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5. I fhall now confider the Ends of Man as they mutually relate one
to another. There are thefe particularities in the Humane Nature that
fingularly commend Man each to other; namely, :

1. A great love and propenfity to Communion and Society; Ari-

stotle fomewhere in his Politicks tells us, that among Animals Bees feem
to be the molt fociable, but that Man is by nature more fociable than
Bees. :

2. That there are implanted certain connatural tendencies , or moral
Principles that do moft naturally fuit with humane fociety ; fuch as the
firlt Rudiments of natural Juftice, Charity, and Benignity, without
which it is impoffible that humane fociety can be upheld. And this
appears hereby , that though it is apparent that evil Educations and
Cuftoms have much defaced and weakned the Principles of Morality
among Men, yet they could never extinguifh it, but even among the
Briars and Thorns the Rudiments of natural Juftice and Morality have
arifen , and all the Order, and Government, and common Regiment of
Societies have been maintained and preferved by it:

Naturam expellas furoa licet, ufque recurret.

3. That the benefit of Speech, and thole other inftituted Signs pecu-
liar only to Mankind arc of great and principal ufe in maintaining and
upholding Society and Communication between Mankind : by thefe
each Man communicates his Thoughts and Conceptions to anothers
each Man inftrucs , direés, and advifeth another , and makes another
partaker of his own Knowledge , Wifdom, Counfel, and Advice; by
this, Contraéts and mutual Commerce are upheld, the mutual Faith of
each other given and taken, and infinite other advantages: by all which
particularities and accommodations of Humane Nature fubfervient to
mutual Society and Love, it feems reafonable to conclude, That the
wife God intended as one of his Ends of the Creation of Man, that Man
fhould be beneficial to Man, fhould be inftrumental for the good of
humane Society. : :

4. There appears in Man ,. befides the {peculative power of his Intel-
lect , a certain admirable ingeny and dexterity in dilcovering and per-
fecting divers Arts as well Mechanical as Liberal, for the benefit, delight,
and convenience of the Humane Nature: The great Arts of Govern-
ment Political, Civil, and Oecconomical, the Arts of Husbandry, and
Improvements of Nature for Food, Clothing, Medicine the Arts of
Geometry, Arithmetick, and artificial Meafuring and Partition of Time
the Arts of Architecture, Navigation; the Art of contriving Letters,
Writing , Printing 5 the Arts of Mufick, and Obfervations of the Laws,
Orders, and Rules of the Motions and Pofitions of the Celeftial Bodies,
or Aftronomys and infinite more, which by the Ingeny and Induftry
of Man have been invented , difcovered, or perfected in all fucceffion of
Ages, for the ufe, benefit, and delight of Mankind.

And although we may obferve an admirable fagacity and dexterity
in many Animals, in certain kind of artifices convenient for their ufe
and the ufe of Mankind, as in the nidification of Birds, Bees, Silk-
worms, and divers others, yet Man hath ftill ‘the prelation; 1. In
refpect of the variety and multiplicity of his Artificial Inventions and

Effections :

Effeétions : commonly the Artifices of Irrational Natures are fingle and
determinate, but the Arts invented and effeéted by Man are multifarious,

- various, and almoft infinite. 2. Befides , his rarional Faculty is more

excellent and perfet than the Faculties of other Creatures in relation to-
Arts, and more fruitful in it. 3. That one Inftrument his Hand, which
Aviftotle well calls Organnin orgamornm, is admirably fuited and fitted to
all variety of Artificial effections more than any of the Organs of other
Creatures , asour own Exgcrience without the inducion of many parti-
culars may eafily demonftrate and evince. By all which, and many

“other peculiar and diftinguithing adaptations and accommodations of

the Humane Nature, we may reafonably conclude, That the wife God
in lodging of thefe particularities in the Humane Nature, had one End
and Delign to make Humane Nature beneficent and ufeful to Mankind
and to humane fociety. And therefore that Precept o often inculcated
by Chrift and his Apoltles of Love, Charity, and Beneficence from Man
to Man, was no other than the re-enacting of that old Commandment,
and diredting Man to one of thofe Ends for which he was made, and
which hath {0 many Indications of it {elf by the peculiar Conftitution,
Make, and Accommodations of our Faculties. :

6. But yet farther, the Creation of Man feems to have a farther End
even in relation to this inferior World , and the Animals and Vegetables

‘themielves, which deferves to be obferved.

Firft, We may eafily oblerve among the Creatures of this lower World
inferior to Man, that there are feveral Ranks of Beings, like fo many
feveral Provinces, but efpecially the Animal and Vegetable Province,
Among Animals fome are fierce, ftrong, and untameable, as Lions,
Tigers, Wolves, Foxes, Dragons, Serpentss and thefe ftand in need

"~ of lome coercive power over them, that they deftroy not the Species of

miore profitable, and yer weaker Animals.  Again, there are fome
Animals that are more ufeful and ferviceable to Man , which are more
obnoxious to be preyed upon and depredated , and their Species to be
utterly deftroyed by the invafion of the more fierce , voracious, and
unruly Animals, as Sheep, Cows, and divers others, which ftand there-
fore more in need of prote&ion and prefervation ; and thofe of the more
voracious and fierce nature are lefs fubjec to be difciplined, tamed , and
brought into fubjection 5 the other are by their very nature more domi-
table, domeftick, and fubjet to be governed : and the like we may obferve
in many kinds of Fowls; as there are Beafts of prey (o there are Birds
of prey , and others more manageable and obnoxious to injury.

Again, if we look into the Vegetable Province, fome Herbs and
Plants are more tender and delicate , and ftand in continual nced of
cultivation, and their very Seeds ftand in need of a more than ordinary
care both in reference to their prefervation and profemination, without
which in a little time their very Species would be loft, or at leaft frangely
degenerate; fuch arc many lorts of Fruit-Trees, Herbs, and choice
Flowers. Again on the other fide, there are multitudes of {pontancous
productions of Vegetables, or fuch as are fo hardy and prolifick, though
lels profitable or uleful, that without a fuperintendent induftry to cor-
reét their excels, would ufurp the whole face of the Earth, and make
it a Wildernels, as fome forcs of hardy Trees , Weeds , Thorns, Briars,
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and other more unprofitable excrelcences; nay the very Superficies of

“the Earth without a fuperintendent Cultivation would grow cither

marfhy and boggy by the defluxion of Waters, or altogether weedy and

“over-grown with exceffive excrefcences: And though much of this

either infertility or unprofitable excrelcence might be the fruit of the
Sin of Man, yet the Wile God that forefaw this Sin and the Effe&
thereof, was not wanting in providing a fit provifional Remedy againft
it5 thar [0 this part of the Work of his Creation might retain its beauty
and ufe.  And though after the Fall of Man this difficulty of this Em-
ployment was greater , by reafon of the Curfe that thereby befell the
Earth, yet even before the Fall the nature of his Employment was the
fame: He pat the Man into the garden of Eden, to dreff and to keep it,
Gen. 3.

In relation therefore to this inferior World of Brutes and Vegetables,
the End of Man’s Creation was, that he thould be the Vice-Roy of the
great God of Heaven and Earth in this inferior World ; his Steward,
Villicus , Bayliff or Farmer of this goodly Farm of the lower World, and
referved to himfelf the fupreme Dominion, and the Tribute of Fidelity,
Obedience, and Gratitude, as the greateft Recognition or Rent for che
fame, making his Ufufrudtuary of this inferior World to husband and
order it, and enjoy the Fruits thereof with fobriety, moderation, and
thankfulnefs. : ]

And hereby Man was invefted with power, authority, right; domi.
nion, truft, and care, to correct and abridge the excefles and cruelties
of the fiercer Animals, to give prote&ion and defence to the manfuete
and uleful, to preferve the Species of divers Vegetables, to improve
them and others, to corre& the redundance of unprofitable Vegetables,
to preferve the face of the Earth in beauty, ufefulnels, and fruitfulnefs.
And furcly, as it was not below the Wildom and Goodnefs of God to
create the very Vegetable Nature, and render the Earth more beautiful
and ufeful by it, {o neither was it unbecoming the fame Wifdom to
ordain and conftitute fuch a fubordinate Superintendent over it, that
might take an immediate care of it.

And certainly if we obferve the fpecial and peculiar accommodation
and adaptation of Man , to the regiment and ordering of this lower
World , we fhall have reafon, even without Revelation, to conclude
that this was one End of the Creation of Man, namely, To be the Vice-
gerent of Almighty God, in the fubordinate Regiment efpecially of the
Animal and Vegetable Provinces.

1. The Earth, and Vegetables, and Animals ftand in need of fuch a
Superior Nature to keep them in a competent order : an ordinary Ob-

“fervation lets us fee how foon thofe Regions uninhabited by Mankind
become rude Forefts and Wildernefles, how deftitute they are of thofe
manfuete Animals, being expofed without a protector to be the prey of
favage Beafts. ,

2. Man, by the advantage of his intelle@ual fagacity and contrivance,
is fitred for this Regiment: For although there be many Beafts much
ftronger than he, as Lions, Tigers, Wolves, and others, yet he is by
the advantage of this Faculty enabled to avoid, and over-match, and
fubdue them, and by the advantage of this Faculty hath power to rccl};ﬁt{l

thole
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thofe that are reclaimable, though of greater ftrength than himfelf, a5
Horfes, Elephants , Camels, and to prote&t and provide for the fat’"cty
and food of thofe that arc either by Art or Nature rendred manfuete,
g? Horfes , Sheep, Oxen, and to make them fubfervient to his ends and
u es' . . .
3+ Thoughof all other vifible Creatures Man feems the leaft provided
with natural offenfive Organs, yet by the advantage of his intellectual
Faculty and that admirable Organum organorum his Hand » he is infinitely
advantaged withartificial helps to defend himfelf, and {ubjugate the moft
contumacious and furious Brute: The Lion, the Bear, the Tiger, the
Wolf, the Horlc, the Elephant, the Bull are furnithed with natural
offenfive and defenfive Munition; but by the advantage of the Hand
Man is able to provide himfelf more ferviceable Atrtillery , as Swords:
Pikes, Arrows, Darts, Nets, Trapps, Toyls, and to ufe them with greater
fecurity and advantage. ;

4. We may allo obferve a kind of connatural neceflity impofed upon
Man to exercife this Oeconomy and Regimerit over Animals and Vege-
tables , for his own prelervation and defence; without the exercifo of
this Regiment he would be over-run with favage and noxious Animals
he would want the fpeed of the Horfe , the induftry of the Ox, the
Clothing of the Sheep,, the Milk of the Cow: without this Regiment
he would be without Corn to feed him, Wine to refreth him , Medicine
to recover him, the Earth would become a barren Foreft or Wildernefs.
over-run with Bryars and Thorns. And it is obfervable, That as the
wife God hath put all things in motion and action, the Heavenly Bo-
diqs, the Elementary Natures, the Meteors, the Animals; {o it is his
Wifdom to preferve Man alfo in bodily as well as mental motion, and
by a kind of neceffity driven him from floth and idlenefs 5 if he will
live he muft eat, and if he will eat he muft labour. Though by the
fall of Man his fabour is fuller of toyl and vexation, yet labour and
induftry was part of his duty and employment in the very ftate of Inno-
cency. ’

As he hath a bufie office and employment committed unto him.
namely, to be God’s Vicegerent and fubordinate Officer in the Regimen;
of the Vegetable and Animal Provinces, fo he is under a neceflity for
his own prefervation, and under an advantage for his own profit and
convenience, induftrioufly and vigilantly to exercife the Province coms-
mlttfd to Qim. . " £ Al

Thus the infinite Wildom of Almighty God chains things ;
and fits and accommodates all things fugitaglc to their ufes andgentiofctheré

5. And yet farther , there feems to be found in the Humane Nature
certain Affections that carry it on effeGually to this employment , his
love to himfelf, his fafety, his convenient fupplies, wealth, and plenty,
invite induftry and pains, and a complacency and delight attends the
acquefls of honelt induftry and pains. S

2. Hitherto we have feen this part of the End of Man’s Creation;
namely, to be a {ubordinate Retor of this inferior World » a Tributary
King thercof by Inveftiture from God himfelf, which Inveftiture was con
ferred upon Man in his firft Creation, Gen. 1.29. and again renewed
after the Fall and Flood ; Gem, 9.3, Pful.8.6. Thow haft made himi to have
' _ Bbb 3 dominior
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dominion over the works of thy hands , thou haft c{ut all things under his feet,
Bue there is yet another Office , another End in the Creation of Ma,
with relation to this inferior World and the Furniture thereof,

Almigbty God in the goodly Frame of this World hath manifefted
the exceeding greatnefs of his Wifdom and Power, asin the Heavenly
Bodies, the Sun, the Moon, the Stars, the Elements, the Meteors,
the Minerals, the Vegetables, the Animals, they all make up a moft
magnificent and ftately Temple, and every Integral thereof full of
wonder, and bears the Infctiption of the infinite Wildom, Goodnefs,
and Power of the Glorious God 5 yet ftill all thefe are but paffive, re-
ceptive , and objective reflections of the Goodnefs and Glory of God:
there is not a Grals in the Field, not a Tree in the Foreft, nor the
fmalleft infect Animal, the Fly, the Worm, but bear an Infcription of
the incomparable Wifdom, Power, and Goodnefs of the Glorious God.
But yet thefe cannot aively glorifie their Maker, they underftand
not their own original nor their own excellence; the nobleft Cedar in
the Field, nor the vafteft Elephant in the sndies, nor the goodlieft
Whale in the Ocean have not the fenfe of their own excellence, nor
from whom they had it, nor can adively and intentionally return Praife
and Glory to their Maker, for they want an intellective Principle to make
thofe dilcoveries or returns.
© 6. TheGlorious God therefore feems to have placed Man in this goodly
Temple of the World, endued him with Knowledge, Underftanding,
and Will, laid before him thefe glorious Works of his Power and Wil-
domj that he might be the common Procurator, the vicarious Repre-
fentative, the common High Prieft of the inanimate and irrational World,
to gather up as it were the admirable Works of the Glorious God, and
in their behalf to prelent the Praifes, Suffrages, and Acclamations of
the whole Creation unto the Glorious God, and to perform that for
them, and as their common Procurator , which they cannot aively,
intelle¢tually, and intentionally perform for themfelves. It is true, the
whole Creation doth objectively and according to their feveral capacities
fet forth the Honour and Glory of their Creator, and cry, Bleffing, ho-
wnour,glory, and power be unto him that [ittteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lams , for ever and ever ; Revelat. 5. 13. and the Plalmift , Pfal 148.

calls upon them all to perform that duty: But Man above all vifible

Crearures is able to perform that duty intelle¢tually and intentionally,
and fitted to be the common Procurator and High Pricft of unintelligent
Creatures, intelligently on their behalf to prelent all their Praifes and
Acclamations to their common Creator, Lord, and Sovereign,

- I have now done with thofe Ends for which we may reafonably con-
je€ture Man was made; Firft, in relation to Almighty God 5 that he
might actively Know, Love, Serve, Honour, and Obey Him: Secondly,

in relation to others of Mankind; mutual Beneficence, Juftice, and.

Charity: Thirdly, in relation to the inferior Creatures; to be their
fubordinate Regent under God, and to be the common Prieft for the
reft of the vifible Creation, to prefent their Recognitions and Praifes to

their Maker.
I now come to confider what we may reafonably conje&ure mighe
be the End of the Wife and Glorious God in the Creation of Mian. in
o relation
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rclation to himfelf. The former Ends were fuch as were terminated
without him , either to God, the reft of Mankind, or the unintelle@ual
Creatures 5 but this Enquiry is touching that End that is terminated in
himfelf; the former were Ends of Office or Duty, this of Fruition or
Enjoyment. :

And in this Enquiry I fhall firft proceed Negatively, to fhew what
this End is not; and then Affirmatively, as far as the Light of Nature
and natural Reafon will di&ate (forin this Difcourfe at prefent I go no
farcher ) what it is, or may be reafonably concluded to be.

As to the former , or Negative Procedure,

"1. Therefore I fay the proper, peculiar end of Man in point of fruition
is not a fenfible fruition, or a Life of Senfe, but fomewhat that is
higher , nobler, and of another nature, It is true, that as Man agrees
in the animal Nature with other Animals, and confequently hath a
Life of Senfc as well as they, therein they participate of one common
end : but that which we are enquiring concerning, is, the fpecifical
peculiar End of Man, appropriate to, and defigned for him as fuch;

rand therein it is that we affirm the end of his fruition is not the end of

a fenfible Being, but of a Nature fpecifically and vaftly different from ir.
And this I fhall prove, and alfo illuftrate by thefe following Reafons and
Conclufions. :

1. As I have before oblerved the Methed of fearch and enquiry into
the fpecifical or peculiar end of any Exiftence, is by obferving the fpe-
cifical and peculiar exiftence of Faculties of that Beingy for we have
reafon to think, that the fpecifical and peculiar end thereof is fomewhat
that bears a fpecifical proportion to thofe Faculties and Excellencies ¢
thus we reafonably conclude,, That fince the Animal Nature hath a
fpecifical and peculiar excellence and faculty above Vegetables, namely,
the faculty of Senfe, that thereforeits proper end of fruition is not a bare
fruition of a vegerable Life or the commenfurate Good thereof, but a
Good that is fuperior, and accommodate to the Life of Senfe. And
upon the (ame account we may conclude, That fince the Excellence and
Faculties of the Humane Nature are of a higher Make and Order than
that of Senfe, namely, an intellectual Faculty; thercfore the peculiar
end of the Humane Nature is not terminated in a Life of Senfe , or a
fruition of that Good which is not only proportionate or accommodate
to a fenfible Life or Nature, but in a fruition of fomething anfwerable

- to the eminence and nature of an intelleétive Faculty. Now it is ap-

parent to any confiderate Man, that the Operations , the Objeéts, the
Delight of the intellectual and rational Faculties of Underftanding and
Will, lye higher than the Faculties of Senfe, and have little communion
with them: The very contemplation of natural Caufes and Effeés, if
we went no higher, are not in order to a fenfitive Good, but often
depriveusof it: the contemplation and aétion of moral Virtues are above
the reach of Senfe; tranquillity of Mind, peace of Confcience, perce-
ption and fruition of the favour and love of God, the fatisfaction of the
Underftanding in that contemplation, the motion and tendency of the
Will towards it as its chiefeft Good : Thefe are things that delight and
pleafe the Intellectual Nature, (if not bafely and grofly immerfed in,

- and proftituted to the Animal Nature) are more geateful, fapid; and

deligheful
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delightful to the Mind, than the beft Apparatus ox Provifions of a fenfible

Good.
. 2. Again, it is apparent that the very excellency and preference of

+he Intelletual Nature doth render the fruition of the Good of Senfe

lefs good, lefs fatisfactory, than it is to the Brutes: the Good of Senfe is
fo far from being the fpecifical or peculiar end of Man, that the very
Make, Texture, and Order of his nobler Faculties rendcrs it not only
incomplete , but deficient, and lefs competent to him, than if he had
not this excellency of Faculties which are fpecifical to his Nature. And
therefore certainly it can never be that Good that is the appropriate end
of fruition in Man, for it is lefs good to the Beafts , and that even upon
the very account of the excellencies of his Faculties: I fhall give many
Inftances hereof.

The fruition of the delights of Senfe in the Beafts are more entire;
fimple, and unallayed than they arein Men; becaufe it is apparent, that
in the Intelle@ive Nature there is fomething that checks , controls, and
fowrs the fruition of Senfe, namely the Confcience, which hath often-
times a contrary motion, and checks the inferior Faculties of Senfe, even
when it oftentimes cannot control it , it chides and allays the contentation
of fenfual Delights; fo that even in Laughter the Heart is forrowful :
but the Brutes have no fuch correction of their Delights in fruition of
Senfe, but are entire in their enjoyments.

Again, it is a great perfection of the Humane Nature, that it hath a
more fixed , ftrong , and compa& memory of things paft than the Brutes
have: A Brute torgets his fruitions when they are paft, hath not the
fenfe , much lefs the memory of any faults or follies committed by him 5
and therefore his prefent fruitions are not fowred with the remembrance
of thofe better {eatons of delight that he once had: Bur Man hath ever
a remembrance of what is paft, he remembers his faults and follies,
and what fenfible advantages he loft by this or that inadvertence, over-
fight, or folly, if his prolperity or fruition were formerly greater, it
depreciates his prefent enjoyment: fo that the excellence of his memo-
rative Faculties makes his prefent enjoyment faint, weak, and rtaft:
lefs. .

Again, Man hath a more exquifite fenfe of prelent incumbent evils
than the Beafts have: as his fruition of the fenfible Good he enjoys is
not {o entire as the Beafts, fo his fenfe of any incumbent evil is more
fharp , quick , and galling than that of the Beafts, and thereby his pre-
fent fenfible contentations are fowred and allayed. When Haman had
all the fenfible Honours, Wealth, Affluence, that the Court of the
greateft Monarch in the World could yield him, yet the want of a
bow from <Mordecai fowred all his enjoyments, and made him fick for
the want of it. And when #hab had all the Honours and Provifions
that a Kingdom could afford him, yet the want of Nabotk's little Vine-
yard rendred all his enjoyments taftles. And this Confideration is
eafily improveable, if we confider that the very ftate and condition of
our fenfible Life hath many more diftaftful and fharp ingredients than
the bratal Life hath; and the greateft fenfual Contentments in Man are
commonly haunted with more than one of thefe difpleafling Guefts: The
Beafts have no fenfe of reproach, difhonour, dilgrace, which yett fic
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clofe upon Men , efpecially of great Spirits and Enjoyments. The Dif-
cales and Diftempers in Man are ten to one more in number, and fharper
or longer than in Beafts: and any of thefe render the beft fenfual Enjoy-
ments ecither taftlels or vexing,.

Again, and moft principally of all the reft, the Brutes have little
profpect to the future, if any ac all; their proviliens for things to come,
as for the Winter, for their Young, and the like, feem not fo much
acs of diftinct knowledge or forefight of the future, as certain conna-
tural Inftinés alligated to their nature by the wife and intelligent difpo-
fition of their moft wife Creator. And henceit is, that they have no confi-
deration or fear of deathtill they feel its and if they have a good Pafture
at prefent , they are not folicitous how long it will laft, or what they
fhall do after: they are not tormented with fears of what may come,
becaufe they have no anticipations or fufpitions of what may be in the
future 5 and by this means their enjoyments are fincere, unaflayed with
fears or fufpitions, they fear not death, becaufe they are not fenfible of
their own mortality till they feel themfelves dying : But the cafe is quite
otherwife with Man, the excellency of his Faculties, and the impreffion
of Experience and Obfervation gives him a forefight of many things
that will come, and a ftrong fufpition of many more that may come ; and
by this means he anticipates Mileries, and becomes twice milerable : firft,
in fears, pre-apprehenfions, and anticipation, and then again in the aGual
undergoing of it; and if thofe {ulpeéted and feared evils never overtake
him, yet heis equa]iiy if not more miferable than if they did: For his
pre-apprehenfions and fufpitions renders them as fharp as if they were
felr, and many times fharper, by the appofition of the moft hideous
and aggravating circumftances that his thoughts and fears can fathion.
And this very advantage of anticipation and forefight, which is a per-
fection and excellence in Man above the Brutes, {addens his Joy, galls
and frets his fenfual Contentment, and upon the very account of his
own excellency and perfection renders the fruition of a fenfible good
utterly incompetible to be that end of fruition which the wife God de-
figned for him: Thus when he hath Wealth and Plenty he is under a
thoufand cares and fears, fometimes of falle Accufers, fometimes of
Thieves and Robbers, fometimes of Fire and Cafualty s and while he
is rich and plentiful in fruition, he is poor and miferable by anticipation :
If he be in Health and Strength, whereby fenfual Goods have their
proper guft and relifh wich him, yet he is under the fear of Sicknefs,
Pain, and Difcompofure , which fear renders the Dileafc in a manner
prefent before it comes, and o gives a diftaft and difrelith to even his
prelent fruition.

_And now if it be faid , That as this fagacity and forclight fometimes
gives a difadvantage under Enjoyments by the Paffion of Fear, fo it
makes an amends under fenfible Inconveniences by the Affetion of
Hope: I anfwer, It is true, it doth make fome amends, but yet it is
not anf{werable, . :

For firft, the anticipations of Fear are ever more vigorous than the
anticipattons of Hope. 2. The objeéts , means, and occafions of our
fears in relation to fenfuals, are ever more and greater than the objects
of our hopes; becaufe we are obnoxious more to dangers, and thole of

divers

UV S,




e

376

Of a true Origination of

Seq.1V.

divers kirds , than we are to deliveranees and recoveries from {enfible
evils. 3. But thav which is inflar vmnium is this ; Death puts a period
to all ientual Comforts, and this Death is certain will overrake us, and

“we knovs not how foon; and this forclight of Death is a certain fore-

fight, ard a continual object of certain tear, And this fear of Death,
and the anticipation thereof is always prefent with us, and we cannot
defiver our fclves from the fear and forefight of it, no mofz than we
can deliver our felves from the thing it felf; and commonly the antici-
pation and fear of Death is more terrible, and dreffed up in a more
hidcous profpect than Death it felf,  And this one provifion and antici-
patcion of Death, is that which-makes all fenfual Goods utterly incom-
petible to be a fuitable end of fruition to a Man, upon thele two ac-
counts, viz. Firlt, that this prefenfation and anticipation of Death doth
fadly allay all fenfible enjoyments, makes them weak, and renders them
ungrateful. 'The Expreflion is excellent, Hes, 3.15. who throwph fear
of death were all their life time [ubject to bondage : the delicacies of a Man
in Bondage lofe their taft and relith, Again fecondly, it prefents all our
enjoyments as determined or determinable in a fhort time, which takes
oft the value of any fenfible enjoyment. It muft nceds be, that fenfual
cojoyment muft be abated , when he that enjoys it doth in the very
enjoyment thereof know it muft not laft long: "a Beaft enjoys his full
Pafture with greater contentment, that yet thall be taken from him, or
he from it to morrow , than any Man can enjoy the fweeteft Provifion
for his Senfe, while he is under the a¢ual fenfe thar he muft dye to
morrow, The advantage of the anticipation of Death is that which
renders it impoffible that a fenfual good can be the ultimare good of
fruition to Man, fince it is by chat very advantage rendred a lefs good o
him than to the Beafts that perifh. :

The Proof of the Immortality of the Soul of Man belongs to fome of
the following Difcourfes, I fhall not now launch out into that Deep,
But to me this very Confideration, that the very excellence of the hu-
mane Faculties, efpecially that whereby he hathi a profpect and confi-
derate anricipation of Death, renders the good of Senfc lefs good, delight-
ful, and pleafant to this excellent Creature Man than it 1s to the very
brute Beafts ; hath been a ftrong Moral Evidence, that there is an immor.
tal Soul in Man, for which an immortal Good is referved : Becaufe ic
feems not fuitable with Divine Wifdom and Oeconomy, that the Brutes
fhould have a_greater felicity than Man yet {o it muft be, if the end
of Man’s {ruition werc only a fenfible Good , or a Good fuited only to
the Life of Sen(e. -

2. And furcly if the good of Senfe be not the adequate end of humane
fruition, then much lefs can thofe things be the end of fruition intended
for Man, which are but provifional and fubfervient only to the good
of Senfe; and firch are Honours, Grandeur, Power, and Wealth, they
arc but fo many fublervients to the acquiring or performing of the good
of Senle, or the fruition of a fenfible Life to him that hath them , and
therefore lower and lefs valuable than thofe things for wholfe fake and
ulc they ferve, .

And thus far I have gone in the Negative , whereby I have endea-
voured to evince that the good of Senfe, the fruition of thofe good

things
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things that (erve for a fenfible Life, Meat, Drink , Clothing ; the Plea- -

fures and Delights of the Senfes, the expletion of the Faculties of the
Senfible Nature; their motions are not the peculiar end of fruition de-

figned by the wife God to the Intellectual Nature of Man. I come to

confider it Pofitively , That there is an end of _Fruition, and what we
may reafonably conjeture it may be. . v

That Man was created for an cnd of fruition appears, 1. From the
nature of the Efficient: It is, as before is obferved , the property of
every intelligent and wife Efficient in all his Works and Aions to
interid an End, and an end fuitable to the valuc of the work, but thae
is not always an end of fruition to the work it felf; it is fufficient, that
there is an_end in the work: Many times a wife Agent produceth a
work or effect in order to fomething elfe, an inftrument fubfervient to
fome other thing; and thus he might have made Man only to ferve;
glorifie, and honour his Maker, as a Man makes a Saw or a Watch as
an Inftrument for his own ufe, without any communication of a Good
of fruition to the thing thus made. But as Almighty God is a moft
wile Efficient, {o heisa moft benign and bountiful Efficient ; He made
all things not only for the glory of his Wifdom , but for the communi-
cation of his Goodne(s to the things He thus made, according to the
meafure and capacity of their participation. He made _the inferior
Animals for theglory of his Wildom and Power, and for the fervice
of Man, and yet he communicated to them fo much ef fruition and
enjoyment, and of fuch a Goed as was fuitable to their nature , namely,
a fenfible Good. There is not the meaneft Infed in the World but hathi
a Good ef fruition proportionate to its nature, namely, of a fenfible
Good in which it delights, and which it endeavours to preferve. And
thus as the Wildom of this great Efficient made Man the moft excellent
of Vifible Natures, for an end, and fuch an end as was fuitable to the
excellence of the Nature he thus made, namely , actively to ferve and
glorifie his Maker; fo the Goodnels and Beneficence of this bountiful
Efficient defigned an end of fruition to this Creature, and defigned unto
him allo fuch a fruition , and of fuch a good as is proportionate to the
excellence of that Nature he thus made: And otherwile he fhould have
been proportionally lefs beneficent to the nobleft of fublunary Creatures;
than he is to the meancft of living Animals; which together with the
end defigned in them 7z ordine ad alind , have an end of fruition of fuch
a Good as is proportionate to their being, nature, and capacity; .

2. And as thus the contemplation of the Efficient , and his Beneficehce
to other created Beings , induceth us to conclude an end of fruition
defigned to Man, fo the contemplation of the Work it {elf concludes
the fame, Man hath in the peculiarity. of his nature thefe rwo great
Powers and receprive Faculties , whereby he is rendred amply capable
of a great enjoyment, namely his Underftanding , whofc proper Objet
1s Truth, and the nobleft Trath thatis, and its proper action is directed
to that Object , namely, Intelle&ion and Will, whofe proper Obje¢t is
[Good,] and the greater and more fovercign the Good is, the more
luitable it is to this power, and the proper act of this power is to reach
after; and defire, and embrace, and deligh.in its Obje¢t: and the filling
of thele two receptive powers with the chicfeft intelle@ual Truth, an?i;
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with the chicfeft and intellectual Good , is that which perfcé@s, advan-
ceth, and enableth thefe Faculties or Powers.
And this doth lead us to a juft difcovery of what that end of fruition is,

_for which Man wasdefigned by his beneficent Creator, namely, fuch as is
‘{uitable, anfwerable, and proportionate to thofe Powers or Faculties in

Man whereby he excells all inferior Animals, his Underftanding and his
Will ; and herein confifts his happine(s, his end of fruition or enjoy-
ment. : .
1. As to his Underftanding, the great and general fruition of Good
therein is Knowledge: Now I fhall diftinguifh thefe Objeéts of Know-
ledge or Scibilia into two kinds; 1. The Scibilia fubordinatz, which
being united to the intellective Power by that act or habit which we call
Knowledge, do advance and perfeét this Power or Faculty in a (ubordinate
way, meafure , ordegree 5 fuch is the knowledge of Natural Caufes and
Effeéts of Arts Liberal or Manual, of Rules of juffam and decorsm, of Mo-
ral Truths, and the like: this gives a {ubordinate perfection and fruition to
this Power varied and diverfified according to the worth of the Objects,
and the perfection or clearnefs of their perception. 2. The Scibile [wpre-
mum , which is the ever-glorious God, his Perfection, Attributes, Wildom,
Power, Goodnefs, his Will, and Commands, o far forth as that infinitely
petfect Being is cognoltible by our finite Underftanding: This is the
{apreme Truth, the higheft fruition of the intellective Power, and the
greateft perfection of an intelle@tive Nature as fuch. _
2.'Again , as to the power of the Will, it hath likewife Objects of
Good anlwerable to the former diftribution. 1. The fubordinate Good of
Moral Virtues, Honefty, Sobriety, Juftice, Temperance, and all the train
of Moral Virtues ; thefe being united to the Will in their acts and con-
ftant habits, the Will enjoys a great Moral Good , tranquillity of Mind,
complacency and delight. 2. The Sovercign Good, which is the glorious
God, reached after by the Will as the chiefeft Good , and enjoyed in the
manifeftations of his Love, Favour, Prefence, Influence, and Beneficence :
this fills the vafteft motions of the Will, fills it with Peace, Contentation,
and Glory, and keeps it neverthelefs in a perpetual motion, by returns of
Gratitude , humble Love, Obedience, and all imaginable extenfion of it
felf for the Service, Honour, and Glory of that God that hath thus boun-
tifully given to the Soul a power in fome meafure receptive of his Infinite
Self, and fitted that power with a proportionate Good, even the Goodnefs-
and Bounty of the ever-glorious God. :
And now becaufe Man hath a double ftate, namely, a ftate in this Life in
.conjunétion of the Soul with the Body, naturally diflolvible, and a ftate of
Immortality after this Life, either in the Soul alone, or in the Soulin con-
junétion with an immortal Body, as fhall be fhewn in its due time: there-
fore proportionable to this double ftate is that fruition which Almighty
God defigned for his End. ]
1. In this Life, the proportionable fruition of Man is that which is
compatible to the ftate he hath here, namely, the knowledge of God and
his Works in a mealure fuitable to the intelle¢tual Capacity in this Life,
the fenfe of the Divine Love, Favour, Goodnefs, and Protection, the
fenfe of his own Duty to God, to Man, to him(elf, with a cheerful endea-

vour to obferveit: And from thele arile dominion over his Pafﬁpn{s apd
wnferiox
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inferior Faculties, and the due placing, ordering, and moderation of them;
a refignation of his Will to the Divine Will, and a dependance upon his
Goodnefs, Power, and All-fufficiency : and from all thefe arife peace of
Confcience, contentation and tranquillity of Mind, in ‘which even the

wileft of Heathens placed the greate{t Happinefs ac%‘uirablc inthis Lifé, - =
{

2. After this Life an immutable ftate of everlafting Reft and Happi-
nels in the Beatifical Vifion of God, and fruition of {fo much of his

~ Goodnels afid Beneficence as a glorified Soul is capable of : for it is rea-

fonable that the end of fruition of an Immortal Nature fhould be an evet-
lafting Good, commenfurate in its intention and duration to fuch an Im-
mortal Nature,

And now if any Man fhall enquireif this be the End of Almighty God
in the Creation of Man, How comes it to pafs that all Men attain not
this End, or how comes it to pals that Almighty God comes to be fruftrated
of the End which he thus defigned, as well in relation to his own Glory,

- as the Good of Mankind ¢

1 Anfwer, firft in general, That this Enquiry belongs to anether way
of Examination, namely, herein we muft have the afliftance of Divine
Revelation, both to anfwer this Enquiry and to guide us init, which in
this place is not defigned to be profecuted. .

2. Yet more particularly thus much I fhall fay, 1. That the wife God
hath as it were twifted his own Honour and Glory with Man’s Felicity
and Happine(s; if Man decline to honour , glorifie, love, and obey his
Maker, and calts off the primary and chiet End of hisBeing, it is juft
and neceflary that he be deprived of the End of his own Fruition and
Happine(s , which is the Reward of his Duty., 2. The Liberty of the
Will was the great Prerogative of the Humane Nacure, and Almighty
God having furnifhed that Nature with all conducibles to enable him to
obey, and to continue him in that Obedience, Man by the abufe of his
own liberty deprived himfelf of hisown felicity: When we (peak there-
fore of the End of Man we fpeak of it as God made him , not as Man
made , or rather unmade himfelf.

But of this End of the means of his Reftitution by Chrift, and the
admirable Syftem and Connexion of the Divine Providence in relation
to Man in his Redemption, belongs to another Difcourle: Weare in this
preceding Difcourle but in the outward Court of the Temple, where
the Genttles came, or might come by natural Light or Ratiocination.

Therefore to conclude all, :

Almighty God out of his abundant Wifdom, Goodnels , and Benefi-
cence as he hath made Mankind, {0 he hath fitted him for a double End,
namely, to glorifie his Maker, and everlaftingly to enjoy him, and in
order hereunto hath given him a double ftation, and in each of thefe a
differing kind of fruition of his Maker, wiz. a ftation in this lower
World, and a ftation in the glorious Heavens,

His ftation in this lower World, is during the time of his mortal Life
here below; and in this ftation the glorious God hath furnifhed Man-
kind with all conveniencies and accommodations fuitable to it, as the
comfortab}e Accommodations of his fenfible Life, the Comforts of hu-
mane Society, the Ufe and Dominion of his Creatures , ,the admirable
Faculties of his Mind , the Books and Inftruétions of his Word and
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Will, the goodly Works of Creation and Providence, the Tenders and
Ayders of his Grace and Guidance, the Effluxes and Manifeftations of his
Favours and Love, the Anticipations and Hopes of Eternal Happinefs ,
thefe and many more fuch as thefe, the Bountiful God affords to Mankind,

. even in this ftate of Mortality, which may and do render it in a great

mealure very comfortable.
But withall he lets us know, and we muft know, That thefe are but
as fo many Bountics to render our paffage through this Life the more

~ + cafie and convenient to our felves, and the more ferviceable to our great

Lord and Mafter : - This is not to be the place of our reft or final happinefs,
but a place of exercile and probation, a place of preparation for our future
and more durable ftate ; ‘we are here as it were but put to School to learn
our Duty and our Leflans, we are but as young Plants planted in a
Nurfery, till we come toa convenient fize and fitnefs to be removed , and
then we arc to be tranfplanted into another and a richer Soil. 1In this
World we are as it were Seeds ripening upon the Trees or Stalks till
they are fully digefted and ripe, and then as the Seeds drop into the
Ground and become the Seminary of a new Plantation: fo by Death
we drop into Eternity, and become the Children, the Embryones of the
Relurrection, and then we come into that fecond and blefled {tation,
the Country of our Reft and Happinefs, our Home, and the End of our
Being 5 where we. fhall ever behold the Glory of the Glorious God , and
glorific him for ever; where we fhall have the perpetual, fenfible, vi-
gorous, fatisfactory Manifeftation and Influences of his Love to all Erer-
nity, and enjoy that Bleflednefs which Eye hath not feen, nor Ear heard,
neicher hath entred into the Heart of Man to conceive : And. this is the
great End of the Glorious God in making this great goodly Creature
called Man, whole BOde is but the Husk, the Shell of that vital , immor-
tal Beam of Light, Life, and Immortality, that Seminal Principle of
Eternal Life, the Soul , irradiated and influenced by the Sacred Spirit of
Life andl Love, and if God lend me Life and Strength , fhall in my next
be handled, : '
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