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that Animal that well near elcapes his fight by reafon of its {malaefs, as
the Acarss , the Cyro or Hand-worm , yet he fhall plainly by the help of
a Microfcope behold in it all the conformation of its little Limbs ufeful
for its being 5 all the @perations of Senfes and Organs thereof’; the feveral
Faculties, Offices, and Parts fubfervient to it the feveral #7feera that
ferve for the exercife of Life and Senfe, it muft needs render the Skill
of the ‘Author thereof admirable. But yet again, when poflibly the
Seminal Principle of this little Animal bears it may be as {mall a pro-
portion to it as the Infet it felf doth to greater Animals; it may be a
little imperceptible Egg ; and yet in that little Body all the Ideal parts
of this Animal and that Principle that immediately conforms the feveral

" Faculties and Organs of this little Animal: The Power and Wildom

that conforms fuch a little Semen is no le(s, wonderful , than if it had
immediately conformed the C4nimal without the intgrvention of fuch a
Seminal Particle. .. : T _ SRR
- And .therefore molt certainly the Conformation of thele little Adole-
sule emimales , if any be antecedent to the production of thele Infeds , is
a work of intelligence, choice, eletion, defign, and that of a moft wife
and intelligent Being s and cannot be the production either meerly of
Chance, as the Epicsreans would have it; nor of that which little differs,
namely, an ignorant, unknowing , unelettive Principle, for fuch is barely
Nature, unlefs they that ufe thar denomination mean by it Almighty God.
And when I affert that thele Moleculs [eminales antecedent to the pro-
dué&ion of any living or fenfible nature, if there beany fuch, are produced
by Almighty God ; it is not my meaning, that they are therefore imme-
diately created , or immediately put together or compounded (by the
immediate Finger of God ) if I may ufe that Expreflion to render the
fenfe I intend : But it is fufficient , that the great and {upreme intelle-
&ual Being having in hisinfinite Wifdom the Profpec of all things, hath
fo fet and ordered the Motion of Second Caufes, to bring together and
mingle the conftituent Materials of thele Semina, and he by his Almighty
Fiar hath annexed to fueh Compoefitions, and impriated upon them the

- ftamp and efficacy of a Seminal Principle; it will be equally the Work

of Almighty God if thefe Compofitions be brought together by the
Motion and Heat of the Sun, or by the powerful Motion and Determi-
nation of various kinds of Ferments; fome poflibly originally created,
and difperfed in the Earth, Air, and Waters; others accidental, arifing
from the corrupted and mingled Matter of diflolved Animals and Vege-
tables, whereof I fhall in due time, God willing, give a more diftin&
Account ; as if they were immediately created out of nething : But the
Mint, the Stamp, the Signature, the Seminal Efficacy of this  iolecals
“feminalis is the Intention, Ele&ion, and Fiaz of the glorious God , and can
never be the bare production of a furd unintelligent nature. So that
although it fhould be granted, that the excrefcence of thofe /»feita ani-
malia is not av this day from the Semina infectorum , bue that both in the
firft production of them in Nature, and the yearly or daily produéion of
them now, they were ex feminibus, non ex infectis decifis ; yet thofe Seminia
or Seminales molecule were not meerly natural , as Nature imports a furd
producion of things, but were the Work and Intention of the great and
glorious God of Nature, - - o S g
Q
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So then we may hereby fee what would be purely natural in thefe se-
mins, whatnot. 1. It were thus far natural that the material Parti-
cles thereof poffibly might have an exiftence in Nature betore their

- Compofition ; whether thele Parricles were parily . thofe Jones Ypirits,

and partly chole Humores primogenii that were interiperfed in Nature, or
poflibly the conftituent Effentials both of the Semina themfelves and of
the Individuals’ produced by them. Again, 2. They might be thus far
natural, that the immediate Inftruments-of the conjun&ion of thele
Particule [eminales mighe be the Heat, or Influence, or Motion , or Agi-
tation of the Heavenly Bodies, or what other natural Inftrument the

- Divine Power might employ in their Coagmentation. : 3. They would be

thus far natural, that when thefe Particule feminales were conjoyned toge-
ther, and made up into their Molecule feminales, and when they had
received their Signature, their Energy by the Divine Fiat, they would
naturally produce'thei Effe&, wiz. the produ@ion of an Infe&, when
they had obtained a convenient Aenfiruum to lodge it , and the kindly
Heat to ripen them ; this would be as natural as any Operation of Heat
of Cold , or other things are natural; which though they had their firft
exiftence by the Supernatural Power and Will of God, yet when they
are in their exiftence they move and a&t according ‘to that- nature

. whichis put into them, which is the Law of their Being, given them by

.y

Almighty God, - "' -

- Buc the Virtue that gives thefc Molecule feminales their Energy of
Produ&ivenefs] of Life and Senfe, their Determination in their, gveral
Specics and ‘Ranks'; that mints and ftamps: them as it were:with their
Effe d#e_:fmm [eminale , is the Inftitution and Fiat of the Diviné Will and
Ordination, - =~ 1. oD
+ Sothat if thete beat this day any Semina of Infeits animalia ex non infeitis

- which gives them their feveral determinate fecies: and natures, though
. Idm not of the mind of Scotus , that they.have dn immediate, Creation

by God , yet I am not of the mind of Beregdrdus, who thinks they are
mecrly natural, and made up.and put.together without the Pre-difpo-
fition, Ordination, or Signature of the God of Nature; as the firft power
communicated to the primogenial natures:of Animalsand Men, to have
a'Vis Seminativa and Prolifica was in thefirft Creation of Maskind com-
municated to them by virtue of the Divine Inftitution and Benedi&ion,
though the way of exerting that Power, when produced, was natural, .

- Bue poffibly much of what is in this Chapter is needléfs , . if in truch

the individual natures of Infecs were at firlt created by God, without
any pre-cxifting Semes (as we are lufficiently taught, Gex. 1, 20, 25.) and
that the Seminal and Prolifick Power: was given to them as other Ani-
mals, and confequently the Seminia viventinns were fublequent 5 and got
antécedent to the firft Inftitution of the. Animial Nature , and an, effect
thoreof . o o L ol e
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felves, that feem to have an equality of perfedtion, as fome forts of

CAP. VL

’ the fProJu&iono Infects were totally fhontaneous, equivocal,
Su?:{ii’g: P:ltl’ido , ,wket{;r 44} Confequence be thence deducible for the
like Production of perfect Animals | but efpecially of Men.

i at Infeés, and thofe equivocal Generations,, havean ad-
meisratll;?: ’p:.?fc&ion in their kind ,ec}xqt much unlike to thofe that we
find in the more perfeét Animals, and indeed theyare fo much the more
admirable, becaufe their little and almoft imperceptible moles ren-
ders their diftinétion of Faculties and Organs the more curious and

artificial. -~ .. .- o P U SO
¢ their feveral Facultigs, the Senfes of Sight, Hearing, Touch

an:!r l’}?ﬁl:v they have the digeftive, egeflive, ang other parts of the
Nutritive Faculty; and though their individual produ&ien may feem
equivocal, and of no univocal Seed of the fame kind, yet they have
the Generative Faculty, and propagate their fpecies as well as perfe@
Animals, and have thercin diftinction of Sexes, as appears by fre-
uent experience, notwithftanding the doubt or.contrary Opinion of
?Anﬂotle; and although their Phantafie is more lubricous and fickle
than perfe¢t Animals, yet it is evident that chey have a Phantafie, as
appears by their ‘Motions and little Operancl))ns ;hanlc{ ta:r ;chf Igg:

o they have Memory, as appears by the Returr

f:gnlg?g;ir‘;s 16 :);heir homes from great diftances: Aad as they heve
thefe Faculties of Life and Senfation, fo they pave Organs accom-
modate and admirably fittted to thofe feveral Faculties, namely, to l}{u-
trition;, Augmentation ,” Generation, Senfe, Local Motjon, Phantafie
Appetite , which are fo far from being contemptible, in refpect of the
fmallnefs and petitenefs of thefe listle Animals, thatindeed in fome refpect
they arethe more admirable , as a fmall Warch is an evidence of greater
skill and artifice than a greater, or as a fmall Picture drawn tothe Life
commends the skill of the Painter fometimes more than a great Dranghs,
But yet for all this, .we muft not chink chat thefe litle Animals are-of
*an equal perfeétion with che greater and nobler: Cafer’s Image drawn
upon a Cherry-ftons is a pisce of great ciriofity, but not of an equal
perfodtion to hislively Statue in Brafs , or that a Fly is of an equal per-

. fection with an Edgle.. Therefore I fhall not fetch Arguments sgainft

e like:fpontaneous Productions of the:greater Animals from any con-
:xlggﬁtum of thc&? fmaller, and thefe little Models of fenfible
Liﬁ:P*-‘-’ for certainly chey arecurious and elaborate astomara , .in xelpedt of
theiradmirable minueriefs and acturacy : Bux yet upon: dther Rca}i)mﬂ;
feems utterly inconfequential, that becaufe thefe {maller Paricles o
fenfible Nature may bethus fpontaneoufly produced, therefore thefe greater
Animals may be fo; for it is apparent, that in thmﬁs'of an equality of
perfe@ion, there is by the Laws and fixed Rulesof their feveral Natures

feveral manners of their productions. If we fhould compare V;getablef
among themfelves,, fome will arife ex fmgdo [?l:l w}gll as ex ra m_-t l?:r:x“

. i i ompare Senfible Natures among them-
f‘e?mfe, others will not 5 :xf W? comp . ther

Brutes and Birds , it will be hard to fay which have the perfecter Natyre,
yet the productien of the latter are ¢x ovo, the former ex verme; the
former oviparous, the latter viviparous in the ordinary courfe of their
natural produdion ; and as at this day the former is nor producible €x
Ovo, fo the latter not producible without i, The feveral natures of
things have diftinguithed them, s in their kinds, fo in the manner of
their produétion; and whatfoever the perfection of Infeés [ponte orientia
may be, there is no Confequence to be drawn from the fame 1o other
more noble Animals. - S .

But again, as there is no Confequence to be drawn from the one to
the other, (0 thereisin the very nature of the one kind and the other, and
in the natural order of their production 1 great difparity and difproportion :
fo that in truth by the very Conftitution and Frame of thejr Natures,

the perfe Animals that we fee only prodnced by the conjunction of

Nature (withoue the Suppofition of Divine Power and Ordinarion )
arife fpontaneoufly: And that appears 1. In the difparity of the natyral
Productive Principle of the one and the other; 2, In the difparity of
the natural Method of thefpei'fe&ing of the one and the other; 3. Inthe
difparity of the Natures of the Animals of the one kind and the ather,
having arrived to their complement and perfedtion, - P

Firlt, touching the difparity of the natural Produdtive Principle of

“the one and the other although it be admitred that Infects and fpowsranes

eri4, do er may arife from 2 Semen of Principle that is.not univoca] or
formal 5 yet it muft needs be agreed thac the Natural Prindiple of fuch
their produ@ion muft be fome analogal Semes, or fome Seminal Principle
that is fuitable ta fuch a Produdion » otherwife quidlibet orjetur ox q¥0-
libet ; there muft be fomething that muft determin the Matter to be ap
apt Seminiwm for fuch a Produéion, or elfe the Mateer muft determin ip
felf; cither there muft be ome dererminate Vieal or Spiritual Principle
that is determined in it fclf, and determins the Matter (which Paracelfis
feems to hold , that Bodies wera firft Spirits s and riffetle feems to ipri.
mate, when he tells us, that Awimersam smnis Plewa, and when the Matrer
is fitly prepared ; there is an illapfe of.chis Vital,; Formative, Spirical
Principle into it) or elfe the inherent qualities or difpofitions of Matter
it felf muft be of force to mould it fel? up into thele Molecule frminales,
the Formative Principles of thefe Jponte o4 (1.(pesk inr the Language
of thofe that erroneoufly hold no bighes Principles but fuch as are purely
Natural.) But although fuch Seminal Particles a8 thele may be fiiffi-
cient for the produgtion of Infedts, yet they are nog naturally accommo-.
dated for the perfection of the perfect Animals: For the Semes, prelificam
for the production of perfeé Animals muft teceive its fpecifical con-
forming Prineiple , either by the Supernatural Power of Almighty God,
or from' the Specifical Nature of the Individuals of both Sexesy and if
we could fuppofe an Arima vaga of the Senfible Natuge; not confined g0
any Individual of the (ame nature, nothing could be a Matter fitly

- prepared for its reception bue the Materia feninalis oX ShAiviAuy eligjta:

acither is there aay Mateer, exsre compofisipe animals, capable tq adwance:

it felf to the nature of fuch a perfe@ Animal 3: for if either of thele could,
. . : be

-
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facion advanceto the production o nd _ e
is not fo ftri¢tly and feverely bound to the femen utrinfque fexus: Many

be done, we had as much realon daily to expec the like {pontancous pro-
ductions of Horfes and Sheep, as we find of Frogs and Worms. :

A%ain, the 7is conformatrix and Seminal Particles of Infe&s is moft
plainly in Infecs not confined to the {emina formalia uiriufque fexus com-

mixta, for we feo almoft all their parts are {eminal , and will by putre-
fP their kind : Their producive power

have told us by experience and obfervation, that the Excrements of Flies,
without any mixtion, will produce immediately Flics; that the Refolution
or Maceration of Frogs and Worms will reproduce Individuals of the
fame fpecies, asKercher, lib, 12, Munds fubterranei, tells us. -

But there are no parts of perfect Animals that are productiveof their

' fpesies , but the fame is confined by the Laws of their Nature toa femen
. formale ex wtrogme fexu decifiom.:. It is true; that their parts corrupted,

as their Blood, Flefh, or Veins, will produce Infe&ts and living Crea-

_turesof adifferent and bafer kind than themfelves, as Worms, Lice, Fleas,

Flies, but they can never advance to the production of theirownkind. -
And the Reafon is, becaufe there is not poffibly any tranfmiflion of
that gpcciﬁcal vital formative Principle to any other part.but the femen
formale of the Individuals of that fpecies; and that ¥is formatrix attiva
witalis ¢ [enfibilis muft be communicated either by virtue of a partici-
pation of all the parts of the.Producents, or by a kind -of a [pecifical
Idea, naturally ‘produced by that'Nature from whence.it is derived ,
which evolves and:expands it felf being produced , or (which is more
intelligible and probable than either of the former) by a participation of
the vital and fenfible Soul to the femen ﬁrolzﬁmm' from the Producents ;- and
there is no way of communication thereofin perfeét Animals, butonly
to that natural and genuine ‘Semes conftituted , mixed, and ordered
accotding to the Liw of its Beingy fo that wecannot {uppofe any feminal
Principle of perfe® Animals, but this femen prolificum utrinfque parentis ;
unlefs. we fhall gratis, and without either Reafon or Example, wholly
invert the natural order of things, and fubftitute a Semes contrary to
the nature of the things that muft be. produced, or admit that which
thofe great Affertorsof Nature think below them togrant, and will racher
fuppole a thoufand’ Abfurdities than admit; namely , the . Interpofition
of the Divine Power. R S il
“And 2. As the Semen formarivum of perfect Animals is greatly differing
from that of Infecs, and therefore not capable of a fpontaneous: pro-
du@ion .as thefe; fo it is apparent , that at leatt in animalibus viviparss it
is impoffible to be preferved, fine receptacwlo: nature. cengrwo’, fiilicet uiers
famineo... The vital particles thercof are- more fiery and . volatile; and
higher advanced than that Seme» that is or'may be fufficient for Infeds,
& finé comvenients receptaculo avolabunt [piritus vitales, & ex intervents wel
minimi frigoris mortwum ¢ infecandum. evidet 5 but the Semina of Infeéts
are more vifcous and lefs volatile, in fo much that their Semina will
gcmairi all the Winter in caverhs and holes, and yet be fruitful the next
ring, = T P T S T S PR S Y P U SIS S T
: Pg. %\gain , the .Semen Infeti being fo' fimall a Particle ; and havingas

" 1 may fay fo fmall a portien of Soul.in it ;-is foon formed and brought to

maturity: We may learn this in their Gnivocal produdtions, or ex coitn,
: Scaliger
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Scaliger tells us, Exercitat, 191.4 2. that the Glow i ?

S Ils iercitat. 191.4, 3. that orm brings forth -hi
}iggss. {g{]r:dlé poff coitsm ; Malpighins in his eurious Difquiﬁti%; tg;tcLiES
the Silkworm tells, that quarto peit ceitwm die the Female brings forth
:)g;h%rixgcgbavgdgqog }l;on;etnmcs abﬁva 500 Eggs, -and thefe will lic a1l
» and with the warm heat of the Sprin ( '
?ﬂi&anm will prove vital, the next Spring ; and ‘ilr{ﬂgotz'?dflg}mj;;gir
L 5.¢ap. 27, tells us, that dranee statim Poft ova parta incubant (j'- tridus
peragunt, ¢ guatuor Jeptenis dichus jufta aceipiunt 1acrementa ; @’: bid, | 6
ap. 3 7ht§:lls us, that Mures fi [¥lem Lawmbuns parinnt fine coitu and tfm:'
evcn“t ml:’ young have been found with young before they faw the light.
Byua which it 1s evident , That althouggh thefe little zi/ecule fem_”gd“o
Win tri;:g%rtaun t;]exr ﬂfﬁfu?dxty longer thanthe Eggs of Birds, even a whole

er, and poflibly lodger ; yet when they have obtained i
Matrix, and the warm cherithing heat of the Spring. th mation. pro.
4 A warm che ¢.form -
d}x:éhon,; and maturation of Infeéts, and of thl:lt fc’md pralgf?:;? n‘;,l;:ix'(?h

they univocally yield in their regular production is fpeedy and- haft
;mgl conlequently, that fpontaneous Seed by which they may be pmduce}(;5
:nfm:ill]le fpoptancocllls production it felf is foon difpatcht and perfected,

orti ! ime

procefs:P. t og “an , co:latznu:fncc of heat and time mgy perfc& the whole
- Buc it is otherwie in the perfe@ Animals, elpecially in thofe that are

- Vivipara, a long time is required for their formation and maturation
)

notwithftanding the great advantage of the place, i
of their formation and fupport, rigamely s tFl)xc tfte:lxg Ijlff;;’i::u? fup ’IP};CS
the {ame Arzjiotle ) Uik, 6. Hiftor, Animal, gives us an account :'vﬁer u{;
fome go above 18 Months, as the Elephiant y fome 10 Months, as Coeo
;{nd Mares; fome 5 Months, as Sheep and Goats g the lcah :1bouth'S
b ozllths, as Dogs and Wolves: and tgis is one Reafon that Carifforle
roblemat, wbi fupra, gives, why thefe perfeét Animals are not producibl :
'sz:;f:f; 2}3:; /z':;‘e ﬁn_éméﬂ:zm maris & famine, vel Jine utero [faemineo Thefg
s fabled by Lacretins would never be warn ' '
for the production of thofe Animals who naturally n::rg rpifgfl;%i)ug'h
whero femmgo, and the intervening Winter would foon make them ag o
tive, cfpecially on either fide of the Tropicks, where'the hear and colrc;
have their viciffitudes: And therefore it was providently, though ﬁff)}'
tioufly fuppoled by Cifulpinus, that Ethispia inuft be che only native (%ou v
for fuch fpontaneous productions of the greater Animals and Men o
_ 4+ As the Earth was not a fit or competent Arvum genitale for viyi-
parous Animals , {0 the nourifhment, increafe, and fupport of thefe vivi
parous Animals , dum in steris morentur, according to the very exige e
and formation of thele Embryones, cannot confift with any ﬁl}(IZh fi g(mntie
neous Produétions : for befides the foft and warm involucra cl))f tl;(;
Cherion and Amnios, we know the very fabrick of their nature hath given
them a means and Inftrument of Nutrition, per venan uméilim/c’n% fan-
guintm maternum attrabentem & dirigenters: This could never be fupplicd
from any Tgrreﬁrlal Veins, unlefs wg thould fuppofe that Swecus nult);gtiml
of the Earth toybecome menftruous, and converted into Blood of other
fuitable coofiftence for the nourifhment of the Embryo, or without any

~ Reafon or Experience warranting it, fo fuppofe that fome other way of

aourithment fNould be i Embryonibus terrigenis, :
. ‘ 5. Again;

|
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5. Againy pofl partumviviparoruns, pracipué generis bimani, it is evidegic
that naturally the fas4s is weak, unable to {upport it felf withque the
fupplemental helps;, care and fuperintendence of their Dams or Parents:
fome are blind;, as Whelps or Kitlins ; fome ate deftitute of thofe tegu-
'ments that are neceflary to defend therm againft the cold, as many kinds
of Birds, that ftand in need of the hovering of their Dams Wings for

a confiderable time after they are hatched, and are utterly unable to pro-

vide their own food, but are hourly fupplied by their Dams, without
which they mult neceflarily perifh: and generally all viviparous Animals
that are of univocal produétion are for a long tirhe fed by their Dams
Milk , without which, or {othe othet artificial provifion (ubminiftred
to them by the help of others, they could not fupport themfelves after
their production; as young Horfes ; Dogs, Calves, Lambs : But this i
muchrmore confpicuous in Humane Infants, who from the time of theic
Birth for many Months canr neither go nor ftand , not procure their own
food, but ftand in need of thiecareof others to keep them warm , provide
them covering, and preferve them from being deftroyed with their own
Excrements. But on the other fide, thofe fmall Animals which are
fuppofed to be fpontancoufly produced , ftand in need of no other means

for their prefervation, being produced , but that heat and circumjacent

menflrawm by or in which they are produced; and although thefe [pon-

tancous productiens, being produced, feem to propagate thei Species -

by the coition of their Sexes,  yet for the moft part thefe generated In-

- dividuals , Mice excepted , retain ftill that natural indoles to preferve

themlelves, without any other fupervenient affiftance than- what -was
at fift fufficient after their equivocal production ; this we daily fee in
the Eggs of Silkworms, of all forts of Flies, Caterpillers and Worms,
which though in their fecondary productions by Generation, yet being
ripend to feetation by the heat of the Sun, they live upon Leaves an

Grafs, and vake their food without the care or affiftance of thofe Parents
that produced them ; and carry along with them the indication of that

Method of Life which might be confiftent with the condition of 2

{pontaneous produétion, which is no wa

nic y competible to the condition
of greater Animals after their production. S

6. Again, though the Faculties and Organs of a fenfible as well s a

vegetable Life appear in the fmalleft Infeéts, yet it is but a weak and
imperfe& Life of Senfation, and very little advanced above the Vege-
table Nature. And this appears by very many Inftances, as namely, ia
their generation many Infects do feem to arife from Vegetables without
any other produétion; and they feem to be little elfe but the Flos vege-
tabilis natwre , the more pure, acive, lively Effuvia thereof, asthe Flies
that grow in the little 7¢ficule of the Leaves of Elms and Currants, the
Worms in the Galls of Oaks and the Burrs of Wild Rofe, the Worms
and Flies which grow in the husks of Burrs; yea many times the Parts
of Vegetables divided from the Stock will turn into Animals, as the
Secds of Lavander kept a little wqrm and moift, will turn into Moths
the Plant called the Horfe-tail laid into Water , will grow iato an Infec.
2. This alloappears, that as the feveral parts of Vegetables, the Leaves,
the Branches as well as the formatum femen, are feminal , and productive
of their Species ; fo many times the parts of Infe&s carry with Sthcm a

' cminal
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Seminal Nature eftctual enough to produce their Species, as hath been
afferted by the Experience of many; which no way happens in perfec
Animals. - 3. This alio appears in the manner of their Life ; for we often
fee in Infeéts divided each part keeps its motion, as the feveral parts of’
Vegetables keep their animations a Fly or Wafp whofe Head is cut off,
yet the refidue of his Body will live a confiderable time ; Flies that feem
dead either with Water or Cold; and continue (o for fome confiderable
time, by the Heat of the Sun or warm Embers will revive and return
to Life and Motiony as a Branch torn from a Tree, that hath been (evered
from it three or four days or more, will refume Life by re-implantation
aud the Solar Heat: And whereas the Eggs of a perfect Animal , as of
Hens, Geefe, ¢e. will lofe their Animatick Faculties being frozen or con-
crete with Cold, or being kept two Months or thereabouts: the Seeds
of Infe&ts will continue fruitful 2 whole Winter or more, and poffibly
as long as the Sced of Corn, Oaks, or other Vegerables ; as is apparent
in the Eggs of Flies and Silkworms , which though excluded in the laft
Summer will remain fruicful, and produce the Infe&t this Spring, and
poffibly fome time after; (o that they are in the next degree above Vege-
tables, and have a nature very analogal to them. Bur thefe things are
not {o in greater Animals of an univocal generation ; this alfo appears in
the great diparity of thefe degrecs at lealt of perfection in the perfeét
Animal, above that of Infeés of a fpontaneous production: For though,
as before is faid , thefe little Animals have Faculties conformable to the
Senfitive Life, {o that we may plainly difcover, at leaft in many of them,
the Faculties as well as the Organs of Senfe, Phantafie, Memory, Common
Senfe, Appetite, Paffion, Local Motion; yet the more perfect and uni-
vocal Amimals have greater ftrength and perfecion in thefe Faculties,
their Phantafie and Memory more cxac, their Appetite more perfect and
frees if I may {o call it, they are capable of Diicipline, which thefe (maller
Animals are not :  There is greater variety, complication , and curiofity
inthe ftare,, frame and order of their Faculties, and a greater diftincion
and variety of operation in them than in the finaller Pieces of Nature,
There are more Wheels, more varicty and curiofity in their motions,
more variety of ingredients into the Conftitution of the Automata of the
more noble Animals, than in the Infe@s that are fonre orta: {o that for
the Conftitution of their Souls (the Principle of their Faculties and
Motions ) there is required a more curious, claborate , and elevated
Compofition and Fabrick than in thefe minute Animals. And hence it
is, tch though it be not only poffible but frequent that thefe Infects
and minute Animals may thus fpontancoufly arife, yet it hath never
been known {o according to the fetled Laws and Order of Nature : It
is impoffible thefe greater and nobler Animals can arife {pontancoufly,
nor otherwife naturally than by the mixture of both Sexes, and a Semen
Jormatum and prolificsm, received and united s utero famineo, and im-
pregnated asit were with that Specifical Zdea and FormativePower derived
from the Parents, and thole other acceffions which may elaborate, rectific,
and advance the Soul and its Faculties, and the Body and its Organs to
their due proportion and perfection. And therefore there is no parity
Reafon in the produétion of Infeéts and perfeét Animals, nor any Coan-
fequence to be drawn from the {pontaneous produ@ion of one , to the
Oo ’ like
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like produ&ion of the other in any natural courfe, without the inter-
vention of a Supernatural free Caule effecting the fame befides and out
of the road and courfe of Nature. And what may be faid upon this
account againft the Confequence of the fpontaneous production of other
Animals from the fpontaneous produétion of Infects, may with much
more advantage be faid againft the Conlequence of the production of
Mankind by any natural {pontaneous production ; becaufe the perfeGion
of his nature, and the fpecitical excellence thereof, doth exceed the
greateft excellence of other Animals far more than the nobleft Animals

“exceed the Infe@s. And therefore as the fpontaneous preduction of

thefe Infeéts no way concludes the like production naturally poffible in
greater Animals, {o if it were naturally poffible, and de facto true thae
the greater Animals themlelves were fponte producibilia o producta, ic

were not at all conclufive, nor deducible from thence that Mankind were -

producible naturally upon the like account. The noblenefs of the
ftrucure of the Humane Body, the great curiofity and ufefulnefs of
moft of his Organs, elpecially of his Tongue and Hand; the curious and
uleful configuration and dilpofition of his Nerves and Brain, the admi-
rable variety and quickne(s of his Phantaly, the great retentivenefs of
his Memory, but efpecially the admirable power of his Intelle®, Reafon

and Will give him a far grearer fpecifical perfection above the moft per- -

fect Brutal Nature, than that hath above the meaneft Infects: And therc-
fore certainly, according to the ordinary Obfervations in Nature, and
the Rules and Methods obfervable therein , requires the nobleft and moft
advanced Method to produce it that Nature can afford.

But againft thefe Reafons it may be, and is urged, That all thefe
Oblervations and Inferences are bottomed upon the ftate and courfe of
Nature , wherein we fee things are in the ftate of things already fetled 5
but in the firft produétion of things it might be otherwife, and muft
be otherwile , if we admit an Origination of Mankind ex s genitis.
And though in the ordinary courfe of Nature, as now things are con-
ftitured, the production of Mankind is ex femine formato ab utvoque parente
decifo, that his nourithment is per venam wmbilicalem , that it cannot be
otherwile now but in stere famineo, that the ftate of Infancy now re-
quires thofe adventitious helps that are above remembred : Yert in the
firft ftare of Humane Production all thefe Suppofitions muft be laid afide,
as unaccommodate to that ftate; another Seminal Principle , another
method of Nutrition, another ftate and habit of the Fetss, muft be and

may be fugpofed in the firft producion of Mankind than now is to be '

found in the World , wherein the order of things is fetled in a regular

Method. If it fhould be fuppoled that a Moufe or a Rat were produced

ex putri, we cannot fuppole any fuch Semen , or Vena smbilicalis, or that

it lived upon the Dams Milk ; all which are notwithftanding fuppolable

;pdd neceflary, when that equivocal Animal afterward propagates its
ind.

I anfwer, That as it is true that Mankind and othet Animals had an
Original, and an Original in quite another way than now it is, and ex
nen genitis ; {o it is unqueftionably true, that thofe Procefles, Principles,
and Methods which now ferve in the production of Humaane Nature or
other perfet Animals, are no way eonceptible , or applicable unto gh{i

r

-
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firf production of Man or Animals, And thereforc T muft not oy

granc that thefe Modes of Brpdpctiony, Nuetition, ¢e. arc utterly inef-
feGual and unapplicable to the firft Origination of Flumane Nature: But
I maftsfuppofe guite contrasgy that-in grutkic is irapoffible they fhould
be.the Modss or:Opder of dhat firft Origingrion. © "y ©
But it muft be remembred “whom it ‘is-.that I am here corité}iding
againft , namely, not againft thofe that do’ dnd that ¥ruly refers the
Origination of Man to the Divine Power and Will, and a Supernatural
rodition : but eﬁ?m& then thatare the great Venerators of eftatgljthed
Natug; that ehink it below thtir Graviry and Wiftloh to tecogniae any
othér Bfficient:bur what theyfind in Natural Caufes:and E eétsy nor
any-éther Rule'ofthings but what they fec, that take their Mealures
of their Conecptiohsand Sentiments fromiwhat is obvious.to Senfe, and
the Gointon' Obfervation of:ghings as'they now. appear, and .for, the
moft part frame all their Conglufions accordingly. . And therefoge thag
which I herein' contend for:by thefe Argiments is this, That a-Man
that duly confidérs the naturesofithings; and makes the ourfe of Nature
and ehi¢'Obfervarion thereof to be the Rule and Guide of ,his Sentiments,
though-he ‘be dtawn by the neceflity of Reafon, to gtaat.and conclude
that Man muff needs have 10 Origination ; -and that in-another way than
now he-hath ) namely ex san genttis ; yer:is:is not reafomable for him:to
¢onelide that he-had this Origidation upon 4 bare: natural account., ‘as.
the Infcts ‘and jfunte 24 havie becavfeit quite thwatts and, exoffes all;
the dppearances 'of Nature’; and.is: wholly,incongruous to the natpre
of things as theg/mow ftamdi A o % o L o e
- And'a Man ithat -miakes:(uch:2. Gondufion muft needs offer; viglence
to his'ewn ‘Reafdn’ and Experience ;. aiid: depart. from. thofe Laws and
Rules of Nature; which he inakes. his Guide,'and the Campafs by which.
hefteets his Judgment touching thingss: and fuppofc that natusal which,
is wholly different from what itifeems : .;And confequestly, if the reafon
and-fiiture of:things comped:aiMan to affert that;:Mankind had their.
Originationi another way thafrthat in which it'new. is,; the fame yeafon
and fatute of things duly and impartially confidered, muft needsevince
that it had not its'Origination’ from any either cafual or .meex,natural
courle of things:/ But by the Power and Will of a moft wile, intelligent,
bountiful, frec; aind powerful Being s who according to bis Wifdom and
Goodnefs firfk-gave being:to:Man, yea:and. all other;things,, fecundim
intentionem ¢ bemeplacitomy fue vilsntatis, . And - finve it is apparently
necéffary for any: Man that will admit.the firft producion of ,Mankin

, ta’be totally imanother Method thaninowt; and fince, they.ghas will

fuppofe a natural producion of Man at-firft ; muft-neceffarily {ugpofe a
differént production from that which now: obtains: * And fince ro.more,
is‘aflcrted by thofe that fuppole.its Origination by the Will , Pawes, and
Inflitution of - Almighty. God 5 . this  latter - Suppofition is much.more
fealonable and :explicable than. theirs: that:fuppofe the firft Origingtion
natural , yet totally different from .what now. it is, .which is the greag
thing I interd in.this long: procefs touching the Origination of Map.
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Touching the Mutter of st ic [elf ;i whether de facto there: hath
" been any_fuch Originatioh'of Mankinid " or of any perfeét Animl;
sithey Nawwrad o Cafudl "7 270 L0 o0

. Hlsl propo‘l.u;iae’d ‘és Y dtﬁmc’t Inqﬁ.iz'r‘yi at the ﬁrﬁ, yzn{zmely‘,;{:\:iwllé-'
-} -ther or how far forth we have any Evidence of Fa& touching any
fuch cafual or natural produion of pesfect Animals ,-but elpecially of

* Mas#i;: But theteahis, chacshivis but an Appendix to the former Cha-

pree - for if chore be any credible Inftance of any fuch Produétion , all
or ay résfoning sgainft che pbilibility . thereof is but:vain; for what
hach been macurdlly or cafudlly;may bodgatn, .

- Bacon the other fide, if in:#ll the Succeffions of the Ages of the
World:there hath aot been 'any Experlence: or credible Inftance of any
fiich Produétion; but contrarywile, fince Mankind was firft upon the
Bafth; both Mankind and all perfeét Animalt, have had their being by
natutal Procteation and Gencration, by:tonjun&ion of Sexes; is is a
franzy.for any Man thac pretends to Reafony to (uppofe.a natural poffi-
Bilisy of that to be either from;u cafusl.or feer natural:Caule; which
revet -had any Inftande of its being or exiftence in fuch a manner., | -

. The Werld hath now upon the fhorteflt Account lafted above 5600

" Years, and within the compafs of thefe Ages: of the World there have

beats in many Nurions, efpeciallpamong the Egyptians and Grecians, Men
of gréat Wifdem and Underftariding , and fingularInduftry to fearch into
the Hiftoty of Nature, and many of thein have had great epportunities
to know very much therein: and fince theit times, efpecially the gene-
rality of the wilte sad more inr&iﬁtivé.furt-uf Men being allarmed by
the &'&‘iﬁngs of thole that went before them ;- have made it their bufinels
to featch yet farcher, and che Learned in all Ages have lefc the ‘Effays
of their Leatning , Reafon and Obfervation. to fucceeding Ages, and if
ahy Prodigy or cottfiderable Produdtion bath happened in their times,
they have feat us the News of it i But never in ali the Ages of the World
fince thale $600 Years hath thers been any credible Relation either of
the cafiral or natu#al produdion: of a Hotle or a Dog/; much lels of 2
Man ox & Woman huppening within the comnpals of that time, abating
forne Pobtical Fidions and Pables that haveno colout of any Authentick
Hiltory ¢r Authority : And therefore Scaliger well faich, Exercit, 193,
5i bos iiquinio b purys orims ;- mr;‘gqﬂ horinwm semoriams €x ejufinodi pre-
crentiont mnlins eftrit:? and therefore LAriffatde, che wifelt Pagan Philo-
fophet that ever ‘wrore, and the ltricalt: obferver and fearcher into
Natiiré; évéh upoh the acoount of Experience and Reafontells us, Zib, 3.
oe Obhr. dinbmad, cap, wt. that thieré: never hath been, nor can be, according
to the Rales of Nature, any fuch Produdtion; though by way of Sup-
pofitioh that it fottfe tithies -iad been , he, gives us that Hyperbefis of it
that feemed to him moft likely: And upon this veryaccount , and partl

becaufe he was not- acquainted with the Truths of God, or at lea

becaule he was not willing to acknowledge any other Original of thirll)gs
c . . e ) ut

Cap.7. ' agcarding to the ancient Philofapkers. ¥ VQS; ,

but by Nature ; he took up. the Qpinign of ‘his - Predeceflor Qeella,

touching the Eternity of tha World, and of Mankind in it, and fo ab.

ﬂﬁxx’iﬁgg- - EIAT i SHRE 4
_- And therefore we bave o reafon to believe any fuch thing . fince wr

find nothing in any Authentick Hiftory of any Mzn?céi ;zrfgéi Aﬁf{gﬁ‘:ﬁg
fince the firft Being of Man upon the Earth hath been thusﬁrbdﬁcéd .
abating the Fablesof Poets touching the production of Men and Women
out of Stones, by Deucalion and Byrrha,, . caft over.cheir heads . the Ser-
peats Teeth fowed by Cadmus, “the production of caftor and Poliux eut of
an Egg , and thole forlorn Fables of Beragardus ; of the Green Ma,nifguhd
in Englani in the Den of a Wolf 500 years fince 5 the Blew and Red Men
of Rebki Elchs, thar cameoutof the Mountains of _trmewia: And there.
fore for want of any credible or particular Inftances of any fuch pro-
ducioas, c.eﬁﬁum luppoleth , that they are in fome unknown Moun-
tains berween the Tropicks, -where the Heas of theSugis more conftant

fervent, and .e%:mblc; than in Climates remoter from the Egaim&?id’-
though he neither doth, nor can give any Inftance of, fiach a pmdu&ion:
there or clfewhere.  To excufethis unexperienced Norion, and the diffi-
l?gl?els of affigning any Inftance thereof, they allude thefe cnfuing Apo-
-1, That thele Produétions cannot be -but under fome notable Con.
junction or Pofition of the Heavenly Bodies, which may be agctaogiflﬁgdzg;
to luch Produdtions; which Pofitions or Conjunctions ot happer ing bug
after vaft and diftant Revolutions, the Experiment it felf can ra,fc]y
happen; and by lengthof time, before the like Revolution fetura , it is

folved the difficulty of the Maaaer of tho Origination of Mankind by

forgottel?. S B S T T
- 2. That thofe Producions could not be bus in Magter excellently ore.
pared and fitted for this produgtion ,>whith eould not. e l:lt al?t?r‘lyq;;
greatand long continuing Flood or Inundation, dhst might prepare asd
difpofe the Matter for she Adivity of that great Revolutian., and if theig
thould net meet together , ‘orim fome copvoniort neatne , the prodadtion
of Maakind and perfect Animals would befriftraged. .- - . - .. .

3. That in as much as provident Nagure'hach bad for maay Ages, and
yet hath a {ufficient Semininm and ftock , for the prefervationof the Species
of Men and perfec Avigals railed by propagation and, the muvyal con-
janction of Sexes, Naturc jis not necefficated to have recourfz to this
exteaordinary way of peopling and furnifing the World, and therefore
it cannot beexpected but after Jome vaft devaltatioa ; -that saay.codanger
at leaft the extinguithing of the fecies of thimgs, ., ... T

. To theke things I sy firft in general, That if Men hiall 1ipon firgh 2

nor any elfe have ever known or cxpgm%% i agg;‘;ﬁg&mjlgutggz

of a ching as matural, upon fuch Suppokitions as never any Man knew

fv‘g‘,’f,‘,‘dy’cf R ‘g‘?{“‘%ﬁ%ﬁkﬂ "’gy aflimeany thing sohe patnsat,

‘ : ot tootiiepsin Nagure bearing any

the particulars:. pein re »a‘l‘ft’lg‘;my myipgy fodt. :. Bw_“’
Asto thefirl, icis unreafonable tomske fich a Suppofisian , for finse

it is not poflible for any Man to know whether share be apy fuch Influence

of the Heavens to0 cffe& fuch praduttinns, uslds by Experianae and
‘ , Obfer-
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Obfetvations of fome Men, or fome other way the ndtice: thereof 'were
given to'Mankind ; it being a Mutterof Fat; that cafi +ie' other way be
known' but by Expericnce or' Revelation §-and fince. the bare beholding
of thofe Heavenly Bodies, being ef that diftance, can never withoue
Oblervation of Events givcfbs" any naturel eftimate of their Eife:&s,
whiatt'théy are,:or may- bey alid' fince it wiuft needs be:ranted{t ehue
fuch 'imagined Conjunéions ;45 ‘tay be effédtual for fixdh produdtions;
are at valt unknowndiftances; gnd fuchas'no Age beforehath ) oritdeed
can leave us any Memorial of ;- it-muft needs be a vain and precitionss
affumption, to attribute any iratural Efficaty-to any Cotijunction was:
foever' for fuch 2 production,  The Ancient afid Divine'Hiltoriaii s#ofes
gives-us indeed an:account 'of' the Originaton of Man,‘and alk:othet
Animals; but not upon any risttral caulation or activity of the Heivens
or Heavenly Bodies ; -but ‘a$ lie:gives us the Hiftory of the Things; fo he
gives us the true Refolution of tiie Gaufe, not a natural but a fuperiatiral
Caufe, namely, the Intentitnildnd Volition of the Great-and WikiGod ;
and to ‘exclude’ any ‘imagindtion 'of 'a natural or neceffary Caufe of ehéfe

produétions , doth not only :tell us in exprels terms, that the proddction

of them was by the. Energy of the Divitie Fiaz, but-allo that the *pro-
duction even of Vegetables thicmdelves, that feem to have the gréareft
dependance upon Celeftial Influences, was antecedent to the Conftitation
of thofe Heavenly Bodies.'1;-As the Suggpoﬁtion of - fuch a Nataral
Caufality in the Heavens is meerly precatibus, {0 it feéms even'to-out
Senfe apparently falfé;; for we feeevery ﬁza'ri , without any other than'an
ordinary Conjunctionby the Accefs of the:Sun, Infe&s and Plants, fpante
mafeentia; do-arifesand we know ,! that-oedinarily ‘int ‘the comipsfs;or
revolution of 8oo or 1000 years, very great and confiderable mukdtions
happen in the Pofition and Conjunttion of the Heavenly Bodics 5 hnd'we
know , that within: the compa{sdf ' Autheatick Hiftory thefe Reviohitions
have happened above thrice; dnd' fince'the lateft Epiche of the' Woilds
Inception above five times s yet none of thele great’ Revolutions have
for any thing we ever knew ct>heard produced any oneiHorfe; or-Lion,
or Wolf , much lefs‘any oncMan, as a Terrigena. ~ And therefore Bk pe-

 rience (the beft means to fettle fuch an Hyporkefis) dothinor only nét war- -
rant it, but isevidently contrary toit, anddeniesit,” i i

3.'As to the fecond, the Mofsica/ Hiftory-gives us an-account 6f an
Univerfal Deluge, about 4000 ytars fince ;' which lay long upon thiewholé
Earth; and the Grecian ‘Irﬁﬁory’l')gives us am ‘account of two very Breit
Floods ; namely, ‘the Ogygian and the Dewialian Floods ; dnd every Year

gives us an account of the Inundation of Nilws in Egypt; a moft: fruitful

Continent , and’ fiear the Sun, whereby the Soil is made admirably -
ful ; and there is {carceany Agg: but fome grear porticns of Land are 1aid
dry , by the recefs of fome parts of the Ocean , which-had lain ¢overed
for many thoufands of years before with the fea. - :Atid o5 the univer(al
Deluge was as greata preparation of the whole Earth;'(b- thefe particular
Inundations and Recefles of the Sea left ‘particular Spots of Land'as ivell

~ prepared for fuch produétions as can well be imagined ;: and yetiin: no

Agehave weany Inftance of any fiich produétion , abating the:Story of
the Egyptian Mice which concrete after the recels of Ne/ws, whickyer of
‘moft hands are agreed to be Infe@s ; and forre nafiensiaes putredines’: Tn-

o deed

Cap. 7. according to the ancient Philofophers, .

deed Beregardws tells us, sbi fupra, out of Camerarins , that about Cayre,
after the reflux of Nilus there are often feen divers Limbs or Parts of
Mens Bodiess whether this be true or no, or if true, whether they are
not only relicks of fome Bodies {wept away by the Inundations of Nilus
out of their Graves or Sepultures, and torn afunder by the furious Ca:
taradts of Nilus, is not clearly evident: But be they what they will, or
whether the Lufus nature, yet they make nothing to this matter , unlefs
Camerarius or fome other had [een thole divulfa membra come together,
and configured into an humaneShape, and animated with a humane Life,
which neither he nor any other have yet aflirmed or pretended. .

3. Astothe Third, I fay, 1. If by Nature they intend the great and
glorious God, that moft wife, intelligent, powerful Being , they do
indeed in cffe¢t affirm what 1 have defigned to prove, butdo not make
good their Suppofition of fuch a Natural Caufe as they declare in their
Hypothefis , whercin they mean only that natural connexion and feries of
Caules whereby Natural Effects are naturally produced. . And if they
intend by Nature that unintelligent feries or order of Natural Caufes,
or the blind and determinate Caule of Natural Produéions; How comes
that Nature to know when and where this neceffity of Spontaneous Pro-
ductions doth happen , or in what proportion, mealure, limits or place
it is necelflary to be doncz Such a provifional care requires a knowing
and perfectly intelligent Being , thac operates ex cognitione, intentione , o
wvolwntate ; which is not to be affirmed of Agents purely natural, who
do therefore act according to a Law of neceflity and determination, s
ex confilio & cognitione. 2. It is plain, that Infe&s and Vegetables fponta-
neoufly produced,are produced every Year,and their production is as natural
as the accefs of the Sun and the conftitution of the Earth: Thefe are
procured every Year, whether there be any need of them or not, and
poflibly formetimes in greater numbers than'is convenient for this inferior
World.  And although it be true, that the Divine Power doth intend,
or remit , or manage thelc Productions fecundim regimen ¢& confilinm vo-
luntatss, yet it is moft evident thele Produétions are ordinary, animal,
and natural, without choice or defign in inanimate Nature: If therefore

 thele Productions be natural and periodical every Year, why fhould there

not be as well productions of Men or perfect Brutes, if it were purely
natural , as well as Frogs and Flies; fince the former may be of more
ufe, elpecially in many defolate places, than always the latter ¢ How
many great and valt Iflands and Continents are there, efpecially in 4r-
menia, which have no confiderable number of Inhabitasts, if any at all
to people them? In Jreland there are great ftore of Wolves, and fo
there were anciently in England, till they were deftroyed by the Induftry.
of the Inhabitants : in Jreland their increafe is by propagation, without
any new production ; in Englasd they cannot increafe by propagation,
becaufe here are none: How comes it to pafs that Nature doth not pro-
duce new Wolves in England, as well as Frogs, Adders, Hornets and
Wafps ¢ If it be faid, that Nature neglects it becaufe they are noxious ;
as this is to make Nature an intelligent Agent, {0 it anfwers not the
difficulty : For why doth fhe then not deftroy the Species in treland upon
the fame account ¢ But this is but a vanity: Nature as well intends the
exiftence of a Wolf as of a Sheep, where the means of its producion is

: equal,




288 Of the manner of the Origination of Mankind, Se& 111,

equal , though Mankind prefer the latter, as more uleful to him. It any
thing theretore of this deliberative nature beto be found in the voluntary
and intentional Regiments of things of this kind, it is to be attributed
to the great and fupreme Reétor of the World , who doth work ac-
¢ording to Counfel, Wifdom, and Will,

Upon the whole matter therefore I conclude, That as well by the

reafon of the thing, and upon true natural congruity, as alfo de facto
and upon experimental Oblervations, Mankind, no nor the perfect
Animals are not produced, nor producible by any meer natural Caule, as
at this day , or in any Age or Time fince their firft Creation, otherwite
than by a natural productions which is the Truth afferted by the Great
Verulam , in his g*» Century, ir fize. '
As for the Heathen Opinion , which was, That upon great Mutations
of the World perfect Creatures were firft ingendred. of Concretion, as
well as Frogs, Worms and Flies, and fuch like, we know it to be vain;
but if any fuch thing fhould be admitted ( difcourfing according to Senle)
it carinot be, except you admit a Chaos firlt, and a commixture of Heaven
and Earth: for the Frame of the World ence in order, cannot effeé i
by any Excelfs or Cafualry. :
And as thus neither Cafualty nor bare Nature cannot originate Maa-
kind or any perfet Animal ex purré, {o much lefs can Art. . The Chymifts
tell us, that by re-union of feparate Principles of Vegetables they will in
a Glafs revive a Vegetable of the fame fpecies at leaft in figure and effigies ;
this hath been pretended, but I could never hear any Man fpeak it that
faw it done. S v
But never was any o mad, except Paracelfus , that could ever pretend to

make up a Senfible Being, much lefs the Humane Nature : Paracelfis vainly

and falfly pretended to the raifing of an Homunculus, but yet not without

the help of thole Naturales gemiture utrinfgue fexns ; wherein notwith- .

ftanding he lyed, as he did in many things elte, which he never could effeét
norwithftanding his vain boafting of his Skill.

Upon the whole Matter therefore 1 conclude, That the Origination of -

Mankind, or of the inferior perfect Animals, neither was nor could be
the Effc& of Humane Artor Skill, as Paracelfus ; nor of Chance or Ca-
{ualty, as Epicarus ; nor of Nature , as Cardanus,Cefalpinus, and fome other
Recreants in Religion and Phitofophy: But it was the free, powerful, and
wonderful Work of the God of Nature, who made all things by his
Power and Wiidom; and having made them, lodged in them and for
them that pre-ordained Law of their Creation and Exiftence, which we
commonly call Nature: That Nature indeed is the Law or Rule infti-
tuted and implanted by the wile and glorious God in things when made;
but in the firft Effection of Mankind God Almighty, not Nature, was
the Aurhor.  As in my Watch, the Law and Ruleof its Motion is the
Contftitution and Pofition of its Parts by the Hand and Mind of the
skilful Arrift; but the Author or Eificient of my Watch is the Arnft
himfelf, and not that Motion that is as it were the Law or Rule of the
Engin. ’

i e
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Concerning the laft Opinion , ateributing the Origination of Mankind to

the immediate Power and Will of Almighty God..

§ Nthe foregoing Section and Chz;ptcrs I have performed thefe things :
1. I have removed the Supgo ition of an Etecrnal Exiftence of the
Humane Species , as altogether ineredible, and indeed impoffible.
a. I have eftablithed confequently this Truth, That the Species

bumana had abeginning s and this I have dope principally upon natural

Evidence of the incompoffibility of an Eternal Exiftence of fucceffive

Generations, 3. I have confidered thofe Evidences of Fact; or Moral

Evidences of the Inception of Mankind , and removed fuch as feem more

~ fallible and lefs concludent , and fubjoined fuch as feem to be of greater

weight. 4. Among thefeof the latter (ort, I have confidered the general
Tradition thereof, both of the unlearned and learned part of Mankind ,
wherein among others I have confidered the Opinion of thofe Famous
Seéts of Philolophers,, the Platenifts, Epicureans, Peripateticks, and Stoicks,
5. ThoughI have made ufe of their common Suffrage, in order to the
Proof of the Origination of Mankigd , yet I have not allowed all their
feveral Notions, or Hypothefes, touching the Method or Manner of their
admitted Origination of the Humane Nature. And therefore, 6. I ha-

" ving thus cffablithed the Thefis ingeneral , I have defcended to the Exa- -

mination of the particular Hyporhefes, taken up by various Philofophers,
touching the fame Origination: And thofe I have diftributed into thefe
three Ranksy 1. Thol% that fuppofe an accidental or cafual Produétion
of Mankind , which was principally the Opinion of the Epicureans: This

'Opinion I have examined , -and rejeéted as vain, 2. Thele that fuppofe

this Producion to be Natural, or by the bare Concurrence of Natural
Caules, as Avicen, Cardar , and fomeothers; which I have likewife
examined, and rejected as utterly inevident and falfe. 3. There remains
therefore the third Opinion, thatattributes the Origination of Mankind to
the immediate Power and Beneplacitum of the Supreme Intellectual Being,

" namely, Almighty God; and this was the Opinion of divers of the

Flatomfts and Stoicks, _ S
This Opinion is in the general true; and agreeth not only with che
ivine Dodtrine of Adofes, but with the exactet Meafure and Rule of

Reafon, andthe Lightof Nature it felf; and as it is utterlyimpoffible,

that Mankind fhould be without a beginning, fo it is utterly inconceptible,

that he fhould have any other Original but this, ‘ .
But although this gencral Suppofition be thus confomant to Truth

and the Light of Real%n, yet fince the Manner of this Origination of

Mankind by the Power of God depends meerly upon His own Beae-
. Pp placitum,
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placitum, which might put forch and exert this A& of His Power, Wifdom,
and Goodnefs, in the produ&ion of Mankind accordin{g to His good
Pleafure, and the Arbitrium of His own Will. And fince Mankind,
having their Exiftence after this production , could never by his own Senfe
perceive or underftand perfectly the Manner of his own producion, and
confequently the particular Method or Manner .thereof could neither be
attained by Humane Experience nor Ratiocination ; we muft ncceffarily
either beutterly ignorant of the Manner and Order of the Divine Proce-
durein the Origination of Mankind , or we muft know it only by Divine,
orat at leaft Angelical Revclation, and not otherwife. *Sothat though
the general Thefis of the Origination of Mankind by Almighty God , be
a Conclufion deducible by Reafon, partly by the remotion of all other
means as incompatible and infufficient for (uch a production, and partly
by the obfervation of the Events and Effects in Nature; yet that this
producion of Mankind was in this or that particular manner, is a Truth
diftinétly cognofcible only by Revelation. ' : -
'And henceitcameto pafs, that thole great Searchers into Truth ameng

the Heathens, being either not acquainted with the Hiftory of asufes, .

or not acquainted with the Divine Authority by which it was written ,
cither delivered their Thefis generally , that Almighty God produced Man-
kind by His Power and Will, not explicating the particular' manner
thereof ; or if they attempted a particular Explication of the manner,
they ran out into very uncertain, various, and contradi¢tory Explications
thereof ; which mult neceffarily be the confequence of fuch particular
determinations, where Man hathnot fufficient light to guide and direct
him. Zexo Citicus,the Founder and Prince of the Seét of the Stoicks,a wifeand
a goodMan, contented himfelf with this general Affertion touching this
matter , as it is delivered us by Cenforinus, in Die natali, cap, 4. Zenon
Citicus Stoice [¢CFe conditor , principium humano generi ex novo mundi confli-
tutum putavis , primofgue homines ex [olo adminiculo Divini iynis , ideff, Dei
providentia, genitos.  Plato, as far as we can collect his Opinion out of
bis Timeus , attributes the Origination of Mankind to the immediate
Caufality of an Intelligent Nature: But going further into particulars,
falls into conjecures, attributing the Effection of the Soul unto the Great
God , but the Fabrication of the Body to the Diiex Deo, or Angels, it
feems according to the Tradition of the Egyprians.  And this hath been
ordinarily the unhappinefs of Mankind, without the light and guidance
of Divine Revelation, thatif they have atany time happened upon fome
found and fubftantial Truth, they commenly fix unto it Explications and
Additions of their own, which many times, by their inevidence , abfur-
dity, or incongruity , draw in queftion the Truth it felf to which they
are appendicated : Therefore to fettle, and fix, and quiet the Minds of
Men touching their own firft Origination, and the Origination of this
World, it hath pleafed the Divine Wildom and Goodnefs by the Hand of
Mofes toreveal unto Mankind , notonly that the World and Mankind had
their Original, and that they had their Original from Almighty God,
as its Efficient both of the Matter and Form thereof ; but alfo he hath
thlcl:rcin declared the Series, Order , and Method of the produéion of all
Things.

It i% true, the two former, namely, That the World had an Inceptior;i

an
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and had an Inception from God, isa Truch that by the diligent Improve-
meat of natural Lighe and Reafon is attainable; but the Manner and
Order of this Effection is, as before is faid, difcoverable only by Divine
Revelation : But yet though the Manner thereof is not dilcernable barely
by the light of Nature or Reaflon, without the help of Divine Revelation .
yet that Method and Manneronce revealed, as it ftands fo revealed to us

.by AMofes,carries a very great congruity to Reafon 5 which though it cannot

at firlt difcover the Method or Order, yet it cannot choofe bur fuffragate
to the reafonablene(s and convenience thereof, being 1o difcovered.
I fhall cherefore in what follows do thefe things; 1. I fhall give an

* Account of that Method of the Formation of all things , and particu-

larly of Mankind, as it is rendred to us by Mofes. 2. 1 fhall hew the
reafonablenels and congruity of the Scheme of AZofes touching the Effe-
¢tion of Mankind , both in the general and particular notion thereof.
and the prelation that it juftly hath above all other the Hypothefes of other
Men. 3. I fhall deduce from the whole certain evident and neceflary
Conclufions, againt thofe that deny the Exiftence and Providence of
Almighty God. 4. I fhall alfo deduce fome Conclufions evincing the
Realonablenefs of an intended End for Mankind, or the Defign of Al-
mighty God in" his Creation, and what may be reafonably concluded
touching the fame. : . :

CAP IL.

The Mofaiéal‘ Hitory touching the prodution of the World aﬁd of
Mankind | and the Congruity and Reafonablenefs of the Mofaical
Hypothefis.

N that fhore yet admirable Hiftory of the Creation delivered by aofes

_in the firt Chapter of Genefis, he gives us an exaé Account of the
Origination both of Mankind and of the wiiole World, and therein and
thereby he refolves all the Doubts and Difficulties which troubled the
Heads of the wife and learned Heathen touching the fame , and refolves
and extricates all thofe inconveniences and perplexities under which the
various Hypothefes of the Heathen World infinitely laboured.

1. He refolves us, That the World in that Conftitution as now it is,
was not Eternal, no not that part to which the Ancients attributed
Eternity moft, namely,the Heavens ; whereby all the Foundations of .77
stotle, Ocellus Lucanus, and others touching the fame, and all their fubrilties
and ftruglings to. fupport that Eternity, and to deliver themfelves from
thofe inconveniences that attended that Suppofition are in a few words
rendred vain and frivolous.

2. Herelolves us, That as the World in its prefent form and ftru&ure
was not eternal,, {o neither was the matter thereof eternal, which trou-
bled Plato 5 much, who though he fuppofed an inceprion of the for-
mation of things into their prefent order, yet could not digeft an origi-
nation of Matter, .

Pp 2 3. He
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3. He gives us an account, That Time or fucceflive Duration was
not eternal, but had a beginning; and that Motion, whole Mealure
Time was, had a beginning, before which it was not ; becaule no Mobile
was more ancient than the beginning of Time. S :

4. He gives us an account of a kind of production that the learned
Philofophers knew not, a production ex athils, by Creation, by the Al-
mighty God; which breaks and tears in pietes all thofe' petite Axioms
and fuperitructions thereupon, which they had been long time in weaving,
and by which they formed much . of their Philofophical Speculation
As the neceffity of eternal Matter, becaule nothing is made of nothing ;
the neceffity of eternal Motion , becaufe every Motion muft have fome

.Mortion anteceding the nature of poffibilities; which, and many more

being deiumed from Generation as it ftood in the fetled courfe of Nature,
and titted and appropriated to it, are no way applicable to the firft.Ori-
gination and Produéion of Being by Creation. S

5. He gives us the true Efficient of Being, and the manner of his
Operation, namely, Almighty God, a moft wifle, intelligent , and free
Egicicn:; and one that in the firft production of things did not - work
per medum natwre, or neceffarily, or as a natural or neceffary Caufe, as
the Sun produceth Light 5 but per moduns intentionis, volitionss, ¢ eletionis ;
for he was before he created his Creation of the World, was in the be-
ginning , namely of Time, and created Nature; but he was befere that
beginning , namely, without all beginning. But to purfue a little morc
diftinétly the order of the Creation of things pofitively, and not barely
negatively , the Asefaical Hiftory touching the Creation fecms to be as
followeth. , o . E

1. That in the beginning , the firft 4pex of Time which began with
the Being of Matter, Almighty God created in one indivifible moment
the firft and common Matter of all this Mundus afpectabilis, the Heaven
and Earth. 7erf 1. ’

2. That in that firft Creation , and for fome continuance of time or
duration after this cemmon Matter of all things lay indiftin¢t and con-
fufed rogether, without any order or diftinction, exprefled by thofe
words , Gen. 1. 2. And the earth was without form and void, and darknef§
was upon the face of the deep: And in this common Mals and Chaos were
contained the conftituent Matter of the Celeftial and Elementary World.

Which falves the Difpute touching the difparity of the Matter of the
Heavenly and Elementary Worid, which appears here to be the
- fame in kind. '

3. That this common Matter had thefe deficiencies in it , in and for
fome time after its production. : -
1. It was without Form and Order :
2. It was without Light:
3. It was without Activity, Life, or Motion: and
~ 4 All thar Saperficies which it had, bore the greateft analogy to
I\\745/'atcr , though in chat vaft Abyfs there was a confufed mixture of other
atter. - ‘
4. That the Spirit of God moved upon the face of this great Abyfs,

[incn.
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(incabavis fuver abyffé faciem :] What this Spirit of God was, whether

the effeatial Spirit, the Third Perfon in the Holy Trinitys or whether it-

were a created Spirit, theSpirit of, Nature , or as fome will have it the
Anima mundi , creaved by God to digeft, infpire, and communicate an
ad&ive nature to this confuled Aoles, as fome earneftly contend ; or whe-
ther this Spirit of God were any other than the emanation of his Power,
I ihall not derermin: But whatever it was, this Motion of the Spirit
upon the face of this Aby(s had thefe grear Intentions and Effects upon
this confuled Moles: 1. It derived into it motive Powers or Energies,
whereby the parts of it were agitated or moved, orat leaft rendred more
oblequious to the agitation and motion -of that a@ive nature which was
afterward created , namely, Light or Fire. 2. It did gradually-digeft
and feparate its parts, whereby they became more capable of difpofition
and order, according to their {everal defigned and deftined places, pofi-
tions, and ufes. 3. Itdid transfule into this ftupid,dead,and unactive Aoles
certain activity and vital influence , whereby it did -in general affect
that which 4riffotle calls the common Life of Bodies , namely, Motion;
and the feveral pares thereof were impregnated with feveral kinds of
vital influence, varied and diverfified according to their feveral parts and
ufes: As che gentle heat of the Hen leems to communicate a vital in-
fluence to the Egg, only with this difference, that the heat of the Hen
feems to excite a pre-exifting vital principle in the Egg , rather than to
give it : But the incubation of this Spirit of God did not o much excite,
as give a new vital power to the {everal parts of the Chaos ; as the vital
Soul in Nature communicates vitality and aétivity to the Seminal Par-
ticles: And this gives us an account how Agivity and ative Forms,
Powers or Qualities were derived into Matter, namely, not from Matter
it felf ,- or fuch which is meerly unactive and paflive; but from another
Principle, namely, the vigorous influx of this Spirit that moved upon
the face of the Water. Whereby it is apparent that the »i, Vigor,
Activity or Energy that is in Natural Bodies and in the Univerfe, as it
came from no other Principle than Matter; {o it is an Entity of a di-
ftinét nature from Matter or material Subftance fimply as fuch, and indeed
an Entity of a nobler extra&ion and nature than bare Matter or material
Subftance. So that in this Defcription hitherto containing the firft
Stamina or Rudiments of the Univerfe, we have 1. The Efficient there-
of, Almighty God: 2. The manner of his efficiency herein, namely,
Creation ex non preexiffentitss : 3. The Matter of the Univerfe thus by

. Creation produced, the confufed aoles, containing in it felf the Matter

of all things: 4. The difpofition, or rather indifpofition of this Marter,
dark, ftupid, and unattive: 5. The plaftick, formative, digetting
Principle that pervaded it, the Spirit of God moving upon the face of
the Waters, ‘

Totdfque infula per artus
Mens agitar molem. :

The firft Rudiments of the World being thus laid, and thus prepgrcd
and influenced by the powerful Energy and Incubation of this Spirit of
God 5 this divinely infpired Hiltorian gives us in the next place the next

fucceeding order of Almighty God, producing and effectually raifing
eut
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out of this Matter the greater Integrals of. the Univerfe, namely, the
Etherial and Elementary Nature, Perf 3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10,

-~ As in the order of Reafon, it was but fit and convenient that the pro-
duction and influencing of the Matter thpuld precegde the divifion, and

_diftribution, and orderly difpofing thereof ; [0 1t was equally reafonable

and convenient , that the greater and more extenfive parts thereof fhould
be firft laid out and dilpoled into their feveral ftations and orders, before
the imaller and leffer portions of Nature fhould be either produced or
fetled s and that the fimple parts, of this great Chaes fhould be firft ex-
wracted, before the mixed and compounded Exiftences fhould be fetled.

* For as the Chsos and common;Lump of Matter was as it were the firft-

Matter of all things, fo the more fimple and uncompounded parts
thereof, the Etberial and Elementary Natures were as it were the M-
teria [ecunda, ot proxima of the enfuing Produ&ions; and in conformity
to this firft Divine Ordination of things, the inftituted nature of Cor-
porcal Beings, he did obferve the fame method or order fill in the
Generation of things. Wherein we may obferve, that the greater and
more. comprehenfive Rudiments and Stamina are laid, and in fome good
meafure formed , before the lefler and derivative parts are formed and
compleated; as we thall have occafion to obferve when we come to con-
fider the proceffus generationis of Man and Brutes, =~ - v

And now to come to thofe greater Productions , which are principall
thefe; the Light, the e®Erhber, the Air, the Water, the Earth. Fir
therefore touching the Light, verf 3.  dud God [aid, let there be light,
and there was light ; and God divided the light from the darkneff, and the
light he called day, and the darknef§ he called night : and the evening and
the morning were the firft day, . . o

Herein it might be fit to examin, 1. What this Light was: 2. How
it was produced: 3. How it was difpofed or ordered : 4. In what order
and character of time it was {0 produced and ordered.

Touching thefe briefly, and firft touching the nature of this Light.
We may oblerve in Fire two great operations or effeéts, firlt , Heat,
fecondly, Light: It fhould feem that acive Element, as it is commonly
called, or rather, that powerful, vigorous Eatity, or 7 sgnea lucida &
calefattiva was produced. by the Incubation of the Spirit of God upon
the face of the Abyfs, and diffufed through the confufed Particles of
the Materia Chaotica; and that it was the great Infirument which that
Spirit did both communicate and ufe for the preparation, digeftion, and
agitation of that Matter: but this fiery nature being mingled and dif-
peried through the Matter , though it had one of its ufeful effects, namely,
Heat yet it neither had nor could have Light, at leaft till it were in
fome meafure difintangled and fevered from the aoles of grofs Matter,
with which it was confounded and mingled; and till the lucid and
flammeous particles, or rather is jgnes & lucida were lodged in'a fit
Vehicle for its emiffien. So that in the work of this day Light was not
created, but only a confiderable part thereof feparated from the groffer
Marter, and difpoled into an apt Vehicle to contain it. 2. And this
anlwers partly the fecond Inquiry, namely, How it was produced : not,
as it lectas , by Creation s buc the powerful Fiaz of Almighty Ged called
the Light our ot Darknels, thatis, feparated and fevered the moft lucid

fiery

fiery nature, and invefted them with fic Vehicles defumed out of the

MateriaChastica, whereby great part of that flammepus and. lucid fiery

nature which was created by the Incubation of the Spirit of God, was in
a great meafure difcharged from the bond and incumbrance of the grofler
Matter, and rendred uleful for the beauty and fervice of the Uaniverfe;
but yet fo, that there remained ftill in the parts of the Aoles 2 fufficient
frock of connatural Fire and fiery Particles for the heating , agitating,
and digefting of their feveral parts for their feveral ufes and ends, As
to the Third, it fhould feem, that 1. This luminous nature was lodged
in a fuitable Vehicle to derive its Light and Influence to the exteriour
Superficies of this UMeles Chastica, 2. That it was put into a circular
Motion , whereby in the fpace of a Natural Day it vifited the whole
Expanfwm by fucceflive rotations (0 that as by its prefence in any part
of the Chaotical Horizon it made Day, fo by its abfence there-from it
caufed Night', as the Sun doth at this day. 'And this diurnal Rotation
of this luminous Body was really fuch, hecaufe there could not be other-
wile that which the Text fuppofeth, wviz. feparation of the Light from
the Darknels, and thereby the diftribution of Day and Night; fo it was
convenient, for the better digeftion and preparation of the remaining
indigefted partsof Nature. Fordoubtlefs that Light was of a very great
and penetrating Influence, being as it were the F/os and Blixir of that
moft active and powerful Element. 4. The Time and Order wherein this
production of Light was, is faid to be the firft Day: what portion of
duration the diforderly Chass had before this firlt production is. utterly
uncertain, becaule not revealed, poffibly it might be a very long time,
bur the perfecting of the World in'its formal order and conffitutum feems
to be in the compafs of fix Natural Days, and the firft Days Work is
this of Light. o : .

And although we muft finally refolve the ordering and methodizing
of all things to the Divinum beneplacitum , whofe Wildom and Ways are
unfearchable and paft finding out, farther than he is pleafed to reveal
them; yet it thould feem to be very confonant to the reafon of things,
that this edudtion and circulation of the Light thould begin and be con-
tinucd at leaft for the firft three Days of the World, without parcelling
or diftributing inte thofe Luminaries of the Sun and Stars: For doubtlefs
the collection of this lucid, fiery, adive nature into fo great a Body as
probably it was, had cven naturally a moft forcible energy, influence and
penetration into the fubjeCted Chass, and frangely prepared it for its
enfuing offices and ufes. Although we muft ever. with all humili;y

1~

“acknowledge, that the Grear and Omnipotent God needed not the fub

diary Inftrumentalities of Nature to compleat his Work, but could do
all things immediately, as he did moft evidently in many of the pro-

- ducions of Nature; yet if he were plealed to ufe this order in things,

we have reafon to believe, that chough he needed it not, yet when we

lee it done, it was certainly {0 done with moft exquifits Wildom and
Reafon: He could in the firft moment have produced the whole World
compleat inall particulars, but he chofe notfotodo , but did things in a
fucceffive order of fix Days, and in fucha Method as was moft agreeable to
his good pleafure and infinite Wifdom. What became of this Fiery Lumi-
nous Nature and Body, we fhall fec in the fourth Days Work.

3, The
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- ‘2. The Second great Integral feems to be that great and vaft Body,
confifting of the Air and e&ther, called the Firmament; Ferf. 6. <dnd
God [aid, Let there be a firmament in the midft of the water, and God made
the firmament , and divided the waters which are above the firmament from
the waters that are under the firmament , and it was [0 ; and God called the
firmament heaven: and the evening and the morning were the fecond day,

- This word that is tranflated in our Eng/ifb [Firmament] is rendred by
Linguifts underftanding the propriety of the word, to be Expanfum or
Exparfio ; and much controverfie hath been, what is meant by the Waters
above the Heavens ; fome {uppofing a real exiftence of Waters above the
Starry Heavens , to cool the heat contracted by them or their rapid mo-

- tion; "others conje&uring it to be the Clouds, which are above the

middle region of the Air: both improbable enough , the former a meer
imagination, the latter little more; for; at this time, it is apparent there
were no Clouds, neither had- it rained upon the Earth. Ger.2.6. .

-~ It feems therefore that this Expanfum, rendred here Firmament, is
nothing elfe but that limit or boundary between the more refined, li uid
nature which we ufually call Air and c£ther, and the groffer or fluid
Element properly called Water. So the Firmament was nothing elfe but

- that Expanfum of Air and «£sher that are contiguous to the Superficies of

the Water.  The Reafons that induce me fo to think ( which alfo expli-
cate the Notion of the Suppofition ) are thefe: .

1. Becaufe frequently both in the Language of the Holy Scripture,
and of diversof the ancient Heathen Authors, the whole Diaphanum of the
Airand e£ther is inone common appellation called Heaven; whichis the
denomination here given to this Expanfum, (God called the Firmament
or Expanfums , Heaven:) thus we have frequent mention of the Fowls of
the Heavens, the Clouds of Heaven, which yet are fituated in that
part of Heaven, which is the Aiery Region. And again here, 7erf 14.
the Sun and Moon are faid to be great Lights placed in the Firmament
of the Heaven , which are yet placed in a Region of the e4ther, though
above the Atmofphere and the region of the common Air, yet are far
below that liquid region of the «£ther wherein the Stars move: and
Verf. 20. the Fowls habitation is faid to be in the open Firmament of

Heaven, which yet fly no higher than the lower region of the Air. So

that the Heaven, and the Expanfum here called the Heaven, feems to
be that great Expanfum of the Disphanum including the more fublime
and pure part thereof called the «£¢her ; and the ngg)ffer and lower part
thereof called the Air, and the Waters above the Firmament were that
refined, rarified, liquid Matter, which was «£ther and Air; and the

the Waters below the Firmament were thole grofs and fluid parts of

Nature called ordinarily Water. v .

2, Becaufe it a[;;{)ears, Perf.9. that the Waters which were gathered to-
gether in the Conftitution of the Air,were the Waters under the Heavens,
Waters that were next contiguous to that common Expasfum confifting
of Air and -£ther called Heaven, there was nothing interpofed between
that fluid Water which conftituted the Sea, and that common Expanfum
called Heaven, confifting of Air andc£sher.

3. It feems that the great <Moles Chaotica was in its appearance and

external confiftency of a waterifh nature; for it is faid thac the Spirit of -

Gad

‘this Watrith Matter were feparated , divided, and exh

‘quality of liquidity or moifture.
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God moved upon the face of the Waters , which though it contained the
confufed Mals of all things, as well thofe that grew into a more folid
confiftence, as the more reformed or fubtil Matter 5 yet in its firlt defor-
med exhibition of its appearance it had the fhape of Water, and therefore
Plutarch, de placitis Philofsphorum, lib, 1. cap. 3. tells us , “that Thales Milefiiis
held that Water was the common Principle of all things ; which Po-
firion he learned partly by the Analogy that he found therewith in
things exifting, whole firft Rudiments and laft Refolution feems to be
a watry or fluid fubftance; and partly by Tradition from the Egyptians,
or rather from the Hebrews, whofe firlt habitation was in that Country,

And the manner of the refolution of this Aqueous appearance into
oEther and Air feems to be this: This great aqueous Chaotical Mafs
contained in it Particles of various natures, fome more feculent and grofs,
as the Earthy Particles, which floated up and down in it till they were
driven down by the Fircand Heat, or otherwife by fome difpofition or
or agitation of that Incubation of the Spirit of God, were dilpofed and
{ubfided in the middle of this Aqueous fubftance, which became in time
‘the UMoles rerrestris : Other parts lefs feculent than thefe refided in a
Region or Circle next to that grofler and more feculent Sediment; but

by virtue of the Divine Difpolal the Incubation of the Spirit and the

‘Energy and Efficacy of that grear circulating Fiery Nature, which was
maintained in a- continued rosation about the Maffa Chaotica, called
Light; and that internal, hot, and fiery Nature that ftill refided. within
the Body of the UMaffa Chaotica, the more fubtil and ;?ure particles of

, aled from it, and
confticuted that Confiftency that is called the Air and c£2/er, . here called

- Heaven, .

- "And this diaphanous Body of the Air and «£ther thus extraced from
the Water varied in degrees of Subtilty or Rarity, according to the de-
grees of its elevation; the more high and elevdted parts being more
pure, according to the degrees of their afcent ; and the lower more fecu-
lent and thick, and filled with more grofs Exhalations and Vapours
atifing from the contiguoufly fubjected parts; and therefore it is faid,
Gen, Z’ «6. There went np amift from the earth, and watered the face of the
Qrouwna, ) Lot . . N co T
d And T am farther induced to think , that thofc Waters above thé Fir-
mament or Expanfum were no other than this «£zber and Air raifed and
deparated from the Maffa Chastica,, upon thefe Reafons; 1. Becaul@ there
fcems to be a great congtuity between the Water anid che'Air , .in their
: _ 2, Becaufe there feems to be a more
connatural Tran(mutation of cither into other ; the Air, and for.ought I
know,the . £¢her,which is buta purer fublimated Air,by condenfation eafily
re-affuming the nature of  Water, and the Water by heat and rarefaction
cafily affuming the nature of Air, 4nd by the continuancé and conftancy of
that heat containing it felf in that conﬁyﬂ:ency. And from hence it is that
the Warters were the. common material Principle of both the Fifhes and
Fowls, - And if 'we may conjeéturc, that greatInundation, Gexi 7, 1.
was not by a new Creation of Water, but by the wonderful and powerful
Condenfation of the Region of the Airy which feems td be that. opening
of the Windows of Heaveri , wheteby great portions: of the Aerial and
. Q.q Etherial
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Etherial Matter difcovered themfelves to be Water. 3. Becaule we have
no other part of Holy Hiftory that gives us an account of the produéion
of that vaft Continent of the Air and «£rber out of the Chaotick Mafs
but this place. And here we muft obferve once for all, - That there was
fio Creation of Matter after the Beginning; it was all created in that
moment of Beginning. 2. That from that Creation till the firft Day,
wherein Light was produced, there was that eontinued preparation,
impregnation, difpofition, and agitation of Matter by the Spirit of God,
3. That all the Productions of the Six Days (except the Creation of the
Soul of Man , and Angels) were not by any new Creation , but by fepa-
ration of the parts of that pre-exifting Matter , formation of them, and
compofition and effection of Beings out of the firft created , difpofed,
and ordered Matter, by the Power of Almighty God, and theinfluencing
them with thofe active Principles which we ufually call Forms, Energies,
and Active Qualities, : '

. 3. The Third great Integral of this lower World, efpecially in the
Work of thethirdday, wasthe dividing of the Earth and Waters, »erf.g.
dnd God [4id, Let the waters under the beaven be gathered together , and
let the dry land appear, and it was [o; and God called the dry land earth, and
the gathering together of the waters he called feas.

The Divine Hiftorian herein brings us to the Formation of this lower
Globe of Water and Earth, and the diftinétion thereof,

‘This portion of the lower Weorld feems to be the whole refidue of the
vifible (gl?aotical Mafs,, which by the former Re&ification was reduced
to a {fmall portion, like the Caput mortuum after Diftillation for out of
it had been before drawn thofe two mighty and large portions of Matter,
namely, the Fiery, and 'Flammeous, and Lucid Nature imbodied in a
Vehicle fufficient to contain and receive it in the Work of the firft day 5
and fecondly, the Expanfum , the vaft Body of the Air and £sher in the
Work of the fecond Day. C

~ So that this Elementary portion of Earth and Water feems to be a5

it were the fediment and relique of the Maffs Cheorica,

And thofe other two vaft Extra&ions being drawn from it, it feems
this lower Region of Nature confifting of an aggregation of Water and
Earth by the Divine Difpofition of things, either immediately, or partly
by the. inftrumentality either of the ambient Fire, or by the implanted
tendency of the groffer Particles to one common Center of this refidue
of a Chaotick Mafs, the grofs Terreftrial parts fubfided into the middle
of the Water; and though it was in bulk far greater than the Water,
yet it had there two concomitants with it: 1. The Water by reafon of
1ts fluidity and penetration mingled it felf, asfarasitcould atleaft, wich
the fuperficies of the Terreftrial Sediment, to fome confiderable depth
into it, fo far as it could pierce, until it were excluded by the denfer
coagulation of the Earth. 2, The Water did encompafs the whole
Terreftrial Globe to fome proportionable depth or thicknefs, though not
equal to the quantity of the Earth. So that as the circular Scales of a
Pearl incompafs one another , ‘fo did the feveral extrraéted great Integrals
cover onc another, ST K
- Thefirft extraéted Nature was the Light , the Fiery or Luminous Body
which muft needs be uppermoft, becaufe firft drawn off from the Chaoti?k
' - . Mals,

Cap. 2. Mankind and the Univerfe,

Mafs. The fecond, the «£rher and Air drawn off, encompaffing the re-

- maining pare of the Chaotick Mafs. The third, the Warry Confiftence, left

in a circular fubfiftence by the fubfiding of the Ball of:Earth into the
common Center of the Univerfe. C RS T

And by this means the Earth was not at all confpicuous, but involved -

in an involucrum of Waters fo that it muft neceffarily be, ‘t. That hereby
the whole Superficies of the Earth was covered with Water. 3. That
the upper pare of it muft needs be a moift muddy fubftance, fluid and
lubricous, like Slime or Mud. - o Cranboa SRS
The appearance therefore of the dry Land was by the excavation of

certain Sinws and Tradts of the Earth, and exaggerating or: lifting up

other ‘parts of the Terreftrial Matter; and by this means the Water fub-
fided into thofe Caverns aad Valleys prepared for its reception : . Whether
this eXcavation of the Terreftrial Body , or ‘elevation: of other parts
thereof whereby the Water {ubfided; were immediately by the immediate
Power of God 5 or whether hedid it by the inftrumentality of the Water,
working room for it felf in the more (oft and penetrable part of the Earth,

and exaggerating and raifing Iflands and Continents in other parts by .

{uch exaggeration 5 as we [eeisdone at this day:-by the Ocean, producing
Ilands , and enlarging Continents: Or whether by the inftrumentality

of the Fire, either {ubterrancous or ambient, raifing up the Earth, or -

what other immediate way it was done; moft certainly it was done: by
the Will , Direction, and Regiment of the Divine Wil‘c‘ilomand’Pchr:
fo that it is truly faid, Job 38.10. He brake wp for it its decreed place:
Prov, 8. 28. He gave the fea its decree , that the waters (bould not paf bis
commandment, s S :
- Hitherto the Divine Hiftory hath given usanaccount, 1. Of the Ma-
reria prima of all Corporeal Beings , the Maffa Chaotica:. 2. The Materia
proxima or [ecunda of all other Corporeal Beings being the fimple Ele:
ments, and the next Matter of all Mixtions or Compofition: 3. The
Natura jgnea ; calefactive, lucid, and penetrating the Elementary Matter :
4. The Natura atherea and acrea, the Expanfum: 5. The Natura aquea,
or the Water: 6. The Natura terreflris,.or the Earth. And then he
proceeds to thofe mixed or compounded- Natures, drawn out of thofe or
fome of thofe fimpler Exiftences, the Furniture of the Earth and Heaven.
I fhall therefore now proceed to his Defcription of the Produéion of

‘Mixt Natures and Vegetables, in part of the third day, Celeftial Bodies

in the fourthday; Fifh and Fowls in the fifth day; Brutes and Man in
the fixth day. L 2 ,

1. Therefore touching the production of Vegetables, verf 11. 4nd
God faid , Let the earth bring firthgrafs, the herb yielding (eed, and the fruit-
tree yielding fruit after her kind , whofe [eed is in it [elf upon the earth; and
w was [o, . )

Heref we have the beginning of the Vegetable Nature; and mark,
what I fay concerning this, will be applicable with fome variation to the
Brutes and Fith. We have three forts of Vegetables here defcribed,
1. Some that fcem to be of the loweft rank, and fuchas we do find often-
times fponte orta, the Grafs. 3. Thofe Herbs that are of a more per-
fect nature, which as they bear Sced ,; fo they do not ufually arife bus
byit. 3. Trees bearing Fruitand Sced, being the nobler fort of Trees;

Qgq » bue
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bug chiis includes all kind of Vegetables, as well Trecs that bear not Fruig
orSesd, as thofe whichdo. - ;. ... . ) o '
- In the produttionof thele Vegetables, thele things arc obfervable :
1. The Supreme Efficient, the Word of Command of the Divine Wil]
was that which was the Supreme productive Efficient. Lo
2, Thefubordinate Inftrument (germinet terra]} wherein we have thefe
two great Truths delivered. 1. That the Earth yielded the Matter of
Vegetables. 2. That the Earth was now impregnated to be an active
Inftrument to this production, and concurred therein, at leaft inftry-
mentally , with the Supreme Efficient , ‘and that A@ivity that was in the
Earth did not arife meerly from the Matter, for that in the b&sginuing
was purely’palfive,-but 1. by the Fecundating Principle, the Spirit of
Gad miaving upon the Face of the Chaetick Matter ; 2. by the powerful

" Energy of the. Riery and Luminous Principle, that partly refided in the

Earth | partly incompafledity 3. but principally by the Efficacy of the
Word of the Divine Command, which was no other. byt the determi-
nation of His Efficacious Will. S o

3. Bur though the more folid Matter of thele Vegetable Produ&ions
was the Earth, yetit.was the Harth conjoined with that vigorous Fire,
which was mingled with that ative Air or e£ther that was interfperfed
in:it,; and that fruitful Water which remained conjoined with it. '

4. That this Produ@ion was not by any formed antecedent Seed
difperfed in it, but immediately, the Vegetible Individuals were. ante-
cecf:r:t‘to any Semina that might .be produdtive of it; and according to
the truc. Method of Exiftence of Things in their firft Origination, the
Herb and Tree were the Caufe, the Original of the Sced , the Seed was

mot the Ofiginalof the Herbor Tree, though in the fecorndary produion

by generation the Semen precedes the thing generated, according to the
Owger feteled after the firlt production of things, which doth reafonably
folve the Difpute of Pluzarch, Whether the Hen were before the Egg,
orthe Egg before the Henz . o
And as the Suppefition, that the firft Principle in the Origination, either
of Vegetables or Senfitives, to be ex precxiffente (emine feems incongruous
and unreafonable, I mean as to perfet Vegetables or Animals, {o it is
idle and needlefs: - For certainly the fame Infinite Power, that could form
a Semen univockan » t0 be the immediate Principle of an Animal or Vege-
table, in the primordial Origination of them, could with equal facility
form perfect Individuals of the f{everal Species, and endue them with 2
rolifick power of propagation of their kinds, by feminal Principles
decifed from them s and no leffer Power and Wifdom was required to

mold up a fpecifical operative Semes, than to frame the Individual or .

Species tobe produced by it. . .

5. The Supreme Power of the Great Efficient of Vegetables, as well
as Animals, wasfeeninthis, in that it determined their Species , which,
Matteralone , nor any Univerfal Caufe purely natural, could never have
done, inrefpeétof their umiver(al commen indeterminate Nature, which
could never fix nor fettle in any determinate fpecifick production.  There-
fore, in that the Individuals .of Vegetables, Fith, Fruits, and Birds,
as well as Men, were made after sheir kinds, it alcertains us, thatchis
Origination of things was by 4 Wife, Free, Intelligent Being , full
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of Power and Wildom, ading fecandurm intentionem eleEionem, o volun-
tatem, Lo oy :
. 6, By virtueof this Divide Intention , ‘Ordination, and Command ,
thele three things were fettled touching Vegetable Nutures, (which is a{ﬁ;
truc concerning Animals, asto the two latver of them at lealt) 1. The
Eirth was endued with prolifick vital Energy, whereby it was enabled
with the vigorous affiftance of the Fiery Nature included in it and
accompany1ng it, to putout many fpoataneous productions of fome ordi-
nary Vegetables, and probably of fome Infeés, and to exhibit a fuccus
mutritionss to {upport all kind of Vegetables and many Animals in their
vital exiftence, - 2. The Individuals of Vegetables- of all forts, as alfo
qf - Apimals, :Fl_(bcs » Fowls, Infeéts, and Man , were in a rno’ment of
time produced . in- their full and perfe& complement, laden with their
Fruit and Seed, without ruining the natural gradual procefs of Matu-
ration, which was to enfue in the courle of future Generations 5 and this
could not bedone, either by force of any natural fecundity that was then
in thp Earth , or.the bare ftrength of the formed natural accommodation
of Light or Heats for though it betrue, that the natural fecundity and
hear of fome Climates, and alfo artificial fecundations of Matter , may
conduce much to the acceleration of Macurity , yet it is not imagh;ablc
that thefe could be ripened into the full growth and barden of Fruit in
the peried of a Day, butby virtueof a {upernatural Efficient and Power
namely, the Energy of the Divine Command, [Germinet terra , é»’c,],
3. The third admirable Demonftration' of the Immediatene(s of the
Divine: Power, 'Wildom , and Ordination, is this, That Vegetables,

as allo Animals and Mankind, were endued with a Power , Faculey

and a certain Law fixed and radicated in them, to tranfinit their Fp"é;}'fi‘cjai

Natureto fucceeding Individuals by propagation and feminal traduétion ,
whereby their Speczes might be preferved , and this was done by force

* of the Divine Inftitution and Benediction 5 the Vegetables were produced

with their various Semina in them, ready formed for their feveral
fpecifical productions, in their full and perfect ftature, guafi per [altum
and endued with a prolifick power of multiplication of their kind, by
virtue of that Soveraign Inftitution and Commiffion [ Be fruitful and mul-
tiply , and replenifh the Earth,] Gen. 1.22,28. : g
2. I come now to the Fourth Days Work, perfe 14, 15,16, (And God
made two great Lights , the greater Light to rule the Day, and the /{/fer to
rule the Night , and be made the Starsalfs.] Tt is true what I before ob-

ferved,, that fieft Matter of all things corporeal was made, and this only

was properly Creation or making out of nothing, and all corporeal
things, that were made within the compafsof the Six Days, was Crea-
tion only per azalogiam , for it was only feparation and diftribution of that
Matter which before exifted in the Materia Chastica, or elfe an elevation
or retification of fome parts of thac Matter, or a compofition out of it
or of fome parts of it 5 3t was effecio OF creatio fecanda, not sreatio prima ;
and though the Word [ Creaze ] be applied to fome things that were thus
effected, as Verf. 21. yet it is not purely creatioprima, or ex nihilo, bug

creatio fecunda ex preexiftente materia, :
Now, What was the Matter of thefe Heavenly Bodies, the Sun , the
Moon, the Stars, for in this Fourth Day all the Matter of the chaos was
: : before
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before diftributed into thele four Simpler Natures , Light or Fire, Air or
Zther, Water, and Earth¢ L _ :
The firft Matter of thefe Heavenly Luminaries therefore was the com-
mon Chaotica maseria; but the Materia proxima out of which they feem
to be canftituted , were principally thofetwo great Natures which were
{eparated from the Chaos the firlt day, viz. The Fiery Nature imbodicd
in a {uitable Vehicle, and the fecond day the Zsher or Aery part: thefe
two great Integrals of the fir(k Univerfe were far greater than all the
reft of the.Chaotick Matter, and therefore rmgl}t very well fubmmlﬁe_r
the principal and predominant Matter for thofe great and vaft Lumi-
naries the fixed Stars, the moft whereof are far greater than the Globe
of Earthand Water:. But to the Conftitution of the Planetary Bodies,
which feem to be more grofs than the Stars, there was a greater pro-
portion of more grofs and feculent Matter added to the Fiery and Aerial
Particles in their coagulation, thongh in fome of them more, in fome

lefs, according to the various degrees of fubtilty and grofnels of their -

Coﬂﬁuiﬁ‘c goodly Bodies being formed and molded, it fhould feem that
that great and mighty flaming Light which was made or produced the

- firft day; and for the two enluing days had rolled about the reft of the

 this Fabrick of the World in its full complement and perfection in one’

Chaotick Mafs, was by the Glorious God diftributed into thofe feveral
Heavenly Veflels of the Sun and Stars, who fucceeded unto, and as it
were inherited that primitive Light now divided among them, ac-
cording to their feveral meafures and ufes. . - -

- For although the Almighty Wifdom and Power could bave made all

moment, andalthough he produced and perfected Vegetables, Brutes, and
Man in one moment , without the gradual procedures through thofe
feveral ftations and degrees which Nature now obferveth ; and fo he
could have done in the production of all other the Integrals of the Uni-
verfe; yet he feems in fome parts of this Proceffus formativaus of the
Univerfe to ufle fometimes fuch Methods, Means ,, and Inftruments, and
fuch Times, Periods, and Orders as might feem to bear in fome meafure
a congruity to a Natural Procedure; thus_ he u(cq that Motion or Agx-
tation of the Spirit for the ripening and inHuencing of the vaft Mals ;
he firlt begins with the produétion of thofe more fimple conftituent
Particles of Matter which might yield Matter fuited and prepared to
Mixt Natures. ‘ :

And it is not unreafonable for us to think that this great flaming Light in -

the firflt three days of the Creation was ufed as a moft fuitable Inftrument
for the Rarefaction, Digeftion, Separation , and Dlﬁnbunon_ of the
remaining part of the Chaotical Matter in thofe greater Agitations
that it had 1n the production of the £ther, the feparation of the Water,
and the arefaction of the Earth; which Procefles required a more fevere
and violent, active Inftrument than was neceflary, or indeed fuitable
to thofe {maller Mutations which were after made;” and probably if that
piercing and great Lucid Nature had continued its Revolutions about
the World, it would have been too ftrong and violent either to the pro-
ductien, or confervation of thofe Animals and Mankind that were now
to be produced, ' And
n
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* And (o the diffuled Light that circulated about the Univerfe, is now
this fourth day diftributed into thefe feveral Heavenly Bodies; 1., Be-
caufe now its ufe in that former ftate and method of its exiftence ceafed.
2. It was now for the ule of the Univerfe to have it diftributed and
ordered into thofe feveral Veflels, the Sun and Stars, that mighe with
a gentler and better regulated Heat and Motion influence the World.
3. It was now more for the Beauty, Order, and Ornament of the Uni-
verle, for the Glory and Honour of the Divine Wildom, Power, and
Goodnefs to diftribute this Light into feveral Veflels » and according to va-
rious mea(ures and proportions, and accommodated with feveral Motions
than to keep it in one vaft and terrible Body circulating the Univerfe,
which unrefracted might have been too penetrating am% violent to the
other parts of Nature. ,

~ And this feems to be the Method of the Origination of the Heavenly
Bodies: For though the firft Verfe tells us, that I the beginning God made
the beavens and the earth, we have no reafon to fuppole that the Etherial
Bodies and the Heavenly Luminaries were completed in the moment
of Time, (whatever may be conjectured touching the Celwm Empyraum ;)
for it is evidént that Light the firft-born of the Univerle was not made
till the firft day; the Expanfum or &ther till the fecond days nor the
Heavenly Hoft , the Planetary and Fixed Stars till the fourth day. .

I fhall not here contend much touching the Syftem of the Univerfe,
whether the Earth be the Center thereof » Or the Sun, whether it confift
of fo many feveral Syftems or #urtices, whether every Fixed Star hath
its Portex , and the Sun the Center of the Planetary Farzex; only thus

much I fhall fay, 1. That this Divine Hyposhefis delivered to us by the

hand of 2ufes feems wholly. to contradi® the Suppofition of Solid Orbs,
and {trongly concludes that the Heavenly Bodies are moved i liguide
Zthere. 2. It feems rather ro counrenance that Syftem of the Univerfe
that fuppofeth the Earth to be.the common Center thereof » than the
the imaginary Hypethefis of Copermicus, Galilens, Kepler ; or Des Cartes,
3. That it utterly contradiéts the Hypothefis of wArifiosie and Ocellus, and
the Pythagereans touching the Ecernity of the World, or of the Heavens;
and likewife the FiGtion of Demoerizws and Epicwrus of the cafual Coalition
of the Univerfe by the motion or interfering of Atoms, .

3. 1 come to confider of the Fifth Days Work, touching the pro-
duétion of Fith and Fowls; Pesf. 20. .And God feid, Let the waters bring
forth abwndantly the moving creature that hath life , and fowl that may fly
above the carth in the open firmament of heaven; and God srested great whales,
and every living creature that meveth , which the waters brewght forth abun-
dantly after their kind and everywinged fowl afser its kind ; ‘and God [uy that
it mas govd, DI L : S

Theggreat Engin of the Heavenly Bodies being now conftituted in
that excellent ftate'and order for the ufe and confervation of animal Life,
God Almighty proceedeth in 2 moft exquifite order for the produéion
of Animals; and becaufe the Waters were in themflves a miore ductile,
and poffibly 2 more fettil Body than the Earthy and alfo, becaufe cosers,
peribus; the Fowls and. Fifhes are not of an equal perfoion in their
hatures to the Brates or Terreftrial Animals; for thefe have certainly a
more digefted canftitution, greater varicty and ouriofity in their bodily
. : texture,




304 T ‘Of a true Origination of

S 1V,

texture , and a higher Spirit and Soul , of nobler Inftin&@s, and more
capable of Difcipline than the Fowl or Fifhes. Thereforg, as the pro-
duction of Vegetables anteceded the production of Animals ; fo the pro-
duétion of Animals aquatil and volatil preceded the production of terre-
“ftrial Animals. ;
.~ What may elfe be faid in relation to this Days Work, I fhall deliver
in the Confideration of the next firft Part of the fixth Days Work.
Therefore, ' : o P
4. The firft Part of the fixth Days Work comprized the production
of Terreftrial Animals; Perf 24, And God faid, Let the earth bring forth
the living creature after his kind, and cattel, and every creeping thing and
beaft of the earth q#‘er his kind; and it was [o. - -
The Realons why Terreftrial Animals had their produion after the
‘Fowls and Fifhes, have been partly before intimated , and fhall be here
fomewhat farther confidered : And they are thefe, P
- 1. Although Almighty God be not bound or ftraitned in his Operation
to the fequacioulnels of the Matter, yet it is not improper for us to
fuppofe that he may purfue the Laws of his own making, where it confifts
with his defign and intention : The production of Vegetables by the
Earth was indeed earlier; but then -the energy of his Inftrument the
Light, perchance was ftronger than after the diftribution thereof into
the Receptacles of the Heavenly Luminaries. T o
2. Ad plurimwm , the nature of Terreftrial Animals was a more refined
nature than that of Fowls and Fifhes, and therefore as the Matter might

~ reafonably expect a longer mura for its Concocion, fo the Method of

Creation , ceterss paribus , proceeded from the lefs elaborate Integrals of
Mixt Bodies to the more elaborate , concluding withMan.,
And this preference of the Brutes above Fowls and Fifhes, appears
1. In the manner of their natural procreation, the Brutes being ad pis-
vimum vivipara, the others arifing ad plarvimum ex ovo. - 2. In the great
variety of their bodily compofure ; the texture of the Bodies of Brutes
being far more curious, and fuller of - variety than others. 3. 44 pluri-

- mum, the animal Faculties of the brutal Soul are far more perfe& than

thofe of others, their Phantafies and Memories refined, they have greater

and more lively Images of Reafon, and more capable of Difciplinc -than -

either Fowls or Fifhes, S Lo

Now touching the produ&ion of Animals, whether Terreftrial, Aqua-
til; or Volatil, we may obferve that they are in the ordinary courle of
Nature of two kinds :- Some,; which arife among us no otherwile, nor
in any other manner than ex femine , which weufually call perfe¢t Ani-
mals, and arifing by univocal generation ; others there are that be im-
perfe& , arifing fpontaneoufly in the Earth, Air, and Water, as Worms,
Flies ; and fome fort of fmall Fifhes and watry Infets. o

" This being premifed , I fhall now fet down fome Suppofitions which
feem to me truly to explicats the production of thefe Animals, which are
thefe chat follow,” -~ - ;i w0 o i s

1. Although the predominat Matter in the conftitution of Fowls and
Fifhes were Water , and in the conftitution of Terreftrial Animals were

Earthy yet that Water nor that Earth’ were not fimply fuch, but.were

mixed and impregnated with the other Elementary Principles, @ -~ -

2. Thay

' iy
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2. That all the Species of perfet Animals of all kinds were conftituted -

in their feveral Sexes in the fifth and fixth day of the Creation » but yet
we muft not think that all thofe kinds which we now fee were ar firlk
created, but only thofe primitive and radical Species: How many forts

of Animals do we now fee , that yet poffibly are not of the fame Species,

- but have accidental diverfifications, as we may obferve in the feveral
Shapes and Bodies of Dogs, Sheep, Pyes, Parots? which poflibly ac firft

. were not fo diverfified ; fome variation of the fame Species happen by mixt
Coition , feme by diverfity of Climates, and other accidents,

3. That the firft Individuals in their diftinGion of Sexes were not
produced according to thofe Methods of Nature which they now hold,
nor ex aligu precxiftente femine, but by the immediate efficiency of
Almighty God, out of the Matter prepared or defigned for their Confti-
tution, : '

4 That they were made in the firft inftant of cheir Conftitution in
the full perfection and complement and ftature of their individual and
fpecifical nature, and did not gradually increafe according to the pro-
cedure of animal augmentation at this day: and the reafon is, becaufe
thofe gradual augmentations arife from the Seminal Principle which
gradually expands it felf to the full growth 5 but here they arofe not from
any fuch Seminal Principle , but the Hen was before the Egg.

5. There was no mean portion of Time between their Formation and.-

Animation , but both were together, they were living Beings, and living
Souls , and living Creatures as foon as they were formed.
6. That confequently the Formation of the Body of thefe Animals was
notasnow it is, by the Formative Power of the Soul, which muft needs be
. gradualand {ucceflive, as we fee it is,and muft be at this day in all matural
Generations ; but the Formation and Information of them was by virtue of
the immediate F7at, Determination, or Ordination of the Divine Will.
. 7+ That in their Origination, the Species of thefe Animals were deter-
mined neither from the Matter, nor from the univerfal Caufe, the Cele-
ftial Heats but by the Divine Intention and Ordination. '
8, That by the fame Divine Ordination and Intention, the Faculties
fpecifically belonging to every Individual were annexed and alligated
to it, clpecially the power, conficiends femen prolifwm , ¢ fpecici propa-
ande ex mutna utvinfguc [cxus conjunitione, . ‘
9. That although by the Divine Power and Ordination all thefe
perfeét Animals did arife from the Earth, yet that Prolifick Power of
propagating of them was never delegated or commirted to the Earth,

or any any other Cafual or Natural Caufe; but only to the Seminal

Nature, derived from their Individuals , and difpofed according to that
Law of propagation of their kind , alligated as before to their fpecifical
and individual nature.

. And therefore it its perfectly impoffible that any of thefe perfect Ani-
mals can be cafually, or naturally, or accidentally produced by any
Preparation of Matter, or by any Influence of the Heavens, without
the miraculous interpofition of Almighty Power ; becaufe the Earth,
or thofe Influences have not this power concredited to them,
but their production is irrefiftibly alligated to the Semen innarum
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and conjunction of Sexes; the Earth can as naturally produce a
Sun or a Star, as it can a Man, or a perfect Animal.

10. Whether thofe imperfec or equivocal Animals were created or

fo, it is not altogether clear, poflibly fome might be then produced,
whofe kinds were likewife producible fpontaneoully after ; but it feems

beyond contradi&ion that all were not.
11. As by virtue of that general Commiffion or intrinfick Prolifick

Power given to the Earth to produce {pentaneous Herbs, as Grals, e,

it doth naturally produce fuch Herbs; fo by virtue of that common
Commiffion given by Almighty God to the Earth and Water, and to
that Spirit of Nature diffufed in it, it doth naturally preduce thole equi-

. vocal 1nfeét Animals which arife out of them.

The fame Law of the Creator that hath eternally excluded, or rather

* not committed to the Earth or Water the power of producing per-
fec Animals, hath given and committed to them by concurrence
of that Vital Heat of the Sun and the common Spirit of Nature
refiding in them, a Productive Power of fome equivocal infect
‘Animals in Matter fitly prepared. ,

Touching therefore the Origination of Infeéts I (hall declare my
thoughts as followeth; 1. That by virtue of the Divine Fiar the Earth
at firft did produce fome Individuals of feveral kinds , whichis imported
under the words [Every creeping thing after its kind.] 2. That as I have
before fhewn, the greateft part of the Infeéts that are commonly produced,
and fcem to be {pontaneous produions , are yet the univocal and feminal
produéions of Infeéts of the fame kind, 3. That yetit is a certain
Truth, that fome Infeéts are, and have an Origination fince the firft
Creation without any formal, univocal, feminal produéion; fome out
of Putrefaction, fome out of Vegetables, fome by very ftrength and
fracedo of the Earth and Waters quickned by the vigorous Heat of the
Sun, which infufeth into fome Particles of Matter well prepared and
digefted a kind of Vital andSeminal Principle.Some have thought the very
Sun and Earth are endued witha Vital , yea and with a kind of Senfitive
Nature, and thereby enabled as it were to fpin fome prepared Matter
into vital and fentient Semina for thofe infect Animals: But we fhall not

" meed to trouble our felves with that incertain Speculation; we are fure

that the greateft part of the Superficies of the Earth being daily and
hourly impregnated with the corrupted and diflolved Particles of Vege-
tables and Animals, is at leaft highly prepared for the fpontaneous pro-
duction of Infects and Vegetables of fome kinds; and the benevolent
Heat of the Sun hath a great influence thereupon to be the Inftrument
of Almighty God in thefe Produétions: but it is his Sovereign Infti-
tution that committed to theSun, the Earth, and the Waters and their

Particles to produce fome infe¢t Animals, and therefore they produce

them, as Worms, Flies, Frogs; but he hath not concredited or com-
mitted to them that primitive Productive Power of perfe& Animals.
nay not of fome noble Vegetables, fine preexiitente femine univoco,

Thus we have confidered the Hiftory of the Werlds production, and
the
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the reaflonablenefs thereof. Now to the preduion of Terreftrial Ani-
mals, (for of the Creation of Man I fhall fpeak in the next Cha-
ter.) ‘ ‘ : '
P It is true that there are two forts of natural Integrals whofe Hiﬁdry
is here'omitted , and yet that omiffion aot without great reafon; becaufe
it feems their production was in a manner accidental and fpontaneous,
depending upon the various mixture of Materials formerly created,
namely, Meteors and Minerals : the former confummated in the Aery Re-
gion by the appofition and mixture of divers Excretions and Exhalations
of the other parts of Nature; for we neither find, nor have any caule
to look for Clouds , Comets, or Meteors in the compafs of the firft fix
Days. The latter feem to be Concretions and Digeftions in the Bowels
of the Earth, cither altogether or for the moft part begun and perfeced
after the Six Days Work , by the energy of the external, and eleftial,
and internal, and connatural Fire and Heat.
_ Some Fews and Cabalifls there have been that have fuppofed thofe fix
Days to be of different length and extent from thele Natural we are
acquainted with, and that thofe fix Days, efpecially the three firft and
three laft thereof, differed exceedingly one from another; and that as
the three laft were of a far greater length and extenfion than our ordinary
day or night; {o the three former were exceedingly larger than the three
latter of the fix, and the computation of the whole by Six Days was
only by a kind of Analogical Expreflion to give Mankind a diftin@ion
of the Order of Production; and they fuppefe, 1. That the Divine
Author by this diftribution of - Days did not intend any determinate
portion of Time , much lefs days or times conformable to the length of
our days, but certain Myfterious Numbers of Times; and. therefore

_ Philo Fudens in his firft Book dllegoriarwm Legss, tells us, Rufficane fim-

plicitatis eft putare [ex diebus ant aliquo certo tempore mundum conditum, cons-
plevit [exto die opera , intelligere non debes de diebus aliquot , [ed de (enario
perfecto mumero ; and then takes a great deal of pains in illuftrating the
MK(’cery of that Number. 2. Becaufe they would willingly introduce
a kind of natural production of things according to a natural method,
and gradual and fucceffive procedure, without the Stppofition of an
immediate concurrence or interpofition of a Supernatural Influx or
Caufation ; and therefore becaufe the feparation of Light, the firft Days
Work, naturally required a great time s as allo the rarefaction and fepa-
ration of the Expanfum , the feparation of the Bodies of Earth and
Water, and likewife the maturation and production of Vegetables out
of it might require a longer time than fome of the fubfequent days Works,
therefore the three firlt days were much longer than thofe that follow :
And again, fince each of thefe great Works attributed to the three latter
days were great Works, required great digeftion, and feparation, and

- maturation of the Matter for the Heavenly Bodies ; as alfo for the matu-

ration of living Animals, and their production: that even thofe days
might be conceived of a dimenfion or computation much larger than
our Days, and poflibly than our Months ;- or Years, or Ages. Bur thefc

. ftem to be vain Conjectures, introduced meerly to exélude an inter-

mixture of a fupernatural concurrence in the (peedy production and
formation of things, and not warranted by the Holy Hiftory, but contra-
, Rr 2z dicing

7




Of a trué' Origination of  Se&. 1V,

di&ing it: For we have no reafon to imagin that the fixth day was of

imenfion than the fevénth day, wherein God.Almxghty refted 5
?1?)); flgle]eéf(ti}llm:ny longer than the fixth; neither was it at all neceffary
the days fhould be protracted to that length of time for two Reafons:
§. Becaufe if wefhould be fo vainas to fuppole a long procefs, fomew hat
futable to what we now fee in Nature, for the leparation, difpofition,
and production of the Six Days Work yet certainly there was a time
intervening between the firft Creation of the Aateris Chaotics and the
very inception of its complement into that Order that the Six Days
Work exhibit to us; and although that time is not determinately (et
down, yet wemay juftly think it a long time: And again, in that long
interval there was a powerful Agent lubacting, dilpofing, and influ-
encing the Maffa Chaotica, exprefled by the Spirit of God moving upon
the face of the Waters; whereby if it were neceflary to have fuch a
preparatory procefs towards the formatien of the World antecedent to
fuch formation, it was not wanting here, and every Particle might
thereby be fo ripened and prepared that they might fucceffively give
their apparences in thofe portions of time wherein they are ranged by
the Sacred Hiftory. 2. Although in the Creation of the World and
the Integrals thereof , Almighty God feemed fomething to conform to
the reafonable Order of Caules {utable or congruous to Effeéts, and did
not put forth fuch an immediate Activity in the Production of things
as he did in their firft Creation ; this being done in an inftant, that fuc-
ceffively, gradually, and yet per meram: Yet he was not bound to obferve
all the Ceremonies and Formalities of Natural Effects; neither did he,

but by his own immediate Power gave a greater expedition to the firft

ction of things, than that which he inflituted for the ftanding,
E:éju ;(1)1[;1_ ordinagy Method of future produétion and maturation of
‘thing’s to be generated after their firft Origination: And as it was im-
poffible without the appofitien of a Supcrnatural Being and Caufation,

that the Matter of things fhould be created out of nothing ; or being.

created, could without the Operation of a Supernatural Intelligent
g)ei;lga::ifé it felf up to the adnuP:able Fabrick wherein it was finally
perfeted 5 fo it is not reafonable to deny to fuch a Supreme, Supernatural,
and Infinite Power an effectual maturation and compleating of things
in thole portions and orders of times that beft pleafed him, and which
his Wildom judged moft agreeable to his Works and Ends. We find
every Command of the Divine Will in the Creation of things anfwered

by an immediate obfequinm in the created Matter: If He (ay, Let there

ight 5 Let the waters be gathered into ome place ; Let the Earth bring
;o‘;ti,‘%zc. the obfequious Maéer prefently an(wered the Command with
a Fuit ita, It wasfo. Notas if there were any Vocal Command given
out to the Matter, but the fecret Command and Determination of the
Divine Will governed the Matter into an immediate conformable Pro-
ductien , according to the Zdes refiding in the Divine Underftanding;
He (pake and it was done , be commanded and it flood fu_/} This beft be-
came the Majefty and Sovereignty of the Lord of all things.

CAP
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| “CAP. IIL
Concerning the Prodution and Formation of Man.

Aving taken the former bricf Survey of the Hiftory of the Creation

and Formation of the reft’ of the Univerfe, I thall now proceed

to what I principally intended in the difeuffion of that Hiltory, namely,

the Formation of Mankind, Ges. 1.126. And God wid, Let us make Man

in onr own jmage , after our likenef§, and let him have domimion over the

Jib of the fea, and sver the Jowl of the air, and over all the cart), » and over

every creeping thing that creeperh #pon the earth; [o God made man in his

own image , in the image of God created he him, male and Jfemale created he

them ; and God ble[led them , and faid anto them , Be fruitful and mnltiply,
and veplenifh the earth and [ubdne it , and have dominion over the fifbes.

Touching the Creation of Man I fhall obferve thefe things,

1. The Efficient of this firlft Production of Mankind was Almighty
God , by the counfel and determination of his own Will: The Creation
of Man is ufhered in with a Preloguc unlike the Creation of other
things, viz, by a kind of deliberation 5 notas if the Divine Wifdom ftood
in need of counfel, advice, or concurrence of others, or of a mora delibera-
#iva with himfelf; for known unto him were all his Works from the begin-
ning, and by one fimple, inftantancous, and indivifible A& he forclees
what is fit to be done, and judgeth and derermineth the fame: but it is
added as a Mark of Attention, and an Elogy of Prelation of this Work
of the Creation of Mankind above the reft of the vifible Creatures.

Seme of the Ancients have thought this Deliberation was real , and
to have been made with the fuperior World of Heavenly Intelligences ;_
Nec (fi fas fit ita logui ) Dens quicquam fecerit , donec iilud expenderit in fi-
milia [uperiori: and it fhould feem that the Opinion of Plate in his Titnens,
That Almighty God did advife with the Dis ex Diis, or the Intelligences
or Angelick Natures, and ufed their affifance in the Creation of the
Bodics of Men , though he himfelf formed their Souls 5 ftems to be
derived from the infpection of the Mofsical Hiftory or Tradition of ir,
whereof he gave us hisSenle or Expofition, that this [ faciamus hominem
was by the concuirence or fubordinate cooperation of Angels.

Others, with far greater evidence, do think it was the Deliberation
and Conclufion of the Three Perfons of the Holy Trinity.
~And fome again interpret it to be only a Majeftick Expreflion touch-
ing Almighty God , more regali , in the Plural Number ; but touching
thefe Conjectures I fhall fay no more but only this , That the firft Ori.
gination and Production of Man was by the immediate Efficiency of
Almighty God, not as if God Almighty ufed any Manual oy Phyfical
Plafmation of a Man, as the Statuary makes his Statue, or as the Poets
feign Promeshens moulded up his molle Iutwms into the Humane Shape,
and animated him by diffafion of Fire into him ferche from Heaven,
but by the Word, or Determination ; or Fiaz of his Omnipotent Will
Man was formed dnd made. v

2. The conftituent Componerits out of which he was made were of

Lwo



310

‘Of a true Origination of Sea. IV.

two kinds, 1. His Corporeal and Animal Nature was the fame with
the Matter of other Terreftrial Animals, namely, the Elementary Matter,
whereof Earth was the predominant. 2. His Spiritual Contftituent as [
may call it (though in union with the Senfible Power it be his conftituenc
Form) was a Spiritual Subftance, created and infufed by Almighty God,
Gen. 2.7, And God formed man of the duft of the ground, and breathed into
his neftrils the breath of life , and man became a living fowl.  This Text gives
us briefly, 1. The Matter of his Corporeal and Animal Conftitution,
the Duft of the Ground, or as elfewhere, RedClay, 2. The Nature ot
Kind of this other conftituent part, the Breath of Life, a Vital, Spiri-
tual , IntelleGtual Subltance or Nature. . 3. The Union thereof to the
Body, and Animal Nature breathed into him. 4. The refult from that
Union, Manbecamea living Soul , the whole Compofition taking deno-
mination from his nobler eflential Conftituent. And this thort Hiftory
gives us the beft account that can be of the true Nature of Man, namely,
that he confifts of two effential conftituent Parts, 1, His corporeal and
animal nature, which though it were not only gradually but ipecifically
different from,and advanced above the Brutal Nature both in the Elegance,
and Ufefulnefs, and Majefty of his corporeal Fabrick, and in the excel-
lency and perfetion of hisanimal Facultics , asin due time thall be fhewn :
Yet ‘in his effential part he feemed to have a nature in fome way common
withthem, bothbeing material, and both their Faculties of the Animal

Nature directed and fubfervient to a Life of Senfe, and therefore cor-
ruptible and mortal in it felf. 2. His Intelle€tual Nature, which is

fpiritual , immortal , created immediately by Almighty God; that as in
his Animal Natures he was the higheft of living , corporeal , and vifible
Creatures, fo in his Soul or Intellectual Nature he feems to be conftitured
in the loweft rank or range of Intellectual and Immaterial Beings, by
this means he feemed to be Nexwus utriufque orbis, '

I have before obferved in the Order of Natural Beings with which
we are acquainted, that there feems to be an admirable gradation in
things, and the lower rank of Natural Exiftences have fome rough

draughts , and ftrokes, and fhadows of thofe perfections which are in

the {uperior : Minerals are a degree below Vegetables , yet they feem to
have (ome fhadow of the Vegetable Life in their growth, increale, and
fpecifick configurations. The loweft degree of Life feems to be the
Vegetables, yet in many of them and their Faculties, they feein to have
fome kind of rough firokes or draughts of the Senfitive Nature, and
the higheft advances of the Vegetable Nature feem to come up to the
confines and boerders of the loweft Form of Senfible Beings, and to par-
ticipate of fomewhat of Senfe; which appears not only in the natural
production of Infeds out of the fineft parts and effluxes of moft Vegeta-
ble Natures, but alfo that fome fuch things there are that feem in their
very nature of Plants’to have a kind of lower connexion of the Animal
Nature in them as appears in the Senfitive Plant or Planta modeits,
and thofe Canes in the Kingdom of Arge/a , that are filled with a Worm
- growing from and continuous with it, called Trombe. Again, in the
Animal Province there are divers fenfible Infeéts,-both aquatil , volatil,

. and terreftrial , that feem to be in the very next Rank of Nature to

Vegetables: and again, fomeof the fuperior fort, elpecially of Terreftrial
' Animals
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Animals have guandam imaginem ¢ umbram rationis , and ar ran

by Induftry and dilciplinable Ads to.a great perfection, afnda?c‘;;m:: bb}:
the next rank of natures below the animal nature of Man, as Elephants
Horles, and fome others; but the nawure of Man ; though in the animal
part of him he is the higheft rank of vifible Animals yet in his intel:
lectual nature he feems to participate of - the angelick nature, and js
next_below them in the fpecifical exiftence of Soul Pfadl. 8, 5.} He was
made a little lower than the Angels, and participates of the higheft degree

of Animals and the loweft degree of Intelligences; participating of -
both natures, to kecp as it were a continuity between the upper World

atr:d the lower ; and to maintain a communion with them and between
them, L L "

~ 3. We have here allo the Z4ea or Model accordin;g‘ to whicﬁ thé.'};Iu-

mane Nature was framed, namely, after the Image and Similitude of
God ; wherein we are to take in Man conftituted in his full and compleat
nature, namely,in the union of his two Effential Parts, his Animal Nature
and his Intellectual. What this. Image and Similitude of God was. o
wherein it confifted, is varioufly difputed, I fhall firft confider what it
was, and then what it is and was. ' ' :

1. It was not not any corporeal Similitude or Image; for the Divine
Nature is incorporeal and invifible, and therefore hath ne Image or
fimilitude of that kind. ' _ C e g
2. It was not any Image adequate to the Divine Perfe@tion and Ex-
cellence , as the Impreffion in the Wax is the adequate Image or Repre-
fentation of the Seal, and as large asit: for God’s Perfe@ions are infinite
both in cxtention and intention, and no finite Being can be an adequate

Image of an infinite Being or Perfe@ion, ..

3. It was not an Image that takes in all the refemblance of the Parts
of Divine Perfections or Excellences , as the little Image upon Cefar’s
Coyn relembled Cefar’s Effigies, or a new bora Infant refembles a full
grown Man for neither the Perfections nor the Being of God do con.
venire in uno aliquo genere univoco , with thofe of Man: the Perfections of
God are not reprefentable by any created Being in a true propriety of
their nature, no more than in their degree of intention or perfection.

4. Neither do I take it, that this Image or Similitude is only meant
of that Zdea of the Humane Nature in the Divine Underftanding , con-
formable to which Man was made; for though this be true, yet it is not
all it fays , nor all that is meant 5 becaufe it would give Man no greater
preference than the very Vegetables that were made the Third Day
which were made according to the Ideal Image thereof in the Divine
Intellect. :

5. Neither do I think it was meant of the Second Perfon in the Trinity.
who was the exprefs Image of the Father, the brightnefs of his Father
and the exprels Image of his Perfon; for although Chrift affumed Hu-
mane Flefh, yet it was many Ages after: and in the Language of the
Scripture and the Ancients, in the Creation Man was made like unto
God, but in the Work of Redemption the Son of God became like unto
Man: Phil. 2.7. Made in the likenef§ of Man,

6. Neither do I think that the Image of God here meant was the
greater World , the Univerfe , which though it be an excellent Image of

" the
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the Divine Excellency, namely, of his Majefty, Power, Wildom, and
‘Goodnefs, ‘and (ets it out far more than any fingle created Nature can
elpecially. if we take the Univerle in its full comprehenfion both of the .
vifible and intellectual World. .: Aad though it be true that Man is a
'kind of Abridgment, a little Abftractof that greater World in his Intel-

" letual Nature, refembling in his Soul the Aundus intelligibilis of created In-
telligénces, and in his Animal Nature bearing an admirable Analogy to the
Mundns afpeétabilis ; and fo in both Natures conjoyned , being the little
Image or Portraiture of the great and univerfal World: for though this
is a Truth , yet it feems it was not the Truth intended.

7. Neither do I think it was intended of that refemblance which in
his Intelle¢tual Part he bore to the good Angels, who of apy particular
created Natures beft refemble Almighty God ; being pure, 1mmaterial,
intelleétual, powerful, immortal , wife ; and benevolent Beings: though

- this be alfo a Truth, that the Soul of Man feems to be the loweft rank
of Angelical Natures, yet it {feems not the Truth that is here intended :
for it is plain that the Image of God here meant, is fpoken with refpect
to the intire Humane Nature, and of the whole Compofitum , as appears
im the reafon after given by God, upon the interdi¢tion of Murder, Gen.
9. 6. which had been an improper reafon if applied to the Soul, which
is immortal , and uncapable of death, )

But the meaning of this Image of God {eems to be this: That as all

- Excellency comes from that moft Excellent Author of all Beings, in
whom all Excellencies are lodged formally, or eflentially, er virtually ; fo
this Excellent Author did thefe things in relation to the Humane Nature :
viz. 1. He gave him a capacitz; greater than any other vifible, fingle,
created Being to reccive the nobleft Excellencies: 2. That he gave him
as great a Capacity as poffibly might be confiftent with fuch a nature to
receive Divine Excellencies: 3. That he filled that Capacity with all .
thole Excellencies that he was thus capable of, faving only that of a
neceflary immutability in the fruition of all thofe Excellencies,

Now thefe Excellencies with which the Humane Nature was filled,
and which made him, as much as was poffible for fich a created Being, to
refemble his Maker were thefe: :

- 1, In the firucture of his Body and Animal Nature, moft fingular

-+ ‘Majefty, Beauty, Strength, and Ulefulnefs. .

.2. In his Soul a whole Conftellation of Divine Excellencies, iz, in
the Nature of it , Immortality and Spirituality ; in the Faculties of it,
a light and clear Intelle&, a free and incoacted Will : in all which he
highly refembled the moft intellectual and freeft Being in the Habits of
it, Knowledge in the Underftanding , enabled by-the nobleft Objec,
God himfelf, and all other Objects of ufe and conveniency to him: in
his Will , re@itude.

3. In his whole Compofitum, perfect fruition of all that futable good to
his nature, wherein he confifted in Happinefs , Immortality, or a poffible.
perfevering in Life without dying, Power and Authority over this in-
ferior World and all things therein , as God’s Vicegerent upon ‘Earth,
in which refpect Governours are faid to.be Gods: a fufficient power
and ftrength as well in the Frame of his Animal Life, as in the faga-
city and advantage of his Underftanding, to exercife that Dominioré
T ' an
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and Sovereigaty ; and laftly, 2 due Order, Subordination, and Regiment
of all his Faculties. :

Of thefe Perfections fome were accidental or adventitious to the Hu-
mane Nature by the Benignity of Almighty God, and concredited there-
unto upon condition of his Obedience to the Command of God. and.
upon the breach of that Condition wers either utterly loft, as the in-
diffolubility of the Union of the Compofiturm by ene Man’s Difobedience
Sin entred into the World, and Death by Sin: Others were abated, as
the Excellency of his Knowledge, Righteoulnefs, the fruition of Hap-
pinefs, the Perfection of his Sovereignty over the Creatures, the Glo-
riou(nels-and Beauty, and much of the Vigour of his Body, the exquifite
‘Order and Subordination of his Faculties 5 but his Effentials, the Im-
mortality of his Soul, the Faculties of Intellection and Will , and the
Natural Beauty and Ulefulnefs of his Body remains, notwithftanding
that terrible Concuffion s whereof fomewhat more hereafter, -

4. We have the Method of this Production of Man s it was not by
or from any meer Natural Caufe, but by the immediate Command of the
Divine Will, Wildom, and Power : it was not from any Semen naturally
accidentally, or intentionally formed, and fo by a gradual maturation and
growth ex ureris terreftribus , ot ds the fatus bwmansus is perfeéed at this
day: For it was not poffible that any fuch Seminal Principle fhould be
formed cafually, or by any meer Natural Caufe, as hath been alread

~ thewn: And although the Divine Power could have perfected all, as

e

well Man as the other Animals, by firft forming fuch a Semen, and
giving it cither a gradual or fpecdy production , as Infects are ar this
day produced; yet 1. It was utterly fuperfluous to have ufed fuch ]
proceflus formativas ex femine , becaule it required no lefs than an Almighty
Rower to have moulded and fafhioned, or acuated fuch a Semen as to
have produced Man by an immediate Supernatural Formation and Pro-
duction: and therefore fince the fame Power was requifite in both, it
13 not at all neceffary nor reafonable to fuppofe fo long a procels as firlt
toforma Semen, and by a Seminal Procefs to have perfected the Humane
Nature, and the Holy Hiftory exprefly imports the contrary. 2. If we
fuppole a Semen prepared by the Divine Power , that Producion that
muft arife thereupon muft either be immediate and {udden, if not abfo-
lutely inftantaneous; or it muft be gradual, and pafs through all thefe
fpaces of Time, gradual Fermation,and acceffion of Growth and Increafe.
as we fee i embryone ¢ fatu muper nato: We cannot fuppofe the former
but we muft fuppofe ic to be “otherwile than natural, and call in the
Divine Power to effect it, as much as in an inftantageous formation,
Jine precedente femine: And we cannot fuppofe the latter,, becaufe it is
exprefly contrary to the defcription of the Humane Producion , for it
was dqne within the compals of the Sixth Day; and the formation and
perfedting of the Humane Nature was immediately finithed after the
Omnipoteat Command and Determination of the Will of God, it was
no fooner faid [ faciamus hominem ; dre.] but it was done. ’ )
. Iris true, in that ordinary Law which Almighty God hath inftituted
in Nature already eftablifhed by him, there are regular, and fucceffive,
and gradual procedures, and it is convenient it fhould be fo: and it jo
true allo, in this thort period of the Six Days Work, within which the
: S v Univerle
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Univerfc was finithed , “Almighty God obferved a certain convenient
Order, making that to precede which was fitteft and moft ufeful to pre-
cede in order to the produéion of things; but as to the fpeed and difpatch
of Productions, the Almighty God uled the Majefty that became the

«Excellency of his Greatnels, ‘and obfequious Matter prefently yielded
to the Power of his Command, Fiat, & faitam eff ; Plal. 33.9. He faid
and it was done , be commanded and it tood fafl,

Therefore although now in fettled Nature, and according to the
ftanding Laws of the Divine Wildom Man is firlt conceived ex femine,
then lodgeth 1o Months in stero muliebri, wherein during that time he
is gradually formed and perfected; and then after his Birth gradually
increafeth, paffeth through the impotency of Infancy, the weakneffes of

" Childhood, and the follies of Youth before he comes to a ripe and full
age, yet it was not fo here; in the fame moment the Body is formed in
its full and perfect nature, and the Animal Soul and Faculties together
with it and the Rational Soul infuled in the fame moment, without any
priority of Time, but only of Order and Nature: So that Man was at
the very fame moment a perfe¢t Organical Body, with all his Nerves,
Veins , Vifeers, Bones , and Parts conformed, a Vital and Senfitive
Nature joyned with it, and a Rational Soul infufed , without fitlt living
the Life of a Plant, then of an Animal, then of 2 Man; the whole

* Scene was performed in one moment , and {o it became both the Greatnefs

of the Divine Majefty and Powers and fo it was neceffary to be in the
firft production of Man, although in the fucceeding procedure of natural
Generations it muft be and was otherwife, becaufe the fupreme Wifdom
and Will judged it fo. S ‘
And although to any Man that will duly confider almoft any thing,
there muft of neceffity be another Rule or Law for the firft producion of
things, than thereis or may be in the ordinary regiment and governing
of Generations when Nature is once eftablifhed ; yet the want of this
Confideration hath bred all thofe vain Errors of thofe Philofophers that
aflerted the Eternity of the World; and of thofe others, who being not
fatisfied with that Hyporhefis, but driven by a kind of neceffity of Reafon
to acknowledge an Origination of Mankind, yet could not deliver them-
felves from' fancying that Humane Productions muft needs be as like
thofe they now know, as they could well frame them: And therefore
according to thefe Men the Earth muft be conceited to be Aater, and
the Sun vice Patris, and the Earth muft have her #zeri and Succus sutri-
#ims , and the Increafe of Mankind muft be by fome fuch gradual procefs
as we fee in natural productions or ffonte nata ; and they cannot eafily
bring their Minds to believe the inftantaneous Erodu&ion of Man by
-the immediate Power of God, becaufe it hath a gradual procefs in ordinary
natural Generations : and yet the fame Men can give themfelves leave to

imagin, Howinem oriri poffe fient blitum; though never Experience of -

former Ages fince the exiftence of Men upon the Earth give us any
Example of it, bating only the Fictions of fome Poets. .

Matmowides , Uib. 2. cap. 277, hath obferved this Miftake, and fingularly
confutes it , by evincing , - That if Men go by this Rule of Judgment the
nature of things in their Original, as they find them in their Conftitution,
being conflituted, they will disbelieve the moft certain Truths. ~ Negue
N . S argh-
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argumentars licet ullo modo & natura rei alicujus poft illius generationem ¢
Sfirmawm [ubfistentiam in perfectione [ua 4d naturam ejus eo tempore quo move-
batur ad gencrationem ; quod i vero his ervas, plurima tibi ovientur dubia ¢
abfurda, ut pro fallis babeas ea que vera funt, ¢ vice verfa pro veris ea que
Sfalfs funt 5 and gives this Example, Suppole a Child of a ready Wi,
whole Mother died fhortly after his Birth, fhould go alone with his
Father into fome uninhabited Ifland, where he was bred up without the
fight of any Beaft or Woman, and there thould inquire of his Father,
Quomodo & qua ratione facti fumus, exiflentijnmque noffram accipimmus 2 cui pater,
Unufqui[que noftrum generatur in veistre cujufdam indrvidui fpeciei noffre, nobis
fimillimt , quod famina vocatur ; in ventre autem exiffentes exiguum admodums
primo corpufiulum babemns , movemns, mutrimur, & panlatim crefeimus , &
viimus donec ad certam quandam magnitudinem venimus ; tam aperitur in-
fereus in wentre porta quedam, ¢ eximus ; nec tamen poftea crefeere definimus,
#fque Awm ad hanc circiter quam vides quantitatem pervemimus: Puer ille
orbus flatim dterum quaret, dum ibi parvi fuimus, ibi viximus ¢ nos movi
mius G Crevimus, an quoque comedimus & bibimus , ac per nares refpiravimus
an excremeita ejecimm,? nﬂmdetur ei qaod non: ipfe ﬁm’ dubio hoc incipiet
negare , & demonflrationes extruere , ex impoffibilibus argmentande ab ente
perfecto, & dicet, quilibet noftrum fi per unicam horams careat refpiratione,
mori cogimur 5 quomode redi poteft aliguem in utero clanfo per tor menfes vivere

" poreft 2 And lo goes on with the young Man , forming very firong Argu-

ments againtt. this moft certain Truth, meerly by the mifapprehenfion
of Inferences from the nature of things in their perfect Exiftence, to the
nature. of things in their Original, - -

It is crue, Men muft be wary and confiderate before they conclude
againft the Frame and Order of things as they appear in Nature , becaufe
otherwile Men may take liberty to conjecure any thing , which is cer-
tainly unbecoming a Philofopher, efpecially who pretends to govern
him{elf by the Phemmena of Nature, and it is that which we have
before condemned.  But on the other fide, to fuppofe that impoffible in
the Origination of things which we find not in things already fetled,
is too hafty and rath a Conclufion; efpecially when we are driven to
confels another kind of Origination of Mankind than now is, and do
not find any {o probable and io free from abfurd Confequences, fo ancient,
{o convincingly delivered ; as that by the Divine Hiftorian Aofes,

And this 1s fo much the rather credible , becaufe it is impoffible to
conceive that Man could have his firft Origination but from an intelli-
gent , molt wife and powerful Efficient, unlefs a Man fhall offer violence
to his own Reafon ;. and cettainly to fuch an Efficient fiich a Production
is not oply poffible ; but futable to be fuppofed, : . .

5. We have here prefcribed and determined the Law and Means of
the natural production of the Individuals of Mankind in their future
produion , according to that Method and Mode which hath in all Ages
ever fince by the courle of Nature been obferved, namely, by Propagation
by mutual Conjunction of their Scxes , though this could not be the
Method of their firft produion. : _ -

And this Prolifick Power of produ&ion of Mankind by. fucceffive
natural generation; was by the Virtue.and Efficacy of the Divine Infti-
tution and Benediction given to Manking ;n iy firlt Creation, and by

. 2 virtue

i . :
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virtue thereof that Power and Faculty is continued in them, and tra-
duced to the fucceeding Individuals to this day; and accordingly, Virtaze
divine ordinationis ¢ inflitutionis urerque [exus appetitum illum procreandi
innatwos habent, membra & vafa huic facultati fubfervientia hucnfque obtinent,
1 diverfitate fexwwm eidews officis necefarid gawdent, quod non vel cafu, vel
§tupida ¢& caca maturs obtinere potmerunt, [ine ordinatione, appropriatione,
inftitutione fimrmi ¢ (apientilfimi numinis, ejufque volitionis ¢ dcterminatio.
nis: And as this Law of future Generations was thus given to Mankind,
and gwafi alligata ro them, {o it is exclufive of any other cither cafual or
natural way of Generation, except it be by Miracle ; and therefore we
muft now fuppole a poffibility of an utter abregation of this natural
Law, if we fhould fuppofe any other kind of natural producion of
Mankind fhould after this firft production of the Humane Nature be
poflible: We may with as fair a Suppofition imagin that a2 Man fhould
be produced by the natural conjunction of Sheep or of Lions, or a Star
be produced ex putri materia terrefiri, as to fuppofe a Man to be produced
accidentally, cafually, or naturally in any other Method than this Divine
Law of Nature fixed in the Humane Nature by the Divine Inftitution
hath determined, unlefs as great a fupernatural Miracle thould happen
by the Divine immediate Power, as did in the Conception of the
Meffias.

6. As fubfervient and neceflary to this Law of future Generation, we
have here the diftin&tion of Sexes, [ HMale and female created he them.)
This diftintion and cenjun&ion of Sexes in order to the propagation
of Mankind , was part of that Law and Order that the Wife God infti-
tuted for this end.

And certainly there needs not any clearer Argument that the produ-
&ion of Mankind was not 2 Work of Chance or blind neceffary Nature,
but a Work of a moft Wife, Intelligent, Powerful Being, that adapted
the difcrimination of Sexes to the propagation of Mankind ; either Sex
without the other being in Nature utterly unprofitable and unufeful to
that end, without which the fucceflion of Mankind muft have been deter-
mined in the firft Individual, _ ‘ o

And it is no lefs evidence of the continual a&ive Providence of that
Great and Wife God , that the fucceffion of both Sexes is continued in
that equal proportion , as that there is no grand difparity in the propa-
gation of Individuals of either Sex.

This diverfity of Sexes was not in the fame Individual, as if _sdum
had been Androgyna, or one double Perfon conjoyned or continued, con-
fifting of both Sexes (till they were after divided and fevered) as Plato
in Sympofio, and many of the ancieat and modern Fews have thought
but the firlt Creation of  adum invirili fexs being perfected , the pro-
duction of Eve ex latere Adami was the very fame Day of his Creation
miraculoully performed by Almighty God ; for the Words [ HMale and
female created bhe them] referr to the whole entirée complement of the
Creation of Man, which was not till the Formation of Eve. There
may be fomething myfterious in this bufine(s of the Manner of Ewves
Formation which may be hard to unriddle.

"It is enough, that God Almighty before the end of the Sixth Daiy

- formed both Sexes of Mankind in order to the common help of each

other,
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other , and the propagation of the future Gencrations of Mankind . i
Hiftory therefore of the Formation of Ewve, though mtznl\clfzrx:!c(:in?n 31]:
fecond Chapter, and after the Benedi&ion of the Seventh Day, muft
neceflurily be referred to the Sixth Day, wherein it is exprefly affirmed
that l:iozh S/::xes 50 dxgulp&hl)erlbrns [\yere then created, [Male and femate
¢reatea e them ;] and fuch tranfpofitions are not u ither i
Holy Hiftory nor in other Hiﬂoriis. nulial, ncieher a the
The firlt Chapter gives the brief and orderly Relation of the whole
Series of Times , and Things done in them ; and the fecond Chapter is
only a fuller and more explicit Declaration of fome things that are bricfly
and compendioufly delivered in the firft Chapter, as appears not onl
by the Relation of the Formation of Eve, but divers other pafluges r!
lating tlo what was tranflié‘ted in the firlt Chapter. 8 '
7. The Formation of Man was the laft Work of the i
laft Work of the laft Day: and the Reafons of this Orcg:e;etéonf ;odl;:
thefe; 1. Becaule in the Method of the Creation of Sublunary Natures
Almighty God proceeded from the lefs to the more perfect and curious
Parts pf the vilible Creation : as firft he made Vegetables , then Filhes
and Blrds? then Brutes, and Man in the laft place, as the moit perfect
and containing nor only the Faculties of Vegetables and Animals, and
that in a more perfect nature, but alfo a {uperadded, intellectual fpi;irual
Soul. So he was the nobleft part of the Creation, at leaft of this lower
World. 2. Becaufe Mankind fhould be furnifhed to his hand with all
things convenient and ufeful to his exiftence and operation, as the Grafs
was provided before the Brutes were created, {o before the Creation of
Maokind Fruits of the Earth were provided for his food and delighe, a
Paradife for his entertainment and employment of his Senfes and Indu-
ftry, Idlenefs being not indulged even in Paradife s and the goodly Fur-
niture of the vifible World both Celeffial and Sublunary . to raife his
Admiration, Contemplation, and Delight. 3. Becaufe God Almighty in-
tended him a liberal Patrimony, which he would furnih and compleat
in allits num'bers before Man was created, and as foon as he had created
him, gave him this inferior World, as his Ulufructuary and Steward
at leaft 5 but yer withall gave him a fubordinate dominion of thae
whereof he made him his Steward : and this great Benefactor preparéd
1t\}lns ,Glft of t_lns inf‘crior Tlenicfzrial World to be ready for his Creature
an’s reception as {oon as he had a Being , and i it hi
with all its Furniture, Gen, 1.28, 29, & k:‘cbccordmgly gave e him
- 8. That Man was by Almighty God in his firft Creation in a ftate of
perfect Felicity and Immortality, but under a condition of Obedience
to the Divine Will, Command, and Law that he had implanted in
his Mind and Confcience certain Principles of Moral Goodnefs and
Righteoulne(s, which are the Original of thofe common Notions of Good
and Evil, as 0 many fecret Byaffes and Inelinations to the obfervance
of the Good and avoidance of the Evil. And as even the inferior Ani-
mals have. implaated in them fecret Inftinéts and Tendences for the

-prefervation and advance of their fenfible, individual » and fpecifical na-

tures; (o thele implanted Notions and Moral Inclinations in the Mind

- of Man, were thercin lodged to guide and lead him ina conformity to

his excellent Conftitution, and for the attainment of an intelledtual
, and
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and eternal Good 5 and thefe, though the vigour and brightnefs of them
were much abated by his Fall, yet were tranfmitted with his nature to
his Defcendents. :

And this is the Original of thofe common Notions which yet remain .
{n the Humane Nature, though refracted and abated by the Fall of Man;
this is that common Light and Law of Nature which to this day in fome
meafure prevails in the generality of Mankind,, to the Acknowledgmerit,
Adoration, and Revereace of a Deity and Moral Rightcoulnels y this
is that Law of Nature mentioned by the Apoftle, kom. 1. written in the
Hearts of Men, wherby they do by Nature the things contained in the
Law: But of this I fhall write fomewhat fuller in the enfuing Cha-

ter. :
P 9. Befides this Moral infcribed Law, God Almighty for the tryal of
Man’s. Obedience , gave him a pofitive Law prohibiting the eating of the
forbidden Fruit, under pain of temporal and eternal Death and Curle,
and Man was left in the hands of his own liberty, to obey or difobey it. -
10. That Man being left to the free liberty of his own Will , though
furnifhed with fufficient abilities to have obeyed Almighty God, yet
by the temptation of Satan, his own fenfual appetite, and ambitious
affe@tation, violated his Maker’s Law, and broke that Condition upon

which much of his Perfeétion and Harpine& was conferred upon himy

and although he retained his Effentials, namely, his Effential Confti-
tution, this Spirituality and Immortality of his Soul , his Faculties of
Underftanding and Will, he thereby incurred thefe unhappy depri-

vations.
1. A lofs of the immortal ftate of his Compofition , being now ob-

noxious to the feparation of Soul and Body.

2. A very great abatement of that temporal Felicity he had in this
Life , and obnoxious to the everlafting {eparation from God, with the
Death of the Soul.

3. An abatement and diminution of thofe Habits of Knowledge and
Reditude of Soul, and a great weakning and decay of the vigour and
a&ivity of connatural implanted Notions or Inclinations. .

4. A great diforder in the due fubordination of his Faculties, and a
great confufion and corruption prevailing upon his noble Faculties, and

weakning , difordering , and abafing them,
5. An impair of that Sovereignty and Dominion over the Creatures,

who rebelled againft Man as foon as he forfook his Maker.

6. Difeales, Diforders, Weakneffes, Sicknefles, Harbingers and Fore-

-runners of Death attaquing his Bodily Conftitution. fo
7. A tranfmiffion of thefc Hereditary Imperfections and Decays to his

Polterity.

And herein and hereby we have an Account of that great Quafitum
among the Learned Heathen, (where yet for want of this Difcovery
by the Holy Scriptures , they could never attain the full knowledge
and reafon ) namely, the Original of Sin and Evil , and thofe many
Corruptions , Defe&ions, and Milferies of Mankind,

And thus much concerning the Divine Hiftory of the Creation ind
Defection of Man, . CcA
- P.
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CAP. 1V.

- The Reafonablenefs of this Hypothefis of the Origination of the Wor[d;

and particularly of the Humane Nature , and
. the great Ad
i hath above al other Hypothefes toucb)ing the ja;g;ze.a aages

Hat the World had a beginnin its Bei i
: g of its Bein
T and confiftence that it now holds, I have {%év?ff:dleif:]&t;lll ltate‘;n(gﬁg

of this Book : Again, if therecould be any imaci i
gvehc;thqt the great Integrals of the Worl}:i wz%énzl:éigﬁub;:c; T;??I;gni
ginning , yet I have thewed, that Mankind, or the fu,cce{ﬁvc Gen?:

rations thereof, ex ante genitss, isin Nature and Reafon mpofTible, sndin’
2

Factand Experience apparently improbable, a
fome common Parents of Mankind,pwho had tggi;l;)eerge{gﬁrtlha;ft ?;y& cnce,
andA td]a}tl mhfomerothe; évay than they are now produced 8 ence
~ Allthat have fuppoled an Origination of Manki ' it
i?{ﬁxtﬁe? é'olr]nzd}m% tlzlx_thg of Ma%ter analogous tcfnitz(,i gﬁ:’ z)”fgxlllti;cfl; &Zﬁc
hath had fuch his Origination (which we alfo admi is
Conltituents at leaft, but hisSoul) and therefore th ot et s
been touching the Efficient , or that Bein | or;{t o e hach
we fhall call 1t) that firlt com, ounded for%n’eor oo Hatover
Parents of Mankind in that e%cntial and indigiaizﬁdﬂzigﬁlizt:(%the -
that {pecification of Humane Nature which we daily now fee nane o
. Every thing that hath a beginning of Being , muft either have it fro
it felf, or from fome other active, efficient, and conftituent Powe or
Nature, antecedent to itintime, oratleaft in Nature, or both "o
. Torfuppofe that the Humane Nature at firft conflituted it felf w
to fuppole it to have a propriety of exiftence to it felf, which w. ca
palpable abfurdity and contradiéion, forthen it fhould be before iterc y
Therefore it is ncceflary, that the firft Origination of Humane Na? re
thould be from lome other beginning or caufe antecedent to it, beﬁg;:

“the Matter out of which it was conftituted.

. And whatfoever the Being or Caufe originati
itmuft bein nagu‘tc of an Eﬂi%icnt, namel%l s ?;:ggtll;ilgén :E:tlfl?éu;?m?
put together the conftituent parts thereof, and formed it intoth teo
ﬁﬁffscc and ex;)ﬁence whereby he became Man. : Fatcon:
e cannot by any means fuppofe any fu i i i
thatdid fbire r};tioiZL’m eﬁcimtgf , but chcgfli};me?;e?;ugf lie"}]\gr;u(:]r s
cafual conflux of Particles of Matter that cafually compo;mded’ c;rtam
humane nature, and o though theimmediate Sewen, thuscouﬁituté‘d tt;tﬂm
obtain the Name or Notion of the immediate Efficient , yet thé t it
Efficient of that Semen (if we may be allowed tocall it by th’atyname) \I;'l;;
Chance or Fortune. 2. An implanted blind determinate fomething .
which we call Nature,, which bya fatal and neceffary connexion of fugci
and irrational Caufes and Effeés produced the firft Parents of Mankincrl
b

asthe like Nature by the like neceflity produceth yearly Worms and Flies

and other Infeéts that have not their exifte i
: ' nceby univocal Sced : Both th
twb Suppofitions have been before cxamined and rejected | as impare:t bffz

negotio,
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segotio, 3. The illaple of fome pre-exiftent or animating formative
Principle, which we may well call the Soulor Anima, thatasin the
Generation of Mankind by ordinary procreation we fee the formative
power is fome refined a&ive Spirit or Soul iz femine delitefeens, thap
fathions the Matter, and a&uates it with vital fenlible Faculties and Ope-
rations; fo the illapfe of fome fuch active fubftance or powerful Being ;
illapfing into Mattcr and united to it, might form it into that conftitution
which it enjoyed. 4. and Laftly, Or fome fuperior, powerful, wife,and
intelleétual Being, that did form, fafhion , a&uate, and confitute the
firft Parents of Mankind. _

The ‘two former being as before laid afide, I fhall ufe a few words
touching the third Suppofition , ‘of which little hath been before faid
and fo pafsto the fourth and laft and true Suppofition of the Firlt Efficient
of Humane Nature. S B :

3. Therefore touching the third Suppofition, concerning the pro<
duction of Mankind by virtue of fuch Illapfe of Forms, we may (uppofe
it to be intended one of thefe two ways: 1. Either that with Origen we
fhould imagin a Hundus animarnm thar had real and individual Subfi-
ftences: Or 2. that there were fome common Element of animate Exi-
ftence, notdivided into individual Exiftences, butone common rational
and vital Nature, whole Particles illapling into Matter might produce
fuch firft Exiftences of Mankind , and fo thoughin their union to Matter
they do fubire rationem forme , yet they do likewile fubire rationem efficicntis,
as to the formation of Mankind, as the vital Principle in the Egg be-
comes not only the form of the Chick, butalfo in the firft formation
thereof is the difpoler of its Organs and exercife of its Faculties, and fo
doth fubire rationems efficientis immediati in the formation of the Fatus,

* Asto both thefe in general, Ifay, 1. That they are precarious Sup-
pofitions, without any juft reafon to evidence, either that there were
fuch pre-exifting individual Souls, or a common realonable Spirit. Again,
2. The Suppofition that thefe fhould be the immediate Efficients of the
Humane Nature, is likewife precarious and incvident. 3. Even they
that fuppofe either fuch an individual or common pre-exiiting Nature
muft be forced to fuppofe them eternal independent Beings, and this will
have as many difficultics in it as the Ecernity of Mankind; or elfe if they
be fuppofed created Beings, yet ftill there will be a neceffary recourfe unto
aninfinitc uncreated eternal Being that muft create them. = And 4. con-
fequently the Framers of thefe Suppofitions do with much more difficuley

and laborioufnes form intermediate Principles of the Origination of

Mankind, which with lefs difficulty and greater congruity may be refolved,
into the immediate Efficiency of Almighty God, according to the Divine
Hiftory. 5. Andbefidesallthis, if Men will needs fuppole a Formation
of Man by the illapfing of Souls into prepared Matter, becaufe they fee
thisis the Method of Formation in the ordinary courfe of Generation now,
they: muft allo fuppofe the progrels of the Formation and Maturation of
the Humane Nature: This way muft be gradual and fucceffive , which
will be attended with all thofe difficulties which are before obferved in
the Suppofition of cafual or natural prodution of Man in his firft Origi-
nation. But in particular to thole feveral Suppofitions, and Firlt,
souching the firft of thefc: The Opinion of the pre-exiftence of Soulsf{
0
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of Men, and their defcent into Bodies, though it hath been countenanced
by Plato and fome that follow him, hath chiefly as it feems been enter-
wained by fome of the Fews, and fome few Chriffians , both recognizing
the true God, the Immortality of the Soul, and future Refurrections
For the ancient Jewith Opinion vide wifdom 8. 19, 20, [ For 7 was 4 witty
Child ; and had a geod [pirit, rather being good 1 came into 4 Body undefiled,)
Among Chriftians, Origen much aflerted this Opinion. But whatever
may be faid touching the truth or falthood of the Opinion it flf; it can
no way {upport the primitive Origination of Mankind by the illapfing of
- fuch Souls into elementary Matter. : ‘ e
Firft, It exceeds the power and a&ivity of fuch imagined, pre-exiltent
Souls, to form and animate Matter into the confiftence of 2 Man without

the intervention either of the immediate power of God, or at leaft with.

out that inftituted Method fixed by God in the Geneération of Mankind
ex [emine, : iy >

And that it doth {o exceed the a@ivity of Souls thus to do, appears in
this, that although there is according to that Suppofition of a Ausdus
animaram a {ufficient ftock of exifting Souls, and if there were not, yet
thofe that once informed humane Bodies furvived after the diffolutio comn
pofiti; and yer we never heard fince the firlt formation of Man that any
fuch new formation hath been made, nor any illapfe of any fuch Soul
into any other Fatus, but what hathbeen formed according to the efta-
blifhed Law of the fucceflive production of Mankind ex mixtione r[cmim‘;
wtrinfyue fexns. Nay'the more confiderate Pythagoreans, and thole Fows
that held the Tran{migration of Souls, never fuppoled any tranfmigra-
tion into any fpontaneous production of Man or Animal, but only into
fuch as proceeded ex wmivoca gemeratione ; and what hath never been
done, yea never fuppofed to have beendone, we have no reafon to fup-
pofe poffible tobedone by any natural and finite Efficient , for fuch thefe
Souls muft be whether they pre-exifted or not. S

And cherefore though in the Refurretion the feparated Soul is fuppofcd
to reaflume his own Body again, yetthis feems not to be by any natural
power refiding in the Soul to form the Body and reunite ‘it fIf to it s
but muft be artributed to that Almighty Power of the Glorious God , and
tothe working of His Mighty Power, whereby he is able to fubdue all
things to himlelf; and by the very felf-lame excefs of power, whereby |
he firft created Man upon the Earth, fhall heform, raife, and reunite
the Humane Nature in the Refurrection, vid, 1 Cor. 15. 1 The[]. 4. Mar. 1 3
Mat. 24, Chrift the Son of God raifed himfelf; but in the Refurre@ion
the Dead fhall be railed by the Power and Command of the Glorious God.

Secondly, Itisnot fuppofed by thofe, that theSouls of perfe@ Brutes
had any exiftence antecedent to their firlt production s for their Souls
are not of a felf-fubfifting nature, they cannot exift out of them, but
begin withthem, and dye with them; {o thefe in their firft produ&ion
could not arife by any fuch illapfus animarum into elementary Matter, but
we muft attribute their primitive Formation or Creation to the Command
of the Divine Will ; and fo if we give them any Origination, we fhall
upon this Suppofition give them a nobler Origination, and by amere
immediate interpofition of the Divine Power and Will, than to that of
Man, whicn feems unr eafonable, :
o Tt As
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As to the Second, It is true the Plaroniffs: attributed an Univerlal Soul
to the Univexfe , the Animamuodi ; which though they fometimes fuppole
it a created Intelligent Nature,: yet in other places we fhall find them
setributing fo great power and energy to'it, that it {eems they made it
to be no other than God himfelf. . But when they held their Suppofition
of an Awims mundi as a created - Exiltence fubordinate to Almighty God ,

" although they attribute many of - the great Appearancesof Nature ; both

in their production and government to this Univerfal Spirit, yet they
dare not affert unto it the Efficiency of the firft Original of Humane
Nature by it and if they fhould, yet this their Suppolition would have
this flaw in it, that they take greater pains ; and run the hazard of more
difficulties , by fuppofing the Origination of Man from this Anéma muxds,
than if ‘they fhould with us fuppofe the immediate Origination by the
Divine: Power; neither do they gain any thing by it. Butthis I may
poffibly refume again hereafter. . - Lo

- But the Suppofition whereof we took notice before is this, That there

is a threefold created Univerfal Nature, viz. a Natura mentalss , common

to Men and Angelsy a Natwra fenfitive, common to Animals; and a
Natura jgnes, whichis the common Principle of Vegetation. e
And therefore as the communis natura ignea is dilperfed through the
Univerfe, and by participation thereof to particles of Matter gives an
exiftence to the Vegetables of feveral natures, fothe communication of
the communis natwraifenfitiva might ae firft give an eriginal to perfect
Senfitives , as perchance it now doth to infeéa (ponte nafientia; fo the
participation of the Natwra mentalis to fome portions of eclementary
Matter may alfo give the origination of the firft Men and Women in the
World. - - - ‘ o R
- Twothings I fhould fay to this : EH
~ Firft, Althoughitbetrue, thatthe abftra&ion of the Underftanding ,
ranging the Souls of living things under thefe Diftinctions and generical
Notions, hathgiven us the Notion of one common Mentalis natwra , and
one common Sexfitiva natwra , and one commen Igrea natura; yet it will
be hard to prove, that there are any fuch real common Natures really
exifting , but in the Individuals thereof. © We have the common Notion
of Natura amimalis, and yet never any Man could make out, that there
wasany Animalis natwra but what exifted in the Individuals, or that here
ever was or can be really exifting any Animal with it, not determined
in fome more contra®ed exiftence thanan Animal. ’
- Secondly, I muft needs confefs there is a fair probability of Reafon
offered by many Learned Men of this triplicity of exifting common Na-
tures , and it carries a great analogy with many ether Phensmena in
Nature , and therefore I dare ot generally deny it, though the explication
of the manner of their Exiftences, their particular Natures and Ulfes , be
difficult: Butif itbeadmitted (as poffibly it may be) that there is fome
common Element of Mental Nature, another common Element of Sen-
fitive Nature , and another common Element of Jgnea Natwra, and that
the feveral Ranks of Beings, Rational, Senfitive and Vegetable, parti-
cifate of ‘thefe refpetive Natures, as their common' Store or Element
from whence they are derived, and therefore for inftance the Rational

Soul in Man were a participation of that common Element or Stock of
O - the
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the Mentalis natwra ; yer ftill we muft go higher for the Origination of -

Mankind , for this would be noother thanas it were the aateria prima or
communis of theSoulsof Men, . _ : o ,

1. Either this Natura mentalis is indivifible , and commppicated in-
tircly without any diftribution of feveral divided partsof it to all Men,
as the common Heat of the Sun is communicated to a thoufand Men toge-
ther , and then all Men will have one common Soul , and there will be
no individuation nor principle of individuation between Mankind , for
the fame univerfal indivifible Soul reafons and wills in every Man, which
would be unintelligible and abfurd. S ,

2. Or to uphold Individuation in the Perfons and Souls of Men, this com-

_mon Natura mentalis muft be either truly feveral divided Souls,with Origen’s

Mundus animarsm ; or elle, though this common Nature be actually one at
firft, yet it is divifible, and potentially many: and fo the feveral Souls of
{everal Men muft be fo many f{everal Particles or Ramenta of thisUniverfalis

- matwra; and either this portion thereof muft be by the (uperior Activity of

Almighty God, or elfe it muft havea kind of natural divifion of i¢ [clf,
according to the divifion of Matter qualified and organized to receive it
If the former, (il there is dignus vindice nodis ; for God Almighty muft
be called in to diftribute and participate the portions of rhis Mental

" Nature: if the latter , then what fhall become of the Individuation of

the Soul after Deathe It will return back, and be drowned as it were

- in the Natura mentalis,or be annihilated 5 and if it keeps its Individuation,

it muft be by the Power and Interpofition of Almighty God. .. -~ |
"3, But be it what it will, fuppofe it be the comman Matter as it were of

“fhe Souls of Men, and therefore now in the ordinary courle of Propagation,
by a kind of fetled Law in Nature may communicate it felf or any portion

of it felf, to the natural productions of Mankind 5 yet wheredo we find,
that either it ever did, or can of its felf form a Body out of Elementary

. Nature, and unite it (elf unto itz Or how could that be done without the

ordinary method of Generation, 'to difpofe and organize the Recipicnt or
organized Body, or the interpofition of a fuperior Intelligent Nature, that
muft form and uniteit; andif iteverdid; or could do the fame by its own
immediate A&ivity, why do we not fec:the fame thing done daily withoue
the courfe of -ordinary Generation ex Semine , {ince'this commune Elementum
mentale ftill is fuppoled tocxift, and of the fame efficacy as ever it was¢

.2 4. Teis obfervable,, thatin all thefe kinds of Suppofitions either of one
{ Mundus animarum individualism with Origen, or of a common Elementum
‘menitale , whether divifibleor indivifible, nothing <an be done without
taking in the Power of a1 Omnipotent God , either in the firft Creation of
thefe Souls or: Elements,o¢ in the diréction,ordering apd governing of their
‘illapfes into Matter,or of thé preparing andorganizing of Matrer in the firft

‘Otigination of Men,or in the [eparating orindividuating of thefe Elements,

“or in the uniting of them:to Matter,, or.in giving the Law, and Rulc, and
‘Inftitution of ‘their future Regiment; or irideed in all of thefe:: And fo Men

,,,,,

“have needlefly, and without lufficient evidence multiplied Entsa, and yet
fuch as are not effectual tothé folution of the Phesomiena , nifi Dews prerfit ;
‘and all this plainly ckpedited with the:fame eafe ,. and ilefs. perplexity and
-multiplicity, by the immediatc Command: of the Divinc/Will and Rower
‘in‘the firft production of "Things, actbrdingro théiplain, explicable, and

Tt 2 intel-
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intelligible Syftem given us by God by the hand of (Mofes, namely, an
immediate Formation of Man, an immediate Creation of an Immorral
Intelle¢tual Scul, and ag immediate Union of both Parts of the Com-
ofitums by Almighty God. ‘ ~ )
’fs.' Ind);cd if ;gt bi:, fuppofed that one common Mental Nature may be
fpecifically appropriate to the Humane Nature, (not taking in the An-
gelical ) the diﬂgculty of the fpecification of Humane Nature by that
common Mental Principle may be removed , becaufe the Humane Na-
ture is but one Species ; yet the Suppofition of one common Senfitive or
Vegetable Nature , as the common Conftituent of Animals and Vegeta-
bles, leaves us under this perplexity and difficulty, namely, How from
that common Senfitive Nature there arifeth diverfity of Species of Ani-
mals and Vegetabless or fince the Principles are but of one kind, how
comes the Species to be feveral : And on the other fide, if the variety
of Species arile from the different modification or qualification of the
Matter , How comes it to pafs that there is any fixednefs and determi-
nation of the Species of Animals or Vegetables, or that they are con-
tained and conferved in the fathe Species ; fince the modifications and
qualifications of Matter are various, and irregular, and infinite, neither
30 they keep in one fixed modification or qualification, but the fame is
hourly changed. It remains therefore, that although we fhould admic

fuch a Natara fenfitiva ox ignea, either in {ome common Mafles, or inter-

fperfed and diffufed through the whole Mafs of Elementary mixed
Matter , we muft be fain to fuppofe fomething elfe that muft determin
thefe common and Homogeneal Principles inte determinate Species; or

at leaft, that there are as many Senfitive Natures fpecifically diftinét .

as there are Species of Animals in the World. = Thefe Suppofitions there-
fore are not fufficient to explicate the firft preductions of perfect Ani-
mals, at leaft without multiplication .of inevident and unexplicable
Suppofitions. o T .
' gpol therefore come to that true, and plain, and neceflary Conc]uﬁon,
That the firlt production of Mankind , yea and of perfect Animals, was
wrought immediately by the Efficacy of an Intelligent, Wile, and
Powerful Being, diftinét from the things produced: and this is the
great Truth that in all chis Difcourfe 1'aimed at, and am now arri-
ved at. - : o : o
And I fhall not nced go any farther for the evidence of this Trath,
than the Contemplation 'of the Thing it felf, (Man,) in which we fhall
find fo many clear Evidences of an Intelligent Efficient, that we need
no other,-and the common Inftances will evidence the Reafonablenels
of fuch a Confequegce. If I thould behold a Houfe with fe_vergl Rooms
and Stories, excellently contrived with all Offices and Conveniences for
“Ufe, Doors, Windows, Chimneys, Stairs, and every th_mg placed and
digefted with Order, Ulefulnefs, and Beauty, a little Logick will induce
me to conclude that it was the Work of an intelligent and skilful Archi-
tect, though I did not fee him building or finifhingit. If I fhould fee a cu-
rious Watch, curioufly wrought,graved, and ¢nameled, and thould obferve
the exact difpofition of the Spring, the String, the Wheels, the Ballance,
the Index, and-by an excellent, orderly, regular Motion defcribed, dif-
covering the Hour ‘of the Day, Day of theiMonth, and divers other

regular

Cap. 4. Mankind and the Um'verjé

325

regular and curious Motions : Or if I fhould fee fuch a goodly Machiné
as fome alcribe to  Axchimedes, whereby in diftin@ Spheres or Orbs the
fituation of the Elementary and Celeftial World were reprefented, and
all thefe put inte their feveral Motions, confonant to that we fee in the,
Heavenly Bodies, by the means of Springs or Weights artificially placed,
I fhould moft reafonably conclide, that thefe were neither Cafual nor
fimply Natural Productiens, but they were the Work of fome intelligent
curious Artift, that by delign , intention and appropriation wrought and
put in order and motion thefe curious Awomara,

And certainly, if 1 or any Man of Reafon fhould in this moment be-
hold a parcel of red Clay, and in a moment fhould fee chat arife into
the Figure of a Man, full of Beauty and Symmetry , endued with all
thofe Parts and Faculties which I fee in my felf, and poflibly far moré
glorious , cxquifite, and beautiful; and I fhould obferve him prefently -
after this Formation ufe all the Operations of Life, Senfe and Reafon,
and this kind of produéion never feen before: Thar common Reafon
which fhould tutor me to think that that Watch, that Machina before

mentioned was the Work of an Intelligent Nature , would much more

enforce me to believe that this admirable and ftupendious produétion of
fuch a Nature unexampled before, would enforce me to believe and

- confefs that this were the immediate Work not only of an Intelligeric

Being, but of a moft Wile and Powetful Being, that could thus in a
n!llgment frame, animate, and endow 'fuch an’ excellent Creasure as
this, B

And yet certainly the firft created Parentsof Mankind were conftiture

-in a Nature fpecifically conformable unto that Nature which Mankind

now hath, and as we have no reafon to belicve they were any way
inferior to the prefent Perfection of Humane Nature, fo we have very
great reafon to fuppofe them conftituted in a greater degree of Beauty
and Perfection than the moft perfe@ Man that hath been ever fince their
Formation, (except the incarnate Son of God.) :
Although I do not intend in this place to take a large Survey of the
Perfetion of the Humane Nature, becaufe it is in part done already,
and I fhall referve it, God willing, for its proper place and feafon ; yet
becaufc my Scope here is to evince, that the Suppofition of the firft

[production of Mankind is an unqueftionable Evidence of the Exiftence

of a moft Wife and Intelligent Being ; and that the firength of that
Evidence refts in the due Contemplation of the Excellence of the Hu-
mane Nature and Faculties, and thofe other Appendices thereunto; and
that it is not poffible to conceive any other but an Intelligent Efficient
(working by Choice, Wifdom , and Appropriation) fhould be the firft
Producent, Former, and Conftituent of fuch a Nature, I thall take a
fhort Survey of the Humane Nature, Perfections, and Appendices, which
may give any Man a handle to improve it farther to. the fame ends
leaving the fuller Difcourfe of the Humane Nature as-a Referve ; alfo
whereupon a fuller Improvement may be made of this Confideration and
Conclufion, - . ' R Al oo
And upon the diligent Obfervation of this Argumerc it will ‘evi-

dently appear, That the modelling, framing ; compounding , ordering,
~and endowing the firft Prototype and firft Copy of the Humane Nature

was
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was neither an Aé or Event of Chance;, or-of a Surd, Inanimate , Unin-
rclligent Nature, but was a Contrivance and Work of Defign, Skill, and
.~ Iatention,a Tranfcript of that Zdes which refided in an intelligent Being, 3 -
 Work of a wife and powerful Being ; yea fuch a Work as could never
have been made by any lefs than the molt intelligent, wile, and powerful
Being, exceeding the more fingle Wildom and Activity of any created
Intelligence at leaft, unlefs adting in and by the Commiflion, Vircue, and
Strength of the Almighty God. - U
Now thefe Excellencies in Man that demonftrate an Intelligent Effi- -
cient are of two kinds, 1. Such as immediately concern his nature:
2. Such asare diftiné& from it , but relating to it. B ST
1. Therefore concerning thofe Excellencies that concern immediately
his Nature; and thefe difcover themfelves and the Wildom of their
Efficient. And thefe Excellencies are confidered either fimply in them-
felves; or 2. Compefité, and with the feveral Subferviences and Accom-
modations to their Ends and Ulfes. : o R
As to the firt Confideration, there are many Excellencies in the
Humane' Nature which- manifeft a far more eminent Excellency in his
firft Efficient. . . AR o S
The Symmetry, Beauty, Majefty, and admirable Compofure of his
Body, towhich there can be nothing added , nor detracted ; without a
blemith to it. S R , Sl
_The admirable Faculties of His Soul, thofe that concern him in his
loweft rank of Life , the Faculty by which he is nourifhed ; thole that
concern him in’his middle rank of Life; Soul and Senfation, Memory
and Appetite; thofe that concern him in his fupreme rank of Life, In:
telleG and Will; thofe that concern-him in his whole Compefituns , the
Generative Faculty. ‘. T A
~The admirable Union of his Soul to his Body, whereby he becomes
one Intelleétual ‘Being , though confifting of : Principles of  differing
natures. R IR R
. Thefe and fuch as thefe would be largely profecuted , . for they do
evidence an intelle@ual, moft wife Efficient, that could thus ere&, and
thus endow fuch a Fabrick.  But that ‘which I meft reckon upan, is
that admirable Accommodation that is found in the nature of Man,
which doth moft undeniably demonftrate an intellectual and wife ‘Effi-
cient, working by Intention and Defign : for inftance ,. It is indeed a
very great evidence of an Artift that can make the Wheel of a Watch,
or:the Spring, or the Ballance, but the deftination of the Spring to
the String, and the String to the Fulée, and the accommodation of
every Wheel, and their pofition and. fabrick one to another, and the
* Ballance to correét and check the excefs of the Motion, and the Index
to the Table, and to fit the Table with Divifions fuitable to the Hours,
and to put all into fuch a regular Motion as demonftrates the Hour of
the Day: This adaptation of things of various and feveral Natures and
Structures one to another, and all to fome common End or Defign, is
fo great an evidence of an IntelleGtual Being that works by Iatention,
-by Election , by Defign and Appropriation; that nothing can be oppofed
againft it: And therefore I rather choofe to prolecute this compound

Conlfideration of the Humang Nature -the adaptation and appr’oprjario:}
, o o < o
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of things therein one to another, and to common Ule; which s
evident Argument of fuch an Efficient as I have before de??r;ls)é? 'ti?nmt(l)ﬁ
ﬁrﬁ'Fabnca}:ion ({)f Humane Nature,” b s
- It were the bufinefs of a Volume to pur. arti s
kind ; T fhall only inftance in fome. b fue allk the pieticulars of chi
1. The admirable accommodation of the feverl Parts of ‘the Hu-
mane Body to make up one Contimumm, yet confifting of divers Parts
S_i;ftm& in their individuals and kinds, the mortifing of the Bones one
into another,’ the binding them together by Nerves and Mufcles and
Tendons, the Veins and Arteries for the carrying of the Blood diffufed
by feveral Ramifications from their Roots to the uitermoft extreémities
of the Body, their differing Coats , _maffomofes and means of Commu-
nication for the Circulation of the Blood , the diftributions and ramifi-
cations of the Nervess indeed the whole Frame of the Humane Body
is an Engin of moft admirable contrivance and muttal accommodation
of Parts, which is fo much the more admirable, becaufe many of the
Parts are diftin@ not only in the Roots and Numbers, but in their
gfattllllgn and lConﬁxtutic(Jin 5. yet n:iakde up one moft beautiful Continunm,
utual accommodation: and admi ignati
1o motal ae on’ mn;al?le contignation of 'th'ﬁ‘i feveral
.2. The admirable accommodation of  Faculties to the convenicnc
and ufe of Humane Nature, for Inffance, the Digeftive Faccl?llt];e'tgm;i
ferve Life , the Generative Faculty to preferve the Species 3 his Facuﬁies

~ of Senfe are accommodated to a Senfible Being, for as much as he is
. ‘g t
- converle in a Corporeal World, and with Corpc,n'eal Beings, thére is ng

one quality of Corporeal Nature that he hath occafion toufe or co
with, - but he hath a Facultly by one of his five Seafes to rcceivnevzgrs
difcern.  Again, in his Intelie&tive Faculty it admirably ferves him for
the Ends and Ules of his Being; he was appointed to govern, direct
and rule other Animals, ‘and therefore he hath the advantage of a fupe:
rior Faculty above them; whereby he is able to exercife that Direction
and Government : He was miade to be the Spe&aror of the great Work
of God, to confider and obferve them , to glorifie ‘and ferve that God
that made them; and he is accordingly furnithed with an Intelle@ive
Faculty anfwerable to his condition, - - S

3. The admirable accommodation of Faculties with fubminiftring
Faculties, and Organs fubfervient, appropriate, arid convenient for their
exercife: For Inftance, Local Motion is neceffary to Mankind, and ac-
cordingly he is furnifhed with Animal Spirit, Nerves, Mufcles, Tendons
and Limbs admirably contrived, and deftined, and fitted to Local Motion:
The Intelle@tive Faculty is furnithed with the organical Fabrick of the
Brain, and the fubordinate Power of Senfe, Phantafie and Memory, to
affift it in its exercife while it is in the Body : Facalzati generative & pro-
lificx fubminisirans facnltas feminificationis ,” ac organa cidem defervientis,
appetitus patnralis, voluptas quedam alliciens organa generationi dicara, ¢
‘dljlmc’f_za fexnnm ; fine qua juxta legem in natura poff primam huwmane nature
Jormationem infitam, hujujmods (peciei propagatio fieri nequivit. The Dige:
ftive Faculty, furnithing the Blood, the Blood increafing the Body, and
fupplying the Treafuries of the Spirits , the Spirits again fupplying and
maintaining the Offices of the Faculties. So that not only the Blood,

but

i

i
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- 1 fhall not give farther Inftances therein.

but the whole Corporeal and Animal Nature is in continued motion
and mutual {ubferviency. : -

~

I might be endlefs in this Contemplation , but becaufe it is evident

 to any Man that confiders, and 1 defign a larger difcuffion of this Bulinefs

when I come to confider the Parts and Faculties of the Humane Nature,
-And the Ulfe that I make of. it is this, That although it might be
fuppolfed poflible, that either Chance or Nature might in fome {imple
narrow things produce very curious Appearances, as the Configurations
of Afferites, o Cryﬁ#s, of Salts in their {everal thapes; yet when in
fuch a complicated Nature as Man is, confifting of (o many various
Parts , various in their pofition, nature, and ufe, there fhall be found
fuch an exaét adaptation of every thing one to another, as to ferve the
whole and every part; thigin the primordial Conftitution and Formation
muft needs be the Work of a moft wile, intelligent, powerful Being , that
operates fecundim intentionem , appropriationem , ¢ intelligentiam. :

2. Let us come then to thofe Appendices and relative Refpes of other
things to the Humane Nature, we fhall eafily find in it chis Confideration
alfo, the Footfteps and Evidences of an Intelligent Nature in the Con-
ftitution of him, by that admirable accommodation of things without
him of different nature from him, to his ufe and convenience. .

- In the Operations or Works of Intelligent Agents we may eafily fee,
that according to the degree or perfection of fuch Intelligence there is
variety in their Work or Production: An Intelligent Agent that is but
of a_narrow Intelligence, as his Profpe is commonly fhort and weak, -
fo his Work feldom attains more than a narrew and fingle End. But if
the Agent be of a large and comprehenfive. Intelligence and Wildom,
his ends are great, and moft times various and complicated, and the fame
Operation or Work may have many and divers Ends and Ulfes, -

Almighty God therefore being of infinite Wifdom and Power, fore-
fees and effects great and various Ends in one and the fame Work or
Operation: Take for Inftance that goodly Creature the Sun, What a
complication of excellent Ends and Ulfes there are in that glorious Body ¢
It is the Fountain , communicating Light to the Earth, the Air, and all
the Planctary Bodies; it is that which derives Heat, and is the great
Inftrument of deriving Fruitfulne(s and Fertility to the inferior World s
it diftinguifheth Times and Seafons by its Motion ; it raifeth, and di-
gefteth, and diftributeth the Watry Meteors for the benefit of this infe-
rior World, and infinite more advantages of this kind. And therefore
it is the narrownefs of our Underftanding , that when we fee one excel-
lent End or Ulfefulnefs in any thing, to conclude, that God Almighty
intended no other. . : =

And therefore it is too hafty and vain a Conclufion, to think that
the glorious Bodies of the Celeftial Hoft were made meerly for the fervice
of Man; and it is alfo folly and prefumption to conclude, that even the
things of this inferior World, though principally defigned for the ufe
of Man, weremeerlyand only deftined for the fervice of Man: Almighty
God hath the Glory of his own Greatnefs, and the Communication of
his own Goodnefs, as the great End of all his Works: Yea and we have
reafon to think, that even in thef¢ inferior Beings of this lower chlarld
to which
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which are delivered over to the ule and fervice of Men, God Almighty
had other Ends that poflibly we know not, nay poffibly in the Effeétion
of the leaft minute Animal Almighty God intended a Communication

of fo much of his Goodnels and Beneficence to it, as might give it a,
le to the capacity of its Exiftence, '

kind of complacency and fruition fuitab
though fubordinate to other Ends, .
- And yet not only in thefe inferior Bxiftences of this lower World, but
even in the Fabrick, Order, and Occonomy of the fuperior World therc
is to be found an admirable accommodation of them one to another,
and ¢3 this Steward and Tenant of Almighty God of this inferior World,
called Mani , , :

1. If we look upon the Celeftial World, we have an admirable ac-
commodation thereof to the convenicace of Mankind; it prefents to
his View, and thereby to his Underftanding , the moft noble pectacle of
the Celeftial Bodies, their Order, Beauty, Conftancy, Motion , Lighe,
conduéting to the knowledge and acknowledgment of the Power, Wif-
dom and Goodnefs of God: it gives him an account of the progrefs,

-and parts, and fucceffion of Time; thefe are advantages that no Irrational

Nature can make ufe of. o R

- But the Influence of the Heavens are a comon Benefit to Man and
all Sublunary Natures ; but -yet the inferior World feems in a great
meafure directed for the bencfit of Mankind; (ome in common to him
and the Brutes, as the Air for Refpiration, the Fire for Warmth, the
Water for Drink, the Earthfor Fruit and Habitation, .. - . .

- But in this lower V\g)r;ld there feems many things directed to the fpecial
ufe of Mankind, for befides Domeftick Animals efpecially -allowed for

- his Food, there are fome that ferve for his Employment , Motion , Exer-

cife, and Food, as the Tillage and Planting of the Earth for his Food 5
fome for his Medicine, “as Herbs, and-Gums, and Minerals; {ome for his
Clothing , as the Furrs, Wool, and Skins of Beafts ; fome for his Habi-
tation , as the Timber and Stone; fome for his Fewel , as Wood, Coals,
and Turfy {fome for his Defence and- Manufa&ure, as Iron and Steely
fome for Commerce, as the Metals, of Silver,-Gald, Copper , the very
Situation ‘of the Seas, the Magnes ; fome for his Qrpament , as Silk and
Jewels 5 fome for his Joyrney and.Labour,.as Horles, Oxen, Camels;
fome for his Neceflity, fome for his Delight : Infinite more Inftances
may be given, i whereby it will evidently appear tha thislower World is
accommodated tq the ufe and convenience of Mankind in a fpecial and
remarkable manner ; w hereby;it may be evident to any confiderate Man,
that the Foremation of the Warld and of: Mankind was by the fame wife
and provident Power ; and that as the Humane Nature is accommodated
toitlelf, fothis World is accommodated to the exigence and convénience
of the Humape Nature, - =o:0,0 000 ta oo S

When I have confidered the admirablg Congruity of all the Parts of
Chriftian Religion , and how it correfponds, and is adapted to the con-
venicnee and condition of the Humane Nature, and how thofe antece-
dent Prophefies, Promifcs, and Directions of Religion in the O!d Tefta-
ment , bear an admirable congruity to the Model of Religion in the
New Teftament , notwith(tanding tise vaft diftances between the mani-

~ feftations of them, and how all the Scheme of Divine Difpenfations
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from the beginning of the World bear agadmirable accommodation each
to other , and to the Evangelical Doétrin 5 it gives us a ftrong Moral
Evidence that the fame one God was the Author of this Religion, thac

although there feem a diverfity and variety in the Adminiftrations, yet
‘when [ look upon them together,’ compare the congruity of what goes

before to what follows, it feems one moft beautiful Piece, fitted and
accommodated in every part to the others and hereby I fatisfic my felf
that it is the true Religion, that it isall of one piece, and onc common
Author of it, namely, the God of Truth. L.
And fo when 1 confider the Humane Nature , and the admirable ac-
commodation that one part thereof hath to the other, and alfo look
upon the Mundus apectabilis, efpecially this lower World, wherewith we
are by realon of its vicinity beft acquainted ,-and oblerve how admirably
the fame is accommodated to the Animal Life ‘'of Man: And although’
the Parts thereof are diftinét, various, diftant, yet there are drawn from
it Lines of Accommodations and Communication to the Ufe of the Hu-

mane Natute, {o exactly and appofitly, that I cannot choofe but acknow-

ledge one ‘common ‘Author both of the greater and lefler World, and

fuch an Author, as made and difpoled all things by the higheft Wifdom -
and the wileft Choice. * If there had been divers Authors of ‘the greater -

and leffer World, there could never have been an accommeodation of

things {0 difparate one to another, unlefs both had acted in fubordination

to one common third Being, or by.one common.Counfel, : -

_Again, it was not poffible that Cafualty o¥ Chance could have accom:
modated things of various kinds one to another: If Chance could make
a Beam of 2 Houfe, and could Have madé Tenents at either end, yet it
is not poflible to conceive that Chance could -caft it to be juft of a ft
length to anfwer the congruity of its contignation to another piece of
Timber , or fit the Mortiles of other pieces of Timber to. thefe Tenents,
or fit the particles and feantlets to an{wer juft one another; this muft of
neceffity vequire 2 Workman that works by Underftanding, Choice, and
Appropriation, becaufe it requires accommedation of feveral things of
feveral kinds to one End by feveral Means. e T

Thus therefore whei 1 fee the admirable accommodation of Hum.ang

Nature to its own exiftence and conveniences, the admirable accommo-

dation therein of things of different natures one to another, as Organs
to Faculties, Sinews to Bones ,"Nerves to Mufcles,. Spirits to Nerves s

 when I fee the excellent accommodation of ‘this lower World, efpecially
~ to the Humane Nature, although they are in themlelves feveral and hete-

rogeneal , I cannot ( without violence to my own Obfervation , Expe-
rience , and Reafon ) Ifag I canhot but attribute the firft Formation of
Humane Nature, yea and of all the Univerfe, to one moft Wife, Intel-
ligent, Powerful Being; who did all things according to: the counfel of
his Will, after the moft wife and excellent Zdes of his ' unfearchdble

Underftanding,
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CAP. V.

Concerning the Natsre of that Intelligent Agent that ﬁr& ﬂ)rmed the '

Humane Nature ; and fome Objections against the Inferences above
made, and their Anfwer. :

HA\{ing in the foregoing Chapter reduced the Origination of Man:
kind to an Intelligent Efficient , effecting it per modum eficientis
woluntarii , & per intentionems, 1 thall in this place inquire what kind of
Intelligent Efficient this was, for among Intelligent Beings there is one

* Primum , the Glorious God, whole Underftanding, Power, and Good-

nels isinfinite; there are alfo acknowledged by the Heathen , Zntellioentie
& primo, thofe which riftorle calls by the Name of Separate Intelli-
gences, Plato calls Dii ex Diis, and we commonly call Angels, very
glorious and powerful Creatures, which Plaro takes into the Bufine(s of
the Creation of Man, as to the Corporeal Frame,

And it feems to be, that the Effection cf the Humane Nature in ary
part thereof , i$ not attributable to the Angels, neither as inftrumental
much lefs as principal Caufes. ’

1. As to the Soul of Man it feems beyond difpute, for that was a
created Subftance, -and Creation of any new Subftance being an infinite
Motion , is not within the power of any Finite Nature: the Pretence
therefore refts only as to the Corporeal, or at leaft Animal Nature,

2. Therefore I fay that the Formation of the Bodily, much lefs the
Animal Nature of Man, in order to the reception of the Soul , was nei-
ther coordinately nor inftrumentally the Work of Angels. And the
Reafons that feem fufficient to make out this Truth, are thefe:

1. Ir feems utterly above an Angelical Power to organize the Body
of the Humane Nature: for though it is true, that in the eftablithed way
of Generation, the Parents, who are inferior in nature to Angels, do

-organize the Body; at leaft wediante femine, yet that is done in the

virtue and ftrength of the Ordination and Inftitution of Almighty God :
So that as well Man as the Semen genitale are the Inftruments deputed by
Almighty God in virtue of his Supreme Power to propagate the Humane
Naturen And therefore fince the firft Formation of the Humane Nature
was a new Formation, not according to the Laws eftablithed after in
Nature, the firft Production of Mankind was immediately by the Al-
mighty Power, and not by the Power of any fubordinate Intelli-
gence, '

2. Again, it could not poffibly be, but that the Humane Nature muft
be completed in an inftanc: For how is it conceptible , that firlt therc
fhould be Corpus formatum, with all the Organs, Veflels, Blood, and Spirits
difpofed and ordered in their feveral Cells and Motions, unlefs Man had

- been then at the fame time animated as well as organized ¢ For the

outward fhape or ftature of a Man is no more a fit Receptacle of an
Animal, much lefs of a Rational Life, than a Statue of Wax or Stone.
The fame Hand thercfore that animated ; formed and fathioned alfo the
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fame Humane Body in the fame moment, by virtue of the Volition,

T

Determination, or Faciamus of the Divine Will. .
3. As we have no manner of evidence of the Angelical concurrence
or inftrumentality in the Formation of Man or of any of the lower Ani-
mals, fo there is no neceffity at all of fuch a Suppofition. And we are
not to mukiply Caufes without neceffity , for as the bare determination
of the moft powerful and efficacious Will of God was {ufficient to bring
Being out of Nothing, fo the like determination of the fame Will was
fufficient to form Man out of the Duft of the ground, without taking in
a fubordination or inftrumentality of Angels.’ ,
Again, if we fhould fuppole the cooperation of Angels in the For-
mation of the Body of Man, it muft be in the ftrength , virtue, and
eificiency of the firlt Caufe; which as it gave the Angels their Being,

- fo it muft give them the efficacy, power, and virtue to be inftrumental in

this Formations which as we have no warrant, {o we have no probable
reafon to admit, fince the firft Caufe was all-fufficient for this Effeé
without their affiftance, :

4. The admirable Structure of the Body of Man, the accommodation
of it to Faculties, the furnifhing of it with Faculties accommodate to it,
even as its Animal Nature (though we take not in the reafonable intel-
leGtual Soul) imports in it 2 Wildom, Power, and Efficacy above the

. Power of any created Nature to cffect: If it fhould be in the power of

an Angel, by applying actives to paffives, to produce an Infect, nay a
perfe@ Animal, yet the Conftitution and Frame of fo much of that in
Man that concerns his Animal Nature were too high a Copy for an
Ange#ick Nature to write, unle(s thereunto deputed and commiffionated
by the Infinite God, which Commiffion we no where find, and I am
very {ure a bare Naturalift will not fuppofe. :

5. Again, there isthat neceffity of a fuitablenels and accommodation
of the Parts of the Body to the Faculties of the Soul, and ¢ cosverfs, that
any the leaft difproportion or difaccommodation of one to the other would
{poil the whole Work, and make them utterly unlerviceable and unap-
plicable oncto the other. . It was therefore of ablolute neceffity that the
fame skill and dexterity that was requifite to the firft Formation of the
Soul, muft be ufed and employed in the Formation of the Body 5 and if an
Angel were unequal to the making up and ordering of the Soul, he
could never be fufficient to make a fit organical Body exaétly fuitable
to it. : -

Upon the whole matter I therefore conclude, That not only the Soul,
but the very Animal Nature in Man, and not only that, but the For-
mation and Deftination of his Bodily Frame, was not only the Work
of an Intelligent Being , but of the Infinite and Omnipotent Intelligent
Being , who in the fame moment formed his Body,and organized it with
immediate Organs and Inftruments of Life and Senfe, and created his
Intellectual Nature, and united it to him , whereby Man became a living
Soul. 3
- And this, as the neceflary Evidence of Reafon, deth firlt drive us to
acknowledge a Being, or firft Formation of the Humane Nature ex zon
genitis ; and fecondly, to acknowledge that this firft Formation of the
Nature of Man was not by Chance, Calualty, or a meer Syntax of
: ‘ ’ Natura
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Natural Caules, but by an Intelligent Efficient; fo weare upon the very

fame and a greater Evidence of Reafon, driven to acknowledge that

Itelligent Efficient to be the Great and Wife and i
CaX('edinginable being par tali negotio, GlosiousGod, ao other
nd indecd, if once we can bring Men but to this one )
That the original Efficient of the ngm:me Nature was an(i?l?ecﬁgjg:g
Being, any Man pretending to Realon will with much lefg difficuley
gdmn; that Ef-ﬁglent to be the Almighty God , than any other inviﬁb.lg
intelligent Efﬁcsentz which we ufually call Angels or Incelligences And
the Reafons are thele, 1. Becaufe though we that are acquainted with
the Divine Truths do as really believe that there are Angels as well as
Men; yet tl_le Natural Evidences of the Exiftence of Almighty God are
far more cvident and convincing, even upon a Rational and Natural
account, than that there are Angels; for the former being a Truth of
the higheft moment and importance to be believed by all, hath a pro-
portionable weight and clearnefs of evidence, even to Natural Lipht‘
more and greater than any other Truth: And hence among the j‘ew;g the
Seét of the Sadduces believed the Exiftence of God, yet denied or doubted
the Exiftence of Angels or feparated Intelligences. * 2. Becaufe the ver
Suppofition of an Angelical Nature doth neceflarily fuppofe the Exiﬁencz
of a Supreme Being, from whom they derive their Exiftences, 3. Be-
caufe the great occafion of Infidelity in relation to Exiftence of Almighry
God is, that fenfual Men are not willing to believe any thing whereby
they have not a fufficient Evidence, asthey think, to theirSenfe: The
Notion of a Spiritual and Immaterial Being is a thing that they cannot
digeft, becaute they cannot fee or by any Senle perceiveit, nor eafily form
to themfelves a Notion of it. He therefore that can fo far maffer the
ftubbornefs of Senfe, as to believe fucha Spriritual Intelligent Bein
as an Angel, hath conquered that difficulty that moft incumbers his belict
of aGod, and we that can but fuppofe or admit the former, cannot long
doubt of the latter. He therefore that can once bring his thoughts to
carry the firft Origination of Mankind to the éfficiency of an Angel, muft
needs in a lictle time fee a greater evidence not only to believe aSu,premc
Deity, but to attribute the Origination of Mankind and of the goodly
Frame of the Univerfe to the Supreme Being ; as neceffarily beft fitted
with Power, Wildom, and Goodnefs to accomplifh {o grear a Work,

‘and that without the help or intervention of Angels or created Intel-

Lxgences, who muft needs derive their Being , Power, and Activity from
m. '

There remains two or three Objections againft the force o -
fequence of the Exiftence of Almighty Godg, and his E!Hcienf:i?éeif ?Irlle
production of Mankind in their firft Individuals, which I fhall propound
and anfwer.

1.-Object. What need there be laid {o great a ftrefs upon the Primitive
Formation of Man, asthat it could not be done but by the Power and
Wifdom of an Almighty Intelligent Being ¢ fince every day’s experience
lets us fee, that by the mixcure and coition of Man and Woman. Er ex
femine ab utrogue decifo, in utero mulicbri per [patinm decems menﬂun; ad ply-
vimum producitur hujufmodi naswra humana , quem tor elogiis magnificamns ;

that which we every day fce to be an effeét of finite Creatures in the

daily

e e et e




e -

334

Of & true Origination of Sect. IV,

daily production of Individuals of Humane Nature: Why muft we
needs call in no lefs than the Wifdom and Power of God himfelf , to
be the immediate Efficient of the firft Formation of the Individuals of
hat nature, which we fee every day produced by the common efficacy

~'of Nature and efficiency of the Parents 5 Vel ad minus, feminis utrinfgue

Jexus in utero famineo conclufi ? .
In Anfwer hereunto, I fhall not at this time or in this place enter

into the difpute how far the Divine Efficiency concurrs immediately in
the ordinary Generation of Mankind , nor how far the entire Humane
Nature, as well his Rational Soul as his Body and Animal Nature, is
attributable to Parental Generation, the(e will be proper for another
place: but for a full Anfwer hereunto I fay; 1. That there is not the
{ame meafure to be taken of the competency or fufficiency of an Efficient

in the production of the Humane Nature, as it ftands now eftablithed, -

and in the firft formation of the firft Individuals of that nature ex #on
enitis, ) . ‘
¢ It is true, it is in fetled and eftablithed Nature, within the compals of
the immediate efficiency of both Sexes , & feminis prolifici ab eifdem decifi,
to form the Humane Nature in that gradual procefs and method that
is now confonant te Nature; but if all the Men on Earth and Angels
in Heaven fhould now go about to form the Humane Nature ex zon
genitis , either out of the Elementary Material , or by the help and dire-
&ion of the Celeftial Influences, or by any Irradiation even from an
Angelick Nature, it could not be done : It was therefore a vain piece of
madnefs in Paracelfus to pretend to the formation of a Homuncuins, when
by all his pretended Skill he could not protract his own Life , being
already conttituted to the common period of an ordinary old age. But
2. This Poteftas generativa in the Humane Nature is part of that admi-
rable Efficiency which Almighty God exercifed in the firft Formation
of Mankind and of other perfe@ Animals; and this Faculty is performed
in the Humane Nature, and traduced from one to another by the im-
mediate efficacy, virtue, and energy of that firft Divine Efficiency. In
this Generative Faculty therefore though the Parents are not fimply
oaffive Inftruments , the Semen prolificums is not meerly a paflive Inftru-
ment in the production of Humane Nature, yet both arc Inftruments,
and Efficientes wvicarie ¢ [ubordinate, in refpeét of Almighty God; and
the a&ivity that either of thefe Inftruments have, they have from that
God that firft formed the Humane Nature , and implanted and alligated
this activity to them, In the firlt formation of the firft Individuals of
Humane Nature this % prolifica was immediately conftituted in them
by Almighty God , with power not only to produce their kind , but to
tranfmit this #i prolifica to thefe they fo produced: and although the
immediate produétion now fecms to be by the immediate efliciency of
the Parents, and their prolifick Semes, yet it is done by virtue, and in
the power of the firft efficiency of Almighty Gods Qui cum hanc indidit
primis individuis in eorwm prima formatione , ac perpetua quadam lege fuccef-
fivis individuis quafi alligavit & commexit. So that as when I behold a
Man at this day, his corporeal Figure, his Faculties, I fee but as it were
a Copy or Tranicript of the firft created nature of Min in the firft Indi-

viduals, I mean as to their Effentials; o I look upon the fucceflive
Gene-
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Generations of Mankind, to be but a continuation of that firt gene;éﬁ;ré o

Faculty copcreated with the firltMan, and protracted or extended unto
all facceeding deftendents from him: And therefore I have all the
reafon imaginable,. when I behold the fucceflive Generations of Men,
and the aé’tuating of that Faculty, retro trahere ad primam originems ; ané‘
to acknowledge 1t to be no lefs the Efficacy of the Divine Efficienc
in the thoufandth Generation from Adaws, than it was in Adam h’ir’nfclf)f
Jult as if I fhould take a Wedge of Silver of one Inch fquare, and gilci
it over with Gold, and fhould after draw it by Art into a Wire as fmall
as a Hair, to a Mile in length, every Inch of that filver Wire hath the
very fame tinéture which the firft Wedge had: Though this refem-
blance holds not in all things, it ferves to explicate what I -mean
namely, the Facultas generativa, which was by God Almighty given tc;
the firlt Parents of Mankind, and was bound te their Species, - And
though it be now at a remoter diftance from its firft-efficiency , : yet it
hath its continuance and efficacy by virtue of that Firft Efficiency, and
the Inftitution and Ordination of that moft Wile andPowerful Being,
So that even at this day the univocal generation of Man (yeaand of all
perfe&t Animals) is no lefs the Efficiency of Almighty God than it was in
the firft production of it, chough it be more remote in relped of the
intervenience of more {ucceflive inftrumental Caules, And therefore
we are miltaken, if we think that the generation of Men or Animals is
purely by virrue of the inftrumental Caufes, withou regard to the firft

- Efficiency of Almighty God 5 which though it perpetuates it in a fetled -

regular way, now called therefore Natural, yet it is by the Force, ¥irtne,

-and continuing Energy of the firft wife, powerful , and efficacious. Infti-

tution of Almighty God. And fo nothing isgoter by this Objection, bug tg -
re-mind us to acknowledge and admire the admirable Wifdom , Poiwer,
and Goodnels of God, in the firft eftablifhment.and continued protraction
of this Law of Seminal Propagation. . . 3 C

And this is the truc reafon of the conftancy and 'ﬁx.ﬁc.ixicbfs;f't'hé Mcl '

thods of Generation , and why they do not zranfire sitra limites ; why
thofe Animals thac are produced per. svum, do not, caninot prodiies viyi
parous, as Birds, and fome forts of Fifhes; and why thofe thar produce
VEVipAY4, Of per vermem, do not produce per ovam; why without exereme
accidents all perfet Animals produce Individuals conformable o their
own fimilitude, and fpecifick nature and likenefs; namely, this is the
true redfon , In the firit formation of the Individual of thefe Species; the
moft Wile God, who forefaw what was moft fit and convenient, did
engrave thefe feveral Laws gnd.inviolable Conftitutions in the natures
of chie things firlt produced, and chained and connetted them to . their
Species by an inviolable Law , not regularly changeable by any Power
but-by - his Power that Ena&ed them : - And therefore it is not in the
power of an Angel to alter the eftablithed Method of the Generation of
things, becaule it isa Law inftituted by thé Supreme Lord. And although
Monftrous Births may cafually arife, as in due time may be obferved, yet
the production of wivéparaper svum,ox of vvipara per vermem, or of Meh of
perlect Animals v aliter quam per tonjunitionem maris & famine, are pro-

-~ hibited by the fetled and fixed Laws eftablifhed by the God of Nature iu

the firfk formation of Individusls, o
it 2, Objedt,
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2. Object. You lay much ftrefs upon the admirable Fabrick not only
of Man but of perfedt Animals, the regular and excellent order and com-
polure of their Parts, the accommodation of their Organs to their Fa-
cultics , and of their Faculties to the convenience of their Nature: and
yer there is fearce the fmalleft Infet but hath the fame Faculties and
Organs as exquilitly accommodated to their ufe as the greateft Animal,
nay they are fo much the more curious, and the Art of the Artificer fo
much the more commendable by how much the {maller they are. If a
Flea or a Fly hath as exa& a {ymmetry , organization , and diverfity of
Faculties as an Oftridge or an Elephant; the curiofity of the Art is more
admirable by the finalnefs of the Volume : And yet thefedoevery day arile
fpontancoufly, and it may be propagate their kind after their [pontaneous
production, or it may be have only the exiftence of 2 Day ; neither is it
realonable to think that all thefe Infects thus {pontaneoufly arifing , were
firft produced in the fifth or fixth Day; or that the Semina formata of
every Worm or. Fly that hath arifen this day or yefterday, were created
in the firft Credtion of things, and lay concealed and unaétive for above
5000 Years; and yet in thele fponte nats we fee no neceflity nor evi-
dence of any immediate Divine Efficiency , for fome are every day pro-
duced ex putri, fine gmexg'/}mte. femine. -Why therefore is fo much
weight laid upon the firft Origination of Man or perfe& Animals, as if
it mufl nceds require the immediate interpofition -of Almighty God,
when we are content to referr the Origination of Works poflibly of as
wonderful a fabrication as many at lealt.of perfect Animals, toa lower
Caule? o S N P o

I Anfwer, It is true that there is a gréat curiofity in the Texture and
Faculry of Infecs., and that there are very many that arile not ex pre-
exiffente [emine , but either of Vegetablesy:or of that which we:ufually
call Materia putris; and ivwill bevoo harda task for any to maintain that
all Infeé@s do arife of univocal Seeds derived from their own Species ; or
that all the Species of Infeéts werc created the fifch or fixth Day 5 neither
fhall I with Seetu affirm that the Forrhs of fuch Infets are derived from
Heaven, and diffufed into Matter , whereby they mould themfelves into
their diftin¢t Exiftences. - Lo T

But as the God of Nature gave a feminal prolifick power to perfect
Animals and unto Men, and did bind.and connex this Method of their
future Generations unto their Naturey, - without which though they had
been conflituted otherwife in a-moft perfect Conftitution , they gould
never have multiplied their kind. So as to_the production of ‘many
Inicéts, Almighty ‘God hath given fuch a prolifick nature to the Earth
and Waters, in a cerrain due mixture irradiated and influenced by the
Sun to produce divers forts of Infects by virtue of thefe two great Bene-
diions given to the Water, Ges. 1.20. and to the Earth, Gen. 1. 24.
as the two great prevailing Elements in {pontaneous generations and
as by virtue of the Divine Beneditions given to Animals and Men,
[ncreafe and multiply, and replenifb the Earth'and the Waters ;) Gen.1,22428.

fo:by virtue of that firft Command to the Waters and Earth, [Le# the

waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life ; and les the

Earth bring forth the living creature after bis kind - and the cattel and treeping

shing, and the beast after his kind,] The {pontaneous ;pxopagag%o? égf
RN nfects

Cép. 5 | Md;?ﬁ'ihd zmd A-tbe-?)hi@eifé.

337

Infects by the Earth is by virtue of this Command as effectusl’, and in
its kind as natural by virtue of this eftablithed Law ; as the production

of Animals per mixtionem , though not fo perfect, * .- \
-, And from the Efficacy of this Divine Inftitution it comes to pgfs;

- 1. That their Textures and Faculties: are curioufly difpoled; for the

Elementary Nature in conjunction with the Heavenly Influence doth
produce them as Inftruments , and in'the virtue of the firlt Infticution
of the Glorious God. 2. That though therc -is a great variety and
multiplicity 1n their Species, yet they . are not infinite; but determinate.
3.-That according to the variety of Climates and various difpofition of
Matter, Infécts are varioufly produced : this Climate produceth that

- Infect that another doth not; and this Herb, this Wood, this Flefh, that

Infect that another doth not
fpontancous Plants. N L B »
+- And hence it is, that all the Art in-the World can_never make the
meaneft lnfga out of any other Matter, or any otherwife difpofed , or
any otherwife irradiated,, than what would of it felf naturally produce
an Infect of that kind : But this fhall be farther illuftrated in the Anfwer
to the next Qbjection. ' S

But although it be true that thefe little Infects difcover the wond
Wildom and Power of God, in their vicarious produéions rllnyert%]c:
comamiiffionated and influenced Elementary Nature, yer they come
exceedingly fhort of thofe perfe& Animals who have a nobler and more
elaborate production by univocal generation, and infinitely fhort of the
excellency of the Humane Nature: And therefore there is no parity of
Inftance 1 the firft formation of an Infe& ex som genitis, and the firfk
formation of the Humane Nature: Every Year gives us Inftances of a
new fpontaneous produétion of Infeéts, and this by virtue of that pri-

and -t-hg fame is obl}:;ved in Herbs and

~mitive commiffion and vital vigour thereby concredited to the Earth and

Waters irradiated by the Sun.  But never any Age gives fo much as a
fhadow of an Inftance of the production of any perfe¢t Animals, much
lefs of Man by any fuch fpontaneous Methed; and that the latter gives
a greater and more eminent Specimen of a Divine Power in its primitive
formation, than the former in its fpontaneous production, :
- 3. Object. Tt is evident that the malignant Spirits have power to pro-
duce Infets , as appears by the Magicians producing of Frogs in «£gypt
by their Enchantments,. Exod. 8.7. and therefore the refolution of the
{pontancous productions of Infeéts into the Energy of the Divine Com-
mand feems unwarrantable. And if he may produce thofe which are
really endued with an Apimal Life, why not thofe Animals that have
;{I}eg ordinary production by univocal Generation, and why not alfo Man-
ind. ‘

And the Satyrs and Fauns whereof fome of the Ancients write, feems
to be productions out of the common road of humane production. - ;
I Anflwer, 1. Touching the fuppoled Fauns and Satyrs, they were
either Fables or Illufions, and no credit to be given to the Hiftories of
them. 2. Admitting it fhould be within the power of good or evil
Angels to produce Infects, yet it would be no conlequence from thence
to their efficacy of producing perfect Animals, much lels Humane Nu-
ture, which is in another {uperior rank of Being above the nobleft
t . Xx - © Brutes,
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* Brutes, and excelfively above the rank of Infeéts: We might as well

conclude, becaufe a Man cammake 3 Candle he can make 2 Star, But
3. Asto the efficacy of good or evil Angels in effe@ting of Infeéts, 1. It
is of no great difficulty to fuppofc.that good or evil Angels may bring

or tranfport the Semius or Spawn of Infects to other places, and poffibly -

thus it might be done by the Eggptian Magicians. 2. It is very true,
that the Angelick Natures have;a very great knowledge of Natural
Efficacigs and Virtues, and a great powsr of tranfporting, uniting,

- and applying Actives to Paffives; whatfoever therefore is effecible by
the moft congruous and efficacious application of A&ives to Paffives, is -

effedtible by them. And fince there are many Infeéts that arife by the
connatural efficacy of Elementary Matter, and by the due preparation of
the fame, and by the due application thereof unto the incidence of
Celeftial Heat and Influxes; it may be in the power of thefe knowing

and adtive Spirits, by a tranfportation and application of fuch Magrer,

and by the pofition of them in fuch an Influence as is natural for their
predugtion , to be infirumental not only to the acceleration of fuch pro-
ductions, but to the productions themfelves: Buc though ftill the efficacy
of the produétion is not applicable to the efficiency of thefe Spirits,
but to the natural vigeur of thofe Natural Actives and Paffives that are
by them brought together, and they cannor produce a Fly or a Frog

" beyond the activity and efficacy of Elementary Macter and Celeftial

Heat: (And hence it was, that the Egyprian Enchanters could produce
Frogs out of the Rivers of Egypz by the afliftance of evil Spirits , becaufe

the Waters and temperament of the Sqil and Climate was able to have

done it, if thofe parts thereof were tranlported and united unto one
place, where being brought they would probably without the help of
a Magician have been formed into that Infect:) Yet when the fame Artifts
were trying to produce Lice out of Duft, a Matter {imply unfuitable for
fuch a production, they could not effect it, but acknowledged it was
the Finger of God: Exod. 8.18,19. We fee that Man by his little nar-

row skill and power, by applying Actives to Paflives, may do things

of not unlike a nature; as the acceleration of the growth of Seeds by
Mineral Preparations, the production of Mites in Cheefes by infufing
Wine; and many tell us ofP a ftrange production and multiplication of
fome Infects by tge juxta-pofition of feveral Afhes and Solutions of In-
feéts, and by other means: none of which ways are eftranged from the
knowledge of thofe experienced Spirits.

_ But it feems utterly beyond the power of any Created Nature to pro-
duce any Infect, but by the juxta-pofition and application of that Ele-
mentary Body and Celeftial Heat that is natural and proper for fuch a
production : and much more is it impoffible for any Created Power to
produce any Animal, though never fo {mall or inconfiderable, whofe
producion s by the ftanding and fixed Laws of Nature mancipated and
chained to that common Method of Preduction fetled in Nature, by the
Conjunétion of Sexes. '

And therefore , though anevil Angel may produce a Frog or Snake by |

the due application of Activesto Paflives, as before is declared, yet he can-
not with all his power and skill produce a Dog or a Cat, or any other Crea-
ture that by the Laws and Inftitution of Natureis only producible by the
Conjundtion of Sexes. : "~ Aund
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And the reafon is, becaule thele Laws which are inftituted and
fetled in Nature when it is fixed and eftablithed, are no other than the
Laws of the Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth and although he may
difpenfe with, alter, or {ulpend his own Laws, yet no created Being
bath that power of it felf to fufpend or alter thefe Laws fetled by the
God of Nature, no not in any one individual thing; and therefore ic is
not poffible for Angel or Devil , without the immediate Commiffion from
the God of Heaven, to make any fpontaneous production of fuch an
Animal as by the eftablifhed Law of Nature is to be produced by natural
propagation , and not otherwile. !

But herein I do not underftand, 1. Such Infects as though producible
by Propagation , yetare naturally likewile producible ex putri, as Frogs,
and many other Infects; for Nature hath allowed them both ways of
production. 2, Neither of Incubation ; for many Animals that are ovi-
para, and cannot produce ovam facundum fine utriufqne fexus natura, yet

may be excluded by artificial Incubation as well as natural; this is not -

only within the power of Angels, by applying an artificial Heat, but even
of any elle. The Eggs in Egyps are hatched in the Sun, or by the hieat
of Ovens or warm Afhes,

CAP. VL |

The Reafonablenefs of the Divine Hypothefis touching the Origination

 of the World, and particularly of Man , and the preference thereof
before all the other precedent Suppofitions.

uPon a diligent Obfervation of the various Suppéﬁ{'ions and fpecial
Methods of the ancient Philofophers, touching the Origination of

-Mankind and of the Univerfe in general, thele improbabititics of their
truth and fufficiency will appear to any confiderate Man,  Firft, They .

are deftitute of any fatisfactory Evidence; toany perfon that is not ftrangely
and impotently engaged to them, either becaule they are his own Con-
ceptions, or the Conceptions of fome perfons of whofe Learning or Wit
thei? Difciples or Followers are too fond admirers, There are com-
monly two Ingredients that make Men fond of a pre-conceived Opinion:
1. Self-love and admirationy when a Man hath fafhioned a Fancy or
Imagination to fome height. he falls in love with it becaule it is his
own, and is with great difficulty drawn from ir, 2. Affe@ation of
Efteem, which hath a double effect upon Men; namely, the affetation
of Praifeand Vain-glory, as having found out fome Conception fingular,
novel, or that may give a Man a name of a high Mercurial Wit; and
on the other fide, a fhame and difdain to retrac that which he hath once
publickly afferted.

The truth is, that many of the feveral Hypothefes of the Ariitotelians, Epi-
eureans,and of divers of the other Ancients touching the original or funda-
mental ftate of the Univerfe and Mankind , are meer Inventions and Fan-
cies, having no other foundation or evidence of their truth, than meerly

- XXz ~ their
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their own Fancies and Conceptions. And it is not reafonable to think
it fhould be otherwife for fincethe Manner of the Origination of Things
muft in common Reafon be thought to be of fome other Mode or Order
than what we fee now in Nature, and fince the particular Manner or
:Method of this Origigation of Things is fuch a Matter of Fact as can-
not poffibly lye in the compafs of humanc difcovery meerly by the
ftrength of Ratiocination or a barc humane Tradition, (for it is a Mat-
ter of Fa& that precedes the fuppoled exiftence of Memory, at leaft of
any Man) it muft neceflarily be that Mankind muft be ignorant of it,’
unlefs it be revealed unto him by fome that might certainly know the
Faét it felf; and therefore the €onceptions of Men touching it muft
needs be as confuled, roving, uncertain, and inevident, as the Dif-
courfes or Conceptions of a blind Man that never faw, touching Light
or Colours. '

But the Medium of the difcovery of the firft Formation of things deli-
véred by Mofes, is that which can enly give us a true Notion of them,

namely, Revelation to a Man that converled with Almighty God face

to face, and the Communication thereof to Mankind by this Man di-
vinely infpired , and informed touching this Fact by him that alone
could give him the true account thereof, namely, God himfelf. Al-
though I do net doubt, but befides this Divine Revelation to Mofes,
there was a Divine Manifeftation thereof to the firft created Man in that
fulnefs of his firft illuminated and perfe&t ftate of created Nature, and
from him that Tradition was derived, and preferved in that Line of the
Patriarchs in which the moft important Divine Truchs were conferved,
and traduced from Adam to Mofes. ’

That which may illuftrate my meaning, in this preference of the
revealed Light of the Holy Scriptures touching this matter, above the
Effays of a Philofophical Imagination, may be this: Suppole that Greece
being unacquainted with the curiofity of Mechanical Engins, though
known in fome remote Region of the World, an excellent Artift had
fecretly brought and depofited in fome Ficld or Foreft fome excellent
Watch or Clock, which had been fo formed, that the original of its
Motion were hidden, and involved in fome clofe contrived picce of Me-
chanifm, that this Watch was fo framed that the Motion thereof might
have lafted a Year, or fome fuch time as might give a reafonable Period

* for Philofophical Conjectures concerning it, and that in the plain Table
there had not been only the defcription and indication of Hours, but the
configurations and indications of the various Phsfes of the Moon, the
Motion and Place of the Sun in the Ecliptick , and divers other curious
indications of Celeftial Motions; and that the Scholars of the feveral
Schools of Epicurss , of «Ariftotle, of Plate and the reft of thofe Philofo-

hical Se@s, had cafually in their walk found this admirable Automaton,
what kind of work would there have been made by every Set, in giving
an account of this Phewomenon? We fhould have had the Epicarean Seck
have told the by-ftanders according to their pre-conceived Hypothefis,
that this was nothing elfe but an accidental concretion of Atoms, that
haply faln together had made up the Index, the Wheels, the Ballance,
and that being haply faln into this pofture, they were put into Motion.

"Then the Carzefisn falls in with him, as to the main of their Suppoficion,
' but

This plain and evident dilcovery renders all thefe excogitated Hyporhefes
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but fells ll\‘inm', that he doth not futﬁcigntly explicate how this Engin is
put into Motion; and therefore to furnifh this Motion there is a cerrain

Materia [ubtilis that pervades this Engin, and the moveable parts con-

fifting ot certain globular Atoms apt for Motion, they are the

by the mobility of the globular Atoms put into Mo’tion.yA third reflijr}:d?gg‘
faule with the two former, becaufe thefe Motions are fo rezular, and do
exprefs the various Phenomena of the diftribution of Time:; and of the
Heavenly Motions; therefore it feems to him, that this Engin and Motion
alfo, fo analogical to the Motions of the Heavens, was wrought by {ome
admirable Conjunétion of the Heavenly Bodies, which formed this
Inftrument and its Motions in {ach an admirable correfpondency to its
own exiftence. A fourth, difliking the Suppofitions of the three former

tells the reft that he hath a more plain :mciJ evident Solution of the Phe.
nomenor , namely, the Univerfal Soul of the World, or Spirit of Nature

that formed (o many forts of Infe@s with fo many Organs, Faculties,
and fuch congruity of their whole Compofition, and fuch curious and

) Varipus Mgtions as we may obferve in them , hath formed and fet into
Motion this admirable Automaton, and regulated and ordered it with all

thefe congruities we fee in it. Then fteps in an Ariffozelian ing
diffarisfied with all the former Solutions ,Ptells themji Gentl’eglrg) beylgg
are all miftaken, your Solutions are inexplicable and unfatisfa&ory) you
have taken up certain precarious Hyporhefes, and being re-poffeffed, with
thefe Creatures of your own Fancies, and in love wit them, right ot
wrong you form all your Conceptions of things according to thofe fan-
cied and pre-conceived Imaginations. The fhort of the bufinefs is, this
Machina 1s eternal, and fo are all the Motions of it; and"in as much as
a Circular Motion hath no beginning or end, this Motion that you fee
both in the Wheels and Index, and the fucceffive indications of the
Celeftial Motions, is eternal, and without beginning. And this is a
ready and expedite way of folving the Phemomenon , without fo much ado
as you have made about it, .

And while all the Mafters were thus controverfing the Solution of the
Phenomenon in the hearing of the Artift that made it, and when they
had all fpent their philofophizing upon it, the Artift that made this
Engin, and all this while liftened to their admirable Fancies, tells them,
Geatlemen, you have difcovered very much excellency of Invention
touching this piece of Work that is before you, but youare all miferably
mxﬁaken_ , for it was I that made this Watch, and broughtit hither
and I will fhew you how I made it; firlt, I wrought the Spring and
the Fulee, and the Wheels, and the Ballance, and the Cafe, and T’ablc;
I fitted them onec to another, and placed thefc feveral Axes that are to
direét the Motions of the Index to difcover the Hour of the Day, of the
Figure that difcovers the Phafis of the Moon, and the other various
Motions that you fee; and then I put it together, and wound up the
Spring, which hath given all thefe Motions that you fec in this curious
piece of Work: and shat you may be fure I tell you true, I will tell you
the whole order and progrefs of my making, difpofing , and ordering
of this piece of Work , the feveral materials of it, the manner of the
forming of every individual part of it, and how long I was about it:

of
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of thefe Philofophical Enthufiafts vain and ridiculous, without any great
help of Rhetorical Flourithes or Logical Confutations.

And much of the fame nature is that difparity of the Hypothefes of the
Learned Philofophers in relation to the Origination of the World and
Man, after a great deal of duft raifed , and fanciful Explications and
unintelligible Hyporhefes, The plain, but Divine Narrative by the hand
of Mofes, full of fence , and congruity, and clearnefs, and reafonablenefs
in it felf, doth at the fame moment give us a true and clear difcovery
of this great Myftery, and renders all the Effays of the generality of the
‘Heathen Philofophers to be vain, inevident, and indeed inexplicable
Theories, the creatures of Phantafie and Imagination, and nothing
clfe. :
~ 1. 'This therefore is the firft Advantage of the Mofaical Hypothefis of the
Origination of things above the Philofophical Theories touching the
fame, the latter are inevident, conjetural, and indeed apparently falfe
the former contains an Evidence of it felf, by its confonancy, to the only
manner that can be fufficient for fuch a Difcovery, and the plain, evident;
and congiuous relation of it. o :

2. All the Philofophical Theories (except that which carries the
Origination of thingsup to Almighty Ged ) are full of infinite intangle-
ments, difficulties , and inconfiftencies, that ever and anon break out
and dilcover themfelves; whereby they arc enforced by a continual fub-
ftitution of new Suppofitions, te piece up and mend the breaches that
arile upon fuch inconfiftencies, and {o avoid thofe intollerable abfurdities
that tﬁeir Suppofitions do neseflarily occafion. And again, fometime
are fain utterly to lay afide fome of their former Pofitions, as utterly
undifciplinable and ungovernable by any fubfidiary Explication , by
reafon of their grofs ablurdities and apparent impoffibilities. This ap-
pears by fome of the former Debates touching the Epicurean and Aristote-
lian Suppofitions , and many more may be given in this matter.

But the firft Chapter of Geuefis, as it is perfectly confonant to it felf,
fo it labours under nodifficulties or abfurdities, but all parts thereof are
eafily and apparently reconcilable one with another, and with the
commen reafon of the things delivered upon the account of that com-
mon Suppofition upon which the whole is bottomed , namely, the Effi-
ciency of the moft Wife and Powerful Intelligent Being. :

Since therefore it is evident that Truth is ever confiftent with it felf,
and that which contains any irreconcilable abfurdity or contradicion
with it felf orany other Truth, can never be truc: we have all the reafon
imaginableto give the preference to the Mofaical Hypothefis, as confonant
to it felf, and to all other Truths thatare; and on the other fide, to reje
the Epicurean and Ariftotelian Theories in this matter, each of which
contains irreconcilable difficulties in themfelves, and contradiéions to
evident and demoftrable Truths, , A

3. The third obfervable is this, That the Holy Hiftory gives us fuch
an Efficient, and fuch an Efficiency of things that gives us a plain, and

" clear, and evident Solution of all thofe admirable Phsmoimena that we fee

bothin the Univerfe, in the Motions, Orders, Pofitions, Influences, and
Conveniences of the wholeUniverle, and of the feveral great Integrals

thereof, and likewile of that admirable Beauty, Order, Symmerry, Ulfe-
' ' : fulnels
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fulnefs of Parts, and Organs of Faculties and Powers that are to be found

in Animals, and efpecially in Man: of thefe admirable congruities of

Powers, Motions, and Inftinés not only in the Animal a

Province , but alfo in the very inanimatg’ Bodies; by giviﬁg I\J’setglfsaklﬁ
mighty, moft Wife , moft Bountiful God to be the firft Author of the
World and of Mankind , and to be the Contriver and Inftitutor of that
Law in things created, which we ufually call the Law of their Nature

which is nothing elfe but the Will, the Rule, the Inftitution of the moft
Wile, Powerful, and Intelligent Being. And let Men toyl themfelves
till their Brains be_ﬁrc_d » and ftudy and invent from Age toAge, to give
us any other Explication of moft of the obfervable Phemsmena in Nature

they will toylin vain, and {ubftitute unto us nothing but empty watrifh,
and unfatisfactory Solutions, or meer Whimfies, Chimera's, and Falfities.
inftead of Truth and Reality: And this is the admirable preference of
the Divine Hiftory of the Origination of Things, that it gives us a folid,

plain , evident, congruous Solution of all the admirable Phesomens in -

univerfal and particular Beings , wherein our Minds may re i

themfelvés; which thofe Philofophers neither do nor )c]::;{tl’oant%a?u&?;
any other Method of the Origination of Things. W hat reafon can there
be affigned of the pofition of the Elementary and Heavenly Bodies in
that moft convenient pofition and fituation , the ufefulnefs, order, and
regularity of their Motions, Heat, and Influencez Why the Motions of
every thing are directed with the moft fuitablene(s to the convenience
of the Univerfe, and toitsown ¢ Why a Stone or a Bar of Iron moves
downward, what is within it, or withoutit, that excites or directs it ¢
What reafon can there be afligned of that admirable accommodation of
Meteors, the Wind and Rain , nay the very Thunder and Lightning, to
the ufe and benefit of the-Elementary World ¢ What reafon can be
affigned of the admirable Fabrick of the Body of Man, that fingular
beauty, deftination, and fymmetry, and convenience of Parts and Organs,

that admirable conftitution and’ ordination of his Faculties, efpecially

that of his Intelle@ ¢ What reafon can be affigned of the wonderful
order and procedure of the generation of Men, yea and of common
Animals: All done with that order and uniformity, with that con-
venience and regularity,, that it exceeds the i#nmitation, and even the
the comprehenfion of the wifeft Man in the World ¢ Touching thefe and
infinite more of thefc admirable Appearances in Nature, the firft of
Genefis gives us a plain , realonable, evident Explication, by letting us
know that thefe were the Works of the moft Intelligent Being “the
Works of the moft Wife and GloriousGod: And the reafon why,they
alr]c fo admxinxfatl:]ly, u{:ii(cl)(/i an;i ;xce}:lcntly framed and ordered, is becaule
they were made and ordere the great Skill, Wi
Defign of the Glorious God. d 8 » Wildom, Power, and
Byt now if we come to demand of thefe wile Philofophers a Solution
~ of the admirablenc(s of thefe Phenomena, we fhall have fuch Solutions
as muft make us firlt unreafon and unman our felves, before we can
{ubfcribe to them, or at lealt we thall have fuch a Solution as no way
countervails the value of the Work, or elfe fhall give a Solution of idems
per idem , or elle by fomewhat elle that is utterly unintelligible.
Ask Demucritus and Epienrss , and by their favour, fome of their late

fry
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the’ i i ’ ] eft his is b
Atomifts will tell us, that all or the greateft part of thi y
f;rgartllz: ca({)hal pofition, and t,node,' and motion, and figure, and texture
of Atoms: and he that beliéves this whiles he hears it or faysic, is in
a full capacity of believing any thing, though never (o unrealonable.

:Let any Man but ask his own Reafon fairly, whether he can believe this

that he thus faith, Tappeal to'that Man , whether he doth or can really

" belicve himfelf when he fays it.  Ask another fort of. Philofcphers for

ir Solution of it, .they will tell you that Nature is the paufe, and a

-:"B%Eisé;ltug?lution (;f all }:hcié thi.ngs: But what is that Nature, Wher.e
is‘it, is it the nature er difpofition of the thxpgs themfelvgs ¢ Then it
explicates it no otherwife but thus, That things have this excellency
and order , becaufe it is their nature tobefo, or, they are {o becaule they
are {0:'But if by Nature they mean fome {eparate E_x;ﬂeqce, whgt then
is it Is it a Body or Spirit, is it a reafonable, an intelligent chg? or
i$ it a furd and’ftupid Exiftence, or elfe is it a Law or a Rule felf-
fubfifting = If it be a realonable, intelligent Exiftence, we differbut
only de nomine ; that which I call God they will call Nature, at leaft
unlefs they fuppofe it an inferior intelligent Being, and then the diffi-
culty is only made fomewhat more; that a fubordinate intelligent Being
was able to preduce fuch Effects which appear to all Men to be Works
of the greateft Power and Wifdem imaginable.  On the other fide, if
they fuppofe it to be a meer furd unintelligent Being, how comes it to
pafs that they carry in them -the greateft evidence imaginable of the
moft perfet, and.confequenily of the molt intelligent efficient Agent ¢
Again, will they fuppole it a Norms, Rule, or Law of a moft excellent
frame and order, (and indeed in fo conceiving , they conceive truly that
Nature is fuch a Law orRule) but ftill this doth not explicate the Phe-
nomena_of Nature , without fuppofing fomewhat more: A Law or Rule
is not in it felf effeétive or ative, neither can it fpbﬁﬁ or exift without
an Agent that either gave it, or works by or according to it.  The Laws
of a State are the Rules of its Government, but this Law muft be given
by fome Power , and fome Power there muft be that muft act according
toit, otherwife a Law is a ftupid, dcad, unactive , and unconceivable
thing: And therefore a Law or Rule fingly explicates not any the Phe-
nomens of Nature without a Being that gives this Law to things, or
acs; or makes things a¢t according to it; and then we arein a great
meafure where Ciofes brings us, only with this differeace, the Law by
which this great World was made,_was no oth;:r but the D;term:qatlon
and Beneplacitum of the Divine Will, determined or qualified (if we
may ufe that improper word) with the higheft and moft fovereign
Wildomand Power : And the Law by which things thus made were for
the future to be governed, was that inftituted Rule and Order which
this Sovereign Lord contrived and placed in created Beings s and thus
indeed , Opwus narure cff opus invelligentia. .. Nature therefore may have thefe
i eptations, viz. : - o
Varllfngsmi:: tli)gniﬁes that Principium activem that gave every thing its
Being ; and thus it imports no other than Almighty God, that Supreme
Imelliéem Being, though improperly called Nature; viz, Naturs na-
rans. :

intelli-

. 2. As it imports the Thihg; or Effects principated or effeéted by this
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intelligent active Principle, or the Effe@s or Creatures of God 5-or Na-

sura nssurata; and this hath a doubleimport, viz, 1. For the firlt and
immediate Productions of that Principle, namely, not only created
Matter, which was the Productam primo primum, but al the things firlt
produced in their feveral kinds or natures, or Producta fecundo prima, as'
the firlt Vegetable', Animal, and Humane Individuals :” or 2. For thole
Mixtions and Productions which afterwards had their produ&ions in
the World by fucceflive mixtions and generations, which include all
Productions, which though in relation to their dependence and firft
production of their kind, are fill the Creatures of God yet in relation
totheir immediate Caules, are productions of fecond Caufes,

3. As it imports the Law and Rule and Method and Order, of the pro-
dugtion and government and procefs of created Beings; and this of
two kinds, 1. The Law and Rule of the firft Creation of Produétion of
Beings; as the production of the firft Individuals of Animals, Vegeta-
bles, and Men:: and herein though Almighty God proceeds with admirable
Wildom and Order, yet he ufed no other Law or Rule than the immediate
Determination of his own moft wile and perfet Will, fuitable to the
Bufinefs he had in hand, wherein there was neceflary and fit another
kind of Regiment and Order than was afterwards inftituted, 2. The
Laws or Rules inftituted and appointed by the fame moft wile God to
things already conftituted ; this is the common and ordinary and regular
Law of inflituted Nature: and thefe two Laws or Rules were different,
and neceflary that they thould be fo. In the fieft Conftitutions of Beings
God Almighty proceeded by a Law fuitable to that Work, namely,

- aecording to the wife Counfel of his own Will > that was beft and feeeft

for that Work; he proceeded more fuddenly, and by the immediate
interpofition of his own Power the Vegetables conftituted in a moment,

- or very {peedily, and within the compals of a Day came to their full and
- perfe¢t maturation and growth: o alfo did the Fowls, and Fifhes, and

Brutes, and Man, without any confiderable more berween their firlt for-
mation and complement or individual perfe@ion: But the Law inftituted
for things already formed and fetled was of another kind ; Vegetables,
Animals , and Meh are in the Laws of their furure exiftence to pafs
through thofe gradations and fteps and methods which we fee now in
ule, for the formation , production , increafe, and perfection thereof,
Again, in the firft production of things , though fometimes the wife
God ufed in fome meafure the order of fecond or inftrumental or effe@tive
Caules, yet he bound not himfelf to that Rule; though, as we have
formerly obferved , the inftrumentality of Heat might be ufed in fepa-
rating the Expanfim , and the arefation of the Earth, and the produéion
of Vegetables; and though the inftrumentality of the perfected Cele-
ftial Bodies might be fome way inftrumental towards the maturation of
Nature, towards the produion of Animals: and though he ufed the
Matter which he had created to be the fubfratum of the Corporeal Na-
tures,, even of Man himfelf; yet the great Energy and Power whereby
he compleated all things, was above and beyond the aivity of fecond
Caufes; yea when he ufed the inftrumentality of fecond Caufes , his
own Powerful and Omnipotent Hand was engaged in the advancing
of the efficacy of the fecond Caules, which he uled beyond their natural
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ftrength and efficacy, there was‘tuch that was fupernatural and mira-
tulous; as well in the firft feparation , diftsibution ;, ‘and formation of
things , as in the firft Creation of the Corporeal Matter: out of niothing,
But in the fucceeding procefs and procedure of created Nature he fixed
‘and eftablifhed certain powers and aétivities in things;--and a certain
order and connexion between them and their effects, and governed and
regulated the motions and produétions of things according to thoft'im-
planted powers and connexions ; and this we call the inftituted Law of
Nature, namely, the activities and powers placed in created Beings,
and the mutual connexions and concatenations of things to fuch a®ivi-
ties and powers : ‘Which Law was at firft inftituted by the God of Nature
to be the common and ftanding ordinary Rule for things, fetled and
fixed.in their. created ftation. : And theretore we are far from denying
a Law of Nature or Calling in the immediate efficiency of the great
God, . or a miraculous: interpofition inall the ordinary procedures of
things already fully fetled and ftatuminated by the firft Divine Efficiency.
That which weonly fay in relation to Nature already fetled is bur chis, that

- 1. "The primitive and fundamental powers and acivities of things were

placed in them by the immediate Will and Efficiency of God s it is this
that gives the power to Heatand Fire to diffolve, diflipate, rarifie, and
confume; to Cold to condenfe; to heavy Bodies to defcend 5 to all the
Celeftial Bodies their Motions , Influences , and Pofitions; that gave the
Generative Faculty to Men , to Brutes, to Fifhes; the Produéive Faculty

- tothe Earthand Waters; the Receptivity to Semen and Intelle@ion, ¢.

2. That he by a coatinuing Influx doth fupport and preferve all things
in their being, order, and activity. 3.That this which we call the Law
of inflituted and ftatuminated Nature', is his Law and his Inftitution,
and the connexion of natural Effets to their natural Caufes is his Infti-
tution , his Law; his Order. : o o

And therefore we do neither deny a Law of Nature, or a connexion
berween natural Caufes and Effeéts, but that which we juftly blame in
thefe Men that pretend themfelves to be the great Priefts of Nature, and
admirers and adorers of it, is, 1. Thatthey do not (ufficiently confider
and obferve, that this which they and we call Nature,'and the Law of
Nature, and the Power of Nature, is no other but the wife inftituted
Law of the moft wife, powerful, and intelligent Being ; as really and
truly as an Edi&t of Tr4jan or Fuftinian was a Law of Trajan or Jufliniay ;

Stc parvie magna: and 2. That they do not warily diftinguith between

that firlt Law, s rebus conftituendis ; and this fecond Law of Nature , in
rebus conflitutis: but inconfiderately mifapply that Law and Rule and
Method which is ordinary and regular, conftituted, and fitted, and ac-
commodate to Nature already fetled; as if the-fame were and ought to
be neceffarily the Rule and Law in the firft formation and fetling of
things: which is an Errour that proceeds from the over-much fixing of
our Minds to that which in the prefent courfe of things is obvious to

- Senle , and not adverting , that the firft Conftitution and Order of things

Is not in Reafon or Nature manageable by fuch a Law, which is moft

excellently adequated and proportioned to things fully fetled.
Therefore, befides that Law which the Divine Wildom, Power, and
Goodacfs hath fixed in Nature fully ftatuminated , we muft alfo luppofe a
- : -, Law
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Law and Order of the Divine Wildom , not rigoroufly bound either to
fecond Caules or prefent ftated Methods in the firlt production of things,
And this the due Confideration of the difterent nature of the ftate of
things 7z fieri and in facto effe, will eafily perfwade, that the moft wife

God that hath eftablifhed a fixed, regular, ordinary Law in things already :

fetled, which he rarely departs from; yet ufed another kind of order,
namely, the regiment of his own Will and Wildom, and if I may with
humility fpeak it , a di¢tatorian power, more accommodatc to the firlt:
produétion of things. -And thus much for the comparifon between the
Mofaical and Philofophical Theories touching things, and the great

‘advantage and preference of the former, as moft {uitable to the true

nature , ttate, and reafon of things. And now I draw towards a con-
clufion of this long Difcour(e, and fhall therefore in the laft place give
an account of thofe Confeétaries , Confequences , and Corollaries which
are evidently deducible from this Confideration of the Origination of
Mankind by the immediate Efficiency of this Supreme Intelligent Being,
Almighty God: and indeed, principally for the {ake of thefe Conle-
quences and Corollaries hath all been written that precedes in this Book,
and it is the Scope, End, and Ule of the whole Book, which I fhall
abfolve in the next Chapter.

CAP. VIL

A Colleétion of certain evident and profitable Confequences from this
Confideration , ‘That the firft Individuals of Humane Nature bad
their Original from a Great, Powerful, Wife , Intelligent Being.

Now come to that upon which I had my Eye from the firft Line that

was written touching this Subje& , namely, the Confequences and
Illations that arife from this great Truth contained in thefe Conclu-
tions.

1. That Mankind had an Original of his Being ex won genitis,

2. That this Origination of Mankind was neither cafual, nor meerly
natural. - : ‘

3. That the Efficient of Man’s Origination, was and is an Intelligent
Efficient of an incomparable Wifdomand Power. ’ :

Firft therefore, we have here a moft evident, fenfible, and clear
convicion of a Deity, and a confirmation of Natural Religion, which
conlifts principally in the aeknowledging of Almighty God to be a moft
perfec Eternal Being, of infinite Wildom, Goodnefs, and Power, and
a due habitude of Mind, Life, and Pra&ice, arifing from that Prin-
ciple. . ,
pIt: hath been commonly obferved , that the particular or inftituted
Religions fince the Creation have had their Proofs by Miracles, which
were as it were the Credentials to {ubdue the Minds of Men to . affent
to it. Thus the inftituted Religion of the Fews, given by the hand of
tMofes, was-confirmed by the great Mira:}es done by God by the hzmdf
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of Mofes, in Egypt and in the Wildernefs: and the Chriftian Religion had
its Confirmation by the Miracles of Chrift and his Apoftles, who did
wonderful things, beyond the reach and power of created Agents or
Adivities, which were therefore Miracles ; fuch as were governing of
‘the Winds and Seas, healing of the Sick by a touch or word, raifing
the Dead, ¢r.

But it is farther faid, That Almighty Ged never ufed Miracles to
evidence the truth of his own Exiftence, Power, Wifdom, Goodnefs
or for the eftablifhing of Natural Religion, or the confuting of Atheifm,

Bue I take it, that there are really as many Miracles for the evincing
of the truth of Natural Religion, vzz. the Exifting of Almighty God,
as there are Works in Nature: For although it be a great truth, that
the Laws of Nature, as the Pofitions of the Heavenly and Elementary
Bodies, their Motion, Light, Influence, Regularity, Pofition , propagation
of Vegetables, Animals, Men, and the whole Occonomy of the Univerfe
is by the Divine Wifdom, Power, and Goodnefs fetled in a regular courfe 5
fo that now we call things Natural , and Works and Laws and Order
of Nature; and being fo fetled and fixed, ceale to be Miracles : yet in
their firft Inftitution and Conftitution, they were all, or many, Miracles,
Works exceeding the ativity of any created or natural power, and
accordingly ought to be valued, and really are fo; and it is nothing elfe
but their commonnefs, and our inadvertence and grofs negligence, that
hinders the actual eftimate of them as great and wonderful Miracles :
As I have often faid, if at this moment all the Motions of the Heavenly
Bodies fhould ceafe, or there fhould be a general ftop of the Propagation
of Animals, Vegetables, or Men, if Mens Reafon fhould generally fail
them, and for the moft part they fhould become like Brutes , if the Light
of the Sun were darkned , or the great Luminous or Planetary Bodies
fhould bulge and fall foul one upon the other, or that diforder or con-

. fufion fhould generally fall upon the Works of Nature, and break that
excellent Order that now obtains among them, we fhould be full of
admiration of fuch a Change, and account them Miraculous: And the
reafon is, becaufe the fenfe of the Change is at prefent incumbent upon
us , and we cannot choofe but take notice of them as ftrong, unufual,
miraculous Prodigies : When all this while Natures courfe holds regularly,
the Wonder and Miracle is ten times greater in the ftate of things as
they now ftand, than it would be infuch a difcompofare of Nature. The
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Motion, and Light, and Pofition, and Order of the Heavenly and Ele-
mentary Bodies 1s a greater Evidence of the Divine Power that put
‘them and keeps them in Motion , than if they all refted. Anditis a
greater Miracle that a Man was conflituted upon the Earth, that he
hath a powergiven him to propagate his kind, that helives ordinarily
, fucha portion of timein the World, that he hath the ufe of Reafon and
Underftanding y I fay there is more of Miracle in it, than in the want
of it: Only there are thefe three things that abate the value of it among
‘Men, 1. The commonnefs of the benefit and wonder renders the Ob.
fervation thereof little. 2. Mankind is negligent in improving his
Obfervation, he never rubs the Corn out of the Ear, and fo by inadver-
tence , {upinencfs , and negligence, fuffers things of this nature to flip
away without notice. 3. We rarely carry things to their Qriginal, blx;t
‘ . take
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take them as we find them s whereas if we did as by a Clew follow the
Works of Nature to their Original, we fhould find the Divine Omnipo- .
tence and infinite Wifdom at the upper end of the Chain, and the Worms
them(elves no other than Miracles in their firft conftitution. He thag
confiders the admirablenefs of the Frame of Humane Nature, cfpeciall
of his intelle@ual power , and that is but acquainted with himfelf, wij]
without arrogance or vain-glory conclude that Man is the moft admi-
table Creature that this lower World affords, a Creature to which ali
the vifible Creatures of this lower World feem in 1 great meafure to
point at, astheir End. And therefore if the firft Individuals, the com-
mon Parents of Mankind were at fome one time conftituted , there was
a very great deal of Power, Wifdom, and Intelligence employed to the
making up of {uch a Piece as this : If we fee an excellent Picture to the

“Life, or a Statue, there will not need much Rhetorick or Logick to

periwade or evince, that furely it was not done without an excellent,
knowing, and intelligent Artift. And certainly that Efficient, who
cver he was that did at firft compofe and make up the admirable Sery.
Gure of the Humane Body, all the Organs, Nerves, Veins, Arteries,

- Vifcera, Bones and other Integrals thereof; that endowed it with the

Faculties of a vegetable and fenfible Nature, that gave him a realonable
intelleCtual felf-moving Soul , with all its fubordinate Faculties; that fo
ftrangely and ftupendioufly united two fuch different Eflentials of a
reciprocal and intelleGual nature, was fome intelligent Being , and fuch
an intelligent Being that was not only of a far more admirable Wifdom
and Power than Man, now the beft of the vifible Creatures, appears to
be; but of fuch an excefs of Wildom and Power,as cannot be found in any
known Being, befides him that we call Almighty God.

And if any Man fhall fay, as needs he muft, that furely it muft be
granted, that he was of a Power and Wifdom far more excellent and
perfect than that Work he thus made; but how arc we fure ghat he
muft be God ¢ May it not be fome Being that admirably furpafleth the
perfection of Humane Nature, and yet may it not be fomething lefs than
wfinite , lomewhat inferior to God), may it not be fome Angel, fome
feparated Intelligence ¢ To this I fay, 1. That Man that can be forced
by this Work to acknowledge an Intelligent Being tranfcendently beyond
the Power and Wifdom of a Man, a Power that he never faw, but
only colleted from the eminence of an Effe& which {urpaffeth the activity
of any Being that he hath ever feen with his Eyes; a Being that ad@s by
choice, eleétion, and intention: I fay, that Man that can once admjt
an invifible Being of an efficiency equal tofuch a Work, hath broken the
ftrength of Atheifmy fince whatfoever can be alledged to evince fuch
an Exiftence, as the Objection fuppofed doth, may be alledged efficacioufly

o prove the Exiftence of a God firce all that can be faid for the Exiftence

of the former, that and much more may and muft be faid and granted
for the Exiftence of the latter, namely, God. 2. But again, fince the
meafure of any Man’s conception touching the infinite,, fovereign ex-
cellence of an Efficient muft needs be the excellence of the Work , if
therefore a Man doth not, cannot know any more admirable created
Exiftence than him(lf, he cannot expect a greater Evidence of 2 more
tranfcendent Power, Wifdom, or Goodnefs, than he that was the

Efficient
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Efficient of fuch a Being as himfelf is: *Tis poffible he may fuppofe fome
more excelleat Inhabitants of the Heavenly Bodies than he himfelf is,
but this is more than he knowss and ’tis true the Sun and Stars are

oodly beautiful Bodies, but he doth not know that they are any more
than fiery Balls, that naturally give light and heat: but as he hath no
cvidence, fo he hath no evident reafon to fatisfie, that they are animate,
much lefs intelleGual ; and confequently, for any thing a Man knows he
himfelf is incomparably a more excellent Being than they: it is true,
they laft longer, and fo doth a piece of Marble , T fpeak not.to difparage
thole beautiful Beings , but to enforce the Argument ad hominem ; that
to the firft formation of a living Intelligent Nature there is as great a
Power requifite and confpicuous , as to the formation of the nobleft
Creature that we fec or know: And I fhould not queftion , but that that
Power and Wiidom which were equal to the firft formation of the Rea-
fonable Nature , were equal to the formation and efficiency of the Sun
or the brighteft Star in Heaven. Since therefore I can judge of the
meafure or excefs of the Power and Wifdom of any Efficient by the
noblenefs and value of the Effe¢t, and I know not any fenlible Being of
greater worth , value, and wonder than Man; 1 have reafon to believe
that he that firft formed Man is a Being of the greateft and moft tran-
{cendent Power, Wifdom, and Goodnefs that is imaginable s and that
Being which I have reafon to believe to be of the greateft Power, Wil-

dom and Goodnefs, I have reafon to believe to be Almighty God, whois -

Optimus Maximns,  And if it be faid that the conviction by this Argu-
ment is fo much the more infirm, becaufe I fee daily that Man begets
a Man, and {o the efficiency no more proves the Exiftence.of God, than
it proves the Father to be God that begets a Son of his own likenefs and
[fpecies ; 1 fay the Inftance is fo far ffom weakning the Inference, that it
rather enforceth it: For the firft formed Parents of Mankind were allo
endued with this generative power, by virtue of that firlt efficiency upon
the firft individual pair of Mankind; fo that the generative power in
Man is but an effect of that redundance of Power that was in the firft
Efficient of the Humane Nature: Indeed if any Man, or all the Men in
the World could conftitute a Man in any other way than by natural
propagation , it were an Inftance that would {ufficiently confute the In-
ference.  But the generative power and faculty being but a part of that
admirable effe@ that was wrought in the formation of the Humane
Nature, it rather advanceth, thanany way depreciateth the Power and
Wifdom of the firft Efficient of Mankind, that he was formed together
with fuch a power of propagating his kind. _
2. From hence we learn not only that there is a God, but in fome
mealuire we learn what he is.  As this Work, the primitive Effeion of

the Humane Nature, could never be effeéted but by an Intelligent Being, -

{o when we fee fucha Work as this, we cannot choole but acknowledge
that he is tranfcendently wife, tranfcendently powerful , tranfcendently
good 5 that fuch was his Power and Wildom, appears by his Work , and
that fuch was his Geodnels, appears, in that freely without any motive
or advantage to himfelf he formed this excellent creature Man; it was
but to communicate his abundant Goodnefs, and to give Being to an

Intelligent Nature that might be capable of the participation of hiis
Good-
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Geodnefs and Bounty comimen(urate to his nature.’: We alio leavn, that
as he made an Intelligent Being , fo he-is a Tranfcendent Intelligané-
H¢ that made the Eye, [ball he mot fee 7. 1t i3 very. true, the perception of
Senfe is the lowelt kind of perception ;: and.the perception of rational and

difcurfive Intellection is of* a higher rank than the perception of Scnles

the Intuitive perception is nobler than that of Ratiocination; bur the
perception, if I may ufe that word, in Alinighty God is of a tranfeendent
perfection above all thele, and includeth them aliy buc not under thole
allayes that render other kind of perceptions lefs perfect ;- He fees and
hears and knows, without an Eye, without an'Ear, without an Object,
He that could create an Intellectual Being, doth moft perfectly underifand

and know, for he could net be deftitute-of any perfection whercof an -

incorporeal Being could be capable; -and fince he made a Being capable
of Intelligence, certainly he had a gréater and more perfect Intelligence.
And here I cannot choofe but re-mind fome things again that I have
formerly intimated, viz, 1. That thofe that go abour to attribute the
Origination of Mankind to a bate Otder ‘or Law of Nature, as the pri-
mitive EffeCtor thereof, {peak that which is perfectly irrational and
unintelligible: for although a Law or'Rule is the Method and Order by

‘which an Intelligent Being may act, yet a Law or Rule or Order is a
" dead, unactive, uneffective thing of it felf, without an Agent that ufeth

it, and exercileth it as his Rule and Method of A&ion. What would
a Law fignifie in a Kingdom or State, unlefs there were fome Perfon or
Society of Men that did exercife, and cxecute, and judge, and determin,
and act by it or'according toit¢ And thercfore A7iffotle, in the Books
de Adundo attributed to him, though in the defeription” of God , as to the
conftancy of his working., he ftile him NSuoc~ Lex equabiliter in wis fufs,
nec tranfpofitionem nec correitionem wllam recipiens ,  prastantior & ﬁr”;;'ar
omnibus qus in tabulis defevipte contineantwr, Yet he refts not in that de-
feription, but tells us that he is a Being that aéts by Empirc and Com-
mand and Will : Quod i navi gubernator, in currs auriga , in choro precen-
tor, incivitate lex, in exercitu imperator , hoc idems in mundo Dews.  So that
to the effecting of the Humane Nature a bare independent Law is in-
competent , buc there muft be an Intelligent Being, whofe Will that
Rule and Law which we call Nacure is.” 2. Thatalthough the Manncr
and Method that the Divine Power and Wildom ufed in the fir(t for-
mation and effecting of the Humane Nature, is not cognofcible by the
Light of Nature, without Divine Revelation, becaule none bur Al-
mighty God was acquainted with or prelent at that Work, and his Power
and Wifdom might ufe various Orders or Methods in its firlk effection:
yet the Conclufion , that this Work, whatever particular Method it had

for its effection, was the Work of a moft powerful , intelligent , wife -

Being , acting by Intellection, Will, and Intention, isa Truth apparencly
evident to the Lighe of Nature and Reafon, and as infallible a Demon-
ftration of a Deity, as if a Man could have been prefent and feen the
Work done; as I 'do moft rationally conclude an excellent Watch ox

~other Awtomaton was the work of an intelligent Axtilt, though [ do not

know the particular manner how he made it, unlefs I am particularly
informed thereof by him. - L - , :
3. From hence we learn ; that the Divine Providence extends o this
o lower
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lower World and all the things thercia, and is not only confined to
things above the Moon, as Arzffetle would have it. _ ‘
He that condefcended to the effection not only of Man, but of all the
Animals of this lower World, certainly had a regard to them, and would
" not leave them without the regiment of his Providence, which were
the Works of his own immediate' Power and Will, .
It is true, the ordinary regiment of the Divine Providence in things
natural is ordinarily managed by this regular and ordinary Law of Nature
whereof we have fpoken before. But yet he deals not by the World,
as I deal by my Watch; when I have wound it up I take no more care
of it, but it moves according to the regular compofure of it; but he
communicates a general Influence to it, whereby it is fupported in its
Being and Order; and as he manifefted a more fpecial care in the fa-
fhioning of Man, fo he affords him a fpecial Providence in his regi-
ment. . , .
4. From hence we learn, not only the Original of thofe admirable
- Faculties in Man, efpecially of the light of his Underftanding and the
liberty of his Will, whereby he refembles bis Maker; but alfo from
whence he had that Intelleétual Soul , ;pot out of the Matter whereof his

nfgb e.fr extraction,, namely, by Creation he breathed into him the breath
of Life. ) , :

5. From hence we learn to be confirmed not only in the Notion of
the Immortality of the Soul, but in fome meafure the reafon of it: It
was a created Spiritual Nature, infufed into him by the Almighty effi-
ciency and infufion of God. : '

6. From hence we learn, that Mankind is of kin to both Worlds, the
Celeftial and Elementary , nexus wrrinfgue mundi, capable of a felicity
beyond the extent of this inferior World, _ .

7. From hence we alfo learn from whence thefe common Notions,
efpecially of the Exiftence of a God, and thefe anticipations of fome
Moral Principles of the Veneration of God , Righteoufne(s, and Juftice
are cvidently to be found in the generality of Mankind 5 (but where they
are impaired by corrupt Cuftoms or Education) from whence thole
Operations of the natural Confcience are dilcernible in moft Men ante-
cedent to any Inftruction or Education, the original of thofe common
Notions that more immediately concern the Intelleive Faculty, and

* Moral Inclinations that more immediately concern the Volitive Faculty,

feem to be two 5 the firft more primitive and radical in the Soul, the -

fecond not altogether (o radical and primitive, yet fuch as have alfo a
natural connexion with and to the Soul.  Firft therefore as to the firft
~of thefe: The Soul of Man, as it came out of the hands of the Glorious
God, fo it had engraven in it thefe Impreflions and Charaéers of fome
great and intellective Principles and rational Propenfions, that ferve
fecretly to dire& and incline him to thefe common Notions and Senti-
ments. So that whether the Souls of the Defcendents from Adum

_ were traduced from him, or whéther they are immediately crea-

ted and infuled by God, (a Difpute not fealonable in this place ) yet
thole real Characters, Imprefions, and rational Noemars and Inftincts
(though weakned by the Fall, and the contracted Corruption of Humane

: : Nature)

T ———

CorForeal and Animal Nature was conftituted, but of a higher and

Nature) are brought with us into the World, and grow up with us,
whereby Mankind hath not only thofe great excellencies of his Facul-
ties , Underftanding and Will , but a certain congenit ftock of Rational
Tendencies and Sentiments engraven and lodged in his Soul, which if

- duly attended and improved, are admirable helps to the perfe@ing and*

advancing of a Rational Life. And therefore, as the Divine Goodnefs
did not only give the Faculties of Senfe and Perception to the Senfitive
and Animal Nature, but alfo lodged in their fenfitive Souls certain con-
natural and congenit fenfitive Inftincts (not acquired by Experience,
but congenit with them) whereby they aredire@ted and inclined to what
is conducible to the fenfitive good of their Senfitive Nature; fo the

Rational Nature is furnithed with certain congenit Notions, Inclinations,

and Tendencies born with him, but improved and perfected by the
exercifc of Reafon and Obfervation, whereby he is inclined and directed
antecedently to the good of a Reafonable Life or Nature. :
Thefe differences feem to be in thofe congenit Inclinations and In--
ftin¢ts of Animals and Men, 1. In the nature of them, thofe antici-
pations that are in Animals are meerly fenfible ; thofe in Men intellectual,
moral, and fuitable to the Operations of a reafonable Being. 2. In their
end, thofe of Animals are only in order to a fenfible good, and the regi-
ment of a fenfual Life; thofe in Men are directed to the ufe and benefic
of a rational Life, and not only fo, but in order to the acqueft of a
fupcrnatural and eternal Life. 3. Inas much as the Senfible Nattire is
not endued with Intellection and Will, and therefore not properly capable
of a Law in the true and formal nature of a Law s therefore thofe In-
ftincts that are lodged in their nature, are meerly Inclinations, or natural
Propenfions, or Biafles : But the Humane Nature being endued with
Intellection, Reafon, and Liberty, and therefore capable of a Law in its
true propriety and formal nature; thofe rational Propenfions and Incli-
nations in the Humane Nature, are lodged in him by the great Governour
and Law-giverof Heaven and Earth, per modum legis obligantis ; and the
infition and engraving of thofe Notions, Propenfions, and rational Ten-
dencies are in nature of a promulgation of that Law, the infcription
thereof in their Hearts, and means, helps, and affiftances to their ob-
fervance thereof. And herein lies the true Root of the Obligation of the
natural Law and natural Confciences, fo excellently decyphered by the
Apoftle in the two firft Chapters of the Epiftle to the Romans ; and this
I call thie primitive and radical Infition of the Law of Nature in the Soul,
2. But belides this primitive Infition, there is a fecondary yet natural
Infition of the Law of Nature in the humane Soul, which expands and
improves it [elf as the exercife of Reafon increafeth ; which is a certain’
congruity berween the Faculties of the Soul, the Intelle@ and Will,
and thofe Truths of indi(putable importance in the Underftanding, efpe-

cially that of the Exiftence and Regiment of Almighty God, and thofe

moral Sentiments of Good and Evil that in their difcovery concern
immediately the Underftanding or Syaserefis, but in their exercife concern
more immediately the Will: That as we fee by a certain connatural
congruity between the vifive Faculty and the vifible Object, and as we raft
by a connatural congruity between the Faculty and the Obje& of Taft;
fo there is a connatural congruity between the intellettive and volitive

' ‘ 1z Facultics
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Faculties in the Soul, and thofe communia moemata of thefe great impor-
tant Truths both intellective and moral, whereby the Soul perceives, and
relitheth, and tafteth true and good , and inclines to it,

8. From the Conlfideration of this Effection of Man by the Power
and Goodnef(s and Wifdom of the glorious God, we have the difcovery
of that infinite obligation of Duty, Love, and Gratitude of all Mankind
unto Almighty God. To give a benefit to a Being already exifting,
carries in it an Obligation of the perfon benefited to his Benefactor, juxra
medum & menfiram beneficis. But God Almighty is the Benefacor of Man-
kind in the greateft imaginable amplitude and comprehenfion: he gave
him Being, the vafteft and moft unlimited Gift, and he gave him fuch a
Being , o advanced, fo excellent, and perfe&t, and accommodate with
all the conveniences that his nature was poflibly capable of 5 and al-
though Man wilfully threw away a great meafure of his Happinefs, yet
he hath ftill fo much left as binds him to an eternal Gratitude and Duty
to God, both as his Maker and as his Benefactor: and the Pofterity of
tAdam hath flill continued upon them the fame reafon of Duty and
Gratitude: I fhall not here, as I faid, enter imo the Confideration of
the propagation of the Humane Nature. If the Soul of every perfon
propagated be created and infufed by God, then every perfon feems
related unto Almighty God in a way little different from that of the firft

- formed Man: Bur if the Soul be alfo propagated as Light or Fire from
. Fire or Light, by a kind of Irradiation from the Soul of the firft Man,

yet ftill we are all his Off-(pring , every Man owes more of his Being to
Almighty God than to his natural Parents, whole very Propagative
Faculty was at firft given to the Humane Nature by the only virtue,
efficacy, and energy of the Divine Commiffion and Inftitution, and the
Parents of our Naturc are but vicaria infiramenta Numinis , in the propa-
gation and formation of our Nature.

9. From hence we learn the true Foundation, and Root, and Extent
of that Subjection that the Created Nature owes to Almighty God,
namcly, on the part of Man there is dependence upon God , as the root
and fupport of his exiftence, there is the obligation of love, gratitude,
and duty, as to his greatelt and moft fovereign Benefactor: But this is
not all the foundation of Subjection on the part of Man, and Authority
on the part of God, but there are certain radical foundations of the
Divine Authority and Sovereignty over Man; namely, 1. A right of
Propriety, nothing can be more a Man’s own than that which he gives
a Being to: But the propriety that any Man can have in what he makes,
is ftill limited and qualified; firft, becaufe he is not himfelf his own,
he owes his Being to God, and therefore without the help of Divine
Indulgence his acquefts are like the acquefts of a Scrvant, acquirit domino,
And befides, the Matter is not his own, whatfoever he makes, he makes
out of that Matter that was not his own : But the propriety that Al-
mighty God acquires in his Creatures is abfolute, becaule he himfelf is
a Supreme and Sovereign Efficient, none is above him; and becaufe the
Matter out of which he effected Man and all Corporeal Exiftences was
perfectly his own, it was Matter of his own making. 2. A right of abfolute
Dominion and Sovereignty over his Creaturc; where the property is
circumfcribed, limited, or qualified, the dominion is fo too s {mtl an

‘ ablolute
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ablolute (overeign property carries with it an abfolute fovereign domi-
nion in the Proprictor. 3. An infinite irrefiftible power to exert the
right of his Dominion according to his Will: The two former Conlfide-
rations give him a fovereign authority over his Creature, 2 right, jus
difponends ; but authority or right being divided from power to execute®
that authority and exact obedience to it is lame, but the glorious God
‘hath pot only an abfolute right of propriety and dominion over his
Creature ; “but an infinite irre(iftible power to rule, order, and difpofe it
according to his Will:  Almighty God tells us, Ferem. 18. that as
the Clay is in the Potter’s hand, fo are Mankind in his hand, yea
and in a far greater fubordination and fubjection to his Powery the
power of the Potter over his Clay is a finite limited power, we fee in
the fame place it refifted and difappointed his intention by itsuntractable-
nefS: But the power of God over his Creature is an infinite power, he
that by his power made him in an inftant, can in an inftant diflolve
or annihilate him: And yet this infinite Power of God is under the
management of a moft wile,and holy,and pure, and gracious Will; and
therefore though his Propriety be abfolute, his Dominion boundlefs, his
Power infinite, yet the exercife of his Dominion and Power is full of
Goodnefs , fuitable to the moft perfect nature of God: £ am God, and not
man , therefore ye fons of Jacob are not confumed, Here therefore we have
that grear Queftion among fome of the Ancients fatisfactorily anfwered,
namely, What is the Root of all Obligation in Mankind, whence comes
the Obligation in the Confciences of Meri , what is it that binds Men
to keep their Faith, their Promifes¢ It is the Law and Command of
him that hath fovereign Authority to command, and infinite Power to
exact Obedience, and to punith the want of it all other foundations
of Obligation are but weak and deficient without this, or in comparifon
to it. »
ro. In this Hiftory of the primitive ftate of Man, and his defection,
we have the Solution of that great Quefitum that troubled the ancient
Philofophers, efpecially the Stai:%.r, namely, Whence or how came it to
pafs,_that not only that great diforder happens in things of this World,
clpecially in the nature and practices and cuftoms of Mankind, fome
would have it from Matter, fome from one thing , fome from another -
we fee here a plain Solution of the Qusre, That it came not from God,
no nor from Matter, but by the defection and difobedience of the firft
Man , which breught Death into the World, and Sin and Corruption
and Depravation and Diforder into the Humane Nature, and brought
diforder and difcompelire upon the greateft part of this lower World 5
which as it was principally made for the fervice of Man, fo it fuffered
a great Concuffion and Breach by the Dilobedience and Apoftacy of
Man: and from this unhappy root arifeth all the Diforders and Confu-
fions in the humane World; for although the Fall of Man did ncicher
alter the effential Conftituents of Mankind, nor wholly raze out the
Engravings of thofe common Notions, Sentiments, and rational In-
ftincts that were in them; yet it did in a great meafure impair and
weaken them, and brought'in a very great deordination and difcom-
pofure, fetting up the lower Faculties in rebellion againft the (operior
fo that the wiler and more morate part of Mankind were forced to fer up
. Lz 2 Laws
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Laws and Punifhments, to keep the generality of Mankind in fomme
tolerable order. '

11. This reafonablenels, congruity, and confonancy to common Light

and Reafon in the Hypothefis of the Formation of the Worldand Mankind,
and the great preference that it hath above thofe Inventions of the ancient
Philofophers touching the fame; the admirable Solution of many of
thofe difficulties which are hereby [olved , doth give a very great valuation
and efteem to the truth and Divine Authority of the Scriptures. 1t is
true, their Authority is above the contribution of Humane Reafon , or
any Suppliesit can bring either to its Truth or Authority : but yet when
a Man fhall fee fo great a clearnels and plainne(s and realonablenefs in
the Holy Scripture touching this great Truth, {o many difficulties and
abfurdities thereby avoided, fo great a fuffrage and atteftation of Reafon
and common evidence bearing witnefs to this Truth, and to fuch a
Truth as could never be at firft particularly difcovered without Divine
Revelation, yet being difcovered, carries in it nothing of abfurdity,
but a fingular congruity both to it felf in the feveral parts of it, and to
the common Realon. ' :
- It is true, a great though a Minifterial and Humane Suffrage to the
truth and excellency of the Holy Scriptures, ftrengthens our Faith, which
God knows ftands in need of all the contributions that may be, to bear
up our Souls againft that root of Infidelity that is in us; and may be
inftrumental and preparative to bring thofe to the belief and veneration
of the Seriptures who are without, and hardly perfwadible, but by thofe
media that bear a congruity to their natural Light and Reafon,

12, And therefore we have infinite reafon to blefs and magnifie the
gracious God, that hath lent us his Holy Scriptures to inform us in
things to be believed and to bedone, and to contain and preferve us 77ff4
cancellos certituainis. ‘The Lord knows, and we cannot choofe but daily
obferve in our felves a ftrange mobility and inftability in our Imagina-
tive and Intelletive Faculty, roving after every thing and in many things
that we know, and much more in things we know not, framing ftrange
Chimera’s, finding out many Inventions, was the firft effe of the

~ departure of Mankind from a revealed Truth, and fearching after un-

known and forbidden Knowledge. v
And this hath been the courlc and walk and difeafe of our reftlefs,
moveable, unftable, Mercurial Brains ever fince in matters of Philofophy,
in matters of Religion: The merciful and wife God therefore, to keep
in and regulate the extravagant and witle(s Spirit of Man, and to give
us the clear knowledge of things neceflary and ufeful, and to prefcribe
and fix bounds, and banks, and limits to our moveable, unftable, and
- unfixed Minds , hath given us thefe Sacred Oracles both to enlighten and
informus, and to fix and centain us within the bounds and limits of Truth
and Sebriety.
13. I have before touched fomething concerning a common Tradition

that might obtain in the generality of Mankind , concerning the Origi- -

nation of the World and Man; and here we may find a reafonable difcovery
of [omething touching the root of this Tradition, namely, the Holy
Scriprures, efpecially that of Genefis; for we find very much , among
the ancieat Heathen efpecially, touching the Creation of the World , ;bc

‘ : Obfer-

Cap. 7. Mankind and the Univerfe. 357

Obfervation of the Seventh Day, the Flood , Nvab and his three Sons,

~ though by other Names; and divers other things, whercin though they

mingle fome of their own wild Notes, yet they bear a great analogy to
the Relations in the Scriptures, and feem borrowed from them , or from
the Hebrews, to whom that great Treafure of the Scriptures was com:»
mitted.  And if a Man confider how many Opportunities there were for

the communication of the Fewi/b Learning to the reft of Mankind, even

in the ancient times, efpecially to the Eg{{ﬁam, with whom they long

dwelt, and with whem Selwmon was joyned in affinity ; (o the Babylonians

and Chaldeans during their Captivity there to the Grecians, by the inter-

courfe they had with them after the breaking of the Perfien Monarchy:

it will render it an eafie Suppefition, that much of the Fewifb Learning

was derived to many of the learned Heathen , though they oftentimes

mingled with it fome Conceptions of their own: Plato and divers other

Gresians borrowed much of their traditional knowledge from the

fi]ftiam and they from the Hebrews. Vide Selden. de Fure Gentinm, che.

16,1, cap. 2,

14. Since Man in his firft Original is the Work of the moft wife
intelligent Being , it is evident that Almighty God in this effe@ion of
Man did intend an end and fcope of this Work: an iatelligent Agent
alts ex intentione ¢ woljtione , and therefore propofeth in his Work an
end or purpofe in it, and the delignation of an end in working is the
great perfection of anintelligent Agent:  Agents that are fimply Natural,
or that arc directed but by implanted Inftinéts , a& by a kind of neceffity
of Nature, their aivity and vigour putting it felf forth not by choice
or election, but driven by the activity of their nature. And although
it is vifible that all, even the moft necefflary operations of unintelligent
Caules in the World, are direéted unto certain excellent ends, yet the
election of and direction to thele ends is not in thofe neceflary and
natural Caules themfelves s but is in that intelligent Efficient that in-
tended and defigned that end, and endowed the natural Agent with
thofe active Faculties or Powers which might be proper and ferviceable
to fuch ends, and mancipated or bound to them certain Inftinéts and
natural Motions fubfervient to thofe ends. As in things that are artifi-
cial , my Watchgives me an account of the Hour of the Day, that is the
end thereof; but it is an end not defigned or intended by the Watch,
but of the Artift that made ir.

And although in fenfible Creatures there feems to be an Image of
Intelligence,, and they move more perfeély to their feveral ends of their
feveral operations ; as in choice and eating of their food to preferve their
individual nature , in generation to preferve their {pecifical nature, yet
the truth is, thofe defignations of the ends of thefe operations, and the
furnifhing them with inftinés in order thereunto, is due ftill to that

~ Intelligent Being , namely, the glorious God , which hath by his Wifdom

determined thele fenfible Creatures to thefe ends, and by thefe means, in
the firft inftitution of their natures. ' .

15. And upon the fame reafon it follows, That fince Almighty God
is the Maker and Efficient of Man, it is not only reafonable and juft,
but natural,, and in a manner neceflary, that the defignation of Man to
his end fhould belong to him that was his Efficient. And tlllrirefor'e

: although
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intelligent Being, that Efficient of Mankind hath
?lt!é%ux%[l;rgh:t{l]igrtzmegclgteBe%ng, endue:i him with Wlll > Whereby he is
!ma manner Dominus fuarum aétiomwm , and a kind of Image of his
;\rlllaker; yet he is not the Lord and difpofer of his own end ; for though

iMan be made an intelligent and free Agent, and therefore in thofe

i imfelf he hath the priviledge of an intelli-
3?“;“}5\ del;: n;ggi)rggé?mgs his end to himlfelf in thofe actions: yet he
g:s no% the’ Efficient of himfelf, and therefore cannot roportion to
l:‘;mfelf the end of his Being , but that belongs only to that intelligent
Efficient that gave him his Being 5 and therefore that Efficient can only
be the Propounder of that end which is commenfurate to his Being. "

16. Since Almighty God is not only an Intelligent Agen_t,rbut the
higheft , moft wife, powerful , and perfe&t Caufe; and fince it eerrflsht_o
begmoﬁ’ fuitable to (50!1 a wiﬁi Being to pro rtlgna;?u;hgfe?l:!; ‘% b ;{s

i eafure fuitable to the worth and v ,
Xl%r%z::rel ‘S[Tg 1ns1 the work and effection of God, and nobleft wo:ikdof
his that we fee in this inferior World, we have jult reafon t? cgnc g‘ e,
That Almighty God made Man for fome end, and for fome fuch e\x;v a;
may bear a proportion to the nature, condition, and quality of the Wor
it felf. : 7 vellivent

to be but two ways to know the end that an intelliger
Agzrl:: r;rg;ec;‘mds in any action o? work, 1. The firft is p]amh, exphcilt,
and clear, wiz. When that Agent reveals and dilcovers Wdathls tl e
end he intends in the work he doth: and thus it hath pleafed ¢ ekg 0-
 rious God to acquaint us in the Holy Scriptures, that his intent in n;aﬁ!ng
Man was his own Glory , and to make Man a Veflel of ever al 1(;1g
Happinefs. But becaufe in this place we are only making mf'tclllm de-
duétions from the effection of I\ilan by Gor'jlzhl ﬂ]fglrleri;e: F::oggni ; E;atégln
; its proper place. 2. Therefo : -
i):.éggl f(o)g l::::utr:l ltanﬁ rgaforfable Confequences from the nature odf t}l:'e
Efficient , and the worth, value, or condition of the Effect; afp this
medinm tl;ough it be not fo clear, particular, and explicit as the orfmf;]r,
et it doth give us fome account touchm%ﬁt!xe nature and !nndlo(_t €
an that is probably propounded by the Efficient: but touching the fame

in the next Chapter.

C AP. VIIL

‘ Engiry tosching the End of the Formation of Man, fo far
'Afztﬁzc ﬁ%'{nay be ‘%ollefied by Natural Light and Ratiocina-

tion.

. N . . ' d
‘ 7 fily obferve in general in the Works of Nature, an
.\; Eirtxn g;;lga?ticular thgreof, three kinds of admirable Ac-

commodations. ) .
The firft is, the Accommodation of every thing to the common beauty

i i Uni : Asi i iece of Landskip there
and itegrity of the Univerfe: Asina curious picce of p cre
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.are orderly interfperfed Clouds, and Trees, and Flowers, and Rivers;,

and Houles, and Arches, and Ships , and Fifh playing , and Birds of
feveral kinds, fome flying, fome {wimming , fome perching, yea various
Flies and Worms and Tnfeéts » and all contribute to the beauty and orna-
ment and variety of the entire piece, though each hath a particular
beauty of its own: So in this great and glorious Frame of the Univerfe
not only the Celeftial Bodies, but all the Animals and Vegetables, even
to the lealt Fly, or Worm, or Flower, or Herb, contribute to the beauty,
glory, ornament, and variety of the whole; and make up one common
demonttration of the admirable Wifdom of that great God, that made
it valde bosum, ;

Aad certainly under this Confderation it is apparently evident, that
Man contributes no (mall portion of beauty and ornament to this goodly
Frame of the Univerfe: For if-we fhould {uppofe that all the Integrals
of the inferior Werld were as now they are, only deftitute of the Crea-
ture called Man, it would foon appear that it wanted much of that
beauty, and comelinefs, and perfection which it now hath by the accef-
fion of this excellent Integral of the Univerfe; which though it hath its
refidence in the lower region thereof, yet in the common compute and
eftimate of the whole it contributes to its beauty and integrity.

The fecond Accommodarion of every thing , is to fome other part or
parts of the Univerle; and this though it may be fingle, or a refpect
only between fome one fingle part and fome other fingle part of Nature,
yet for the moft part we fhall find every thing in Nature Eath an accom-
medation unto very many other things ; the Wifdom of Almighty God
being multifaria fapientia, hath admirably evidenced it felf, in giving
almoft every thing in its nature a complexed and complicated accommo.
dation to various other things of differing kinds and natures. Thjs is
more eminently conlpicuous in the Heavenly Bodies; for Inftance, the
Sun is accommodated to the ufc and convenience of the Planetary Bodies,
and of this inferior World and of every part thereof,by his Pofition ,by his
Light, by his Heat , by his Motion it procures Generation for the reple-
nifhing of the Earth, raifeth Clouds and Vapours to irrigate and water
it, it occafioneth Winds to move and communicate thofe Irrigations,
it gives variety of Seafons, meafures of Times, and infinite more accom.
modatians to other things. If we come lower, to the Elementary
World, the Air is accommodated 25 a fit medinm for the derivation of
Light and Influence from the Celeftial Bodies it is the vehicle of the
Meteors , the means of Relpiration , the food and life of the vital and
animal Spirits, and many the like accommodations, If we confider of
Animals, we fhall find admirable accommodations in them one to ano-
ther, and efpecially to Man: the Horfe, high-fpirited, yer very docible,
fiteed for fwiftnefs , carriage, and agility, by the make of his Body, his
Neck, his Mouth, his Back, his Hoof; the Ox patient, painful , ftrong,
fitted for draught; the Camel fitted for ftrength, and a narural Saddle
for Burthen ; the Cow for yielding Milk ; the Sheep for Cloathing; the
Bealts and Birds of greateft ufe being moft commonly made tame, and
affe&ting a fpontancous fubjection to Man : among the Vegetables fome
are for Food , fome for Medicines, fome for Smell , fome for Taft: nay
that feemingly moft abject part of Nature, the Infe@s, even the worlt
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as well as_the beft of them, have their accommodation to other things;
fome for Food to the more perfect Animals, as Flies, Worms , ¢fe. lome
for Medicines both for Men and Animals; nay the very venemous Infecs

.arc accommodated to the falubrity of the Earth and Waters, collecting
the unwholfom Juyce of either into their own confiftency; and many
that are poifonous and hurtful, yet carry with them Antidotes and Re-
medies, as Vipers, Scorpions, and divers others.

Although in the lower World there are various accommodations of

things one to another, yet the chief and ultimate accommodation of
things feems principally to terminate in Man. The Grafs of the Field
is accommodate to the ufe of Animals for their food, and o are the
Infeéts for the food of Fifh and Fowl, but thefe in their laft particular
accommodation are for the food or other ufe of Man. On the other fide,
Man is accommodate to the convenience and ufe of the Vegetables and
Animals, but not in a way of Subfervience or Service, but in a way
of Regiment, Order, Empire, and Protection , which he is enabled to
exercile over the Creatures of greater ftrength and bodily force, by the
advantage of his Faculties wherein he exceeds them: Thus he is accom-
modate to the Vegetable Nature, by Planting and Husbandry; to the
Animal Nature by fubduing the unruly and hurtful, by the dilciplining
and managing the docible; by protecting the domeftick , by providing
for their wants. The accommodation of Brutes to Men is an accom-
modartion of an Inferior to a Superior ; the accommodation of Man to
Brutes is an accommodation of a Superior to an Iaferior, an accommo-
dation of Regiment and Proteétion.

The third fort of Accommodation is of every thing unto it felf ; eithes
in relation to its proper Species, by propagation of its kind 5 or in relation
to its individual nature, which is that which I principally mean to fpeak
of. We may obferve at leaft in every Animal, 1. An accommodation
of Faculties f{uitable to his nature, ufe, and convenience, which are
principally thele; Cogitation, Senfation, Phantafie or Imagination,
Appetite and power to Move it felf, though in various degrees of per-
fection. 2. That all thele Faculties are terminated in a fgnﬁtivc Life,
or Life of Senfe, and go no farther. 3. That all thofe Faculties are
exaétly fitted with Organs proportionate to their Faculties, and the fpe-
cifical perfection of them: the Organs fubfervient to the Faculties of the
meaneft Infect, are as exquifitly accommodated and fitted thereunto, a$
the Organs of a Horfe or an Elephant are accommodate to the fpecifical
Faculties of that Animal. 4. That the wife God hath proportioned
Objects of the Appetites of every Animal exaély fuitable to thofe Appe-
tites, and a connatural profecution and dexterity in the affecution of
them: {o that no natural Defire or Appetite is in vain, or notional only,
but really fitted and accommodated with an Obje& proportionable to it.
5. That every Animal hath its higheft complacency and contentment
in the attainment of the fuitable Objeck of its Appetite, and this is its
commenfurate Happinefs; the Fox, orthe Lion, or the Otter hath no
greater dextexity in the getting of his Prey, nor greater contentation
in his acqueft; than the Bee hath in getting Honey, or the Spider in
catching his Fly.

Thefe things being thus premifed , we have therein generally includ!ed

the
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the natural Method whereby we may by the Light of Nature fearch out
the true and fpecial End for which we have reafon to believe the great
and wile Efficient made Man. . . o

It is true, that fome things Man kath in common with the reft of

created vilible Beings, as that he is a corporeal Being , hath Life and

Senfation , and is a beautiful Piece of the Furniture of this lower World.
In thefe things therefore, or by them, we are not tofeek tha fpecial Ead
for which man was made; becaufe under thefe and the like Confiderations
he [eems to have a common parity with other created Beings. :

But our fearch muft be, 1. Whether there be not fome peculiarities
in the Humane Nature, fome Faculties and Powers, fomething in his
Conflitution, and fome adaptations and appropriate accommodations
therein peculiar to his nature, and of a far more advanced ufe and per-
fection than thofe of the beft of other inferior Animals: For if we find
fuch in Man, we have juft reafon to believe that the moft wife Efficient
of the Humane Nature, as he raifed Man to a greater eminence not
only of gradual but of fpecifical perfecion above the common Animal
Nature, fo he defigned a more excellent and noble End for this more
excellent and noble Work : For thus it became the greateft Wifdom, to
deflign a more noble End to that which he conftituted a more noble Being,
2. We are alfo to fearch wherein this excellency and preference of the
Humane Nature above the Animal confifts: For as the former Confi-
deration gives usa general Conclufion, That becaufe the Humane Nature
18 more excellent. than the common Animal Nature, therefore the End
or Defign of the Contftitution of the former is of a nobler kind than the
Defign of the Conftitution of the latter : So this particular Confide-
ration of the excellencies of the Humane Nature above the Animal,
gives us fome Eftimate , Crifes, or Indications what thole Ends may be
which the wife Creator intended in the making of Man, namely, luch
Ends as hold proportions to thofe cminencies and excellencies wherein
the Humane fpecifically exceeds the Animal Nature. :

Plato, though a great Affertor of the Creation of Man by the Wifdom
and Power of Almighty God, yet in his 7t Book De Legibus feems to
have too light an Expreflion concerning the End of the making of Man,
and of thole many excelléncies in the Humane Nature, namely, Homi-
nem Dei ludo effe fictum , atque id verd ipfius optimum effe. It is below the
Dignity of the Divine Wifdom, to think that he made Men, and
endued them with thofe excellent Faculties, only to behold them as a
Play or a Scorn ; er as the inconfiderate part of Mankind pleafe them-
felves with beholding of Interludes, or Cock-fighting, or Bear-baiting :
the Comical part of the Lives of Men are too full of Sin and Vanity,
and the Tragical part thereof too full of Sin and Mifery to be a delightful

Spectacle unto the pure and wife God , who certainly propounded more .

ferious Ends than fuch fot {o noble a Sttucture.

The Saying thercfore of Plato muft be underftood only analogically;
and Epicfetns may be his Scholiaft, who wifheth every Man' to remem-
ber, Te effe actorem talis fabule qualis Magistro probasa fuerit ; fi brevis,

“brevis; [i longa, longa”s fi mendicum agere te voluerit, fac eams quogue perfonams

ingeniofe reprafentes ; ita fi clawdum, fi principem, [i plebeium: hoc enim tuums
eft, datam perfonam bené effingere , eam amtem._eligere, alterius; Teaching
: Aaa us
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us by the fimilitude, thac every Man’s Station is fubjet to the Divine
Providence, ‘and every Man’s Duty is to be contented with it.

But to return to the Confideration of the fpecifical Excellence of the
Humane Nuture above the Animal Nature, and the deduction of tholc

- Ends which we may from thence reafonably conclude to be fpecifical to

him, and intended by his wife Creator, . -

‘1, It is apparent that Man is the nobleft of all the vifible Creatures,
at lealt of this inferior World, the Complement and chiefcft Ornament
thereof, without which it would bedeftitute of the moft glorious Integral
thercof : that all the vifible Creatures of this inferior World as it were con-
center in him, and are direéted to him or his ufe, as their immediate
End: that he is an Abftract or Compendinm of the greater World , as
might eafily be evidenced by the induction of particulars: that he hath
complicated in him all the excellencies of the Elementary, Vital , and
Animal Natures : that he hath fuperadded thereunto a fingular beauty,
and majefty, and ulefulnefs in the Stru&ure of his Body, the admirable
Faculties of Intelle®, Reminifcence, and Ratiocination, the Faculty of
Speech, inflitution of Signs to expre(s his inward Conceptions, Prin-
ciples , and Habits, Intellectual and Moral liberty and empire of Will,
whereby he may, if he pleale, govern his fenfitive Appetite , Paffions,
and inferior Facultics: So that he is nexus utriufyne mundi, the common
Angle wherein the higheft and nobleft of Material and Corporcal Nature
is joyned to the Spiritual and IntelleGtual. Byall which, and many more
Perfections, he is the nobleft Inftance of the Divine Power, Wifdom, and

.Goodnefs in this inferior World.

The Univerfe indeed is the great and goodly Type and Image of the
Excellency and Glery of its Creator, but it is a vaft and comprehenfive
Volume, not comprehenfible by any Underftanding but his that made it :
But this leffer World Manis a more compendious Abridgment, nearer
unto us, and more dilcoverable by us, and though yet it hath exercifed
the inveftigation of moft induftrious Minds and Searches without a full
and perfect difcovery of the leaft parc of all.its Eminencies, yet in
refpect of its vieinity and obvioulnefs to Obfervation it yields a diftin¢t
and perceprible Evidence to us of the Wifdom of its Maker, Thus the
Humane Nature objectively and paffively exhibits unto intelligent
Beings a wonderfal and admirable manifeftation of the incomparable
Wifdom, Goodnefs, Power, and Excellency of him that firft created ity
and this was one End of Almighty God in the Creation of Man. And
although it be true, that fuch is the Self-fufficiency and Happinefs of
Almighty God, that it is not capable of any acceffion by all the Inftances
of his Wifdom and Goodnefs in the Works he hath made , nor by any
Glory or Praife that from them can return unto him; yet it is not an
End unworthy of the moft perfect Being , to render his Magnificence
and Goodnefs confpicuous, and.to receive that deferved Honour and
Praile of his Works that is the juft Tribute due unto him,

2. The Divine Effential and Eternal Goodnefs is infeparable from
him, and this is the root of the Divine Beneficence, which latter though
in its effluxes and emanations it be under the regiment of his own moft
holy and wife Will, yet it is diffufive and communicative. That the
World was at all made, is the Effect of this Divine Beneficence, wl;ich

: . when
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when it had nothing befides it felf unto which it might communicate
it felf, ic made all chings, that according to their diﬁ%rent natures and
receptivities might participate of the Divine Beneficence: To things
vegetable he hath given the Faculty of Life, Vegetation, and Growth

this is one participation of the Divine Goodnefs, per modum effe viventis

and again , he communicates to thefe Faculties fuitable Objects anlwering
thofe Vital Faculties; to Senfitive Nature his Beneficence hath com-
municated thofe Facultics of Senfe as well as Life, and then communi-
cates to them a farther efux of his Beneficence , by communicating to
them the Objeéts grateful and ufeful both for Life and Senfe: thus his
Beneficence is communicated to them per modwum boni [enfibilis ; but to
Man his Beneficence is communicated not only per modum boni vitalis i
fenfibilis, which yet he enjoys as other Creatures, but per modums boni
intellectualis ¢ volits, - , o ‘

Firft, by giving him thofe nobler Faculties of Intellection and Wwill,
and then by communicating to thofe Faculties Objects fuitable to thofe
Powers or Faculties , namely, Intellectual Truths to his Underftanding,
and Moral, Rational; and Divine Good to his Will; and among all thoie,
vera ¢ bosa , that are communicated to thefe Faculties by the Divine
Beneficence, God him(elf, his Goodnefs, Truth, Will, Perfection, are
the chiefeft verum and the chiefeft bomsm. So that no Creature below
Man is capable formally to know, to love , to enjoy God , as the chiefeft
Truth and chiefeft Good : And this alfo feems to be another End of the
Creation of Man, that being made a Creature endued with Under-
ftanding and Will, he might be receptive of the Effluxus of the Divine
Benelfgccnce ina nobler way than the other vifible Creatures of this lower
World. , .

3. As under the firft Confideration Man is more eminently an objective
manifeltation of the Divine Glory, than other vifible Creatures 5 and
as under the fecond Confideration Man is more receptive of the Divine
Beneficence than other vifible Creatures: So upon farther examination
we fhall fiad, that Man was made in a capacity to be a more aétive
Inftrument to ferve and glorifie his Maker than other vifible Creatures,
which was another End of his Creation {pecifically different from the
End of other vifible created Natures, which will appear by the farther
confideration of thofe two great diftinguithing Faculties,  his tlnder-
ftanding and Will,

I hall not go about to make a large Defeription of thofe Facultics,
or the Operation, but only obferve fo much touching them as may
reafonably evidence the preference that Man hath therein above the
inferior Animals , and the Inferences that arile thereupon touching the
End of Almighty God in the making Man. ‘

And firft for the Intelle@tive Faculty: As in Animals the Facultics
of Senfe intcrnal and external, elpecially the Vifive Faculty, placeth
Animals in a rank of Being far above the infenfible Creatures, and ac-
commodatcs them exquifitly to a Life of Senfe; fo the Intcllective Faculty
placed in Man puts him into a rank of Beings far above the moft perfect
Animals, and accommodates the Humane Nature to an Intelleétual
Life. And the preheminence of this Faculty above the Faculty of Senfe,
will appear if we confider the Operatiogs thereof 5 1 fhall inftance bur,
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in two, namely, intelle&tive Perception and intelle@ive Ratiocinatiorn
or Difcourfe: 1. For the intellettive Perception ; the Underftanding
perceives many things which are not perceptible by Senfe or fenfitive
Phantafic or Imagination 5 for Inftance, it hath the perception of Sub-
ftance or Being abftracted from all fenfible qualities: it hath the per-
ception of the truth or falfity of a Propofition, it perceives the Conclu-
fion and the Evidence thereof m the Premiles, and many more intel-

“lectual Objeéts which never did nor can fall under the perception of

Senfe or Imagination: And although we cannot clearly underitand all
the Operations of the Brutal Phantalic, becaufe weare diftinét from themn,
and they have not the inftrument of Speech intelligible by us to exprefs
their perceptions; yet we may know that this is true by our felves, for
we may perceive that we do perceive thele Objects not to be perceptible
by our Faculties of Senfe, but by fome other Faculties diftin from that
of Senfe or fenfitive Imagination. Again, in thole Objeés that are

objective to Senfe, the intellective perception difcovers fomewhat that

is apparently unperceived by the Senfe or fenfitive Imagination; for
Inftance, the Heavenly Bodies, the Sun, Moon, and Stars are equally
objected to the view as well of Animals as Men ; but yet by the help of
intellective perception Man perceives that in thofe Objeéts which neither
the Brutes, no nor Man himfelf by the bare perception of Senfe or fen-
fitive Phantafic ‘doth not, cannot perceive: The perception of Senfe
gives us the Sun no bigger than a Bufhel , and the Stars than a Candle,
cannot difcover an inequality of their diftance from us; judgeth the body
of the Moon to have as’ many changes in figure and quality as it hath
various Phafes or Appearances, the Sun really to fet, the Limb of the
Heavenly Horizon to be contiguous to the Earth: but the intelle@tive
perception finds the quantity of the Sun and Stars bigger than the Earth,
and by the Parallaxes and Eclipfes finds the Stars more diftant from us
than the Sun, and that than the Moon; perceives diftinétly their feveral
Motions, Orders, Pofitions, and makes diftinGions and computations
of Time and Duration by them," and over-rules and confutes the perce-
ption of Senfe and Imagination by another kind of perception, above the
perception of Senfe. 2. TouchingRatiocination or Difeurfive Operation,
the precedure thereof is above the reach of the fenfitive Phantafie, though
this feems to carry fome weak and imperfect Image thereof : For In-
ftance, fometimes not only the media difcarfis and the proceflus difeurfivus
are out of the reach of Senfe , bur the very fubjectum difeurfis is imper-
ceptible to Senfe: fuch are that proceffus difeurfrums of the Underftanding
touching complexed Notions or Univerfals ; touching the abftracted
Notions of Being, Subftance, Entity, and tran{cendents in Metaphyficks ;
fuch are alfo the dilcurfives of moral good and evil, juft, unjuft, which
are no more perceptible to Senfe than Colour is to the Ear; and yet
touching thefe Subjects the Intelleét forms Difcourfes , deduceth 1llations
and Conclufions. Again, in matters Mathematical and Phyficall, though
in the concrete, and in their fubje@s they are objective to Senfe, yet
the media and proce(Jus difenrfiuns whereby the Underftanding makes Con-
clufions , and Inferences, and Illations touching them, are of a range

and kind quite above the range of Senfe or fenfitive Imagination s thus

upon cextain data or poffulats in Geometry , the Intellect forms Conclufions,
which

B
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which though Mechanically and Experimentally true, yet are elicited
by a Preceffus difewfivns, quite above the activity of fenfitive Phantafie.

And though matters Phylical, Bodies, and Tangible qualities, and their
feveral powers, manner of production, and divers.other things relating
to them are fenfible Objeéts; yet the Intelle@ ufeth a Proceffus - difenrfrvns,”
whereby it inveftigates Truths, and draws Conclufions that are quite

above the [cantlet of Senle or Phantafic, aftending up from the Effe

to the next Caufe, and thence to the next, and thence gradually to the

Firlt Caule of all things. So that though oftentimes the foot or root

of the Difearfies intellefFrvus be bottomed in (ome fenfible Object, perchance

of no great moment and importance, yet by this Proceffus difeurfivas the

Intellect rifeth higher and higher, and quickly taketh a flight out of
the ken or reach of Senfe, in Confequences, Dilcurfive Inferences , and

Conclufions; and follows the Chain higher and higher, till it come to

the uppermoft ring thereof, faftened, as the Poers wittily feign, to

the Throne of Almighty God,

And thus far of thele two excellent Operations of this Intelle@ive
Faculty , namely, IntelleGtive Perception and Difcourle. But befides
thefe operations and active exertions of the Underftanding, there feems
to be two kinds of accommodations to it, whichare admirably ferviceable
to the improving and perfecting of its operations; the oneinternal, the
other external.

The internal is this; As we find in the Senfitive Nature certain
congenit or connatural Inftinéts , whereby they are fecretly and power-
fully biafled, and inclined, and carried to their proper fenfitive Good,
either individual or fpecifical ; fuch as are their inclination to that Food
that is fuitable for them, their dppetitus procreativus, their care for their
Young, and infinite more; fo there feemsto be lodged in the Intelle&ive
and Rational Nature certain Rudiments and Tendencies , whereby they
are carried to the good of an intelle¢tual Life, certain commuves notitie,
lodged and connaturally implanted in the Intelle@, which ferve as a
kind of connatural inward ftock for the Underftanding to work upon,
and alfo as a fecret bials and inclination to carry him on to the good of
an intelleGtual Life: Such as are a fecret infcribed Notion that there is
a God, that he is to be worfhipped, honoured, fcrved, and obeyed 5 and

+ certain infcribed common Notices of Moral Good and Evil , that make

him propenfe to Juftice, Honefty, to do as he would be done by, and
the hke., And although evil Cuftoms, and the prevalence of the fenfual
Appetite may in a great meafure weaken and impair thofe common
Notions when they come to particulars and particular applications, yct
it is evident in all Ages and Nations, by a kind of connaturality Mankind
hath ever retained thefe two great, and noble, and difcriminating deno-
minations, namely, firft to be dnimal religiofum, arifing from the energy
of thofe infinite notitie rclating to God; and to be Animal politicum o
fociale, ariling from thefe infite notitia of Moral Good and Evil, and thofe
connatural infitions of Morality implanted in his nature , which are the
great and chief fuppdrt of humane Society.

The external accommodation of the Intellective Faculty, is that admi-
table Wifdom and Goodnefs of God, that hath (6 ordercd things, that
firft of all Mankind is accommodated with thofc Faculties of Senfe,

efpecially
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{pecially that of Sight, whercby he may perceive all fenfible Objects
fhglt arr}i’ve within t%he ’diﬁarice 5(’)f their activity:  And fecondly | in
that he hath expofed a very confiderable part of his admirable Works
to that Senfe of his, Had Man been born blind, though his intclleGive
“Faculty had been excellent, yet that Faculty had been very unagive,
in this Lifc at leaft, becaufe the Bafis or Root of much of its operation
'depends upon the reception of fenfible vifible Objecs: and had he becn
endued with Senfe, yet if the excellent Works of God had been at fo
great a diftance that they had not been perceptible by him, he had wanted
a great contribution to the perfecting of his intelle@ive Faculty, The
Divine Wildom and Goodne(s hath fo ordered things, that he hath not
only that receptive Faculty of Senfe, efpecially that of Sight, but hath
allo prefcnted to his view a great and confiderable part of the Univerfe
with great advantage, beauty, and clearnefs, the inferior or Elementary
World with all its variety and ftore, and the profpet of the goodly
Celeftial Bodies, their pofitions, motions, beauty, order, and excellence,
And this goodly  dpparatus of the Univerfe thus objectively derived to
his Underftanding, furnifheth it with an outward Stock , upon which
it may trade and exercife it felf with great delight and advantage ; viz.
1. The knowledge of things Phyfical and Natural , the State, Order,
and Occonomy ot Nature ; the Virtue, Efficacy, and Energy of Second
Caules, and their Effects: herein he hath a vaft extent of the Inferior
and Celeftial World to exercife himflf in, and certainly this bare know-
ledge is a thing of excellent improvement and contenration of the In-

tellect, and far exceeds all fenfible Delights; in fo much that many -

wile and knowing Men have chofen to fequefter themfelves from the
common Employments and Contents of Mankind, for the fake of a Life
of Philofophical Speculation: But this is the loweft part of that know-
ledge that is hereby acquirable, there is yet a more noble and excellent

knowledge acquirable hereby, that advanceth and improveth the In-

tellectual Nature to a very great and high perfe@tion. 2. Therefore that
knowledge that is hereby acquirable is the knowledge of the Glorious
God, the firlt Creator, and great Conferver and Governour of all
things. I have before faid, that the Goodnefs of God had lodged an
inward Stock in Man whereby to improve his Intellectual Nature, namely;
thole communes notitie of the Exiftence of a God, and that he is to be
worfhipped , ferved, and obeyed, the common Root of Religion in
Mankind ; thefe are in him like the firft Rudiments of the Fatus, the
Embryo of Religion, or the Egg as it were out of which it is hatched,
The contemplation of. the admirable Works in the World doth ex.
ceedingly fortifieand improve thofe firft Rudiments of Natural Religion,
digefts them into their juft formation. In thefe we fee, and admire, and
glorific the Power, the Wifdom, the Goodnefs, the Prefence of God ; from
thefe we learn his Unity, his Eternity, his Immenfity, his Providence, his
Juftice, hisMercy: And as thus afeendends we learn to know God by
his Works , {0 again deftendends we learn our duty to praife, glorifié,
magnific, honour, love, fear, and obey him, to depend upon him, to
delight in him: and by this means Natural Religion arrives to a great
advance, and the Intelletual Nature mightily perfected and improved 4
and Man becomes not only a paffive, a receptive Infirument to gloriﬁ'e

his
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his Maker , but an active Inftrument of his Glory s which was, as is
premifed, another End of. Almighty God in the making of Man, namely,
That he mighe be an active intelle@ual Inftrument to glorific God, and
in glorifying him, the more fully to enjoy him, and his favour, love,
and- goodnels,

4. As thus the Intelle@ive Faculiies render Man fi actively to ferve
and glorific his Maker, {o allo that other Faculty of his Will contributes
alfo 1n like manner to render him fit for that employment. We fhall
for this purpofe only confider thefe two Propertics in the Will.

1. The liberty of the Will, whereby it hath power to determin jt
felf, and is free from all force and coaction 5 and upon this account,
namely, that Man is not only an intellectual Creature , but alfo hath
liberty of Will, he becomes a Creature properly fulceptive of a Law,
and capable of Rewards and Punithments : that which a&s out of
coaction, as bare Inftruments, or out of neceflity, as bare Natural
Caules, or a determined Inftiné, as Brutes, are not properly capable of
a Law but only analogically, and what they do is not properly an a&
of Obedience, becaufe they cannot ordinarily do otherwife. Therefore
as his Intelle&ive Faculty gives him the power to know his duty, o the
liberty of his Will is that which gives him the power truly to obey.

2. The fecond property of the Will is, that it is moved and drawn
to_that which is good, or at leaft what appears to be fo. The fen-
fitive Appetite is a power {ubfervient to a fenfitive Nature, and carried
to a fealible Good; but the Will is a rational Faculty, a Faculty of an
intelleétual Nature, and carried to an intellectual Good as its” proper

‘Object, and therefore with moft carneltne(s, to cthe moft noble and

fupreme Good, which is Almighty God. So that as by the liberty of his

Will Man is capable to be an aive Inftrument to ferve and obey his

Maker , {o by this property of his Will he is by a jult fuitablenefs drawn
to will and defire, and in enjoyment to delight in God as the chiefeft
Good, the moft noble and fuitable Object of its choice and motion: And
we may oblerve, that the Divine Goodnefs and Wildom, to promote
and advance this act of the Will, in choofing and loving Almighty God
as his chiefeft Good, hath exhibited himfelf unto Mankind in all the
manifeftation of Goodnefs and Beneficence imaginable, hath made him
Lord of this inferior World, provides for him, {upplies him, and endears
him to himfelf with all thofe manifeftations of Mercy, Goodnefs, and
Bounty that his nature is capable of, whereby he may be won to love
God not only as the chiefelt Good > but alfo as his chiefeft Benefactor.
And thus by the due confideration of both thefe Faculties of Under-
ftanding and Will, we may reafonably conjedture, that the End of
Almighty Ged in creating Man, was to make fuch a Creature as might
actively know, ferve, glorifie, love, and obey his Creator, and in that his
Service,and Obedience, and Love, enjoy the Love and Favour of that God
whom he thus loves and obeys, becaufe we find his Faculties admirably
fitted for fuch an end and ufe; and certainly the wifeft Agent muft needs
be fuppofed to defign fuch an End to any Work as is fuitable and com-
menlurate to the thing he makes: And thefe feem to be thofe Ends for
which the wife God created this noble Creature Man, which do more
fpecially relate unto God.

5. T fhall




