory of Rome in after-times increafe in propor-
tion to the numbers of the people.  Even at the
death of Camillus, about 388 years, after the build-
ing of the city, the Roman territory was very {mall,

and did not extend beyond 20 or 24 Englifb miles
around Rome. During this period, the Romans
had only made war againft their neareft neighbours,
within a few miles of their city. The war with

the Sammites, whofe counfry was at no great di-
ftance, began on]y about the 4zoth year A. U. C,

| Eutropius

* Dionyf. Halicarn; edxt Franclffort, 1 586 foho, D,
74 78 79 |
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Eutropins _remarks,. that it was  about :that time
the Romans began to. be powerful % for they car-
ned on a war at Sczmizzzmz, almoft 1 30 Ro inan mxles
from the-city,
Rome 450, that they made any conﬁderable im-.
preiﬁon upon Etruria. ..T_he war with the Tarentines
began only about-the 475th Year o‘f~ Ro}he | But
during -this per1od of . 400, years, the people ha(l
mc1eafed -prodigioufly. - s e

~THE . Cenfys was not mf’ututed trll the txme of
Ser‘vzm T zzﬁzm, Who began his, reign - about the‘

It was. not -till. about the .year. of‘

17 5th year of the city. . Livy has obfewed T»-that
atthe; ﬁrf’c Ce;zfm, 80,ooo Romzm citizens were in-

rolled and another hiftorian whom he quotes,- re-

lates, ., that all of. them were . able - 'focarry. arms‘ '

All the partlcular mrolments made’ at. dlfferent
tlmes, are collected together, and may- be feen at-
one view.in V4 offins’s book of .various obfer VatlonsI :
In the. year 245, the Cenfus conﬁﬁed of 130,000 2
in the year 256, - 150,700 were inrolled ; aft:er the-
year 400, and between that and the 500, the Cen-
Jus was fometxmes 250,000, fometunes 278,000,
and fomenmes 292 224. Durmor mol’c of this pe2

nod

eenteﬁmo e; tnceﬁmo fere
mllhano “ab ur
gerebatur be apud Samnltes

Eut;opzm, lxb .2, cap. 8.
+ Millia oftoginta eo luftro civium cenfa drcuntur gd_]h

it fer
c foriptorum antiquiffimus Fabius Picor, eorum qux ferre
arma uoﬁe‘rt, CUm numerum l'mﬁe. ,

P26, S iy
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riod, the Roman ter ritory -was. very it fmall. ~How:

muﬂ: it then have been- crowded with inhabitants 2

_the mrolments were only-of free  citizens, not iof:

ﬂaves Thefe the Romans neither inlifted in -their

arrmes nor inrolled as citizens, ‘but in cafes of ne-
ceﬁ'lty (though they had flaves -in: great numbers

from. the beginning of their ftate). -

.. ANoTHER -proof of f the great fumbers of. the

Romas, is their being conftantly. engaged. in war,
and having fo many of their men: killed almoft e-
very year. From whence it s evident, that if their

fmall country had not been populous to an:extra-:
ordmary degree, ‘it could never have -been able ta-
furm{h their armies with fuch.. conftant reinforce~

ments, amidft fuch. continual battless in which tho"
they were commonly yet they were not always {u-
perior, but feveral times fuffered great loffes, and
often paid ¢ dear for their victories: “notwithftand-
ing which, they were always able to raife great ar-
mies. Sogr eatly did they abound in people‘

" Nor was the populoufnefs of Imly “confined to
that pait of it which belonged to the Romans, but

extended to - the other powerful ftates and repuo' .

blics, of whxch thig antient country conﬁl’ced

. Terra fmtzgua, potens (71'77215, m‘que ubere glebe.

Ir ‘we conﬁder that the Romms had a great
number of ﬁO‘htmcr men‘, ‘that they were a brave.
and

e e S et



and havock it occafioned among the
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aﬁd'ﬁi’érlike people ;- ‘thatf they only attacked one

of the nations of Jtaly at once, and artfully fhun--

ned,” as much as poffible, to be engaged with dif-

ferent ftates at the fame time; that they were con-=-

ftantly engaged with orie or other of them, and

raade a trade of war;  that notwithftanding this, :
they made very. flow progrefs, - and had - con--

quered but a little even in 400 years; we muft
admit, that thofe different ftates of Italy, were each

- of confiderable power and ftrength. . This is ex-

actly agreeable ‘to the Roman hiftory, “which re-
prefents the Romans, during 400 years after the-
building of their city, ftruggling with 'ftates as
great or greater. than . their own, . and {fubduing.
them at length, only by means of fuperior .obfti~
nacy and valour, SN S

. INDEED, on an accurate review of the hiftory of

the Italigy;, during this périod, Swe ﬂiall ‘wonder:-
how fuch vaft raultitudes could be raifed, "as were
engaged in thofe continual wars, - till Ztaly was en-.
tirely fubdued. . - S
Twuus ITtaly - was populous’ before the Roman;
enflaved it. Nor is it perhaps o certain, ‘as fome
may imagine, that its inhabitants -increafed after
the Roman conquefts.  Rome became g mighty
city indeed; but it may be a queftion, whether
its greatnefs  was able to balance the “deftruction

other cities,
is not a little
Livy feems to have decided it on this:

fidey

- THAT ‘it was not able to do o

probable,

% purfery of foldiers.”
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fide; when, mentioning the greatnefs of the armies of
fidle; o

’ . . . * . - m‘a'n‘_
the 7olfui and Aqui,he accounts for it* in this ma

ner, ¢ That there was an innumerable mulmtu%q V.
2 o ”

¢ of free citizens in-thofe places, where afterwards .

¢ there were only flaves, and a fmall feminary or

SICILY was 1ikewifeiw¢llvpebpled before the

times of Alexander the Great, | 'and"contained feveral |
pbWerf\il frates. ‘The greatnefs and wealth of Sy-

racufe has been much celebrated. According to

Tully, it was the greateft of all the cities poffeffed

~by the - Grecks+. ~And Strabo { hath Qbferyg:d_,.; 1t
was furrounded with a wall Of.I 8o Greek - ftadioi,
or 223 Greek miles. It was. indeed the gr?.at,‘??t
and moft ‘powerful,, but not the only powerful ci-
1y of ;Sz'c;'[},» , as appears evidcm:’ly;from‘ the vaﬂ; ar-
mies the Carthaginians fent againft the Sicilians,

the difficulty with which fo' rich and powerful a
oL L - people

* Mihi miraculo fuit, unde toties vidtis Volfcis et quis
fuffecerint milites.— Simile veri eft, au.tAmtervalhs Eellorum,A

. ficut nunc in dele@ibus fit Romanis, 'ah_;'y atque alid fob?}e
juniorum ad bella inftauranda mtigs ufos efle : aut non ex iif-
dem femper populis exercitus fcriptqs,' quanquam ead'enj;1 .fem..
per gens bellum intulerit : ~aut “innumerabilem multitudinem

liberorum capitum in eis fuiffe locis, ‘quae nunc, vix .{'ggll;}ai\
rio exiguo militam relicto, fervitia Romana ab folitudine vin-

dicant Liv, lib. 6. cap. 12.

+ Urbem Syracufas, maximam efle Gracarum urbmfn',
.pulcherrimamquc omnium, faepe audiftis. Ef, ;Judlgf"s’ ita

ut dicitur.

Accufat. in Verrem, lib, 4. edit, ‘;tsnd‘.!fol. 1681 p- 279 -

1 Lib. 6. p. 413.
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-people gamed and’preferved their conque{’cs, and
- the blood and treafure it coft them to get any con-
- nderable footing in this fiviall iflaid; o
./IGRIGE N T U 17 in particular is faid to have
contamecl fiatives ‘and- ﬁrangers, -no fewer. than
200,000. Now if thefe are reckoned only the heads
of farmhe % or thé ﬁchtlng men, - the mhabitants
- muft have been above 800,000 ; but fuppofing the
whole inhabitants only 260, 5000, Agrigentun was 2
populous and a mighty city. It was likewife fplen-
did; and abounded with fumptuous buildings *;
and- fome of its- citizens - were immenfely - rich;
When' Gelon the Prator of Syracufe had del’croyed
the Ca/tbﬂgmmn army which was befieging Hime-
ra, and had taken a great nuinbei of captives, “he
made a prefent to fome of " thie citizens of " Agrigen-
rzf'_mrof 5oo,ﬂavesv a-piecet. In‘thé time of the
‘elder Dioryfins; one of the citizens was o' rich,
that-he kept open houfe for all pafferigers ; and he
is faid to have entertained -at one time 500 riders,
who came from Gela, and when they departed (it
being in winter) - he furnifhed “all- of them with N
Lloaths, Clpamia 4 yireidcy out of his own ward-
obej; Policlitus the lnftouan, as quoted by Dio-
dorus Siculus ||,faw, in his cellar, a quantity of wine,

which in our meafule amounts -to more than 3414
Engl /b hogfheacls. ‘"

o S o Bur
# Diodorus Siculus, 1ib. f3. § 84. go. :
.+ Diod. Sic. lib, 11, § 25.
- 1 Diod. Sic. lib, 13. § 83.

| Ibid.

ki

e

NuMBERs of MANKIND; 65

BUT the wealth and power of Sicily may efpem-
ally be learned from the greatnefs of Syracufe,
which notwuhf’candmg could never gain the do-
minion of the whole ifland. If we conﬁder its o-
ther f’tates, What footmcr the C’czrtbagzmans had in
it; and that the whole is not fo large as the fifth
part of Eﬂglzmd we rhuft needs acknowledge that
the tc,rrxtory of Symcuﬁz was very fmall; yet Sy-
racufe was ab;e to defend itfelf againft the moft
powerful maritime frates in thofe ages.

THE. Cartmagmzzzns were very powerful at that
time; and had made feveral ‘attempts on . Sicily,
before they were engaged in any wars with the Ro-
mans: Hiftory takes notice of. thelr havmo e=
quipt pfodlmous fleets and armies in this view *

In Gelow’s tifnie they fent a ficet of 2000 ﬂnps of

war; and 3000 tranfports, with an army of 300,000
men on board, undef the command of  Hamilcar.
Tlns is the account of Diodorus Siculuss and Hero-
dotus agrees Wzth him in the number of the army,
300 OOO, TPIGHOVTE {uupmcl‘er + Under the com-
mand of this Hamzlcar’s orandfon, they fent ano-

ther great army in a fleet of 60- great thips, and .

1500 tranfports. Accordmg to the account of E-
phorizs mentioned in Diodorus Siculus f, this army
confifted of 200,000 foot, and 4000 horfe ; but

Timeis, quoed by the fame author, computes
I them
* Diod. Sic. book 11. § zo.
+ Herodot. book 7. p. 499.
1 Diod, Sic. book 15. § 54,
P
rd (432”
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them to have been only a few more than Ioo,odo,

Soon after this they fent another grand fleet and

- army” under the fame’ commander conﬁﬂm

accordmg to Ep/aorus, of 300,000 men’; accor-
ding to Timeus, of 120,000, in a fleet of - 1000
tranfports, befides many fhips of war. Not long
afterwards,” they fent an army againft the elder

Dionyfiss, ‘of 300,000 foot, 4000 horfe 400 cha- -

riots, with a fleet of - 400 1thips of war, and _more’
than 600 tranfpm ts. This is the account given.
by prorus in Dzodorus Szmlus-]' ; but 77 zmaem makes

the | army conﬁf’c only ‘of 100,000 men. And

tho’ - this army was’ almo[’c entirely deﬁroyed
_they fent another agami’c the fame’ Dzony/ usy of
8o,ooo menx --But, noththf’candmg all thefc

_mighty -fleets” and ‘armies; they "could not gam

much cround againft the Sy7 aczwam, and Were 1e—
v"ral tunes repulfed with'great lofs. - "
<Ir Was i "the reign' of Gelon, that Syracafe be-

gan to make fucha ﬂnnmc ﬁgure He lived at the )

time of Xerxes’s exped1t1on agamﬁ Greecey andif the
Greekswould have given him the - chief command,

which’he’ thought he might well pretend to, as h‘e\

had more numerous forces ‘than either the Atheni-
ans or Lacedemomam, oEcred to fupply them with
200 trifemes, 20,000 men compleatlyarmed, 2000

horfe, 2ooo bowmen, 2000 flingers, 2000 light
horfc,

* Diod. Sic. book 13. § 80. .
+ Diod. Sic. lib. 14. cap.’s4.
1 Diod. Sic. book 14. § 95. :
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. horfe, and beﬁdes, to furnith all the Greek - -army

with corn durmg the whole time of the war¥, This
fhews his power, and the ftrength ‘of Syracufe .in

* thofe early times. - To raife the fiege of Himera, a- .

gainft which the Cartbaginians had encamped- with
300,000 men, he levied 50,000 foot, and 5000
horfe, and :defeated them+: and as- powerful as

~ the Cczrtbagzmﬂm were, the elder Dzan_yf fus ventured

to make war upon'them. . In which view he pre-
pared ina fhort time 140,000 fhields, as -many
darts and helmets, and a great quantity of other
arms of various forts, a fleet of 200 new, and 110

-old fhips, perfg&ly well repaired, and began the

war with 80,000 foot, ‘3000 horfe, 200 thips of
war, and 500 tranfports - .~ The younger Diony-

- Jfus{ had an army of 100,000 foot, 10,000 horfe,

a fleet of 400 fhips. of war, with magazines of pro-
v1ﬁons, and treafures {ufficient to maintain and
pay them. - Prxnces capable of undertakma fuch
great defigns,” and. _preparing fuch numerous fleets
and armies, muft furely have had ‘great numbers

“of people,. as ‘well as great riches in their domini-

ons: ‘and. unlefs Sicily, tho’ itis lefs than one

fifth of England is acknowledged to have' been
little inferior to it in rlches and numbers of people,

it is fcarce poffible to account for the great . tranf-

actions Wthh happened, and the mlghtv ﬁeets and
‘ -ar
* Herodot lib. 7. p. 496 497. miES
+ Diod. Sic. book 1. § z1.
1 Diod. Sic. book 14. § 42. 43. 47.
|| Diod. Sic. book 16. §9. :
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armies which were raifed and fupported in it," du-
ring the fpace almoft of 300 years,. from :the time
 that Gelon made himfelf mafter of Syracuﬁ, till -ig"

was conquered by the Romans. |
‘BeForx the Roman conqueﬁs, the Gauls were a

- greatand populous nation, Ganlwas mdeed an ex-

tenfive country ; for it contamed not only all }'mnce,

buta confiderable part of theNetberlands, andfomc,

part of Switzerlandy ‘but it feems tQ have been e-

qually populous, nay, to have contamed more
tohabitants than the fame extent of country does

at -prefent, tho’ fome of the beft peopled fpots
in Eurape, and even the provmce of Hollzmd itfelf

are included.

ACCORDING to Cefar’s defcrlptxon, Gaul Qes dxe,
vxded into {fmall ﬁates, many of which could fend

numetous armies into the field. ‘When Cefar ﬁrﬂ: :
_ invadéd the country, - its inhabitants ‘were not m’

the fame barbarous ﬂ:ate as the Germans, -and other
Northern nations, who, according to Strabo *
did not exercife agnculture, nor lay up the erIltS

-of the earth, but living in cottages which they

could raife in a day, fubﬁ&ed chleﬂy by their flocks,

like the No;mzdes ; ‘and therefore were obliged fre-

quently to chancre their places of abode for want
of provifions, tranfpox ting their families and fur-

niture in carts, and Wanderlng from place to place

with’ their cattle. His account of Gauxl is quite

- different: Narbonne (fays he) produces all kinds of.

‘ fI'LlltS
*Lib 7 p 416'

T e

fruxts that grow in Italy
yxelds every. thing, except oil, figs,” and - ripe
grapes : all the reft of Gaul produces much corn
and other grain, -and is ftocked with- s:attle of al}
kinds. ~ There is: no ’part: .of it uncultivated,: but

‘the’ marfhes and Woods, occaﬁoned ‘as he ‘ob-

ferves, by the men’s bemg too . much addx&ed tQ

‘war. But as he admits at the fame time, that -

multitudes lived even in thefe marfhy and woody
grounds, which were not fufficiently taken care of,
the country in general muft have been well peopled
Tristrue, the Gauls refembled the Germans in ma-

ny of their cuftoms and inftitutions, as well as in
theu' ﬁerceneﬁ, bulk and colour; but they were
much more civilized,

- merce nor agriculture *.

C!ESAR when “he defcribes the manners . and

\cu{‘coms of thefe two nations, gives much the fame

reprefentanon with Strabot. Formerly, fays he,
the Gauls were fuperior in valour to ‘the Germans,
and as they had not lands fufficient for the multi-
tude of -their people, they ufed to fend colonies
| beyond

© % Strabo, lib. 4 P 268 269

1' Of the Germam be relate:
atque in ftadiis rel " militaris conﬁﬁxt —_ Agnculturae non ftu-

Vita omma in venatxombus,

dent ; majorque pars vi@tlis corum in 1a&e, cafeo, carne con- '
fiftit. Neque qml'quam agri ‘modum certam aut ﬁncs habet '

propnos .— Civitatibus maxima laus eft, quam lanﬂimas cir-
com fe vaftatis finibus folitudines habere.
Caf, de bell. Gall. lib. 6. cap. 21. 22. 23

NUMBERS of MA‘N‘KI.N D, 69
Farther Notth, the foil-

"and nexther negle&ed com-
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beyond the Rbine ; but they were become inferior
to them in his time, which he imputes to their

growing commerce. - And it {feems evident, that’

the Gauls did not, as the Germans, live by paftur-

age and hunting, but that when Cefar invaded

them, they were pofiefied of flourithing and power-
ful cities, and had many appearances of wealth
and greatnefs. . B
‘Tue floyrithing condition and mighty ‘opulence
of the Gallic ftates*, appears from that‘ im-
‘menfe treafure at 7. boloizﬁe; which, according to Po-
Sidonius, on whom Strabo chiefly relies, amount-
ed to 15,000 talents of gold and filver in bullion.
This treafure " (had it been wholly filver) would
have been worth 2, 561,250 [. flerling 5 but had it
been wholly gold, according to the r‘nodem pro-
portion of gold to filver, thatis; 16 to 1. its va-
lue had been above 40 millions : it muft at any
rate have been a vaft treafure for one place; and
as the Gauls had feveral facred treafures in other
places, what an idea muft we have of their im-

menie wealth ! '
. | As
* Ac fuit antea tempus, quum Germanos Galli virtute fu-
perarent, ultro bella inferrent, propter hominum multitudi-
;;cm, agrique inopiam, trans Rhenum colonias mitterent.—
Gallis autem provincfiaz proPinqui;gs, & trapfmaﬁpayum re-
rum notitia, multa ad copiam atque ufus largitur. Paulla-
tim adfuefaéti fuperari, meltifque vict preeliis, ne fe quidem
ipfi cum illis virtute comparant, '
Czf. de bell. Gall. 1ib, 6. cap. 24.
+ Lib. 4. p. 287, »

1)
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" As the Ganls wanted neither filver nor gold,
they abounded greatly in people ; which may be
concluded from the great armies they drew toge-
ther, on feveral occafions, to oppofe Cefar.

In the fecond book of “his Commentaries *, he
gives a particular lift of the levies made in Belgi-

-umy and on this occafion

The Bellovaci undertook to raife 60,600
The Sugfiones =~ — . — 50,000

- The Nervii —_ — — 50,000
The Asrebates — — — 15,000
‘The Ambiani = — —_— — 10,000
The Morini  —  — — . 25,000
The Menapii ~ — — — . g;000
The Caleti =~ - = . — 10,000
The Velocaffes and Veromandui ~ — 10,000
‘The Aduatuci — — 19,000
The Germani ' 40,000

H Sl!m 2987000

Now, we cannot fuppofe, that this was a levy
of all the fighting men in Belginm; for Cefar’s in-
formation was,  that the Bellovaci could have
brought“;moj,é;c}@ ‘to the field, " tho’ “they en-
gaged only for 60,000. ~ Taking the whole there-
fore in this proportion of 10 to 6, the fum. of
fighting- men in all ‘the ftates of Belgium- was
496,666 3 and quadrupling "th‘iS'Iaﬂf number,’ Be/-

- S

* Cafar in bell, Gall, lib. 2. cap. 4.




72 A DISSEi{’i‘ATIOi\I on the
gmm nuft have had 1,986, 664 inhabitants, whom
we may fuppofe to be free; of not employed in
fervile offices *. ‘ |

Bur, beﬁdes thofe who were mh{ted in thexr
armies; there was certainly a great number, ‘who
were of no accouint in war § for among the Gauls,
as well as feveral other natlons9 there were many

who were elther in the condition of flaves, or on~"

ly _employed in agriculture, and fuch iechanic
arts as were thought unworthy of brave men. This
appears from what Ce/far relatest, when he treats
of the different orders artiong the Gaulsy and. di-
vides fuch a$ wete of dny account into’ two fortsy
the Druids and the Equites : the refthe calls Pledes;
and defcribes them asflaves 5 -but the Eguites are
warriours for - when any war arifes, ommnes in bello

“ ‘veffﬂntur,

v %'.T;iﬂf.azne copies of Caefar’s Gommentaries, the Aduatuci /émi'
29,000, inflead of 19,000, as it is flated in the ]Jreceer’zw cals
‘eulation s at ahich rate the fighting men in all Belgiam avould
have been 51 3,333 ﬁ ave ma_y recéo;z them about half a mzl—
Sion AU Lo

~+ In omni Galha coram hominum, _qui aliquo funt nu-
mero atque honore, genera funtduo: nam plebes pzne fers,
wor um habetur loco. qu per fe nihil audet, & nullo adhlbe-'
" tur conﬂho Plerique, quum aut mre alieno, aut magnitus
dine tributorum, aut injuria potentioraum premuntur, fefe in
fervitutem dicant nobilibus, %z bos eadem omnia ﬁmt Jjurag.

 que dominis in ferves.  Sed de his duobus generibus alterum

eft Druidum, alterum eft Equitum.—Alterum genus eft Equis
tum. Hn, quum eft ufus, atque aliquod bellum incidit, omnes
in bello verfantur.

Cef. de bell, Gall. lib, 6. cap. 13. 15,

Ntim;éﬁé.beAﬁﬁmo;- 93

'ver]‘zmtzzr. Doés not thlS fucgeﬁ that when levxes
of the Gaulj for’ ﬁghtmg againft: Cmﬁzr a1e mefi
txoned the Plebes muft fcdrce be conﬁdered ‘as they
wele left t to labour the oround or'work at- meaner
employments “And 1f we make thls lower’ order
of perf’ons to have been thrice a§ numerous as the
reft { which proportlon is conﬁrmed from What was
the’ cafe at Athers; ‘and may be obferved in’ moI’t
places, that the laborlous Workmg people are much
more numetous than their maﬁers, we muf’t rec-
kon the mhabltants of Belgmm about 8,000,000

N ow Belginni does not appear to have been lar-
ger than the fourth part of Gaul: for it was botind-

ed, on the one fide by the Rbme, on the othe1 by

the ocean;, and on the thlrd by the rivers Sey;ze and
Marne, . But Gaul was bounded; on one ﬁde by
the Alps Wthh divided it from Im{y, next,’ by the
Rbine which dmded it from Gennfm_y, and,” on all
other fides by the ocean, except Where the Pyre;z-
‘wees d1v1ded it ﬁom Spazﬂ " This was a vaft tradt
of land and, if it was four times greater than

Belgmm, (and it "does not appear to have been -

- lefs), we may compute 3z,ooo 000 of mhab1-=
tants'in Gaul.”

In another paffage, Cz&’ﬁﬂ‘ gives an dccount of
numerous Iewes which the Gazzls refolved to makc
in order to vaife ‘the ﬁege of ﬂlef T4, Where Verczm
getoriz had’ fhut- hlmfelf up with a-great: axmy

"In thlS mealure, 'tho’ ¢ v’y ﬂlewed oreat fpmt and

KT T an
_ : ’H’ll«
L& Cef. de bell. Gall, hb 7. cap, 7)
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unanimity, - yet it is certain; that they could not
make a levy through the whole extent of Gaul; for
a confiderable part of it was in fubjection to the
Romans,-and, by the fituation of Cefar’s army, it

would have been impoffible for feveral of the

provinces to have fent their quotas. - We may e~
ven fuppofe, they would not be entirely free from
diffenfion,. and that fome of the ftates would be
backward in joining; befides, at a general
council of the chiefs, it was refolved, that all
the fighting men fhould not be raifed; left their
great number fhould occafion confufion, and it
fhould be impoffible to maintain them ; but that
every ftate fhould fend only a certain number,
By comparing this with the paffage in the fecond
book, which mentions the levies in Belgiurm, it will
appear, that this levy was very {mall in propos-
tion to what Gax/ could have furnifhed before it
was {o miferably wafted by Cefar. For the Bellovaci,
before the war, could have raifed 100,000men; but
10,000 are only demanded at this time : the Nervii,
who, in the fecond book, offered 50,000, are only
marked for 5000: the Morini for no more, tho’ they
had offered 2 5,000: the Atrebates for 4000,the’ they
are formerly marked for 15,000. And from the
confideration of all circumftances, it may be conje-
Ctured, that, as all the ftates of Gaul neither were,
nor could be concerned in this levy; and, as fo
fmall a proportion was demanded from thofe
‘which agreed to it, the army they raifed, on this

occafion,

“account *, Cefar, in his Gallic wars, took more
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occafion, was not the tenth part of the Eguites, or:
fuch as were commonly employed in wary through

¢the whole extent of Gaxl, at the time that this na-

tion was firft invaded by Cefar..
“Now the army they actually raifed in this

manner was _ = 248,000
“Hence the number of free citizens able
to fight | _ = 2,480,000
The quadruple of this laft is the num-

| ber of free citizens, ~  — 9,920,000
And thrice the laft fum is the num- o
ber of the Plebes or flaves — 29,760,000

Hence the number of the whole peo- |
ple is s — = 39,680,000
Tuo’ the preceeding numbers may appear high
to fuch as have not been ufed to fpeculations of this
kind, and are apt to meafure antiquity by their
own confined views, and the prejudices of modern
times ; they will be yet more {furprifed, when they
are infermed, that other Hiftorians have affigned
larger numbers than Cefar. According to Plutarch’s

than

% Plutarch in Cafar, edit. Francofurt. fol. 1599. pag. 714.
715,

In the life of Pompey, the numbers are different, and Cefar
is faid to have taken by force 1000 cities, fubdued more than
so00nations, killed one million of men, and taken anothermillica
prifoners, pag. 6g5. This difference in the numbers does not

o
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- been 12, ooo ooo' of this fort:
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than ‘800 cities, fubdued: 300 natlons or tnbes'

of: people,ufought againft *3,000,000° of 'men’ in
his: feveral : battles--kllled 1,000,000, and made
1,000, ooo pufoners. : Now, - fuppoﬁng thefe
3,ooo,ooo ito have been all the men in.Geil, that
were commonly employed in war, there muft have
“andy if: we- add
thiice- as many flaves, the Whole number of mha=
bxtants was 48 000,000, T ‘
“Or,’ 1f we fuppofe that the 3,ooo,ooo, agalnﬁ:
Whom Ccefzzr fought; - were compofed of the Equites
and ' - Plebes Wlthout dll‘cméhon- ’tis not reafona-
ble to thmk, that a thud nay, we can hardly rec-
kon, that more’than a' fourth. part of the men able
to bear ‘arms were levxed on this occa[‘ ion, - Now,
1f they were a fourth part the number of ﬁcrhtmo
men, of all for».s, Wis 125000, ooo, “and. the num-
ber- of the ‘whole® people ‘48,000 ;000," as- before.
if We fuppofe ‘themto have been asthird part,
the number of ﬁghtmg men was’ 9,ooo ooo, and,

.....

‘of the iwhole people 36,000,000, "l o
As ‘Plitarch, in: both paﬁ‘aces, computes the »

number thch C(é’f(li" killed to have been I, ooo,ooo,
unlefs v'e ‘affirm that'he killed more than a thirtieth
paxt of the whole people, the Gaul: muft have been
30,000,000, } - ,
I\r all thefe caleulatlons, fmmed on the accounts
\ [ :’\‘- . O‘IVCn

P
. i B
RN tl IS U S YERWN

o much deftroy the 'mthorxty of the telhmony, as it lhews, in

general what an high 0p1mon the antlents concexved of the
}opulo'lf’lels Of Gan/
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given by Plutarch; we mu{t exclude ‘the Druids and
herr farnilies, 'as:they wefe wholly exempted: from
war, which will prOportronally mcreafe the nym-
ber of the mhabrtants of Gaul,.. 3 A R
.In-fine, in’ whatever light we:view it,: tl‘llS part
of 'Europe appears” to’ have beén ‘more populous in
the days of Ceefary than ever it*has been fince; and
never “to *have" recovered ‘the - ﬂourrﬂnng ftate“in
whlch antrent hll’cory reprefents it, before it was
attacked and ravaged by this mxghty Congueror. -

"+ T fhall not attemp“_w,ymore calculatlons- ‘tho 'y

_.——MM—-—

fio doubt ‘many ‘others’ might- be made, wete all

the antrent authors 1nfpe&ed with fuch care and ac-
curacy as the fubjeé‘t deferves. I fhall only obferve
fm ther, that it feems probable, that feveral other
countr!eu “Wwere qntxently more populous than at
prefent -tho? tis difficult to find materials for form=
ing partlcular calculatrons Thls is"the condition

| of almoﬁ: all the 1ﬂands in-: ‘the Medierraiean and
: /Egecz;z feas, wlnch, in the’ happy days of Gréece;

were full of people of Leﬂér Afiz which flourithed
fo orreatly in“antient mmes; tof -the whole" coaft of
the' Medzz‘ermneﬂn fea, on the Afrzm;z fide, “of, at
leaft, "of ‘a"great part of it
tradt whxch hes between the Euxine and the Cﬂﬁwn

feas 5 of the 'mtrent Hyrmmtz, ‘and ‘other countries

on’ the North or N orth Eaft’ of Perfia,. Where, ac-

cordmo to Phny, there were antxently many popu-
lous and flourithing nations or tribes; but fcarce
any thlnc at prefent fave foreﬂs and defarts. A-

’ mong

of. Colcbzs, and the -
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. mong otlier things’ ley ‘mentions-a city in Col;

¢his: called: Dzofcurzas, ~which - was deferted in. his
time (nunc fiﬁﬂ’rm), but fo conﬁderable of old, that,

| ar'cordmg ‘to Timofthenes, . 300 : nations, all - of

different laniguages; traded with it ; and that even,
in later times, the Ronians had 130 interpreters for

“carrying; on -their commerce in this country. - He
- mentigns another city (oppidum. o_pulentz] mum). that
‘had heen plundered by the Hewjochi. :  This. thews;

that thefe parts of the world had antiently flourifh-
ed, but were then in-the dechne. . That little tra&

~of land whmh lies between the Euxine fea and.the
- Palys Mzotis, the parts around this lake, the Greater
-and Leffer Armeniay Albania, Iberia, and thofe coun-

tries which ly towards the South and the Eaft of the
Cafpiay lea, contamed many different natiens, and

{everal great ie;ues. LA conﬁderable commerce was . |
~carried on bgtween Exrope . .and Jndia, - by. means of

fome great rivers which communicated with one a-
nother, " and - with  the Cafpian and  Euxine {eas.

‘Much the fame account is given by Strabo + of the

populoufnefs and’ commerce .of . thofe countries :
but,  in later-ages, they have all been dlfpeopled
anid fcarce any veftige remains of what .they were
in antient days. ..o
It muft be obferved, at the fame time, in fa<
vaur,of modern pohcy, that there have been grea
3 ;‘-?'; e csnocowno oo oo changes
L Hﬂt nat, Tib. 6'cap 5
"t Lib. 11, pag. 762. 763 764 ;65 772773 776 777
782,783,
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changes to the bettet in {fome countries. - Our. ifland :
of . Britain has been fortunate, in:a peculiar man- -

ner, - and from that antient rudenefs and barbarity

with which it was overwhelmed in the flourithing a- -
ges of Greece ‘and “Rome; has ~gradually reared up

its head.: :How much would Ce/far or - Agricola be
furprifed to fee the once mconﬁderable and defplfed
Britain,

Pemtus foto dwzfos orbe Brzmmzos,

now become an abode of peace and feat of hberty

Happy iland ! ftudious of agriculture, . ﬂounihmg.

in arts, and enriched by commerce. - -

Bur other countries have not been fo fortunate. A
‘Befides, - from . the preceeding calculations - it ap-

pears, that even Britain itfelf, and the nations that
are moi’t civilized at prefent, are not near fo po-
pulous as thofe regions of the earth which were beft
cultxvated in antient times: fo that it may be a
quei’clon, Whether the happier condxtlon of Bri-

‘tain, and fome other places is able to compenfate

the ruin and deftrution of fo many antient nations ¢

Havine thus travelled along the coaft of the
Mediterranean fea; taken a view of Egypt Paleﬁme,
Greece, Italy, Szczly and Gaul 5 and from particu-
lar calculations, formed fome probable conje&ures

“about the {uperior populouﬁlefs of thefe countries

in antient times ; - we proceed to inquire into the
caufes of this pheenomenon. - And, if we fhall find
that antient policy, antient manners, and antient
“cuftoms

r
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Guftoms Fwere better, calculated to make : natrong
great and populous, .than.modernpolicy;- modern
‘manners; and modefn cuftoms §: this will be an ar-
gumeént a. prioriy for. the truth of that hypothefis;
which we have’ encleavoured t6 eftablifhi ¢ pojferzorz.

- Now. thefe caufes ai¢ either phyfical or moral.:

- WHATEVER dlterations may have’ happened in
the temperature of the air; whatever decay of “heat
in the fun, or diminution of the falubrity and nou-
rithing virtue of the earth, are phyﬁcalcaufes wlucl
may be thought to havé an e&'eél: on vegetable and
animal - bOdlES, ‘and’ either prevent generation, of
cut off greater numbers in all the drﬁ'erent perrods
of life. : B R P SR

rate in-the fame climates’ in drﬁcerent ages; andin
different climates in ‘the fame: age, “Mankind may
be greatly wafted by’ placues and famines; and a
frurtful land may bécome a defart; Yet neither do
caufes ‘of this kind feern fufﬁaent for explaining
~ the phenomenon of fo great a decay of- people.
Nor indeed does it appear that there has’ been any
fuch" alteratlon in the ftate ‘of nature”as ‘could

make any conﬁderable dr‘l‘erence,‘ erther over all -

the ‘earth, or -in partlcular regions : - we do not
therefore burld on natural caufes of this fort.
- THERE" 'mdy,’ however, -be natural’ caufes of
another kind WhICh may - have produced no in-
‘ conﬁderable effecs. - Thus fome difeafes, unknown

‘to antiquity, may have made gleat havock in mo-

dern

CAausEs of tlns natuiré may be fuppofed £ ope-= -
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dern times { ‘4mong thefe; two:are remarkable; the
Lues Vene/ea, and the Small Pox ;' concerning which
the leemed Author of iAn Eﬂby on tlyg mml and o-

< AMONG the natural caufes thch have contri-
& buted in latter times; to leflen the number.of in-
& habrtants in' Europe and the weftern parts of Afiz,
& the Swall Pox and Lites Venerea are not_the" leaft
¢ remarkable. -+ The former: difeafe ' feems to have
¢ made its appéarance in :the -world much’ about.
“ the fame timé with Mabomer; the ik who
“ mentions it being one Aaron; a prieft and phy-
«¢ fician of Alexandria in-E Egypt; who flourithed a-
% bout -the:.yeat 622 i. nor .was"the ‘Small: Pox

% known in Enripe to'the Greek phyficians till- af-
“ ter the year 640. It appeéars’ from prefty . exact
. ¢ accounts; ~ that in feveral towns  of 2 orkfbire;

“ and fome other places of E#gland; and.in Boflon

¢ in New England; the Small Pox carry off- about
¢ 5 of 11.who are feized .with. them™* 5 bur as.o-

«¢ ther countries may be more healthful in this re-
¢ {pect; and as many people efcape this difeafe al-
“ together, .we cannot, fromthe above account;

¢ determine what proportion of the whole race of

¢ mankind die of the Small Pox. ~ Docor Furin
“ however, from a comparifon of the bills of mor-
“¢ tality in London for 42 years, has thewn, that in
* and about this Mezropolis, above <% part of all
L thofe

* Philofoph. Tranfu&. Abrid.'vol. 7. p. 616,

1
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¢ thofe who are born, 'die of this difeafe®: and
< g5 it is reafonable to imagine, that other places
< in Europe may not be more healthful in  this re-
< fpect than London, we may fairly conclude,
¢ that % part of mankind are carried off by the
« Small Pox, and thefe moftly in their .younger
< years, before they can have any children. Now,
«¢ a5 there is no antient difeafe ‘that has ceafed in
“¢ latter ages, which was near fo deftructive; the

<« Small Pox may be juftly numbered among the

¥

< caufes which have contributed to difpeople the
s“world, - . T
- «Tug Lues Venerea; or Great Pox, made its
¢ firft remarkable appearance in FEurope; at the
“ fiege of ‘Naples, anno 1493. At firft it made

" < great havock ; and altho’ it is not now near {o

< mortal as the Small Pox, yet as it frequently
« renders both fexes unfruitful, -or at beft debili-
<¢ tates them, fo as to make their pofterity fickly,

¢ infirm, and often barren, it may be juftly quef- - ;'

< tioned, which of thefe difeafes have had the
<« worft effefs in leflening the numbers of man-

s« kind. Further, it merits confideration, whe- |- |
< ther the growing luxury of each fucceeding age |

« does not deferve a place here, as by this, dif-
c eafes are at the fame time rendered mote fre-
¢ quent, and much lefs obedient to the ufual re-
¢ medies.” ' ~

# Philofoph. Tranfact. Abrid. vol. 7.k:p.‘613.' e,

Bur
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Burt notwithftanding the bad effeés of particu
lar difeafes, or other phyfical caufes WﬁiCh ma:
be affigned, fuch caufes alone are by o rr{eéné qug
ficient. In orderto account for the piléh-bm.én;h in
a more perfe& and fatisfaCtory manner, fééburfg
muft be had to moral caufes: fuch as, ;.,.I’.v'"biﬁ'e-‘
rence of religion, and of mligioﬁs,br moral ‘in‘{’cit-u:-
tions. 2. Different cuftoms " wuhrefpe&: to ‘fer-
vants and the maintenance of the poor. 3. Dif-
feren_t 'rules_ Q.f fucceffion to eftates ; ‘and the 'right
o.f primogeniture. 4. The little encbufégément

given- to ‘marriage in modern times, 5 “Thé
great number of foldiers in the ftanding armies of
Europe. 6.'Too extenfive trade. ‘7.'Neg1é’ér“t“c')‘f;~

griculture. 8. The different extent of antient and

‘modern governments. 9. -The ruin of the: anti-
-ent ftates by the ‘greater monarchies, efiﬁcéiéfly by

the Roman e:mpire.' 10. And laft of all, The lofs
of that antient fimplicity which - had chv)rig‘ Pre-

vailed*,  Some of thefe caufes will ’appéa_r to be

‘moye

* S - ,- .‘ . . "' . . e - - '
Same perhaps may Imagine, that the greater tyrannf

- and oppreffion of many modern governments, “is.alone fuff:

Cient to account for the great depopulation of . the world
- >

fince it cannot be doubted, that defporick and arbitrary power

has had a bangfgl inﬂuéch, and caufed in France, Spain, 1.
taly, Greece, the Grecian iflands, Lefer Afia, and other

| co.untmes, a fearcity of people extraordinary, when compared
,thl.l the vaft abundgnce of antient-times. But befides thig
‘Gbvious one, there muft be fome other hidden fources of de-

. cay,
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more" powerful ‘than’others 3 but ea‘eh."‘ol' : rthem., I
prefume, ‘muft have ‘had” its* 1nﬁuence, and all:of
them- tocether been able to produce thofe gteat
alteratrons. I e

- Firr. rRehgton cannot be “without "its 'mﬁu-
ence. It isdurely. of great 1mportance that it do not
teach any “doctrines, or 1ncnlcate ptecepts, whrch
are unfrrendly ‘to foc’iety Now, there have been
two gieat chancres intreligion’ fince the ‘more anti-
ent tunes .1 for; 1n{’cead of Pacamfm, firft Chri-
{’cramty, ‘and afteriwards Mahometamfm, have been
introduced and eﬁ:abhfhed Let us conﬁder therr

dlfferent effelts, - v B
Aspglyga iy is'an hmoerance to’ the propaga:

‘ 'tionof *'mankind; Chrlﬂlanlty cannot ‘have “any
ik {“l: l bad 1nﬁuence in’ th1s refpe& on the’ contrary, it
”w 'mu{’c e proﬁtable to’ fomety Whatever ftrange
hm{ 'and wonderful accounts have been ‘given of the

: N 'dlfpmportlon between males and females, and
R Giu, the’ more: numerous Births of the latter in- fome
B Ea{’tern nations ; accoxdlnrr to the beft obfer—

yations, which have been made in the Weﬁern
parts, the proportion b between the brrths of males
and females appears to be- nearly equal ‘‘‘‘‘‘

| : vrde therefore mol‘c equally for the whole human
' raceQ

4

!
i
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cay, 85 the former calculanons make 1t eredlble, that even
the moft ¢ populous and moft ﬁounfhmg nations at prefent,

and thofe ‘which enjoy the greateﬁ; liberty, fuch as E?:glmzd
g and Sawitzerland, ave far from. being . fo. popt.lous, as thc
‘ more cmhzed nations of annq_uxty
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race, and make all of them moft ufeful in propa-
gating,. one man’ ought to be allowed: ta ‘marry
but one woman at once, -Thus. polygamy, by
‘which many men are deprived of Wwives, and -feve-
ral women being married to one'man,” become lefs
fruitful, muft have'a baneful influence. Hence
Mzahometanifm i is. perniciqus in this refpect s and

if, to the influence of polygamy, we add the in-
ftitution of eunuchs for guarding the fair, - and of

female flaves wha affift thefe eunuchs, and feldom
‘marry 3 this muft have no mconﬁderable eﬁ'e& in
all thofe countries, where the Mahometan reli-
‘gion is eftabhfhed at prefent, and where polyga—
my and eunuchs were not allowed in antient times.
This ig the cafe with the more. Eaﬁern places of

Europeg and Weﬂ:ern parts of Afis. But whatever

changes have been wrought in thofe nations wluch
-are fituated farther to the Eaft, cannot be account-
ed. for in this way, fince polygamy prevalled
and eunuchs fwarmed in thofe countries ﬁom very
antrent times, -

SOME recl\on the drﬁiculty of obtalnlno CllVOI'-

-hmderance of the mcreafe of mankmd as perfons

may. be chlldlefs by being 1mp10pe11y ‘matched,

tho’ elther of them mxght have children in another
marriage, if d1v01ce., could be eaﬁly -obtained,
_'But,' as there are many dangers both to parents
and chrldren, from allowing divorces to be pro-
eured too eaﬁly ‘and as whatever lofs is fuftained

by

o
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by the difficulty of procuring them, is more tha.m
compenfated by - other -advantages; allowing di-
vorces, merely for want of children, muft have but
‘an inconfiderable effe€t, as few inftances-can be
fuppofed, where a'married couple, pleafed in other
refpeds, - would feparate on this account alone. |
" Nerrarr ought it to be reproached to th;
Chriftian religion, - if any of - the facred writers
fhould be found to declare, that celibacy is pre-
ferable to matriage in fome particular fituations,
fince it is certainly ‘true: for circumftances may

be fo difcouraging, that neither of the fexes g’re |
-obliced to marry, merely from publick fpirit, and |

to raife up citizens to the-world. o

" Bt tho' Chriftianity, in its-genuine punty,' i
.no'tl‘lirifriendly to fociety 5 like the beft in{:‘citutlonﬁ?
it may be abufed, ‘and perverted to th_c;_ moﬁ: perni-
tciéﬁslpurpofes.’ It muft indg;d be _cqnfei"fed,. tht
» dan: inion, unfavourable to propagation,

 dangerous op

as if ”celibacy’wa’s’fobe‘preferred to marriage, .

crept in very_early im;o _thelchu’rch 5 neith¢r pgrhags
'hall we be able to’ juftify every €d1.€t of the Chn-
ftian Emperors on this head 5 anc’.l‘;t has- been yet
‘more unfortunate, that this opinion _dally gained
‘gfouﬁd.' | Undéubiedly the great, numper of un-
arrxcd érieﬁs;%in‘ all th; Roman gatholick cou§-
‘tries, which make fo great a part of Europe? an-d
the miuititude of ‘women who live unmarried in

convents, and profefs perpetual vifginity,' foohﬂ;ly
\magining, that celibacy is  more holy ftate than
S | marriage,
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marriage, may juftly be accounted one of the
caufes of the fearcity of people in all the countries
under the Pope’s dominion*; This fuperftitious
and dangerous tenet moft juftly deferves to be e-
fteemed a doctrine of thofe devils, who are the fe-
ducers and deftroyers of mankind +, and is very
fuitable to the views and defigns of a church,
which has difcovered fuch an enormous ambition,
and made fuch havock of "the human race, in or-
der to raife, eftablith, and preferve an: ufurped
and tyrannical power. Befides, as fo great a part
of the riches of every Popifh country, is in the
hands of priefts and religious houfes, this muft
hurt trade, and prevent the culture of the lands,
which cannot but have a bad effe& in diminifhing
the numbers of the people. - .

Secondly. Another caufe of the fcarcity of
people in modern times, is the difference of anti-
ent and modern cuftoms, with refpet to fervants
and the maintenance of the poor.

For many ages Europe has been over-run with
vaft multitudes of beggars, and has alfo abounded

with

# It will not deftroy the force of this argument, that, in
‘the Popith countries, abftinence from marriage often proceeds
rather from policy, and interefted views, than devotion ;
for as devotion is often at bottom, fo even when' it is other-
wife, it is the pernicious policy of the Popifh church, which
gives an opportunity to execute fuch dangerous fchemes.

+ 1 Tim. v, 1. 3, |
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with fuch ds having no fubftance of their own; cari
only - fuppott thémfelves by daily.labour.  As fre=
quently neither the firft of  thefe-can be comfort-

ably. fuppotted by begging, nor the"feco"nid by the

~ profits of their labour’s and few of either kind are

able to: provide “for ,more than themfelj\"fes'; Jlictle
can- be exp‘e’&edqfr‘om p‘effonsﬂ in this vﬁtUatignA :
for either they,dd not marry at all § or their mar-
riages ‘are -not fruitful 3§ or their children die;” or
become fickly and ufelefs, through the poverty or
negligence of their parents: According to Temple-

man, there aie 1,500,000 inhabitants in Scotlands

among whom it has been computed *; that there
are no fewer than 100,000 beggars OF poor people;
fupported folely at the expence of others: and if
to thefe we add the vaft multitude of the lower forty
in different imployments, who are pinched with

pbverty; as this is the cafe almoft every where in

Europe, We may perceive one plain fource of fcar-
city of people. In antient times, things were on
a different footing. “For men were eit;lle,L_'_ able to
fupport ‘themfelves, or if they fell into povertyy
became moft commonly the property of rich men ;

and the mafters finding their account in the num-

ber of their flaves, for cultivating their ' lands,
RS | S

% Thisis the computation of that worthy Patriot, and in-
genious inquirer into political inflitutions, M. Fletcher of Sal-
son. See his works printed at Glafgow, 1749- p. 100-
Probably this computation is too high, as well as Temple-
man's, of the whole people of Scotland, R

4
~
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and working in all Kinds' of trades; “encouraged
them to marry, and took ‘good care- of - their chil-
dren,” who becamie their- property, -and a- valuable
part of their riches.” -~ R
 Wsdo not miean by this to affert; either that in
the antient world none of thofe who were free, ‘were

in ftraitned. circumfitances, - or that :all’ the ‘flaves

were rharried, or ‘were well taken care of. Nothing
1efs. ‘The contrary alas! is too evident from antient
hiftory. --But we may prefume; that as the fubftance-
of the world was in'the hands of fuch as were frée,
there wasa {maller number in proportion fo poor,
as not tobe able to- maintain families; and that
the numerous crouds of flaves being the property
of their mafters, and ufeful to them by their la-
bour, - they were in general 't_olerab.lyi well taken
care of, at leaft till they were old and ufelefs. Fur-
ther, as the marriages of their flaves muft have
bgen often for 'they'advantage of the mafters; in
fuch cafes they would Cqmmonly‘be- encouraged to
marry, -and their children-be taken: care of, and
trained up to labour, and not to begging.
Thrs ftate of flavery is very remote from mo-
dern manners, and indeed it app’éérs to be éitkemcly
wretched.” Undoubtedly the antient f{laves were
often expofed to great: {everity, cruelty, andin-
juftice. ~ Such a conftitution would require parti-
cular, and thefe very ftri&t laws; to prevent the

 barbarous treatment of this order of men. How-

ever, oD a miore accurate examination, we {hall
M : perhaps
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perhaps find, that their life was not fo mlferable .

as we mloht be’ apt to imagine at ﬁrf’c ﬁoht
fome f’cates, partxcularly at’ Az‘/yem, equltable la.ws
were enalted for thelr fecurity ; they were treated
with gentlenefs and mildnefs, and allowed to .ac-
quire riches, on paying a {mall yearly tribute to
their mafters ; nay, if they could fcrape together
as mueh as could purchafe their liberty, - their ma-
“frers. were oblwed to fer them free. Upon the
‘ whole, they feem to have been more certain of
fubﬁfcence, and to have been better. fed, not only
than the beggars, but even many of- the day-la-

bourels, and lower order of the farmers and tradef~ "

men of modem times. It would be clneﬁy where
ﬂaves were treated with equity : and mxldnefs, lived
in fnendﬂnp with theii mafters, were looked on
" as a part of the famlly, and interefted .in its wel-
fare, that thxvs inftitution could beft ferve to re_nder
nations: populous: on the other hand,

vere bondaoe, they muft have been lefs fit either
for labour or propagation.

Arter all, it is not eafy, if it be not 11toorether
impoffible for a man of humanity, to reconcile
himfelf perfetly to the inftitution of domeftic {la-
very. With whatever particular advantages it may
‘be accompanied, 'one can fcarce ever think of it
without fenfible horror and deep compaffion. Like
too many of the barbarous and inhuman cuftoms of

the world, it is highly dlfoqaceful to human na-

ture .

if they |
were cruelly ufed, and their {pirits broken with fe-.
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. ture’: nor can it ever produce any advantaces,

which* fight ‘not be gained by a better and more

human pohcy Gop forbid! that I fhould ever
be anadvocate for flavery, ‘ecclefiaftic; - civil, or
domeftic, ~on account ‘of any accidental ‘advanta-

ges which it may happen to produce ; yet it muft
be confefled, that confidering it only ‘with- refpe&
to the phenomenon we are at prefent’ examlmng,
it feems probable, that the antient condition’ of fer-
‘vants contributed fomething to the greater popu-
loufnefs of - antiquity, and that the antient flaves
were more ferviceable in’ "raifing up people, than
the inferior ranks of men in'modern times.
 WaaT we have ‘obferved ‘on’ this - fubje& s

' Conﬁl med by the accounts: hlﬁonans have: ‘given of

_the prodlglous number of flaves in- antient tunes.

From = Atheneus we have eonje&ured ‘that in 4

thens,” where “agriculture - and the mechamc arts,
as well as ‘navigation and the'art of” war were ho-
noured, they were thrice as many as the ‘free citi-
zens : “and we - may reafonably believe, - they “were
more nummerous in other ftates, where the free citi-
zens négleting agrlculture and mecharic arts, left
thefe to theu flaves, employing themfelves Wholly
in the management - of public affairs, of in war,
as was the cuftom in ' Lacedemon 5 and- accordmgly

~we find, that the Lacedemonians had a prodigious

number.' .- Herodotus’ relates *, that at the battle

of Plﬂlé’(l, there were 5000 chedwmommzs, each

. , N
* Lib» 9. p. 587. 597.
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of. whom thad feven ﬂaves to. attend him, - -But ’tis
needlefs to be more pamcular ;-almoft every: paie
of antient hiftory: demonttrates the great multitude
of flaves ; which gives occafion tQ a. melancholg re-
flexion, -that when the world: was beft people | kn:
was not: a,world of free men,: but of flaves. il 1
- Thirdl:. The rules-of -fucceffion,’ and * the  right
of prlmogemture, .by. which the-eldeft. fon, not
only,of-the moft- .opulent, butevenof the mlddlmg
and-inferior. families; carries off ‘the greateft : part
of the father’s eftate, ‘that the family may be fup-
orted in grandeur: and afﬁuence, while the younger
children get but a fmall. patrimonyy’: may..;juftly. ble
accounted another caufe of the - fcafcity of- people
in modern times. ;- This . was -unknown’ inantieng
times; -for both Greeks and -Romans d1v1ded the fa-
ther’s eftate more equally among; all. the children 3
’nor did. ,the antient world .in" general,. as-far as'l
have been able to learn;: give fo great arproportion
to the eldeft fon. .. This cuftom-ng- -doubt rhay be
accompamed W1th great, advantages, - ifiit be. con-
fined toa few great. fnmhes, who by their gran-
deur . and. mches ‘may.be greatly ferwceable to their

country.- - In.a monarchy it feems to he abfolutely ,

neceflary ;- Nay, in -every fuch-government,’ the
moft dreadful defpotifm feems unavoidable, where

there is not a fplendid nobility or gentry, But if it

becomee fo extenfive, . as to  produce a general in-
clination to raife and fupport families by -fuch an
unequal d1v1ﬁon of the father’s eﬁafe, it will prove

&.
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a fource of idlenef§ to the eldeft, -and - prevent the
other fons from marrying, “fince beirig born’of ‘the!
fame parents,rand -educated inthe fame :manper,
they will naturally incline to - live:, fomewhat on a
level -with their elder brother ; which they will fel.

dom find pofiible, 'unlefs they keep théemfelves free

fromthe embarafiments of -a- family. - -At Venice
the cuftom is faid to go fo far; that often only one
of ‘the fons: marries.” " This-: ‘muft furely have:a
bad effect in modern times, and make a fenfible dif-
ference between the modern and-the antient world;
in which the eftate being more - equally  divided - a-
mong:the children, all of them- had - ‘greater en-
couragement to" marry, and were' more- able to
maintain families. : : S

-:Ir.then we'join' thefe two cuﬁoms *together, by
whlch the younger fons ‘are fo' often difcouraged
from r marrymg, and :the eldeft- keeps many ' un:
married fervantsy ' “thefe two muft ‘caufe 2 fenﬁble
dlﬂ"erence between antient and modern times, 71"

- Fourtbly. -Add’ to  this, that there is' now Iefs
care taken to ‘encourage ‘ marriage.” The antients
conferred - certain puvxlecres and honours on' fuch
as were’ marrxed " In’ Greece, not to: marry Was
reckoned a crime ; "“rior could mamacre in fome
cafes be delayed beyond a certam ‘age nay, u:'

~

‘was even allowed 'to* treat batchelors Wxth con-

tempt. ' By the laws of Lycurgus, thofe who con-
tinued unmarried, were held to . be 1nfamous

they were excluded from certam proceﬁions and
- compelled
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cohpelled to march naked round the market place

in‘the depth of winter, {inging a fong to their own

~ difgrace ; -the younger 'fo;t y?'efgz difpen‘f.ed f;ongl
~ paying them that reverence VS{thh thetyA were ot‘ e}:—-v
. wife !obliged to .pay. to their eldert. “Hence-t e
. treatment which Dercyllidas, a man of conﬁder'a’tflc;:
: fdﬁk,’%-mét with from one of their youth, who,in-

of rifin; ' i n for. him when
ftead of rifing; and making room for. him w

he came into a public affembly, told him, “ You
" e mft nat Jex‘péé’t:that honour: from me, when I

¢¢ am young, ‘which cannot be returned ic:,xénte . by
¢ 2;child of .yours,. when I thall be , gld e The
antient cuftoms.of Rome greatly faygured marriage:
In modern “times - there | is. 3{*?"1‘(13. -Si‘ffCECHEe 3
the laugh is often againit matmmony ; : marr}ed
Perfpnsjhave no privileges; and a prévailing luxury

often makes it be thought imprudent to marry.at -

the moft proper feafon of life: -men muft firft pur-

chafe fuch aneftate, and be able ,_t»(‘)' liﬁc in fuch'a

manner, as’ they,_cannot often afford to do till .they
are grbwn old. In antient times there was a-greater

 fimplicity of tafte.;--I do.not know if batchelors -

efent an: t in
arc incapable of offices at prefent any where but

Switzerland+. . It is perhaps only ‘in that country,

where . marriage. is ;encouraged by the .f’cate: At ;s
only émorig,the - Swifs Cantons, and in Holland,

" where eftates are {0 equally. divided- among the
WA, SRR children,

PSS ALY

% Plutarch in the life of Lycurgus, | :

© 1} See an account of Sfivitzée;‘/d})d'pul’)l‘ifhed at Loudoh 1714:
fehap. & p: 92

»
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children,” and' thefe two countries are “the - beft
peopled in Europe. T S
... Fifthly. Another caufe of the want of people, .is
_the great number of foldiers in modern armies, . a-
mong - whom, there are few who marry, and by
‘whofe means fo niany women .are debauched,_ .and
venereal diftempers {pread fo wide and fo fatally.
This is an unhappy policy on'many accounts, . ad-
apted in particular to increafe.. idlenefs, and, leffen

the numbers of the people, and is entirely different

- from the policy of the moft antient ages.

Sixthly. The extenfive trade carried on between

Europe, and the moft remote corners of both - the
eaftern and weftern world, feems to.be another

caufe of the fcarcity of people in Europe. - .-

- 'T'HE antient commerce, even when moft exten-
- five, . whether carried on by the Phenicians, -Car-

thaginians, or any other antient nation, was much
more confined than the trade in modern times,
fince America was difcovered by Columbus, and Vafvs
de Gama failed to the Eaft Indies around the Cape

of Good Hope. By thefe two difcoveries trade has -

indeed been,_gregtly extended, but at the fén.ne

time a great number of Europeans have been ex-

cited to defert their native.lahd, and fettle in di-
Atant countries, and many- have been loft by long
voyages and trafficking in unwholefome . climates.

Such an extenfive trade may enrich fome particular

<cities or nations ; yet it muft help to drain Europ:

in general, and muft prevent the increafe of inha-
: - . bitants,
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hitants, in countries whiCh' have"ébugéapp; of ter;l
vitory at home. Nations in th'ls;‘-hap.Py: -It:a;ﬁ r
would often-be more popu}ousi by ‘cgltl.vatmc.thee{.é
'lands;'yf and trading With}efs d1f’can‘§- re,glo_n;;,xdvvﬁheir
the climate and -air- more:.:nearly-rgfe'mb ed i
owny and- were more adapted to ltuh‘ehxfx";‘pg;tfcubgt
¢onftitutions.  Indeed one can fga;c<_e regar 1tu
as ‘a- fecret - fafcination; - that fomany EW?T
ens go in queft of - diftant fegts »-19»{4“(mirzca,dy'v i 3
the lands in ‘Europe - are fo poorly cultivated, ‘.an.a
with a proper policy might plentxfully m‘amtﬁzvu»n«
much-greater number of people.” = g
Anrient policy was of a very different <ind,
and feems to have been far pre’fc.z;able'. The .‘antf-
ents did not . neglet ‘trade, -'l?ut hafi a grea_te}xl turn
to agrichlture ; they traded thh‘nanon.s whic bwti:
not at a great diftance, and who[je- chmatev e1 :
fuited ‘their»cohﬁigtltions ; but ag;1cx;ltL.1re Wz;s their
chief emplbqunt, and they t‘nanaged it Wel . )
" In’ this refpect therefore the ‘antxew_‘n__}uc
the advantage 5 among them fewer handﬁs d\Yere
employed in trade ; trade was more-conﬁ@ é ac-l
griculture was ‘more encouraged, -and - was indee

ir principal occupation.” R :
the‘;‘l;viirzlz‘rilclyp A té{’clz. for- this- pez?.céflll .zmd .rqral
life, which prevailed fo muchin antient times,
muft be numbered among the caufes of the great
“populoufnefs of.the antient- world, and-‘ the decay
of this tafte among - the moderns ‘helps. o account
for the prefent fcarcity of people. .

e e et b e e e e e e
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/oir i needlefs to inquire ‘minutely in’ what mian-

ner the antients cultivated their lands, and’ who
were emmployed for this purpofe* ; this much is
tertain, that many of them made ufe of flaves,
whilé they themfelves had the chief overfight.
Agriculture was of old in-great honour; the:plow
Was in the hand of thie: proprietor; *who ~himfelf

took thé chief diretion of the tillage of his farm. -

Thus thié lands were wonderfullyimproved. Among

the moderns *tis quite otherwife. Ruftic labour is

in little honour ; dnd’ as people of rank “often de-
Ipife ity the methods of culturé are left o be in-
vented and brought to perfection- by the mean and
the ignorant, and the expences ly upon the poor
labourer. 1In this fituation neither ‘are the beft
o o N . methods

~# In the mdfe aniént 4nd fimple times, 'tis ptobable every
man cultivated his litcle field with the afiitance 6f his own
family.” In after times, thofé who had acquired large pof-
feflions, fometimes ferit flaves to till their lands, the charge
of whom they committed to overfeers ; at othet times they fet
out their lands to Colon, an ordér of men much -refembling
our farmers, who paid a tertain rent. Columella determines
when it is beft to labour ground by flaves, when to fet it out

1o Coloniy and gives it as his opinion, that for the moft part,

even tho' an overfeer might be carelefs; greater profits were
to be made by the firft than by the laft way of cultivating,
Cezterim, cum mediocris adeft & falubritas, &5 terra bonitas, nun-
quam non ex agro plus fua céz'@ue curn reddidit, quanm Coloni 5 nun-
guam non etiam Villici, nifi fi maxima vel negligentia ﬁm;_ﬁ el
rapacitas interwenit.  Onwhich account 'tis probable the me-

:thed of c_ultivating by flaves was more commonly in ufe.

Columella de re ruft, lib. 1. cap. 7.
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méthods found out, nor are the ,labou’_r_ersA _abl;:" tof
purfue. them. This muft o‘ccaﬁonh-‘barr_ennc slo
lands, and greatly hinder the incrc‘afe of the Qeople.
How. much agriculture was in efteem in 1t 1e
happieft tithes of the Greek and .Roman -Repu}z1 1clj,
is evident from their hiftory.” "It was rgckone 1d z
'moﬁrfinnocent, ‘moft ufeful, moft pleafant,’ an
moft honourable employment. = The greatei?&me.n
took delight in it. Thofe who Fommgnded vi blc.)n-'
ous armies, fhone in the moft ax?gu{’ﬁl .aﬁ'errix;d'l‘es;
and had the chief direction of P}lbllc affairs, di dr.xod
onfy amufe themfelves with agrlculturef ’bElt ﬁu u?.t
it, and often employed n}uch. of t?l?lr time in 11.
'Ir’l this way they fupported th«;lr familiesina ﬁx:i'xphf;
‘ and' frugal manner 5 1in this way ;t‘hey promote .t i
intereft of their country. Sometimes thefe antlelxz
hufbandmen have been leldden’ly called from the
Jlow, and the tillage of their Tittle .farms,. to the
lc)ommand of armies, and the defence of their coun-

try ; and having vanquithed their enemies, and
2 f A

delivered the ftate from the danger which Fhreatned

it. been crowned with laurels, and then returned
’ ! ! . | .

with pleafure to their rural employments.

T antient times, the facred plow emplojd

The Kings, and awful fathers of mank{nd P
And fome, with whom co’mpar"d, your zﬂﬁﬁ—trzlze.s
Are but the beings of a fummei’s dfzy,

Have held the [cale of empire, r.ul d .t/oe Sorm

Of mighty war 5 then, with vidlorions hand,

Difdaining

i R M A Y
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- confanguinea fapientiz eft, tam difcentibus

. trarum muficorumque,

- . Supereft,. ut dixi, unum genus lib

»\NUMBERS of MANEIND,

- Difdaining little delicacies, fei’d 7 -

99
- The plow; andgreatly independent fzo'm’;g s |
< Al the vile fores corruption can beflow®, oo

| T\his‘ fimplicity of tafte’ continued long 'émbpg'the

Romansy and was only deftroyed by the ruin of their

commonyealth, and , by that univerfs] .corruption

of 'méhhe,r"s, which was bath the caufe and the ef
fe&t Qf;it-;f"z ' B ST T T !

~Tus is evident from Columella, whofe ufeful work
de re ruftica, thews how muchaman,

, ! ‘wholived in
corrupted times, laments the lofs of th

e antient tafte,
- and praifes the manners of the old Romans+. -
A RTINS C SR S THESE
- ¥ Thomfon’s Spring. . "~ . S

.-} Sola res ruftica, que fine dubitatione proxima, & quafi
egeat,’ quam ma-:
om, &, .qé"dixi,“"gébihe;
vel quod magis mirandum ‘eft, ' con-
temptifimorum vitiorum officinas gulofius condiendi cibos, &
luxuriofius fercula fruendi; capitumque &{cdpill.of'gi'x'n concin-
natores non folkm effe audivi, fed'& ipfe vidi, - Agricolatio-
nis neque . dotores qui- fe profiterentur, neque difcipulos
cognovi.— Quo magis prodigii fimile eft,— u¢ ~f{perneretur
genus amplificandi retinendiqug_' patrimonii, quod omni cri-
mine caret, ;7. - S T
[ Then be compares and prefers agriculture to the ﬁ)-bﬁﬁa;} qfa
Joldier or. lawyer, to traffick and navigation, to putting out money
2o interefl, : and attendance on- great men 5 and then concluds, .

ws liberale & ingenuum rei fa-
miliaris augendz, quod ex agricolatione contingit, . Cujus
przcepta fi vel .temere ab indo&is, dum tamen agrorum pof-
fefloribus antiquo more adminiftrarentur, ‘minus jadturz pa-
terentur res ruftice, nam induftria dominorum cum ignos

giftris. - Adhuc enim fcholas rhetorum,

rantiz
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THESB manners and  this ta{’cc for: agrlculturc._

the cenfor, whq endeavoured ﬁrenuouﬁy to. pre-
ferve

rantie detr;mentxs multa penfaret.— Nunc & ipfi praadxa‘
noﬁra ‘colére dedlgnamur, &nulhus momenti ducimus perj-
txﬁimum quemque'villicmh'facere.——%ae cum ammadvertam,;
 fiwpe mecum ‘yetraltans ac recogitaris,” quam ‘turpi ‘confenfu
deferta: exoluent dlfc1p1ma ifuris, - vereor, ne ﬁagltxofa, &

quodammodo pudenda aut mhonei’ca v1deatur ingenuis, Ve-'

,,,,,,,

:tlus Cmcmnatus obfeﬁi confuhs & exe1c1tus hberator, ab ara- '.
tro vocatus ad dxé‘taturam venent ac rurfus fafcxbus depo-'
;-ator, ad éofdem Juvencos, & quatuor Jugerum ‘avitum’ haz-
redxolum redierit, Ttemque C. Fabricius & Curius. Denta-
tus, alter Pyrrho finibus Ttaliz. pul(o, domitis : alter. «Sablms,
accepta qu. viritim dividebantur captivi agri," feptem ‘jugera;
non mins, mduﬁne coluerlt quam fortiter -armis ‘quefierat.
Et ne ﬁngulos mtempe(hve nunc perfequar, cum tot’ alios' Ro=
mani generis intuear memorablles ‘duces, +hoc femper duphc1
ﬁudlo ﬂorulﬂ'e, vel - defendendx, vel colendl -patrios, : qumﬁ-
tofve ﬁnes), mtelhgo luxurm, & delxcus noﬁrls priftinum- mo-
rem, . vmlemque vitam dxfphcmﬁ'e Omnes -enim: (ficut M.
Varro Jam temponbus avorum conqueﬁus eﬁ) patres famxha:

mus : attomuque mxramur geﬁus effaexrunatorum, quod
anatura fexum viris denegatum, muliebri .motu - mentxantur,
dempxantque oculos fpe&antlum. . Mox . demde ut -apti
veniamus ad ganeas, , quottdlanam crudltatem Lacomcxs
e‘ccoqmmus, & exudto . fudore ﬂtxm quzrimus, no&efque
libidinibus, & ebrxetatxbus,, dies Tudo’ vel: fomno con-
fumxmus, ac nofmetxpfos dummus fortunatos, quod nec
onentem folem v1demus ngc occxdentem itaque jftam - vi-

tam
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| ferve the remains of - the old ﬁm‘plicity' and fruga-
‘ht:y, and to {’cop the growmg corruptlgn of his age:

L uormim Agrlculture

tam chordem perfeqmtur valetudo. Nam ﬁc Juvenuml
'corpora fluxa’ & refoluta funt, ug: mhll mors mutatura’
videatur. At mehercule vera illa Romuh proles afﬁduxs vés
:natlbus, nec minus agrefhbus openbus exercitata, ﬁrm:ﬂimxs
praevaluit corponbus, ac militiam belli, cum. res poﬂ'ulavxt,j
facilé fuftinuit, durata’ pacis laboribus, femperque rufticam
(plebem prapofuit urbanz, Nundinarum etiam conven-

tus manifeftum . eft propterea ufurpatos, -ut. nonis " tantum- |

‘ modo dlebus urbanm res agerentur, reliquis admlmﬁrarentur
ru{hcae 11115 emm temponbus, ut ante Jam d1x1mus, proceres

......
AAAAA

derabatur, a vxlhs arceﬁ'ebantur in fenatum. Ex quo qu1 eos

evocabant, viatores nominati funt: | , ifque mos dum fervatus,
et perfeverantlﬁimo colendorum agrorum ﬁud;o, veteres Al

Sablm, Qurltes, attavique Romam, quanquami inter ferrum,
& ignes hoﬁncd’que mcurﬁombus vaﬁataa fruges, largxus ta-

turma terra, ubx Du cultus agrorum progemem foam docu-
erunt, ibi nunc ad haftam locamus, ut nobis ex tranfmarinis
provmcus advehatur framentum, ne fame laboremus : ‘& vin-
demxas condlmus ex mfuhs Cycladxbus, ac’ regionibus Bati-
c:s, Galhcquue Nec mirum cum fit pubhce concepta, & con-
ﬁrmata jam vulgans exxfhmatxo, rem rufhcam fordldum opus,
& id efle negotium, quod nullius egeat maglﬁerlo prceptoris.

Aml then be Proceeds to ﬁefw what a varigty of énow/edge is
m’ceﬂz;;y fo ma.ée one pe;feﬁly Jeilled in agriculture.

. ... Colum.” de re ruftic. przef

. This pqﬂ&ge ﬁom Columella gives a diflin? view ty“ tlre
tq/z‘e qf the Romans 60:/: in more early and later tzme:. ‘

T the fame purp:ﬁ are the two following paffages :

" Nam i is demum cultifimum rus -habebit, ut ait Tfemelhus,

qux & colere fcxet, & potent, & volet : meque emm fcxre aut

vc]le,

5
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Agriculture was his- conftant bufinefs, when not em-

ployed " either in pleading caufes,’ ar in-the publie
fervice: and tho’ he was fo great a man in the Ro-
man _ftate, he found time to compofe a treatife on

this fubJe& fome part of Whrch has been preferved
to our times *, il . .2

L THE Gree/rs -were both pohfhed and corrupted
m more early’ tlmes than the Romam ;. ahd not-

‘, SR w1thﬁand1ng
velle, cmquam fatxsfuent ﬁne fumptnbus, quos ex1gant opera:
cgiecvs o et Columell, de ve rz{/l lzb 1. cap. 1. '
Nec dubrum quin minus reddat laxus ager ‘non re&e cultus,'
quam anguftus eximie. **Ideoque poft reges exa&os, Licinix
~ anailla feptenajugera, quz plebis tribunus viritim d1v1ferat
‘majores quaftus antiquis retulere, quam nunc nobxs praebent

amplifiima vervata.” Tanta quidem Curigs' Dentatus, quem
paulo ante retulimus, profpero ductu parta w&oua ob exi-
" miam virtutem deferente populo premii nomine’ qumquagm-
ta foli jugera, fupra * confularem, trxumphalemque fortunam
putavit efle. - Repudiatoque -publico munere, popularr ac
plebeia ‘menfura contentus fuit.— More prapotentxum qur
poflident fines gentium, 'quos ne circumire 'equls quxdem va-
lent, fed proculcandos pecudnbus, & vai’candos, ac p0pu1andos
feris derelinquunt, = " Columell. de re rzgﬁ‘ ib. 1. cap.'3.
¥ In this little treaz‘z/[z, at the hgmmng, we barve tl:e fo/-
farzuzrzgpq[}zge SN
. Majores noftri == virum bonum cam laudabant ita Iauda-
bant, bonum agricolam, bonumque colonum. Amphﬁime
laudari exiftimabatir, qui ita laudabatar," Mercatorem au-
tem ftrenuum ftudiofumque’ rei quarendz exiftimo, verum
(ut fupra dixi) periculofum & calamitofum, At ex agricolis
& viri fortiffimi & milites ftrenuiffimi gignuntar,” max1meque
pius quezftus, ftabilifimufque confequitur,” mlmmeque invidi«

ofus : minimeque male cogxtantes funt, qux in eo fludio oc-
guPatx funt, ¢ : o

T m_wgm«ngmwﬁummw; T ST IR BT e YT e 3 R T
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withftanding 'the greateﬁ: refinement, agnculture
was highly horioured in many of their ftates.

. How much it was honoured-at Athens in the
day‘; of Socmte:, appears from Xerophon's book of
Occonomics *; ~where in the perfon of [/Zbomacbm,_ |
whom he introduces in converfation with Socrates,
he fets before us the manner in which many of the
Ashenians lived, and how ftudious they were of

agricultute. .

- Nor was agrlculture in much eﬁeem among
the Greeks and Romans alone : it was fo too among
other wife and mighty nations., Xenophon relates
in the fame book what paffed between the younger
Cyrus and Lyfander, . and - how much Cyrus. valued
him{elf on his knowledge and his pra&rce in agri-
culture. * I myfelf (fays Cyrus to Lyfander) defign-
ed and meafured out the whole garden, (meamnga
fine oarden at Sardis;) many of the plants I planted
thh my own hands ; and when Iam in health, I

HCVCI'

* T It ome'raug 'rpompms;spoc, 7 7umnu napmy, n

; 're;cyon; ﬂoSayoTefa, n Pinoig £Uxocpls‘0‘rcfiot, suo: ,uey Sav-
/Jocs'oy Jorer & et é i emu&efmc ar&pwmc ] xrn,uoc 7! THTY

77(?10}' KCKTHTOU, 71 E?I'IIUE)\C‘IO(/ nd\lw TIVOL TdUT}IC EUIDPIKEV :]

WPeMipwTipay € Tor Pior. Xenophon. oeconom.

- Kanoe d% ,ca;'errog Gmrer o ecpn i yeopyiay 76y ou\Aw/
7&)@!5? /,ch'réfu % 'rpocpoy eu'o.t eu /wv 1 Pepopirne Tiig 'yecop-
viag, sppwwou 39 of can TEXVCCI axacar oxov d &y rory-
xaodn 4 vi Xépo“ven, arosCervivran 39 ot AAAQLL Texyoa & &

Jiv 71 % vard i A roTd SdnaTTar, :
Thiden.
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hever dine; ¢l T have frft thade myfelf fweat at fome :

warlike or rural exercife: Tavra %6 Kprroé’sm, syw

' J‘myou‘ua:, sqm 0 Swnfwrn;, §7i Tiig yewpylds dvd” &t wovu

potmpm Juvdiras ot xéodauss Thefe things T mention 10
gyou; .O Critobulus, Jaid Socrates; bemuﬁa the maft
fortunate and-maft bappy of men cannot " binder - them=
felves from bzz*vmg the lozg/sq/t mclzmmm to ruml

bufinefs*.

Ezglaz‘bll/'W £ may further derlve the fcarc1ty of
pt%fﬂe in modern times, from the extent of many

of the modern; compared with that of the antient

i’cat s
]§EFORE the ddYS of /llexander tbe Great and

even in fucceeding times, till the Roman empn'e
was eftablifhed, the weftern parts of the world con-

fitted of fmall and independent governments. Cefar

defcribes many fuch in Gaul: Italy, Greeces the Leffer

Afia, and the zi’frzczm coafts, confifted of; and al-

imoft all the iflands in the Mediterranean and /ZEgean
feas were, independent ftates of this kind, contain-
ing commonly one city, and around it a fmall ter-
ritory, that was well improved : for lands which
ly near. confiderable cities, may generally be ob-
ferved to be’ rrchly cultxvated The extent of moft

of

* Tau'roc -rozyvy, ) Aumvd}oe, byo wdvTa _/, J’zewr,onm %
J'reraioc Yer & dvray, Qdvai, d % e:pu'reum AuTos.
O‘uyulm gor TV - /uSpny, o'rav wep uy:auw, pmh 'mm're

J,GWTV)IO'OCI ’ﬂ'flb’ lJ‘FCOO‘OU ] ’l'CdV 7)'07\€ILLI}£G)V T r] T&)V 'wa'ymwl

ea'ywv /A‘A‘TW, 7 del 'ye T4 qm\aw‘uov,ueyog .
Xenophon. oeconomic.

, A L
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of the - governments of - Europe is" much Iarger in
modern times. Thls continent was antiently - di-

vided'ifito "' many hundreds, pethaps - fome thou-
fands, of mdependent governments'»’ there - are

not perhaps’ ﬁfty at prefent In confequence of this
a fmall’ fpot near the metropolis, of any ¢ F confider=
ablé city, is finely cultivated, while' places at'a
diftance -ly. neéglected.  From hence it ev1dently

appears, that ftates of frnall ektent muft in’ a pe- -

culiar manner be - favourable to populoufnefs “ for
the territory of fuch ﬁates, extending’ but a fmall

Wway found the metropohs, cannot farl to be cul-

tivated to the full. ST .
"MR. Fletcher *; whilé he mdulged hrs taﬁe of
mqurrmg into all kinds of political 1n{’t1tut1on3°

‘among thofe other fpeculatlons, with which he a-

mufed himfelf, propofed a fcheme,’ accordmg
to which : Britain might have been - divided: into
ten or twelve independent ftates of this kind.
Such a dlfpoﬁtlon of things might have - its advan-
tages; and'in partrcular, as we have faid, Would
produce great numbers of people: - However, the
frequent wars, contefts and divifions’ among - the
ftates of Greece, Italy, Gaul and Spam, which- made
them at length a prey to the Romans ;- the ftrugcleo
for power and dominion; “with whlch B;ztﬂm was
molefted during ‘the Saxoz' heptarchy ; the many
bloody battles between the Englifh and’ Scots, be-
foxe the union of the crowns and kmgdoms, which

h 0. ST T now

* P, 312, &7,
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not only deftroyéd great numbers of the people; but
likewife ;produced an; hatred between. the na-
tions, may:convince every impartial obferver, that
it ‘would be hpt ‘a little rath to indanger ' the
liberty, peace and tranquillity we at : prefent enjoy,
for any, advantages which might refult from fuch
an imaginary conftitution. I would not therefore,
that what is {aid above, -were conftruéted, as if by
it 1 ihtehdéd} to hint, it were better Britain thould
be crumbled cvl‘oWn_i_n_tyo; fo .many fmall ftates. 1
mean ;ﬁo_thing lefs, .and think it .would be the
greateft degree of madnefs to exchange the . prefent
happy conftitution of this country, for the moft
perfect ideal ; one, which imagination , could deli- '
neat'e.) All I pretend is,” that fuch.{mall ftates
have a tendency to -produce great .numbers of
people; and that the populoufnefs of antient times,
before the huge monarchies arofe, was owing in
fome degree. to the fmallnefs of the .antient go-
Ayernymyegﬂt,s. S T i L
< (" Ninthly. - Tuis points out another fource of the

deftruétion of Ewurope, clofely connefed with. the

caufe juft now given of the phznomenon into
-which we are.inquiring ; - for the fcarcity of people
in later times feems to be not a little . owing to the
‘ruin’of the a}gﬁient governments by the Roman em-
pire, and the havock the Romans made among the
{maller -ftates and cities, before they could fully

, ei’cabhfhthelr fovereign power,

Ir we may indulge conjectures about the in-
| _creafe

creafe of mankind in the md§e‘early'a§es‘;‘?5 it is not
improbable;’ that-the “moft ‘antient  inhabitants of
. the world peopling - the ‘earth. by degrees, - feized
on thofe  tracts firft which iwere moft fertile and
I?f‘loﬁ inviting : =it was thus they formed fmall fo-
cieties, -and built cities,” according to their - diffe-
rent views and fancies. .Thefe cities Igre:;v by de-
glrees,‘-mankind multiplied, ' and the eatth: micht
hax_fe been' well ftored with inhabitants niuch'foo:rjlér
than is generally fuppofed ; but thefe ftates would
.be formed, ‘and thefe cities built at Hrft. where
mankind had their firft abodes, @ .. ’ =
- Now, -according to the traditions of mofk na"-.

tions, mankind made their firft appearance in- the
Haft; and according -to facred hiftory, a fingle

pair was. formed by the: creating ‘hand of Goop,
and plabéd in Eden, to be the parents:of ‘the 'huj
man race. : ‘Thus the whole 'country around the
primaval {eat of man would be firft peopled. Af-.
ter the deluge, the pofterity of Noak growing daily |
more and more numerous, would by degreés remove
themfelves from their original abode, which appears
alfo to-have been in the'Eaft; then they would

- fpread themfelves over the reft of the adjacent

countries; and perhaps it would be long ere they
would chufe to defert . the fertile plains ‘of 4/,
and .go.in queft of unknown, unculfivated, and
Perhaps barren habitations.  But ‘their ‘growing
numbers would = at laft reduce them to this necef-
fity. . Some of 'them would then tranfport- them-
S | felves
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felves into Eyrope, others.go towards _Af{zga?' ,a}?d
lay a foundation for peopling the Weft. So tk i@
Europe" .and ,‘,ﬂfri.ca, *-according - tQ. -. thlst , “accqu_xll_l ,
muft only have been-peopled fome time: after t F
peopling of  the Eaft. Hence whatg,vgr;,pr.ogri:
fions in ‘government, -and Whateveg ghanges in tl cf
~ fituation of human affairs, are, rfro.;n,-the nature:kg
m‘an;-; and the gradual c'ou‘r_fg of things,. moft li e}:
.ly"‘i:o have happen'ed, ‘and 'to ha\.re fgcc¢¢ded e?c i
other- gra_duélly,' muft :from‘ _tl.ns gccount be up:
i:ofed to -have hapPened'ﬁri"c in, the }Saﬁ. » T hus
ma{hkirid would ‘here ‘firft form themfelves inta
ihbfe‘ fmall" focieties. .or : ftates I fpoke of., -And
even- before  Europe, - and the Weﬁem parts. w‘e:'c
fully. peopled, while they: were as yet qnly;dxyx,f
ding themfelves into ftates of the fame lffnd, fome
ambitious and turbulent nation of A_/Zq might 'heowc-
already raifed its views,. aime:d at. generlal empire,
and perhaps accomplifhed its defigns. This is

exaltly agreeable to~ the accounts .of hiftorians, -

who every where talk of great empires ‘that were

—éi’cablifhed ‘in- the Eaft 'ir} -the” moft .early .times,.

And from hence it is probable, that’ the g’{‘eat Af-
fyriaﬂ,' : Babqumf,ﬂn,‘ Median and Perfian empires had
‘fwallowed.up, and been formed on the ruins of
the hnal} ftates of 4fia; and that not iny.Ezgrope?
but alfo -4fis, was beft peopled before - the efta-
blifhment of great monarchies. TR

bh%ﬂqzz thisg ﬁme,;when monarchs domi.n(eered
in the Eaft, we read only of fmall ftates in E#-

- ropes
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rope s for thefe ftates had had but juft time to- form
- themfelves, . and none had arifen to afpire at uni-
verfal dominjon. ~.However in a few years the fa;e
of - this part became the fame with that of the
-eaftern part of .the world. . Rome arofe, and by
 the havock and deftru&ion of the other ftates, ob-
 tained the empire of the Weft, -  , S
~From this account of the gradual peopling of
the world, and its formation into fmall ftates, .it
appears probable, - that there was a point of time,
when at leatt Europe was better. peopled than it has.
- ever been fince, or fhall ever be hereafter, unlefs
fome mighty revolution produces unforefeen chan-
Igé_s : to wit, when it was moft replenithed with
{mall ftates, and thefe ftates had had fufficient time
to improve their lands : for hiftory affures us,-
that the greateft part of Exrope did once actually.
confift of fuch fmall ftates *, e
It cannot indeed be determined with . precifion,
in what age this point of time thould be placed: in
e : | o fuch
~ * The wars and ftruggles for power and dominion, which -
might happen to arife between them, would perhaps be nci-
t}}er fo frequent, nor {o dangergqs in the moft early times, .
and of courfe could not prevent the increafe of mankind fo
much as, at firkt fight, may be fuppofed ; for while great -
trats of the earth remained unoccupied, z_md it was eafy to
find convenient habitations without fighting, as moft men na-
turally love eafe, and would rather purchafe what they -wénc
without than with danger, ’tis probable that wars would be
more deftruftive fometime after the world was well reple-

nifhed with inhabi;énts, and ' there was

lefs empty room for
Rew-comers, : |
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- fuch’ matters there muft be a latitude : ‘one coun-

ot - PO SR N . 3
try flourithes, - while another decays, and countries
by turns either increafe or are diminithed. ‘This

~ much feems certain;: that we ought not to place

fuch .a point of -time in the moﬁ -‘egrly .qges,i
as before the fiege of Troy, but rather in an ?‘f.,
ter-age, when cities and ftates had'gf)tltlzme to cp%—-
tivate their lands, and i'mprove- tbexyrr \vllqle terri-
tory. e |

‘Now, by the common . chronology, thgre r«paff
fed from the fiege of 7oy to the building of Eome,
about 430 years, and near as many 'from‘ the
building of Rosme to the overthrow t?f the Perfian
empire by Alexander z:‘/qe Grezzt . dy}rxngﬁfon}e part;
of this.period, it feems probable, -that- many of

the countries of 'Europe and Afia were better -

peopled than afterwards, ‘and, in general, - were in-
creafing in people. How lc.ng thl_s. might have
continued, - fuppofing : no univerfal ‘monz}rchy to
have been eftablithéd, cannot be c-ietermmed: it
feerns evident, that, after the buihldmg of the am-
bitious and turbulent city of Rome, a ftop was put
to the increafe of many of the ftates of Italy, by

the continual wars and deftruétion caufed by that -

haughty and ufurping republic *; and that ﬁ'oﬁl

‘* .:“Ii‘kho’ the forrﬁer wars of the fmailer independent fﬁateja‘
of G}‘et;ce; and other antient nations, could not but prevent
| f,uchﬁ :‘a.”i'"peedy increafe of mankind, as would otherwife hav‘e
happened in confequence of antient manners ;- yet thefe waxs'
' o WEIQ
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the beginning of - the firft- Pum"c war, .-wi)ich

happened only about fixty years after the death of

Alexander, many countries in"Exrope, Afia and A-

fricay began to decay by the continual inroads of

the Romans, who plundered their. provinces, razed

their cities, and put to death fo many thoufands,

nay millions of people: nor could ever thefe na-
tions recover their antient vigour, their Apirits be-
ing broken, and their moft generous efforts .pre-
,i_'cnted, or defeated by Roman . opprefion. Thus
inftead of growing more populous; the world
declined under the Roman yoke, till by the . in-
roads and conquefts of the Gozbs, and other barba-
rous and uncivilized nations, ignorant of induftry

‘and agriculture, it was ftill more ,m»iferébly,._diﬁ-

trefled. ~And, by an almoft total ruin’ of antient

ananners and cuftoms, and the introducion  of -

thers, not fo well calculated for the increafe and
improvement of fociety, the :neceffary confequence

of thefe inroads, the weftern parts of the world,

which had been well cultivated in antient times,

‘were greatly reduced, and have never been “able to

regain their an.tien:t’_',{"cr'engtli and fplendor.

It W;ll ‘not be néceﬁ”ary’;to illuftrate at_ greac
length the oppreffion by the Romans,and the dread-
ful havock they made in every country which the
invaded. This is'cvidcnt from the whole of their

- T ~ hiftory.
“were but fkirmithes, and the effed of them inconﬁderéble‘

in comparifon of the mote dreadful devaftation by the R;.
mnans, o
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hiftory: ~ We heed only ptoduce tWo exafmples;
and take notice of the ruin they bfought on the
Samuites and their allies within Jraly; and of the
manher in which they abufed the Epirofs; for their
joining with Perfeds King -of Macédoi. “'};‘héfe"aft"}
dieadful fcenes of their hiftory 3 but in many other
cafes they exercifed their power with great feverity:
. Durine the war with the Samiites; they not
only " killed very great - ‘aimies in the field, '. btii;’
even put the inhabitants of whole cities tothe
fword. - THus they treated: Aufosia; Minturna;
Vefeia and- Luteria; deftroying;” as ‘Livy exprefles
it, the whole ‘nation of ‘the Aufories*, tho’ they
were ‘only fufpetted to favour the' Sasitmites. They
almoft extirpated -the nation of the Zgui; over=
run-and laid wafte tlieir whole country, -and took
forty one of their cities, moft of which they razed
and burnt +. < After this, two confular armies ra-
vaged, and entirely dépopulated ‘the- whole coun-

“# Tria oppida (Aufona, Minturnz & Velcia) eadem ho-
ra, eodemque cj‘onﬁ‘lio‘ capta. Sed, quia: abfchtibqs ducibus
impetus eft factus, nullus modus czdibus fuit; deletaque Aus
fonum gens, vix certo defectionis crimine, perindé ac fi in+
———Lucerini ac Samnites ad interne-

ternecivo bello certaffet.
cionem cefi. . v e
S . .+ Livi lib. 9. cap. 25. 26.

+ - Ad ﬁﬁgulaé'uvrbes circumferendo  bello, wnum &
gzéadﬁag?nta oppida intra dies quinquaginta omnia oppugnan-
do ceperunt ; quorum pleraque diruta atque. incerfa, nomen-
que ZEquorum prope ad internecionem deletum. R

' Liv, lib. 9. cap. 45.
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‘fry; of Samdiiiim; wifting it.for five moniths, :-Dy.
ring this time one of : the. confuls’ moved . his camip

forty:fivé; sand the other éighty fix tirfies, : leaving -

every: iwhete “fignal ' monutiénts * of " ruin: and
t;,l?,&,m&ibnf § ' and; continuing their devaftations
theyat length foréed the dtmy . of ‘the: Samnites -{'(:
fiy'to Etriiria : ~upon which:they. immediately .

| f:gpk_éd At’hei_x; cities; and in'a few months plundered
Miurgatitios in “which ' they took 2100 Sumpires
Ro'mglea; in which they killed 2 3005 and took '60‘0‘5 |
px;xfo‘n’ers 3; Ferentinum,. i which' they killed: 30003
and - during -the “coutfe 'of | this 'war, they.fmad;
themfelves mafters of:Milionia, f/killidg f 32‘oc;,': and

- taking 4200 prifoners ; Amiternum;’” killing almoft

2800, -and:making: 4290 prifonerss.. Diromia.
mueh of the:fame. ftrength 37 Cominium, - wher;‘
4380 were killed, and 15;400 furrenderéd: them.-
felves prifoners.: ‘This: city::f‘and.z{gz/z'la;zz'a ‘they
pl.-u’ﬁdere'd ad burnt in dﬁ'e.dayz.‘,';*‘THéy took ‘-’l\ikz »
wile . Volana; ;- Palumbinum,. and “Herculanenm,: in
' Wl:lich -three cities ‘10,000 were ‘killed,‘"il‘ or. ‘n;adc
prlfox}grs s7ias ‘alfo  Sepinum, . where - théy killed
7499; 3 and'took' 13000 prifoners; Ih'fhort,'*'during
t_hen’ War;ayvith the ' Samnites, :which lafted " aboyt
half-a century, the *Roman ‘Generals” triumphed

~ twenty- four times, and {o-entirely - fubdued 'the

country-of Samnium, .and"deftroyed the Very ruins
of 1ts.cities, “that,” according’to. Florus +, " Samni
- N - P G um

S Lz’q}}, lib. 10. cap 15, % "
. - 15, 37. 34, 3Q. 43. 44. 4¢,
T Lib. 1. cap. 16. , _34 39 43 44 45 |

™
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materia quatuor.&S viginti triumphorum. i - 3 T

=As an.exainple -of ; what :they.didwithout - sfth”c
‘bounds of Traly; swe need only.reflect on their cruel

order:to Paulus Emilius, t0) plunder and .deftroy
the . cities. of ' Epirus ::»in- obedience  to which. he
feized whatever was’ moft valuable, :and, referving
it for the public: treafury. at Rome, > gave all that

-;erna_ined as. plunder to.;his army 3 : befides, .he

made 150,000 <::-'pgrfo'n§ ' flaves, .tand- difmantled
feventy.cities *...‘Thus -the exorbitant . power. and
6ver;ggo€vn empiré 'of :the Romans," as well‘as the
ineans employed to raife both to {o’ prodigious :an
height, . contributed : greatly” 't ‘the ruin. of ‘the
wiorld/ > Indeed-this muft always: be' the confe-
.iluéncé of too extenfive governments: : e sl

7T enthlys W imay: view «in another :light the
mighty -change wrought on the world by the:con-

- quéi’cs' of 4Zéaéiznde'rj the Great, and his. fucceffors,

and afterwards by the Roman empire ; .as fuch over-
grown governments deftroyed fimplicity of tafte and
nanners, and introduced a degree of luxury unknown
to more antient ages, ~which helped gradually and
infenfibly to diminifh the number of ‘mankind..
¢ Ir we confider the ftate of the antient . world;
while governments were {mall, before. fo ma-

ny . arts, ;merely ornamental, had. been invented ; N

mankind; ,,Awe_fh‘all find from . the accounts of

hiftorians, lived in a fimple and frugal man-
- ner,

# Liv. lib. 45. cap. 34. & Plutarch. in Paul, Emit.

the world ;:and: heginning
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ner,’ and} were ‘employed-i‘chiefly invagriculture,

and ‘the neceflary arts of life;i-equality obtained:in

- agreat meafure; -and feven<when’ the fortunes-of
- particular:petfons happened 'to'be unequal,;: ﬁrnpli:

f:-;y; in;.general « prevailed: both among 'high -and
T;r\' N Y 1. 7 : M ! - f .
oW1 Therc WS | httl? t.grandeur, ;{fumptuoufnefs,
or. operofe workmanfhip in their equipages, cloaths,
or tables,cin refpect of that which . was introduced

" under..the i, great . monarchies.-;: This. rfrugai and

nple-:manner. of -living . continued long,; it ;was

- not banifhed at;once, i:but decayed: gradually;;as
- lgxuryt‘;s.anda:falfe; tafte ; prevailed. f}ftDuring \r.thé
. period of 2800 years, from: the: fiege-of iZ7oysto

.th,e. ~c°nqu§-ft§'3’eréEAl"’-"“!?dﬂ” v the Great,: even . af-
ter. the finer: arts of painting,’, fculpture-and., archis
teCture Tiad attained the . greateft, P@Ffﬁ@io;l, . much

, .bf .thtf: a‘ntie_ynt - fimplicity, and fobriety remained in
other’ refpe@s, and was; chiefly deftroyed . by that

corruption:of ;,ta.{’ce which-was . introduced- by the
greater monarchies. Till they arofe, the: chan oes
of.-ma'nngrs were much {lower ; <but fo foon as fL;Dch
mighty { empir éS'_:‘:W@I’Q: raifed, - falfe reﬁneﬁments
and extravagant fumptuoufnefs fuddenly over-run
. | ing at courts and palaces
made rich by oppreffion, they {pread by degrecs
to places ‘more, diftant, . tll, at length the infection

growing upiverfal, ;a tafte for all kinds of  expen-
five ornaments increafing- continually,  and_the

reat. irl . o
great people requiring fo, much attendance, .2 much

greater "ﬁum}ger in : propgrtigq ~applied themfelves

1o
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 to;mrts;merely ornamental;sfewer to. agticulture
‘and'neceffany. occupations.. iIn confequence of this,
great-traflts of: land-being:left ancultivated:.every
where; food; and all-the neceffaries .of lifey became
fearce and dear. s This again - prevented marriage,

. Ty

a5 mzny - would .not: chioofe'to ' fubjet-théinfelves
to ‘the’incumbrance: of a family, - but cwould rather
plunge into debauchery and irregular amours. = Be-
fides, the greater monarchies raifing high taxes, and
opprefling thé more:diftant. parts under - their jus
rifdiction/» multitudes: would: leave: thefe: diftant
provinces, ‘and -take vup; their" refidence’ near :the
center. of the government ;-their-not beifig married;
would ‘make this more eafy : " the magpificence and
fpleridor, fhows ‘and! diverfions, - exceffesand ; de-
baticheries of the courts of- princes,’-would- allure
vaft nimibérs,’ * By ‘all “thefe ‘methods;> the ‘world
daily declined’ in’ temperarice, 'frugality;iand -vir-
tue,” and-of coutfe the peaple” were:continually: di-
minifhed, tho*‘after a manier fo flow aswas hardly
to-be perceived. Nor-indeed has the” world vever
recovered the antient tafte of frugality and fimpli:
city biit is either Barbarous, ‘and in'a‘great ‘miea-
fiire deftirate of arts ahd agriculture;or corrupted
by luxury and falfe refinerents, "~ ‘i< v : i
:’FHE! natutal progreffion from fimiplicity ta: re-
finement; dnd frof " that “to “luxury; iwould - take
placé i fmall: ftates as’¥ell “a5 in*'extenfive mo-
narchies ;” biit in'the  later;’ the fucceflive’"changes
would follow each-other mofe quickly, at-the fame
o ' ' time

£
£
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time that luxiiry “swold Be <caried  fo :q gréates
height tyh_an iri the former, :Thus in thé,f"a]fex‘éﬁx"&e
‘ments’ ar'rgb extravaganciesvof ‘f’u‘"ch’bvéfé‘crivovi‘rﬁ mo‘:’
n}a'rchijes.;! wemay fee’ one: confiderablé ‘czdf'c ‘.éf thé‘
ru{niqfthe;‘w'brld;":f Se15ma00n 200 a5y el .
| AL f.his may.be illuftrdted by what,we ﬁqdir::
| iqtdedf;n‘;hii_tor.,ysic':srpcsemiqg’ the, finallnefs;of, ¢-
; ;;;se ;iongz.thq:@a@agsf:fievsén;:'inéﬁﬁe.’.la.t?-ra;f..i}!»}-?g
eir eommonwealth, “When* Rome was, byile*
a'ﬁa@anf family.oiwas; .,dqccnclyo‘méinta-inédz : llpor:
tWo sugera, - or -3z Englifh.;acres.:; :Plﬂtéi;éé 3‘ 1'6:
l_at«;es,'z that when idppins Claufus left the 5‘555;; a&@
retired to- Rome;:he brought algﬁrf;g_;, wnlg hm; 2550

~

- Qabine families, to each-of which. the Romans gave

?YVO_Plffbr@.’Qf ground, cand :twenty, five to Appius
himfelf.. If.the plethrum was equal.to.the jugersm,
5 fome i ac Pl ka3 Engh s
and Appiris dbaut fifteen :-but if, thef{?létbrzé;z&; Wa;
only’10,000 feet fquare; it was not the half; for.a
Jﬂger.ll”@ ;:',"’Cf)ntained:. 28280’0 ._fCGt ffquare .': if‘; ac‘
cording 10’ others; it was only 1444 feet fquare, it

, was much lefs.v'In the year of Rome 292, - Lucius -

Luintius Ciricinnatus thé di€ator; had only: four ju-

goray-or 23 acres|. The famous ttilis Regu-
O ey el e e Zl{fa
Plin. nat, hift, ib. 18, "cap, 2, . L. L
+ In the life of Poplicola. .. oo oo e
I See drbuthnot’s tables of antiont cotns, Ec. chan! 3"
| ‘Valerius Maximus, lib. 4. cap 70 . o
He had feven at firft, but loﬁ:t};ree of{them b);'fé? fine
fo four iny rcmamcgi 5 yetaccordmg,tc; I’a/erzmMaxzmu}, E;

" quatuor

LR

» -‘ﬁ".\‘._ e
14
L

7

e e e e




|

1

118 "4:D1sSERTATION: onithe

] . + mie of the -firft Caﬂbaginian_‘. War,.‘.. h-ad;
l”“’;f}? ‘::: .t;:;:f:f 2O 4% .acres * .01t 1s -_-vrecox'%ﬁds
o nins Curius Dentatus, .who-was, conful about
tha 2 f Rome 1463, ; faid,, he':was, .- dangerous
t}.u?.ysBar.oh was not contented with feven jugeraiit
fil‘:?: ‘I;x’éfgib(;én the‘quantity ‘allotted: to: the .P lebes,

b < dis Tand 2if < their
sthe kings had been’expelled:: yand :if :their
afer the. 1“3 &a 's""‘ldng « afterwards> had "'no
ot erand dictators olong i
soffuls® and "dictators” SORB - &t g de
€0 siter quanﬁty;.doubtlefs_thls‘was.rgglfgnf res
gret allowarice: However, as the love ofiriches-crep
centa ) e

'~ * gy iy y .A,' ! .c- .
] T e o VX L .'l{ main Wlth(}ut; doub
in,’ and: *ngre,afcd; gradually,™ mapy

Lok 0T s ave auatd coreater eftates!
RIS IET ARG, PLUREPR e § 2.and-<~P0ffC-m3d,( gre ) . c
ecame: avaritionsy o e wides. the. tribuhe
l-';t?his‘-o'c‘é’aﬁo’n‘écilt thelaw enalted “nderft}]; t'?-b- 8
fhip of Liciniss Stols;/7about-the' year.of ZZ gZa’-
o T5ould i shove 500 jgara o
bout 312 Englifhacrest. - N"Y""*‘r-‘fﬁl e ece of
corifuls: and ditators had';only;-.fo ‘;: ' clzpcl)f.theil’
sround; - which' they laboured with the 1; P
g > X ‘hands :- this
Er'vé's -and often:with their own hands :h maft
a s % . . 4 3 2 ENEV d
in’what a-frugal and fimple ‘mannz‘r \hav);'bﬂéﬁ
e lived s - How. few | arts: there muit. have - bee
ave lived ;- how. 1ew, w eafy <it! muft have
'h erely ornamental 3 and how ‘-eafY-::‘Z: é‘}t‘;{;,s P
been to fapport & family.  In fuch a'di€tator
been ;Q uPP T Jdrmoni U '.‘~C0nful§,

e
KU R P A

Sl
RPN

. g o e

oni 1 iz conflitity
e wnti, non folum dignitas 15{1#({{ fan{ iz ¢ ﬁ

watuor jugera oy 1! is circumftance is likewife obs
;{d tiam diBatura delata ¢ft. This circumftand 18 ikewiia ¢
2d eti ' e Ccapgio F |

ferved by Pliny. Nat, hit. b, 18. cap- 3.7 -~
¢ ot oL T .

Yy oWLllvilii:

* Val, Max. lib. 4 e2p. 6 -
R . !

". ¥ Plin. nat, hift. lib, 18. cap. 3.

g e

4 Ibid. Sec alfo Liny, book 6. chap. 35: " -
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onful’s family, e may réckon <the hufband ‘ind:

wife,” two or three children, ‘and a flave or two,
perhaps moré; as flaves were Very " numerous.
Roman family thérefore, which ‘had riot above fev.

might confift of feven: perfons “Gr more, - and
lefs than an- acre, often ‘perhaps not more than
half an'acre for each in the family. - But, according
to Templeman’s calculations; the elghe millions 'of
inhabitants. of Eugland. haye ‘very near thirty two
millions of acres- to- fupport them, or four :acres
2er-head. > The Roman. territory therefore muft
have been four times as populous ‘as England : ‘nor
can any ftate be faid to be populous, wherethereare
great tra&ts of ' land uncultivated, and where great
eftates go 'to the maintaining of a few, who, not-
withftanding, through the luxury of the times, may
ftand in need of fo many ornaments, that it is
often with difficulty they can purchafe thé neceffa-
ties of life : ‘whereas among the Romans, the ne-
ceffaries of life being all ‘they wanted,” 2 fmall
piece of ‘ground furnithed a family ‘with abun-
dance : hence their'te'rritéry'in general was more

Populous than Zngland,in proportion'to the fmaller

extent of ground, which was allotted for the fup-
port of the fame number of perfons. -
- Nor only among the Romans, but alfo among
the antients in general, there was a great fimpli:
city of tafte and manners; - the great expence

arofe

A
en
Jugeras ‘or4x-Englifh acres; ’_to . maintain ‘them,’

‘ had

SR
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o frofi food; theé-genérality of the péople wanted
grofe frof 1oQd; the:geitias

-ould - fuppott - themfelves

ornaments;; and could fuppoft ‘ic?}?e Eullé
fcv:leii;‘éinééiﬁ families .iore -eafilys; than;the:bulk
an i

A datodal sbadniat iy %

IS A . 1 from
f mankind 4t . prefentis-; nof tid lthlg,.aif:f.; o
?' ncl:lw of moneyg but from the aburdance ot pros
carcity of O

s
......
.......

of -the titnes; which
V1LON3s; AN AT s neceflary., on nads ol
mé.de t,jrnam@@?.s nluch 1 fff? ne ceﬁtaerd};ous and, partis
K OU ending1nto;a | TEAION3. (31, P
WiTnouT deleenbing O R S M e
el ifafion o the i 1. Bl only i
e at; refeﬂ},-a- BT s-a great
n(;xti“cﬁ‘ﬂlewp» that in-antient, times there Wf;ariesg and
41 11IL VW4 ' bilat 2 i . o 3, .
gf (‘;oportion;;betW?ﬁn'zt.hC':.PU-geS of "n‘;":fe the latter
tfllc?fé o‘fwtia‘i.ngs-- ornamental 5. J:hat;W}l_ : and that
ofe.0f things: OLRARE ow ; and.
were very high, Fll?..fgrf'-“‘f:'wqte"v’e'ry‘fleﬂr'lg; -of ‘mo--
ren in times of luxury; iand great P{r iés ., of - life
o food and the -common  neceffariés : of - life

' a very low raQte:;
3 v chafed ata’ ery, 10w, rat
: rmght;_ have b_ecn purchal

' i ing 1 AL 7"1‘61779

" In -the more early. t\l,mcs,‘,du’r;ng”,tl}e ,dﬂjthére

L IN DG MOIE el ‘ , e

Z-xlaﬂidiz . Median .and - Pg;»/ing”,_gggp: :n S

e “”oérip in many of the countries;in A/,
was great, pomp in mal

d filver and .gold were more plentiful than in-
and. L ;

p [l /¢ monarc }IS‘WCYC_ Ve~
.e .{i/i‘tlc‘ nonarciisy
Eurape.-The cour

: icacy, and luxury reigned .
sy fplendid. . Softnefs, delicacy, an

nitheu . : 7 m ﬁrors
1 1 'Cap'ltal Citiﬁ& Thus the P57ﬁdﬂ € p i
i. !. . -! - . - e B - ~L- - .

| - ad great treafures

ol andeur, - and had great .

ived in-mighty grand . P “The magni=

‘h‘ffe oid ancf filver in their dominions. T he magpl
0 g - - H

: . e . tl]ede‘ ’
: : vaded - Greece s :
/ith which Xerxes mvaded .
ficence with which &

y ' living, ~which
ﬁC'ch ﬂandfumptuous_ met_hods Of livi 2 th
appiear-ed '11'60[‘10 the governors, and many O_E 1¢

: . ire » the great fums ex-
fubjets of the Perfian empire , the g pended

. fmention of very. great fums

antient * event{ * éven - acc
- Newtoi's: chronol
years lower than
than 300 years before the reign of 'y
this antient age; as we
filver-and gold a
manufa@ures ha
the. neighbouring countries 3
to prefume; they would be
till the days of Zlewander 1 Great,
all this period; and lorg afterwards,
the antient fimplicity remained,
neceflaries of - life mieh
chafed.

Athens more than 2 50y

NuMEERS of Manking: iar

I‘J’éﬁded on th;éii'} numerous fleets arid
remitted to bribe and to. divide the Gre
efpecially the vatt riches, which fell in
of Alexander: the Gieat; when he overth
Siar empire; plainly demontftrate,

to the hands
rew the Per-
lemo ‘how much mo-

ney abounded in the Eaft, ; - P
§ DuriNg this period; the. Greeks, Ttalians,
feveral “other nationg of Europe did not want a
good deal of money; the’‘indeed it feers to have
beén‘_fcéi'c'er.;than in " Afia; - Authors make early
i and while ‘the moft
ry cheap, fuch “things
¢'a good price, "
the Greeks was a very
ording -t 'Sir " Jfaae
ogys ‘which Places-it almoft - 300
the common account, i |

‘and .

neceffary provifions were . ve
as-were only ornamental gav
THE taking of  Troy by .

t Was more
Cyruss yet in
as we may fee from' Homer; botly
bounded, - and many finé arts and
d been introduced into ‘Grepre and
5 and it is reafonable
on: the growing hand,
at. But thi‘ough
a great deal of .
and the cdnjmon
might have. been’ eafily” pur-
SoLoN, the Athenian lawgiver, was Arehon a4
ears before the reign of

- Alexander

S a

armies, and.
cian fratesy




Pe

122 "4 DIsSERTATION o0n the’

Alexander ; yet there were many: rit}}".s' citizens in
Atbens in his time, to whom great fums_.» of‘.pxr\xoneg
were owing by the poorer fort. ‘When .he wascaue

to fettle the ftate, and had actually difcharged the

debts,  he himfelf loft by -it, . acCordi}ng -to_fome,

five talents, or 968/ 15s. Sterling:: according ' to
others; ;15 talents, ~or 2906/, ,.5'5.-*.4 I : canno;
find he was among the richeft citizens. - P]mfarc

feems rather to be of opinion, . that his - family was
poor, and that his eftate had been much leffened
by his father. *Tis at leaft probable there were many
'ﬁcher citizens, and that many loft more than S.O?
Jon at Ath‘is time. Plutarch takes notice, th:clt while
Solon -was - devifing - fchemes  for’ difc}lal'glng. the
debts of the Athenians, fome of his intimate friends
kndwing that he did not intend to make any alte-

ration in the divifion of lands, borrowed great fums

of money from' rich men, - with' which ‘tl?ey pur-
chafed fome large farms . it feems,vnetwnfhf’cand-
ing the debts already contracted, there was ftill much
money to be lent. Now, fuch;conﬁderab.lg debts
fhew the Athenians did not want money  in th'qfc
early ages; yet we fhall find, "that -at this time
the prices of cattle and of corn were very low.

AcCCORDING to Plutarch, the pnce_iof a theep in
Solon’é finjgwas a drachma, OF feven pence three
fart‘hings& Sterling, and the price of -an "ox five
drachine, or three fhillings two pence three far-
th;ngs. - e

* Plutarch. in Solon.

N /
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lands of the rich, and paid them one fixth pait of
the produce.: This would be reckoned in many
cafes a cheap rent among us, and fhews how eafily
a poor man might live by cultivating lands.
~..Corn at- that time was valued at a drachma the
~ medimnus*, which contairied nearly an Englifp bu-
dhel and an half; fo the Englifp qua
three thillings and feven pence t.
* 'WHEN a woman went out of town, the was re-
ftricted in her provifions to the expence of an obo-
lus, or one penny 13 farthings Sterling., -~
- ‘SoLon was obliged to’reftrain, by fumptuary
laws, many abufes and’ pieces of extravagance
that had crept into the ftate : it was not therefore
fearcity of ‘money which occafioned the™ cheapnefs
of provifions.- -~ - -
" THE age of Solon was illuftrious in -many re-
fpets. He was contemporary with Crafus king of
Lydia, a ‘céu,ht,ry at no great‘diftance from Greece,
whofe equrt at Sardis was remarkably fplendid,
‘whofe riches have even become a proverb, and
who notwithftanding his great conquefts in 4z
co Minor,

rter coft only

. * See Plutarch in Solon. - -
+ I calculate according to the Medimuus Geargicus, at which
rate the Scotch peck would have coft about 15 pence Sterling,
and the boll not more than half a crown, which fhews the
plenty of provifions, and how eafily the lower fort of the
people could maintain families. ‘
N. B, In all the following computations, the Scotch mea-
fure is to be underftood of the Linlithgow barley meafure, .

-~ Hx obferves, that the poorer citizens tilled the

S
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Minor; in which - there were mmany . Greek cities,

ftudied to preferve the . friendfhip of the Greeks in

Europé,' fent rich prefents to their - temple .at - Del-

~ phos*, -and was much interefted: in: the: affairs of

Greece. - Naw when riches abounded fo much, -and
thiere were {0 many great and fplendid Greek cities
in"Afia, ' can: we: 1mag1ne that Greece 1tfclf was

oor? > o
From the Archonﬂnp of Solon to the battle of

Marathon, - there were about 100 years; from the
battle of Marathon to that of Leufira, about 116 4
and from thence to the reign of Alexander. 38«..

This was an’ illuftrious. pefi'od; in which arms,

arts, learning and .commerce flourithed in  Greece

and the nexghbourmg iflands, Great fums of mo- .

ney are mentioned, -and, high. prices arerecorded
by hli‘corlans to have been given for things merely

‘ ornamental whlle the prices of neceffaries appear

to have been Wonderfully low. ~

PLUTARCH-I— relates, that after the battle of Plg-
teﬂ, the Greeks, before they leldCd the fpoﬂs, fet
apart 8o talents, or 15,5001, Sterling, for building

a temple, -and. erc&mg a ftatue to. Minerva: the |

Plateans built the temple, and adorned it with pi-
¢tures, which retained their original beauty in the
age of Plutarch. This was aconﬁderable fum, and
thews, that the Greeks, in thofe early times, had
an idea of magmﬁcent and expenfive ‘works ; yet
obferve at the fame txme, that when it was left to

Argﬁzdes
‘* Herod. lib. 1. f

4 In the life of Ariftides.
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Apriftides to tax the Grecian ftates, in order to maina

tain a conftant .war.againft ‘the Perfians, he:taxed
them only at the rate of 460 talents,: or 89,1257

Sterling. “With this inconfiderable fum, an'army
of 10,000 - foot, 1600 horfe, iand 100 thips: of

‘war were to be fupported. - Now, - fuppofing <100

in each fhip (tho’ the antient 'thips’ of war ‘had
often - many more) each ‘man and horfe will’not
have three pence for daily maintenance, .tho’ "nos
thing be allowed for other . neceffary expences” of
fuch an army ‘and navy. This thews how little
was thought fufficient for purchaﬁng the neceﬁ'arles
of life; -+ PR Rt e A

- 'THE fame con_]e&ure may be formed from the

. account which “Plutarch* gives “of  the generofity

of thé Trezenians,. who, by a'public decree, or-
dered the parents, wives and children. of thofe 4-
thenians, who:had: generoufly left their city, and
betaken themfelves to their thips, during the JMe-
dian war,. to be maintained at the pubhc charge 3

for this purpofe they diftributed daily two oboli to

each of them, or two pence 2} farthings Szerling. -
More than 50 years after this, about the end
of the Peloponnefian war, the feamen in the Grecian

flects had only three oboli, or - lefs than four pence
a dayt. The Lacedemonians indeed gave four oboli,

which is almoft 53 pence. But this was not "ne-
ceffary 5 and the Lacedemonians did it only to en-

courage

* Plutarch. in Themiftocl.
+ Idem in Alcibiad,

e
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courage them, as :the money  they received from
Cyrus enabled them eifily to bear. the expence, -

: . * - -~ . -
S PLuTarcH¥ takes notice; that two women; ve-
ry nearly related to Arifides, when they were poor,

had but half a drackma, or about 3% pence, a day .

allowed them out of the public:.treafury. for their
fubfiftence : - indeed afterwards this allowance was
doubled. At any rate ‘this was a {mall: matter for

perfons of their rank, if neceffaries had not been -

got-almoft for nothing.-- - -..: .. -
. SocraTEs fays t0 Critobulus +; that he believed,
if he'was to fell his houfe with all ‘he’ had, and
could make a good bargain, he might get five
mine for it, or 161 25, 114, So poor was Socra-
#es.:He was indeed reckoned .poar at’ that time;
yet he fays in thé fame paflage, that he conld fup-
ply himfelf plentifully with all the neceffaries of life.

We may be apt perhaps to - attribute this to the

moderation of {o great a man, and. the willingnefs
of his friends to affit him; but we ought to con-
fider at the fame ‘time, that fuch a reprefentation
had been improper, if both houfes and living had

not been very cheap at Athens. - SR
Ir we confider the fituation of the Roman affairs,
we fhall find, that during the {ame period, thatis,
from the days of Targuin the elder, until a little
after - the  death of Cumillus, a {mall por.tioﬁ of
ground was fufficient to maintain very gaod fami-
lies,

* In the life of driffides,
+ Xenophon oeconom,
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lies, and that the:pricés of neceffaries were very
low ; nay, that long afterwards, when Italy had
grown.very rich,  there! was flill a great difpropor-
tion. between" the'! prices of neceffaries and' thofe of
ornaments 3 'and “that there was fuch plenty of
provifions, as gave great encouragement to marry.
- +In the life of Walerius -~ Poplicola, Plutarch’ gives
account of the prices of theep'and oxen. A theep.
was valued at ten’ oboli, or very near ‘thirteen
pence Sterling, ‘and an ox at ten times the fum,’ or.
ten fhillings ten pence. . Poplicole. died  about the
time of the battle:of Marathon : hence it is pro=
bable, : that .provifions were much about thefame
price at this time; .both in ltaly and Greece. . - - ;
«. Inv.the manners of the elder Cato, who was con-
temporary with Scipio Africanus, we may fee the
frugal laborious life of the more “antient Romans ;
how little they ftood in need of, and of - courfe at

_ how fmall an expence they might fupport families.

Plutarch relates *, that even while he was General
“or Conful, henever wore cloaths which coft more
than 100 drachime, or 3l 4s. 47d. Sterling ; .and;
that the provifions for his table at dinner never
coft more than :30 dosdpie, much about two fhil-
lings. e
But notwithftanding the cheapnefs of living,
and the low prices of what was - neceffary for the
bulk of men, -there was much money at this time
S ' both

#* In Cat, Cenfor.
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both i Greece’ and Italy § fof Ornaments, delicas

¢ies and curiofities often gave a greéat prices
Arcisiapes- got with his wife a foftuné of

20 tdlents, or 3855/ Sterling i he had a favourite

dogs which coft im 70 mine, or 2361 Sterling®,

“Tuucipipes introduces Pericles acquainting the

Athenians; at the beginning of the "Peloponne:
Sean war, that their allies contributed yearly 600
talents -} of taxes, or 116,250/, 5 that at that time
there were 6000 talents of coined money in their
caftle; ar 1,162,500% 3 that there had been'in it
not long befote 9700. talents; or 1,879,375 7.3
but that 4000 talents, or 475;000/. had been fpent
upon the gatés of their caftle 1, and other buildings;
together with what was {pent upon the expedition
to Potides 3 that the uncoined gold and filver of
the public and private denations, and the facred
veflels for their proceffions and exercifes; the Me-
diair {poils, and other things of the fame nature;

could not be valued at lefs than goo talents, or

96,8757, 5 that there were great riches in their
temples; and that the ftatue of their ‘goddefs
weighed about 40 talents of pure gold |,
| ‘ - THAT
* Plutarch. in Alcibiad. "
+ Thucidid. lib. 2. cap. 13.
T Ta mporvaaia 7iic anpororews. - :
|| This was the ftatue of Minerva, made by the celebrated.
Phidias. Now, reckoning gold to filver, as 10 to 1, which
was the antient proportion, the gold of this ftatue was 77,500
J. butif we reckon according to the modern proportion of
16 to 1, it was much more valuable.

i m,mj eI
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THAT the Athenians had 10,000 talents in. their
treafury, at the beginning of the Peloponnefian

war, is confirmed by Jfocrates*, who obferves al-

fo, that Pericles brought into it 8coo talents +
befides what was deftined for facred ufes; and
that the Perfians had given the Lacedemonians
5000 talents to maintain the war againft the 4te-
miansf. . o

Herioporus, as quoted by Suidas|, relatesy
that the caftle of Arbens was completed 'in five
years, had five gates, and coft 2012 talents, or
389,8251. | -
- DEmosTEENES fays, that the revenues of Athejs
were once 1 30 talents, or25,187 1 105, Sterling **
that afterwards they amounted to 400 talents, o;
77>500 L And Xenophon ++ calculates, that.-ap
the beginning of the Peloponnefian ‘war, they were
1000 talents, or 193,750/ R

‘THE fame Xenophon after the retreat of ‘the
10,000, fold his horfe for 50 Darics, a gold coin,
reckoned worth 1/ 125, 3% According tc;
which computation he got for his horfe 80/, 145,

R 9d.

* Ifocrat. de pace, p. 287,

+ Ibid. p. g02. ’

‘Es d% 1iv dupimonsy oy IrEy Ry EnT anis XiMa rdrayre
Xopic Tov lepar. 4 |

1 Ibid. p. 295.

| Suidas in voce TPOT Y~ 55

** Philippic. 4.

++ Anabaf. Lib. .
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g d..*.-; But this-was an mconﬁderable price, when
compared with that which Alexander gave for Bu-
cephalus, during his father’s life, viz. 13- talents,
no lefs than 2518/ A great price indeed 1!

Tug elder Tarquin is faid to have laid out upen

| the foundation of the Capztol 40,000 libre of fil-:
ver, or 109,284 7. 1. , |
ArteR thefe examples, and fo plam documents
of the great fums- of ‘money, :and -high prices of
things ‘merely,. ornamental arhong the Greeks and
Romans, it can fearce be fuppofed, that the cheap-
nefs of living, and the low prices of the moft com-
mon food, were occafioned by fcarcity of -money :
’tis more probable this arofe from that vaft plen-
ty. of neceffaries, - which _proceeded from hence,

that. fo great a proportion.-of .the people . apphed

themfelves to pafturage and agriculture.

But what I fhall obferve immediately, will go - |

near to be demﬁve >Tis certain, -that -even after
the fecond Punic war, and the conquefts of Sicily
and Macedonia, when there was furely great plen-
ty of money in Jtaly, the neceffaries  of life. were
extremely cheap; nay, even in the time of the
cmperors, when riches flowed from all quarters,
when luxury rofe to the higheft pitch at which per-
haps it ever arrived, and when the Romans were
giving extravagant prices for trifles and delicacies,

common prov1ﬁons, which were neceffary for the
. bulk
* Anabalf, lib. 7,
+ Plutarch. in Alexand.
1 Plutarch. in Poplicola.
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-bulk of the people, were.not ‘proportionally "dear.
‘This cannot well be accounted for, unlefs they
were In very great plenty.

- Accorping to Polybius, the Sicilian medinmiis of

' .wheat .was' even .in his'time fold" commonly, ‘in’

{ome parts of Jtaly, for four 0boli y: the fame quan-
tity of barley for two oboli 5 ::the! metretesof wine
for the fame price.” Now, i the - medimnus Siculus
did not:differ much from -the medimnus Atticus
Georgicus, -it - contained more than ﬁx,’Englz'ﬂJ,“- cr
four Scotch. pecks; that is, fix : Englifh : pecks -of
wheat were fold for 52d. Sterling ; fix Englifh. pecks
of barley for half as much; and more than ten
Englifb :gallons of wine for. the- fame :low price.
Such being the ftate of the cafe in the age of Poly-
bius, when there was no fcarcity either of .men or
money, this: thews the. prodigious abundance of
common food. ' At thisrate the Englifh quarter of
wheat would coft but half-a-crown,  the quarter. of
‘barley but fifteen pence, : and the Scofch ball lefs
than one thilling Sterling. - This brings ‘the prices
lower than in the days of Seloz; and provmcr too
much, may perhaps be thought to prove.nothing;

or at leaft, it may:be -imagined, - that the mea-

fures are not exa&ly known ~But~what Polybius
adds, will ferve to obviate this objection, - and

thew, that at any rate we cannot be much miftaken:

for he obferves further, that:there was fuch plenty

of provifions in the north of fzaly at that time, that

a traveller -was well entertained in‘an inn with all

neceffaries
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_neceﬁ‘arles he wanted, and feldom paid more ‘than
the quarter of an ‘obolusy.-lefs than one - third 'of ‘a

penny Sterling *.  How.cheap and abundant muft
provifions have been, and how eafily. might a fa-
mily, be maintained in fuch a ﬁtuatlon! -~ And how
eafily might a family. be maintaiped ftill, - what'a

prodigious quantity of food might be raifed, and

how cheap would provifions be “in Britain, were
all or the greatei‘c part of .thofe;:.who "are-at pre-

fent employed in ‘procuring ornaments, as indu-

ftrious :in . raifing grain, and" breeding cattle, as
they are in prowdmg toys, and admxmitrmg to
luxury' rf L .

Frowm the days of Pa{ybzm, the Ramans 1ncreafed
1in power__gmd riches: and, during the reign of  Au-
guftusy and: for fome -time . afterwards, :riches and
luxury came to the greateft height 3 the .moft ex-
travagant -prices were paid for . delicacies ; ‘and the
rich lived at an.expence  unknown -tomodern
ages 3 -of which T fhall: give a few .examples from
Arbutbnor’s tables of antient coins, &, :
. In thofe times many of the Ramazm were im-
menfely rich. S 1 LRI B

ApIcIus was worth 807,291 l. 135, 44

CRISPUS, 3 BurOher of Vercelles, ‘1 614,5832
6s. 8d:- S

MARCUS CRASSUS was- worth the fame fum

DEMETRIUS, a lzlzertus of Poﬂgpe_y, 4000 talents,
o1 7755000 L ~ :

PALLAS, a lzbe: tus of CZawdzzzs, 2,42 15875 Z,z.

2 SENECA
# }?olybms? Parifiis, 1609, folio, lib, z, p, 103.
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' Seneca’the phllofopher in four years made

‘.,421 875[ Conopmhive ey ririin o
LENTULUS the dztgur was worth 3,229,1661

_135 4d. : e

- C. C&:chws Isrooonus, altho he had loft
much in'the civil war, - left by will 4116 flaves,
3600 yoke of. oken, ‘of other- cattle 2 57,000, and

in ready money ° 484,375/

- POMPONTUS - A'r'rrcus got from hxs father |
16 145/ 165 84, : SRR
- THE patrzmony of Cato Minor was 1 9:375 A
Smwms, ‘in Virgil’ s life,: fays, he Was Worth
30,729! 38744 T g b
«-CIcERO’ effe@s muft - have been conﬁderable° |
he owns that he-had in 4fiz'14,7621 9si4d. "
GrEAT debts, as they are the effect of great cre:
dit, are an indication of great nches fome mﬁances
of which are as follow: = 0 e
- ‘Curro contracted a debt of 484, 3 75Z
JULIUS CESAR’S debts, - ‘before he had.- been in
any office, according to fomie; were 2,018 2291
35.44d. -According ‘to others, 807,2911 <13 5.
44.. According- to others, 221, 875Z Ci’({ﬁt&

-+ was his furety for 160,812 . 1035 Tk

"Mivro contracted debts to the fvm of 56 3,1041
35 44. GATI
ANTONY at the ides of Miréb]owed 322,916 /.
135.°44d.; which he paxd before thekalends ‘of April.
‘ OTHO, before -he’ was emperor, run in debt
I, 602 0831 6. - Sd il

THERE
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- TueRE. are fome circumftances with. refpect to
the eftate of M. Craffus, which will further. illu-
ftrate this fubject. . He had left him :by his father
300 talents, or 58,125/ which Plutarch. fays:he

improved to 7100 talents, or 1,375,625 % ‘He

had done this before he went on his Parthian expe-

dition ; . nay he had this ‘great eftate,: tho’: he had
feafted the Roman people, and _given. every. Ro-
man citizen a donative of three months provxﬁon of
CO{;HERE were fome of very 1ow rank and profef-
fions, Who acquu‘cd great eftates. Coblers, dyers,
and fhoemakers, gave publick thows to the people.

- As;both eftates and debts among the Romans

were often vaftly great, fo, thclr expenccs _were
reat in proportion,’ , -

¢ lpxcxgs,Pafter havmcr fpent in’ hxs kltchen
807,291/, and fquandexed ‘immenfe-grants and
penfions, ‘being at laft forced to. look into his ac-
counts ' for. the firft time, ; found he had a remain-
der. of 80,729/ 3. 44, -but thinking this -too
httle, he poifoned himfelf, for fear of ﬁarvxng

TIGELLIU.) a ﬁngex fpent in, ﬁve days 8072[

185 4d “
~ ALAGABALUS laxd out on a fuppcr 24,2181

i5s

CavnicuLra fpent ¢ on a fupper 80,729 4 3 5. 4:1

- VrTELLIus, in eating and drinking within the
year, fpent 7,265,625 1. Nay, Tacitus faith, he
fpent the fame fumin a few months,
o LUCULLUS 3
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LocuLLus’s eftablithment for - each fupper m:

he Apollo, was 1614/, 115, 84.

- VITELLIUS “eat- four tirnes: a-day, no’ fupper.,
‘breakfaft or collation under 3229/ 3. 44d.

* GreaT fums were given as donanves to the fol- '
‘dlers Sidont :

.- PavLrus ]EMILIUS ga.ve to each of his foldlers
75 Id .f, T R S AT A AT T

LUCULLUs gave to- cach of his foldiers '30 2.

138 61d.. After the taking' of 77 igranocerta, he

gave to each 250 165084, out of the fpoils
taken from Tigranes’s: army, “and- befides” left-the
town to be plundered, except king 77 igranes’s treas

fure; Where, among other rxches, he found in ready
“money 1,550, 000/ ' R

POMPEY, after he had overcome the pirates, in
his triumph,’ gave to the public and' the ‘queftors,
193,750/ and- to each foldier 487 8s. od.

Jurius C&sar gave at one time to “each foldier
of the veteran legions 167 2s5. 114, and to the
equites 193 1. 15s. At another time to each man

80l 145 7d. At another time, to each man

161l. 9s5. 24. - To the commander of a company
double, or 322 l. 185 4d. To the tribuni mi-
litum and the eguzz‘e.f, 6451 165 84d.

- BruTus gave to each foldier 1 2. - 125, 124,
Avcustus Casar gave to each foldier of the
prsetonan bands, after he had ferved fixteen - years,

161/ 95’24, Helefito each foldier of the ur-

“bane
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bans . cobortes 41.-83d5.To the praetonan foldxers '

8L 15 27 AR -

AT takmg Alexmzdrm, each Romazz foldler got '

8. 15, 5L 4. to. fave thetown. = " 50 _ ) Ly
Nr.Ro lald out. on. donatwes at- feveral times,
17,760,4161 165 4d S
.THE empetor: Marcus Antomnus gave a donanve
to each foldier of g6 175 6d. And, his col-
legue Lucius gave 161/. .95, 2 Aoy
PER"‘INAX affirms, .that he. cave a clona.nve to
the foldxers of 2, 179,687l 106, . il
.. Hzron king of .- Fudea gave in his life. at ‘once
41 165 42d. 3 andat his death 112 5. 124, to

each of his folchers. e e ,
Besipes donatives to the foldxers, the Romzm
€Mmperors gave. congiaria, ‘or glfts to the people.
JULIUS Czsar -gave to: each citizen, befides
tenmodzz of corn,and ten pounds of oil, 31 4. 74.
He bequeathed to-each of the people 21. 8. 5,,,d
- or,as fome fay, only 16 5. 13d. . .o oy
- Aucustus gave feveral fmaller congiaria - to the
people. ~ But at one ‘time he gave 2/. 15 1d,
not omitting the very chlldren, tho’ the common
cuftom "was not to'give to any, under -the age of
eleven. Eufébius,in his chronicon writes, -that, after
the battle of AFjum;. there were reekohed of Ro-
man citizens 4,160,000 : fuppofe there were only
‘t,wo,r‘n‘i__llions of thefe who received the foremen-

tioned, fum of 27 25 14d. it would amount to -

© 4,036,458/ 65, 84. _
| Avcustus

e s Nded et iz
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- AvcusTus left by his teﬁament to each: of the
common people, 24 845 5.d .
- NEroO gave a congiarium of 3 1. 45. 7 d:
- ANTONINUS’ PI—IILOSOPHUS gave a very large
congiarium of 61 9's. 2d. " . ulilh o
His fon Commodus gave -2 31 8 5. 24d '
SEVERUS gave a congmrzzmz of ten aurei, amount-»
ingto 1,614,583 6484, R
THE ambitus, or brlbmg for ofﬁces, was very
expenﬁve‘ : ~ ,
Miro, when he ftood for the confulate, bavc
to each voter 32 2. 85 104, .
JuLian promifed to each of the foldiers 2011
165 51 d. if they would chufe him emperor. -
- A man, employed as a fpy in Catiline’s- confpx~
racy, got 1614/ ‘115 84, L
Pavrus the- conful was bribed - by fﬁthus Cct’ﬁl?’
to be of his “party, with afum of 56 5101 85.,
4d Others call the fum 290 6251
“"Two confiderable bribes are- mentloned “in‘law-
fuits, one of 8oy2/. 18 5. 4.d Anol:hef of
5166 1. 135, Ad. ” S
" 'Garpivivs’ was accufed of takmg a Sum of
1,937,500/, 8
Tur révenues of the Roman emplre feem to
have been vaftly great. o
" Pavius Emicivs, after he had conquered Per-

| ﬁam king of Mﬂcedo;z, brought into the " treafuxy

185657901, 16 5. 8d. .
S L -USerETh
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ii:Serp1o - having conquered Aﬂtzocbu:, brought '

into it 1,614,583 L. 16 5.8 4d. - 5
Berork the third Pzzmc War, there was in the

treafury in the confulate of Sewtus Funius and La-
cius Aurelius, in gold and filver,  bullion and
coined money (reckoning the gold only ten times

the value of the filver) 566,5772 125 83d.
In the beginning of the focial war, it is faid,

there were above fifty two millions in the treafury ;

but it is thought that the fum is.too extravagant,
and that the numbers are not corret.

JuLrus CzEsar brought at once mto - the treafu-

1y 12,593,750 /..

In the beginning of the civil war, when he en-

tex:ed_, into Rome, he tﬂook out of the treafury, in
gold and filver, bullion and ready money,

1095979 - 35 .44 -
- Tiser1vs left in. the treafury 21,796, 875!

And the revenues of the Whole ernplre muft have

_[pa/’ an fald at hls acceﬁ‘lon to the empue, was ex-
travagant, iz that more than 322 rmllxons
Sterling were neceffary - to fupport the common-
wealth. '

- LEeT,us now confider the pmces of . fome partx«
cular commodxtxes

Priny mentions a Jaclg-af's for a i‘talhon, bought |

f01 3229[ 35 4d.  And that in Celtiberia, a

provmce of “Spain, a fhe afs has bxoucrht colts to ‘

the value of 32291 35, 44d.
- Varro

‘purple, cof’c 3l 105 11d. The Tyrion double
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’VARRO fpeaks of an af§ fold in his own tlme at.
Rome for 484 1 7s. 64d. I
THE price of a peacock was Il 12 5. 3I 4
" A flock of an hundred of them was fold at a

"much dearer rate, for: 3;221 18 s.,};d.mOne of |

their eggs was worth 3. 23d. _
~Fine doves were fold the pair for 1/ 125. 32 d
Others of a finer kind were much dearer.’; Varro

. relatés,” that Avius refufed to give a pair of his un-

der 127, 185 44, when the merchant offeted
hlm 81 15 '5id. - :

| Tur Romans were more extravagant in the
prices of fith than of fowl. Fwvenal tells usof a
mullus -bought for 487 8s. 9d. According to

* Macrobius, there was paid for another the fum of

561 105, 12d. For a third, according to Pl-

‘ny, 641 115 8d. which he reckons the:more
‘wonderful, the mullus being a filh that {eldom

exceeded two pound weight.
. C.Hirrrus fold his fifh ponds for 32 291 Il
135. 4d4. This man would not fell, but he lent
6000 lampreys for Cegfar’s - triumphal fupper,
Lucullus’s fifh, after his death; were fold for the
fame price of 32,291/ 1345 4d. -
Pracuzs were fold at firft for 72 4. but after-

- wards they rofe to 45. 104,

. Larce. afparagus was foménmes fold for ﬁx

pence a-piece. TS
Tue pound of wool or cloth dyed a violet

dye
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dye- could fearce be'bought for 35729 5. <14 d. per
pound And the dying of one EﬂglgﬂJ pound of
wool-in fome cafes coft 42 10 5. -5 d. ,

LOLLIA ‘Pavrina, when, drefled . out in her ’

jewels, - wore about the value of 322, 916l 13 5

- 'T'HE triclinaria, or qu11ts or carpets were dear,
One is {aid to. have paid for fuch carpets 6458/,
65.- 8 d." Nero paid 32,291/ .13 5. 44d. ‘Some
paid for one piece of linnen 8072/ 184, 44.

THE vefies Byffine were very dear : . the weight
of apound Averdupoxs of . fuch cloths coﬁ: 49/,
125,

~'T'HE price of fuch ﬂavcs as were well fkilled in
the finer' arts was: very. high, . Senem relates,
that Calvifius Labinus had many Anagnofie flaves,
or fuch as were learned and could read to their ma-
fters; -and- that none of them was purchafed under
8oyl 5s. 104d. According. to- Pliny, . Daphnis
the - crrammamcm coft 56511 10d. " Rofpius the
actor could gain yearly 4036 2. gs. 2 d.. A o=
rio or’ fool was fold for 1612 9 5. 24,

~‘PicTuRrzs, ftarues, and’ other P1€CCS Of fine

workmanﬂnp gave great prices. .

Tue Medea and- ﬂ]ax of Timomachus were
bouoht by Fulius Ccé’f(l/‘ for - 15,500 4 Horm 1fius
paid. for- Cydia’s - Argonants 11621, "10 5. The

Venus Anadyomene (that is, iffuing out of - the fea)

was valued at 100 talents (for {o much tribute was

rem1tted) ar 19,3754 The Archigallus, or high-
prxei‘c

195, 1d. per ‘pound.
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prlcf’c 'of “Parrbafius, -of wluch i iberins - was very
fond, was - valued at 484.L° 75”7 6d.  Lucullus
bought the copy of Glycera, Pamphilus’s ‘maid,
the original being painted by Pamphilus. himfelfy
for 3974 105 The flatue of Apollo in the: Ca~
pitol brought from Pontus by Lucullm, which was
very large, coft 29,062 /. 10°s. " Lucullus bought
the Proz‘oplaﬁ;m, or model of  Venus Genetrix,: for.

4841 7s. 6d.- A model of pafte of acup was

purchafed for 193/ 155 G ‘Graichus - bought
filver Dolphins at 40 /.74 s. 3% 4. the pound.. Craf~
Jus had feveral filver veflels bought at 487 8s.
g d. the pound. - And reckoning according to- the
ftandard of our coin, and the Engl ifb. pound, the
mere Workmanfhlp of the -plate comes to 48 %
The Romans were Very

coftly in their fvzzfcz murrbing, and in their Trulle :
one that held 3% pints, coft 645 L 16 5. 84.

TuE prices of books, and the rewards of fuchas
taught the fciences, of orators and phyficians,
were alfo high. In thort, almoft every thing that -
was not neceffary for the bulk of the people, gave
great prices. Indeed modern ages can {carce
form an idea of the riches, magpnificence, and Iu»
xury of the Rowmais in the declenfion of their com-
monwealth, and the beginning of their monar—

..Ch * i
d As

¥ As Mr. /!;but/:zzot has madc {olarge acolleChon of the
- .- - ‘prices
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-+As-the riches and luxury of the great” men in
Rome increafed fo prodigioufly, this muft have oc-

cafioned a vaft circulation, and a general plenty

.of gold and filver;’ nor was it poﬁible to confine
the money to a few hands:: however, the necef-
- faries of hfe -continued " at a moderate pnce, and
did not rife-in-their value in proportion to the
high rates Wthh were fet on the materials of lu-

. Xury, .

price of theep and oxen was very low inthe days
of Valerius Poplicola. 'We may further learn from

' Pliny, : that Manius Martius, an Adile, procured

corn for the people; at the rate of an as the - mo-
dius 3 which is lefs than two thillings half penny
Sterling the Engl ifh. quarter, or abaut one Ih1llmg
{ix pence "the Scotch boll. - And that Minutius Au-
gurinys,. the eleventh' tribune of the people, re-
duced the price of corn to this rate in three mar-

- VarRro,

' ~pnces of various forts of commodmes ; and as xt is generally '

known, in what an expenfive manner the .Romam lived for
fome time before and after the age of Augu/lm, bi have fatis-
fied myfelf with takmg the examples I have given, from p.
132: and the calculation of the value i our money out of his_
collection ; the reft of the quotations, both in the Difertation

-, and Appendix, are taken from the original authors.

* Sce above p. 127.
-7+ Manius Martius adilis plebis prxmum frumentum pogulo

. in modios affibus donavit, Minptiug Augurinus, qui Sp. Meli-

um

ES

WE have feen already from Pluzﬂrc/o  that the
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Varro, quoted by Pliny, relates, that. when
L. Metellus led a great number of elephants in tri-
umph, one might have purchafed, for about three
farthings, 1.014 Englifb pecks :of corn (of Scotch
pecks .68 8) of dried figs more than 2% pounds
Engl ifb weight, of fleth 10 pounds 11 ounces, and of
oil more than g pounds. This L. Metcllus, ac-

cording to the fafti confulares, could not have been

fo early as the 500 year of Rome*. .
In one of Gicero’s orations aoamﬁ Verres, . we
may_-fec the prices of corn, . when ‘both “the Ra{mm

power and luxury were become high. . He men-
tions two_kinds of corn in Sicily, the decumanum
-and the Zmperatum 5 the decumanum was bought

for three feftertii the Roman modius, or the Englifh
peck for five pence three farthings, and the Scotch
peck for eight pence.. The smperatum was highers

~ o . for

um coarguerét farris pretium in trinis nundinis ad aﬁ’em ‘re-
degxt undecimus plebei tribunus. Plin. nat. hift. lib.'18. cap 3

#* M. Varro auftor eft, cum L. Metellus in triumpho plu-
rimos duxit elephantos, afibus fingulis farris modios fuiffe, i~

tem vini congios, ficique ficcze pondo 30. olei pondo 10. car-

nis pondo 1z. - Plin. hift. nat.-lib. 18. €ap. 3.
 He adds in the /ame céapter

Q_:Bnam €ergo tantz ubertatis caufa erat ? Ipfomm tunc
manibus imperatorum colebantur agri (ut fas eft credere)
gaudente terra vomere laure’zto, & triumphali aratore: five
illi eadem cura femina traGtabant, qua bella; eadem-
demque dzhgentxa arva dlfponebant qua caftra ; five honeftis
manibus omma lecnus provcmunt, quomam et (:unoﬁuc
finnt.
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for -the Roinan modzw coft four feftertii; or the Eiig-
Ui peck feven pence two farthings, and the Scotch
peck eleven pence.- ‘According to’ this eftimation
the fenate ordained money to be ‘given to Verres
for buying corn in Sicily.  But it appears fromi
this oration, that no body in ‘Sicily at that time got
more than fifreen fefterces for the medimmns of corn
(thch was fix ‘Roman ‘modii). - At thls rate the
Roman modins coft 2% fefterces, or the Engl ifb peck
four: pence three farthings, and- the Scotch peck
feven pence. But while Verres was prator of Si-
cily, the prices ‘were - fometimes - Iowei, and the
Romzm modius was fold for two fefrerces®. - * ~
" From " which it ‘appears, that" notW1thf’tand1ng
the vaft luxury and immenfe riches of ITtaly, corn
mlght be bought in the neighbouring ifle of Sicily
cheaper than it-is often with"us; and that the
price of it was but little affe¢ted by thefe extrava-
gant prlces which were glven for dehcacxcs and
ornaments. . |
AFTER Rome was burnt in the tlme of Nero,
we learn from Tacitus +, that the pnce of corn was
SRS o . reduced
* In medimna fingula video ex )itéris‘publicis tibi Halefi-
nos H—s quinos denos dediffe. Oftendam ex tabulis locu-

.pletxﬁ"xmorum aratorum, eodem tempore neminem *in Slcﬂn

pluns ﬁumentum vendidiffe. ' :
"Eft enim modms lege H—s 111. zftimatus. fmt autem, te
pwetore, ut tu in multum epiftolis ad amicos tuo:. glouarls,
H————s 11. Cic. tert. Verr. - : Y -
+ Pretiumque framenti minutum ufgue ad ternos nummos.

Tacxt annal. lib, 15, cap. 39.
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fedu ted to three nummi. - This fhews it had been

highér'be.fore: ‘but we _"qan‘ hardly fuppofe it had
been higher than four: If it was reduced a fourth

‘part;. it was a great deal. . From hence it appears

plainly; thdt in times of the greateft luxury,
when curiofities gave the moft extravagant prxces,
torn never rofe in proportion, - s
- Ido not “however -pretend; - that the prices of
corn were never higher; but it feems  evident,
that they are often higher among us; than they
were among the Romans in the height of their gran -
deur,” when the people of rank lived at a much
greater éxpence; than the richeft and moft -extra-
vagant among us, and when they. had eftates; of
which we moderns have fcarce any conception,
- Bur the truth of our hypothefis appears in’ the

cleareft light from what Cornelins Nepos informs us;

concerning ‘the expences of Pomponius Atticys:
indeed this paflage alone is almoft decifive.. He
obferves, that Atticus had a very good houfe,
made ufe of all the beft things, entertained perfons
of all ranks, and yet {pent no more than g/ 13s.
gd. in the month, or in the whole year 116/
5s.*% A very fmall fum for one of the moft

| - T . rich

* Nam cum eflet pecuniofus, nemo iflo minus fuit emax,
minus zdificator. Neque tamen non in primis bene habita-
vit, omnibufque optimis rebus ufus eft. Elegans, non
magnificus ; fplendidus, non fumptuofus; omni diligentia
munditiemn, non affluentiam affe@abat,  Supellex modica,

non




“of -{fuch plenty -and magnificence. .

"did  not throw "away his money on delicacies,

“when luxury increafed, and great men were very

- ftry directed in a proper manner.
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‘rich and moft eminent citizens of Rome, in times
This is ac-
counted " for *in the' moft probable way by what
the -hiftorian adds, that he was elegant, not
magnificent, fplendid ' not {fumptuous, affected
neatnefs, not fuperfluity : in fhort, that he loved
the antient fimplicity, lived on plain food, and

which could not be purchafed, unlefs for extra-
vagant prices. - How cheap mu{’c plam food have
bcen at that time!:

- In general, a great deal of the pr1m1t1ve fim-
phmty “remained “long- in the world : and even

expenfive, the antient - tafte, accompanied with
an mduﬂ:ry, which was direted chiefly to the im-
provement of agriculture, produced the neceffaries
of life in great plenty. -Simplicity - and frugality
cannot " alone make nations great and populous :
mankind muft alfo be induftrious, and their indu-
‘Thus induftry,
which in-antient times was directed to the provi-

fion

non multa, ut in neutram partem confpici poflet. Nec hoc
prmtenbo (quanquam nonnullis leve vifum iri putem) cum
in primis lautus eflet eques Romanus & non parum liberaliter
domum fuam omnium ordinum homines invitaret; fcimus
non amplius, quam terna millia ris, perzque in fingulos
menfes, ex ephemeride eum expenfum fumptui ferre " folitum.
Atque hoc non auditum, fed cognitum pradicamus. Szpe
enim propter familiaritatem, domefticis rebus interfuimus.
Vita Pomp. Attic. cap. 13.
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fion of food, caufed a wonderful plenty “and
from hence in an’ efpecial manner, we may-account
for the fupenor populoufnefs of many antient’ na-

" tions.

To Whét has been faid I would add, that the,
countries we . have chiefly in view muft have been
beft. peopled, when all the: caufes operated moft

ﬁrongly ; that is, as one may conjeéture about:t
the time of Alexander the Great, and before’ thc‘

Roman empire had enflaved the world. \

Some of thofe caufes which have been affigned:
for the {carcity of people in modern times, /2.
the great number of unmarried priefts and women’
in Popifh countries, the difference between antient
and modern cuftoms with refpect to fervants ‘and
the maintenance of the poor, - the right of primo-
geniture, the great number of foldiers in Europe,
the extenﬁve trade with the Eaft and Weft. Indies,
the larcrenefs of modern governments, - compared

with that of the antient, and finally, the greater

ﬁmphmty of the antient world feem to be fo fixed,
and the methods of hvxng arifing from them," and

founded upon them, fo deeply rooted, that there

is not the fmalleft profpect at prefent of any con-
fiderable alteration in thofe articles. Nay, not
only is there not the leaft -appearance, but ' there
{eems not to be even the fmalleft chance, that there
thall be any fudden increafe of mankind, equal to
what appeared in antient times. It were however
to be withed, that as the bountiful Author of na-

ture

f47j
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ture formed this earth chiefly for an habltatlon tQ
man, . and as with right culture jt might fupport
a much greater number than atually live upon it,-
the prefent fcarc1ty of people in fo many countries
was more attended to, and that praper ‘fchemes
were propofecl for putting things on a better faot--
ing, ; iIndeed it is true,. that thofe who are em-
ployed in the aclmml[’cratmn of public affairs, are
alone - able’ to carry fuch fchemes into’ execunon,

yet every. private citizen may be allowed to em-
ploy himfelf in fpeculations,’ about fuch matters -

as'may tend to the good of his country. ‘This i is
the only apology I thall oﬁ‘er, for makxng a few
obfervanons on the ftate of Scotiand.

. In general, acountry can never be fald to be fuffie
c1ently peopled while either there are great tralts of-
land, -that" are not cultlvated to that degree which-

they can eafily bear, or while a very great partof the
grain,: fruits, and cattle which the country atually
produces, is not confumed at home Indeed it may

be profitable in feveral cafes to export corn and.
cattle, as well as other commodmes, yet a coun-.

try is furely moft powerful when it has abundance
of people to confume its grain and . cattle at
home, and when its lands are cultivated- to the full
Till all countries are peopled in this manner, the
earth i is not replemihed with that number of mha-
bxtants which it is able to maintain, |
Howevnn, in thlS a latitude muﬁ be allowed

For tlns fcheme, if ca,rrred toits urmoi’c extent, Would
be

—
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be an hindrance .to mutual commerce. And if.
the whole earth were culuvated to the full; ‘and
every country had a number of mhab1tants fuffi~
cient to confume its own produ& many would
perith at particular times by bad crops and faminess
but a danger fo diftant needs not alarm, as.from
the prefent condition-of the world, " there i is not the

- leaft reafon to fear, that the earth lhall be culti<

vated to the full, and every country be plentxfully -

ftored with mhabn:ants
- In particular, szz‘ Britain,. efpec:ally the nor-
thern part of it, is not peopled to the full, ‘fince

~ there are both great tracts of land uncultxvated

‘and a great deal of grain exported,

- 'THE caufes of this may be eafily deduced from ,

what has been fald above; and among others,

thefe followmg are remarkable. . -
~Firf. Many of our youth leave the country,

and ‘go abroad to pulh their fortunes, becaufe,

thro’ fome defet in our policy, they either cannot

have bufinefs at home, or ‘cannot raife fuch for-
tunes as will fatisfy their ambition.
Secondly. ‘Many who remain at home,’ partlcu-

larly the younger fons of the richer famxhes, ei-

ther imagine themfelves not to be, or in reality
are not able to maintain families fuitable to their
bxrth ar, tho’ able durmg their own'’life, "yet

cannot leave a fufficient provxﬁon for their families
a.fter their death;

from

/

and “thus - are " difcouraged |

/’Z ?\//

I/ \.
\

2
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from: marrying : for both which reaf’ons many-
of.our women are, and muft be unmarried.

. FURTHER, it may be obferved, that our landsare
not fufficiently cultivated, even where they are ca-
pable of great improvement.. Hence large tracts,
ferve only to maintain a fmall number of people.
.. Ir we afk, why our lands are fo ill cultivated,
befides the obvious caufes arifing from the poverty
and upfkilfulnefs of many of our farmers, the thort-

nefs of theirleafes, and other things which will occur:

upon the leaft reflexion, it is not a little owing to
a want of inclination for agriculture, and evento a
contempt of it in many of the richer fort. This puts
them upon educating their younger fons, either to
fome of the liberal profeffions, or to the army, or

merchandize, or fome of the more genteel mecha-

nic employments, but feldom or never' ta agricul-
ture. It is true, of late, a hetter fpirit has arifen
for improving lands, as well ‘as .manufatures ;
yet it muft be owned, our fchemes are. flill very
defective, and agrxculturc has never been f{uffi-
ciently encouraged. ,

Twus having taken notice of fome of thofe cau-

fes, which prevent the culture of the lands, and
of courfe the increafe of the people in- North Bri-
sainy. itis plain, that things might be greatly
reftified, were due attention given to the advan-
tages of agriculture, ‘and dug encouragement gwen
to carry it on with fpirit, , :

f
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In thlS view it may be confidered; :that, the’
it thould be allowed, -we have often more grain
and cattle than we confume at home, whence there

s lefs encouragement to cultivate our lands ; yet

fince “in the prefent condition :of . Scotland,
Bntam, and.of Europe, there is room for export-
ing both, it cannot be faid, that great profits may

- not arife from cultivating lands.

Bur if inftead of having “grain : to export
‘out of Scotland, it is true, more is imported
than exported, and that we often want fupplies
from England or Ireland, the argument for -en-
couraging agriculture becomes ftronger. At leaft,
whatever may be in this, it is certain, our agricul-

‘ture has not of late kept pace with' our manufa-

¢tures, which makes living in the principal towns

of Scozland dearer than in many of the towns and

counties in England.
BesipEs, as the former reafonings tend to thew,

“that the plenty and cheapnefs of the moft fimple

food, is the great encouragement to the bulk of
mankind to marry, and of confequence - a great

{ource of populoufnefs : on this account grain and
- cattle can fcarce be.in too great plenty, or their -

prices too cheap.

T1s true it 'may be faid, and often with too
much truth, that great plenty and cheapnefs. of
provifions hinder labour, render fervants and the
poorer fort of the people idle and infolent, and im-

- poverifh both the landed gentlemen and the farm-

€rs.
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érs. Bu‘t this is only-a very pa‘rtia.l andiz vgrz
narrocw view of the matter ; . for this - ;dlen;: s 1an
infolerice proceed$ chiefly from an atiglqufl‘ta p ;:;
7; whi ens only at particular times; and
ty; which happens onl il o5 an
in for Ct fons; Were therea ¢ nt
in fome particular feals Were there a con'
' {s; with 4 tolerable policy
bundance and cheapnels; | policy
?n other refpects; this would have the :happlei{;: in-
fuence in ftrengthening a nation; by the vatt in
of the people. - } o
Cregf;(; Tcon%negl -obfervations; and fugh narrow
maxims concerning the danger of plenty, are €x-
mely juft, if the great body of a people are _0r§-
§1’€ to %e managed and treated’in that mannery
YI ich may render them moft fervicc?ab’le for fup-.
Wlrtin the grandeur, and heightening the luxur)f
P? a fegw . but maxims of thiskind can never fu;e—
;)y ferve t,o make a nation in general great and po-
or fociety happy: T
Pui?sgrder therefore to increafe the ftock hof
covifions, it would be of great adva.ntage.l (11: at
a L men, inftead of breeding all .then' chi reig
:;C the ;mployments. before mentioned, woulc
’ iculture.
 educate fome of them for agricu o
Cd?\?limy things recommend fuch a plat:x, could
oung sentlemen’ once be brought to a juft taﬁ:;
Zf life an to relith fo ufeful an employment. |
“fhall only obferve,™ o
ﬂm:lIl‘:ZTythere ar; many places in Scotland, where

e ¢ ’ d where
' a moderate rent, and W
leafes may be got at ‘ ey

rith ¥,
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plénty of lime, marle; and othet materials for irm-
provemient ‘may.be found. : Now, if people of fubs
ftance were WeIl‘i.nﬂrué‘téd»in‘k:oiihtry affairs, agri-
Cﬂjtqfe is an et_i%xploymept"thich' they might “tdrn
to great account. They might live miore innocent--
ly and agreeably;and bid faif to be moré rich and.
more happy than in moft profeffions. Dirty houfes
and naftinefs; ‘tho™too 'C‘omtﬁbnfin. our own, ‘and’
and jnfépgrablg_ attendants. - - SRR

‘And, asthereare fill many idle hands arriong us,’
notwithftanding a growing fpirit of induftry’ un-
known to our anceftors, ' it would greatly promote

perhaps moft other countries, are not its neceffary

| agv'ricu\lth'rc}',i‘ and c'ontribugé ‘much’ to the value and

improvement of lands, ' if the moft ufeful matu-
factures were erected in the villages; and fupported
by rich men of all ranks. " Thus the manufaGur-
ers ‘would encourage agriculture, by “providing

. markets for the produce of -v'thé‘lands; the hufband-

men would encourage mé.nﬁfa&urer‘s,_ -by" purcha-
fing their commodities ; and both together would

confpire, by united endeavours, to make the lands

fertile, the' country populous, ‘and fociety *flous

* It may perhaps be thought, that T have loft fight of the -
preceeding reafoning.  Bit tho’ I am,of opinion, , that
too greata variety of mamufatures are difadvantageous,
fome muft always be allowed to Igeﬁéceﬁ'ary 5 and gs»jt
annot be' expected, that the antient taflc can all at opce be

‘revived, it is even better that people be employed in lefs .
“neceffary arts, than be altogether idle, '

et et ¢
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BY fuch methods, i the better fort of families in
| .Scotlzmd might keep many of their fons at home,

greatly augment the number of the people, con-

tribute to' the improvement of - lands and the
growth of manufatures, banifh idlenefs, and fet
a good example -before thofe of an inferior rank
nor could this fail to have an happy mﬂuence on
the religion and morals of the people. @

. A fcheme might alfo be devifed, for fup-,
porting the families of fuch as can eaﬁly provxdc
for themfelves and their families while alive, but
cannot fo certamly provide for their WldOWS and

chlldren, ifthey happentodieat an early time of life.

~ This fcheme might be fomewhat after the model of
that la,tely e{’cabhfhed by law, fora provxﬁon for the
- widows and chxldren of the mlmfterq of the church

and the ma{’cers in the umverﬁtles of Scotlmzd ViR

by ere&mg one large, .or feveral finall focieties of
married men, . who thould pay either all at once,
or. annually, “during their lives, certain {ums,
greater or lefs, as they. might judge . convenient,
on condition, that proportional fums be pa1d after
theu death to thelr widows or chlldren, in fuch

. mannel, and with fuch prov1ﬁons, as mlght bev

 thought moft proper. Such focieties might be a
fecurity for the fupport of widows and children,
on the event of the hufband’s or parent’s death, be

~ as ufeful in pohcy as banks, cafh accounts, and
1nfurance offices in the mercannle world, and be
a great encouraorcment to marry It is chleﬂy by

encouraging

 §
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encouraging marriage, by keeping our: youth at

‘home, ‘and'by taking a'greater turn to’agricul-

ture ‘and -the :moft ufeful manufa&ures, “that it
feems poffible, in the prefent circumftances of the
world, to increafe the number of the people i a-
ny one country,” without draining other places of a

| proportional number of théir inhabitants'.' IRCERS I

L

THE pecuhar ﬁtuanon and W1ldnefs of one’ part
I mean the highlands of Scotland, ‘make mie ipre-
fume, ere I conclude this Differtation, to add fome

obfervations on the ftate of a part of my country;

which, tho’ at prefent. almoft a defert;is able to
maintain a great number of people, and whofe pre-

fent inhabitants’ are overwhelmed with ignorance

and barbarity; tho’ capable. of 'the: fame civility,
wln,ch_ dlf’cmgudhes thereft of the fub_]e&s_ of Britain.
_.Tue late unprovoked - rebellion, raifed by the
rude . inhabitants: of thefe:wilds, - in' order to

dethrone the beft of kings, to. overturn the beft of
| governments, ‘and to undo the liberty of - Britain,

having come to fo great and fo unexpeéted an
height, and having thereby awakened the attention

~ of the government, as well'as that of others, 'who
. had mﬂuence swith thofe in:‘the adminiftration of

affairs, has produced fome excellent " laws, ‘by
which the liberty of the whole country is better
fecured, manufactures and other kindsof labour
are encouraged and promoted in Scotland, and the
inhabitants of the highlands 'may be brought from

'
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a ftate of barbarity and flavery, to a ftate of civi-
lity and mdependence. By the’ happy influence of
thefe ilaws; a fpiric.:for. induftry.-has’ fefzed the
minds of the peoplé, and in a few: years wrought
no inconfiderable” change on the country, . Indeed
tis impoffible to exprefs, how  great -obligations
every loyal fubject to:his Majei’cy, every zealoug
friend to the Proteftant Succeffion, and every fin-
cere affertor of the liberty of Britain has to thofe,

whofe hearty regard to the intéreft of theit country |

has produced thehappy profpe& we have at prefent,

of living far the future in peace, and feeing liberty -

penetrate into the moft rémote parts of the ifland:
Bu. this change has as yet chiefly affectéd thofe
parts of Scotland, whlch were tolerably well peopled
and'ithat by mhabltants, -who, tho’it" muft be
owned they.were not over induftrious, were yet ¢j-
vilized Before. The highlands continue il in their
formet: ftate of barbarxty and idlenefs; and indeed
will lohg ‘continue in it, .unlefs fome further fcheme
~ is'carried into execution, :whjch may, have a ‘more
immediate effect, ahd may make opulence and in-
duftry penétrate into their mnermoﬁ and moft di-
ftant parts; Unlefs.they penetrate thus- far, we
need nevef reckon we have done enough; for then,
and not till then, fhall the highlanders be civilized,
as-well: as the hlorhlands nnprovcd -How thls
may be effedted, - and mdu{’cry be made to pene-

grate thus far, muft be - left to the confideration of :

thofe who can apply the proper remedies.
However,
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- HowEvVER,--this much may.be faid in. general
that it is not by tillage chiefly,: and the encoufage-
ment of it, that elther the greateft part of the high:
lands can be fully cultivated, or the highlanders
themfelves civilized : for few-parts of . this' 'coun:
try feem, - éither by the nature of their foil, or their
fituation, te be fitted for producing cofn.: Crag-
gy 1 rocks ‘and high mountains - éover ‘the greateﬂ:
extent of it. Thexe are indéed, it muft be owned,
fome charming fpots and pleafant valleys,- which
admit of tillage. . But how, fcw and hQW mconﬁ«
derable are t:hefc:z1 e b o G- TR L

It feems therefore that the Iands ought to be
xmproved chiefly for pa{ture ;-and no doubt, if di-
vided intowell- dlfpofed inclofures, are very capable
of improvement in  this. way, 'and well: able o
maintain abundance of cattle..-: . "o d e

. Bur the inhabitants themfelves can only be civi-
hzed by, . being: made induftrious : - and as the
country does not feem to admxt ‘of ‘much:tillagg,
the only way in which thcy can be made induftri-
ous, is the introdu@®n of fome fort .of mduf’cry

- among them, different from agriculture, i ©c

... TuE abundance of their lakes, ‘the neighbous-
hood of the fea,- and the hardinefs of the: inhabi=
tants feem-immediately to point out one kindvof
induftry, “which it might be proper they were ems
ployed in. In this way they might pronde food
in.plenty, not only to themfelves, but “a" great
number of others. - By exporting their ‘fifh, they

might
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might acquire wealth ; . by acquiring wealth, they
would become mdu{tnous by being induftrious,
they: would .be civilized. Thus the highlands
might ‘at laﬁ: be well peopled, -and its inhabi-

~ tants help to promote the intereft of Britain.

.. FurTHER, were it poffible to fend fome mdu-

ﬁrlous tradefmen ‘and manufaGturers among them, -

who. might fet an immediate example of induftry
before their eyes, . this might engage them to be-
take themfelves fooner to honeft labour, For the
xght of the great profits of labour,-and of the affiu-
ence and abundance with which it fupphes the la-
bourer, would "naturally ‘ produce a love of thofe
proﬁts, and a defireof thatafluence and abundance.
Inpzep the laws which have been ena&ed,’ and
the fchermes which in confequence of ‘ thefe laws
have been'devifed for the 1mprovement and culti-

vation of this part of the country, ‘muft be con-

feffed to be extremiely ‘good, and: are: “irrefragable
documents of his Majefty’s and the legiflature’s re-

gard for ‘the good of the whole fubjeéts, as well -

as the welfare of thofe who are mfenﬁble of their
own felicity;. yet fomethmg feems to be ftill
wanted to.make mdu{’cry penetrate into the center

~How happy would it be, if a
few.villages, ftored with induftrious. hands, could

be-raifed in the wﬂde{’c and moﬁ rugged parts of

their country!. .
In fhort, thhout the wifeft and beft dxgeﬂed

‘[chemes, for prowdmc in 2 fpeedy manner againf}

-the

—

~ in the moft lively colours ;

~ and independence.
of philofophy ; fuch has been the language of re-
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the violence of thefe our delided countrymen, . for
fecuring liberty from - their infurrections, - and for
rooting out the fpirit of . clanthip and difaffeétion’

- from among them, not only the peace, but the

liberty of Britain thall becontinually in’ danger,
and their rudenefs and barbarity fhall, in all pro-
bability, leave them later than the remembrance
of the Pretender. He may be quite forgotten,

ere they fhall be cmhzed

C O N C L U S I O N
HivrosoruEers have been advifing, and Divines
calling upon mankind to cultivate - frugali-
ty, temperance, f{implicity, contentment: with a
little, ‘and patience of labour, demonftrating,that

thefe humble virtues are the only means by which -

they can expe to fecure folid, lafting, and inde-
pendent felicity. They have painted their charms
~deferibed in the moft

inviting manner, thatinward peace and tranqml—

lity of mind, which is the infeparable attendant on

thefe fober virtues; and taught, that it is-in this
way - alone that men can enjoy .happinefs, freedom,
Such has been the language

ligion. . :
Bur the cultivation of thefe wrtues not only

‘makes individuals ,»happy_, - but, from what has

been maintained in the preceeding Differtation, ap-
pears further to be the fureft way of rendering the

OIS SESRUI,
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‘earth . populousy: ‘and - making | focxety flourifh.

o ST

*Twas fimplicity.-of. Tafte; fiuigality; - patience. of
| Tabour, and contentment with a little;" which made

The decay.
of thefe virtues; and thie introduction of a corrupted

the world fo populous in antient times;

3({"/\lug

|

and luxurious tafte; ~have contributed in 2 great
meafiire. to d1m1th the numbers of mankmd m

modern days. - . N
From hence we may conclude, that 1t is not

the prevalency of luxury, but of fimplicity of tafte
among private citizens, which makes the public
flourith : and that private vices are far from be-
ing, what a notable writer has employed the whole

force of his genius to-demonftrate them to be; pu-

blic benefits. Indeed ’tis ridiculous to condemn:
elegance and reﬁnement of every kind." If dxfplayed
in public works, and thmgs of a’ durable nature,
they contribute to promote the happmefs, as well

~ asthe grandeur of fociety, and will be no hindrance

to populoufnefs ‘But if dlfplayed in'every the leaft
trifle in private life, - and employed to fatisfy the
ridiculous ta{‘ce and whimfical fancies®of ~each par-
ticular cmzen, ‘muft coritribute in a great degree to
diminifH the number of mankind, as the. conftant
labour, great expence, and vaft number of hands,
by which this luxury is maintained, muft make
the neceffaries of life fcarce and dear.

In' this manner the moft humble virtues are
foundtobe not only confiftent with, but greatly con-

ducwe to the populoufnefs and grandeur of fociety.
o F I N I S |

grgion L

APPENDIX

CONTAINING

Additional Obfervations concerning

the Numsers of MaNKIND in
~antient and modern Ages:
Wi T H
Some Remarks on Mr. Hume's Political Dif=

courfe, intituled, OF zhe Populoufnefs of
antient Nations.

: De hoc priufquam fesibamus, fiaec praemplenda videntur Ie-

&orlbus, ne alienos mores ad fuos referant, neve ea, quag
ipfis leviora funt, pari modo apud caeteros fuiffe arbitrentur.
€or. Nep, in Epaminond. cap. 1.

......
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Ince the preceeding Dg'ﬁzriaiz’m was compo-
S fed, a Difcourfe, Of the Populonfiefs of onti-
ent Nations, has been publifhed by Mr. Hume, in
which the learned Author depretiafés antiquity,
exaltsmodern times, and endeavoursto prove, byall
the arguments a lively and acute genius could fug-
geft, that the fuperior ‘populoufnefs of the antient
to that of the modern world, is not fo certain, as
is believed by the paffionate admirers of antiqui-
ty. | Lo

‘Tue author of the differtation,’ though much
Pleafed with that Gentleman’s uncommon inge-
nuity, and ftruck with the brilliancy of his argu-
ments, continued ftill to be of opinion, that what
{feemed to be confirmed by fo man § concurring. te-

{timonies, and to be fupported by the uniform e-

vidence of all antient hiftory, could not well be

* falfe. He fufpe@ted therefore, that M. Hume’s ar-

guments were ill-founded, and refolved to review
a fubjeét fo curious, fo important, and fo feitile
in confequences 3 and to try if he could difcover
the latent fallacy of thofe pompous  argu-
ments, which puzzled, but did not convince,
Thus, after having confidered more accurately the
force of his arguments, infpedted more carefully

| o X2  fome
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fome of the authors of antiquity, and reflefted

164

more attentively on the ftate of the antient world, .

he now offers to the publick the refult of his qb-

{fervations, in which he endeavours- to illuftrate
more fully fome tlﬁngs that were only binped at in
the differration ; and at the fame time to ’obviate
the objeCtions arifing from what Mr. Hume has
advanced in his difcourfe. - - o
It would be a tedious, as ‘well as an - ufelefs
tafk, to follow minutely the .authOr of the polzjtz'-
cal difcourfe, through all his obfervations apd all
his confequences. - o
In general it may be remarlced, that in various
ance's’ ‘of his work, he has made feveral con-
ceffions, and granted many propofitions to be true,
which are fundamental to the truth of the hypothe-
{is maintained in the foregoing differtation.  An
im partialinquirer is ever more fond of ‘tru;ththan of
victory. Hence we ﬁndhim‘admitting; * that no-
thing could be more favourable to the propagation

- of mankind, than the eftablifhmentof fmallgovern;

ments and an equality of fortune among the citi-
zens T that-agriculture is that fpecies of indu-
fery which is chiefly requifite to the fubfiftence of

* multitudes of people, and that it flourifhed greatly

n

* Pag. 183, 184. :

+ By the fame reafoning, an cqual divifion of the father’s
eftate among his ¢hildren muft appear to be favourable to
ropagation, T o

ApDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS, 16§

in fom‘efcol;'ntrigsrin antient.times*;_ that marriage
was almoft univerfal among all ranks of -men in
times of more remote antiquity, infomuch that
even the foldiers among the antients - were all mar-
redt+. | o o
~ FurtHeRr, though he contends, that the refine-
ments of modern ages muft have - operated fome-
thing towards the eafy fubfiftence of men, and con-
fequently towards their propagation and increafe t,
Le does not deny, that fimplicity of tafte is attended
with many advantages | : though he feems difpofed
to believe, that the Roman empire introduced a
peace and civility, which had not obtained for-
.merly, he candidly obferves, how much it tended
in other refpecs to _th’e‘_r'uin of induftry and agri-
culture ** : though he confiders the barbarous and
inhuman cuftom, among the antients, of expoﬁng
infants +,- and’ their unnatural paffions jf, as
difadvantages on- the fide of antiquity, he ac-
knowledges at the fame time, that the difcourage-
rents to marry in the Popifh church are ygt
greater difadvantagesf, =~ '
' S Bur
* P. 208, T
+ P. 188,
1 P. 210,
I P. 183, 184,
** P. 168, 169, 239, 253,
+ P. 189.
11 P. 132. : |
Il Convents ought to be confidered not only as burdenfom
: 0 ?he P‘}}’lice and pgp;eﬂ";vg tQ.thofe confined in them, bux

alfe
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. Bur though:our author has admitted, that an-
tient ages had the advantage in fome particular re-
fpects, he conceives, that the difadvantages un-
der which they laboured, were more than fufficient
to form a counter-balance; and, on the whole,
gives the preference to modern times in refpect of
populoufnefs. | :

- Tazsk difadvantages on the fide of the antients
he endeavours to find out, firft, in their domeftic,
and next, in their political fituation, when com-

pared with thofe of modern times. Under the head
of

alfo as deftruttive to populonfhefs. What our author hath
obferved, « That were the land which belongs to a con-
-¢¢ vent beflowed on a nobleman, he would {pend its revenue
‘¢ on dogs, horfes, grooms, footmen, cooks and chamber-
¢ maids, and his/faAmin would not furnith many more citi-
“ zens than the convent” (p. 179.), may fometimes be true,
but is not fufficient to thew, that convents are not very uns
favourable to populoufnefs, The revenues of 2 convent may
furely be put to as bad an ufe, but are nat the revenues of

o moft lands put to a better, than to maintain a fuperftitious

fociety of monks or nuns, who do nothing to _fupport their
fpecies? How many well-peopled villages have arifen ou
of the ruins of monafteries and convents? Paifly, antiently
the habitation of monks, but now one of the moft induftrious,
as well as beft peopled villages in our own country, isan ob-
vious exam;ple of this truth, But, when fuch places continue
from generation to generatign in the pofleflion of ‘an ufelefs
and unprofitable fet of mortals, they become highly deftru-
£tive.  There was nothing of the kind in 'antiqui‘t‘y, Which

can be fuppofed to have had fuch a pernicious effet.

mrearerrers T —
ey e

!
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of their domeftic oeconomy, he confiders the inftitu-
tion of flavery asremarkably unfavourable to po-
puloufnefs. With refpeét to their political fituation,
he takes notice,ﬁ;;/}, of their unfettled and turbulent
condition, both in peace and war, and endeavours

- to fhew, that their foreign as well as civil wars

were more frequent and bloody ; that their inftitu-
tions in time of peace were more tyrannical and
oppreflive ; and that their maxims neither of warnor
of peace were fo well calculated to preferve order
and ftability, as the milder maxims of modern
times :  Secondly, That their fimplicity, and their
ignorance of thofe refinements of miodern “times,
which have improved human life, and rendered it
more commodious, were a confiderable difadvan-
tage in refpect of populoufnefs. On both which
accounts he is inclined to believe, that antient

- ages muft have been lefs populous : :and in confe:

quence of his theory, when he proceeds to inquire
into the fats, he rejes the teftimony of antient

| authors, as incredible and abfurd, when they re-

prefent antient nations as more populous than feems
to him to be confiftent with the fuperior re-
finements, and more humane and ftable policy of
modern ages. o ,

I will be proper to follow our author through
each of thefe particular heads. -

PAR"i‘,
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‘Mr. Hume has, in the ﬁlft pIace, pxefemed
us with 2 moft difmal picture of . the domeftic oe-
conomy of the antients, and endeavomed to fhew,
that the inftitution of flavery muft have.been un-
favourable to propagation, both becaufe the flav es
wé”re“cruelly treated by their matters, and. becaufe
the -males and females were not allowed to have
mutml mtercomfe But upon inquiry it -will be
found, that ‘they not- only were not o halfhly
treated as our author imagines, butwere commonly
Well treated s that their treatment d1d not debilitate
them, or hinder them from propagating; that i in-
tereft, no lefs than humamty, led. the maﬁers to
encourage them to propagate ; .. and ﬁnally, that
the {laves multlphed exceedmcly, and that the

Vernﬂe or home-born. {laves wcxe exuemcly nu-

merous

neceffarily have ‘expofed them to many infults,
and to-much oppreﬁion, nmthhﬁandmc the beft

Jaws which could have been ﬁ amed for . their pro-

¢etion. That fame contempt, that fame feveuty,
‘which at prefent may be obferved in. fuperloxs to;
wards their mfenoxs, ‘nay, a greater degree 0
this infolence muft have often appeared in antient
times. ‘The pleafure and humour of the mafter

‘would be by far too much, and the happinefs }c])f
the

Tue low condmon of the antlent ﬂa.ves muﬁ

ADpITIONAL OBSERVATIONS. 16g

the flaves too little regarded: However, either
the antients were moved by humanity, which

- has ever a mighty. influence on the. generality of

mankind, to deal kindly by their flaves ; or when

- morives of this kind :did not influence, . their con-

duct muft have been chleﬂy xegulated by recmdi .
to their own intereft, |

In times of more remtote antiquity, before thc
reign of Alexander the Great, and the eftablifhment
of the Ronian empire, during which period, ac-
cording to the Djffertation; the world was moft
populous, flaves muft have been better treated

~ than they were afterwards in times of luxury, for

while fimplicity remained, the mafters lived in
greater familiarity with their flaves, and of courfe
treated them with more gentlenefs, . This is con-
firméd by Semeca * with refpe@ to the Romans.
That fan&ity of manners, for which they were fo

remarkable before the Carthaginian wars, was in-

confiltent with barbarity towards their flaves.
What our author+ has quoted from Demofthenes,
fhews how gently they were treatcd by the Athe-

: Y nians,

. * Ne illud quidem v1det1s, quam omnem invidiam majo-

_ res noftri dominis, omnem contumeliam fervis detraxerint ?

dommum, patrem familiae appellaverunt : fervos (quod etiam
in mimis adhuc durat) familiares. Inflitaerunt diem feftum,
quo non folum cum fervis domini vefcerentur ; fed quo uti- -

que honores illis in domo gerere, jus dicere permiferunt, et

domum pufillam rem pubhcam efle Judxcavcrunt

p » ~ Seweca, epift. 47
T P. o1y,
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