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Of the different Progrefs of Opulence in different
’ Nations.

¢ H AP L
Of the natural Progrefs of Opulence.

THE great commerce of every civilized fociety, is that carried CHAP.
on between the inhabitants of the town and thofe of the VL._;

country. It confifts in the exchange of rude for manufactured pro-
duce, either immediately, or by the intervention of money, or of
fome fort of paper which reprefents money. The country fupplies
the town with the means of {ubfiftence, and the materials of ma-
nufaGure. The town repays this fupply by fending back a part
of the manufatured produce to the inhabitants of the country.
"The town, in which there neither is nor can be any reproduction
of fubftances, may Vvery properly be faid to gain its whole wealth
and fubfiftence from the country. We muft not, however, upon
this account, imagine that the gain of the town is the lofs of the
country. T he gains of both are mutual and reciprocal, and the
divifion of labour is in this, as in all other cafes, advantageous to
all the different perfons employed in the various occupations into
which it is fubdivided. The inhabitants of the country purchafe of
the town a greater quantity of manufatured goods, with the pro-
duce of a much fmaller quantity of their own labour, than they
muft have employed had they attempted to prepare them themfelves.
The town affords a market for the furplus produce of the country,

3 N2 ' or
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B ? OX or what is over and above the. maintenance of the cultivators, and
e it is there that the inhabitants of the country exchange it for fome-

thing elfe which isin demand among them. The greater the num-
ber and revenue of the inhabitants of the town,
is the market which it affords to thofe of the country ; and the more
extenfive that market, it is always the more advantageous to a great
number. "The corn which grows within a mile of the town, fells
there for the fame price with that which comes from twenty miles
diftance. But the price of the latter muft generally, not only pay
the expence of raifing and bringing it to market, but afford too.
the ordinary profits of agriculture to the farmer. The proprietors

and cultivators of the country, therefore, which lies in the .

neighbourhood of the town, over and above the ordinary profits.
of agriculture, gain, in the price of what they fell, the whole value
of the carriage of the like produce that is brought from more diftant
parts, and they fave, befides, the whole value of this carriage in.
the price of what they buy. Compare the cultivation of the lands.
in the neighbourhood of any confiderable town, with that of thofe
which lie at fome’ diftance from it, and you will eafily fatisfy
yourfelf how much the country is benefited. by the commerce of: the
town. Among all the abfurd fpeculations that have been pro-
pagated concerning the balance. of trade, it has never been pretended
that either the country lofes by its commerce with the town, o
the town by that. with the country which maintains it.

As fubfiftence is, in thie nature of things, prior to conveniency:
and luxury, fo the indufiry which précures. the former, mufk
neceffarily be prior to that which minifters to the latter, The
‘cultivation . and improvement of the country, therefore, which
affords fubfiftence, muft, neceffarily, be prior to the increafe of
the town, which furnifhes only the means of conveniency and luxury.
It is the furplus produce of the country only, or what is. over and

above

the more extenfive -
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above the maintenance of the cultivators, that conftitutes the fubfift- < Hlf\ P.
ence of the town, which can therefore increafe only with the increafe ——y—a

of this furplus produce. The town, indeed, may not always derive
its whole fubfiftence from the country in its nelghbourh?od, or even
from the territory to which it belongs, but from very diftant coun-
tries ; and this, though it forms no cxceptiox.l from the ggtl:nel'al
rule, has occafioned confiderable variations in the progiels of
opulence in different ages and nations.

TuaT order of things which neceflity impofes in general, though:
not in every particular country, is, in every particular country,
promoted by the natural inclinations of man. lf human inftitu-
tions -had never thwarted thofe natural inclinations, the towns
could no where have increafed beyond what the improvement and
cultivation of the territory in which they were fituated co.uld fup-
port ; 6ll fuch time, at leaft, as the whole of that territory was;
completely cultivated and improved. Upon. equa!, or Ancarl?r'equla
profits, moft men will chufe to employ tllexr. capxtlals. rather lil t,lc
improvement and cultivation of land, thgn elthex: in m.anu.factmes
or i foreign trade. . The man who employs 11'15- capital in land,.
has it more under his view and command, and his fm:tune.xs much.
lefs liable to accidents than that of the tréder, who is obliged fre~
quently to commit it, not only to the \\tlnds and tll(f v‘vaw.:s, but-
to the more uncertain elements of human folly and- injuftice, by
giving great credits in diftant countries to men, with whofc. cha—v
raCter and fituation he can feldom be ‘thoroughly acqua.mted.
The capital of the landlord, on the contrary, which is fixed in the
improvement of his land, feems to be as well fecured as the nature

of human affairs can admit of. The beauty of the country befides;.

the pleafures of a’country life, the tranquillity of mind which it
pi'omifes, and wherever the injuftice of human laws docs not

difturb it; the independency which it really affords, have-charms.
- that:
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BOOK that moreor lefs attralt every body; and as to. cultivate the ground
- was the original deftination of man, fo in every ftage of his

exiftence he feems to retain a predilettion for this piimitive
employment. ’

. WritnouT the affiftance of fome artificers, indeed, the culs
tivation of land cannot be carried on, but with great incon-
veniency and continual interruption. Smiths, carpenters, wheel~
wrights, and plough-wrights, mafons, and bricklayers, tanners,
fhoemakers, and taylors, are people, whofe fervice the farmer
has frequent occafion for. Such artificers too ftand, occafionally,
in necd of the affiftance of one another; and as their refidence is
not, like that of the farmer, neceffarily tied down to a precife
fpot, they naturally fettle in the neighbourhood of one another;
and thus form a {mall town or village. The butcher, the brewer,
and the baker, foon join them, together with many other artificers
and retailers, - neceffary or ufeful for fupplying their occafional
wants, and who contribute il further to augment the town.
The inhabitants of the town and -thofe _of the country are,
mutually, the fervants of one another. The town is a continual
fair or market, to which the inhabitants of the “country refort
in order to - exchange their rude for manufaltured . produce. It
is this commerce which fupplics the inhabitants of the town both
with the materials of their work, and the means of their fubfiftence.
The quantity of the finithed work which they fll to the in-
habitants of the country, neceffarily regulates the quantity of the
materials and provifions which they buy. Neither their employ-

~ ment nor fubfiftence, therefore, can augment, but in proportion to

the augmentation of the demand from the countiy for finithed
work ; and this demand can augment only in proportion to the
extenfion of improvement and cultivation. . Had human inftitu-
tions, therefore, never difturbed the natural courfe of things, the

2 ' * progreflive

‘ -
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political fociety, be confequential, and in proportion to the ime ‘e~

provement and cultivation of the territory or country..

In our North American colonies, where uncultivzfted- land:
is ftill to be had upon eafy terms, no manufg&ures for diftant fale.
have ever yet been eftablifhed in any of their toyims. When an:
artificer ‘has acquired a little more ‘ﬁock th:.m is n-eceifar.y for
carrying on his own bufinefs in fupplying the nexghbou'rmg country,
he does not, in North America, attempt to eI.’ca.thh with it a
manufacture for more diftant fale, but employs it in the purchafg

and improvement of uncultivated land. From artificer he be-

comes planter, and neither the large wages nor tl.le eafy fubfiftence:
which that country affords to artificers, can bribe him ratl‘ler to ‘work.
for other people than for himfelf. He feel? that‘an. artificer is the
fervant of his cuftomers, from whom: hederives hxs_fubﬁf.tence ; but
that a planter who: cultivates. his own land, a‘nd d'El'IVCS his necgffary:
fubfiftence from the labour of his. own family, is really a mafter,, .
and independent of all the world..

In. countries, -on the contrary, where: there- is either no une:
cultivated land, or none that can be had upon ‘egfy terms,' every
artificer who has acquired more ftock than:he can employ in thg
occafional jobs of the neighbourhood, endeavours to prepare
work for more diftant fale.. The fmith eretts. fome fort of
iron, the weaver fome fort of linen or woollen mfmufa&ory..
Thofe different - manufatures - come; “in procefs- of - time, t(.> be-
gradually. fubdivided, and: thereby improved al.ld refined in -a:
great variety of ways,. which may eafily be conceived,  and.which:
it is therefore unneceffary to explain any. further.. .
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In fecking for employment to a capital, manufa&uresnrc; upon
cqual or - nearly equal profits, naturally preferred to foreign
commerce, for the fame reafon that agriculture is naturalgl
preferred to 'manufactures. As the capital of the Iandlorg
or farmer is more fecure than that of the manufatturer, fo
ﬂ}e vc.npital of the manufacturer, being at all times more wi’thin
his view and command, is more fecure than that of the foi‘eign
ﬁlerchant. In every period, indeed, of every fociety, the furplus
part both of the rude and manufactured produce, or that for which
there is no demand at home, muft be fent abroad in order to

e exchanged for fomething for which there is- fome demand”

at home. But whether the capital,  which carries this furplus
produce abroad, be a foreign or a domeftick ome, is of x;c'l'y
little importance. If the fociety has-not acquired fufficient capitay

both to cultivate-all its lands, and to manufafure in the com-

pleatet manner. tl}e whole of their rude produce, there is even
a confiderable advantage that it fhould be' exported by a foreign
capital, in order that the whole ftock of the - fociety ‘may be
employed in more ufeful purpofes. ~ The wealth' of ancient Egypt
that of China and Indoftan, fufficiently demonftrate that :;
nation may attain a very high degree of opulence, -though
the greater part of its exportation trade be carried on by
foreigners. . The progres of our North- American and Weft
Indian colonies would have been much lefs rapid, had no capital
but what belonged to themfelves been employed in exporting their
furplus produce. ) - . :

AccorpING to the natural courfe of things, -therefore, the
g'reater part of .the capital of every growing fociety jis, firft,
direCted to agriculture, afterwards to . manufa&ures, .and laft
of all to foreign commerce. This order of ‘things is fo very

natural, that in every fociety that had any territory, it has

always,
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always, I believe, been in fome degree obferved. Some of their
lands muft have been cultivated before any confiderable towns
could be eftablifhed; and fome fort of coarfe induftry of the
manufaturing kind muft have been carried on in thofe towns,
before they could well think of employing themfelves in foreign

commerce.

Burt though this natural order of things muft have taken place
in fome degree in every fuch fociety, it has, in all the modern
ftates of Europe, been, in mémy refpeéts, intirely inverted.
The foreign commerce of fome of their cities has introduced all
their finer manufaétures, or fuch as were fit for diftant fale;
and* manufadtures and foreign commerce together, have given
birth to the principal improvements of agriculture. 'The manners
and cuftoms which the nature of their original government in-
troduced, and which rerhained after that government was greatly
altered, neceflarily forced them into this unnatural and retro-

grade order.

Vou. 1, 30
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Of the Difeouragement of Agriculture in the tlﬂl‘l‘L’ﬂIQSVlﬂfﬁ‘ of E’;l;o
after the Fall of the Roman Empire. e
HEN the German and Scythian nations over-ran the
. weftern provinces of the Roman empfre, the co’nfuﬁons
which followed f{o” great a . revolutionlafted for feveral centuri
The ra%)ine and . violence ' which the barbariéxlé exércif'ed a l'le;.:
the antient inhabitants, interrupted the commerce betweegauL
towns and the country.. The towns wéré defcrted '3;l‘ld tlie i
was left‘ uncultivated, .and the weftern provihcés o}Eur ey
had~en)oy¢d a conﬁderablc degree 6f opﬁleﬁce under t(l)Pe’R
empire, funk into the loweft ftate of povef'ty and i)e:b O_I.T;aﬂ
During the continuance of thofe cohfuﬁons, the chiefs ;mz:il al'l m
pal leaders of thofe nations, acquired or ufurped to themft ]Prmm-
greater part of the lands of thofe countries. A feate’ves e
them wa§ tincultivated ; but no part of them, Whetﬁer }l)%rtl()f
or uncElltlvated, was left without a proprietor.  All of ﬂ:u nvatc'd
engrofled, and the greatei' part by a few great proprietors o were

which

'Tms original engroffing of uncultivated lands,
might have been but a tranfitory evil,

been divided again, and broke into fimall

;:f‘;?l; or b{i .a].lenatlon. The law of primogeniture hindered them
demg. IV{dCd by fucceffion : the introduétion of entails pr

vented their being broke into fimall parcels by alienation e

though a great,
They might foon have
parcels either by fuc-

Wuen land, like moveables, is confi

dered as ;
of fubfiftence and enjoyment, the n o cpeans only

utnrql law of fucceffion divides.
it,
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whorm the fubfiftenice and enjoyment may be fuppofed equally dear. ———

to the father. This natural law of fucceffion accordingly took place
among the Romans, who made no more diftinction between clder
and youngé_r, bgtw'éell male and female, in the inheritance of
lands, than we do in the diftribution of moveables. But when land
was confidered as the means, not of fubfiftence merely, but of
poivér and prote€tion, it was thought better that it {hould defcend
undivided to one. . In thofe diforderly times, every great tandlord:
was a fort of petty prince.  His tenants were his fubjeéts. . He
was their_judge, and in fome refpets their legiflator in peace, and
their leader in war, He made war according to his own difcretion,
frequently againft his neighbours, and fometimes againft his fove-.
reign.  The fecurity of a landed eftate, therefore, the proteétion
which its owner could afford to thofe who dwelt on it, depended
upon its greatnefs., To divide it was to ruin it, and to expofe every
part of it to be opprefled and fivallowed up by the incurfions of,

its neighbours. . The law of primogeniture, therefore, came to .

take ‘place, not immediately, indéed, but in procefs of time, in
the fucceflion of landed eftates, for the fame reafon that it ‘has
generally taken place in that of monarchies, though not always at
their firft inftitution. - That the power, and confequently the fecu-’
rit'y of the monarchy, may not be weakened by divifion, it muft
defcend entire to one of the children. To which of them fo im-’
portant a preference fhall be given, muft be determined by fome
general rule, founded not upon the doubtful diftinftions of per-
fonal merit, but upon fome plain and evident difference which can
admit of - no difpute. ~Among the children bf the fame famiAly,
there can’ be no indifputable difference but that of fex, and that
of age. 'The male fex is univerfally prefcrrcdvto the female; and
when all other things "are equal, the clder cvery where takcsv.place'

) T 302 ) ) " of
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B (}19 K of the )"'oung'.er. -Hencé the origin of thé right of primogeniture
ey~ and of what is called lineal fucceflion. ’

- Laws frequeitly continue in force long after the circtimftances,
" ¢

Wh.l.(':h ﬁkr/ﬂ: gave occafion to them, and which could alone render
them reafonable, are no more. In the preiénf ftate of Europe,

. the proprietor of a fingle acre of land is as perfe@ly fecure of his

Poﬂeﬂion as the propri¢tor of a hundred thoufand. The right of
primogeniture, however, ftill continues to- be refpeéted, and as
of all inftitutions it is the fitteft to fupport the pride of famil
diﬁi‘n&ions,"it is- ftill likely to endure for many centuries. Ir}:
every other refpet, nothing can be more contrary to the real in~
tereflt of a numerous family, than a right which, in order to enrich
one, beggars all the reft of - the children.

E:NTAILS are the natural confequences of the law of primo-
geniture. 'They were introduced to preferve a certain lineal fuc-
ceflion, of which the law of primogeniture firft gave the idea,
and to hinder any part of the original eftate from being carried ou;
of the propofed line either by gift, or devife, or alienation ; éither'
by the folly, or by the misfortune of any of its fucceffive owncrs,.
They were altogether unknown to the Romans. Neither their
fubftitutions nor fideicommiffes bear any refemblance to entails
though fome French lawyers have thought proper to- dre{s.th;‘
modern inflitution in the language and form of thofe antient
ones. )

.WHEN great landed eftates were a fort of princi'palities, entailg
might not be unreafonable. . Like what are called the fundamental’.
laws of fome monarchies, they might frequently hinder the fecurity
of ‘t’houfar?ds from being endangered by the caprice or extravagance
of one man. But in the prefent ftate of Europe, when fmall as

7 , ‘ well
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well as great cftates derive their fecurity from the laws of their CHiAP.
country, nothing can be more compleatly abfurd.  They are tamy—

founded upon the moft abfurd of all fuppofitions, the fuppofition
that every fucceffive generation of men have not an equal right
to the earth, and to all that it poflefles ; but th:;t the pfoPex'ty of
the prefent generation fhould be reftrained and regulated according
to the fancy of thofe who died perhaps five hundred years ago.
Entails, however, are fhill refpeéted through the greater pa,rt' of
Europe, in thofe countries particularly in’ which noble birth is

" a neceffary qualification for the enjoyment cither of civil or military

honours. Entails are thought neceﬂary for maintaining this ex-
clufive privilege of the nobility to the great offices and honours.
of thei_r country ; and that order haying ufurped one unjuft ad-
vantage over the reft of their fellow citizens, left their poverty
fhould render it ridiculous, itis thought reafonable that they fhould
have another. The common law of England, indeed, is faid to
abhor perpetuities, and they are accardingly more reftricted there
than in any other European monarchy s though even England is
not altogether without them. In Scotland more kt_han one-fifth,
perhaps more than one-third part of the whole lands of the country,
are at prefent nnder firict entail.

GRreaT traéls \(_)f uncultivated land were, in this manner; not
only engroffed by particular families, but the poffibility of their
being divided again was as much as poffible precluded forever.
It feldom happens, ‘however, that a great proprietor is-a “great
improver. In.the diforderly times which gave birth to thofe bar-~
barous inftitutions, the great p}’oprietor was fufficiently employed
in defending his own territories, or-in extending his jurifdiétion
and authority over thofe of his neighbours.. He had no leifure to
attend to the cultivation and improvement of land. When the
eftablifhment of law " and order afforded him this leifure, he often
wanted the inclination, and almoft always the requifite abilities. If

the
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the expence of lns houfe and per{'on elther equal]ed or exceeded

his  revenue,’ as it did very frequently, he hdad no ftock " to

employ in this manner. If he was an czconomift, he genelally
found it more pxoﬁtable to employ his annual ’ f'\vmgs in new
pmchafés, than in the 1mprovement of his old ‘eftate, -To im~
prove land w1th ploﬁt, like " all other ‘commercial pro;e&s, re-

quires an exact atten’uon to fmall favings and fmall gains, of which

a man borh to a great fortune, even though naturally frugal, is
very,, feldom capable The fituation of fuch a perfon naturally
dlfpofes him to attend ratlier to ornament which pleafes his fancy,
than ‘to profit for wlnch he has fo littlé occafion.’ The elegance of
his drefs, of his. equipage, . “of his houfe, and houfhold furniture;
are objects wlnch from his infancy he has been accui’comed to have
fome anxiety about. - "The turn of mmd Whlch this” habit natu-

-rally founs, follows hiin when he comes to think of the i 1mp10ve-

ment of land.” He embellithes perhaps four or five hundred acres
in the neighbourhood of his houfe, at ten times the expence which
the land is worth after all his nnplovements and finds' that if
he was to 1mp1ove 1115 wholc e&ate n the fame manner, and he

has little’ tafte for any’ othier, he would bea bankrupt before he ‘

had finifhed the tenth part of it. “"There fill remain in both parts
of the united kingdom fome great eftates which have continued
without interruption in the hands of the famie family’ ﬁnce the
times of feudal anarchy. -Compare the prefent condition of thofe
eftates with the poffeffions of the fmall proprietors in their neigh-
bourhood, and you will require no othcr argument to convince
you how unfavourable fuch extcnﬁve “property is to 1mprove-
ment. :

Ir little improvement was to be expeéted from fuch great pro-
.prietors, ftill lefs was to be hoped for from thofe who occupied
the land under them. In the antient ftate of Europe, -the occupiers
of land were all tenants at will; * They wereall or almoft all flaves;

but
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but their flavery was of a milder kind than that known among CH“‘ B

‘the antient Greeks and Romans, or even in our Weft Indian colo-
nies. They were fuppofed to belong more direétly to the land
than to their mafter. They could, therefore, be fold with it,
but not feparately. ‘They could marry, - provided it was with the
confent of their mafter; and he could not afterwards diffolve the
marriage by felling the man and wife to different perfons,  If he
maimed or murdered any of them, he was liable to fome penalty,
though gcnelally but to a {mall one. They were not, hawever,
capable of acquiring property. Whatever they acquired was ac-
quired to their mafter, and he could take it from them at pleafure.
Whatever cultivation and improvement could be carried on by means
of fuch flaves, was properly carried on by their mafter. It was
at his expence. The feed, the cattle, and the inftruments of
hufbandry were all his. It was for his benefit. Such flaves could
acquire nothing but their daily maintenance. It was properly the
proprictor himfelf, therefore, that, in this cafe, occupied his own
lands, and cultivated them by his own bondmen. This fpecies of
flavery ftill fubfifts in Ruffia, Poland, Hungary, Bohemia, Mo-
ravia, and other parts of Germany. ' It is only in the weftern and
fouth-weflern provinces of ‘Europe, that it has gradually " been
abolifhed altogether.

But if great improvements are feldom to be expeCted from
great proprietors, they arc leaft of all to be expetted when they
employ flaves for their workmen. The experience of all ages and
nations, 1 believe, demonftrates that the work done by flaves,
though it appears to coft only their maintenance, is in the end the
deareft of any. A perfon who can acquire no property, can have
1o other intereft but to eat as much, and to labour as little as pof-
fible. Whatever work he does beyond what is fufficient to pur-
chafe his own maintenance, can be fqueezed out of him by vio-
lenceonly, and not by any intereft of his own. In antient Italy,

Vor. I, 304 : how
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BOOK how much the cultivation of corn degenerated, how unproﬁtab!e

[

it bécame to the mafter when it fell under the management of
flaves, is remarked by both Pliny and Columella. In- the time
of Ariftotle it had not been much better in antient Greece. Speak-
ing of the ideal republic deferibed in the laws of Plato, to main-
cain five thoufand idle men (the number of warriors fuppofed

. neceffary for its defence) together with their 'women and fervants,

would require, he fays, a territory of boundlefs extent and fertility,
like the plains of Babylon. : -

Tue pride of m:in makes him love to domineer, and nothing
mortifies him fo much as to be gbliged to condefcend to perfuade his
inferiors.. Wherever the law allows it, and the nature of the work
can afford it, therefore, he will generally prefer the fervice of flaves
to that of freemen. The planting of fugar and tebacco can afford
the expence of ﬂave;qultivati_qxl, The raifing of corn, it feems,
in the prefent times, cannot. - In the Englifh colonies, of which
the principal produce 1s :qo:rn, the far greater part of the work is
done by:freemen. The late refolution of the quakers in Penfyl-
vania to fet at iibei‘ty all their negfoe' flaves, may fatisfy us that
their number caimio_t ‘be. very great, Had they made any confiderable
part of their property, fuch a refolution could never have been
agreed to. In our fugar colonies, on the contrary, the whole work

is done by flaves, and in our tobacco colonies a very great part of -

it.  'The profits of a fugar-plantation in any of our Weft Indian
colonies are generally much greater than thofe of any other cul-
tivation that is known cither in Europe or America: And the profits
of a tobacco plantation, though inferior to thofe of fugar, are
fuperior to thofe of corn, as has alrcady been obferved. Both can
afford the expence of flave-cultivation, but fugar can afford it ftill
better than tobacco. The number of negroes accordingly is much

greater, in proportion to that of whites, in our fugar than in our
tobacco colonies. '

6 : To
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a fpecies of -farmers known at prefent in France by the name of o=

Metayers. . 'They are called in Latin Coloni Partiarii, = They have

been fo long in difufe in England -that at prefent I know no Englifh-

name for them. The proprietor furnithed them with the feed,
cattle, -and inftruments of -hufbandry, the whole ‘ftock, in fhort,
necéffary ‘for - cultivating -the farm. ~The produce was divided
equally ‘between the proprietor and the farmer, after fetting afide
what was judged neceffary for keeping up the ftock, which was re-
frored ‘to the -proprietor ‘when -the farmer either quitted or was
turned out of the farm.

LAND ‘occupied by futh tenants ‘is ‘properly cultivated at the
expence-of the propiietor, “as much as that occupied by flaves.
*i'here is, “however, one very effentidl difference “between them.
Such tenants, ‘being freemen, are capable ‘of acquiring property,
and ‘having a certain proportion of the'produce of the land, they
have ‘a plain 'intereft that the whole produce fhould be as great as
polfible, in‘order that their own - proportion ‘may be fo. ‘A’flave,
on'the contrary, who'can acquire nothing but his maintenance,
confults his own eafe by making the ‘land produce as little as pof-
fible, over'and above that maintenance. It is probable that it was
partly upon account of - this advantage, and partly upon account
6f the “encroathments’ which the fovereign, always jealous of the
great lords,  gradually encouraged their villains to make upon their
authority, and which feem “at laft to have been fuch as rendered
this' fpecies of “fervitude éltogether inconvenient, that tenure.in
villanage gradually wore ‘out through the greater part of Europe.
The time ‘and mannér, however, in which fo important a revo-
lution -was ‘brought about, is one -of the moft obfcure points in
‘modern hi'ﬁ_ory. The church of Rome -claims ‘great merit in it;
and it is certain’ that fo early-as the twelftly century, Alexander 11,

Vor. L. 3 P ‘ publifhed
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“—v=~ "however, to have been rather a pious - exhortation,
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publithed a bull for the general emancipation of. flavés. . It feeins,

-than a law to
which exa& obedience was ‘required from . the faithful.:

* Slaver
continued to take place almoft univerfally for feveral centuries after}-’
wards, till it was gradually abolifhed by the joint operation of the
two interefts above  mentioned, that of the proprietor on:the one
hand, and. that of the fovereign on the other.
chifed, and at the fame time allowed to continue in- poffeffion of
the land, having no ftock of his own, could cultivate it only by
means of what the landlord advanced to him, "and muft, therefore,
have been what the French call a Metayer. - i L

"' A villain enfran-

It could never, however, be the intereft even of this laft {pecies
of cultivators to lay out in the further improvement of the land,
any part of the little ftock which they might fave from their own
fhare of the produce, becaufe the lord, who laid out nothing, was
to get one-haif of whatever it produced. ‘The tithe, ‘which is but
a tenth of the produce, is found to be a very great hinderance to
improvement. - A tax, therefore, which amounted to. one half,
muft have been an effeCtual bar toit. It might be the intereft of
a metayer to make the land produce as much as could be brought
out of it by means of the ftock furnifthed by the proprietor: but
it could never be his intereft to mix any part of his own with
it. In France, where five parts out of fix of the whole kingdom
are faid to be ftill “occupied by “this {pecies of cultivators, - the pro-

prietors complain that their metayers take every 'opportunity of
employing the mafters cattle rather in carriage than in cultivation ;
becaufe in the one cafe they get the whole profits to themfelves, in
the other they fhare them with their landlord. ThlS fpecies of
tenants fill fubfifts in fome pax:fs of Scotland. .They are called
fteel-bow tenants. - Thofe antient Englith tenants, who are faid
by chief Baron Gilbert and Doétor Blackftone to have been rather

7 ’ Dailiffs
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bailiffs of the landlord tha;1 farmers properly fo called, were pro-
bably of the fame kind,

' ‘ i ded, though by very flow
is foecies of tenancy fucceeded, ¢ 0
T.o ﬂ‘];s rirlzers pfoperly fo called, wh_o cultivated the laqd W1t111
d}?g'lees\;vn 2;‘cock paying a rent certain to the landlord, When fuch
thelwr O 3

\Y caie for a tel y Yy may 10 € d -
farmers have a leaft 3 rm of gars, the {fom ‘tlmes fin
ar 2

i f their capital in the farther
i - their intereft to lay out part o i
%t fo.l thmelen't of the farm; becaufe they may (.'om.enmes expeft I’fo
lmPlo"e_t with a large profit, before the expiration of the' ea ;e.
ff‘iovero;r;mon even of fuch farmers, however, was IongT ;’.xnecaor?ﬂg
s, and @illis fo i 'ts of Europe. hey cc
-ecarious, and ftill is fo in many parts 0 ;
pxeca:ll‘i;: expiration of their term be legally ou?e‘d of tha?lr leaf(e,
e tarchafer ; in England, even by th'e fictitious aého'nlo ;;
o newrgcovery If they were turned out illegally by the violenc
C(;H;;z(i):maﬁer the aftion by which they obtamedlredre:fs ,:;,aspii-_
oream exfe i e-inftate them in the poi-
i : Iways re-infta !
eamly imperfe&. = It did not a ¢ o
A ;?m yo;"t%e land, but gave them damages which never a;n]gunocc
. ;’2 real lofs Even in England, the country perfl;ags‘?t I :rnl(n) X
whet o ] oft refpetted, it wa
‘her hanry has always been m : .
‘éﬁex;ottj}tlilz’:(:;.th o)fr Henry the VIIth that the ation of e]eétmle)r;t ‘
. sa'mvented by which the tenant recovers, not damages only |
was ] >

and in which his claim is not neceffarily concluded by

pofieiion, This aftion has been

e ““Ceftahéft dicrljel:ﬂ:c?y ihftr:ggi :‘l?;z;.odcm practice, when the
fO\m‘} . ‘fﬂ‘e, lc]zlaﬁon to fue for the pofleflion of the lfmd, he feldo‘_m
la“i_k;rif; i)sf 0the'affﬁons which properly bclongf to 1?1mt';1s 1a2(r1111:13;~
the « i i -y, but {ues in the n
’ﬂ}e . bengtil:: ?’:rizhzf v:;;t;fe;:n )I’n England, ;llerf:forg, the
P t.e_"a“t’f B; 1Ee~11dnt is cqual to that of the proprictor. In
{CQ“"‘FYd‘;D ﬁtd]:s a leafe for life of forty (hillings a ycrap v:{lm 1s:
fzﬁ:z;d :nd entitles the leflee to vote fora member of parliament ;
I , al

and
3P2 an
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BOOK and asa great part of the yeomanry have freeholds of this kind;.
\w—— the whole order becomes refpectable to their landlords: on account

" of the political confideration which this gives them. ‘Thereis, I

believe, nowhere in Europe, except in England, any inftance of
the tenant building upon the land of which he had no leafe, and.

trufting that the honour of his landlord would take no advantage-

of fo important an improvement. Thofe laws and cuftoms fa.

favourable to the yeomanry, have perhaps contributed more to the-

prefent grandeur of England than all their boafted regulations of
commerce taken together. R

- Tue law which fécures the longeft leafes againft fucceflors of

every kind is, o far as I know, peculiar to Great Britain. It was:

introduced into Scotland fo eayly as 1449, by a law of James the IId..
Its beneficial influence, however, has been much obftruéted by

entails; the heirs of entail being generally reftrained from Ietting .

leafes for any long term of . years, frequently for more than. one:
year. A late aé& of parliament_ has, in this refpect, fomewhat.
flackened their fetters, though they are fll by much too firait..
In Scotland, befides, as no. leafehold gives a vote for a member.of.
parliament, the yeomanry are upon this.account lefs refpectable to.
their landlords than in England: :

In other parts of. Europe, after it was found conveniént-to fécure-
ténants both againft heirs and: purchafers, the term of thieir fecurity -
was ftill limited to a very fhort period s, in France, for. example,,
to nine years fiom the commencement of the leafe.. It. has in that :
country, indeed, been lately extended to twenty feven, a period:
fill too fhort to encourage the tenant to make the moft important.
improvements.  The proprietors of land were antiently the Iegif-‘
lators of “every part of Europe: The laws relating to land; there-.
fore, were all calculated for what they fuppofed the: intereft, of the -
proprietor, It was for his intereft, they had imagined, that no-

4 Aleafev:
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feafe: granted by any of his predeceffors’fhould h'mder.hir.n from: CH}.\PL v
enj.oying, during .a long term of: years, the full value of his land, \emymd:

Avarice and injuftice are always ﬂlort-ﬁghted,‘ and' they did not
forefce. how much this regulation muft obftruct improvement, and
thereby hurt.in the long run the real intereft of the landlord..

. Tue farmers too, befides paying the rent, were ant»ien:dy, it
was: fuppofed, bound. to perform a great nl.lmlbe'r of fervices tor
the landlord, which: were feldom- either fpemﬁed in the leafe, or
régulatedv by any precife rule, but by the ufe ar.nd wont. of the:
manor or barony. Thefe fervices, therefore, bel'ng almoft en-
tirely arbitrary, fubjected the tenant to many vexatx.ons.r In. Scot~.
land. the abolition: of all' fervices, not precxfel){ ftipulated. in the:
Ieafe, has: in the courfe of a few years very: much altered for the:
Better the condition.of. the yeomanry of that country..

- Tugr publick fervices to-which the yeomanry were lb'ound;' were:
not lefs arbitrary than the-private ones. To make and maintain:

" the high roads, a fervitude which ftill fubfifts, I believe, every

where,. though with different’ degrees of oPp.reHion in [chfferent
countries, was not the only-one. When the kmg"s troops; Iwhen.-
his houthold or his officers of any: kind - pafied th'rough-afly part of.
the coun{ry, the yeomanry. were bound.to provide them with horfes,,
carriages, and provifions, at a price regulated by - the. purveyor.-

Great Britain is, I believe, the only monarchy. in- Europe ‘where:

the oppreflion of purveyance has been.entirely abolifhed.. Tt ftill:
fubfifts in France-and.Germany:. -

Tup publick taxes to whichi they were fubjet were as irregular-
‘The antient lords,, though extx’eam!Y’
unwilling to grant themfelves any pecuniary a.id to Eh‘eir fevg;‘elgq,:
eafily allowed him to tallage, as they called it,. their tenants, and:

and oppreffive as-the fervices.

hadi
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BOOK had not knowledge enough to forefee how much this muft in the
t—~— end affect their own revenue. The taille, as it till fubfifts in Frances

may ferve as an example of thofe antient tallages. It is a tax upon
the fuppofed profits’ of the farmer, which they eftimate by the
ftock that he has upon the farm. It is his intereft, ‘therefore, .to
appear to have as little as poffible, ‘and confequently to employ as
little as poflible in its cultivation, and none in its improvement,
Should any ftock happen,_ to accumulate in the hands of a French

farmer, the taille is almoft equal to a prohibition of its ever being -

employed upon the land. - This tax befides is fuppofed to difhonour
whoever is fubjeét to it, and ;to degrade him. Below, not only
the rank of a-gentleman, but that of a. burgher, -and whoever
rents the lands of another becomes fubject to it. . No gentleman
nor even any burgher that has ftock will fubmit to this degradation.
This tax, therefore, not only hinders the ftock which accumulates
upon the land from being employed in its improvement, but drives
away all other ftock from it, .‘The antient tenthsand fifteenths, fo
ufual in England in former times, feem, fo far as they affeCted the
land, to have been taxes of the fame nature with the taille,

Unpzr all thefe difcouragements, little improvement _couid be-

expeéted from the occupiers of land.’. That order of people, with™

all the liberty and fecurity which law can give, muft always improve
under great difadvantages.~ The farmer compared with the pro-
prietor, is as a merchant who trades with borrowed money com-
pared ‘with one who trades with his own. _The ftock of both may.

- improve, but that of the one, with only equal good conduét, muft

always improve more flowly than that of the other, on account of
the large fhare of the profits which ‘is confumed by the intereft of

“the loan. . The lands cultivated by the farmer muft, -in the fame

manner, wit}1~_only' equal good conduét, -be improved more flowly.
than thofe cultivated by the proprictor; on account of the large
: : : {hare
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‘fhare of the produce which is confumed in the rent, and which, had CH
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the farmer been proprietor, he might:have employed in the further \—y—d

improvement of the land, " The ftation of a farmer befides is,” from
“the nature of things, inferior to that of a-proprietor. Through

the greater part of Europe the yeémam'y are'regardedv as an infe-
tior. rank : of - péople,: even to. the be_tter.fort. of : trgdgﬁnen a,“F‘
-fnechanics, and in all-parts of - Europe to th§ great merchants an'(vl
fnafter manufaturers.: It can feldom happen, therefore, that a

“man of any confiderable ftock: fhould quit the fuperior in order

to place himfelf in an inferior ftation. Even in the prefent ftate
of Europe, therefore, little ftock is likely to go from an}f other prg-
feflion to the improvement of land in the way of farming. More
does perhaps in’ Great Britain than in any other country, though
even there the great ftocks which are, in fome pla}ces, employed
in farming, have generally been acquired by farming, Fhe trade,
perhaps, in which of all qthers »ﬂpck islgomrr{only acquired mo&
flowly. ~ After {mall proprietors, however., rich and great far-
mers are, in -every country, the principal improvers. There are
more fueh. perhaps in England than in any other European

- monarchy. " In the republican ‘governments’ of ‘Holland and of
Berne in Switzerland, the farmers are faid to be not mfgnor to thofg
©of England.

Tur antient policy of Europe was, over and above all this,
“unfavourable to the improvement and cultivation of land, whether
carried on by the proprietor or by the farmer ; firft, by fh_e general
prohibition of the exportation of corn without a fpecial licence,
which feems to have been a very univerfal regulation ; and fecondly,
‘by the reftraints which were laid upon the 'mlgnd commerce, not only
of - corn ‘but of -almoft every other part of the prmjuce of the
farm, by the abfurd laws againft engroflers, regrators, and fore-

frallers, and by the privileges of fairs and markets, It has already

been
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BOOK ‘been obferved in what manner the prohibition of the exportation of
Jo— -corn, together with fome encouragement given to the iimportation

.of foreign corn, obftructed the cultivation of aritient Italy, naturally
the moft fertile country in Europe, and at that time the feat of
the -greateft ‘empire in the world. ‘To what degree fuch reftraints
'upon the inland commerce of this commodity, joined to the gene=
ral prohibition of exportation, muft have 'difcouraged the cul-
tivation of countries lefs fertile, and lefs favourably circumftanced,
it is not perhaps very eafy to imagine.

CHAP. IIL

Of the Rife and Progrefs of Gities and Towns, after the Fall of
the Roman Empire.

T HE inhabitants of citiés and ‘towns were, after the fall
“of the Roman empire, not more ‘favoured than thofe of

‘the ‘country. 'I"hey'c'o‘nﬁf’ced, indeed, of a very different. order of
people from the firft inhabitants of the antient republicks 6f Greece
and Italy. ‘Thefe laft were compofed chiefly of the proprietors of
lands, -among ‘Wh()'l‘n thé publick territory wds originally divided,
-and who ‘found it convenierit ‘to build their houfés in the neigh-
bourhood of one another, and to furfound them with a'wall, for
the fake of comnmon defence, - After the fall of the Roman ¢mpire,
on the contrary, the proprietors of lands feem generally to have
lived in fortified caftles on “their own eftates, and in'the ‘midft ‘of
their own tenants and dependdrits. The towns were chiefly inha-

bited by tradefmen ‘and ‘mechanicks, who feem 'in thofe days to .
bave been of fervile, ‘or very néarly of frvile condition. 'Tlie pri-
o vileges
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wileges which we find granted by :-mtient chartersQ to the inhabitants C fIIIff P,
‘of fome of the principal towns in Europe, fufficiently fhow what ——

they were, before ‘thofe grants. The people to whom it is g'rante(.l

as a'pﬁvil'egé',“ that’ they might give away their own daughters. in

‘marriage without the confent of their lord, that upon their deat.h
‘their own children, and not their lqrd, fhould fucceed to thexr
goods,: :z\xidithat':ti\éy 'might‘difpofg of thcilj own effets by will,
muft, before thofe grants, have been either altogether, or very nicarly
in the fame ftate of villanage with the occupiers of land in the
country. - ’ :

Tury feem,. indeed, .to -have been a very poor, mean fett of
peopi'e,‘ who ufed fo tréwe} about with their goods from place to
place, and from fair to fair, like the hawkers and pedlars of the pre-
fent times. Inall the different countries of Europe then, in the fame
‘manner as in feveral of the Tartar governments of Afia at prefent,
“taxes ufed to be levied upon the peifons and goods of travellers,
‘when they paffed through certain manors, when they went over
certain bridges, when they carried about their goods from place to
placé in a fair, v;/her;‘ﬂley erefted in it a booth, or ftall to, fell them
in. 'Thefe different taxes were. known in England by the-names of
p:iﬁ'agc, ,pontége, . 1aﬁ:agé, .and ftallage. . - Sometimes the king,
fometimes a- great lord, (w,ho had, it feems, upoen fome occafions,
.authority. to. do this, would grant to particular traders, - to ﬁilch
.particu]arly,-avs lived in their own demefies, ;a general -exemption
“from. fuch taxes. . Such traders, though in. other refpedts of fer-
’vilé, ‘or v{:'ry ‘nearly of fervile condition, were upon_ this account
called Flree-trad(_:i:s. They in return ufually paid to their pro-
‘teCror a fort of annuél poll-tax. In thofe days protettion was
feldom’ granted without a valuable ‘>t§71}(iclex’ati_oxl? ﬂ}x(l this tax
‘might, ‘perhaps, ~ be "confidered “as compenfation for what t%xexr

patrons might lofe by their exemption from other taxes, At fieft,
Voi. L. 3 Q_ both
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B ?I(I?K both thofe poll-taxes and thofe eﬁceﬁiptioqé “feem to have’ bﬁed

altogether perfonal, ‘and to have affe€ted  only particular indivi
duals, during either tlieir,li';"es_',‘ or the 'pleafureb'of their p’rote&or;é;
In the very impeérfect ‘accounts which have been publifhed from
Domefday-book, of feveral of the towns of England; mention
is frequently made, fometimes of the tax which particular ,burgher§
paid, each of them, either to the king, or to fome other great lord,

for this fort of proteGion, and fometimes of the general amount.

only of all thofe taxes.

But how fervile’ foever may have ‘been 6riginélly the condition
of the inhabitants of towns, it appears evidently, that they arrived
at liberty and independency much earlier than thé occupiers of
land in the country. ‘That part of the king's revenue which arofe
from fuch poll-taxes in any ‘particular town, ufed cémmonly to

be lett in farm, during a term of years for a rent certain, fome-
. times to the fheriff of the county, and fometimes to other perfons.

The burghers themfelves frequently got credit enough to be

admitted to farm the revenues -of this fort which arofe out .

of .their own town, 'they_becor_ning jointly “and feverally an-
fwerable for the whole rent.” To lett a farm in' this manmner was

- quite agreeable- to the ufual ceconomy of, I believe, the fovereigns

of all the different couptries of Europe; who ufed frequently to:
lett)whole manors to all the tenants of t_hofe'maho{s', fhey be-
coming jointly and feverally anfiwerable for the whole rent; but in

return being allowed ‘to colleét it in their own way, and to pdy :

it ‘into the king’s exchequer by the hands of their own bailiff, and
being thus altogether freed from the infolence of the king's officers;

a circumftance in thofe days regafded as of the Ag'reateﬁ impor-
tance. ' S

Ar
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* Ar firft, the farm of the town was probably lett to the burghers,
in the fame“manner as’ it had been to other farmers, for a term of
yéars only.l; In procefs of time, however, it feems to have be-
come the general practice to grant it to them in fee, that is forever,
feferving a rent cerfain never afterwards to be augmented.  The
payment having thus become perpetual, the exemptions, in return
for which it.was made, naturally became perpetual too. - Thofe
exemptions, therefore, ceafed to be perfonal, and could not after-
wards be confidered as belonging to individuals- as individuals, but
as burghers of a particular burgh, which, upon this account,

- was -called a,Ij‘rcé-burgh, for the fame reafon that they had been

called Free-burghers or Free-traders. .
* Aronc with this grant, the iinportant privileges above :men-
tioned, that they might give away their own daughters in marriage,
that their children fhould fucceed .to them, and that they might

difpofe of their own effeéts by will, were generally beftowed upon
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the burghers of the town to whom it was given. Whether fuch .

privileges had before been ufually granted along with the freedom of
trade, to particular burghers, as individuals, I know. not, I
reckon it not improbable that they were, though I cannot produce
any direct evidence of it. But however this may have been, the
principal attributes of villanage and {lavery being thus taken away
from them, they now, at leaft, became really free in our prefent
fenfe of the word Freedom.

Nor was this all. They were generally ‘at the fame time
ereted into a commonality or corporation, with the privilege of
having magiftrates and a town council of their own, of making
bye laws for their own government, of building walls for their own
defence, and of reducing all their inhabitants under a fort of
military difcipline, by obliging them to watch and ward, " that is;

S 3 Qe : as
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B O 0 K" a5 antiently underftood, to guard and defend thofe walls againft all

o.’y«.a attacks and furprifes by night as well as by day.

they were generally exempted from "fuit to the hundred and
county courts; and all fuch pleas as fhould arife among them,
the pleas of the crown excepted, were left to the decifion of their.
own magiftrates. In other countries much greater and more
extenfive jurifdictions were frequently granted to them. '

It might, probably, be neceffary to grant to fuch towns as were
admitted fo farm their own revenues, fome fort of compulfive
jurifdiétion to oblige their own citizens to make payment. In thofe
diforderly times it might have been extremely’ inconvenient to
have left them to feek this fort of juftice from any other tribunal,
Butit muft feem extraordinary that the fovereigns of all the different
countries of Europe, fhould "have exchanged in- this manner
for a rent certain, never more to. be augmented,” that branch of.
their revenue, which was,. perhaps, of all others the moft likely.
to be improved, by the natural courfe of things, without either ex-:

pence or attention of theirown : and that they thould, befides, have

in this manner voluntarily erected a.fort of mdependent 1epubhcks
in the heart of their own dominions.

In order to underftand this it muft be rememi)ered' that in thofe

days_ the fovereign of perhaps no-country in Europe, was able to
pl,ote& through the whole extent of his dominions, the weaker °

part of his fubjeéts from the oppreflion of the great lords. Thofe
whom the law could not protet, and who were not flrong
enough to defend themfelves, were obliged either to have recourfe
to the protettion of fome great lord, and in order to obtain it
to become either his flaves or vaffals; or to enter into a league
of mutual defence for the common protection of one another.
The inhabitants of cities and burghs, confidered as fingle indi-.

viduals,

In England;

“difpofed them to fupport the king,
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viduals, had no power to defend themfelves: but by entermg into. C PIIIA P.
a league of mutual defence with their neighbours, they were capable ——d

of making no contemptlblc refiftance. The lords defpifed the
burghers, whom they confidered not only as of a different order,.
but as a parcel of emancipated flaves, ‘almoft of a different
fpecies from themfelves. “fhe wealth of the burghers never failed
to provoke their envy and indignation, and they plundered them
upon every occafion without mercy or remorfe. ~ The burghers.
naturally hated and feared the lords, The king hated and feared
them too; but though: perhaps he might defpife, he had no reaforn
cither to hate or fear the burghers.
and the king to fupport them-

againft the lords. ~ They were. the enemies of his enemies, and it

was his intereft to render them as fecure and independent of thofe:

enemies as he could. By granting them magiftrates of their own,.
the privilege of making bye-laws for their own government, that of

building walls for their own defence; and that of reducing all their”

inhabitants under a fort of military difcipline, he gave them all.
the means; of fecurity and independency. of the barons which it was

in his power to beftow. Without the eftablithment of fome regular
government of this kind,, without fome authority to compel their:
inhabitants to act according ‘to fome certain plan or fyftem, no:

voluntary league of mutual defence could either have afforded them'
any permanent fecurity, or have enabled them to give the king
any confiderable fupport. By granting them the farm of their town

in fee, he took away from thofe whom he withed to- have for his

friends, and, if one may fay fo, for his allies, all ground of jea-

loufy and . fufpicion that he was ever afterwards to opprefs them,.

either by raifing the farm: rent of their town, or by granting it:
to fome other farmer..

. Tue princes who lived upon the worft terms with their barons,.

' fcem accordingly to have been the moft liberal in grants of this
kinds

Mutual intereft, therefore,.
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BOOXK kind to their burghs. King John of England, for example, appears
. .

to have been a moft munificent benefa&tor to his towns. Philip
the firft of France loft all authority over his barons. Towards
the end of his reign, his fon Lewis, known afterwards by the name
of Lewis the Fat, confulted, according to father Daniel, “with the
bithops of the royal demefnes, concerning the moft proper means
of 1eﬁrammg the violence of the great lords. Their advice con-
fifted of two different propofals. One was to ere a new 61der
of jurifdiCtion, by eftablifhing magiftrates and a town council in
every confiderable town of his demefnes. -The other was to form a

" new militia, by making the inhabitantsof thofe towns, under the com-

mand of their own magiftrates, march out upon proper occafions to
the affiftance of the king. * It is from this period, accoxdmg to the
French antiquarians, that we are to date the inftitution of the
magiftrates and councils of cities in France. It was during the
unprofperous reigns of the princes of the houfe of Suabia that the
greater part of the free towns of Germany received the firft grants
of their privileges, and that the famous Hanfeatu: league firft
became foumdable.

TuHE militia of the cities {eems, in thofe times, not to have been
inferior to that of the country, and as they could be more readily
affembled upon any fudden occafion, they frequently had the ad-
vantage in their difputes with the neighbouring lords.
tries, fuch as Italy and Switzerland, in _which, ‘on account
either of their diftance from the principal feat of government, of the
natural ftrength of the country itfelf, or of fome other reafon, the
fovereign came to lofe the whole of his authority, the cities generally
became independent republicks, and conquered all the nobility in
their neighbourhood ; obliging them to pull down their caftles in
the country, and to live, like other peaceable inhabitants, in the
city. ‘Thisis the fhort hiftory of the republick of Berne, as well as

. g Cof

In coun-

'
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'If you except Venice, forof CHAP.

that city the hiftory is fomewhat different, it is the hiftory of all the vy

confiderable Italian republicks, of which fo great a number arofe and
perithed, between the end of the twelfth and the beginning of the

fixteenth century.

In countries fuch as France or England, where the authority
of the fovereign, though frequently very low, never was deftroyed
altogether, the cities had no opportunity of becoming entirely in-
dependent.
reign could impofe no tax upon them, befides the ftated farm rent
of the town, without their own confent. They were, therefore,
called upon to fend deputies to the general affembly of the ftates
of the kingdom, where they might join with the clergy and the
barons in granting, upon urgent occafions, fome extraordinary aid
to the king. Being generally too more favourable to his power,
‘their deputies feem, fometimes, to have been employed by him as
a counter-balance to the authority of the greatlords in thofe affem-~
blies. Hence the origin of the reprefentation of burghs in the
frates general of all the great monarchies in Europe.

Orper and good government, and along with them the ]iberty
and fecurity of individuals, were, in this manner, eftablifhed in

cities at a time when the occupiers of land in the country were ex~

pofed to every fort of violence. But men in this defencelefs ftate
naturally content themfelves witl their neceflary fubfiftence; be-
caufe to acquire more might only tempt the injuftice of their op-
“preflors.
fruits of their induftry, they naturally exert it to better their con=
dition, and to acquire not only the neceflaries, but the conveniencies
and elegancies of ]ife. That induftry, thercfore, which. aims at
fomething more than neceffary fubfiftence, was cftablithed in cides.
long before it was commonly pratifed by the occupiers of land

i

They became, however, fo confiderable that the fove-"

On the contrary, when they are fecure of enjoying the -
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B OI ?’K ix{ ﬂievcountl.*y‘. If inl the hands of .a poor cultivator, opprefled
i e -with the fervitude of villanage, fome little ftock fhould accumulate;

he would naturally conceal it with great care from his mafter,
to whom 'it. would otherwife have belonged, and take the firft op-

portunity of running away to a town. -The law was at that time

fo.indulgent to the inhabitants of towns, and fo defirous of di-
minifhing the "authority of the lords over thofe of th‘e”'country,
that if he could conceal himfelf there from the pl‘xffuit ‘of his lord
for a year, he was free for ever. ,Wllétever ftock, therefore;

_accumulated in the'hands of the ind@ﬂribué part of the inhabitants

of the . country, _nat.urally,tobk l‘cfﬁge in’ cities, -as the ,only
fanctuaries in which it could- be fEéure to the perfon that . ace
«quired it. ’ ‘ 7

- Tue inhabitants of a city,'it is true, muft always ultimately
.d;rive their fubfiftence, and the whole materials and means of their
induftry from the country. But thoefe of a city, fituated near either
the fea-coaft or the banks of a navigable river, are not neceflarily
confined to derive them from the country in-their neighbburﬁood.
They have a much wider range, and may draw them from the
moft remote corners.of the world, either in exchange for the ma-
nufaftured produce of their own induftry, or by perfdrming the

office of carriers between diftant countries, and exchanging the

produce of one for that of another. A city might in this manner
grow up to great wealth and fplendor, while not only the country
in its neighbourhood, but all thofe to which it traded, were in
poverty and wretchednefs. Each of thofe countries, perllaps; taken

fingly, could afford it but a fmall part, cither of its fubfiftence, or of

its employment; but all of them taken together ‘could afford it both
a.great fubfiftence and a great employment. There were, how-
ever, within the narrow circle of the commerce of thofe times,
fome countries that were opulent and induftrious. “Such was the

7 ‘ © Greek
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Greek empire as long asit fubfifted, and that of the Saracens during € }}11} P.
the reigns of the Abaflides. Such too was Egypt till it was con- i

quered by the Turks, fome part of the coaft of Barbary, and all

- thofe prdvincqé of Spain which were under the go¥ernment of the

Moors. . .
. .

T cities of Italy feeii to habé becii the firft-in Earope which
wete Faifed by commerce to any cox_1ﬁderable degree of opulence,
Italy lay in the center of what was at'that time the improved
and civilized part of the world. The Crazades. too, though by
the great wafte of ftock and deftruion of inhabitants which they
occafioned; they miuft neceffarily have retarded'the progrefs of the

\greater'part'of Europe, ‘ were extreamly favourable to that of fome

Ttaliai cities... The. great-armies " which' marched from all parts
to'the'conqueft of the holy land, gave extraordinary encouragement

to the fhipping of Venice, Genoa, and Pifa, fometimes in tranfport- -

ing “them thither, and’ always in fupplying them with provifions.
‘They were the commiffarics, if one may fay fo, of -thofe armies;

~and. the moft defirutive frenzy that ever befel the European nations,’

was a fource of opulence to’ thofe republics.

- Tug, inhabitants of trading cities,” by importing the improved
manufactures and expenfive luxuries of richer countries, afforded
fome food to the vanity of the great proprietors, who cagerly pur-
chafed them with great quantities of the rude produce ‘of their own

"1inds:+ The commerce of a great part of "Europe in thofe times

accardingly, :conﬁﬁed chiefly in the exchange of their own rude,
for the manufactured produce of more civilized “nations. - Thus
the wool of England ufed to be exchanged for the wines of France,
“and the fine cloths of Tlanders, in the fame manner as the corn

" of Poland-is at this day.exchanged for the wines and brandies of

Fratice, -and for the filks and velvets of ‘ancc and Italy.

~Vor. I, o 3-R . A TASTE
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i mamle: ifrc:trrtl;e finer and more improved manufaGures i
| ! uhis manmer | ! uged by foreign commerce into countri e whers
ronen :: s were carried: on. But when this taft F
as to occafion a confiderable demand, the hlee l;fcame o
v 1, the: merchants,. in

order to fave the
expence of carri ]
eftablith fom 1age, naturally ende "
¢ manufactures of the fame kind in tl);eir oanOllled iy
n country.

Hence the origi
gin of the firfk

fe ' manufactures for. di
:ém to have been eftablifhed in the weftern ror .dlf’cant fale that
after the fall of. the Roman empire provinces of Europe,

No- large country, it’ - '
. y, it muft be obferved .
without {c . erved, ever did or
" it is faid :f{n :nf;nft o}fl manufactures being carried on inl i:o:fdfull’ﬁ&
uch country that it ! 5 and when
always b . has no manufaétures, ‘i
as ar{e ﬂtefolzndd'zﬁ(md of the finer and more improve(;1 o ltf Tt
. . , or
ing nd hou{hlo 1(e;nft i:al.e. In every large country, both thle :l fulclh
are the brod urniture of the far greater part of tl oata-
lly thel " {u?c f)f theu" own indu[’cry'. This is even m he Pe?Ple,
have no nal: 1’; thofe poor countries which are commo:; ; ‘;“_Wel'-
e tlix:ma&ulres,l thlan in thofe rich ones that arz fZig :o
. In the latter, . 0
cl s you will general .
oaths and houfhold furniture of the igowe(:1 kand’fbom in the
€ of people, a

much greater pr .
proportion o o .
former. P f foreign produtions than in the

THOSE man : S
: ufactures which .
been introduced i thich are fit for diftant fal
u i e, fee
ced into different countries in two diﬁ'ere,nt wm (o have
ays,

SoMETIMES . een i '
et oy il;lzy lllalve been introduced, in the manner ab
_ , violent operati 1 the
mentioned, by peration, if one may fz
> ' ] ay fo
frocks o iﬁ] it a1:.ular merchants and undertakers, ywhc}: eﬁ,a;lf[}:h;
e in i m:l)lr;foé; f.ome foreign manufactures of the 1I'a .
actures, therefore, are the offspring of f o
\ oreign ’

* comimerce,
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conmiercc, and fuch feem to have been the antient manufaltures Cflinf\ r.
of filks, velvets, and brocades that were introduced into Venice ‘—v—’

in the beginning of the thirteenth century, Such too feem to have
been the manufactures -of fine cloths that antiently flourifhed in
Flanders, and which were introduced into England in the beginning
of the reign of Elizabeth; and fuch are the prefent fillkk manti-
£abtures of Lyons and Spital-fields. Manufactures introduced in
this manner are generally employed upon forcign materials, being
in imitations of foreign manufaltures. When the Venetian
manufacture ﬂc_)urifhed, there was not a mulberry tree, nor confe-
quently a filkworm in all Lombardy. They brought the materials
from Sicily and from the Levant, the manufacture itfelf being in
imitation of thofe carried on in the Greek empire. Maulberry
trees were firft planted in Lombardy in the beginning of the fix-
teenth century, by the encouragement of Ludovico Sforza duke
of Milan. - The manufactures of Flanders were carried on chiefly
with Spani{h and Englith wool. Spanifh wool was the material,
not of thefirf woollen manufaéture of AEng.land, but of the firfk
that was fit: for diftant fale. More than one half the materials of
the Lyons manufacture is at this day foreign filk; when it was
et eftablifhed, the whole or very nearly the whole was fo. No
part of the materials of the Spital-fields manufature is ever likely
~to bethe produce of England. The feat of fuch manufactures,
as they are generally introduced by the fcheme and projett of a few
individuals, is fometimes eftablifhed in-a maritime city, and fome-
times in an inland town, -according as their intereff, judgement or
caprice happen to determine.

: :A7-other times manufactures for diftant fale grow up naturally,

and as 1t were- of their own accord, by the gradual refinement of *

thofe houfhold and coarfer manufactuares which muft at 4ll times

be carried oneven n "the'poore(’c and rudeft countries. Such
o 3 R 2 manufactures
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B%?K manufadtures are generally employed . upon the -materials. whicly
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v~ the country produces, and they feem frequently .to have .been firk

refined and improved in fuch inland countries as were, not indeed
at a very great, but at a confiderable diftance from the fea coaft,
and fometimes even from all water carriage. . An inland country.
naturally fertile and eafily cultivated, produces a great furplus of
provifions beyond what is neceffary for maintaining the cultivators,

and on account of the expence of land carriage, and inconvénicncy: '

of river navigation, it may frequently be difficult to fend this fur-
plus . abroad. Abundance, therefore, renders prO\}iﬁons cheap,
and encourages a great number of workmen to fettle in the neigh-
bourhood, who find that their induflry can there procure them
more of the neceflaries and conveniencies of life than in othey
Places. . They work up the materials of manufacture which the
land produces, and exchange their finithed work, o what is the’
fame thing the price of it, for more materials and provifions. They
give a new value to the furplus part of the rude produce by faving
the expence of carrying it to the water fide or to fome diftant market ;
and they furnith the cultivators with fomething in exchange foy

. it that is either ufeful or agreeable to them, upon eafier terms than

they could have obtained it before. The cultivators get a’ bettey
price for their furplus produce, and can purchafe cheaper other
conveniencies which -they have occafion for. They are thus both -
encouraged and enabled to increafe this furplus produce by a further
improvement and better cultivation of the land ; and as the fer-
tility of the land had given birth to the manufacture, fo. the pro- .
grefs of the manufadture re_ads upon the land, and increafes fhilf
further ifs fertility. ‘The manufatturers firft fuppiy the neigh-~
bourhood, and afterwards, as their work improves and refines, more -
diftant markets. For though neither the rude produce,

nor even
the coarfe manufadture could, without the greateft difficu

Ity, fup~

- port the expence of a’confiderable land carriage, the refined and

4 . improved
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i Y [ a ‘equent. CHAP.
Nprov d manufa&me aﬁly may. In a {mall bulk it ﬁeq Y 111
. . . .
fa gleat q\]antlty O € produce. piece momy—d
contains the price O f rud srod A

fine cloth, for example, which weighs only cighty ‘pound;, V:Z:l.
Z‘f‘1 nsni; ‘;t tl,l e price, not only of eighty pfounds vtvl:g:; iitemnc;_
y ight of corn, an

but fome.ti‘m‘es of ii:::gl ;};Z;E,n i::: lc%fh’their immedia.te employer.s.
of he dlﬁﬂg"thviould with difficulty have been carx:xgd abroad i
tfhe\;i:n}lgp:zc isin this manner virtually exported in 1;chat ofo'tc:{c;
o : X ily be fent to the remoteft
Complet'e ‘mla‘mfacitl‘c]\lc, I:rixmzhir:zasziéry have grown up naturally,
e 'Of o v:;f th'e'u' own accord, the manufactures of Leeds,
and‘ as it vs;Ef;i eld, Birmingham, and Wolverhampton. . ASuc.h
Hlifer, s-le 'e’the offsprihg, of agriculture. In the modem
manufaftures ar their extenfion and improvement have -generally
hiftory of Euw}:)e,thofe which were. the offspring of foreign com-~

been pofterior -t he manufalture of fine cloths made

1% ' y y W
of § am[h WOOI more than a centur before an / of thofe which no
3.

: i fit for foreign fale. The
oo th; ?1ﬁ°‘;ij:;‘;z;“:’; Ecl}cl);':dl:;’::;uld not take plafe but in
eXte‘?ﬁon e ’n;mthe extenfion and improvement of agncultuze:
C}(znfle(gzl:::f‘legriate& effect of foreign,commerce., and of; l’che vrvnar:'o-
;aztui'és immediately introduced by it,.and which I thall now pro-

ceed to explain,
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CHAP. IV

N .
How the Commerce of the Towns contributed fo the Inprovement qf;
o ) . the Country. V h
THE V{mc»real'e ‘and riches. of commercial ‘and manufaGuring
. tow.ns, go%lt}'lbuted to the improvement ‘and cultivation ogf
the countries to ' which they belonged, in three different ways

Frz s}‘," by affording ‘a kgr_eat' and ready market for ti}e ' 1
produce of the country, they gave encouragement to its cultiv: ion
and further improvement. This benefit was not even co ﬁwanm}
tl]g gounfcries in which they were fituated, but extended m n’ n.ei b
to all thofe with-which ‘they had any ‘deaﬁugs.' "To allmef:mlj -
they afforded a'market for fome part cither of fhei“r ride o: s
,fa&‘?l'ed_Px'oduce, and confequently gaveé fome encoura 'emmatrl o
the induftry and improvement of all. “Their own coilnglfry CEO\:’O
Z\;;]L[,ﬁ(:lfafccount. of 1t§.n§ighbou1'llqu, hc;ci:gaffarrily derived the g’;reateﬂ:

efit from this market.” -Its rude.produce being charged with
lefs carriage, the traders could pay the growers a better price f 'tl
and yef afford it as cheap to the confumers as that of . tant
countries,

of more diftant

SeEconDpLY, the wealth acquired by the inhabitants of cities was
frequcl}tly employed in purchafing fuch lands as were to be fold
of which a great part would frequently be uncultivated. Mer—,
chants are commonly ambitious of becoming country gentlemen
and when 'th_ey do, they are genetally the beft of all improvers A’
mel:chant is accuftomed to employ his money ;:hieﬂy in proﬁ.table.
projefts; whereas a mere country gentleman is accuftomed to

employ
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employ ‘it chiefly. in expence. The one often fees his money go CTLAP.
from him and return to him again with a profit: The other when oy

once he partslwith'it,‘ very. feldom: expefts to fee any more of it.
Thofe different habits natarally affe€t their temper -and difpofition-
in' every fort of bufinefs. A ‘merchant is commonly a bold; a.

-cotintry gentleman, a timid undertaker. ‘The one is not afraid.

to lay out at once a large capital upon the improvement of his

land, when lie has a probable profpe¢t of raifing the value of it ine

proportidn to the expence. The othér, if  he has any capital,

which is not always the cafe, feldom ventures to employ it in this

manner. -If he improves at all, it is commonly not with a capital,

but with what hé can fave out of his annual revenue. Whoever:

has had the fortune to live in a mercantile town fituated in an un-~
improved country, muft have frequently obferved how much more

{pirited the operations of merchants were in this'way, » than thofe of
mere country gentlemen. The habits, befides, of order,” ceconomy
and attention, to which mercantile bufinefs nathrally' forms , a:
merchant, render him much fitter to execute; with profit and:
fuccefs, any projeét of improvement,

TuirDLY, and laftly, commerce and manufaftures gradually
introduced order and good government, and. with them, the liberty’
and fecurity of individuals, among the inhabitants of the country,

- who had before lived almoft in a continual ftate of war with their

neighbours, and of fervile dependency upon their fuperiors. This,.
though it has been the leaft obferved, is by far the moft important-
of all their effects. Mr. Hume is the only writer who,. fo-far as-
1 know,, has hitherto taken notice of it. ! V

In a country which has neither foreign commerce, nor any of the
finer manufactures, a great proprietor, having nothing for which he-
can exchange the greater part of the produce of his lands which is:

over and above the maintenance of the cultivators,. corifumes the:
7 - whole:
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o Erl?ole.m rui’c.xck .hofpltahty athome. = If this farplus. produce is fuf-
==~ ficient to maintain a hundred or a thoufand men, he can make ufe o;'

iti intaining :
£ 1n no other way than by maintaining a hundred or a thoufand men

1I.;I':.; i;_ser:tail‘; t(;:;f;di:::efj:;, lI'urx:qunded with a '‘multitude of
! . who hav . ..
return for their maintenance, butabelirxligg fl'::(; :I;Itlil;:zrla Icll;t }t:i) gwe .
m}lﬂ: obey him, for' the faz_rie reafon that foldier)s’ n?uﬂ: Sobouutly’
prince. who: pays them, ° Before the extenfion of commerceey tlc?
manufactures in *Europe, ‘the‘héfpitality of the rich and the 'an'
ﬂ'ofn tl‘lc foycreign down to the fmalleft baron," exceeded ev ; gl[ ‘?al’
w%uch in the prefent times we can eafily form a notion of, O
minfter hall was the dining room of William Rufus a;Id.V"'e&~
frequently, perhaps,. not be too large - for - his compa’n . Il:l o
reckoned a piccg of magnificence in Thoma.s-Beckety - tl he
.ih'owed the ﬁoox_‘ of his hall with clean hay or rufhes in t’lie ; atf o
in orde‘r that the knights and fquires, who could not get feat mighs
not fp?ll_their fine cloaths when they fat down on t%lc ﬂoosxf :1 o
their dinner.” The great carl of Warwick is faid to have énterto' ei;
every day at his different ‘manors, thirty thoufand eopl T
though the number here may have been exaggerated, it l;nO};tesl o
ever, have been very great to admit of fuch exaggc;ation R ot
.Pltahty nearly of thé fame kind was exercifed not man s
in many different parts of the highlands of Scotiahdyy;:rf' v ago'
to be_ common in all nations to whom commerce and m:auuf ':er'ns
are htt!e known. - 1 have feen, fays Do&or Pocock, an Aac l;l'les
chief ‘dm.e in the ftreets ‘of a town where he had co,mé t fl Ial 'la'u '
ca'ttle, and-invite all paffengers, cven common beggars, t (;"e m
with him and partake of his ‘banquet, o v o

" occupiers of land_ were n every refpect as dependent upon
great proprietor as his retainers. Even fuch of them as were

not in i : N
a {tate of villanage, were tenants at will, who ‘paid a rent -

in
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in no refpe&k equiva!;:nt to the fubfiftence which the land aﬁ'orded CHAP.

ago in the highlands of Scoflar}d a common rent for lands which
maintained a family, In fome places it is fo at this day; nor will
money at prefent purchafc a greater quantity of coriimedities there
than in other places. In a country where the furplus produce of
a large eftate muft be confumed upon the eftate itfelf, it will fre-
quently be more convenient for the proprietor, that part of it be
confumed at a diftance from his own houfe, provided they who
confume it are as dependant upon him as cither his retainers or
his menial fervants., He is thereby faved from the embarraffment

“of either too large a company or too large a family. A tenant

‘at will, who poffefles land fufficient to maintain his family for Iitﬁlé
‘more than a quit-rent, is as dependant upon the propriefor as any
fervant or retainer whatever, and muft obey him with as little
referve.. Such a proprietor, .as he feeds his fervants and retainers
at his own houfe, fo he feeds his tenants at their houfes. . The
fubfiftence of both is derived from his bounty, and its continuance

depends upon his good pleafure.

Uron the authority which the . great proprietors neceffarily
Yad in fuch 4 frate of _things over their tenants and retainers, was
founded the power of the aiitient barons. They neceflarily became
the judges in peace, and the leaders in war, of all who dwelt
upon their eftates. They could miairitain order and execute ‘the
law within their refpective demefies, becaufe each of them could
there turn the whole force of all the inhabitants againft the injuftice
of any one. No other perfon had fufficient authority to do this.
The king in particular had not. In thofe antient times he was
little more than the greateft proprietor in his domirions, to

whom for the fake of comimon defénce againft their common ene-

. mies, the other great proprietors paid certain refpeéts, o have
énforced payment of a fimall debt within the lands of a great- pro-
Vor. L. ‘ .- 358 prietor,

them. A crown, half a erown, a ftheep, a lamb, was fome years ‘————J
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prietor, where all the inhabitants were armed and accuftomed to
ftand by one another, would have'coft the king, -had he 'attempted
Ait_'by his own authority, almoft'the fame effort ‘as to extinguifh
a civil war. He was, therefore, obliged to abandon the adminif-
tration of juftice through the greater part of the country, to thofe
who were capable of adminiftering it; and for the fame reafon’ to
leave the command of the country militia to thofe whom that
militia would obey. ’ ’

It is a miftake to imagine that thofe territorial jurifdiétions took
their origin from the feudal law. Not only the higheft jurifdi€tions
both civil and criminal, but the power of levying troops, of _coin-
ing money, and even that of making bye-laws for the government
(of their own people, were all rights poffefled allodially by the great

~proprietors of land feveral centuries before even the name of the

“feudal law was known in Europe. The authority and jurifdi€tion

‘of the Saxon lords in England, appears to Liave been as great before
the conqueft, as that of any of the Norman lords after it. But
the feudal law is not fuppofed to have become the common law
of England till- after the conqueft.  That the moft extenfive au-
thority and jurifdictions were poffeffed by the great lords in France

allbdially--long before. the feudal law was -introduced into that -

country, is a matter of fa¢t that admits of no doubt. - That au-
thority and thofe jurifditions all neceffarily. flowed. from the ftate
of property and manners juft now deferibed. - Without - remount-
ing to the remote antiquities of cither the French or Englifh
monarchies, we may find in much later times many proofs that fuch
effets muft always flow from fuch caufes. It is not thirty years ago
fince Mr. Cameron of Lochiel, a gentleman of Lochabar in Scot-
land, without any legal warrant whatever, not being what was then
called a lord of regality, nor even a tenant in chief, but a vaffal of
the duke of Argylle, and without being fo much as a juftice of

o ) : peace,
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‘peace, ufed, notwithftanding, to exercife’ the higheft criminal jurif-

diction over his own:people.” He.is faid to have done fo .with
great équity,' though withotit any of the formalities of juflice; and
it is not improbable that the ftate of that part of the country

at that tinte made it neceffary for him to affume this authority in

order to maintain the publick peace. - That géntleman, whofe rent
never exceeded five hundred pounds a year, carried, in 1745,
cicht hundred of his- own people into the rebellion with him,

o .

Tur introdu&ion' of the feu(lql law, fo far from 'extending, may
be regarded as an agtempt to moderate the a.utllfn"xty_of the great
allodial lords. It eﬁz}bli(hed a rcgu]ar {ubordination, ?ccompamed
with a long train of fervices -and duties, fr'om the king dovs'm to
the fmallet proprietor. During the minon_t.y of the proprietor,
the rent, together with the management of !1;s_laxlds, fell into the
hands of his immediate fuperior, and, coPIcquc_ntly, thofe of all
great px‘opl‘iefors into the hm}ds of the kmg, b.who was charged
with the maintenance and education of the pupil, and' who, fro.r;]
his' authority as guardian, was jfuppp.fcd to .ha_ve a right of dif~
pofing of ‘him in marriage, provided 1.t'w'as }n a manne}- not un-
{uitable to his rank. - But though this inftitution neceflarily tended
: rengthen t ) ;
I;)leglr:tg pi’opr‘ietors, it could not do cither fufﬁc‘iently.for eftal;hﬂlx-
ing order and good government among tl}c. inhabitants o “i‘
becaufe it could not alter fufficiently that ftate o
n which the diforders arofe. The
inued to be, as before, too weak

country ;
property and manners from w
authority of government ftill cont . :
in the head and too ftrong in the inferior members, and the

r £
exceffive firength of the inferior members was the caufe of the

weaknefs “of the head. . After the infitution of feudal fubordi-

g was as incapable of refiraining the violence of
They il continued to make war. ac-
cording

nation, the kin
the great lords as before.
: 352

he authority of the king, and to weaken that of-
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B ?I? K cording to their own difcretion, almoft continually upen one another,

= and very frequently upon the king; and the open country flill

continued to be a fcene of violence, rapine, and diforder.

. BuT whaf all the violence of the. feudal inftitutions could never

have effeted, the filent and,’ infenfible operation of foreign commerce’
and manufaétures gradually brought about, Thefe gradually fur-

nifhed ‘the great proprietors with fomething for which they could
exchange the whole furplus produce of their lands, and which they
could confume themfelves without. tharing it either with tenants or
r;tain_ers. All for ourfelves, and nothing for other people, feems, in
every age of the world, to have been the vile maxim of the maﬁe{s of

mankind. As foon, therefore, as they could find a method of con-

{fuming th_e whole value of their rents themfelves, they had no dif-
pofition to fhare them with any other perfons. Fora pair of diamond
buckles perhaps, or for fomething. as frivolous and ufelefs, the

exchanged the maintenance, or whatis the fame thing, the p’rice 'o};‘
the maintenance of a thoufand men for a yéar, and with it fhe

whole weight and éutholjity which it could give them. The buckles, -

however, were to be all their own, and no other human creature
was to have any fhare of them; whereas in the more antient

method of expence they muft have fhared with at leaft a thoufand
people.  With the judges that were to deteérmine the preférehce,-

this difference was perfectly decifive ; and thus, for the gratification
of 'ﬂ'lﬁ moft childiﬂl, th; meaneft and the moft fordid of all
vanities, they gradually bartered their whole power and authority. '

In a country where there is no foreign commerce, nor any of the-
finer manufaétures, a man of ten thoufand a year cannot well
employ his revenue in any other way than in maintaining, perhaps,

" a thoufand families, who are all of them neceflarily. at his com-

mand. In the prefent ftate of Europe, a man of ten thoufand a:
ye?r cgn fpend his whole revenue, and he generally does fo, with .
out
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out dire&tly maintaining twenty people, or being able to command € II’IVA P
more than ten footmen not worth the commanding. Indirectly, wmy—d '

perhaps, he maintains as great or even a greater number of people
than he could have done by the antient method of expence. For
though the quantity of precious produétions for which he ex-
changes his whole revenue be very fmall, the number of workmen
employed in colle&ting and preparing it, muft neceffarily have been
very great. Its great price generally arifes from the wages of their
labour, and the profits of all their immediate employers. By
paying that price he indirectly pays all thofe wages and profits,
and thus indireGly contributes to the maintenance of all the work-
men and their employers. He generally contributes, however,
but a very finall proportion to that of each, to very few perhaps
a tenth, to many not a hundredth, and to fome not a thoufandth
nor even a ten thoufandth part of their whole annual maintenance,
Though he contributes, therefore, to the maintenance of them all,
they are all more or lefs independant of him, becaufe generally
they can all be maintained without him.

. Waen the great proprietors of land fpend their rents in main-
"tainihg their tenants and retainers, each of them maintains entirely
all his own tenants and all his own retainers. But when they {fpend
them in maintaining tradefimen and artificers, they may, all of them
taken together, perhaps, maintain as great, or, on account of the
wafte which. attends ruftick hofpitality, a greater number of people
than before. Each of them, however, taken fingly, contributes often
but a very fmall fhare to the maintenance of any individual of this
greater number. ~Each tradefinan or artificer derives his fubfiftence
from the employment, not of one, but of a hundred or a thoufand
different cuftomers. Though in- fome meafure obliged to them
all, - therefore, he is not abfolutely dependant upon any one of
them, : ' . :
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“lay out in-the .further improvement of the land. .

THE' NATURE AND CAUSES" Of‘

THe perfbn'al‘ expence-of the great “proprietors having in " this
‘mannet gradually increafed, it was impofiible that the number of their
retainers fhould- not as* gladnally diminith, till.they were at laft

" difiniffed altogether’. - The fame caufe gradually led them to difmifs

the unneceffary part of their tenants. Farms were enlarged, and the
occupiers of - land, notwithftanding the complaints of depopulation,
rediiced to-the’ numbér neceffary for  cultivating it accordmg to the
imperfect ﬁatc «of :cultivdtion- and improvement in. thofe times,
By the xemoval of the unnecefliry mouths, and by exalting from
the farmer- the full value of the farm, a greater_fur plus, or what
is'the fame thing, :the price of a greater fuxplus, was obtained for
the proprietor, .which- the merchants and manufalturers foon fur-

_nifhed him with-a method of fpending upon his own pexfon in the

fame ‘manner -as he had done:the reft. The fame caufe continu-
ing to operate, ‘he' was defirous to raife his rents above what his
lands, in the aclual ftate of “their improvement, could afford. His
tenants could .agree to-this upon one condition . only, that they
fhould be fecured in their poffeflion, for fuch a term of years as
might give them time to recover with profit whatever they fhould
‘The expenfive
vanity of the landlord made him willing to accept of this condmon 3
and hence the ongm of long Ieafcs. o .

Even a tenant at will, who pays: the full value of the land; is
not altogether dependent upon the landlord. - The pecuniary ad-
vantages which they receive:from one dnothex, are mutual and
equal, and fuch a tenant will expofe neither his life nor his fortune’
in the fervice "of the proprictor. But if he has a leafe for a long
term of years," he is altogether independent; and his landlord muft
not -expect from him even -the moft trifling fervice beyond what is
either expreflly fipulated in the leafe, or impofed ~upon him
by the common and known law of the country,

THE

-the highlands of Scotland, they are very common. .
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Tue tenants having in this' manner become mdependent, and CH‘/}P
the retainers being difmiffed, :the great proprietors were no longer ‘=’

capable of. interrupting. the regular. execution of juftice, or of dif-
turbing the peace of the country. : Having fold their birth-right,
not like Efau for a mefs of pottage in time of hunger and neceflity,
but n the wantonnels of plenty, for trinkets and baubles fitter
to_be the play-things of children, . than the ferious purfuits of
men, they became as infignificant ‘as any fubftantial burgher or
tradefman in a city. A regular government was eftablifhed in
the country as well as in the city, nobody having  fufficient power
to difturb its opcrations in the one, any more than in the other, . .

It does not, perhaps, relate to the prefent fubject, but I canrnot
help remarking it, that-very old families, fuch as have poffefled:
fome confiderable eftate from father to.fon.for many -fucceflive
generations, are very rare in commercial countries. - In countries
which have little commerce, on the contrary, fuch as Wales or
The Arabian
hiftories feem to be all full of genealogies, and there is a hiftory
written by a Tartar Khan which has been tranflated into, feveral
European languages, and which contains fcarce any thing elfe;
a proof that antient families are very common among thofc
nations. In countries where a rich man can fpend his revenue in

no other way than by mmntammg as many people as it C'm mam—’

tain, he is not apt to run ou, and’ his benevolence it, feems is
feldom fo. violent as to attempt to maintain more th'm he can
afford. But where he can fpend the gnmtcﬁ revenue upon his

own peLIbn, lhe frequently has no bounds to his expence, becaufe,

he ﬁequcntly has no bounds to his vanity, or to his affection for

his own perfon,

fpite of the. moft v1olent regulauons ot law to plevent theu‘ diffi- -
pation, very feldom remain long in the fame family.. Among,

. fimple

In commercial counmes, therefole, uches, ‘m.
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BOIO K fimple nations, on the contrary, they frequently do without any
ey~ regulations of law; for among nations of fhepherds, fuch as the

Tartars and ‘Arabs, the confumable nature of their Property necef~
farily renders all fuch regulations impoffible.

A REVOLUTION of the greateft importance to the publick hap-

pmefs, was in this manner brought about by two different orders

of people, who had not the leaft intention to ferve the public.
To gratify the moft childifh vanity was the fole motive of the
great proprietors. The merchants- and artificers, much lefs ridi-
culous, ated merely from a view to their own intereft, and in
purfuit of their own pedlar principle of turning a penny wherever

a penny was to be got. Neither of them had either knowledge or

forefight of that great revolution which the folly of the one, and
the induitry of the other was gradually bringing about.

It is thus that through the greater part of Eurdpe the commerce
and manufaftures of cities, inftead of being the effe&t, have been
the caufe and occafion of the i improvement and cultivation of the

o country

Tuis order, however, being contrary to the natural courfe
of things, is neceffarily both flow and uncertain. Compare the
flow ‘progrefs of thofe European countries of which the wealth
depends very much upon their commerce and manufaétures,
with the rapid advances of our North American colonies, of
which the wealth is founded altogethex in aguculture. Through
the greater part of Europe, the number of inhabitants is not fup-
pofed to double in lefs than five hundred years. In feveral of our
North American colonies, it is found to double in twenty or five
and twenty years. In Europe, the law of primogeniture, and per-
petuities of different- kmds, prevent the divifion of great eftates;:

7 . and

gent, and the moft fuccefsful.
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and thereby" hinder. the multiélication' ‘of fimall proprietors.”

territory, who "views it all - with' the " affe€tion which  property,

efpecially {mall property, - natulally infpires, ‘and who upon that

account takes pleafure not only in cultivating but in adorning it,
is . generally of all improvers the moft induftrious, the moft intelli-
The fame - regulations, beﬁdes,
keep fo much land out of the market, that there are always more

,'capltals to buy than there island to fell, fo that what is fold always

fells at a monopoly price. The - rent never pays the intereft of the
pulchafe money, and is beﬁdes burdened  with - repairs and other
occalienal chalges, to which the intereft of money is not liable.
To puxchafe land is every . where in Europe a moft unprofitable
,employment of a fmall capital.” For the fake of the fuperior fecu~
uty, indeed, a man of moderate circumftances,- whén he retires
from bufinefs, will fometimes chufe to lay out his little capital in

~land. A man of profeflion too, whofe revenue is derived from

‘anotheL fomce, often loves to fecure his favings in the fame way,
‘But a young man, who, inftead of applying to trade or to fome
profeﬁi_on, thould employ a capital of two or three thoufand
pounds in the purchafe and cultivation of a fmall piece of land,
might indeed expeét to live very happily, and very indépendently,
but muft bid adieu, forever,-to all hope of either great fortune
or great illuftration, which byia different employment’ of his
ftock he might have had the fame chance of acquiring with other
people.  Such a perfon -too, though he cannot alpire at being 2
proprietor, will often difdain to be a farmer. The fmall quantity
of Iand therefore, which is brought to market,  and the high
prxce of .what is brought, prevents a great number of capitals from
‘being employed in its cultivation and improvement which would
otherwife -have taken that dueéhon ‘In North America, on the
contrary, ﬁfty orfixty pounds is often found a fufficient ftock

Vor. 1, 3 T to
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BOOK to begin a plantdtion wi y : : :
. gin a plantation with. The purchafe and i
. g SO and impr
t—y— uncultivated land, is there the moft profitable enr:p?;r;::::?g
o

thq falleft as well as of the greateft capitals, and the moft dire&t
:loaf to all the fortune and illuftration which can be acquired in
hat country. Such land, indeed, is in N 1 be
( : s y North America t
ilhaél ;:tnq&l for dnothmg, or at a price much below the valu: 2;
ural produce; a thing impoflible in Eur " i
. | > O] y Ed
n; any country. where all lands have long been pﬁzatzr r:)nctlzi:d’
Ih'll;mded eftates, however», were divided equally amon;) afl t}:}:(;
; 1'Iren, upon the death of any proprietor who left a numerou
amily, the elflt:lte would generally be fold. So much land woul;
come to market, that it could no lon
narke ger fell at a monopoly pri
g‘lhe fre}e ;‘entv of the land would go nearer to pay the'};gtyerl;;c:f:'
e purchafe money, and a fmall capital might b i
chafing land as profitably as in any other vfay " employed in pur-

rel;::chAND, on accoux}t of the natural fertility of the foil, of the
fnd 1 ;,xt;nt of fea cqaﬁ: in.proportion to that of the whole c’ountr
an of the many ?avxgable rivers which run through it, and aﬂ'oryci
conveniency of water carriage to fome of moft
the convenic of the moft inland
Euio, ;s It)edll)aps as well fitted by nature as any large countf aritri
S Iﬁ ; | o be the feat of f:oz'eign commerce, of manufa&uresy for
(iftan _t;lal :, l)anfi of all ;he improvements which' thefé can occafion
eginning of the reign of Eli ‘ lifh
e ) g Elizabeth too, the Engli
;lg(;ﬂaturc ?as been peculiarly attentive to the interefts ’of com?ngmh
md mE:lllI:I aétures, and in reality there is no country in Eu ’erce
and itfelf not excepted, of which the law is upon the v:';gle;

more favourable to this fo; i
rt of induft C
oo E Ty. ommerce and manu-
thisures} h:ve accoxdmg'ly been continually advancing ‘durin 'n:H
ihi pzuod. The cultivation and improvement of the cougnt-
» no doubt, been gradually advancing too: But it feems :c}:

" .
ave followed flowly, and at a diftance, the more rapid progrefs of

commerce
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commerce and manufadtures. The greater part of the country CEHLA P
muft probably’have been. cultivated before the reign of Elizabeth ; twy——d

and a very great part of it fill remains uncultivated, and the
cultivation of the far greater part much inferior to what it might
be.  The law of England, however, favours agriculture not only
indireétly by the proteétion of commerce, but by feveral - direct
encouragements. - Except in times of fcarcity, the exportation of
corn is not only free, but encouraged by a bounty, - In times of
moderate plenty, the importation of foreign corn is lo led with
duties that amount to a prohibition. The importation of live
cattle, except from Ireland, is prohibited at all times, and it is but of
late that it was pefmittqd from thence. Thofe who cultivate the land,
therefore, have a monopoly againft their countrymen for the two
greateft and moft important articles of land-produce, bread and
butcher’s meat. Thefe_encouragements, though at bottom, perhaps,
as I fhall endeavour to. fhow hereafter, altogether illufory, fufficiently
demonftrate at leaft the good intention of the legiflature’ to favour
agriculture. But what is of much more importance than all of them,
the yeomanry of England are rendered as fecure, as independent,
and as refpectable as law can make them. No country, therefore,
in which the right of ?1‘imogeniture takes place, which pays tithes,
and where perpetuities, though contrary to the fpirit of the law, are
admitted in fome cafes, can give more encouragement to agriculture
than England.’ Suéh,‘however,"-;’notwithﬁanding, is the ftate of
its cultivation. What would it have been, had the law given no

dire@® encouragement to agriculture befides what arifes indirectly -

from the progrefs of commerce, and had left the yeomanry in

the fame condition as in moft other countries of Europe? It is
now more than two hundred yearé fince the beginning of the reign
of Elizabeth, a period as long as the courfe of human profperity
wlually endures. '

3T 2 FrANCE
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- FRancE feems to have had a confiderable {hare of foreign com=
merce near a century before England was diftinguithed as a com~

. mercial : country. ... The ‘mariné { of :. France - was * confiderable;

accordmg to.the- notions -of -the . times, before the expedition of
Charles the VIIIth to Naples. -The’ cultivation and improvement

- of France, however, is, upon the whole, inferior to that of

Dngland The law of the ‘country has never gwen the fame

'dlrcé‘t encoulagement to grlculture.

Tm: foxelgn commeice of Spain and Portugal to the othcx.

parts of Europe, though chiefly carried on in foreign fhips, is.
very confiderable. That to their colonies is carued on in their own,,

and is much greater, on account of the gréat riches and extent'

of thofe colomes. But it has never ‘introduced any conﬁderable
manufa&mes for diftant fale into either of thofe countries, and
the greater ‘part of both ftill remains unculnvated The forexgn
commerce of Portugal is “of older {’candmg than that of any gxeat
country in Europe1 except Italy

IraLy is the. only great counitry of Europe whlch feems to
have been cultivated. and improved in every.part, by means of
foreign commerce and manufa&ures for diftant falé.” Before the
invafion of Charles the VIiith, Italy, accoldmg to Guicciardin,
was cultivated not lefs in the moft ‘mountainous and barren parts
of the countfry, than in -the plamef’c and moft femle. The ad-
vantageous fituation of the country, and the gleat number of

" independent ftates which at that time, fubfifted in.it, probably.

contributed .not ‘a little to  this genelal cultivation, - It is not
impoffible  too, notwithtanding this general expreffion: of. one
of the moft judicious and referved of modern hiftorians; ' that

- . ' Italy

i
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Ttaly wis not at that’ tlme better culnvated than England is at CHAP.
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'TaE capxtal however, ‘that is acqulred to any country by com- .
mercé and manufaCtores, is all a very precarious and’ unceltam .
pofleffion, till fome part of it has been fecured and realized in the °
cultivation and improvement of its lands. A merchant, it has
been faid very properly, is not neceffarily the citizen of any par-
ticular country. It is im a great meafure indifferent to him from

‘what place he carries on his trade ; and a very trifling difguft will

make him remove his capital, and together with it all the induftry
which it fupports, from one _countrykto another.. No-part of it
can be faid to belong to any particular country,. till it has been
{pread as it were over the face of that country, either in buildings, or
in the lafting improvement of lands. No veftige now remains of the:
great wealth, faid to have been poflefled by the greater part of
the Hans towns, except in the obfcure hiftories of the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries. It is-even uncertain where fome of them.
were fituated, or to-what towns in Eurbpe the Latin names given.
to fome of them belong. But though the misfortunes of Italy
in the end of the fifteenth and beginning of the fixtcenth cen-
turies greatly diminifhed the commerce and manufaétures of the
cities of Lombardy and Tufcany, thofc countries ftill continue
to be among the moft populous and et cultivated in Europe..

The civil wars of Flanders, and the Spanifh government which

fucceeded them, chafed away the great commerce of “Antwerp,.
Ghent, and Bruges. But Flanders. fiill continues. to be one of
the richeft, beft cultivated, and moft populous provinces of
Europe. The ordinary revolutions of war and government cafily
dry up the fources of that wealth which arifes from commerce
only. That which arifes. from the more fohd improvements of

: 7 agriculture,.
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5O IOK agriculture, - is; much more, durable, -and. cannot: be ds.troyed but

m by thofe more violent convulﬁons occafioned by the depredations -
of hoftile and barbarous nations continued for a century or two .
together; fuch as thofe that happened for fome time before and ~ .
after the fall of the Roman empire in the weftern provinces of -

Eluope

Enp of the FirsT  Vorume.
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