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of the Heaven to be diftant from us by an interpofition of infinite Circy-
lations : This confequence muft needs be true, and yet it would perfedtly
deftroy infinite Circulation of the Heaven for it would neceflarily from
hence follow that all the intermediate Circulations were tinite , and de-
terminate on both ends; at thisend with that Circulation that is pre.
fently in motion, and & parte ante with that Circulation that is fuppofed
to be infinitely diftant from us, which excludes any poffibility of infini-
tude in Motions intermediate. And if it be {:id that the firft of thefe
intermediate Circulations is likewife infinitely diftant from this ; then
it fhould be infinitely diftant and yet the next precedent Circulation fhould
be before it, which deftroys the very nature and reafon of infinitude,
And if it fhall be faid that that next fucceeding Circulation after that
which is fo fuppofed infinitely diftant from what is row currant, is

Jdiftant from us by a finite interval , and not infinitely, then that one

. Circulation which preceded it, and muft neceffarily be like ours, and

conf;:igucntly abfolved in the (pace of twenty four Hours, fhall by its
acceffion to a finite number of Circulations, or conlequently to a finite
interval of duration , make up an infinite {ucceflion and an infinite du-

-ration ; the addition of that one antecedent Circulation fhall make the

intermediate finite Circulations infinite , and the addition of a period of
twenty four Hours (the uttermoft extent of one Circulation ) fhall make
a finite time or interval infinite,; which are intolerable ablurdities, and
yet neceflary confequences upon the fuppofition of the eternal Motion of
the Heaven or Sun; or if you will , of the Earth, as the Copernicans will
Thave it. : : R : ,
2. A fecond Reafon is this, which though it be but a different and
farther explication of the.former, yet it renders it clearer and in more
perfpicuous terms , which is this: - Whatfoever once was and now is
not , as itis now paft, fo it was once prefent; and before it was fo pre-
fent was future: Take itin the former Inftance; It is not poflible that
there could have been any Revolution of the Heaven that 1s now paff,
but that the ame was once prefent ; as whatloever now is , is neceflarily
whiles it is fo; whatfoever hath been, was neceffarily whiles it was 5 i
prateritis non eff comtingentia, .
The confequent whereof is, that whiles it is impoffible but that the
remoteft Revolution of the Heaven once was prefent, That Revolution
when prefent , was neceflarily the Epocha , the terminus from whence all
other fucceeding Revolutions took the courfe or journey; and yet this
remoteft Revolution could not be of a greater period than 24 Hours, which
was not {ufficient to makeit eternal, yet all the fucceeding Revolutions
took their rife and journey from it; and muft needs be clofed within
two bounds, namely, the moft remote and the prefent Revolution.
Again, if it be impoffible that there can be any Revolution now paft
which was not once prefent, then the moft remote was once prefent, and
at that time when it was {o prefent had none before it or more ancient
than it and that Revolution being fuch as now we have, muft necef
farily have its beginning within the fpace of twenty four Hours, before
which it was not, and.confequently when it was fo prelent could not
be eternal ; and confequently “all the Revolutions that fucceeded came
after it, was termipated by it, and by fuch a Revolution that when it

was |
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was prefent had a beginning and could not be eternal, nor confequently
Jll the Revolutions that hapned fince that firlt , which are urringue claufa,
namely , with that which is remoteft , and with this that now is in
motion. . ‘ o )

3. Whatloever bodily Being is created eternally , muft neceffurily be
created in fome certain fitas or diﬁgoﬁupn,and ml}ﬁpf neceflity remain an
eternal duration in that firas or dilpofition wherein it was {o created. For
inftance, if we fhould fuppofe the Sun created eternally, we muft necef-
farily fuppofe 1. That he was created in fome determinate #bi or fitws,
for that is undifpenfably neceflary to every created individual Body;
and therefore if he were eternally created we muft fuppofe him created
in tali vel tali plaga mundi , fuppole we to be above our Horizon, or
below it. 2. It muft neceffarily be , that in thpt I!él. wh.ere,he, was fo
created, that he muft by an eternal fpace or duration abide in that fitws or
o where he was fo created ; and he muft (itis true) have a dlfgoﬁnpn
to motion , but he muft be 7z d{ﬂg{itime tantum ad motum b.y an mﬁmt_e
trac of duration: For if we fhall fuppofe that he ftaid in his fires of his
Creation but 2n hour, or a day, or a moment, and then fet out to move,
that moment of his exiftence before he moved would terminate and
bound the duration of his motion , which could not be etevnal becaufe it

had an antecedent moment before it , which fecludes it from eternity:
Neither can we fuppofe him to be eternally created in motion, for he
muft be before he can move, and muft allo have a zerminus motus 4 quo.
But fuppofe we might imagin | L : |

ginable inftant of his eternal being put into motion,, yct the zermsinus of
that motion muft neceffarily be that #bi and fir#s wherein he was created,
which would neceffarily be the antecedent circumfcription of the line
of his motion 5 and if the line of his motion hath neceflarily a ' terminus
of its inception, it muft of neceflity have a terminsus of its duration, and
cannot be infinite in duration & parte ante: And as to this purpofe there
will be no manner of difference between a circular motion and a ftreighe
motion , if we could fuppofé in the vaft abyfs of imaginary infinite {pace
there were fome one determinate point from whence a diret local motion
fhould be fuppoled to begin its motion, the line that fuch a fireight
motion fhould make would be finite , 4nd’ confequently an infinite time
could not poffibly be confumed in fuch a motion, And upon the {ame
account if the Sun were created in any - point of the-Hemilphere, and

him to be in the very firft eternal ima-

then pre(emly took his ftart or motion to the Weft, and fo onward in his

circular journcy, it were impoffible thag;the line of that motion fhould

be of an infinite extenfion , but being drawn out at length like a clew
of thred wound off from a battom , it would be of a finite extenfion,,
and confequently the period of that motion .could neverbe infinite. TFor

Ariftorle tells us truly, that an infinite time can never be drawn out

in a finite motion , nor an infinite motiop be ablolved ina finite time:
This Reafon the acute and judicious Swarezs .3.Metaph, diff. 29. [ect. 1.

borrows from ntoniss Rw#viv, and though according to the opision of

Aquings he be a fHiff afferror of the poflibility of the Eternal Creasion
of the World ; #id. difp. 20. yet he frankly confefleth and maintaineth,
that Motion is of fuch a nature as is not capable of an eternal duration

& parte anse; and thereupon concludes, Propeer hanc ergo caufam exisiims
. M : Aternita
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<)£temitiit@ni repugnare Motwi, & Motwm includere repugnantians cum quadam
_ immutabilitate , ‘quam includit Liernitas: 1deoque de facto motum mon [olum

won effe aternim, vernm nequeeffe poffe.  igitnr ex motis aterno colligs non poteft

" Motor eternus vel immaterialis,

And now let any Man confider what is gained by the Suppofition of an
Eternity of the Bulk or Carkafs of the World,when yet it cannot hold with
it in confort an Eternity of Motion : 1. That we mulft {eparate from Bodies
that which is moft connatural to them,efpecially the Heavenly Bodies, and
this for an eternal period , ’till put in motion within the limits of time,
2. We fhall hereby feparate from the Body of the Univerfe for an eternal
period that which renders it moft ufeful , and moft beautiful : To fuppofe
an Eternal World, and yeteternally deftitute of Motion, were to fuppole
the whole Univerfe deftitute of Life, and all Vegetables, Animals,
Meteors , the Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea, the whole Furniture at
leaft of this inferiour World, tobe none but dead, livelefs, ftupid Beings,
for fuch it certainly would be, if the Heavenly Bodies fhould be deftitute
of their Motion. L

And therefore it feems wholly difagreeing to Reafon , that the World
fhould be eternal, when it is evident, that Motion (which as Arifferle
truly tells us is, 7ita guedam omninm mobilium) cannot be eternal, and fo
there fhould be an eternal ufelefs Carkafs of a World fromall Eternity,
without that life of it, its Motion. : :

And on the other fide, it feems more confonant to Reafon , that the
Fabrick of the World did not long antecede its Motion , and that fince
Motionis not, cannotbe eternal, {o neither is the Fabrick of the World,
but they bothbegan at leaft very neer together, and the World was not
made from Eternity to lye fallow and uninhabited during that infinite
abyfs of its pre-exiftence to its firft putting forth into any Motion, for
fuchitmuftbe, if deftitute of Motion. And confequently the evincing
of animpoffibility of an eternal fucceffive Motion , doth not only evince,

‘that the whole World , with all its confiderable Appendices, was not

eternal , but doth with great evidence enforce, thatthe great Integrals
;)fl’ the World it felf were not eternal , which had been imperfet wichout

otion. : o

And this doth falve two Objections at once , 7iz. 1. Thatdrawn from
Gods Omnipotence, that could have made the World etcrnal, if He
pleafed. The Anfwer is: That whatever could have been done in refe-
rence to the Reft of the World , yet asin reference to {ucceflive Motion
the fame could not have been madeeternal , and yet without derogation
to the Divine Power or Omuipotence, but becaufe the nature of the
thing could not fuftain or bear fuch a duration.

And likewife this anfwers the Argument for the Eternity of the World,
drawn from the Divine Benignity and Goodnefs, whereby He is fuppofed
to be under a kind of intrinfick neceffity of doing all the good He could,
and confequently to make the World eternally. Ianfwer, 1. That as
before the World, in its complement and perfection with the advantage
of Motion , though there was no determinate time, point, or period,
but God might have made it fooner if He had pleafed, yet (with all duc

_reverence to His Majefty) it could not have been initscomplement and

perfetion eternal , becaufe its fucceffive Motion could not be sternal , nor
’ ' con-
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confequently all that glory, beauty and ufefulnefs which. accrues to the
Univerfe by that fucceffive Motion, 2. ‘That 'al.though the Divine Will
ke derermined by the Divine Perfection. neceffarily to will his own im-
menfe Goodnefs, yet he is not determined by his own Benignity necel-
wills, and that neceflarily , and «d wltimmm poffe 5 bu h;‘S Benignity is
mealured out ad beneplasitum voluntatis ap,d nog by an_ablo]_ute necefﬁty
o iltivmin poffe : - And thercfore although it were admitted that he could
have ceernally made the World , or made more Worlds-or better Worlds,
yet he was not bound to it, becaule the emanations of  his Benignity
are not neceflary, but governed in their extent and meafure juxta volnn-
jatis bemeplacitum. 3. And upon the famg account allo; though he could
tave made the World fooner than he made it, yet he was not bound to
it, but to make it whenand how he pleafed, though all his Works carry
the impreflion of tranfcendent Wifdom and Goodnefs. IR
And thereforé as thefe Reafons feem ftrongly to conclude 1. Againft

the very poffibility of an eternal duration of thofe things that gave the
principal ornament, beauty -and ufefulnefs to the Univerle, namely, Va-
riety and Succeffion of Individuals and Species, and Motion, fo they do,
at leaft de faito, evidence that if the reft :of the Univerfe were able to

fuftain an eternal duration, yet they did not, becaule thefe would be very
defective without thofe that canmor hold that f’;ate of Eternity with

them, .

5. Againft the trith of that Reafonand Affertion, That Divine Good-
nefs did intrinfecally neceflitate his Will to “create thmgs_m their beft
flaté from Eternity, fince it feems evident that the condition and ftate
of many things in the Univerfe that give it much of its ufefulnefs, per-
feftion and beauty, namely Motion, and Succeffion of Gengrations.and
Corruptions , of Animals, Vegetables and Men , are impoffible to be as
ancient as that intrinfick Goodnefs of the Divine Nature, which is as
eternal as his own moft perfeét being. ~ © . 0 Co

3.. I come now to the third Reafon againft the Eternity of confiderable
parts of the World , whichis this; Sublunary Bodies, whether fimple or
mixt , arc by the neceflity of their nature fubject to alreration a{agl cox-
ruption :  But whatfoever is fubject chus to alteration or corruption, is
incapable of fuftaining an eternal duration & parte ante, and confequently
fublunary Bodies are not capable of fuch an Eternity. - . - " iy

The firft of thefe Propofitions , namely, That all fublunary :Bodies
are fubje@ neceffarily to alteration and corruption’ ~This pacurally hap-
pens to fublunary Bodies upon both or one of ‘tl}eﬁ‘: accounts, I. _From an
intrinfecal Caufe, which is principally feen in mixt Bodies, in which
the band and ligament berween Matter and Form ,. nor of the parts of
Matter themfelves is not fo firi& and tenacious, pug that they muft ne-
ceffarily in procefs of time fall afunder. - Befides , by the-_ continual con-
teft between thofe contrary qualities bound up together in'them ; there
do arife unceflant alterations, and at laft final diffolution of them , even
from within themfelves 2. From extrinfecal Caules ;° ‘For the very
neceffary compolure and pofitien of things in the World is fuch, that
there is a vicinity between Agents and Patients, and contrary diflenting
active Qualities, that the one inceflantly invades the other, and alteys,
: o ’ M2 changes,

furily to will any thing without himfelf; his own effential Goodnefs he -
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- confider fuch parts of the Univerfe as do mutually a& one upon another,

changes, intends, remits and corrapts the other ; which perpetual Jug,
is feen daily not only in the mixed and compounded Bodies, but even in
the more fimple elementary Bodies, which daily invade, change, alter,
2nd cotrupt one the other according to their various degrees of activity,
contrariety and vicinity each to other. . ,

And if the World had been eternal, we muft {uppofe it eternally con.
ftituted of fuch natutes (0 placed and difpofed in fuch fituation and con.
ftitution as now they ftand, or otherwife, we do not reafon 4d idem,
the World otherwile fhotild have beeri of another make, conftitution and
pofition that now itis things corruptible muft have been incorruptible,
and the vicinity, a&ivity, contrariety and pofition of things and their
natures and qualities muft otherwife have been quire different, and o
our debate would be transferted quite to another World of “another
nature and conftitution from that touching whole Eternity we now
difpute. . A . :

'l;“he' fecond Propofition is this, That whatloever is fubjeét to fuch
alteration or corruption cannot poffibly be eternal , at lealt unle(s we
thall wholly remove from it by an infinite duration that corruption
or alteration to which it is thus neceflarily fubject, and fo make it ano-
ther thing than what indeed it is. S

And becaufe the due and clear explication of this Truth readers the
Afferrion plain in it felf, I fhall diftin@ly examin it and bécaufe we
have fuppofed that the corruption of things corruptible, and the alte-
ration of things alterable depends, as before, upon a double Principle,
viz, That intrinfecal defeibility of the connexion or union of the parts
of things corporeal, which is rooted in the very Nature of the things
themielves 5 and 2. From the vicinity of other contrary adive Prince
ples endued with contrary aétive Qualities which mutually invade ont
another; which pofition (confidering the Frame and Conftitution at leaft

of this inferior World , is abfolutely neceffary , unlefs we fhall make the .

World another thing , and of another Fabrick than what it is) as the
moifture of the Water is contiguous to the drynefs of the Earth, and
the heat of the Sun is contiguous to the coldnels and moifture of the
Water, and cannot be otherwile in the Conflitution of the World as
now it ftands, and confequently one muft neceffarily work an alteration
in the other: I {hall cherefore purfue the fame method, and firlt confider
fuch B..dies as feem to have an intrinfick principle of alteration or cor-
ruption from the diffolubility of their parts, and the coadunition of feveral
particles endued with contrary and deftru®ive qualities each to other;
or fuch as at leaft tend to a gradual alteration.  And fecondly, I fhall

and thereby induce corruption or alteration of one by another, according
to the prevalency and aivity of the one or theother.

But before I come to cither of the particulars I fhall premife fome
things which will be of ufe in all that follows, wiz. 1. That preceds-
neous to all Generation of any material Being , according to the courle
of Nature which we fee, there muft bea %radual preparation and alte-
ration of the matter before there is a complete generation of any thing:
This wefee in the cafual produétion of Infeés and Vegetables, andin
the natural production of Minerals or Metcors, and in the rcguilar pro-

, uction
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ducion of Animals and Men. 2. That in things which yet hold their
eflential confiftency, yet there are very many alterations, not only acci-
dental, as where things are rarified or condenfed , or made hot from
being cold , or cold from being hot, but alfo fuch as fcems connatural to
the Species : Thus wefecina Man, firlt he is a weak little Infant, then
a Youth, then a Man, then he becomes an Old Man, and yet continues
ftill a Man till his diffolution ; and to thele various ftates of his Age there
feem to be various alterations accommodate , as difference in {tature,
bignefs, ftrength, adivity , underftanding ; and the fame is obfervzble
in proportion to their capacitics in Animals, Vegetables, Minerals, and
the like. 3. That thele alterdtions are neceflarily fucceffive and gradual,
whether they be fuch as are preparative to Generation or Corruption of

thole alterations incident to the ftate of things in their conlfiftency) yet
they are not inftantaneous, but fucceffive and gradual; nay thole very
alterations that are wrought in things by an external contrary Agent,
yet they are not ina moment, but grqdual and fucceflive, which s partly
byreafon of the refiftence in the Patient, and partly becaufe the Agent
works upon the Patient by a certain local motion of it felf or parts, or
of its virtue and a&ivity, which cannot be inftantaneous and tora fimul,
but gradual and fucceflive: Thus the Sun reduceth the Clay to its final
degree of hardnefs, and the Wax to its final degree of (oftnefs fuccef
fively and gradually ; the Fire aflimulates the Stubble, and converts it
into Fire, not in an inftant but by degrees, though fooner or {lower ac-
cording to the vicinity of each, and the precedaneous preparations of
congruity of the Stubble tobe wrought upon by the Fire, 4. That thefe
slterations that are thus fucceffive and gradual, as they cannot be per-
feltly inftantaneous , {o it is impoffible they can laft or continue for an
infinite or eternal duration. The reafon is, becaule as they muft have
an inception of their motion, fo they muft of neceffity arrive to their
complement within the compafs of time, and can never hold out in
their progrefs to an infinite duration: Let us fuppofe the Fire and the
Stubble to have been created eternally contiguous one to another, the
Fire could never have held an infinite duration in confuming that Stubble,
for then it could never have been confumed; for that which had been
burning an infinite time could never be burnt, no not fo much as any
part of it; for if it had burned part after part, the whole muft needs be
abfumed in a portion of time: neither need we labour this, for we fee
that the Fire confumes Stubble or other combuftible matter in a fhort
portion of times and fince if we talk of an Eternity of the World, or
of any thing in it, we muft in common reafon fuppofe it to be fuch
as now it is, we muft neceffarily allow the like properties , activities,
hatures and operations to things as we find them now have. And fince
we fee that all bodily alterationsare effected in certain portions of
meafured duration or time, we cannot upon any reafonable aceount
allow to thofe alterations an infinite antecedent duration; but if any
Body or Thing in that imaginary period of Eternity allotted toit had any
fuch alterations as we fee now are incident to them, they could not pof-
fibly be of an eternal duration no more than they are now, for that were
wholly toalter the ftate of the World and of thole things that are ix;\ it(i
» 5. An

Beings , or {uch as confift with the Exiftence of the being the[{ have (as
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s. And confequently whatloever thing it is that hath or can have ap
cternal being & parte ante, muft perfift in that eternal being without any
change , alteration or corruption; or if it have any alteration or cor-
ruption, the firft alteration, change or corruption that it can have, muft
be in time, and after an eternal, unchanged, unaltered eftate precedancous
to fuch alteration; for if we fhould fuppofe it to be eternal , ‘then of
neceffity that alteration or corruption which it hath,, muft be {ublequent
1o that cternal ftate which it had before it was altered or corrupted , and
confequently muft have had a perfiftence in thatunaltered , uncorrupted
¢ftate infinite Ages before fuch alteration or corruption: -If it were eter-
nally altered, or eternally corrupted, then it was cternally, and eternally
was not; it was eternally without alteration, and eternally altered : The
thing muft be before it can be altered or corrupted , and confequently
its alteration and corruption muft be fubfequent and after that exiftence
which it had unaltered or uncorrupted ; and confequently the alteration
and corruption muft needs be younger than that eftate which it had un.
altered or uncorrupted , and confequently cannot be etcrnal.

Again , we cannot by any means fuppofe that any commencement of

alteration in the firft moment or degree of it could be coeternal to it;
for (asisbefore evident) then that alteration would of neceffity be per-
feéted within the like portion of time as the like alteration is perfected:
Now fuppofe it were a corruptive alteration , it may be thatis perfected
in the fpace of three or fix or months from its firft inception,, the confe-
quence whereof would be , that the like alteration of thac eternal altera-
ble or corruptible Body; if it began with the thing it felf, would be per.
fected in the like fpace, wiz. fix months: And fhould that perfected
alteration fall within the compafs of Eternity, or out of it? If 1t fhould,
then the thing was eternally unaltered and uncorrupted, and was yat
eternally altered or corrupted; was eternally, and yet that Eternity was
but a fpace of fix menths, for fo long only 1t had its being uncorrupted:
If the alteration or corruption was not eternally perfected , but perfecied
intime , then an addition of fix months the more of that alteration added
unto a finite duration or time fucceeding -after fuch alteration, fhould
make it infinite and eternal.” 6. And yet the fuppofition of an eternal
ftate of any corruprible or alterable Being , in a ftate of incorruption or
unalteration, were utterly to change the very nature of things ; and
to give them 4n eternal ftate, we muft be forced rogratific them with 2
nature not only preter-natural to what they had, but quite of a diftind
nature : For the purpoles That man that is even upon the intrinfick
conftitution of his nature diffolvible, muft by being in an eternal du-
ration continue immertal , unalterable, and not for a year, ora millioa
or two of years, but for an eternal duration antecedent to his diffolution:

Nay, it is inconceptible how any fuch man that hath ftood the fhock of

an cternal duration withour corruption or alteration , fhould after be
corrupted or altered : from any internal principle of corruption or alte-
ration it could not be, for then he could never have ridden outan eternal
period; but it muft be, if at all , by the power of a more powerful
Being than himfelf, that muft violently de #ovo introduce his change and
diffolution. The Suppofition therefore of an eternal exiftence of any
thing corruptible, is to alter their very natuge, and make that fo be

wcor-
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incorruptible which is corruprible. And-to fuppofe that imaginary eter-
nal ftate of things corruptible, to be utterly of another nature, kind,
and condition than what we now fee them to be, which is an unreaion-
gble Suppoficion, unworthy of an adxpirer of Nature, which fhould be
conftant in his Suppofition, .and yet is the necellary conlequence of the
granting of an Eternity of corruptible Beings. But particular Inftances
of the feveral kinds of alterations and corruptions of things either 6 in-
trinfeco or ab extrinfeco, will make the thing more plain. o
1. Touching things alterable or corruptible from an intrinfecal Caule,
as Vegetables, Animals, Men. If any Vegetable‘s were eternal , as an
0ak , or an Elm, then fome Oak was eternaly if it were, then if it
were of the fame nature as Oaks are now, it was firft a flender Plant, and
then gradually grew to his jult dimenfions , perhaps in two hundred
years, and inabout two hundred years more decayed , and was corrupted
to duft; fo that his duration exceeded not four hundred years, and in
that period of time he grew perchance from an inch in diameter to fix
foot in diameter, and from a foot high to a hundred foot high: Thele
alterations and augmentations were gradual and fucceflive; he was not
in the (ame moment one inch and fix foot in the diameter , nor in the
{ame moment was a Plant and diffolved and turned to duft; and yet if
this Oak were eternal in all this portion of his duration , he muft be
eternally one inch in diameter, and yet eternally {ix foot in diameter
eternally one foot high , and yet etcrnally a hundred foot high, he muft
have eternally been a Plant, eternally a Tree, and yet eternally corrupted,
his duration muft have lafted but four hundred years , and yet he muft

be etetnal , though his fitft being were but four hundred years before
ueter diffolution: And yet it is moft certain that this Tree could not

have beer eternal ; for being but of four hundred years ftanding, {fome-

what muft have anteceded that period , and fo fomewhat more ancient
than what had beenl eternal.

But let us fuppofe this ctetnal Oak had not been bound to the laws
of duration of other Oaks, burt to have lafted eternally, and probably
would have lafted to thisday, had not external force either violently or
accidentally corrupted or deftroyed him; yet did this Oak ever grow
bigger or taller than what he once was, or did he put off his leaves in
the Winter , and gathier others in the Spring ¢ Did he put forth new
branches, which before he bad not ¢ If he did none of thefe things,
furely he was not a vegetable Being, he wasnot like thofe Oaks that are
now growing , but quite of another nature,, and we have nothing to do
with him , he isa perfect ftranger to this World : If it did grow from
lefler to greater, and did put forth new branches, certainly the incfement
could not be eternal , but muft be done gradually and fucceffively, and
from one degrec of bignefs toanother § and fince that augmentation could
never be of an infinite procedure, but being fucceflive, we muft come
to the beginning of that increafe within the meafure of fuch a portion of
time as we now find fufficient for fuch a production or increafe, it may
be two or three hundred years , which being but a finite duration can
never be eternal : And this neceffary Suppofition of a fucceffive alteration
or increafe , utterly deftroys the poffibility of an eternal duration in any

thing capable of fuch alterationss 1. Becaufe it neceflarily fupp{gfcth'
‘ , ome:
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fomewhat precedent to that ftate wherein it is , namely, a precedent
alteration of it, whereby it is now become what it now is, and whae
before it was nots fo that it had fomewhat before its prefent ftate which
ftateth it to be what it now is, namely, that alteration or augmentation
which fo preceded its prefent ftate, and cenfequently that prefent ftate
wherein it is, could not be eternal, for it had {omewhat before it,
2. Becaufe that very alteration that anteceded that ftate which it hath
cannot poflibly be eternal , but muft be perfected within a certain portion
of time deftined to it, and confequently muft have beginning within
the compals of a determinate time, and cannot be eternally moving to
its accomplithment. - o

And as this Inftance gives the impoffibility of an eternal Exiftence
in any thing efentially alterable or corruptible, fo it would be poffibly
more confpicuous in the Contemplation of the Humane Nature: If we
fhould fuppole a Man to have been eternal, Was that Man ever an En-
bryo, aCilJ)ild, a Youth,a ripe Aged Man 7 Did he grow from a {maller
ftature to a greater, had he viciffitudes of temperaments and diftempers,
did he eat, digeft, ¢c. If hedid not, then thole eternal Men were not
of the fame Make with the Men that are now, but quite another thing,
which we know not what it was, or where to findit: But if he had all
thofe changes he could not be eternal, he fhould be eternally a Child
and eternally a Man , eternally young and eternally old, yea eternally

- living and yet eternally dead 5 for all thefe muft fall within the compals

of Eternity., _

2. But ret us now confider how the Cale falls out in relation to alte-
rations and corruptions occafioned b extrinfeco, and we fhall find,
1. That as the World is framed, and as thole that fuppofe it eternal,
muft fu&po['c it to have been always {0 framed, there muft neceffarily
be inceffant mutations , alterations, generations, and corruptions by the
invafion and juxta-pofition of contrary Natures, Agents, Patients, Qua-

- lities, Motions 5 the Earth naturally dry is moiftned by the vicinity of

the Water, and again dryed by the heat of the Suny the Earth obftrudts
the fluidity of the Water by mingling its groffer parts withit; all things
as it were in continual motion and agitation, and mutual preying as
it were one upon another; which as neceflarily occafioneth mutations,
alterations, generations and corruptions, as the very intrinfecal diffolu-
bility of the natures of mixtBodies. 2. And as wefind this now, {0 we
muft fuppofe that this hath been always [o fince the World had a being;
unlefs we fhall fuppofe, as I have often faid , another kind of World
than what we fee: And although we are not acquainted with the ftate
of things out of, or beyond this fublunary World, in which we fee this
viciffitude of alterations, yet whether there may not be fome fuch mu-
tations in the Ethereal World, we know not 5 but there may be fuch,
though we cannot certainly know them. 3. And yet it is moft certain,
that it is impoffible that any thing that is capable of thefe mutations and
changes can be cternally under them, but muft of neceflity, if it were
eternal , confift infuch a ftate of fixednefs and permanency that were not
obnoxious to thele changes. 4. And fince it is not poffible, for the infe-
rior World at leaft , to be de facto one moment of time without thefe
changes and variations, alterations, generations and corruptions; which,

. as
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a5 before , are not at all confiftent with an eternal duration 4 parée ante,
of that that is fo fubje to changes, we have juft reafon to deny and
difefteemn this imaginary Eternity can belong at lealt to the fublunary
World. The late Author of a Book De eEtate Mundi hath given us
an Inftance herein; that if it would hold, we need not go farther s namely,
That the great Rocks in the Sea are yet many of them eminently vifible
tothis day, and yet daily experience fhews us that thofe Rocks are gra-
dually diminithed by the beating of the Sea againft them; which had
they- been fo dealt with from Eternity, though they loft but one grain in
a million of millions of years, they would not have been, but would
have been confumed an indefinite time long fince elapfed: But the Su‘g-
poficion fails, becaufe it may be that thele Rocks have at lealt -viciffi-
wudes of increate and diminution by the very alluvion of the Sea, or,
which feems far more eafily fuppofed, that the Earth and Seas mighe
notwithftanding have been eternal, but yet the Sea might not have kept
the fame Channel where thefe Rocks now are, from eternity, but gained

the moft part of it anciently a Continent, or at leaft a great Illand as
big as Europe and Afia, and after fwallowed up and corroded into that vaft
Sea called the _#tantick Ocean, leaving behind it only thofe reliques
now called the Camary Illands : T will therefore take my Inftance in fome
other things. ~ ~ =~ S R

"y, .It is evident that divers Minerals are bred in the Earth from an
earthy ‘confiftence, by the heat of the Sun and other concurrent caufes
facceffively , as may appear to any man’s_ oblervation souching Coals,
Rocks, efpecially of Stone, which from a fandy kind of Earth gradually

in many Quarries by thofe pieces of unconcocted Earth not yet perfectly
digefted into Stone: If the Body of the Earth were eternal , either thefe
concretions were alfo as eternal as the Earth gradually and fucceflively
digefted into thefe concretions,, or clfe the Earth muft have had an eternal
permanency in that ftate of fimple natural Earth, withoutany fuch con-
cretions or alterations in it : If we thall fay the latter, we make the Earth
another thing than what in truth it now is, which by the aid of the
Sun hath thefe concretions and alterations even by a kind of necefficy of

wherein the Earth and Sun were in that very fame natural ftate wherein
they now ares the one aive, piercing , and digeftive by its heats the
other paffive, receptive, and ftored with materials for fuch a production.
What fhould hinder but that there fhould be fuch produétion gradually
and fucceflively prepared, and at length generated by the conjunction of
thefe active and paffive Principles. S :
And yet if it be duly confidered, fuppofing the Sunand the Earth tobe
both eternal, the Earth and its parts muft of neceflity perfift in an cternal
tnchangeable ftate in that period of Eternity antecedent to the firft al-
teration thereof to any fuch production: For if the production of thefe
Minerals fhould be eternal , and confegucmly infinitely diftant from us,
the produétions muft be eternal , and yet there mu - neceflarily ante-
tede thofe produétions a fucceffive and gradual alteravion of thole parts

of the Earth which were to be moulded ;\r; fucceffion of time to-Coals,
’ or

it in time ; the Ancients telling us that the great _#tlantick Sea was for

concol into Free-ftone,, when they were before Earth, as may be feen -

Nature wrought in it: And befides, if in that portion of eternal duration '
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or Stone, or Minerals: And though perchance that alteration mighe
take up a long preparation and difpofitton , yet it could not be eternal,
but muft be ablolved; though in a long, yet in finite time; and confe.
quently the Earth, if eternal, muft be before that preparation or alteration,
a.d muft have continued in-an eternal ftate, deftitute of fuch alteration
or preparation , and in an eternal difpofition thereuntos which yet had
been to fuppofe the Earth in that eternal period quite deftitute of that
mutation that upon the Suppofition of the agency of the Sun had been
connatural to it. - So that upon the whole matter it feems plain, That
neither fucceffive natural Beings, nor corporeal Beings,that are corruptible
or neceflarily fubjeé to alteration, cither from an intrinfick Principle or
from an extrinfick natural Caufé neceffarily contiguous or approXimate
to it in fituation or virtue, cannot be eternal; which will deprive the
greateft part of the fublunary World at leaft of that poffibility, and muft
feave only fuch {parts of the vifible Univerfe as are incorruprible, unal-
terable, and unfucceffive (if any fuch be) capable of this priviledge of

“the very poffibility of an eternal exiftence & parte ante: And confe

quently the whole Univer(e cannot beeternal, = .. R
It rémains then, they who affert the Eternity of the World muft content
themfelves with fuch parts thereof as are capable of that duration, ~And
accordingly there feem to have been three Opinions , which although
they affume not the Affertion of the Eternity of the whole World, ye
they endeavour to come as near to it asthey cans which I fhall diftinctly
fet down and examin, S L :

1. The firft Opinion is of fuch, that although they fuppofe the fub:
lunary World not to be eternal in its Frame and Conlftitution , yet they
affert the Matter thereof eternal , though undigefted , and not perfected
till afterwards: But yet the Celeftial or Ethereal World, the Stars and
Planets they will have eternal, and that thefe were ufed as the great
Engins in the fubfequent formation of the inferior or fublunary Worid.

Touching the Eternity of Matter, whether Celeftial or Sublunary,
I mean not in this place to meddle; but as to the Suppofition of the

eternal exiftence of the Celeftial or Ethereal World, this fhall be all

I fhall fay: 1. We are not acquainted with the Conftitution of them,
and whether they are in their nature corruptible or fubjeé to alterations;
if they are fuch, they are as equally uncapable of an eternal exiftence

~ as the {ublunary World. 2. But fuppofe them to have a radical incor-

yuptibility and immutability in their natures, yet their Motion cannot

be cternal upon the Reafons before given, 3. And therefore though
they are a goodly Fabrick , yet they are not in a ftate of Permanency of

fo great ufe, beauty and perfedtion, as in a ftate of Motion, which is
a great parz of their excellency, and that which accommodates the feveral
arts thereof one to another , and all to the advantage and good of he
inferior World ; and therefore it feems not probable that they thould have
an eternal exiftence in Rett and Permanence , and afterwards in a procel
or period.of time be endued with that which is their grear perfection,
namely their Motion , which neicher was nor could be eternal : It rachet
feems more agreeable tothe nature of the thing,and to the Divine Wifdom,
whofe Works are full of wifdom, excellence, and perfetion, to refpite the
Fabrick till it were capable of its moft ufeful and beautiful pcrfcaiox;,
. o namely

Cap. 3. of the World,
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namely Motion; which mutft cither be natural to them, and then it were
marvellous they fhould yet enjoy an infinite duration deftitute of what
was natural to them, and yet not capable to be enjoyed by them in an
eternal duration & parte ante: Or if it were adventitious from the
immediate power of God, or by the inftrumentality of intelligences, yet
furely it was forefeen by him that knew all his Works from the beginning :

Bodies to which he intended to give Motion , their great perfection, not
fooner than time: And therefore though the Heavenly Bodies were
admitted capable of an cternal Permanency 5 yet it is not probable
they had their Being before, or at leaft not {o long before their Mo-
tion. o ‘ T RN
2. The fecond Opinion is of thofe that although they allow not the
Mundus afpeitabilis to be eternal, yet do fuppofe that befides that Eternal
Generation of the Second, and the Eternal Proceffion of the Third Perfon
of the Sacred Trinity, Almighty God eternally created a World of Intel-
ligences, whereunto he might and did communicate the emanaiions
of his Bounty and Benignity, and that in the beginning of Time he
Created this UM undus afpectabilis which we fee, for the farther commu-
pication of his' Bounty and Goodnefs ; and this they fuppofe more con-
genious and fuitable to the Order of things, and of his own Goodnefs
terial World either eternally or guafi per faltwms, or at the fame time
with the Creation of thofe purer Beings , who had a greater fimilitude
and proximity to his own moft Divine and Spiritual Nature. This
though it mighe poffibly be fo, yet we are without any fufficient Evi-
dence that it was fo, and {uch Conjectures of things ‘without our know-
ledge, or thofe media that we are capable to exercife for the acqueft:
thereof, are uncertain and endlefs : Upon fuch conjectural Congruities
the Platonifts had their Dii ex Deo, the CManichees their «£omes, and
Origen his” Mundus Animarnm : and therefore T leave dt.as a Conje-
¢ture. : : T LTI

3. The third Opinion is of thole who though they’ fuppofe the World
not to be cternal, and perchance think with reafon enough that the
duration of Eternity & parte ante is fuch as isonly competible to the Eter-
nal God, and not communicable to any Created Being, at leaft fuch as
is in its own nature either corruptible, alterable, or compounded: yet
to the end that they may carry the Communication of the Divine Good-
nels and Benignity as far as is, poffible , are not contented to fuppole the
World to be lempiternal or cternal & parte post, or to 'be as ancient as
the Sacred Scriptures inform us, but will carry up the Creation of the:

great meafure that immenfe Benignity of the glorious God, whom they

fection of his nature to comunicate his Goodnefs ad #/timum poffe to things-
4l extra, ST o RS R
This Suppofition of theirs fcems to be grounded upon two matters

N 2 which

and therefore was not likely to ordain an eternal confiftence of thole:

and the communication thereof, than to fuppofe the Creation of a ima-

World to an immenfe antiquity, long before Six Thoufand years, and-
thereby they think they do at once falve the large Accounts which the
Babylonians and Egyptians and Chinefes give of the duration of their: ownl’
Kingdoms and Hiltories , and alfo do, as they think, fatisfie at leaft-in a-

declare not only infinitely Good in himfelf, but neceffitated by the per;: -

1
N ———




2

e

.92

%ucbing tbe Origination Se&. 1,

which are as I think miftakes, or at leaft do no way appear to be evi-
dently true; namely, 1. That Almighty God , though he be by them
admitted a free and intelleétual Agent, is neceflitated 44 extrinfece from
the Perfection of his nature todo good ad extra, ad witimum poffe, which
{feems untrue. 2. And it feems likewife untrue, that if he were under
that intrinfecal neceffity, yet he were thereby bound to make the World
fooner than we fuppofe he made it: For as to the fabulous protractions
of the age of the World by the Egyptians or ethers, they are uncertain
idle Traditions, whereof they have ne evidence but from the Impoftures
of their fabulous Priefts,

- Touching the firft of thefe, namely, the Intrinfick Neceffity of Al-
mighty God to do good ad extra, ad uitinwm poffe , this is that Opinion
upon which fome have built their Hypothefis of the Eternity of the World,
and others, driven from that Hypothefis by the abfurdities that accompany it,
build their imagination though not of the Eternity, yetof a prodigious
Antiquity of the World. But it feems tome, That although Almighty
God being infinitely and eflentially Good, is neceflarily carried to will
and delight in that his own infinite Goodnefs; yet in his ads of Be-

nignity 44 extra he is not neceffitated by his own Perfection to a&t o4
ultimum poffe, but although his own Nature be Benign and Boun-
tiful, the fealons, degrees and meafures , and other circumftances of
its Emanations are guided and direéted by the freedom of his own

Will.

" And the reafon thereof is evident, namely, Becaufe all the Good
that is without, or that is poffibly communicable by him to any thing
without him, is finite, and cannot be infinite ; and therefore he cannot be
carried to it by an infinite defire and intention, and yet {uch it muft be,

if it be ad ltimum poffe. .

And if it fhould be {o, there would be infinite abfurdities follow which
cannot be folved s as for inftance, That either this prefent World muft
be actually of an infinite extenfion, or that there muft be either infinite
Worlds, or at leaft as many Worlds as is poflible tobe by the power of
Omnipotence. That he hath made fome Beings of that perfection , that
Omnipotence it felf cannot make them one grain perfecter , that they
are but in the very next degree of perfection to himfelf, and cannot have
the addition of one grain more to the excellence of their nature; that
the Univerfe is 0 perfect, omnibws numeris, that it is not poffible for Omni-
potence it felf to add to it, no nor te alter it in one jot or tittle, either
to make it better or worfe, or otherwile than it is; nay he cannot, pr
arbirrio or dominion make one fpire of Grafs, or one Fly, or one Worm
more or lefs than he hath made, becaule he hath made it as good as is

offible to make it, and he is under the neceflary obligation of his own
indifpenfable Perfection to make and keep it juft as he hath made it:

That the whole Ocean of Omnipotence and infinite Goodnefs is alread

exhaufted in the Work of the Univerfe, and hath nothing of good left
that he cando more.  Thefe are the confequences of this Pofition, That
- the Divine Will is neceffitated by the Perfection of his Nature to do good

d ultimum: poffe.

And as thefe abfurdities evince the untruth of the Affertion , fo it is
apparent inthe very Frame of the Univerfe ic felf and the integrals'thergof;
S Lo that
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dhat it is untrue : For upon this Suppofition admitted, there could not
be 2 difparity in the Natures of things, but every thing fhould be con-
fituted in that ftate of being that might be capable of as much of the
Divine Beneficence as it were poffible for God to communicate. And
if it be faid that this difparity of things in their degrees of fpecifical or
individual perfection contributes to the beauty and convenience of the
Univerle, which is the primary Object of the Divine Beneficence , this
(ilves not the Objection ; becaufe it is poffible that many things might
have a greater meafure of fpecifical Perfetion with great advantage to
themfelves and to the Univerfe alfo. But fuppofe this inequality of de-
grees of fpecifical or individual Perfection might neverthele(s contribute
10 the advantage of the Univerfe confidered collectively, yet do we not fee
that daily there are many deficiencies even in individuals, which might
have been fupplied with exceeding benefit to themlelves, and with ad-
vantage to the Univerfe? Are there not among men fome that want the
integrity .of their Limbs , fome that want their Senfes, Memories, Un-
derftandings 5 fome that are extremely vicious, and unjuft, and degene-
rate even from the common Principles of Humanity, many that are dif-
ealed and infirm, many good men of fhort and difficult lives; and might
notall thefe have the integrity of their Bodiesand Minds proportionate to
the perfection of their fpecifical Nature ; be virtuous, found, long-lived,
with advantage to themfelves and mankind , and yet without detriment
to the Univerle: And therefore furely fuch they would have been, if the
glorious God were neceffitated to be Beneficent ad ultimnm paffe, unlefs we
fhould prefumptuoufly affert an impotence in him to rectifie thefe things.

2. But if we fhould fuppofe this to be true concerning the Divine
Obligation ot Neceffity, let us now examin what the making of the World
a million of years elder than it, is would do in the bufinefs.

1. Isis true, though we fay the World is not, cannot be eternal 4
parte ante, yer it is certain that either upon the nature of the thing or
the part of the Almighty and the abfolute power of God, without relation
to the determination of his Will, there can be no determinate moment,
o tempus [ignatum imaginarium, Within the bounds or limits (if I may fo
fpeak ) of antecedent infinite duration, but God might have made it
looner than he made it and if a year fooner than he made it, he might
have made it a thotifand years {ooner than that. : _

2. Confequently, if the Wotld be noteternal, it isimpoffibleto affiga
any time for its making it which an(wered the sltimum poffe of Almighty
God for the making it; and therefore if we fhould fuppole the World to
have been made as many millions of years before it was made, as there
have been minutes fince it was miade, it could not an{wer the #itimum
ple of Almighty God, nor anfwer that imaginary Obligation or Ne-
affiy of his nature todo good «d wltimum poffe, for ftill it mighe have been
made before any hora fignata. '

3. Confequently the time of the Creation of the World, if it werc
anthis fide an eternal period, could neither be determined by his want of
Power , nor by his neceffitated Benignity agere ad ultimum poffe, for in that
indefinite time within the limitsof Eternity no time can be affigned before
which he could not have made the World, though it be admitted it could
tot be eternal. : I o .

4. Con-

[
—




e

e

94

mToucbing the Origination

Se&. 1.

4. Confequently there could be nothing that could determin the time
or period wherein the World was to have been made,
Divinum beneplacitum ; there could be nothing without him to determin
it, for nothing was till he made it , nor any thing but his own Will
within him that could determin it : for his power and goodnefs were un.
determined to do it fooner or later , fince no time could be affigned for

the doing of it but it might be done fooner.

" And when all is done, his Beneficence , nor the good which the created
Beings might receive from that Beneficence, had had no imaginable
advance or enlargement, if the World had been created millions of
millions of years before it was; and that upon thefe plain evident

Reafons.

1. Becaufe though the World had indeed been at this hour ancienter,
and lafted longer, if it had been created a million of years fooner , yet
the future Eternity or Sempiternity of the World b
mitted , though the Eternity 2 parse ante be denied, there will be a future

- infinity for the emanation of the Divine Goodnefs and Beneficence to his

Creatures.

2. Confidering the nature of the Beings themfelves that partake of the

Divine Beneficence, there is no advance at all to them by recciving it
{ooner or later: If Plato had been a million of years before he in truth
was, and had lived his proportion of eighty years, ,
of the Divine Beneficence than if he had lived as he did about two thou-

fand years fince.

3. Neither is there any difference in refpect of the ever-glorious God,
for he received no accefs of happine(s by the Creation of the World,
nor ftood at all in need of it :  And if he might be imagined to have
“received any contentment in it , yet he had an eternal profpect of all things
as if they had been really made eternally: And befides, if the World
had been myriads of millions of years fooner thanit was , yet itw
infinitely fhort of an eternal duration ; Almighty God had been an infinite
duration before without that World, which had it been made millions

_ of years before it was, yet had not held any proportion to that infinit

duration that preceded.

And whatfoever hath been formerly faid againft the Eternity of thi
World doth equally conclude againft an eternal being of any World ante
I fucceffion  of infinite
Worlds, either of which can have no certainty, nor haveany evidence
or probability; {o that as there cannot be attributed an eternal duration
& parte ante to any one fuch fuppofed pre-exifting World; fo much lefs 0

cedent to this, much more againft an eterna

a fucceffion of Worlds.

The very fame Arguments that conclude againft the poffibility of
eternal Motion , or the eternal fucceffions of Generation and Corruption,
or of fucceflive Individuals of Mankind do as effetually conclude againft
an eternal fucceflion of infinite Worlds, and therefore I (hall fpare the

repetition of them.

*The Arguments which I have before uled are fuch, as though at the
firft view they fcem intricate, yet they have ftrength of evidence in
them, and fuch as are accommodate to the nature of the thing which
vequires Arguments of fuch a nature; and thofe Arguments th
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time, even toourview , Channels that were deep and broad, yet by 4
Tittle time of drynels grow narrow and fhallow; that thofe Mountains,
whofe chief fubftanceis Rock, become cloathed with a fuperficial Manle
of Farthand Mould; that thofe places, which were formerly filled with
Wood , have buried thefallen Trees three, four, or five foot deep in the
round, byan accretion or cover of Earth, derived to them fometimes
%y Alluvions 6r Floods, fometimes and moft ordinarily by the defcent of
thofe Terreftrial Particles, that are drawn up together with watry Va.
pdurs, and ecither together with thole Waters, or after arefaction
thereof in the Air, difcharged upon the Earth, which doth reparare
deperditum; - . : S :
And as to thofe Rocks in the Sea, they will alfo tell us, that the
viciffitudes of the Seaand Land in a long procefs of time, much morein
aneternal'duration, are very many and various: Sometimes that becomes
Land which was once Sea, as appears in that part of Egypr thorough
which Nifws runs, long fince oblerved by Ariffotle, and before him by
Herodotus ; and even in our memory great quantitiesof Land are now firm
and habitable, where Ships ancicatly rode ; and on_the other. fide many
parts are become Sea,  which were once firm Land: They inftance in
that traditional vaft Ifland in the Arlantick Ocean , which isdrowned, and
hath left no Remains of itfelf , but thofe Iflands called the Canary Jflands;
but whether that tradition be true or not, it is very probable, that by
particular Inundations the Face and State of the Terreftrial Globe, b
great viciffitudes, is muchchanged. And therefore though they fuppm)e'
the Terreftrial Globe Eternal , yet the Earth and Water hath not eternally
kept the fame pofition or fite that now it hath: And therefore the Sea,
fo often {atleaft in an Eternal Period) fhifting its Channel, hath not
eternallywathed the fame Rocks that now it doth, but after an'indeter-
minate and vaft uncertain Period , it may be of ten or twenty: thoufand
years, leavesthat Channel which before it had, and gives thofe Rocks
that it walfted opportunity to recruit again, and then perchance aftera
like vaft Period of Time vifits the fame Channel again; and therefore
though the World might be Eternal, the alluvion of thé Sea upon thofe
Rocks might not be eternally continued, butinterpolated. And though
the Earth be not animated with a Senfible Soul, yet it is poffible that it
may be a great Immortal Vegetable, which may reproduce or increals
Rocks or Mountains in various viciffitudes of vaft Periods of Duration.
And this they think very probably to be colle&ed by the obfervation of
things , and yet if it be not to be proved tobethus, yet thus poffiblyit
may be, which is fufficient to elude the force of thofc fenfible Argu-
ments. - . = : o o
And the truth is, thele Solutions do evade the edge and concludency
of thole Phyfical Arguments, and therefore much weight is not be laid
upon them, butupon thofeof anethernature, whereof in theforegoing

And there is no way o encounter the Solutions that thefe Men do, or
may give of thefe two laft Arguments, but to have recourfe to what
hath been before faid, namely, that fince the Solutions are grounded upon
a Suppofition of Eternal fucceffive Motions, whereby by vicifficudes of
long uncertain Periods of the Decays and Reparations of the inferligr

: _ World,

World, and by eternal viciffitudes of the tranflation of the Earth and
Seas to feveral fires either by interpolated, or fucceffive Motions. And
fince by what hath been betore proved, there is an utter- impoffibility ifj
Beaion and- Nature of any Eternity & parte aste of continued or interpo-

lated Motion, there is likewife an impoffibility in Nature that there

fhould be this eternal vicifficude of decays and repairs of the Earth, or

hifting of ftations berween the Earth and the Sea. And thus we are at

laft driven to relore to thofe though more. obfcure yet more concludent

Arguments againft the Eternity of the World which are mentioned in the
beginning of this Chapter, or.{uch as are of the like nature , fome whereof
will be hereafter farther confidered, '

Averroes , who was a ftrong Aflertor of the Eternity of the World,

infifteth upon a Reafon which is witty, but upon a miftake of the nature
of eternal duration, wiz. That if the World were not eternal ;, but
greated in fome certain Epocha or Period , it could never havebeen at all,
becaufe an eternal duration muft neceflarily have anteceded the firft pro-
duction of the World ; and that Suppofition excludeth the poffibility of
fuch ies production, and is contraditory to that fuppofed novitas e]]gmii
of the World; for, énfinitum non poteit pertranfiri, an infinite duration
pre-exifting to the Worlds production could never be pafled through,
fo no poffible acceflion to the firlt exiltence of the World through the
valt compafs of a pre-exifting infinite duration,

But this reafoning of his is infufficient, becaufe it takes inbut a portion

of Eternity which is & parse ante, whereas that Maxim is to be applied
to the full and entire compafs of Eternity or Infinicude. For if that .
Argument fhould hold, neither _verroes nor Plato, nor any man elfe
could have been born in the World, but muft have had an eternal exiftence
upon the very fame reafon that Jsfinitum mom porest pertranfiri ; for it is
certain that as well an infinite duration anteceded the Birtlf of Pl or
Averroes , as'it muft do the production of the World if admitted to have
novitas cffends, : o

And thus much touching this prcpqrato'ry Dilfquifition concerning the

Eternity of the World in general,

C AP IV

(omcerning the Origination of Mankind ; and Whether the jZmﬁe were

Eternal, or had a Beginning.

IF the World it felf were not eternal, this Difquifition touching the

Eternity of Mankind were needlefs, becaufe decided in that  de-

cifion, ' -
* Therefore our Inquiry touching the Origination of Mankind, and
whether it had or had not a Beginning, is in this place by way of Sup-
pofition or Admiffion , namely, Whether admitting the grear Integrals
it leaft of the Univerfe , the Heavens and Heavenly Bodies, the Elemen-
try World were or at leaft mighe be c(t)e.mal; “whether yet’ Mankind

were,

.

———




Natural Ewvidences touching © Sed.l, Cap 4. the Or'igiﬁdtioﬁ of Maniiint?.' -~ 99

an eternal duration but only Mankind (that is the nobleft of all {ublunary
Nitures, and apparently the glory of the fublunar World, and the very
end of much of what is produced ) I fay, it is ftrange that the inferior
Wotld fhould be moved, agitated, and mingled 1nto various mixed
Bodies, and thus continue during the immenfity. of an eternal duration
withott Mankind in the World , if Almighty God were neceflitated by -
the Benignity of his natute to do the uttermoft good he could ; and if
he could produce Man eternally, there was an equal neceffity for him
to do it as to produce a Tree or a Stone eternally, R .

All this tends but to this , That if in the debate of this matter we can
find that Man either could not be, or was fiot eternally produced ; we
have the fame reafon to believe that no compound Nature was produced
eternally, that no local Motion or coi'poreaF A&ion was er could be from
Eternity ; and confequently, that the Heavenly or Elemeatary Bodies
were not from Etermity : The very fingle clearing of this one thing;
that Man was not eternal , breaks the whole Hypothefis of the Eternity of
the World, cuts afunder all the connexion of eviderce;that is for it,
renders the moft confiderable perfection of the World, its Motion; A&ion,
and Operation impoffible to be eternal, and the exiftence of the Bulk,
Pofition, and Fabrick thereof (unufeful, imperfect, and deficient without
its Motion, Adivity, and Operations ) improbable to be eternal. So that
the Pofition which I endeavour to prove, namely, the Non-eternity of
Mankind, dath in truth deftroy the Suppofition of the Eternity at leaft
- of the inferior World.  But this I only lhblj;?’n by the way. :

were, or might be eternal ¢ And the Queftion poffibly will be much of
the fame kind, with relation to other at leaft perfect Animals and Vege.
tables, yea and all mixed or compound Bodiess for ‘we fhall eafily find,
that admitting thofe greater Integrals of the World were eternal , yet
whitfoever is faid againft the Eternity of Mankind will bear as hard
%gainl’c the Eternity of perfe@ Animals; and almoft of all compound
odies. - o0l c

And although for the rhore orderly difcaffion of this Enquiry con.
cerning the Original of Mankind, I muft gratia argumenti, and ac.
cording to the Method propofed, admit the Ecernity of the great Integrals
of the World; yet it will appear upon a due examination to be fuch aq
Admiffion as muft in a great meaftre be contradiéted in the debate of
what is propounded to be proved, and the particular Reafons againft
the Eternity of the Humane, Animal, or compounded Bodies will necel:
farily infer an impoffibility, ot intollerable abfurdity in the thing admitted,
For inftance: =~ S

To fuppofe an eternal exiftence of the Heavenly. Bodies and of the
Elementary Bodies in the fite and pofition in which they are, and to
fuppole them in’ an erernal reft and umadivity, and without motion,
* adtion, paffion, or perfe@tion of the lefs noble by the more noble, were
to fuppole them eternally kepe in a ufelefs, needlefs, imperfect ftate, for
an immenle, eternal duration , till the firft moment of their being put into
Motion. - ' P o
~ Again, to fuppofe the Heavenly Bodies and their Motions and In
fluence , the Fiery Nature difperfed through all the Sublunary World, Concerning the Origination of Mankigd, Cenforinus in_ his golden
with its activity and motion ; and the Paffive Nature of the more pal. § Book de Die Natali,-cap. 4. gives us the fhort ftate of the Queftion, and
five Elementsto have been eternally in the World, and inall that eternd | the feveral Authors that hold ecither way; viz, «dlii, femper homisies
duration no to have produced mixed and compound Bodies in that eternal § fulfle, nec ungquam. nifi ex hominibus natos , atque cornm generi caput exor-
duration until fach a determinate point of it, were a thing ftrangely | diwmque nulum extitiffe ; alii, fuiffe tempus cum homines non effent , & bis
repugnant in Nature , unlefs Almighty God were pleafed to uphold their ortum aliquands prikcipismque natura tributwm, Of the former Opinion he
being , and yet fufpend their activity for an immenfe cternal period. teckons “Pyrhagoras Samius, Ocellus Lucanus , Archytas Tarentinus , driftorle,

Andyetto fuﬁpolé that the compofition of Bodies out of the Elements Theophraftus, Plato, Xenotrates, Dicearchus , and others,
(by virtue of the adtivity and influx of Motion,, out of Matter that mut But for the more clear ftating of the Inquiry, I fhall refume fomewhat
by that influx be prepared for compofition)) fhould be as ancient as thofe |} Which hath been before faid touching the Queftion before-going of the
Heavens, or that Motion, that Fiery acive Principle that muft compound Ecetnity of the World , and fome other things I fhall add thereunto.
them out of thole fimpler Bodies out of which they muft be compounded Firft, itistobecbferved, that the Queftion is not here, Whether the
(as all this muft be, if they are eternal) is as impoffible as any thing that can fucceffive Individuals of Mankind may or fhall be eternal & parte poit,
be thought of. ' perpetuated to everlafling by lucceffive generation. For although whe:

Again, if we fhould refolve the Eternity of the World into the Di- || ther that fhall be ot no, depends upon the Divine Beneplacitum ,. yet there
vine Will, which being neceffitated by his goodnefs to do all the good J§ 8 no intrinfecal repugnance ex parte rei, but that as the World, and
he can, even ad ltimum poffe, and upon that account made the World the Generations of Men in it have been thus long continued by the
cternal , it were a ftrange Suppofition to imagin that this God fhould § cmmunication of the Divine Influence and Providence, fo both the
give the grear Integrals of the World an eternal being in cternal reft, § o0e and the other by tlie fame Influence and Providence may be conti-
without Motion;, which is their perfection ; ot if together with Beings nued without end : And the realon s, becaufe fuch a duration, and fluch
he gave or indeed could give an cternal Motion , it were a ftrange Sup- || fucceffive multiplication of Individuals impports only a potential infini-
pofition that he fhould fufpend the efficacy of that Motion or Adivity | tude, and fuch as never fhall nor can be completed into an actual infinicude
of the a&ive Principles upon the paffive (which both exifted ) for an of duration or number: So that as Number is potentially infinite by
infinite fpace , and then after took off that fufpenfion : And yet farther, addition of new parts toit, which yet never fhall nor can arffetoa num-
Suppole Almighty God did or could give an eternal being to thofe Active ber atually infinite , becaufe after every period thereof there flill may be

or Paffive Natutes, and an eternal produéion of all mixed Bodies for & farther acceffion of a farther period, y(e)t it never will nor can be actually
, e B 2 infinite,
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infinite, becaufe ftill there will or may be farther additional periods of
duration to that which went before. o
The Queftion therefore refts only as to that part of the imaginary Line
of the duration of {ucceflive Individuals that anteceded any given mo.
ment; or, Whether Mankind had any beginning of being, or were cter.
nal or without beginning,. _ '

" And touching this, there have been fome that have affirmed Mankind
to be without beginning or eternal; others that have affirmed that Man.
kind had a beginning,. ) . )

Touching the latter of thefe, and the various Conjectures touching the
manner of it, I (hall write hereafter; at prelent I fhall confider and exumin
the former. . ) o

Again, of thofe that have affirmed Mankind to be without begmnmig,
and that maintain not only the Eternity of the reft of the Warld, buralio
of Mankind; they are of two forts, wzz. 1. Such as have affirmed that
the fucceflive Generations of Men have been eternal , not only without
any beginning , but without any firft Parents of M.ukind, and ehar they
have been always geniti ex gemitis. 2. Thofe that have fuppuied that
there were fome firft Parents of Mankind, which by a natural and uni.
vocal géneration multiplied their Species, but yet that thofe fi:{t Parents
of Mankind were eternal Individuals, having an eternal exitence in theit
individual nature, and in relation to them the reft of Mankind were
geniti ex non genmitis. e

As to the former of thefe Opinions, they feem to be divided into thefe
enfuing Parties or Opinions. :

1. Such asthink the fuccefflive Generations of Men were eternally fo,

and independent upon any Efficient, and neceflarily by the eternal efta.

blifhed courfe of Nature independent upon Almighty God, or any fir
Efficient of the Species. o
2. Such as think the fucceffive Generations of Mcn were cternally fo,

but dependently upon Almighty God , yet as a neceflary Effeét produced

by Almighty God as a neceflary or natural Caufe, as the Light is a co-
exiftent Effect of the Sun. :

3. Such as think the fucceffive Generations of Men were eternally [,
but dependently upon God as an efficient voluntary Caufe of them by
eternal Creation, yet fuppofe that Will intrinfecally determined to fuch

an eternal Creation of Mankind by the indilpenfable benignity and good-
nefs of his nature,

4. Such as though they take Almighty God to be under neicher of
the former neceflities, but an Agent purely voluntary, and determining
his own Will by it felf only, and that deny the eternal fucceffions of

humane Generations as to the fact; but yet afirm it poffible that Al-

Mankind had their production by univocal generation. 3. I fhall after-
wards confider of thofe evidences of fact and probability , that de facto
may fcem to prove that Mankind had their beginning in time, and the
Objections againft it, 4. I fhall then defcend to the Confideration of the
various Suppofitions of thofe that have fuppofed a temporary Origination
of Mankind, _

At the prefent therefore I fhall propound thofe Reafons that to me fecm
concludent, that although it might for Arguments fake be fuppoled that
fome parts of univerfal Nature, namely, fuch as are permanent and
fixed , and not iz fluxu, might be erernaly yet it is fimply impoffible that
the Generations of Mankind can be eternal in any of the four forcgoing
ways. : ; :

Iz\nd before I come to give my Realons, I fhall premife two things,
1. In relation to the four foregoing Opinions, there feems to be this

implyed in them: 1. Thetwo former do moft clearly take up the entire
colleétion of Mankind and the Generations of them to be a meer natural
Effe¢t or Work, with this odds, that the former acknowledgeth no EfR-
cient at all; the latter acknowledgeth God the Efficient or firft Caufe
of the eternal World and the Generations of Mankind as a natural Caule :
And confequently they muft needs hold, that asMan is now generated,
fo he was cternally fo; and as heis now, fo he always hath been; and
the mealure that we take of him now will fit to all thofe innumerable
Men that have been within the vaft compafs of Eternity: As Man is now
a compound Body of the four Elements, {o he always was; as heis unow
nine Months 47 utero matris , fuch was the method and the mora of cvery
Man’s production s for the Effect is a natural uniform Effect, whether
independent upon God as the Efficient thereof, or dependent upon Him
as a Natural Effect.  And therefore whatfoever is impofiible to be attri-
buted to Peter, or Fobu, or any other individual Man, is incompetible to
every Man in all this infinite Colle&Gion within the unlimited extent of
Eternity. -

But the two latter, though both fuppofe an cternity of Generaticns,

and though in Ecternity there cannot be fuppofed well a firft, yet do
what they can, if they fuppoft a production of Man by eternal Creation,
they cannot deliver themiclves from thefe confequences; 1. That there |
muft be fome Man or Men that had his or theit beginning in fome other
way then other perfons had it, namely by Creation, for although
Creation be an inftantaneous act of the Divine Will and Power, it mult
of neceflity be terminated in fome individual determinate Perfon , and
it cannot be guid vaguiz; the confequence whereof muft neceffarily be,
That if there were an cternal Crearion of any Man or Men , they that
were thus created had their produ&ion ( if we may fuppole fucha pro-

that affert it. 2. In she next Chapter I fhall confider the po{ﬁbilitgf ot
‘ om

du@tion) by adifferent way from the prodution of thofe that had their
being by generation ; and herein this Suppofition of the Origination of
Humane Nature differs from the two formerSuppoflitions. 2. And con:
kquently, that if the Creation of Man and of the reft of the World muft
bein the fame point, as I may callit, of Eternity, the reft of the World
or any part thercof could not be precedent to the Creation of Man,
for then they have loft what they contend for, namely, an cternal
Creation of Man : . If it were but one imaginable moment after, then the

World

mighty God might, if he pleafed, have created the World and Mankind
eternally, : o 4

: Havii]xg thus ftated the Opinions of the Affertors of the Eternity of
Beginning of Humane Generations, I fhall purfue this Method s 1. In
this. Chapter I fhall confider the poffibility or impoffibility of eternal
Generations of Mankind, with relation to the four preceding Suppofitions

impoffibility: of any one Man or Woman eternally exifting, from wh
c o Mankind

(N
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World might indeed have had an eternal exiftence, but it would be im.
poffible for Man to have Had that cternal exiftence by Creation, unlefs
in the (ame fieft imaginary conceptible moment of Eternity (an expref-
fion improper enough I confefs ) Man and the reft of the World were con-
created : The confequence whereof, as I before faid, is, that thofe Men
muft not as the former {uppofe all Individuals of Mankind had the lame
natural manner of ptoducion, for among the whole Colletion fome
one or mote had a fupernatural manner of production, namely, by
Creation. ' -

2. This beinF premifed concerning the different ftates of the two
former and two latter Opinions, fomewhat I fhall {ay in genteral touching
the Reafons I ufe againft all thefe Suppofitions: 1. In gencral, That that
kind of reafoning which reduceth the oppofite Conclufion to fomething
that is apparently impoffible or abfurd, 1s as much a Demonftration in
difaffirmance of any thing that is affirmed s can poffibly be in any cafe, if
the Conclufion of the affirming party doth neceflarily inferr an impoffi-
bility or abfurdity in the nature of the thing affirmed, it is a Demon-
ftration , Argumentum cwm contradiitione conclufionis ; and fuch will thofe

_ be which I'fhall bring. 2. Becaufe the former Suppofitions touching
the Eternity of Mankind, though they conclude in the fame Affertion;
yet becaufe they do it by feveral Suppofitions, the Ar%uments that I fhalt
ufe thall be of three natures; 1. Such as oppofe in fpecial the two firft
Affertions: 2. Suchas efpecially oppofe the two laft : 3. Suchas in com
mon oppofe both. '

1. The Argument that I ufe againft the two firft Suppofitions is this,
That it is evident to Experience and the Conceffions of thofe very men,
that the Body of a Man and all other compounded Bodies confift not only
of Matter antecedent to their Compofition, but alfo of fuch a Mattet
as is digefted from thofe more fimple Bodies which wecall the four Ele-
ments, Fire, Air, Water, and Earth: And therefore of neceffity, and
according to the Principles of thefc very men , before the exittence of
any compounded Body there muft be of neceffity, 1. A pre-exiftence of
thofe fimple Bodies out of which this compounded or mixed Body is com-
pounded: 2. A pre-exiftence of thofe more active Principles in Nature
that are neceffarily pre-requifite to the mixing of thefe particles of Ele-
mentary Bodies , and to thedifpefition of them to the Union and Contti-
tution of that mixed Body whereinto it is to be formed, namely, the
Motions and Influx of the Heavens, the Adtivity of the fiery Nature,
fubduing the more paffive parts of Matter to the fulception of that Form
wherein it is to be brought. 3. A mora, ordue {pace of time intervening
between the firft coagulation of Matter and the firft inftant of the dif-

- pofing thereof, and the complement thereof in its determinate Species,
which according to the degree of its fpecifical perfection is fometimes
longer, and fometimes fhorter ; as the Statuary ftrikes more ftrokes upon
that piece of Marble that is completed into the Statue of Cefsr than into
the Cube or Pedeftal whereon he ftands: all thefe muft precede, not
only in nature, but in time, before the complement of any compounded
Body in its fpecifical conftitution. And therefore fince all mixed Bodies
require neceffarily the antecedence of thefe fimple Bodies, this ation of

the more acive Principles, this mora in the full difpofition and digcﬂiot}
' o
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that there muft be a pofteriority in time of every compounded Body, elpe-
cially the Body of Man, to thefe more fimple Bodies out of which it is
conflituted, and thofe fucceflive and gradual acions,and of the morea&ive
Naturc by which it is difpofed and completed in its being : And if once
we admit a priority and pofteriority , 1t is impoffible the latter can be
eternal , becaule it hath neceflarily fomething that aGually preceded it. -
2. The Argument againft the Eternity of Mankind upon the two latter
Suppofitions is thus 5 If Man were eternally created, or con-created with
the reft of the World , it is of abfolute neceffity that that Creation mufk
' be terminated jn that individual Perfon that was thus created. For
whether Creation be eternal or not eternal, it muft neceflarily be termi-
- nated in fome individual Being that is {o created. And it is ncc‘eﬂ'ary‘
- 4llo that that created Perfon were created in fome determinate ftate, and
- in 2 ftate anfwerable to the nature of thefe Men that we now fee s and
though his Life were longer than ours, yet it would be certain that he
lived as we do, one day, one month, one year after another, and that
thole fir(t created Perfons did generate their kind by the conjunéion of
- Sexes, asisdone in the World. ™ And therefore if both Sexes were created,
yetfooner or later they propagated their kind, as is now done, for though
they themielves had a differing manner of prodution from thofe that
ficceeded them , we muft conceive that their Conftitution was the fame,
otherwife we fhall not fo much fuppofe an eternal Creation of Man , 3§
of fomething clfe of a nature effentially differing from Man; which is
contrary to the Hypothefis it felf: And if this be {uppofed, we fhall never
deliver our felves from intollerable difficulties éndJabfurdities‘. . For .
1. There would of a neceffity be a firft Man , which cannot he conﬁﬁent,
with the attribution of Eternity toMankind. Again, 2. That firft Man
if creared eternally, muft needs be diftant from us by a lefs portion of
durarion after he had lived a year or two ; and confequently the duration
from his age of two years could not be eternal, for it is fhort of the pe-
riod of his Creation by two years, and therefore not eternal ; neitger
could his Creation be eternal, for then the adding of two years to a
duration lefs than infinite fhould make it infinite, which is abfurd and
impoflible. ~ Again, 3. Was the generation of the firft born Man at an
inhnite diftance from us, and eternal, or no? If it were, then it muft
be of the fame antiquity with the Creation of the firft Man; and fo
the firft born Man was cternal, and was confequently before he was
born; and his Eternity fhould be ten, twenty, thirty, or forty years fhort
of the Erernity of his Father, yet both eternal : If the Birth of that Man
were not eternal, then confequently the Generations of Mankind are
nither infinite nor cternal 5 nay confequently the Creation of the firft
Man co1_11d not be cternal nor an infinite diftance from us, for there muft
teceffarily be a determinate Period berween the Creation of the firft Man
and the Birth of the fecond , and that time muft neceffarily be finite ; and
the addicion of ‘a finite duration to a finite duration can never makean
infinite duration. ' h o
Eternity therefore, and a duration a&ually infinite , cannot be applied
to fucceffive Beings : The abfurdities and incongruities that arife upon
fich an application are infinite and uncurable, and not to be attempted ;
- Nothing

of them into their complem-cnt of a mixed Being , it is fimply nécelfa{fy o
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3. My third Argument (which though it be common, is very evident)
is this: o :

Itisimpoffible; ex naturarei , that any multitude can be a&ually infi-

pite , ory (which isall one) fogreat that there cannot be a greater , or,
mwltitudo ommium maxima: But if we fhould fuppofe an eternal fucceffion
of Generations of Men, or an infinite Serzes of fucceflive individual
Men, there would neceflarily follow an infinite multitude, or a multi-
wude than which there could not be a greater.. And therefore ex im-
pffbili ; there could not be fuch an eternal fucceffion of Generations.
- The firlt Propofition , namely, That it is impoflible there fhould be an
infinite multitude, or (whichisall one) a number actually infinite, is
evident by thofe many contradictions, abfurdities, and intollerable incon-
gruities that would follow upon fuch a Suppofition, . g

It muft needs be granted that an infinite multitude is the greateft mul-
titude that can be, ‘there can be no greater; if there can be a greater;
then the former was not infinite. For when we have to do with any
thing whofe very effence, asImay callit, confifts in beirg greateft, there
majus and minss do alter the very effence of the thing, and is identical
with wagés and minus: A greater or larger Line, or Superficies, or Body
isnot magis linea, [uperficies, ang corpus, than a fhorter, narrower, or lefler
Line, Superficics, or Body, becaufe they agree in the fame common nature,
the one as well as the other is a Line, Supetficies, or Body, And o of
other things. , ; ‘

But when the very Effence of the thing confifts in a. certain eflential
difference of major ot minor, there major ox minor vary the kind. :

And therefore a Line of two foot long (with relation to that extent)
eflentially differs from a Line of a foot. long, which under that notion
is effendially greater or more exténded than a Line of a foot long, and it
is impoffible that a Line of a foot long fhould be as longas a Lineof two
foot long , as it is impoflible that a part fhould be equal to the whole,
And yet upon the fuppofition of an infinite multitude, it muft neceffarily
follow that one infinite multitude muft be greater than another , and
yet both infinite 5 upon the {uppofition of infinite Generations of Men,
there muft have been an infinite multitude of antecedent Individuals and
Generations of Men a million of years fince, and yet neceflarily by the
addition of thofe Individuals that have accrued fince in that great Period
of a Million of yéars, there muft needs be an acceflion of a valt number
wthat multitude that was before, whereby it muft necefarily be greater,
and yet both {uppofed infinite, that is, fuch than which there can be
nothing greater.  Again, the multitude of the individual Men muft be
infinite, and yet the multitude of thefe Mens Eyes muft be double to the
mumber of Men , and yet both be infinite. -And it is but a vain thing
to fay, that though the collection of Men be antecedently infinite, yet
it is clanfs and finera in the prefent extreme: as if a Line fhould be ex-
tended infinitely from the point 4, the Line would be finite at the point 4,
though infinite towards the other part ; and the appofition of the accef-
fional number of Men is to that part that is finite: For though the Ge-
-nerations of Men are limited towardsthe extreme that is next us,; or at
the Period of a Thoufand years before us: and though the appofition of
the acceflional number be towards this hithermoft extreme which is e/anfa

- ) P ) -or

Nothing but an infinite and indivifible Being is able to fuftain an infinite
and eternal duration, it will never fit other things, it is tco great fo
them. :

" 3. I now come to confider thofe Reafons that are applicable indiffe.
rently to all the former four Suppofitions, and render them all alike vaip,
abfurd, and impoffible. I fhall refume fome of thofe that I ufed before
againft the Suppolition of the World’s Eternity, and I fhall fubjoyn fome
others more particularly applicable to the condition of Man.

1. If the fucceflive Generations of Mankind were eternal, then of
neceffity fome one Man among them that preceded us was infinitely diftan
from us that are now living in point of duration, and infinite numbers
of Men have intervened between us and him 5 this is plain and up.
deniable. .

If fo then, if this Man lived to the ordinary age of man, for the pur.
ofe, till thirty years old , and then had a Son, and after this he lived v
chcnty years olcY, and died: Was this Son of his diftant from us an infinie
duration , an infinite period of years; or were there infinite Perfons that
intervened between this Son and us his remote defcendants or no¢ [f
there were, then the duration from his Father , which was thirty years
before his Son, muft be thirty years greater than the duration of the
Son , and yet the Scn as eternally exifting as his Father : if not, then
thirty years added to the finite duration from the Son to us muft make
it infinite. There were infinite Perfons in the interval between us and
his Father, and but finite between us and his Son, and yet the odds
between both muft be but one. The Father’s Death muft be eternall
diftant from us as well as his Birth, and yet his birth feventy years before
his death. ‘ .

2.-I fhall here alfo refume the Argument above-given a%ainf’c the Eter.
nity of Motion {which yet is no other but a different kind of application
of the Argument laft mentioned.) Whatfoever is now paft and gone,
was moft certainly once prefent; therefore the moft remotely diftant
Man in that vaft Period of Eternity was certainly once aétually exifting,
and though he be now paft, yet thofe Attributes and Conceptions that
were applicable and aflirmable of him when prefent, are now affirmable
and applicable to him though paft, (abating only the rclations of paft
and prefent,) if when he was prefent and actually exifting he could not
be eternal, {o neither can the addition of all the fucceeding myriads of
Men by fucceflive procreation make any one day of that Man’s age to be
infinitely diftant from us, for it could not be fo when he was prefent and
exifting. That Man whereof we fpeak was fucha Manasweare, lived
fucceflively as we do, and though poffibly he might be longer-lived than
us, yet his age was meafured by days and years asoursis, and could ne-
ver be without beginning; and confequently thisMan, when exifting,
was the Radix of all that fucceeded him, the terminus claudens of all his
fucceeding Generations, which bounds and terminates & parze ante all the
fucceeding Generations 3 as that Man when prefent was not eternal, fo
neither can the addition of fucceffive Generations preduce a Line of
duration of infinite extent, for that duration is stringue clanfs, namely,
with that Man which was once prefent , and that Moment wherein I now
write. » :

3. My

—_A
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or fisita , yet theappofition is to the whole number or multitude, and the
collecion thereof , and therefore the abfurdity of the Suppofition of g5
infinite pre-exifting multitude , which is more enlarged by the increafe,
is equally evident, as if we could fuppofe an appolition of the number
to any 0t¥1er part; forthe fcopeof the Argumentis to prove the incom.
poffibility of Infiniteand Multitude , becaufe no Multitude can be greater
than Infinite, yet fuch would it neceflarily be, if we fhould fuppofe the
multitude now greater than it was a thoufand years before: And to render
it yet more plain, fuppole on the other fide we thould take the other
Operation of Arithmetick, namely, Subduétion: If outof that fuppefed
infinite multitude of antecedent Generation, we fhould by the Operation
of the Underftanding fubduce Ten, whether we fubduct that Number
of Ten out of the laft Generations of Men, or out of Generations 3
thoufand years fince , or indeterminately out of the whole Collection,
certainly the refidue mult needs be lefs by Ten than it was before that
Subdu@ion made, and yet flill the Quotient muft be as great as before,
which is ftill infinite. ' . o ‘

Again , the incongruity of the Suppofition of an infinite multitude
appears in this, that the part muft be as infinite as the whole: It is the
Inftance of Algarel, in his Dialogue with Averroes ; the Number of 4
multiplied into it felf produceth the Square Number of 16, and that
again multiplied by 4 produceth the Cubick Number of 64. If we
fhould fuppofe a multitude actually infinite , there muft be infinite Roots,
and Square and Cubick Numbers, yet of neceflity the Root is but the
fourth part of the Square, and the fixteenth part of the Cubick Number.
The Inftance of Algarel, in his firft Difputation with dverroes, which
Averroes endsavours to anfwer (but tyres himfelf invain to do 1t) may
explain this Confequence: The Su» pafleth through- the Zodiack in one
year, Saturs pafleth through it in thirty years s fothat the Revolutionof
Saturn to the Revolution of the S#z isasone to thirty , and confequently
as one Revolution of Satarz contains thirty Revolutions of the S, fo
two Revolutions thereof muft containfixty Revolutions of the Sw#, and
foif we fhould fuppofe their Revolutions infinite, yet the proportion of
the Revolutions muft neceffarily hold the fame, namely, inall the w_bolc
Colle&ion, the Number of the Sw»s Revolutions muft be thirty times
as many as the Number of Saswrns Revolutions, and confequently the
Revolutions of Satwrz can be no more than one thirtieth part of the
Revolutions of the Su#, and yet both being fuppoled infinite, the part,
namely, the thirtieth part, muft be as great as that’whereof it is the
thirtieth part, which is impofhble. _

And this impoffibility holds in all other things that have {ucceffion or
extenfion, as in quanuty, motion, {ucceffive duration of things,
their nature fucceffive. But it is more plain and confpicuous in difcrete
quantity , or different Individuals, which arealready meafured by Num-
ber, without any breaking the continuity that is in things that have con-
tinuity , as continued quantity and motion. And therefore they that
go about to demonftrate the impoffibility of Eternal Motion , 4 parte anté,
or infinite extenfion in a Body, Line, or Superficies, do firlt break it into
parts to meafure them, and reduce them to difcrete quantity , becaufe the

demonftration is more clear and fenfible thereby , and therefore they brii&llé
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the Meafures of Motion into Hours, Days, Years, -or fuch like Mealures,
or into Periodical Revolutions, and (o they break continued Quantity
into Palms , Feet, Perches, orthelike; becaufe though the repugnancy
of Infinitude be equally incompetible to continued or fucceflive Morion ,
Duration, or continued Quantity, and depends upon the incompofFbility
of the very nature of things fucceffive or extenfive with Infinitude, yer
that incompofTibility is more confpicuous in difcrere Quantity or Mulritude,
that arifeth from parts or Individualsalready actually diftinguifhed : Bue
thereafon of both s the fame , efpecially if broken and divided jnto real
orimaginary pargs. o :
_Butin-the Matter in queftion, namely, Multitude of fucceffive Men,
o lucceflive Generations of Men, there is already a feparate, divided,
difcrere multitude , without any antecedent work of my Underftanding
or otherwile, to reduce it into parts or difcrete multitude s and (o the
Inftances of the Abfurdities that arile by an infinite multitude of Indi-
vidualsand diftin@ Generations , is made more plain and open to view ;
And hethat is defirous to profecute thele 4fyffats of Infinitude and Mul-
fitude, let himrefort to the Preleions of Faber , golle@ed by Monfuerins,
in his Metaphyfica demonfirativa de infinito, C . ,
And to fay the truth, there are¢ none of the Ancients that have any
weight in them, that do not agree, that it is impoflible that any Quantity,
tither difcrete or continued, fhould be actually infinite, but only poten-
tilly, cither by addition of fuppofed parts to either, or by divifion of
Quantity continued into parts infinitely divifible: But the greater diffi-
alty refts in the Afumption , whichis next tobe confidered. .
~ The fecond Propofition is this, That if Eternal Geperations of Men
wereadmitted , there would be this abfurd Conlfequernice, thata multitude
given might be actually infinite, which remainsto be proved.
- The Objection that {tands in the way feems to be this, Thatthereis
no repugnancy that Multitude might be poffibly infinite , for as we may
withour any inconvenience fuppole, tliat the Generations of Mankind
might be fempiternal or cternal, 2 parte py#, fo there is no inconvenience
o luppole them eternal, &parte ante, for they never co-exift, but are
_(uccqﬂivc, and fo do not conftitute any multitude co-exifting a&ually
ifinite, which is indeed impoffible; but there is no implication or
rEpUﬁnancy that there might be an infinite fucceffion of Generations,
for dt ?y are not together, bur ong Generation pafleth and another {uc-
wedeth, , ' '
And hence it is they {ay, that in meventibns vel sanfis per [e fubordinatis,
there cannot be proce(fus in infimitum , bur we mult neceflarily fix in a Firt
Mover , berween whom and the laft Motion or Effect therc cannot be
feries of Infinite Caufes for two Reafons: Firft, Becaufe if there were
finite Movers or Caufes, moving per [¢ to the fame effect or motion,
the motion would be infinite , and [o would the time wherein that motion
would be ablolved , for infinitus motus non fit in finito tempore,  Second| v,
And again , there would be an aéual Infinitude of co-exifting Caulfes,
whichisimpoffible s and therefore for the purpofe, to the proc?u&ioh of
this generation of an Infec by putrefaction, there is not an infinite feries
of Caules per [ co-operating to its production, but the feries of Canfes
i finite 5 for the active qualitics of the Elements move the Matter, and
P2 the
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the Heat and Influence of the Heavens agitate and move, it may be, the
Elementary Body, and the Intelligences move the Heavenly Bodies , and
Almighty God the Primum Movens moves the Intelligences, and thele
are finite in number : But in caufis aut moventibus accidentaliter [ubordinari;
there may be an Infinitude or Eternity, thus the Father may beget the
Son, and theGrandfather begat the Father, and fo backward to Eteroity,
and fo in the fucceflive produétions of all Animals ex femine. For though
the Individuals fucceffively exifting from all Eternity, muft needs be ink.
nite, yet they do not coexift, but as one Generation comes another
decays, and {o make no infinite multitude ; and confequently, that al|
the abfurdities that are heaped upon the Suppofition of infinite multitude
or numbers, conclude nothing to the matter in queftion , becaule there
is no infinite multitude , becaule no infinite Individuals or Generations
of Mankind coexifting: And though this cannot at all, according to their
fuppofition , any way admit the poffibility of an infinitely extended Body,
Line, Superficies, or Place, becaule that would be an actual infinitude in
extent 5 yet as to fucceflive continued things, as fucceffive Motion, a5
that of the Heavens, and fucceflive Duration, as that of Motion which
we call Time, there is nothing of inconvenience according to their Sup-
pofition, if they be infinite , eternal and without beginning ; becaufe
though they confift of infinite Parts, yet they are not altogether , or co-
exifting , without which thereis no real Multitude, ‘

So that the Queftion will be hereby reduced to this Point , Whether
in this fucceffion of Generations and Individuals of Mankind there be fuch
a Multitude produced -that is confiftent with Infinitude therein.

T thall not here lay hold of that Suppofition of the Immortality of the
Souls of the feveral Individuals of Mankind ( whichif fuppoled , would
“make an infinite multitude aGually coexifting of feparate Souls) becaufe
{ome of thofe that maintain the Eternity of Mankind , deny the Immor-
rality of the Soul ; others deny the Immortality of the Soul in its indi-
viduation, fuppofing it to refolve into a certain common Element of
Souls; and otl‘;ers , as the Pyhagoreans, though allowing the Immortality
of Souls in their individuation, yet fuppofe a finite number of Souls
might fupply the infinite Succeffions of Men by Tran(migration of thefe
in their due time: This I lay afide , becaufe it would neceflarily occafion
other Difputes with Men of thofe Per{wafions. :

1 do therefore fay, That upon the Suppofition of the Eternal Suc-
ceffion of the Generations of Men , and the infinite fucceffive Individuals
therebyarifen,, there doth arife fuch a Multitude as is equally incenfiftent
with Infinitude , as if the Individuals had been all cocxifting, and that
all thofe foregoing Afyffaza that render any number or multitude of ce:
exifting Individuals impoffible to be infinite, render the multitude of
fucceffive Individuals impoffible to be infinite; abating only the excre
feence of infinite coexifting Men to an infinite moles, which inconve:
nience indeed falls not upon the fucceffions of Individuals , fome by death
and corruption making room for new Succeffors.

And to make good what Ifay, I fhall deliver thefe enfuing Concl
fions.

1. Thatasin things that are prefent, while theyactually are, they allo

neceffarily are 5 fo in things that have been, they have been while they
‘ were,

Cap. 4 the Origination of Manlvtiﬁd. B

were, aéually and neceffarily : Itisas certain that my Father and Grand-

father once atually were iz reram natura, as it is certain that I now
agually am 5 for though in things that are yet to come , they are only in
poffibility , and not in act; yet in things that have already been, they
have been as agtually as what now iss iz praseritis non datur poffibilitas ;
and it is as certain that what is paft, once was actually preﬁznf ané
exifting , as what now is, is aﬁuaHy prefent and exifting. This I fay
to prevent that Objection, That things paft and things to come are of
the fame nature In relation to their exiftence, and that only our manner
Zf/ ‘apprch_ﬁn_ﬁon is that which makes things future only inter joﬁ-
ilia, . ) )
kL That things that once exifted and are now paft, do as really con-
ftitute a multitude (if many ) as things that are coexifting : It is as evi-
dent thatthe Grandfather and Father and Son did as really make up a
multitude, that is, one man, and one man, andone man, (which mul-
titude we call artificially three, though the Father and Son were both
Pofthumi) as if they all had or did all now exift together 5 and it is as true
a Predication to fay that thefe were many, as it were in cafe they had-all
coexifted, or were now coexifting: And thofe three Revolutions of the
Firlt Moveable that were paﬁ three days fince, areasreally a multitude
of Revolutions, as the three Stars that this hour coexift in Hcavexily Con-
flellation are a multitude of Stars: and when I fpeak of a multitude, I
mean mare than one. - o e
3. That although number ; or the digefting things under this or that
pumber, whether Collective, as three, fix, nine 5 or Qrdinal, as the fe-
cond , third, or fourth, be butan operation of the Underftanding only
yet antecedent to any act of the Underftanding, and without the help of
1t, wanm and multa, and of thofe multa, plura, or pasciora have a reality ;
Plato is one , and Plaze and Ariftotle are multi , or more than one, and
Plato and Aristotle and Tully, area greater multitude than Plate emd7 Ari-
ftorle , antecedently to any operation of the Underftanding. o
4» That antecedently to any a& of the Underftanding , even in thofe
things that have a fucceffive exiftence, and are not all together, there is
as real an unity or multiplicity as in things coexifting. For inftance
The Revolution of Heaven that was difpatched the firlt Natural day of
the laft week ,_was as really, as that Revolution which now is in con-
cluding really is; and as it really was, fo it really was bug one: And
the Revolutions that followed in the twa next Natural days were rezilly"'
more than onc, and thercfore multa ; and the Revolutions of the three
next days after , wasa multitude greager than the Revolutions of thetwo
former days; and all thofe fix Revelutions were really a greater multi-
tude of Revolutions than any. one of the former multitudes, and this
without and before any operation of the Underftanding, though indeed
the Underftanding gives them their numeral diftin&ion of one, and two,
and three, and fix, ' o Lo
. 5- That the incompoffibility of Infinitude with Multitude, or the
impoffibility that any Multitude fhould be infinite, doth not arife either
upon the exiltence or non-exiftence of the Subjeéts of that Multitude to-
gether at this or any other determinate time,’ but from the yery nature
of Multitude it felf: So that whether the mmits were prefent , or paft,
. C oo
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or fixed, or (ucceffive, yet the very fuppofition of Multitude doth exclude
the poffibility of its infinitude: ~For 1, It fuppofeth a difcrete Quan.
tity, and any Quantity muft needs be limired. 2. It [uppofeth a con:
fiftence of many Unities into which it muft neceflarily be refolved , as
the conftituent Subjec or Matter of them. 3. It fuppofeth a Term
which cannot be the greateft: It is impoffible that any Multitude can
be fo great but that a greater may be given: So that as although there
were no Man in the World to take notice of it, every Triangle would
contain three angles equal to two right-angles; though no Man were in
the World to dilcover or affent to ity fo though there were no thingg
in the World exifting to be denominated ms/z4, and no Underftanding n
the World to form the conception of it, it would be an eternal Truth,
That what cenfifteth of many Unities, as all Multitude neceflarily doth,
cannot be Infinite, nor confequently any Multitude arifing by fucceffion
cannot in the nature of the thing be Eternal. .

Upon the whole matter therefore, I conclude that it is impoffible thay
the Generations of Men or their fucceflive Individuals can be Eternal;
that a Multitude doth as well arife by fucceffive as by coexifting Indivi-
dualsy that if the Generations of Men and their fucceflive Individuals
were Eternal, there would neceffarily follow, that the multitude of fuch
Individuals were infinite as well as if they were all coexifting, and that
it is cqually repugnant to the nature of multitude , whether of fucceffive
or of coexifting Individuals to be infinite: Therefore therecould not be
fuch an eternal fucceffion of Individuals e Generations.

And that this Suppofition , That multitude of coexifting Individuals,
or of Caufes or moventes per fe , cannot be infinite ; but that fucceflive In-
dividuals or Caufes and Effeéts per accidens mi%ht be infinite and eternal,
is in truth a Suppolition not fitted to the truth of things, or grounded
upon any rational difference berween the things , but a Suppofition fitted
merely to ferve that other precarious Suppofition which Ariftotle and his
followers had taken up touching the Eternity of the World.

And thefe fhall be all the Reafons that I fhall trouble my felf wichall
againit the Eternity of Mankind, or the fucceffive Generations and Indi-
viduals thereof ; having willingly declined thofe many other Ingenious
Reafons given by others (as of the Impertranfibility of Etcenity, and the
impoffibility therein to attain to the prefent term or limit of antecedent
Generations or Ages the neceffity of every pofferius to have a priws, that
there be an equal number of priora and pofferiora) which either are fo many
various Explications of the Reafons going before, or at leaft are not o
evidently concludent, ‘or are fubject to Exceptions in fome particulars.

The Objections both againft the Realons before given, and againft
the Suppofition it felf , T fhall take up after the next Chapter, wherein
I fhall examin the other Suppofition before mentioned , namely, The
eternal exiftence of fome firlt Man and Woman , and the fucceffive Gene-
;a;i(f)‘ns from them, wherein, becaufe it is touched before, I fhall be

ricf, :
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CAP. V.

Concerning the Suppofition of the firft Eternal Exiftence of the: common
Parents of Mankind, and the production of the Jucceeding Individuals

from them.

Come to that other Suppofition, namely, of the Exiftence of fome
one Man and Woman the common Parents of Mankind eternally,
and the fucceffive multiplication of the Race of Mankind from them
by the ordinary courfe of generation. And although this Suppofition
carries with ‘it the clear evidence of its ablurdity , and therefore may
feem to be fcarce worth the pains. of a Confutation ; yet becaule it lyes
in my way, and the Oblervations upon it may be uleful for other pur-
pofes, I fhall fay fomewhat concerning it. ,v . ‘
This firlt eternal Pair we cannot conceive to have an exiftenee by a
bare courle of Nature, without an eternal Creation of them by Almighty
God, and an unintermitted Influence from him to fupport them in a
flate of Incorruptibility through the vaft abyfs of Eternity: For he that
will fuppofc things purely under that courfe of exiftence that is proper
to them by the courfe of Nature, muft needs fuppofe the Individuals of

* the humane Nature to have been always fuch, and of fuch a Frame as
; now they are, that is, mortal and corruptible Beings ; and though their
© Ages might anciently be of a longer continuance than now they are, yet
| (upon a bare natural account) they could not be conceived immortal,
" incorruptible , immutable, no more than they are now. ‘ ‘-

Therefore fince the great admirers of Nature do therefore frame }thtA:ir
Hypothefes of an eternal Succeffion of Men, becaufe they think themfelves

" bound “to think that all things have ever been as now they are, and

becaufe they will not fubftitute other Hjpothefes of the Origination or
Exiftence of things in any other manner than they now fee them. Cer-
tainly as to thele, and ad hominem , it is an Evidence beyond contradi-
&on , that there never was any fuch pair of Man and Woman that eter-
nally exifted, but that all Men and other perfect Animals, if they were
eternal in their Species , were eternally produced ex prims genitis as now
theyare,, and that there was no onc firft individual of Man or Beaft that
had an eternal Exiftence, becaufe fuch a Suppofition equally croffeth that
courfe of the nature of things which now they fee, which therefore they
make the ftandard , and their meafure of things that are paft. N
They therefore that muft fupport an exiftence of the firft individual

- Parents of humane Nature, and that thofe Individuals had an cternal

exiftence, muft neceffarily fuppofe that they had that exiftence by an
eternal Creation of Almighty God, and an eternal Influx and Support
from him in that incorruptible eftate through all the vaft extent of an
cternal duration.

And by this means they do think, and that truly, that they affert a
dependence of the Species of things upon Almighty Ged , which cannot

- poffibly be fuppoled to be dependent upon him, unlefs they had in their

indivi-
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individual nature their exiftence from him; fince it is impoflible there
can be any Suppofition of the exiftence of any Species (as for inftance,
the Species of Man) unlels it be fuppofed to exift in Individuals; nor cop.
fequently a dependence of the Species of Mankind upon God as its Cauf,
unlefs there were a dependence of the firft Individuals thereof upon hin
in fleri as their Caufe: And they likewife hope ( but vainly) hereby t,
avoid the inconveniences of fucceflive eternal Generations without agy
firft capur or Radix of thofe Generations, though they fall hereby ing
the fame difficulties, and others that are equally intricate and inexpli.
cable, - ‘ :

And although in this Suppofitien we muft admit the firft pair thy
were the Roots of Mankind did herein differ from the ftate of Manking
now, that whereas now Men live ordinarily feventy or eighty years, and
are fubje& to Death, yet thofe firft radices humani generss were by the
Influence of the Divine Power immortal , and not confined to the age
incident now te Mankind, but were able to endure the immenfe du.
ration of an eternal being 5 yet we muft allo fuppofe that in other refpes
they were of the fame Make with thele individuals of Mankind that ars
now : For otherwife inftead of a fuppofition of an eternal being of the
firft individual Man and Woman that had their being by eternal Creation,
we fhall fall into a fuppofition of fomething that was not in truch Man,
And therefore, as according to the Doérine of “Mofes and the Truth,
4dam the firft created Man, though confifting of a compofition intrin-
fecally diffolvable, had he continued inInnocence, fhould or might have
held by the continued Influx of the Divine Will and Power a ftate of
immortality and indiffolublenefs of his Compolition; yet as to the Ef
fentials of his nature, and the Integrals thereof, he fhould have been and
continued like other Men. - ,

- And therefore thofe firlt imaginary eternal Individuals, the Root of
Mankind, fhould have confifted of Flefh and Blood and Mind and Soul

. and Body as other Men do, they muft have the fupport of their Lives by

receiving of nourithment, by digefting thereof according to the various
procefs of Digeftion as we do, they muft draw in their Breath or Air
and emit it again as wedo, they muft have had the like {uceeflive motion
of the Heart and the like circulation of their Blood as we have, the
like lacal motion of their Bodies, the like variation and fucceffion of
Thoughts as we have; and though the fuppofed Eternity of them fhould
have excluded from them corruption or diffolution in that vaft Period
of Eternity, yet cven that duration of his muft be in this refpect like
ours, that it was a fucceflive duration, a duration that was meafured
out by the fuppofed coexiftence of the eternal fucceffion of days, and
months, and years: And fuch a duration, asthough there had beenno
fuch collateral or coextended extrinfick meafure, yet it was intrinfecally
fucceffive , and not indivifible, becaufe he was in his nature a corporeal

fucceffive Being as well as we; and as we in the very Conftitution of

our Cutomator have certain fucceflive gradual marks and {igns-and ope-

* rations, whereby though there were no external fucceffive meafurc, by

comparifon whereto the fucceffion of our duration might appear,, as the
Motion of the Heavens and Heavenly Bodies, and the like; yet by thofe

connatural fucceffive marks and figns our beings and durations woulli
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be meafured , and tlie fucceffions thercof would appear; as the vitifli-
tudes of Refpiration, the Pulfes ; Palpitations of our Hearts, the variety
and fucceflion of acts of Senfation, the fucceflion of our Thoughts and
Cogitations 5 whereby it is apparent we have not only intrinfecal miarks
and diftinctions of our fucceflive duration, but alfo that our operations
are various: I do, Ithinkand fpeak that to day which I did not yefter-
day, the numbet of my Refpirations or Pulfes were thus many yefterday,
and as many to day, and it may be more; upon the variety happening in
my Body by local motion, repletion, or any cafual perturbation. And
as all this T find ini my felf and other men, fo I muft needs conclude
the very like was in thele firft Individuals thatare furpofed to be eternal :
For though they had ( ex fuppofitionc ) an immorrality and prefervation
from putrefa&ion or cortuption by the eternal and continued influx of
the Divine Goodnefs and Power , yet they were fnot in a ftate of perfe@®
immutability in their actions, operations, or exiftence :. For then we muft
fuppofe them not to have been Humane Creatures, but Gods,, et at leaft
Angels; which neverthelefs are not wholly exempt from their degrees
of mutability and variation, at leaft in their intrinfick operations: it
beirigy the fovercign Prerogative of Almighty God only, to be without
rariablenefs or fhadow of change. N
 And riow 1 fhall not inquire what are become of thofe etérhal pair
of firft Paretits, where they are, or if they are dead, how it came to
pafs they could weather and ftand the fhock of an eternal duration, and
jet be at any time [ubject to a diffolution, It may be faid they were
manflated into Heaven, or poffibly they may be fince dead , the Divine
Beneficence fubduéing in this or that point of time that Influence which
it communicated from the time of their firft Creation, whereby they
were kept in a ftate of immortality till char moment of the fubduction
lthereof wherein they began to undergo the common Laws of Diffo-
ution, - ‘ Co S
But I do fay that there is the fame impoffibility -that any corporeal
Individual of {uch a Make and Conftitution as Maa is, thould be eternal
i hoe individuo, as there is in the eternal fucceflion of feveral Indivi-
duals: Such a kind of duration cannot be fuftained by fucceflion of
Humane Individuals, much lefs can it be fuftained by any fingle Indivi-
dual of Humane Nature, : - : :
1. The fame abfurdities and impoffibilities would follow upon the
dmiflioni of the Eternity of one fingle Humane Individual as of fuccel~
five; becaufe that Individual hath neceffarily a concomitant fucceffion
of interpolated Motions , namely, the Pulfes of the Heart, and the fuc-
«efive Motions of Relfpiration, and divers others. All which will pro-
duee multitudes uncapable of Infinitude, as much as the feveral indi-
viduals of Mankind: - S o . RS
And among all thefe Pulfes and Refpirations fome one will be necef-
farily, infinitely, actually diftant from (omé other Pulfe within the limits

+of time, whereupon all thofe former heaps of incongruities and impof-

fibilities before obferved will be confequential. _ , :
2, It is impoffible that any Being can be cternal with fucceffive eternal .
.Phyfical changes, or variety of ftates or mannet of exiftency naturally,
and neceffarily concomitant unto it Buot if we thould fuppofe any b;c/;ns:,
an

ot o
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2 Child, a Youth, afull grown Man, or "any other.determinate unchange:
able ftate.  As we have before oblerved, though we fhould admir a

Mbitity of an eternal Creation of Man or of any created Being what-
foever, we muft fuppole him created under fome of the conditions
whichare incident to an individual nature 5 he muft be created in fome
determinate #67 , and in fome determinatc fit#s and ftatey he mult be
creatcd in Reft or in Motion, a Child; or a Youth, or a full grownMan:
This Man, unlefs he put off his nature ; muft in fome_finite. or limited
rime at leaft after the eternal imaginary moment of his Being move
Jocally , or with the Motions of alteration , augmentation,  growth or
decay. Thefe and the like Mouqns are, upon the dccount of {ns Con-
ftitution , neceflarily incident to him within certainordinary Periods, and
are connatural to his very Contftitution, - Sl
" And therefore it is irrational ; and indeed impoffible that this created
Man fhould eternally be in a ftate of Reft without Motion , without
Alteration , Augmentation, Diminution; and yet thus he muft be con-
ceived to be, if he were eternally made: If once we admit a variation
from the ftate of his Creation , that variation muft be ncceffarily after
an eternal and infinite duration, and therefore within the compals of
Time: If this Man fhould be conceived to move or alter his condition
within a year; nay a million of years after his Creation, his Creation
could not be eternal , becaule his Creation would be antecedent to_that
firft alteration bit a finite time 5 and that firft alteration could not be
eternal, but within the compals of a finite time ;- and confequently_his
Creation anteceding that firft alteration by a finite time could not be
eternal; ‘or of an infinite diftance from the time wheréin I write: And
confequently this Creation of Man is not ,; cannot be, eternal , becaufe
Man in his very Conftitution hath the neceflary concomitants of  thofe
alterations that are inconfiftent with an eternal duration, and fuch as
he cannot be witheut, according to the very intrinfick fabrick of his na-
tive Conftitution one Week , much lefs an eternal duration.

Again , the rruthis, the very Suppofition of eternal Creation of any
Being eflenrially diftinguifhed from Almighty God is a perfect contra-
dicion in it felf: Thar which is etefnal, is that which is without begin-
ping; that whichis created, hath neceffarily a beginning, akthoygh by
Cremtion, o SR TR R
But I flall not profecuté this any- farcher , the Suppofition of any ir-
dividual of Mankind eternally created is fo abfurd that it deferves not
half the words that have been ufed -about it: But I have not been fo
prolix in it for the fake of the Suppofition it felf, but rather becaule it
gives a fair epportunity of ¢learing of {ome things which could nor be.
fo aptly done otherwile. ‘ ) S
.*And upon all this that hath been faid , although it thould be admitged
that there were an eternal being of a firft Man and a firlt Woman, yee
it were impo{lible in Nature that the Generations of Men fhould be in-
finite, and this appears upon the Reafons here given , and likewilg upon
the former Confideration of the impoffibility of the Eternity of Mixed-
Bodies. . For .it . is abfolutely neceffary that there be an jntepval be-
tween the firft exiftence of the firft created Parents of Mankind andthe

prodution of ‘any defcendent from them by ordinary courle of pro-
; o Q2 ' creation

one Man eternal , yet he muft in the very conftitution of his being ne.
ceffarily have Phyfical changes and variety of ftates and manners (f
exiftence accompanying him , or ellc we muft unman him, and make hjp,
aniother thing : Therefore no individual Man can be eternal.. The M;.
jor Propofition is evident to any that confider it. For let-us {uppof the
firft Man created eternally in a ftate of Childhood, Youth, or Reft, it j
neceffary that he continue eternally in that ffate, and the firlt' momey
he moves or alters that ftate, muft be on this fide the uttermoft limics o
¢ompafs of Eternity, namely, within fuch a compafsas is finitely diftan,
from this hour , for two Caufes: Becaufe Reft muft needs be anteceden
to his Motion, his Childhood antecedent to his Youth, and that to his
Manhood ; and therefore if his Reft, Childhood , or Youth were eternal,
his.motion or alteration of his ftate cannot be eternal, for then this gon-
tradicory Propofition fhould be true, That Man did eternally reft and
eternally move, or which is all one, eternally move and eternally o
move, for Reft in Bodies is but an ablence or privation of Motion:
That he was eternally a Child, eternally a Youth, and eternally a groun

Man. . . N - Tha
. Bue let us {uppofe that it were poffible that he might be created etér-
nally in a ftate of Reft, or yet in fome determinate. point within the
extent of Etcrnity he thould begin to move; that interval that anteqeded
his Motion muft be either in a finite or infinite diftance from us.:. If
we thould fuppofe it infinite, we contradict our felves ; for we thall make
the firft Motion eternal,, and confequently infinitely diftant fromys; aed
yet to have a beginning, and fuch a beginning that was infiniely later
than the Eternity of Reft. . And if wefhall {fuppofe the interval begween
the firft imaginary beginning of that Reft and the beginning: of: that
Motion, finite, (l{lppofe for the purpofe, the time of a Month). then we
fhall upon the very fame account make the beginning of that Metion to
be lefs than eternal, becaufe beguna Month after what was eternal 5 and
confequently alfo we fhall make the beginning of that Reft. to 1be not
eternal, becaufe chat firft Motion having a beginaing after Eternity, could
not.be ‘eternal; nor confequently the beginning of that Reft coyld not be
eternal, for, ex fuppofitione, it is but a Month ancienter than thagMetion,
which was not eternal : and a finite duration added to a finite;durasion
cannot make an infinite duration: Therefore if Man , ex fuppofitione, wete
created in‘any ftate whether of Motion or Reft , Childhood , Youth, full
grown Age, or whatever other ftate it be, he muft neceflarily fo perlit
aninfiniteduration , andif heundergo any alterarion from that ftate, tha
alteration muft be intime, or of a puilne date to Eternity. © RN
- The fecond: Propofition is thiss That Man in his very Conftitution is
fuch, that-there is unceflantly and naturally concomitant with- BimiPhy,
fical changes, and a variety of ftates and real changes, without which
he would be in vain, and indeed he could not be what he muft befuppold
to be, namely, eflentially a Man.” . .. oo = .
- It hath been heretofore fhewn what great variety of Motions and Alte
rations do neceflarily accompany his very Conftitution, and let any Man
but think with himfelf 'what a kind of thing Man would be during l
that immenfe abyfs of his firft being, if he be fuppofed eternally and
unchangeably refting, unchangeably moving, eternally and unchaué}:’g?ly
: a 1a
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creation or generation : For fuch a production cannot by any poffibility
be as ancient as the produceats; though Creation may be inftantaneous,
et Generation in its firft inception, complement and perfection, cannot
inftantancous. Jdedque necefle eff ut primus homo per procreationem five
naturalem generationem productus, per novem menfes integros poft primam con.
ceptionems n wtero lateat & demnm post ejufAcm in lucem editionem, per
ommes gradws infantic, pueritia , jwventutis, ad complementum maturioris
ctatis deveniat’: unde etiam necefle eit ut primws homo per generationem,
p«ﬁerior ﬁt primis hominibus per creationens , per [patium ad minus novem mes.
fium. Unde [i daretur primos humani generis parentes extitiffe per eternam
creationem , impaffibile est primos homines ex iifdem prognatos extitiffe per
eternam gemerationem ; parentum enim exiftensia pracedere debet exiftentiom
fili¢ , aliter filins per generationem ¢ pater i;;[m's pofirivis existemtiis erunt
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of all hands is agreed to be infinite; our Facultics arc proportionate to
thofe Objects that are derived to s by the help and inftrumentality of
Senfe , either immediately, or at leaft mediately, and therefore are not
roportioned to the nature of Eternity and Infinitude. And thercfore
our Reafoning touching thefe matters is as if he that were born blind
fhould Philofophize touching Light or Colours , whereunto he hath nor,
por never had a Faculty accommodate.

I anfwer , It is true that there is fomething which I may call Pofitive
inthe conception of Eternal or Infinite, which the Underftanding cannot
mafter. But fince it is very plain that all things in the World come under
the diftribution of finite or infinite, or that which hath a begioning,
or that which hath not a beginning and is confe?uently eternal 5 If
I can { as moft certainly I may) have a conception of whatis finite, and

what are the Laws and neceflary Connexions of it, I can by that Nation

«qué antiqut , wtrigue aterni: Et fi detur exifientia patris (licet non fub ea
relatione ) ante exiftentiam filii, filii exifientid principinm habeat mecefJe of
pofierins exiftentid patris, & fic non aqué antiqnum , & confequenter mec ster.
num. :

Upon the whole matter, I do conclude, That although the Creation
of the common Parents of Mankind might be de faé#o a very long time
fince, nay although there can be no imaginable time nor imaginable
point wherein the Creation of the Individuals might not have been by
the Divine Powery nor no imaginable point but that the Creation of
the World or Mankind might have been fooner, if the Divine Will had
been fo pleafed, (for that denotes only a poffibility of pre-exiftence
fooner thau it was, if the infinite Agent had fo pleafed, and not anaéwl
Eternity) yet it is not poffible in the nature of the thing that Mankind
or any other created Being , that hath fucceffion either continued or dif
crete neceffarily accompanying it, fhould foftain an actual , eternal , and
confequently infinite duration.

conclude that whatfoever is finite, or that muft be under the Laws and
Rules of finite Beings, cannet be infinite: I have a Globe in my Hand,
though I know not the Eternity, yet I know that whatloever hath or
muft neceflarily have limits or fizes, 1s not, cannotbe infinite, and there-
fore this Globe cannot be infinite: And if I can find in any other thing
1 parity of Reafon , 1do and may remove infinitenefs from it as reafonably

this Life I live; Ido therefore certainly know that whatfoever is limited
orlbounded by fomewhat that neceflarily anteceded it, cannot be eter-
na N . B

I do not determhin what Eternal or Infinite is in the Pofitive nature
of it, only I remove Infinitude from what I find to be neceflarily finite
and determin, that whatfoever hath bounds or limits to it, is quid finitum,
and not guid non finitune 3 and whatfoever hath neceffarily a beginning is
wid temporale , and not quid aternwm : And all my endeavour hath been
to fhew that the things before difputed are and needs muft be of fuch
a nature as comes under the notion of what I know, namely, fizitum or
temporale ; and not under the negation thereof, namely, zfinitum , or
mn finitum , OX fine prinmcipto. ' '

2. Object. 'That by denying the poflibility at leaft of Eternity to
created fucceffive Beings, I put a reftraint to the infinite Goodnels of
God, who thereby is ftraitned in the communication of his Goodnefs,
weternal to his being, whichis part of his Divine Perfection ; and alfo
to the extent of his Power and Omnipotence: which is too bold and
adventurous,

Tanfwer, Touching the Goodnels of God, and the neceffity of his
communication thereot, I have before {aid enough in the Second Cha:
pter, I fhall not repeatit : But as touching the other reftraint upon his
Omnipotence , I fay, the denying of Power in God to make a Creature,
¢fpecially a fucceflive created Nature as ancient as himfelf, is no morg
aderogation from his Power, than to deny him Power to make a Crea-
ture as great, and as good , and as powerful as himfelf: The Infinitenefs
of his Duration is a part of the Divine Perfeftion (in my judgment)
incommunijcable to any created Being, and it is part of the eminence,
ind excellence, and tranfcendence o? that Divine Perfection, as well
sothers thar are not communicable to any created Being.  But {econdly,

CAP VL

Certain Objeftions againft the Truths formerly delivered , and againf
the Reafons given in proof thereof , With their Solutions.

Here are certain confiderable Objections againft thofe things that
‘are delivered in the precedent Chapters , and againft the conclu-
dency or evidence of thofe Reafons,-thefe I have delivered over to this
Chapter. ‘ :
" The Firft Objection is thus: That Eternity, and Infinite, and the
notions thereof are too large for our Undcr({anding , and we are lof
when we go about to frame Conceptions of them ; and all our Argumen-
tations touching them are .inevident and unconcludent , becaufe our
Underftanding being but a finite power is capable only of finite Objeds,
and that the media whereby we go about to evince any thing muft needs be
finite, or otherwile they are not comprehenfible by us, and thereforc
wholly difproportionate to frame Conclufions touching an Objeét tha;
[¢

and evidently as I do from this Globe I hold, or this Hour I write, or -

Suppols
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.Suppofe that Eternity might be communicated to any created Being, s

for the purpofe, to the more pure Mental Natures , yet I do not difpa-
rage the Omnipotence of God when I fay it is not communicable to 5
fucceflive Being that is iz fluxs ; not for want of Power in God , but for
‘want of Capacity in the nature of the thing to fuftain fuch a duration
upon the intrinfecal dilcongruity of the one to the other: It would not
be a derogation to the Divine Omnipotence , to deny that the Diagonal
of a Square fhould be commenfurate in length to the Sides ; for the nature
of the thing will not bear it. o ;
3. Objet. But a late Author hath with oftentation enough produced

an Argument whereby all thofe Reafons and Inftances concerning the

“impoffibility and abfurdity of, infinite Genetations, infinite Individuals,
and infinite Motion fuppofed to have actually exifted, are eafily dif-
charged; and therefore he concludes, that notwithftanding all that hath
been faid, the Generations of Men might have been actually eternal,
and that there may be infinite numbers of fucceflive Men ; Generations

and Revolurions, ‘and that confequently it is not repugnant that infinite

may be greater than inﬁnitE;,t?lat there be infinite Days, and Years,

and Men , and yet inthat infinite 365 times more Days than Years , yet

both infinite 5 the number of Men infinite , and yet the number of their -

Hands or Eyes double to the number of the Men : ‘That the Suppofition
that thefe are contradictions, are but miftakes and delufions of our tlader-
ftanding not able well to digeft the bufinefs of Eternal, Immenfe, ot

Infinite. And this he thinks he provesby two principal Inftances which

he thinks are unqueftionable. : _ S

1. That there is and would be fuch a thing as Duration , and tha
duration would be fucceffive though there were nobeing in rerum natura,
which he calls rempus aternum. = . ~

2. That there is unqueftionably an infinite Space actually: And yet
all thefe imaginary confequences and abfurdities follow upon ‘that Sup-
pofition , which are urged as the Reafons againft the fucceflive eternal
duration of Individuals above mentioned: For in that infinite {pace there
are infinite Miles and infinite Leagues , and yet thrice fo many Miles a5
Leagues : The extentat both the extremes of Eaft and Weftinfinite ; yet
each extreme divided , infinite: and many fuch the like Inftances , which
yet notwithftanding avoid not the truth of an infinite extenfion.
" Tothis I anfwer briefly in thisplace, (for I have cllewhere examined
at large the truth of both thefe Hypothefes) 1do inthe firft place premile,
That as the exces (as I may call'it) of Being , namely Infinitude, is
difficult to apprehend ; {o the defeét of Being , namely Nothing, is very
difficult to apprehend : When we go about to apprehend fimple No-
thing, yet our Imagination clothes it with fomething like Exiftence,
and gives imaginary being to Nothing , before we can come to fhape 3
thought concerning it. _ S
- And certainly Duration and Space are in themlelves relative to fome-
thing that doth dsrare , and fomething that is patiatum , namely, fome-
thing extended : *And if any ( thing I'cannot {ay) but if any Conceptible
is more nothing than another, Duration without a thing that dureth, and
Space without a thing that is extended in it, is the verieft, the ablo-
luteft Nothing that can be: While they are in conjuncion with the

: - - ‘thing
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thing that fuftains them, they are the meaneft Being that is, for the.y

_ are bur modes of being; and therefore when the things that muft fuftain

them are not, they arc the pureft nothing that can undergo the notion

of Nothing, : : : e
To fay there is a duration, whether fucceflive, or permanent, or in-

divifible, when there is nothing that doth fuftain that duration, isa

Phantafm of Nothing under the notion of Something : For it is moft -

apparent to any man that will but lay afide the Phantafim, That the
duration of every thing is diverfified in relation to it felf, according to
the nature of the thing that endures; and-though it coexifts with a
thing that appropriates another kind of duration, as fuitable to its being,
yet it retains ftill its owwn duration , as appropriate to it felf. Thus the

_duration of the glorious God is another kind of duration than that of

Motion or Bodies, and yet it coexifts with that duration. Nay poffibl
the duration of a permanent Being (we will take it , a piece of Gekf;

hath another kind of duration than that of-Motion , that is fucceflive: -

So that all the notion that we have of Duration without relation to
fomething that eddures, is a fiction that the Underftanding takes up, and
the Image whereby it conceives it, is partly by tha’fhtx:e[fiveﬂelgJ of its:
own operations ;' and partly -by thofe external meafures that it finds in-

Motion, rendred.afucceflive Nature, and pars poff partem : And thus the -

imaginative Underftanding dreffeth up a Nothing, namely, Duration'
without: a thing that endures, and' then attributes to ‘it what the fnds:

i hex:felf, and the things fhe converferh with, namely Succeffion 5 vhen

really ‘there is no fuch thing as duration or fucceflive duration , unlefs
there is fomething that doth {o endure. R

And that this is nothing elfc but a creature of the Imagination appears’
by this: . No man alive can fuppole that there is any exiftence of duration
thatistobe a thoufand years hence, it refts meerly in poffibility 5 yet the-
Imagination will déefs up that future duration under. certain proportions

that it borrows fromrthe things it {ees and converfeth with.. : -
» And what.is faid of Duration without a.Body thatdures, is ini truth
to be faid of Space without a Body to which it relates, and therefore well-
calledjﬁﬂtiﬂmyz'ma’gimriumq T S S AP R
. The juft apprehenfion of Space feems to Be this; - That wherefoevey
there isia Body actually exifting to which Space relateth, " there is: an-
a@tual fpace: And therefore if we fhould: fuppofe nothing to be beporid-
the convex Superficies of the laft Heaven 4. yet the imm:g‘am' contiguity-
of that convex to nothing were a real fpace , becaufe it denotes a true
relation:to that which is , namely, ‘the convex Superficies of the higheft
Arch of being :1 Nay, if we thould fuppofe R P
that the Univerfe were perfecly fpherical, -
and another Univer(eof the fame dimenfion
and: figure were created contiguous to it ,
as o7 and B,.theugh they. were conti:
ghous onlyin the point of contingency, yet -
their two imaginary. Poles:c and' D would . .
havereally a:fpace between, which would . .° - SR
be: commen(irate to the Semidiameter of both Spheress for fill: there'is
a real diftance between the parts of twoBodies, andifrom that-relation:
Loy * arifeth
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arifeth a real {pace : So if the Air within a concave Sphereor Cube were
annihilated or not there, yet there would be a real fpace betweer
the fides of the Cube or Sphere though no Body intervened, becaufe ftill
there remained the ambient fides, to which that {pace may as well relate
and be commenfurate, asif the vacdnt fpace were full of Air. _

But without relation to fome Body, there can be no actual Space; for
Space is a term meerly of relation to fomething that is patiatum.

But then comes in the Author, and brings Lucresins with him, and
tells us , that before the World was there was Space; or otherwife how
could there be room for the Univerfe unlefs there were {pace to receive it:
and f{uppofeth that if an Archer were upon the convex Superficies of
the Heaven there would be fpace for him, and if he fhot his Arrow
upward, there would be fpace for that Arrow to fly, or elfe the Arrow
would not move from the ftring. :

“And all this is very true, and yet it proves nothing of real Space beyond
the confines and relation of Bodies. o

But as in relation to the infinite adtive Power of God, -nothing had
(as it were) a paflive potentiality to be fomething , to be 2 Body, to be
a World; fo confequently nothing had a potentiality, as I may call it,
to.become Space when the World was made, and together with the pro-
duction of Body there was a produétion of Space: As if at this day. in
the funfhine there fhould be produced an opacous Body, together with it
the fhadow would be produced: and as the fhadow, though really no-
thing when there was no opacous Body, had a kind of potentiality.to be,
upon the exiftence of that Body; fo this abyfs of Nothing had a kind of
potentiality to be Space, when {omething was produced to which it might
have relation, as gwid [patiatum. RS

And the fame Anfwer is moft clearly evident, as to Zuresins his

Archer. ; : _—
~There was nothing, and therefore no fpace, till the Archer came to
the convex of the uppermoft Heaven, but only a potentiality, if I may
focall it, to receive him when he was there; and when he fhot up his
Arrow, that (pace that really was not before, but only potentially to ferve
a Body when it comes there , now becomes fpace for the flight and re-
turn of his Arrow; but when it was returned , now the fpace no more
exifted for the Arrow, nor for the Archer after his coming from the con-
vex of the higheft Heaven: fo that though nothing may be fpace when
it hath aBody to whichit mayrelate, yet till that relation it isnot fpace,
but nothing. .- : ' P
And certainly that which impofeth upon perfons to affert an infinite
Space, is this: Their Imagination and Phantafie doth firft create a
Phantafm , that doth fubire vices corporis, and they fill an imaginary fpace
or an imaginary extenfion with that Phantafm, and then indeed they
have got an imaginary fpace; I fay, their Phantafie and Imagination
follows the conception of the imaginary fpace with an imaginary exten-
fion, either fuppofing the World infinitely extended, or elfe fancying

- the Archer and the Arrow, and when that is handfomly fancied , the

Phantafm it felf doth effectually in the Imagination ferve the turn to

make up a relation between aBodyand it , though really there be neither

infinite Body, nor infinite Space, till the Body comes to give it its nrc:la\'tion.Gl
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Cap. 6. the Origination of Mankind.

121

And if men will needs be concluding, that becaufe I cannot deliver
my felf from the apprehenfion of {pace witra pomaria cali , therefore it
muft be fuppofed really to be; we fhall find another imagination hardly
able to deliver it felf from the apprehenfion of fomething beyond the laft
Heavens, and again {omething beyond that, becaufe it cannot frame
to it felf an apprehenfion of nothing, or of any fpace to be without a
Body in it; and {0 upon the fame reafon prove the World infinitely
extended. ‘

And yet I appeal to the Phantafie of thefe very men which either
fuppofe an infinitc empty Space, or an infinite World, whether they can
bring their Imagination to fuch a difcipline as to fuppofe thjs Infinitude
all together, but are fain to go on from one ftep to another, and to
think firft of a fpace larger than the Heavens, and then of a fpace larger
than that, and {ogradually; {o that if Imagination fhould be a fufficient

" medium to prove a real exiftence, it would only prove an indefinite {pace

or extenfion, not a {pace or extenfion a¢tually infinite; for Imagination
will never be able per faltum to conceive actually Infinite, nor without
an Image of Exiftence to conceive that which actually is not.

Therefore it feems to me to be too precarious an Argumentation againft
the ftrong evidence of Reafon, to prove theexiftence of an infinite Space
or infinite Body, barely by bold affirming it or becaufe a man’s Phan-
fafic, or Imagination, or Intellect being accuftomed to the knowledge
only of things extended and real {pace, cannot deliver it felf from the
thought of an imaginary {paceor extent, though there were nothing in
the World to fuftain it. _

And upon this account a late Excellent Author hath ufed a very in-
congruous medium to prove a moft certain and important Truth, namely,
the exiftence of God, becaule there was really a Space before the World
was created: Whereas firft of all, there could be no Space without a
Body ; and fecondly, if therd could be fuch a Space; it were of a divifible
exiftence, which could hold no proportion with the indivifible nature
of the glorious God ; Space being gquid extenfum , and divifible; but the
Effence of God purely [piritual and indivifible, and equally immenfc,
whether there werea World or no World, Space or no Space,

4. The Fourth Objection i§ this: That it fcems that it is not incon-
fiftent that one Infinite fhould be larger than another, and yet both infi-

“nite : Inftances may be given of two kindsy 1. One Infinite in Intenfion

may be larger than another; there are degrees of perfection in Created
Natures, a Brute is more perfect than a Vegetable, and a Man more per-
fect than a Brute; and an Angel more perfect than a Man, and one Angel
more perfedt than another, at leaft gradually 5 and confequently the Per-
fe@tion of Almighty God muft more infinitely exceed the perfection of
a Man than it doth of an Angel, and more infinitely exceed the per-
fection of an Angel-of an inferiour Order than an Angel of the (upremeft
Order, and yet He infinitely exceeds the perfection of the moft perfeét
Angel. 2. In Extenfion, or fomewhat analogal to it: Certainly the
the Eternal God had an eternal duration the firft moment that he had
Created the World as he hath now, and yer with Humility and Reve:
rence in {o great a Myftery, we may fay, and that cruly, that he hatl:
endured at this day above five thoufand yei{s longer than he had endured

it
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at the Creation of the World: fo that it is not repugnant to the nature
of Eternity to be longer or fhorter. - .

1 anfwer, That for the obviating of this difficulty I have willingly
declined that Inftance againft the eternal fucceflion of Mankind tha
purely confifts upon the account of additional acceffions to the latter end,
as I may call it, of Eternal Duration. . S

But firft, I fay that this anfwers not at all the Reafon given, the ftrels
whereof refts not upon the incompetibility of an excels of one Iafinitude
above another either in Intenfion or Extenfion, but the incompetibility
of any multitude to be infinite ; becauft it is impoffible that any number
or multitude can be infinite if there can beanother multitude or fumber
given that exceeds it, which will fall out in the fiicceffive Individuals
and Generations of Men :  But the glorious God, as he is molt fimply and
indivifibly One, and all his Perfe&ions effentially and indivifibly the
fame with his moft One and indivifible Being ; fo the infinite excefles
both of his Effential Perfections and of his Eternal Duration beyond all
other Beings , are not mealurable by multitude or number of degrees or
fucceffive moments , which would in it felf imply either parts or divi-
fibility, but exceeds them all by an infinite interval that neither hath nor
can have any bounds or limits: As his Perfection is infinitely greater
than the perfeétion of a Man , fo it is infinitely greater than the perfection

_ of an Angel; and were it not infinitely greater than the perfection of

SO o

an Angel, it could not be infinitely greater than the perfection of a Man,
becaule the intenfive diftance between the perfection of an Angel and
of a Man is but finite: And therefore though that interval between an
Angelical and a Humane perfection be fubducted out of the extent of the
Divine Perfe&ion, ftill the extent of the Divine Perfection is infinite;
for what is fo fubtradted or fubducted out of the extent of the Divine

Perfection , leaves ftill a Quotient , if I may fo call it, Infinite.
Secondly, That which gives a clear Anfwer to the Inftance is this:
The Perfection of Almighty God is a Primitive Effential Perfection,
antecedent to all created perfection, and all created perfection is a per-
fection indeed given by the gloricus God, according to fuch meafures and
degrees as he is pleafed to beftow : But as it is a derivative perfection,
{o it is a diftiné& kind of perfection from that which isinGod , and of
another nature, and makes no alteration in the Divine Perfection, nor
borrows any of it : The glorious God was cqually perfect before a Brute,
or a Man, or an Angel,, or a World was created, as he was after; and
the production of Creatures of various degrees of effential perfection con-
tributes nothing to it , nor takes any thing from it, nor makes any
alteration init: only it gives a new or farther relation from the Creature
new created unto the Creator, and that in thofe various ranks or degrees
of perfection is indeed diverfified by difparity in the Creatures themfclves,
and in that comparative preference that one hath above another ; but
ftill it is without and below the effential infinite Perfection of God, and
doth no way affe¢t oralterit. Take this Example in fome meafure to ex-
plain my meaning ; 1 havea Rod of fix foot longin my Hand, T take ano-
ther Rod of four foot , ancther of two foot long, andapply them tomy
Rod of fix foot long; I thereby find that my Rod of four foot takes up
a greater {pace upon my Rod of fix foot than that of two foor, yeg{ it
makes
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makes no alteration in my Rod of fix foot, but that coatinues of the
fame length as before, only by the application of the thorter Rods to it
there arifeth a new relation, or rather variety of comparifon between
the Rod of fix foot and the other Rods. Thus the Divine Perfection is

rimitive , abfolute, unchangeable; and when aMan is created, there is

a Creature made thiat hath a perfection greater than a Brute, and when
an Angel is created, he hath a perfe@tion greater than a Man, and thereby
comes in a nearer degree or likenels of perfection to the Divine Excel-
lence than a Man doth; but yet it doth not at all alter that Perfedtion
that is primitively and eflentially and infinitely in Almighty God , but is
a perfeétion of quite another kind as well as degree.

And upon the fame account it is, that although the extent of,the -

Divine Duration is now greater than it was five or ten thoufand years
fince, yet the duration of the Divine Exiftence was no lefs infinite ten
thoufand years fince thanit is now; becaufe the duration of ten-thouland
years is but finite, and therefore though taken out of an infinite duration,
leaves ftill the duration infinite for finite taken out of infinite, leave
ftill ¢hat which remains infinite. ‘ L

Befides, the duration of the glorious God is. the duration of fuch a
Being as is indivifible, and as he hath no divifibility in himfelf, {o nei-
ther 1s his Eternal Duration divifible into parts. L

It is true, that when his own Power hath produced a World, and
with it Motion , he coexifts with that Metion and fucceffive Duration of
created Being, which s little elfe befides a relation to the things exifting :
And therefore he cannot be faid now to coexift with that which yet 1s
not, but fhall be, becaufe the coexiftence with any thing imports an
exiftence of both the terms of that relation: And aKhough by reafon of
that relation to Beings that are fucceflive and have fucceffion of parts,
as Local Motion, or fucceflive Generations 5 it {eems to us that he hath a
kind of fucceffion in his duration, yet moft certainly the exiftence of
a divifible fucceflion in created Beings doth no more make his duration
fucceffive than if nothing had been befides himlfelf: As the unfucceflive
duration of Almighty God with relation to himfelf, whichisthe modus
exiffentie divine, doth not communicate unto Motion or other created
Being the fame maaner of duration which is appropriate to the Divine
Exiftence ; fo neither doth the exiftence of Motion or created Beings
transfer to the Divine Being fuch a kind of duration as is proper to them,
namely, a divifible fucceflive dutation confifting of fucceflive and innu-
merable parts: - For, as I before have obferved, the duration of every
thing,, which is only the mode of its exiftence or permanentic in fuo effe,
is diverfified according to the nature of the _ A
exiftence thereof. And though by reafon of the '
coexiftence of one thing with another there
arileth a various relation or conmotation be-
tween them, yet it alters not that intrinfecal
manner of duration that is appropriate to the
Eflences of the things themfelves. =

If we fhould. fuppofe the Circle 4BC to
move about a fixed unmoveable Center at D,

whereby the part that is now in 4, an hour
: R 2
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hence will be at B, and an hour after that at €, and thereby is gained
fucceffively different relations of fite or pofition between the fixed or frable
central Body at D, yet it is without any variation either of fiu or motion
in the central Body at D, which all this while refts unmoveable, and
keeps the fame unaltered fite or pofition in it felf : So it isin the coexi-
ftence of fucceflive Beings with the indivifible, fixed, permanent ftate of
the glorious God, - : ,

But in all this there is nothing that anfwers or weakens the Reafon
before given againft the Eternity of fucceffive Generations or Individuals,
which is not upon this account, that that which is eternal cannot be
extended to a greater extent at the hithermoft and concluding extreme,
as I may call it, for at the hither end it is quafi quid finitam ; but that
thofe ‘Beings that muft by their fucceffive exiftence excrefiere in mul.
titudinem frve mumerum , cannot be eternal upon a certain intrinfick in-
congruity between Multitude and Number of the onepart, and Infinite
of the other part: But in the eternal duration of the glorious God there
is neithér Multitude, nor fo much as Succeflion. And this is my fecond
Anfwer.

3. My third Anfwer is this: That although it may be, and certainly

is confiftent with an eternal duration , that 1t may be fhorter, or it may

be longer upon the hither end thereof, namely, that extreme wherein it
isfinite, as is before fhewn ; yet it is impoffible to be confiftent with the
very notion of an eternal duration to be longer or fhorter, & parte ante,
in'the extreme or remote part thereof, as I may call it ; for upen that
Suppofition it fhould be #tringne claufs, terminated in the moment
wherein I write; and terminated or limited by an antecedent being or
dutation of fomething elfe: (With Reverence be it fpoken ) If any thing
in the compafs of Nature might bear an eternal Creation, yet if that
Creation were but a moment after the Divine Exiftence, that created
Being could not be eternal becaufe it had a pre-exiftence of the Divine
Being before it : Nay, though I ufe the expreffion of an antecedent mo-
ment to render my conception , yet that very imaginable moment muft be
an infinite duration antecedent to that created Being 5 and it could not pol-
fibly be otherwife s for if it were poffible to be etherwife, it would confe-
quently deny the Eternity of God Eimfclf : for that created Being being im-
poffible to be eternalfince it muft,ex fuppofisione,have a pre-exifting moment
of the Divine Exiftence, if that wora pre-exiftentiz divine were not eter-
nal, but a moment, orany limited duration lefs than eternal and infinite,
it would be but an addition of a limited timeto 2 limited or non-eternal
time ;5 and therefore cannot be eternal (and here by the way, the Eternal,
Incomprehenfible Generation of the Son,and Proceffion of the Holy Spirit
are no way concerned in this Difpute , which are not created Beings , nor
diftin&t from the Divine Effence, or efleqeially diftinét from one another,
but One Incomprehenfible God Blefled for ever) though under a per-
fonal diftinétion. ' :

- This therefore being the true ftate of the matter, the Reafon herein
given doth not at all infirm the important Reafon againt the Eternity
of Mankind, becaufe neceffarily there would upon fuch a Suppofition
follow an Eternity that had a beginning , an Eternity that was puilne
to fome other thing or fome other Eternal: And that although that
. - uration
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duration which is infinite in one extreme, namely, & parte amte , and
finite at another extreme, namely by the prefent time, may have an in-
creale, acceffion, or addition in that part in which itis finite; yet it is
impoffible that it fhould havean thing before it in that extreme wherein
its Infinity and Eternity confifted, This is the chief {trels of the former
Debate, which is no way impugned by the Inftance here given ; for the

lorious God and his Eternal Exiftence is fuch, that it hath not, cannot
ﬁave any thing anteccdent to it; neither is it meafured by fucceflive
parts, but is fimply eternal, infinite 5 before all things , without begin-
ning of Being or Duration as well as without end ; and {uch a Duration,
as it is impoffible to fuppole any thing before it, or any thing equally
ancient to it 5 but ever was, and ever had Being or Exiftence, that is,
eternally and immutably the fame; what once he was he ever was, ftill
is , and ever fhall be, ,

5. A Fifth Objection is this: That becaule we have formerly fiippafed
that nothing can poffibly be eternal , and together with it have variety
of Operations. The glorious Eternal God hath varicty of Operations
in all the Works of Creation and Providence, his emanant A&ions; and
allo in the Counfels and Determination of his Will,his immanent Actions:
And therefore the Pofition feems to be derogatory to the Eternity of Al-
mighty God.

I had not inferted this Objection but for the fuller vindication of the

. Truth, and to fhew, that it no way in the leaft imaginable degreg
derogates from the Truths concerning God. ‘

I therefore anfwer, that when we are {peaking of alterations or
changes, it may reafonably be {uppoled to be one of thefe kinds.
1. An alteration that with it carries a change of the Nature or Ef-

fence of a thing; and thus in a large fenfe generation or corruption,

or the effential change of any thing or Being into another thing; thus
corporeal Matter under any determinate form is changeable, and fuch
a mutability is impoffible to be confiftent with Eternity : and it is thus
impoffible for the glorious God to be {ubjeét to any change, for he ne-
ceffarily and therefore eternally exifts , and muft ever exift.

2. An alteration of ftates or conditions of any Being,. which yet as
to its effential condition perfifts as before : thus Bodies are every moment
changed , fometimes in quality, as from hot to cold, fometimes in figure,
fometimes in dimenfions, as the motions of augmentation and dimi-
nution; a Child grows unto the ftatureof a Youth, and thenof a Man
and {uch Beings as thefe cannet {uftain an eternal duration , 4 parte antz:
and in this refpe&t the ever-glorious God is perfectly unchangeable,
without fo much as a thadow of change, but eternally and immutably
the fame. . \

3. A change of the internal and immanent acts of the Under{tanding
and Will in a Being endued therewith; as to know that which before
it knew not, to will, purpofe, or determin what before it willed not or
purpofed not. The Schoolmen are indeed many of them a Generation
of Men that think they can give au effimate of the manner of the Di-
vine Operations, even thofe that are immanent, when yet God knows
tis mere poffible for the Infant of a fpan long to dilcern and underﬁang

: an
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and define and determin the moft fublime and abftrufe Notions of the
moft Seraphical Doétor, than for fuch a Doctor to give an eftimate of the
hidden Operations of the Divine Intellec and Will : ‘And therefore they
are too bold to adventure upon fuch determinations touching thefe Ope-
rations of the glorieus God ; and in the upthot arrive at nothing touch-
ing them but prefumptuous , uncertain and dangerous Speculations:
and it muft needs be {o, for as the Heavens are higher than the Earth,
fo and much more are the thoughts of the unfearchable God higher than
our thoughts. The more fober and weighty part of the Schoolmen do
conclude this Queftion in the negative, and affert, That Almighty God
by one eternal aét knew all things from all Eternity, and by the like
eternal a&t willed from all Eternity what he any way willeds and though
the termination of that Will refpedted Objeéts that neither were nor
could be eternal, yet his Knowledge and Will was eternally the fame as
ever; and he begins not to know any thing which he did not eternally
know, nor to will any thing which he did not eternally will, though
the execution of that Will refpe&s things tobe dene in time and futu.
rity. And certainly as this is the moft probable Opinion, fo it takes
away the pretence of the Objection ; the immanent A¢ts and Operations
of the glorious God being eternal and without change. \

It is true, fome late Schoolmen, and after them Clars in his 4% Problem
feems to aflert , that , Divina voluntas psteit velle aliquid novum fine mu-
tatione (ui. ) - .

But fuppofe that this Suppofition were admiffible , yet this would not
any way be inconfiftent with the Eternity of the Divine Nature and
E.f{ence: 1. This is no Phyfical change in Almighty God , but a volun-
tary and free operation of his Will, which poflibly was fo at firft willed
by him to be changed according as he faw caufe in his infinite Wifdom,
2. That this which is here called a change of his Will, is not in truth
a change of his Will, but a change in the Obje¢t, which only feems to
make a diverfification of the Will, but indeed is the fame Will diverfi-
fied only in the habitude to the Object. The Will of God is like a ftraight
unalterable Rule or Line, but the various comportments of the Creature
either thwarting this Rule or holding conformity to it, oceafions feveral
habitudes of this Rule unto it. We need no better explication hereof
than that of the Prophet Ezechie/, Chap. 33. from the twelfth to the
twentieth Verfe. ' o :

4. A change of Ad&ions and Operations in relation to fome external
Objeét, or terminated therein ; and fuch a change as this is confiftent with
an Eternal Being , though the change happen in any given portion of
Time: Thus the Almighty and Eternal God created the World by his |
Power and Will in the beginning of Time, and orders, governs and
difpofeth of the things by his Providence in all the Periods of Time,

. and yet without any Phyfical or real change in himfelf. And thus he

began to be a Creator , when before he was not a Creator; and began to
be a Gevernour of the World after it was made, and exercifeth divers
external acts of his Providence daily which before he did not, For
thofe various aéts of his are terminated in fuch Obje&s as neicher were
nor could be eternal , namely, the World and the Gevernment thereof:
And although he thereby gain a change of relation or relative denomi-

. natiom,
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nation, yet it is no real or Phyfical change in himfelf. For all relations
arife from the (uppoficion of exiftence of both the terms of relation, as
between the Creator and the thing ereated, and the Governour and
thing governed 5 and therefore although one of the terins of that relation,
namely the Eternal God, had an eternal exiftence in his own abfolute
nature ; yet the World, that was the other term of relation , had no
cternal exiftence, but was created in the beginning of Time, and the
relation of a Creator or Governour muft neceffarily therefore arife in
Time, and not from Eternity, becaufe one of the terms of the relation,
namely the World , had not any exiftence before Time began, -

- But in the éternal Generation of the Son and Proceflion of the Holy
Spirit , the rermini relationis wwere all eternal ;" and confequently the re-
lation of Paternity and Filiation between the Firft and Second Per(on,
and the relation between the Sacred Perfons of the Trinity and the de-
noemination thereof muft needs be eternal, becaufe the terms of relation
between whom that relation arifeth were eternal: But it is not (o be-
tween the Eternal God and a temporary World, for the relation could
not arife till the World had an ‘exiftence; and a change or acqueft of a
new relation is not at all any real change in God, but is an accident
refulting from the exiftence of both the termini, and can be no ancienter
than the coexiftence even of the lateft and neweft of thofe terms, which
if began in time muft neceffarily produce a new relation, yet without
any real change in the pre-exilting and eternal God. .

And thusI have done with thofe Phyfical and Metaphyfical Evidences
of the Inception of the World and of Mankind, and againft the Eter-
nity of both. And although'I fhall defcend in the enfuing Secion to
Moral . Evidences of probability ftrongly: perfwading’ the fame Truth,
yet I lay the principal weight and ftrefs of this Argument upon what is
faid in the preceding Chapters of this Firft Section, which though per-

* chance they may have fomething of obfcurity, as being bottomed upon

and fetched from the true nature of the thingsthemfelves, and therefore
not {o obvious and plain to all Capacities, yet they have a concludency
in them not inferior, or at leaft little inferior to Demonttrations.

SECT.
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SECT Il

CAPD. L

The Proofs of Falt, that feem with the greateft Moral evidence to
evince the Inception of Mankind: And firft, touching the Antiquity
or Nevity of Hiflory.

Have now done with thofe Evidences that in my Underftanding

“feem , quafi ab intrinfeco, to evince the Inception of Mankind from

that intrinfecal incompoffibility and inconfiftency that the Sup-

pofition of the eternal exiftence thereof bears with his Nature : 1
now defcend to the examination of thofe Evidences of Faét, which do
or may feem to contribute to the proof of what is defigned, namely,
Novitatem gemeris humani.

And although that Evidences of Fa& of things remote from our
Senfe cannot be faid infallible and demontftrative , becaufe the nature of
fuch matters of fact (fimply as they are matters of fa&) is not capable
(as fuch) of Demonftration; yet they may be Evidences of high cre-
dibility, and fuch as no reafonable Man can with any juft reafondeny his
aflent unto them. -

That which hath been, hath as certainly and infallibly, yea and as

& omme quod fuit , cum jam preteriit necefario fuit quando fuit , & in pra-
teritis non eff contingentia. Only that which is, and is obvious to Senfe,
hath this advantage of evidence which that which hath been wants,
namely, the immediate evidence of Senfe, wherein though it is not uni-
verfally impoffible but that Senfe may be deceived , yet becaufe it is the
beft evidence that we have'of matters of fact, wegive creditto it as a
fenfible evidence, and we havereafon fo to do.

But of things tranfaded before our time , and out of the immediate
reach of our Senfe, we may have fiich an evidence as in reafon we ought
as reafonable Men to acquiefce in, though the evidence be ftill in its
own nature but moral, and not fimply demontftrative or infallible: And
the variety of circumftances renders the credibility of fuch things more
or lefs, according to the various ingredients and contributions of credi-
bility that are eencentred in fuch an evidence.

It is impoffible to demonftrate by evidence infallible (or which is all
one, by evidence that is impoffible to be falfe) that there was fuch a Man
as Fulius Cafar or Augaftus , that there was fuch a Man as william the
Conquetor, or King Henry the Eighth,, or that fucha Man was his Father,
or fucha Woman his Mother; or that there is fucha City as Penice, or
Rome , (to me that never faw it,) for all thefe T havebut by relation from
others, and it is not impoflible but thofe Hiftories or informations or
relations by which I am informed of thefe things may be falle: !?]nd
~ they

- would be explod
. fuch a man as Fulins: Cafar, becaule the Hiltorians thiat write of him:
i might poflibly confpire to deceive the World with a2 Romance , or that

| the Books may be fuppofititious or corrupted; or will not believe that.
1ath | . fuch a Man was his Father, or fuch 2 Woman:his Mother, becaufe he

neceflarily been , as that which is: Ommne quod eff, dum eft nece[farid eft, |k
- which he never faw, becaufe Travellers ate wont to love to tell firange
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they are fuch matters as have in them a lefs evidence than my own Senfe
of Sight s for the evidence of my Senft is fimpke and immediate, and
therefore ] have but a fhorter cut thereby to the aflent to the truth of the
things o evidenced : Bug in things that I have by.relation from others,

- my evidence is-of greater diftance; for firft, I fee them not 13' my own

Eyes, but it is others that muft firft fce the thing they relate 5 and fecondly,
though I fhould think thar whatfoever might be believed, if obvious to
the Senfe of others, might have as great a credibility as if obvious to my
own, yet I muft have a fecond poftulation that muft have an ingredient
to elicit my aflent, namely, the veracity of him that reports and relates
it. And henccitis, that that which is reported by many Eye-witnefles
hath greater motives of credibility than that which is reported by few;
that which is reported by credible and authentick witnefles, than that
which is reported by light and inconfiderable witnefles; that. which is
reported by perfons difintereffed , than that which is reported by perfons
whofe intereft it is to have the thing true, or believed to be true; that
which hath the concurring teftimony of real exifting monuments , than
that which is without them s and finally, that which is reported. by
credible perfons of their own view, than that which they reccive by
hear-fay from thofe that report upon their own view: So that it is not
with Evidences of Fac as it is with Logical or Mathematical Demon-

~ ftrations , which feem to confift in indivifibles, for that which thus is
- demontftratively true is impoffible to be falfe 5 but Moral Evidence is

gradual, according to the variety of circumftaf ges. Yet fuch a man:
as an irrational man , that will not believe there was:

iight be fuppofititious ; of will not believe there is fuch a City as Rome,

things , and fo may many as well as one. . S
So that as eternal Truths may have one kind of certainty by Logical
Demonfiration, and as Mathematical Ceonclufions have an infallible

. certainty by Mathematical Demonftration, and as matters obje@ed im-

mediately to our Senfe hive another kind of certainty by fenfible evi-.
dence, fo matters fimply of fa& not objected immediately to our Senfe
have another kind of certainty,though not altogether equal to the farmer,.
nor ﬁmfply’ infallible, yet fo highly credible that may juftly elicit the:
affent of reafonable men, and fuch as is proportionate to the nature of

. thething, and therefore¢ more cannot be reafonably expected for the proof
- of the fa&. -~ . R T

In the purfuance of thisArg‘umem, namely‘,-AEvidences of Faé touch-

 ing the Origination of Mankind, I muft therefore fay that the Evidences

thereof are not of an infallible certainty, and fo much the rathef becaule
it relates to a matter that at'the neareft that can be fuppofed is near fix
thoufand years diftant from us, and fome fuppofe more; therefore the
Evidences of Fac are as it were percolated through' a vaft Period- of
Ages,and many very obfcure tous. . And therefore all Proofs of this kind
except that of Divine Revelation (which tgough‘ true, and infallibly truey

L . ) we
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_ 4 The Original of the potheofes of moft of the Heathen f&itious
Deities appears by the ancient Monuments of former times to have had
their beginning within the compa(s of five thoufand years. ‘

5. The moft authentick Hiftories and Monuments of Antiquity give
us an account of the firlt Fathers, or Capita familiartm, and of the Plan-
tation of the known Parts, Contingnts and Iflands of the World within
the compafs of five thoufand years, ' o g

6. The Inhdbitants of the World do daily increafe ; and their incre-
ment furmounts daily their decreale; which could not be, unlefs the
World of Mankind had their original within fome proportionate time
and could not confift with fuch a vaft excefs of duration which fome
would a(ﬁgn , much lefs withan eterpal duration, or fuch as gever had
a beginning, o - ‘

7. There hath in all Ages, and among all People been a conftant tra-
dition retained and believed, touching the Origination of Mankind ex
non penitis vel per generationem ropagatis, . R
~ Thefe are the Heads of thofe Evidences of Fac which I fhall ufe in
this Argument toughing the Origination of Mankind , whereunto " pof-
.ﬁbk other qccafiopal Topicks of the like nature may be added, -~

"And rouching thefe Evidences of Fat, this I fhall fubjoyn.

we muft not by the Laws of Argumentation bring in here, becaufc at
one word it determins the Queftion) will arife to no higher than Moral,
and therefore fallible in their own nature. We refy upon what hath
been before faid for Evidences and Reafons, that to me feem demon-
ftrative.: . .~ . - P '

“But yet the Evidences of Faé which we fhall preduce muft be confi-
dered alfo with.thefe Advantages for their credibility. .. s

1. They are fuch as bear a great congruity and confonancy with, and
fubfervience to thole former Arguments that ex aatura rei and intrinfece
prove an impoffibility of an eternal duration of Mankind, & perte ante,
which though it doth not , cannot evince that Mankind muft have their
Origination or Beginning i» hac vel iffa hora, yet they do evince that
Beginning it muft have, and the evidences of faét are as fo many seffes,
conseffes, or [uffragiales . that bear witnefs to that Truth that the former
fort of Arguments do plainlyevince, .. ...~ D

2. Though thefe Evidences of Faét taken fingly and apart, are nor
without their. Objections that may feem to weaken them, yet junéfs ju-
wakts  That evidence at Law which taken fingly or apart makes but an
imperfect. proof fmiplem. probatio, . yet in conjunétion with others grow
to a fult proof, like Stlurus his twigs ,” that were eafily broken apart , but

in.conjunétion or.uniof were not tobebroken. T, ‘

. "Frughs (efpeciatly. of Fa&) are not made Truths by Arguments or
Evidence : . If there were once fuch a man as Cefar, it is moft certainly
true that he-was, though no Hiftorian ever mentioned him ; and there-
fore-if there were.ten thoufand Authors that mention him kept facredly
and ‘inviolably in.certain Archives unto this day, all this evidence doth
not miake himto be', bur only gives us-a light and evidence of great
probability that:he.was : ‘The Stars in the Milky-way, and thole Affecls
Fovis are not thérefore in the Heavens or «£zher,. becaufe the Telefcope
hath. diicovered them , ‘for they were there before; but the pofition of
thole Glaffes prefeat them to-our perception, and evidence their being,
which cannot be difcovered without them. . ¢ = - S

.- And fo it is with Evidences of Fa¢t; they do not make the thing to
be ;: but evidence .them to be; and becaufe if to any one gudfitwn of faé
there be many but probable eviderices ,- which taken dingly have not per-
chance any full evidence , yet when many of thofe evidences concur and
concenter in the evidence of the famething, their very multiplicity and
confert makes the evidence the ftronger; as the concurrent teftimonies
of many Witnefles or many Circumftances even by their multiplicity and
concurrence make an evideace more concludent. - =+ o
. Now thefe Evidences of ‘Fa&t I fhall caft into:theferanks. . . = -

. We have no authentical Hiftory of former Ages extant, but what
hath been written within the compafs of four thoufand years.

'2; The fubje@ matter of thofe Hiftories give us no account of the
Originil of great Monarchiés , Kingdoms, or Commonwealths ; but what
appear thereby to have begun within the compafs of about five thoufand
seaYS. Lt -t . e bl oo annions o
Y 3. Theoriginal Inventionand Inventors of moft confiderable Arts had
their Origination, as far as we can find, by Monuments. of ancieat times,
within tﬁ ' e
> 4 The

dences of Fa¢t, becaufe they have or may have their feveral allays
‘fqllibilities, which I fhall impartially fuﬁjoyd tE) every phrticul!r 'ai%(?
pick, . o
~ But I lay the weight of the Argument upon what hath been before
faid , which to me feems to be little lefs than demonftrative,, drawn from
~ the intrinfick nature of the thing ; and from that abfurdity which would
arife upon the Suppofition of the Eternity of Mankind, and the incom-
poffibility of an eternal duration,  parte ante, to fucceflive Natures.
. 2. That although fingly and apait thele Eviderices of Fac are not (b
conclufive but have their allays and exceptions, yet they have thele ad-
vantages that advance their cvidence, as very credibles 1. In that the
Suppofition which they are produced to prove, is not impoffible to be trpe :
. 2. That there is nothing of probability of Reafon or Inftance that can
b be produced againft the truth of that Suppofition which is contended to
ke proqu by them : 3. They have {o much the more weiglit and cvi-
dence, in that they do fuffragate and bear witnefs to the truth of tha
Suppofition (namely, the Inception of Mankind ) which holds fo great
a congrll]uty v;uh thclmtrigxﬁck realon and nature of the thing , the con-
srary> whereof , namely, the Eternity of Mankind , is OnIra-
dictory ;10 a ftrict and t):rue reafon, e ) > [ appassatly ooz
3. That although thefe Evidences of Fact, taken fingly and apar
poffibly may not be fo weighty, yet the very conc'urrcn.%eyand cori)nci3
i dence of fo many Eyidcnces that contribute to the Proof of the thing .
* defigned , carrics with it a great weight, even as to the point of Fadt:
it is not probable that that Suppofition fhould be falle which hath o many
- concurrent Tqﬂlmonies bearing witnefs to it : And therefore é.lrhohgj[}
1 fhall impartially fubjoyn thofe Allays and Abatements which may be
brought againft the feveral Inftances, whereby if fingle, they might féem
of Iels weight and moment ; yet I do not thereby take off thiat Evidence
S2 which

¢ comipafs of abouy fix thoufand years, /-

1. That I do nort lay the weight of this Argument upon thofe Evi- |

i
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have not the fame kind of Evidence, neither indeed can have, and there.

which in confoft and conjunétion they give to the truth of the Suppo.
fition intended to be proved by them. . .

4. That it cannot be expeéted inan Argument of this nature, which
is touching a matter of Fact, that Evidences of Fal can be no more
than topical and probable ; and therefore though there may be Allays and
Abatements that may take away a necefary or infallible concludency in
thefc Evidences of Fat, yet it is {ufficient that they be probable and
indudive of Credibility, though not of Science or Infallibility. Arifforle,
45 I remember , in the beginning of his Politicks tells us that all Truths

fore it is unreafonable to expec fuch an Evidence as the thing cannot
poffibly bear , though it be a real Truth. S
5. That among thefe Evidences of Fa&t, though all contribute to the
Proof  of the Suppofition , , et the three laft feem to be of that nature
that they are of greateft weight, and lefs fubjeét to exception.
. 6. That in as much as in this Argument I defign only the ufe of
Reafon and Reafonable Evidenice, and endeavour to make my Suppo-
fition evident to Reafonable Men as fuch ; I dono therefore make u%ggf
the divine and irrefragable Authority of the Holy Scriptures: For they
that fubferibé to the Infallibility and Divine Authority of them, need
none of this Method of Ratiocination that I ufe to prove this Suppofition
of the Origination of Mankind, which is {o plainly and diftinctly deli-
vered in the Holy Scriptures; and therefore where I have recourfe to the
Holy Scriptures, I ufe it but as a Moral Evidence, a Hiftory highly
credible; and I demand of my Readers this equal Juftice, That he would
at leaft give it that credic that the Antiquity, Congruity , and Moral
Evidence of it deferves, which certainly would be much moreé thag
what the moft do ordinarily allow to the Hiftory of Thucydides, Herodotws,
Livy, T, acitus, Manethon , Xenophon , Ctefias, or Berofus. , '
7. Though in this large Difcourfe I may feem to lofe time by provin
of that which is not queftioned by fober Men - that in a laborious Dié
courfe of this nature 1 do, rather raife a Queftion that would be at quiet
if let alone, ‘at leaft I lofe time, and, magmo condtu nibil efficiam ; yet
I hope in the Conclufion it. will be of ufe to confirm our Faith , to mag-
nific the value of the Holy Scriptures, and to give fome ftop to thole
Atheiftical and Epicurean Opinions that begin more than formerly to

obtain in theIWorld. :

| CAPD IL
Concerning the firft Evidence , the Antiquity of Hiftory , and the Chro-

nological account of Times.

W before I begin, I fhall prefix a_fhort Chronological Scheme of
B Times, to which I fhall have occafion oftentimes to refer ; wherein
I thall not be over-follicitous for great curiofity or exactnefs. ' For al-
‘though there is fcarce any one Chronological Writer that differs not
from anothier jn thie precile connexion of Times and Things, yet theyﬁ

wi
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will be certainty enough for my purpofe, if I take fo much out of them
Xéfmlt tlheydohm fub ange agree, though they dlﬁ'c.rjlr_x_ﬂ)g; wﬁi@}@r
“And although the Account of the Years of the World accor ing t
the Seventy, do feem mere ufeful to the folution of fome dlﬂ?cxﬁ?&% f?x
Chronology, who ‘affign 21262 years from the Creation to the Flood
and: from.thence to the Birth of Abrabam 1132 years; whereas the jewifg
Accouat affigns for the former Period 1656 years, and for the latter 293
years. So that according to the Seventy, from the Creationito the Birth
of  Abraha were 3394, but according ta the Jews only 1948 years
yet 1 fhall father choofe to follow thé Fewifb Account , and take Hebuicus
Abftract for my little; fmall Chronological Table, o o o

md JUDAICL | ASSYRIL | ARGIVI, | EGYPTIL [ATHENL | HISTO-
i PSS R P ENSES. | RICL
1656 Dilwbvinm, '
8171 Belus,
agga| . | N
1823 Semit-amis.
T R
R P Sardanapa-
19481 Abriham
30931 - Inachws.
2123 Abrdbami ‘ '
I L A
2149 . Pharoneus,
N O Regnante in
Artica Ogy-
ge, & intrg
I annos Phors-
Vaei, dilwtinm
Qgyginm.
2200, C o\ Aps,
e~ | mgpis
2210) yum dyna-
-1 ftia: The-
) : mofis,
2220\ Fofeph in
- e Bgypte,
2235 Argms, .
2300 o . k Promethei
‘ : Jeculum,
L2373 | Mofes natus.
Ami

e e g st ot o e o s T s s s
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Tmi | JUDAICL | ASSYRIL. | ARGIVL. | ZGYPTIL| ATHENI- HISTO. |
Mundi. ” ENSES. | RICL
a0l 0 S Athenien- o
SEERN EOEREE AR R ‘ prima: | Deucalioni
. ] ’ C{WOPI- d;lm/mm. :
’ 2450 |Exitus ab’ L -
177 e, NNy
f2a75) - Lo |Pa che
2490 | Foftma dux. B o L |Ganymedis
2573 . S rapras.
| i | e | T T y T - . T
12660 = < \Cadmms € S DA B
2660, : ' Phanicia in \ Hercules
Graciam | Amphitrye.
migravit. , o nis filius,

2710 ‘ A’go‘rmu-' :

: : ~ tarum expe.
. ditio.

2750 Bellum T Yo
janum 5 &
Troja exci»

_ dinm.
112850 ‘ Reditus He.
: raclidarum,
| 2905 | David Rex | ’ _ Tonica wis
Ifraelis. - ] : gratio,
3000 ) Homers atas,
3060 | Athalia & Lycurgns
Foas. legiflator,
3175 |Uzziab. Olympiades
. inceptis

3195 Roma con:
dita.

3323 Solon & [o
ptem [apien|
tes.

3391 Pythagoras,
Cyrms.

Having premifed thus much touching the Chronological Account of
fome Times and Things paft, without confining my felf to the exactnels
of Years, and with omiffion of many things happening in thefe Pe-
riods; 1 fhall now proceed with the firft of my Inftances, namely,

touching the Hiffories of former Ages, and their Aatiquity refetvit;)g
‘ \ e

S
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the matter of their Hiftories, and what may be collected from them, to
the enfuing Chapters. , N

Thole Nations whofe Hifterians put fair for the greateft Antiquity, are

the Rowans, Grecians, Perfians, Affyrians or Babylonians, Egyptians, and the
s: of all thefe there is fomething extant. _—

As touching the Chinefes and their long derived Annals, there is
much fpoken by report or relation, but nothing authentick thercof is
extant to the common view but fome ingenious yet uncertain Colle&tions
out of Martinius by Mr. webb in his Eflay touching the Primitive Lan-

- guage; Vilfiws , and fome others: and therefore 1 fhall fpare any thing

touching them, .

Firft touching the Romans , though there were many Monuments of
Antiquity preferved in writing among them, as appears by their Laws
of Twelve Tables, their Faffi Confulares , the Tranfcripts whereof are
extant to this day; yet we cannot expeét fo much Antiquity of Hifto-
rians and, Writcrs among thele, as we may among other People of
greater Antiquigy; fince the firft Foundation of their City was {ome
time after the Olympiads began, viz. in the 7% Ohmpiad, and about the
year of the World 3190. L ' ‘ :
.. The Grecians, whofe Monarchy preceded that of the Romans, have
more ancient Hiftorians than the Romass : And not to reckon up their
Philofophers and Poets , that applied not themfelves to Hiftory, I fhall
only mention thefe that follow : Xensphon, that lived abouit the 97tk or 98+h
Olympiad ; Thucydides and Herodotus , who lived, about the 85%: or 88tk
Olympiad ; but he among them of greateft note and antiquity was Homer,
who wtate the Hiftory of the Trojas War; touching the time of his
life and writing the Chronologifts agree not, fome making him 200
ﬁcars after the Deftru&ion of Trey, fome more, fome lefss but all placing

im- before the firlt Ohmpiad, and aficr the Deftruction of Trey, ‘thole
two famous Epoche among the Greeks. ‘ ,

* This is the ancienteft Poctical Hiftorian that is extant among the
Greeks, although it is not unlike that many were more ancient among

“them, as is mentioned by Tatianus in Eufeb. preparationis lib. 10. as Linws

the Tutor of Hercules, Amphion , Orphess, Mufzus, and fome others; yet
we have little excant of them but Poetical Kaptures and Fictions, and
thofe alfo but in fragments and pieces traditionally preferved in fuble-
quent Authors. - R v
Among the Perfians, though their Monarchy were more ancient than
that of Greece, yet we have lefs extant of Hiftorical Writings con-

- cerning them 5 the ancienteft that I have heard of is that of Xensphon,

though a Grecian, and Ctefias, who is fuppofed to have lived contem-
porary with Xewophom ; Megafthenes , a Perfian Hiftorian about the 120t
Olympiadl, out of whom Abydesss that wrote touching the Affyrians and

- Babylomians extralted many things relating to the Perfians, as appears by

his Fragments cited by E#feb. lib. 9. Prepar. [eit. 41.

. Touching the Chaldean or Babylonian Hiftorians, though that Monar-

chy be extended to a vaft Period by fome of their ancient Hiftorians, yet

the ancienteft credible Hiftorians that we have concerning them are,

Berefus who lived about the 130 Olympiad, and. dbydenms before men-

tioned: only it is reported by Simplicius out of Parphyry, that Califthenes
‘ : ' ‘ one
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one of Alexander’s Captains brought to Ariffetle from Babylon a relation
of their ancienteft Aftronomical Calculations, 1903 years before the
Taking of Babylon by Alexander, which is {uppoled to be in the year of
the World 3620 according to the Seprwagint; which gives a probable
conjecture of the Inception of the Babylonian Monarchy to be about 200
years before the Birth of Abraban. o R

Touching the Phewicians, from whom it is fuppofed that not only
Learning but- Letters themfelves were brought into Greece by Cadmus;
the firft and ancienteft Hiftorian is fuppofed to be Samcuniathen, who is
related by Philv Biblins according to Esfeb. prapar. lth. 1. [eét. 9. to have
been before the Deftrucion of Trey, and very near the time of Mofes,

and to have written a Hiftory & prima Univerfi molitione , and that he

fearched many Monuments of Antiquity: The Writings of Mercuris
Trifmegifius whom the Egyptians call Thoth, and the arcana Ammoneorsm
volumina, purged the Hiftory of former times from Fables, and gavea
full account of former Ages, whofe Writings Philo Biblims tranflated
into Greek, and digefted into nine Volumes, he gathered much from
Hierombal the Pricft of 40, whom Bechars upon very probable reafons
fuppofeth to be Gedeon called Ferubbaal ; and having fet up an Ephod i
his City, might be fuppofed a Prieft, and from the inatercourfe between
them the Idol Baal-berith was brought from Berith the City of Samcunie
thon , into Fudca. o e :
Touching the Egyptians, they pretended to the greateft astiquity both
of Government and Learning 5 the latter they principally derived from
" Hermes, ftiled by fome CMercarius Trifmegifins, and by the E‘gey‘{tiam Thoth;
the Phenicians made claim to this man as theirs, attributed to him the
Invention of Letters, of Navigation, of the Virtues of Herbs, Esfeh,
Uib. 1. Praparat, [eét. 10, de Phantcum Theologia ; he is fuppofed more an-

cient than <Mefes, but we have nothing authentick exifting which he

wrote: The ancienteft Hiftorian of the Affairs of Egypr was CHanethes
the Egyptian Prieft, who lived about , or as fome think,, before the time
of Alexander , he carries up the Res «£gyptiacas toan exceflive Antiquity,
and yet with great particularity and pretended certainty : fome account
him fabulous, becaufe he carries up the Egyptian Dynafties before the
Flood, yea and long before the Creation 5 others affert the probability of
the Egyptian Dynafties to over-reach the univerfal Flood, but falve that
prodigious excefs of their numerous Years by reducing them to Months,
or UAwni Lunares, which were anciently fo accounted among the Egj-
tians, - ' R
The Egyptians have had other Writers of their Hiftories, but of 2
later date, as Ptolemens Mendefins, mentioned fometimes by Eufebiss ; and
thofe Arabick Hiftorians mentioned by Krrcher in that Book that delivers
the Hiftory of the fuceeffion of their Dynafties. -

Laftly, T come to the Fewifb Hiftory begun by Aofes, and continued
down in a clear fucceflion and feries of timestill their return from the
Babylonifb Captivity and this Hiftory hath a juft prelation above all the
Writings of other Hiftorians in thefe enfuing refpects. :

1. It hath the greateft and moft particular certainty, and far beyond
any of the Hiftorians before mentioned ; it contains the certain Periods
of Times, Names, Men, Places, Aions, and all Circumftances requirable

in
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in a Hiftory to inform; it is not involved in Myftical expreflion:
Mythologies , but is plain, familiar, and intelligi{)lc. ,P flons or
2. It hath the greatelt evidence of Truth that can be expected by a
reafonable man, namely, Evidence from it felf, the particularity and
circumftances of the things it relates; Evidence from the ancienteft
Heathen Authors, efpecially Sancuniathon, Berofus, and Abydennus before
mentioned ; Evidence from the feveral parts thereof, the Book of one
Age bearing witnefs to another 5 as the Books of Fofbua to thole of Mofes,
the Books of Kings to thole of Mofes and Fofbua, though written in feveral
Agess Evidentia rei, or faiti, there cannot be greater Evidence than the
Regiment of a'People for fo many Ages according to the Laws given
and recorded by their firft Hiftorian aofes, and the enjoyment of cheir
j};oife[ﬁons according to the diftribution of their next Hiftorian Fo-
Ha, . '
3. It is no broken Piece, or Hiftorical Fragment, but it is carried
down from the beginning of Time to all the enfluing Ages of the Fewifh

- State, without any chafma or interval.

4. It hath the evidence of the higheft credibility that any thing of
that nature is capable of, That the Books of afofes cipecially, ‘which are
the Caput Hiflorix Fndaice , were written by thatMan (Mofes, and that he
lived in that Age wherein he is fuppofed to write: 1. The conftant
uninterrupted Tradition of that Kingdom and Nation from it firft coa-
lition, even to this day. 3. The atteftation of all the fucceding Writers
of that Hiftorical Series of the Jewifb Affairs. 3. The inviolable Ob-
fecvation of thofe Laws given by Mofes and recorded in that Hiftory,
as of the Laws given by him. 4. The Suffrage of all Heathen Authors
both modern and ancient , that have occafion to mention the concerns
of that People,

5. Itis a Hiftory that contains matters of far greater moment and
antiquity than any other Writers but fuch as in probability made their
Collections out of it, namely , ofthe Tranfadions from the firft Crearion
of the World until the Univerfal Flood, and from thence to the time of
him that firft wrote it, namely Mofes, A
- 6. It is a Hiftory that was really written by Mofes, who was far more
ancient than all the Heathen Weriters above mentioned ( excepting
only” Trifmegiftns , of whole Writings we have nothing extant) and
more ancient than moft of thofe Things or Notes tecorded by thofe moft
ancient Heathen Writers which for the moft part filled their Books :
He wrote 540 years before Homer ; 200 years before Sancuniathon , ac-
cording to Buchart’s accounts 300 years before the Expedition of the
Wrgorants 5 350 years before the Trojan War; and a confiderable time
before the Apotheofes or Inaugurations of many of the Heathenith Deities,
So that as the Matter of his Hiftory, fo the Time of his writing is far
more ancient than the writing of the moft ancient Heathen Hiftorians
that are at all extent. Much of this I fhall have occafion to refume and
enlarge in the enfuing Chapters, yet this was neceflary in this place.

The Inference that is made from hence is, That probably if the World
of Mankind had been Eternal, or if it had any fuch vaft diftance from
1ts Beginning as fome (uppofe , we thould have had Hiftorical Monuments
and Writings long before the Age of Mofes. _

' T But
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But for all this, I muft needs fay, this Confideration fingly (I fay
fingly) taken and weighed, maketh not muchagianft an cternal or at leaft 2
val%er Epocha of the hirft Origination of Man than is ordinarily fuppofed
I thall therefore fer down thofe allays that make againft the ftrength of
the confequence drawn from this Topick. -

1. It is evident that the ufe of Letters and Writing were far more
ancient than the time of Mofes ; the Egyptians and Phewicians carry up the
original of the invention thereof to Mercurius Trifmegiftns , which is
fuppoled long before Mofes : And although Cadmus is {uppofed to have
brought the ufe of Letters out of Phenicia into Greece fome time after the
Age of Msfes, according to Polydore virgil, lib, 1. cap. 6. out of Pliny, Hers.
dotus and others ; yet it appears by what is before mentioned, that there
were in Phenicia very ancient written Volumes called Polumina Awmmo-
neorum long before the time of Sancuniathon. And if we believe the
Tradition of Jofephus, the Pillars of Seth were extant in his times and
according to Tertullian fome Fragments of the Writings of Enoch were
traditionally extant in his time: But howfoever Mofes (if he be the Au-
thor of the Hiftory of “job, whom fome think to be contemporary at leaft
with Facob) mentions Books and Writings to have been common things
in the time of Job, Job 19.23. Fofephus lib. 1. cap. 3. Tersull. de Habity
Muliersm. : . i

2. Surely if Writing were {o ancient , it is probable that many Hi-
ftories might be before the time of Aofes which were loft in fucceffion
of time, as it muft be agreed that moft of thofe ancient Monuments that
in the granted Period of the World were extant before Mofes time are
fince loft, and many millions of Books that have been written fince
CUMofes time have by the injury of Time and Men been loft; much more
thofe Books which were written antecedent to Mofes time: And the

truth is, the prefervation of the Books of Afofes entire unto this day, when

fo many of a far later date are loft, is to be attributed to the fpecial
Providence of Almighty God. . o

2. Again, they that affign the fhorteft rime between the Originatien
of Mankind and the Writings of #ofes, allow it to be fomewhar above
2460 years : So that although 2ufes were admited the firft Hiftorian
that ever wrote, it would very near as ftrongly conclude againft the an-
tiquity of 2460 years before his writing as againft an eternal exiftence
of Mankind : if it fhould be an Argument againft the latter, it would be
fuch alfo againft the former. i .

3. Confidering the many mutations and cafualties of Wars, Tranf-
migrations, efpecially that of the General Flood, there might probabl
be an obliteration of all thofe Monuments of Antiquity that immenle
Ages precedent at fome time have yielded. Cecrops was contemporary
with (Mofes, and Belus and Ninus were before him; yet we have no
Monuments extant of the <A4[yrians {0 ancient as Belus, or of the ke
mians fo ancient as Cecrops, but fuch as are Traditions, and written long
after their times. So that although I have meationed this concerning the
known Periods of Hiftorical Writers, yet I think we arcto be careful not
to lay too great a {trefs fingly on it, and itis the leaft of all that follow in
weight orevidence : And yet this was fit to be mentioned, becaule itis ne-

ceffary for the more clear difcovery and application of that which cf:ollev;g.

C‘gp. 3. the Origination of Mankind.

C AP IL R
The fecond Evidences of Faét, namely , the apparent Evidences of the
firft Foundation of the greatest and ancient Kingdoms and Em-

P!l‘ €s.

ICome to my Second Evidence of Fact, which is the fubje Mattei
of Hiftories, and principally concernihg the Evidence arifing from
tho:rx:ll ;f the firlt Original of the moft confiderable Monarchies in the:
World. S0
" Touching the great Monarchies of the World, their Original is fo
well known, and delivered down to us from Authors of unqueftionable
truth, that there need little be faid touching themy for they have their
confefled Epoche within certain and known Periods. As the beginning
of the Roman Monarchy under Romulus, which gives the EpochaUrbis condite
in the 7ts Olympiad ; the beginning of the Greciam Monarchy, which hath
its Epocha in  Alexander about the r11°h Olympiad ; the beginning of the
Perfian Monarchy, which had its Epocha in Gprus about the 55t Olympiad;
though the fame were not eftablithed in the beginning of Cyrus, but
completed in Cambyfes his Son about the 62¢ Olympiad, And the like might
be obferved concerning feveral {maller Kingdoms , whofe originals .are
delivered over to us in Hiftories. . RN N
. And although it is true that thefe Beginnings of thefe.feveral Monar-.
chies and Kingdoms do not fo begin as if thofe Men,thqt founded thefe
Monarchies were the natural Fathers of all thofe Perfons that did coalefrere:
1 Regnam vel Monarchiam ; or as if thofe Monarchies were dérived from
the Heads or Roots that gave them this denomination, ‘as all Men are
deriyed from the common Parent of Mankind, er as poflibly fome other
of the ancient Monarchies, which we fhall have occafion hereafter to
mention, werederived: For many times the beginning of Monarchies
and Kingdoms was by the coalition of many Perfons , it may be of feveral
Nations, intoati Army, as they did under Cyras, or intoa City, as they
did under Romslus, or by tranfmigration of Perfons from one Countrey
to another, as the Ifraelites did, o ol
And therefore we are not to take it that thele Originations of Monar-
chies were the Origindtion of all the People that were joyned in it for
they had their exiftence oftentimes before, and took their denomination
from the Dux Exercitiés of the Retor Civitatis, under which they wete as
itwere lifted in their Civil or Military coalition. -~ . .. .. - -
And therefore the Argument is not thus neceffarily that the Roman.
Monarchy or the Grecian Monarchy had not its beginning before fiich a.
time, therefore thofe Men that were the conftituent parts thereof had no-
exiftence before that time; but that the.Civil Society under the Princey:
Reétor or form of Government then began to be formally fuch in fuch.
a fpecial Conftitution, : N NENRE
_ Billt thofe Monarchics that pretend to the greateft Antiquity are prin-
Cipally, R S R S L PR A e
T2 -~
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1. The Afyrian or Babylenian Monarchy.
2. The Egyptians, and their Dynafties.

3. The Grecians. o o :
4. The Chinefes.

" Thefe 1 fhall exa:‘nin.in order,

‘1. Touching the Affyrian or Babylonian Monarchy, we do with the beft
authority both of Sacred and Prophane Writers fuppofe, o
1. That it had its beginning fince the Univerlal Deluge from Ham
the youngeft Son of Noabh. o
2. That the Reafons and Authorities againft that Suppofition are not
of weight enough to evince the contrary. : o
Before I come to my Reafons for this Affertion , fomething I fhall pre-
mife touching the Affyrian Empire, and how it ftood in relation to that
of the Babylonian. ' o
It feems that Babyln was at firft the Seat of the 4ffyrian Empire,, the
building whereof fome attribute to Belus , fome to Ninus his Son, fome
to Semtramis his Wife, and fome to others: but afterwards the Caw

. Impérii of the dffyrians was Nimive , built upon the River Tigrss. .

. It alfo feems, that in procefs of time the Affyréans cither new built or
repaired Babylon that had lain long neglected, and the fame was peopled
with thofe People on the South of Affyria called caldeans : That which
gives me light of it, and indeed of the whole Hiftory of the Babylesins
Monarchy is Zfaiah23.13. Behold the land of the Caldeans, this people wa
not till the Affyrian founded it for them that dwell in the wilderncf: - They [
#p the towers.thereof, they raifed up the [galam thereof. It feems thercfore
tﬁaé Babylon formerly neglected, by this favour of the King of Afyii
profpered into a petty Kingdom, and growing powerful did fet up for
themfelves in the time of A4hsz the King of ‘Jsdah who was contemporary
with Tiglah Pilefer , 2 Kings 16. 10.  And pofibly the firft divided King
of ‘Babylon was that Nabonafar that gave the original of the efra Nub-
nyari: that began about the beginning of King Ahsz , in the beginnin
of the 8t Olympiad,, about four years after the Building of Rome. -
It feems that either the fame Tég/ab Pilefer, or his next Succeflor Salms:
naffar King of Affyria that carried away the People of Zfr4e/ in the ninth
year of Hofeah , about four years after the death of ‘dhaz, 2 Kings17.6:
did afterwards re-take Babylon; for certainly he was pofleffed of it at of
fhortly after the deportation of frael; for he brought- Men from' Babyl,
from Cutha, from Ava, Hamatk and Sepharvaim ,-to put into Samaris,
2 Kings 17,24 o Con SRR
. It feems that moft of thefe places from whence People were ‘tranf-
planted to Samaria,were places conquered by the A[fyrianMonarch,whodid
as Viétors ufe prudently to do , tran(plant the conquered into other places;
and the fame [eems evident for fome of thefe placés at leaft, and as pro-
bably for Babylon alo , 2 Kings 18. 24.7 Haiah 10, 10, particularly for
Hamath , Sepharvaim and - Avsh: And:a¢eordingly he tranfplanted ‘the
conquered Pegple. into Gozar and other places; 2 Kings 18. 11. which
were won by Sa/manaffar from the Medes by Conqueft:- 2 Kings 19,12,
. Sewacherib {ucceeded Salmanaffar , and time up againft Hezekizh inthe
fourteenth year of his Reign, where he received that great blow of 185000
B Men,
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Men , which f{ent him back to Nineveh where he was {lain; and Ezer-
haddon his Son reigned in his ftead. 2 Kings 20.35,36,37. ¢ . -

This gave opportunity to the new ufurped Kingdom of Babylon again
to break the Yoak of  4[fyrian Monarchy ; for it evidently appears that
Berodach-Baladan the Son of Baladan was King of Babylon, and fent to
complement Hezekish when there was another King of Affyria, 2 Kings
20.13. Hezekiah having reigned 29 years dyed , and Manaffeh his Son
fucceeded him. , y
.. Maraffeh reigned 55 years, and towards the latter end of his Reign
he was carried Captive to Babylon by the King of Affyria, 2 €hron.33.11.
whether the King of Affyria had regained Basylon , or whether the King
of Babylow had overcome the Affyrian, and o held the flile of that Mo-
narch’y appears not, though the latter feems probable by comparing the
reprehenfion of Ifaiak , 2 Kings 30.17. o ~

«Ammon {ucceeded , and reigned 2 years. -
- Jdfiab fucceeded, and reigned 31 years,

Fehoakaz 3 months, ~ .
O Jehorachim 11 years.

* Fehoiachin 3 months. . v

Zedekiah 11 years; the laft year of whole Reign was contemporary
with the 19t year of Nebuchadnezzar, = S .
- 'Now- putting all the years together from the firf} of Ahaz to the laft
of Zedekiah axe about 155 years and 6 months 5 out of which fubduin
19 years for the Reign of Nebwchadnezzar, there remains from the ﬁrg
of Ahaz to the firlt of Nebuchadnezzar 136 years, which comes very near
to the «£ra Nabowaffaris ; for according to the common Calculation the
fith of Nebuchadnezzar hapned in the 138t year of Nabonaffar, which
began about two years before the firft year of «4haz; or in the fecond
year of the 8tk Olympiad, : S o

-And that in all probability, Balsdan who was the Father of (Merodach-

Buladan that fent to vifit Hezekiah , might be that Nabonaffar whofe «£7a
is fo much celebrated. : : TS L
"~ After the beginning of the Reign of Nebuchadnezzar the entire Affyrian
Monarchy was tranflated to Babylon , and Nebuchadnezzar the King thereof,
Herodotws in his Firft Book tells us that Cyaxares the Grand-child of Disces
firft actempted the taking of Niniveh, but was repulfed:by ithe aid’ of the
Septhians ; and that afterwards he took it , and became Mafter of ‘all .4[-
[ria, Excepta Babylonica quadam portione, Tt U
* But according to the Hiftories of Tobét and-Fudith, NiAiueh was taken

by A(Juerus and: Nebuchadwezzar; and afterwards entirely poflefled by aVe-

biohadnezzar, Tobit 10. 17. Fudith 11. But this is oblcure, becaufe it .

hath been conceived that Nebuchadnezzar was a common Name ufed
amongft the Babylmian Kings, as Pharaoh among the Egyptians; only it
may not be impoffible that Nebschadnezzar who was cereainly contem-
porary with Cyaxares the Mede , might be ‘an affiftant in the Deftruction
of Niniveh with Cysaxares, called it may be by Tobit, Affwerus ; but how he
cxad‘gf to be fole Pofleflor after in the timec of Fudsth, is hird to un-
rddle,; -~ 0 il P Coan B S
This Nebuchadnezzar made Babylon the Seat of his Empire; and fo
farenlarged it that ic feemed ‘a5 new built, as his own arrogant ‘and
, : © vain-
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vain-glorious expreffion witnefleth 5 Is wot this great Babel that I have
built? Dan.4.30. - - - ' :

~Qpon all ﬁ\is that hath been faid, it feems plain: :

. '1.-That Babylen ot Babel was the firft or ancient Seat of the Affyrian
‘Empire. -« : '

2. That the fame was firft built by Belus, or Ninus, or Semiramis, asthe
Heathen Writcrs tell usy or by Nimred, as the Holy Hiftory tells us , who
poffibly might be the fame with Belus.

" 3. That afterward the Seat of the 4ffyria» Empire was tranflated to
Nineveh the great City of that Empire. .
~i g That afterward Babylon was again either repaired or enlarged by
the  A[fyrian Empire, and was the Mesropolis of that parc of Afyris
called ‘Caldea, the Inhabitants whereof were greatly addicted to the Ce-
leftial Obfervation, and became fo famous for it, that a Caldean and an
Aftrologer were terms equivalent in common appellation.
5. That afterward the Babylonians or Caldeans obtained or ufurped 3
divided Kingdom from the 4[fyrian Empire. o
6. That the firft King of that divided Kingdom was called Nabonaffar,
which gﬂg{ive the original to the e£ra Nabonaffaris, beginning about the 8%
O{}’m 134, ‘ ; Co ‘ o ) i
7.PThat about 140 years after the beginning of that Kingdom it grew
fo potent, that it acquired the whole Affyrian Monarchy , aad became the
Seat thereof under Nebuchadnezzar, ~ :
... 8. That Nebuchadnezzar again enlarged the City of Babylon with
Buildings and Walls of incredible ftrength and glory.
. ' This being premifed , I now come to thofe Reafons that fatisfie me
that the «A[Jyrian or Babylenian Monarchy was not of that great Anti
quity that the.Babylonians and the favourers of their Tradition pretended,
but had its known Original or Epecha from whence it began.
" 1. The Authority of the Heathen Authors allow not above 1400 years
at moft for the continuance-of the «4[fyrian Monarchy, and lodge the
Original of it in Belss the Father of Ninus, the beginning of whofe Reign
is by computation to be caft in the 153¢ year after the Flood, according
to the Jewifb Account, Vide probationes indé Petavii dolirina temp. L. 9. por
totum, " The Account, according to Diedorus Sicuins , runs thuss The 4f
[firian Monarchy beginning with Niwus lafted 1360 years unto the fall of
Sardanapalus by ‘Arbacesthe Mede , after which that Menarchy fell in with
the Mede : it continued there until P«/ became the Head of the A[fyries
Monarchy, and after him Tiglab Pilefer, and then Salmanaffar, and after-
‘wards Senacherib: The Proof they add to this Supputation is this; That
from the Fall of Serdanapalns to the Taking of Babylon by Alexander are
accounted 543 years, which added to the former number gives 1903
years, the Epocha of the Caldean Aftrological Calculation broughe by
Califthenes to Ariftorle at the Taking of Babylon by Alexander ; which cafts
the Beginning of the Affyriaw Monarchy under Beus, or at leaft undet
Nimus his Sany to be about the yéar of the World 1717, about 60 yeats
after the Flood , according to the Jewifb Account ; though others , fol
l%wing alfo the Jewifb Account , caft the fame to be about 104 years aftct
the Flood. @ . .. _ L
.- But Africanns, and others that follow the Account of the 70 Imerfm‘er{i
S teu
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wll us of feven Kings of the C4/deans, and fix Kings of the Arabians that
were antecedent to Belws in that Empire, thar fucceffively reigned in
palylon 440 years 5 that Belus obtained by Conqueft the Kingdom, and
reigned 55 years; and by this Account the Beginning of the  qfyrian
Kingdom under Ninus was 631 years after the Flood , and one Age after
the Confufion of Languages in the time of Phaleg: Buc which way
foever we take, yer we find a Beginning of the 4ffyr1a» Empire, though
they that fuppole it 440 years before Belws , thruft the Deluge and the
Creation farther back than the Fewifh Account.

2. The Authority of the Holy Scripture by the Pen of Afofes gives us
the Original of the Babylonian ot Affyrian Monarchy in Nimred, which
pollibly may be the Name in Hebrew of Belus the firlt Founder of it. And
here I do not take advantage of the Divine Authority of the Sacred
Scripture, but make ufe of it only as a Hiftory, and fingly upon that
account hath greater evidence of its truth than any Heathen Hiftorian
whatloever. 1. The Writer thereof was moft certainly nearer the times
of the firft Foundation of that Monarchy by above 800 years than any
other Hiftorian that gives us the account of the Afyrien and Babylinian
Monarchy; which isa great advantage in point of cvidence touching
the truth of any Hiftorical Relation. Again, 2. He was not very far di-
flant from the Place or Seat of that Monarchy, the Wildernefs and Paleftine
being not far diftant from Affyria. 3. He was deflcended tfrom him that was
the native of that Country, namely Abraham, who was bornand lived
many years in the Caldean Country, and doubtle(s did bring along with
him and tranfiit to his Pofterity a fair Tradition of that Empire, being
contemporary with Peleg, in whole time the famous diffipacion of Man-
kind and diftinétion of Languages hapned. 4. He was educated in
Ezpt, the people whereof were greatly learned, elpecially in Chrono-
logical Computations. 5. The coherence and {ynchroniim of alt the
parts of the Mofaical Chronology, elpecially after the Flood , bears a moft
fingular teftimony to the truth of his Hiftory and Computation: for
although he draws not down the lineal Defcendents of Ham and Faphes
down to his time , but only mentions their Children and Grand-children
for two or three Generations at motts yet he draws dowan the lineal
Pedigree from Sem in the Sacred Line down to his very Age, together
with their Births and Ages, whichareagreat evidence of the probability
of the reft of his Account. So that if we take the Hiftory of Mofes upon
2 bare Moral account, abftracted from the Authority of Divine Reve-
lation , he hath greater evidence of the truth of what he relates than
any Hiftorian whatloever that takes upon him the narrative of the Anti-

quity of Kingdoms or Empires, the ancienteft of which Hittorians were

above 1000 years later than adofes.  But this I (hall have occafion farther
to improve hereafter.

The Objeétions againt this late Original of the A4ffyvian or Babylonian
Monarchy (for it had its fucceffive tranilation into thelc denominations)
are principally thele :

1. That it appears by the Account of ancient Hiftorians, that the
Caldeans (in whom the  Affyrian Monarchy began and ended) at the
Taking of Babylon by Alexander had preferved Aftronomical Calculations
for about 400000 years s thus Diedorss Siculus, lib, 3.c4p. 8, Quadringenta

trid
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tria annorwm millia ufgue ad aftenfum Alexandri numerant ; and Twlly iy
his fecond Book de Divinatione mentions the number to be greater, Qua
dringenta & feptuaginta millia anmorwm, in periclitandis experiendifque Pueris
quicnnque effent nati Babylonios pofwiffe.

2. That it feems impoffible , that if their Monarchy began but in Nip.
rod, or fo fhort a time after the Univerfal Deluge, that in the time of
Ninus, by fome {uppofed the firlt, by fome the fecond King of the 41
[fprians or Babylowians, the Empire could have grown fo populous as to
build thac vaft City of Babyln, and that of Niseveh, whole ftate ang
magnificence and amplitude were of incredible greatnels; or that his
Widow Semiramis could at once bring into the field againtt Zoroaffres ay
Army of 1700000 Foot-men, 5coooo Horfe-men, 100000 Chariots,
2000 Ships-, as Diodorss Siculus out ot Ctefias, /. 3. cap. 5. And therefore
~as well Mankind as the Empire of 4[yria mult have had 2 longer cont.
nuance to have fet out fuchan Army, than the fucceffion of an Empire
for two or three Governours at moft, or the fucceflions or propagations
of Mankind within {o fhort a time as this is fuppofed to fucceed the Uni
verfal Deluge, could afford. To the firft I anlwer:

1. That fome will have thefe Years to be but Months, which they
fuppole to be accounted Years by the ancient Babylonians and Egyptians:
But as we have no certain evidence that they ufed to account a Month
a Year, but if we had, yet that reduction will not ferve; for that num.
ber of Lunar Months reduced to Solar Years will arile to above 40000
Years, which will over-reach the Creation of Mankind.

2. Therefore we may with the fame Twlly and Diodorus Siculus pronounce
it to be an incredible and fabulous Account warranted by no credible
_evidence, but meerly their own fancy or impofture 5 that becaule they
held the World eternal , would gratifie their people with a fucceffion of
an incredible Antiquity. And it appears to be fabulous , 1. Forthatin
all this time they would probably have gotten the perfcé Theory of the
Planetary Motions and Pofitions, which it is plain they did not , if we
believe the {ame Author; for they were at a lofs touching the true dif
coveries and periads of the Eclipfes, efpecially of the Ss». 2. For that
Califthenes, who was very curious in fearching the famous Periods of the
Babylonian or Caldean Celeftial Obfervations, at the very time when they
pretended fo great an Antiquity , namely , at the Taking of Babylon by
Alexander, upon a ftrict enquiry found their Aftronomical Oblervations
not to be above 1903 years old, which he accordingly reported to Ariflotl,
that employed him fpecially in that Enquiry, as Simplicius reports in his
Commentaries upon the Book of «Ariflotle de celo. The prodigious
Accounts therefore of the Caldeans of the Times paft deferve as little cre-
dit as their Predictions of things to come, who, as the fame Twly there
obferves , flattered both C¢far and Pempey with long Lives and happy and
peaceable Death 5 both which fell out in the fuccefls , to both extremely
contrary.

2. I come to the lecond Objeétion, namely, That it (eems altogether im-
poffible that the General Flood fhould put a period to all former Govern-
ments, and indeed to the whole Race of Mankind except eight perfons, and
yet that from thefe in {o fhort a time {uch vaft and powerful Monarchies,
efpecially as that of the Babylonian or Syrian fhould arife.To whichI anf'w!cr:

o ‘ 1, That
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1. That if we fhould admit the Computation of the Sevesty, now
much magnified by Poffus and others, it would cafily deliver us from that
difficulty 3 for whereas the Hebrew Computation gives the Univerfal
Flood to be but 1656 yearsafter the Creation of Mankind, the sepruagint
gives it to be 2262 years: and whereas the Hebrew Account gives us about
300 years from the Flood to the Birth of Abraham, and confequently about
1045 and according to fome only 58 years from the Flood to the begin-
ning of Ninus the Son of Belus , the Septuagint gives us from the Flood
to the Birth of 4brabam 1132 years; and confequently the beginning of
Ninas though admitted to have been about 250 years before the Birth of
Abraham , would yet have hapned near 8co years after the Flood , which
would not only give a competent time for Mankind to grow to that great
multitude that 1s fuppoled, bur would fatisfie thofe preceding thirtcen
Kings in Babylen that are fuppofed to have worn out 440 years before the
the beginning of Belus the Father of Ninaus,. . ‘

2. But the Objection needs not that help, neither doth enforce us to
delert the Hebrew Account to fatisfie that or the like Objections. For
confidering the long Life of the Ancients that lived within 300 years
afeer the Flood ; and confequently their coexiftence with thofe that de-
feended from them; we may without the help of a miraculous fertility
find that in 104 years Mankind defcended: from Noab and his three Sons
 and their Wives , might arife to a ftupendious multitude by that Arichmes
tical Progreffion that would ‘be found in their Generations. I fhall not
need to fet down the procefs of the Computation or the produét, it is
excellently done to my hand by Temporarius in his fecond Book Chromolo-
gicarum dsmonflrationum , and out of him by Petavius his Doctrina tempo-
ram, lib. 10, and out of both by Kircherus in the firft Book of his firft

grels of 200 years after the Flood the multitude of the coexifting People
might be {o great, that if they were caft into a fquare Battalia, allowing
to every perfon but one [quare foot of ground, the fide of that Square
would be 372 Aftronomical miles, or 25 Heavenly degrees. And thus
f:;]r touching the Original of the Afyrian , Caldean, or Babylonian Monar-
c y. . . - - . .

2. Touching the: Egyptians , they maintained thé Origination of Man:
kind, and that the fame was not Eternal , as it feems by Diodorss Stculus
in his fecond Book ; for they fuppofed , in refpeét of the fruitfulnefs of
their foil and the convenience of their fituation, thar the firft Original
of Mankind was among them, and that the Egyptzans were the ans
cienteft People in the World. :

But though they admitted the Origination of Man, yet they pretended
t0a very great antiquity of their Nation and Government ; and becaufe
they would exceed all others, they fuppofe their firft Governours were
Gods: Diedorus tells us, that in the 18oth Olympiad they pretended
2 fucceflion of Government of 33000 years, whereof the firlt 18000
iea;sllthey were governed by Gods and Heroes , and the laft 15000 years
y cn. . . ° ) . .
Manetho, that wrote theHiftory of the Egyptians about the beginning
of the Grecian Monarchy under Alexander, with very great pretence hath
trried up their Government to an ineredible ditance before the Crcationf

e \% 0

Tome of his Oedipus A£gyptiacus , where he undertakes, that in the pro- -
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enquity into the number, or the different Account of Chronologers touch-
it: But within the compafs of this tempus uvbinev , or Peréodss fabulofa,
hapned many of thofe Relations of the Greeks; namely, the Age of
Promethews , the Flood of Descalion, fhortly after the beginning of the
Dynalty of the Athenians , in the time of Creropus King of the (Argives;
Incendinm Ide, Cadmue and Enropa, Ganymedis raptus , Phactontis incendium,
Hercules «Amphitryonis fllius; Expeditio Argonautarwm , Bellum Trojanum
¢ Reditus Heraclidarum , Ioica migratio, and many other fine Stories that
have furnifhed fome of the Postical Hiftorians of after Ages. '
But however Cenforinns makes his Computation , Inachus, who was
* the firft King of the Argives, though he were about 375 years after
the beginning of the Affyrian Monarchy, and contemporary with Zfaac,
et he began his Reign about 100 years before the Ogygian Flood, which
{lapncd in the latter end of Phoroness the Son of Znachus and fecond King of
the Argfves. So that fwachus was about 100 Kears before the Ogygéan Flood,
and about 1070 or 1080 years before the firlt Olympiad upon this account.
This then being , as it fecms, the ftate of thele Periods, there feem two
Nations of the Grecians that pretend to greateft Antiquity, namely, the
Argivi and the Artici, . 1
" The former had their beginning with Zwachss , whether before or after
the 0gygian Flood it will not be much of moment, but at leaft within
1070 years before the firft Ohympiad, which is the higheft time that the
Grecians pretend unto. : . :
" Touching the A#tici, the Grecian Memorials give us no higher Account
than of Ogyges, in whole time it is fupiofed the Ozygian Flood hapned
inthat part of Greece called A¢¢ica, and takes its name from him, namely,
Dilwvium Ogygium. - g , .
Out of this Kingdom arofe the Dynafty of the Athenians , about 200
years after the Ogygian Flood , wherein Cecrops was the firft Governous
contemporary with Mofes; he firft fet up the Worfhip of Fupiter, as fome
report.  And {o we have the Original of the Government of the drgéves
in Inachus , of the Athenians in Cecreps. 4 ' o
It is true, the Egyptian Prieft under the name of Timess in Plato tells
us a large Story of the 1fland of Atlantis far bigger than 4fis, and that
although now that goodly Ifland be loft and (wallowed up in the Sea,
"yet the Athenians were a kind of Colony tranfplanted from that Ifland
1to Greece about 7ooo years before Solos’s time. ~ Bug this is one of thofe
Poetical Fictions wherewith Plato plays, mingling more ferious things
with it in the following part of his Dilcourfe; and the Story hath no
footfteps of any evidence for it, unlels we fhall fuppofe that Atlantis
- tobe an Ifland that was before the Univerfal Deluge , and deftroyed by i,
4. Concerning the Seres or Chinefes, a People whofe Cuftoms and
Hiftories were ftrangers to Ewrope till of late times, wherein fome Tra-
vellers have lately given usfome account of thofe great Periods both of
their Hiftories and Government. #yffius in that little Book de o£rare
Mundi , tells us by relation from others, That by their Hiftories and Mo-
numents their Empire hath lafted 4505 years in the yearof Chrift 1658,
which reacheth fome Ages beyond the Flood according to the Hebrew
Account, but according to the Septuagint the beginning thereof falls in
the time of Phaleg , 531 years after the Flood ; which he brings as an
I A Argu-

ankind; for he digefted the fucceflive Governments of the Egyptians
?xfmtgz Dynahics, and %o each Dynafty a great number of Governours
and Years, whereof 15 exceeded the time of the Flood, and therefore are
omitted by Africanss and others that yet are fond of the credit of e
aetho: the other 17 Dynafties are fuppofed to be extended unto the begin-
ning of the Grecian Empire for about 1694 years after the Flood: '
But 1. This Account, even of Diodorus Siculus , is very uncertain ; for
it appears by Cenforinus , de die Nasali, cap. 19, that the ancient Egyptias
year was bimefiris , and afier that srimefbris, and after that, in latter
time , of 13 monthsand 5 days: And fome tell us, that yet their moft
ancient year was but one month , namely, one rpvolunon of the Hom
through the Zodiack ; whichif it fhould be admitted , may fhorten their
Account of 33000 years to 3600 years or thereabout. But yet this Ag-
{wer ferves not, for in all probability their years continued to be 365
days ever fince the time of the Fewi/b Exody at leaft, which will'carry up
the Account far beyond the Creation of Man, though their former years
(hould be fuppoled menflrui or bimeftres. -~
Therefore it feems either a plain Impoefture of Manetho, out of an
emulation of the pretended Antiquity of the Babylonian Monarchy, orat
Jeaft 3 very plain miftake, by reckoning all thele 32 Dynafties or Prin-
cipatus fuccefffve, when it feems they were all contemporary , and that
after afene, which is fuppofed the firft Head of thefe Dynaftics, the Re-
giment of Egyp# was divided into feveral Principalities, and cach had his
Dynafty’, but the particular Regiment of each feveral Principality, Mene
being the Head to them all; which is fo well evinced by Puffius in his
lictle Tract de eEtate Munds , out of Eratofthenes contemporary with Me
netho, Herodotus and others, that nothing canbe added to it, or reafonably
objected againft ity though Kircherus in the firft Book of his Egyptias
Antiquities endeavours to carry on the 17 laft Dynafties in continued
fucceffion from Cham to the diffolution of the Egyptias Monarchy by
Alexander ; and fuppofeth the firft x5 Dynafties to have incurred before
the Flood, and the traditional memory ‘thereof derived down by Cham
to his Pofterity. But of this alfo more hereafter. '
Touching the Grecians, it is true , the Grecian Monarchy had its
known Epecha in Alexander abour the 114 Olympiad: but they weres
People long before , though divided into fmaller Kingdoms or States;
but the Memorials of the Babylonians and Egyptians were far more ancient
than thofe of Greece, which derived much of its Learning from the
Egpptians, Cenforinus_in his golden Book de die Natali gives us out of
varro a threefold Period of the Greciar Hiftories or Monuments or Times,
Cap. 21, namely, I.*Adwo Of incegnitum , from the firft Origination of
Mankind (if it had an Original) ad cataclyfmum priorem, or the Ogyeiar
Flood: 2. i or fabulefum, from the Ogygian Flood to the firlt Olym-
piad: 3, Hifforicum , from the firft Ohmpiad until his time. ~ For the firft
of thele times , Sive femper fuit, [fve habuit initium , certc quot annorum fi
non poteft comprehendi: for the fecond ; Non plane guidem [eitur, fed credity
effe annos circiter mille & fexcentos, though he reduceth it by his account
to a fhorter time; namely, goo years from the Ogygian Flood to Znach;
and from him to the firft Ofympiad according to fome 4c0, according 10
others 395, 407, or 437: I fhall not trouble my felf with thecc:(;:ggf
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Argument for the Authority of the Septwagint : But thetruthis, we are
ftill firangers to the true ftate of Chronology of the Seres or Chinefes,
what we have touching it, is by broken relation of fome few Travellers,
and what they had, poffibly may be gathered up from the vulgar Tr..
ditions of that People, upon which little of found conclufion can be
made touching their Antiquity. But be it true or not, which we have
from thefe Relations, yet their longeft Period gives them a Beginning,
and reacheth not o high as the pretended Epoch of the Babylowians o
Egyptians, much lefs is there any thing in them that gives any colour of
Evidence of an Eternal Duration. ; ’ '

And thus I have gone through the Examination of thofe Kingdoms
and Monarchies which pretend to greateft Antiquity, the Babylonian o
AJyrian, the Egyptian, the Gresiar, and the Seresor Chinefes ; uponall
which we may oblerve,

1. Thatthough many of thempretend to a very great Antiquity, yer
there are none that give us any fuflicient Evidence of an Eternal Dur-
tion; for what are thofe Periods of the Egyptians or Babylonians to Eter-
nity ¢ Nay many of thefe Nations that pretend to the longeft conti-
nuance, asthe Egyptians and Grecians , yetdifclaim an Eternal Succeffion,
pretend themfelves to be Aborigines, and to be the firft People, butyet
not to be Eternal. Indeed their vaft continuance , if admitted, would
feem to contradict the Authenticalne(s and Authority of the Mofaicd
Hiftory, which containsaRelation of the Beginnings of Mankind within
the compafs of about 5660 Years, according to the Hebrew Account,
andabout 7240 Years, accerding to the Sepraagint ; but doth not {o much
as fuppole an Eternity thereof.

2. That notwithitanding thefe great pretenfions of Antiquity, yet
upon a true examination their great pretended Antiquity is fabulous; and
the Origination of their Monarchies began fome Ages after the general
Deluge ; and fo the truth of the Holy Hiftory concerning the Inception
of Mankind, and the Inception of all the Monarchies in the World after
the Deluge that happened under Nvab, 1656 Years after the Creationof

Mankind, is not at all weakened by thofe Fabulous Antiquities of the

Babylonians , Egyptians, or Grecians.

" 3. That this Inception of the Notable Empires and Kingdems of the
World, even of thofe that pretend greateft Antiquity, and the termi-
nation of the uttermoft Extent of the Hiftories of the Zabylomians,
Egyptians, and Grecians, within the compals of the Extent of their pre-
tended Monarchies, is an Evidence againft the Eternity of Mankind;
for had Mankind been Eternal , they had iafinite Ages fince arrivedto
all the perfettion of Political Government, and to all thofe Means and
Arts for the preferving the Memorials of thingspaft, asthey have now
attained unte s there would have been no zempus &dwhwv, or obfesrum, among
the Grecians, but there would have been as fair Monuments.and Hifto-
rical Narratives of things paft, before the Olympiads or the Ogygian Flood
(which was not univerfal) as after, I fhall conclude therefore with
Lucretins, lib. 5. g

Preterea, i wnlla fuit genitalis orige
Terrai & Cali , femperque aterna fuernnt ;
. Cur

Cap. 3. the Originmion of Mankind, 149

Cur fupra bellum Thebamum & funers Troja
Nom alies alis quoquc res cecinere Poete ,

Qi tot faita Virum toties cecidere , neque wfguam
Eternis fame monwmentis infita florent ?

Veriim ut opinor habet novitarem fumma, recenfgne
Naturaeft mands, ueque pridem exordia cepit :
Quare ctinm quedam nunc artes expoliuntur ,
Nunc etiam angefcant , €3¢, ——

But yet this Confideration touching the Antiquity of Monarchies, their
Inception,, and the Narrativesand Hiftorical Monuments of things, hap-
pening within the Periods of their Commencement and Continuances
arenot of that weight that we can lay the ftrefs of this Hypothefis of the
Inception of Mankind upon: And therefore this Confidération muft be
taken with its allay, I fhall therefore fully fet down thofe Inftances that

- dogive this Confideration its due abatement.
. L. It is no Confequence, That becaufe a Monarchy or Kingdom had
its Beginning , that therefore the People that conftituted the ao/es of that
Kingdom had its Beginning : Kingdoms, Monarchies, and States, often
change their Governours, and the Forms of Government, and their
Stiles and Denominations , as the Silk-worm doth his fhape,, and yet the
People in a continued fucceffion the fame. Rome took its Name from
Rmulus, but the People were a Farrago, colleéted and gathered out of
the neighbouring Nations. Greece fell into one Monarchy under Alexan-
der, yetthe People (that were the Stuffing, as it were, and Materials of
that Monarchy) were exifting before in other Forms of Government,
and under other Governours.  And though it is by fome {uppofed , That
the 4Jyian Monarchy began in Ninus, yet Diodorws out of Ctefias tells us,
That he made up that great Strutureof the A(fyrias Monarchy by the
Conqueft of divers People,” who thereby were added to it, as the Egyptians,
Phenicians , Syria ; Calicia, Pamphilia, Lydia, Caria, Phrygia, M;/l{;, and
many more, mentioned by him, /. 3. cap. 1. .

England began not to be a People, when «Alfred reduced it into a
Monarchy , for the Materials thereof were extant before, namely, under
the Heptarchy. ~ So that the finding out of the Head of a Monarchy is
notlike the finding out the Head of a River in the Fountain , or the Head
of 2 Family in one common Pareat: The ancienteft Monarchy mighs
ha\{eaBegmnmg, andyet the People, that are the material conftituent
of it, might exift long before, under other Forms or Vicifficudes of
Governments.

2. All Nations do not always begin their Hiftories, or the Matter, of
the fame Antiquity with the People touching which they write; but fome
catlier, fome later, according to the variety of their Opportunities,

ducations, and Difciplines. ,

The Zfraclites were certainly the moft knowing People of the World,

gan carly to record the Memorials of their own Times, and of thofe
thaltant_ecedml them, delivered down by Tradition from the Patriarchs:
Thus did adofes ; and the Annals of that People are carried down to the
very diffolution of their Government. The Phenicians began their Hiftorical
ionuments after them, the Grecians after them, The Pelafpi and Attici were
: a Pec-
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a People long before Homer wrote. England was doubtlefs Inhabited before
Cefar came over, yet we have few Monuments of Britais more ancient
than Cefar givesus; and from him , except Beds, we have few Authenti-
cal Hiftories by any known Hiftorian, before the Conqueft by King wil.
liam ; but they have been all written fince , or very near his time ; and
many of the things which they have put together touching the Brizains,
piéts, Danes, yea and the beginning of the Saxens , have been colleded
out of broken Monuments in Monafteries, and Tradition, and digefted
into feries and order of times by thofe that have written long fince
the things done; bymen that lived fince the Nermans came in, as Henry
of Huntington, william of Malmsbury, Roger Hoveden, ‘Matthew Paris, and
others.

3. A third difficulty is this : - Thatin thofe elder times there were not
thole means of preferving the Monuments of things paft, as after times
afforded , for whatever antiquity the World may be fuppofed to be,
it is plain that Arts have increafed and grown: Printing is a new In-
vention , and although Letters and Writing were ancient among the
Phenitians, and from them derived to the Greeks; yet we mufk fuppoke
they were not fo perfet or fo.common in the elder Ages as in thofe that
fucceed them. And therefore thofe that contend for an Eternal fuccel-
fion of Men in the World, do fuppofe that by a kind of circulation or
rotation Arts have their fucceffive invention and perfection and tradu-
&ion from one People to another s and confequently though fome might
be early able to deliver over Hiftorical paffages, as being better inftructed
in Letters and Writing , and more civilized than others, yet others at-
cained it later :  As the Europeans had their Learning from the Afiaticks,
fo the Americans have it from the Europeans, and yet the People of Ewrepe,
Afia, and America may be of equal Antiquity.

Befides all this, there have been many viciffitudes and changes whereby
ancient Monuments and Hiftories have been loft : As 1. The Variation
of Languages, or at lcaft of the Characters wherein they were written,
many things written in former Ages being fcarce legible in after Ages,
and fo negle@ted. 2. Wars and Defolations hapning thereby , which
obliterate many ancient Monumeats. If bya kind of common ftipulation
or paét as it were, Monafteries had not had a kind of common Protection
in the viciffitudes of the Conquefts of England bythe Picts, Danes, Saxoms
and Normans, we had had very little extant of ancient things. 3. Trank
migrations of People from one Country to another, whereby they lefe
their ancient Monuments behind them , which were neglected by them
that fucceeded them. 4. Floods and Inundations, efpecially in the parts
of Afia, which fwept away many ancient Monuments. :

Thele are the Allays that are to be given to this particular touching
the Epoche and Original of Monarchies, Kingdoms, and States, and the
Monuments and Hiftorical Relations of them or hapning in them, and
to the weight of thofe confequences deduced or deducible from them,
;? %rdcr to the Argument in queftion touching the Origination of Man-

ind. Do
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: _ CAP 1V. : .
The Third Inftance of Fafk proving the  Origination of Mankind
namely , the Tuvention of Arts. ’

Come to the Third Inftance of Fa& , namely, the Difcove N
I fecting of Arts, and the new Difcoveries t}:Il,xat later Ag,esr :‘:::dnggc
of thiggslthat wcri not lt:(?%rmerly known.

“And this Topick confifts principally of thefe parts; 1.
have becn fuch Difcoveries o% Thi%gsyand Arts E;ot férnfxcr;l);hl:;c:\l;/cr:?
2. That confequently the World, efpecially of Mankind , is of a far
later Edition than Eternity.

Touchiag the former of thefle, it is very evident both by the Tradition
of the Ancients , and alfo by our own unqueftionable Experience , that

very great Difcoveries have been in feveral Ages made of Things and

Arts that were hidden and unknown unto precedent Ages. I fhall not
wouble my felf with thofe large Catalogues of profitable Inventions
which have been fucceffively difcovered,when before they were not known,
at leaft for onght appearstous 5 as the ule of Husbandry, the making of
Wine and Oyl, the difcovery of she Letters of the Alphabet in fucceffive
Ages, Mufick, Military and Civil Difcipline, Engins*of War, and Navi-
gation: Thele and infinite more have been by the Induftry of former
Writers reduced to their feveral Epoche and Authors of their Difcoveries,
and fome of the Authors have had therefore divine Honour given to
them by the admiring Heathen. ~Thele feveral Inventors and Inventions
are regiftred by Diedorus Sicsdus in his firft fix Books , by Clemens Alexan-
drivws 1n the fireft Book of his Stromata, by Pliny l.7.cap. 56. and ex pro-
feffo by Polydore Virgil inhis eight Books de Rerum Inventoribus: In which
and other Colleétions of that kind, although poffibly there be many
things that are fabulous , or grounded upon a very light and uncertain
tradition; yet there are many things that are true or very credible

elpecially fince the Monuments of ancient times give us an account of the
l‘noﬁ remote Ages of Men ; Rudes primim & incuria fitvefiri non wanlsum

a ferarwm afperitate diffimiles , Macrob, in [omnio Scipionis , I. z,cap, 10, [ee
the elegant delcription of the elder Inhabitants of the World , Lucret, /. 5.

Nec commune bonum peterant fpectare , neque wllis
Moribus inter [e [cibant neque legibus nti,

With which defcription of the elder World agrees Plato in his Politicks,
Nudi enim & fine firagulis magnam partem foris & [ub dio vitam colebant ;
and the fame P/ato in his third Book de Zegibus fuppofeth,, thar thofe relicks
of Men that efcaped the ancient Deluges by flight into the Mountains
ecame perfectly ignorane in procefs of time of thofe Arts and conve-
niences of humane Life , which poffibly their Progenitors might have
been better acquainted with.

COBUt wedm;ed not go fo fa;\f”or a full conviction of that admirable Dif-

very and Improvement of Arts and other things, efpecially fuc

are neceflary fof humane Life. g5, chpecially fuch as
¥n
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In matters Aftronomical we have a far greater light than what wy
two thoufand years fince; for we find the old Hyporhefis of the Heavenly
Syftem called fince in queftion by Copermicus, Galiless, and Kepler ; (e
folidity of the Orbs detected to be untrue, by the plain difcovery (f
Tycho Brabe and others; the new difcoveriesof Stars and Afterifms,and thej;
figures, by the help of the Telelcope, demonftratively and to the fenfe.

In matters Philofophical many new Difcoveries have been made by
Fxperiences, whereunto the Ancients never attained: And although the
Bodies of Men', Animals and Infects have been thefe many thoufands of
years expofed to the view and fearch of diligent Phyficians and Anat.

- mifts, yetit is 2 wonder to fee what new Dilcoveries have been madeig

Anatomical Diffections and Obfervations,which {eem wholly hidden to the
Ancients; as thofe of the Circulation of the Blood by Dottor Harvey ; the
Vene lactea by Afellins ; the Repofitorinm Chyli of Pecquer, with the method of
its deduétion into the #ena cava ; the procefs of Generation and of the For-
mative actions 5 the curious Difcoveries of the Parts and Faculties of fmalf

Infeés, by the help of the Microfcope , rendred by Malpighius and others,
~Again, the great Difcoveries that have been made by the means of

Pyrotechny and Chymiftry, which in late Ages have attained to 2
greater height than formerly. - : '

- Again , in matters Mechanical, although it be true that this latter
Age hath not arrived to that incredible skill of drchimedes, yer Meehs-
nical powers have been ftrangely improved , as we fee in the late in-
provement of the late difcovery of the Motion of the Pexdulum, whereby
the portions of Time are not only meafured with an incredible exactnefs,
buc the ufe thereof tranflated unto Watches , Clocks , and other Engins;
fo we have high advancement of Dialling, Clocks, Pumps, Fountains
and other Motions beyond the acquefts of former Ages.

And although the Art of Navigation hath been very ancient, and the
ufe of the Mariner’s Needle, which fome carry up to dmalpes an Arabim
in the year of Chrift 13605 others to the Chinefes, and by them difcovered
to Paulus Vewetus ; others carry it up to King David: yet the Art of Na-
vigation hath been fince greatly improved , and many excellent Dilco-
veries in relation to the Inclination and Variation of the Magnetick
Needle. To thele we may add the ufe of Guns, Gunpowder, and
Printing , which though by fome aferted to be of long ufe in China, yet
in this Weftern part of the World the original of the Invention hath its
known Epocha. : : :

By thefe and many more Inftances of the like kind it may appear, That
many Inventions and Difcoveries of things not only of curiofity but of
ufe and convenience to Mankind have had their known and certain
Epache, or a fufficient evidence of times when they were not ufed ot
known in the World.

2., The confequence of this Suppolition feems to be this; That inas
much as thefe had their difcoveries within known Periods, it is not
fuppofable that the fucceffions of Mankind could have been without 2
Beginning, bur rather that they had a Beginning within a reafonable
time: for it is not conceptible that in an infinite , or indeed in a very
long period of Revolutions of Mankind, - thofe or any things of this kiad

difcoverable would have been of {o late and puifne a difcovery: This hii
tne
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the Argumc'nt of Lucretins, who though an Afferter of the Erernity of
Matter and Motion, <r..'r. together with his Mafter Epicwras afferts a Be-
ginning of this World which we mow behold , 2i4, 5, :

Quare etiam quedam nwnc artes expolinntur,
Nunc etism augefcunt ; wunc addita navigiis fuut
Multa, mode organics melicos peperere fomores ;
Denigue natura hec rerum raticque reperta
NHuper -ceecoscmsncen

And upon the fame account Macrobius 1, 3. cap. 10. in Somnivm Scipionis i
Si enim ab initio, imb amte initium fuit mundus, ut Philofophi volunt, Car per
innumerabilems feriem [eculorwm nom fueras Cultus quo nunc wtimur inventus ?
Nor Litcrarum ufus quo [olo memorie fulcitur Eternitas? Cur demique multa-
rum rerums experientia ad aliquas gentes recenti atate pervenit? wt ecce Galli
vitem vel cultwm olee , Roma jam adelefcente , didicerunt ; alie verd gentes
adbwc multa nefciunt que mwobis invensa placwernns. Hec omnia videntur ater-
nitass rerum repugnare, dums opinari mos facinmt certo mundi principio panlatim
fingula queque cxpiffe. " \

But although this Argument at the firft view may feem to have much
of evidence in it of the Origination of Mankind, yet it feems too weak
to lay any great weight, at leaft fingly, upon it, as will appear by what
foll_ovl;'s; though in confort with other Inftances it hath its ufe and
weight. «
~ The Dikovery or Invention of things may feem to be upon thefe, or
fome of thefe Methods. : ‘

2, It feems to me that fome things have been difcovered unto Mankind
by 2 more immediate interpofition of the Divine Providence, or the
‘miniftration of Angels; as for inftancé, the Medicinal Virtue of fome
Herbs, Vegetables, or Minerals, that lye not in the ordinary road of
Experience, or analogical collection from Circumftances, Signatures, or
Obfervation.

2. Some things were dilcovered experimentally, though perchance
not intentionally , or by defign in the firft difcovery: And thus probably
the Virtues of ordinary Simples came to be difcovered; for the Food of
Mankind being anciently Herbs and Fruits, or at leaft of fuchof Mankind
who either throuigh choice, cuftom or neceflity were driven to that abfte-
mious Diet, there did doubtlefs occurr the experience of various tem-
peraments and operations of thofe Herbs fome purgative, fome emetick,
fome fudorifick , fome aftringent , which gave Men opportunity of di-
gefting them into feveral ranks and ufes.

3. Some things were dilcovered ex prenotis, & per viam rationalis dif-
aurfies: Thus probably Men by the Signatures, Taflts and Colours of
Herbs , bearing amalogy to other things they knew, concluded fairly
touching their Nature and Ufe, which by Tryal and Experience they
improved into more fixed and ftable Theorems and Conclufions: And
upon this account allo many Praétical Arts, efpecially relating to Num-
bers, Weight, Meafure andyMechanilm had their production s for the
Rudiments of Proportion being lodged in the Mind, they feem to have
grown intenvionally and ex smdwitria into thole various pradtices of

X Arithme-
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Arithmetick ; Geometry, and Mechanicks refulting ijom thofe princi.
ples-per medis proce(fus rationalis; and thus thofe practices of the Rules
of Proportion, Mechanical Motions, Staticks, Architecture » Navigation,
Mcaturing of Diftances and Quantities, and infinite more did arife,

4. Some things in their firft difcovery fecm purely accidental, and
although poffibly the operation of Reafon and Tryal and Experiment might
or may carry on the Invention into farther Improvements and Advances,
vet in thevery firlt primo primum of the Difcovery it may be accidental;
Theold, whether true or fabulous Difcovery of Fire may ferve to explain
my conception; wherein it is fuppofed, that one fitting upon a Hill and
tumbling down Flint ftenes, upon the collifion thereof he obferved fparks
of Fire, which nevertheles he after improved by adding combuftible
materials to it ; and doubtlefs upon fuch and the like occurrences man
Chymical and other accidental Dilcoveries have been made, befides and
beyond -and without the intention of the Operator : And I well knew

" a Perfon that had not capacity erough to deduce any thing of curiofity

per proce([um rationalem , yet by accidental dealing with Water and fome
Canes did arrive to a moft admirable excellence in forne Mechanical
Works of that nature , though he never had the Wit to give a reafon
of his performance of them.. - : ‘ o

5. Some things have been found out by a kind of neceflity and exi.
geince of Humane Nature ; fuch as Clothes, Societies, Places of Defence
and Habitation, and poffibly much of the plainer fort of Tillage and

‘Husbandry , Venter magifter artis, ingeniique largitor: and commonly

thefe were the earlieft Inventions, becaufe Nature ftood early in nted of
them. And hence it came to pafs, that they who had Calum clementin,
that afforded them neceflaries without the affiftance of confiderable In-
duftry, continued longeft rude and uncultivated. And therefore if the
Husbandry of Ceres-or Triptolemns came late into the World , it was
becaufe thofe Eaftern Countries then inhabited abounded with plenty
of Fruits, which fupplied the defect of Husbandry till the World grew
more difperfed and fuller of Inhabitants, and tranfmigrated into parts of
lefs natural fertility. ‘ .

6. Some things ‘have been difcovered not only by the Ingeny and
Induftry of Mankind, but even the inferior Animals have fubminiftred
unto Man the invention or difcovery of many things both Natural and
Anrtificial and Medicinal, unto which they are guided, and in which
they are directed by fecret and untaught inftinés, which would be infinite
to profecute. The Fable or Hiftory of Glaucss obferving Fifhes to leap
yato the Sea, upon tafting an Herbby the thore ; the Weafel ufing Plan-
tane as an Antidote; the wounded Stag ufing Dittany to draw out the
Arrow , (if true) and divers others, give us fome Analogical In-
ftances. : ' :

And thele are ordinarily the Methods of Difcoveries. The Things or
Objects difcovered are principally of two kinds; viz. 1. Such thingsas
are already lodged ia Nature, as Natural Caufes and Effects, and thofe
various Phenomena in Nature , whereof fome lye more open to our Senfes
and daily obfervation ; others are more occult and hidden, and though
acceffible in fome meafure to our Senfes, yet not without great fearchand
ferutiny, or fome happy accident; others again are fuch as we cannot
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artain to any clear fenfible dilcovery of them, either by reafon of their
remotenefs, diftance, and unaccefliblene(s, as the Heavenly Bodies and
things clofed up in the bowels of the Earth ; or by realon of their {ubtil
and curious texture, efcaping the clear and immediate acce's of Senfc,
as Spiritual Natures, the Soul and its various Faculties and Operarions,
and the Reafons or Methods of them , wherein for the moft parr our ac-
quefts touching them are but Opinion and Conjeéture, wherein Men
vary according to the variety of their Apprehenfions and Phantafics, and
wherein (becaufe they want that manuduction of Senfe which is our
beft and {ureft Guide in the firft Inftance in matters Natural ) Men range
into incertain, inevident, and unftable Notions.

2. Such things as are Artificial, wherein fome Dilcoveries are fimply
new , others are but acceflions and additaments to things that were
before mentioned : Some things are of convenience , utility or neceffity
to Humane Nature or the condition of Mankind; fome things are of
curiofity: fome things are found out cafually or accidentally; fome things
intentionally , and out of thofe Principles or Notions that {eem to be
lodged originally in the Mind. :

Now upon thefe Confiderations premifed, it feems that the late Dif:
covery of many things in Nature, and many Inventions in Art are not
a f{ufficient Evidence of the Origination or late Origination of Mankind,
at leaft taken fingly and apart. _ ,

1.-In things Natural the variety is fo great, and the various combi-
nations therein fo many, that it feems poffible that there fhould not have
been a full dilcovery of the whole ftate of things Natural unto the Minds
of Men, although there were fuppofed an eternal duration of Mankind.
We may give our felves a Specimen hereof, if we look but back upon
that one Piece of Nature with which we have reafon to be beft ac-
?uamtcd » namely, our felves; which by reafon of our vicinity to our
clves, our daily converfation with our lelves and others of the fame
Species, our daily neceflities and opportunities of inquiring into our felves,
and the narrownefs of our own nature in comparifon of the vaft and
various bulk of other things, feems to render us a Subje capable of
being very fully difcovered. And befides all this, the more inquifitive
and judicious part of Mankind have induftrioufly fet themfelves for many
Ages to make the belt difcovery they could of the nature of Man. Hip-
prerates the Father of Phyficians, who lived in the 824 Ohmpiad , and
above 2000 years fince bufied himfelf much and profoundly in this En-
quiry; and 4 fucceffion of induftrious, obferving and learned Phyficians
and Naturalifts have purlued the Chale with al% care and vigilancy, and
by the help of Anatomical Diffections have fearched into thofe various
Meanders of the Veins, Arteries , Nerves and Integrals of the Humane.
Body: Yet for all this, in this fenfible and narrow part of Humane
Nature, the husk and fhell thereof, how much remains after all this
whereof we are utterly ignorant ¢ * So- that notwithftanding all the
Dilcoveries that have been made by the Ancients, and thofe more
curious and plentiful Difcoveries by the latter Ages, there ftill remains
fo much undifcovered that leaves ftill room for Admiration and In-
duftry, and gives us a powerful convicion of our Ignorance, thag.
the things we know in this lictle narrc})(w obvious part of Nature '_ﬂse:
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Body of Man is the leaft part of that we know not touching the
fame,

But when we yet confider how fmall a part of the Humane Nature
is that which is the Corporeal part; and how little we know with any
tolerable certainty touching the more noble Parts, A&s and Operations
of the Humane Nature, the Principle of Life, Senfe, and Intellection,
we have flill reafon to conclude that this little, narrow , near Subjet
of our Knowledge is yet very difficult for us a¢ually and fully to com.
prehend, and furnifheth our fearch with more Materials than we are
poflibly able to exhauft with all our Induftry, Care, Study, and Ob.
fervation.  When I confider thofe difficulties thar occurr touching the
Production of that we call the Soul, whence it is; what it is, what
power it is that performs the preceffus formativus that digefts, difpofes,
models the prima flamina nathrs humane that acts with moft admirable
skill , dexterity, infallible order , and in the moft incomparable way of
Intelligence, and yet wholly deftitute of thofe Organs whereby we
exercile the operations of Lite, Senfe, and IntelleGtion. That incom.
parable accommodation of all parts and things fitteft for ufe, for time,
for convenience: Again, when I confider thofe various powers of the
Sénfible Nature, that Regiment that it performs and exercifeth by the
Spirits, Nerves, and Mulcles; the admirable powers of Senfation, of
Phantafic, of Memory, in what Salvatories or Repofitories the Species of
things paft are conferved : Again, when I confider the ftrange powers
of Intelledtion, Ratiocination , Reminifcence, and what that T ing o
Nature is that performs all thofe various operations: 'And when I con.
fider how little, how incertain, how contradiQory thofe Sentiments of
Mankind have been touching thefe things, wherein neverthelefs they
have fearched and toyled Age after Ages I muft needs conclude, That
if we had no other fubjet of our fearch and enquiry befides our felves,
we fhould have for ought I knaw for infinite Ages 2 continued ftock for
our difcovery ; and when we had learned much, yet ftill even in this
narrow Subject there would be flill fomewhat tobe learned ; and we fhould
never be able adtually to overtake the plenary difcovery of what would
remain 5 s Lo o
’ Sic rota pofterior currit, fed in axe fecands, -

And if this one fmall near piece of Nature il affords new matter for -

our difcovery, where or when fhould we be ever able to fearch out all
the vaft Treafurics of Objetive Knowledge that lyes within the compals
of the Univerfez So that the new Difcoveries tgat have been made i
Natural things is not a fufficient evidence of the newnefsof the exiftence
of Mankind, becaufe of that inexhauftible Magazin of Natural Caufés
and Effects which poffibly will ftore Mankind with new Difcoveries unto
an everlafting continuance, . - Sl N
2. And the fame that is faid for the redundance of matters intelligible
and cognofcible in things Natural, may be alfo- applied to things Artifi-
cial. ‘Thercare thefe things that render Artificial Inventions prodigioufly

fertil and various: 1. The variety of the materials of things that ma
be applied to Artificial ends and ufes; a5 we have Iron , Brafs, Wood,
Stones, Sounds, Light, Figuration, Tadile qualities; fome thiggs of 2
, , more
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more active, fome things of a2 more paflive nature; fome things diverfified
in degrees of heat, cold, drynefs, moifture; various Elements, Meteors:
and infinite varicty of thefe Materials we have, which may be the material
conftituents or ingredients into Artificial Structures, Engins, Motions, or
Effe¢ts. 2. The variety of the Apprehenfions and Fancies of feveral
Men in the deftination and application of things to feveral ends and ufes;
and this arifing in them partly by the various texture and frame of their
very temper of their Brains, Blood, and Spirits 5 partly by variety of Edu-
cation , partly by Neceflity , partly by Accidental Emergency: by this
means poffibly the fame Material is varioufly managed into various Arti-
fices, according to this variety of Phantafy or Imaginatien. As take the
fame Wool, for inftance, one Men felts it into a Har, another weaves
it into Cloth, another weaves it into Kerfey or Serge , another weaves it
into Arras; and poffibly thefe varioufly fubdiverfified according to the phan-
tafy of the Artiticer: For it is moft certain that there is not greater variety
in the figures and complexions of Mens Faces and Features, and in the
contemperations of their natural Humours, than there is in their Phan-
tafies , Apprehenfions and Inclinations, And hence it is that , for in-
ftance, the texture of Zemxes or Apelles inclines him to the invention or
improving of Painting , <4rchimedes to Mechanical Motions, Esc/id to
Geometrical Conclufions: and hence it muft neceffarily come to pafs,
that according to the variety of Men that either cafually or induftrioufly
apply themfelves to Artificial Dilcoveries or Inventions, there will enfue
variety of Inventions. That Invention that did arife from the Genius
or temiperament of the Phantafie or Imagination of <pelles, would pro-
bably néver in the fame individual Invention have been found out before
him, though thie World of Men had lafted millions of Years before
him; becanle perchance in that long Period no Man had ever the {ame
Systax of Phantific er Imagination that he had, and confequently though
fome Artificial Inventions are as it were of that common congruity to
the general Phantafies of Men 5 or feem to arife upon a common futable-
nefs to the ufe or exigence of Mankind , as digging, planting, ploughing,
fowing, making of Apparel and Houfes ; yet fome have that particular
refpeét or cognation to the Phantafie of this or that particular Man, that
they would never have been found out till fuch # Man had had his being
in the World ; and confequently the Invention was not found fooner,
becaufe the Man to whofe Phantafie this Invention was accommodate
was not born nor lived {ooner. IR T :

3. The variety of Application and Combination of feveral Materials
of Arrificial things in their feveral Artificial Complements: For it is
very plain, that even where things ar¢ finite and determinate in their
fiumber ; yet they arife to'a’ ftrange and prodigious multitude,,’ if not
indefinitude, by their various Pofitions, Combinations, and Conjunétions :
The Letters of the Alphabet, which arife from the feveral apertures and
cotijunctions of the Tongue; the Teeth, thie Palate,thé Lips,the Throat, are
but 24 in number, yet vatious combinations of thefe Letters are the formal
conftituents of all the Words and Languages in the World i And yet all the
Words and Languages in the World do not amount to the hundredth
part of thofe other articulate Languages that might be made out of the
temaining combinations of the Letters of the Alphabet, which are not
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inufe in any or all the Languages of the World. The general divifion
of Lines in Geometry is into ftreight and crooked, but the various com.
binations and pofitions of thefe two forts of Lines would make more
Figures of Superficies than all the Ages of the World could poffibly cel-
leét or deleribe. . ) ,

And from this variety of Materials, variety of Phantafies and Imagi-
nations, and variety of Combinations or Junctures of things, we may
realonably conclude that the multitude of Artificials is inexhauftible; and
that although there be many new Inventions difcovered daily which were
not difcovered before, yet that alone is no fufficient Argument of the
Novity of Mankind ; for this Magazin of Artificials is (o fruitful, vaft,
and indeterminate, that if the World fhould laft millions of A§es there
would be a ftore and fupply for immenfc Ages, E¢ femper aliquid uitra.

It may be poffibly objected, That although the variety of Materials
are great, and poﬂiybly indefinite and indeterminate, and (o alfo of the
Fancies of Men, and confequently thofe various combinations of things
that are conftituents of new Inventions, yet they are not Infinite: For
although the combinations of the 24 Letters of the Alphabet are a pro-
digious namber, yet if inftead of 24 Letters there were 24 millions, as
thofc 24 millions are a finite number, fo would all the changes and
combinations thereof be finite, though perchance not eafily computable
by Arithmerick, in refpet of the huge excefs of the number; and confe-
quently, in an infinite Period of Time, though one of thefe combinations
fhould be exhibited in a million of Years, the whole number of combi-
nations had been infinite Ages fince exhaufted, and no combination lefe
to make up the material or formal conftituent of a new Invention.

I anfwer; It is true, the combinations of things finite exifting muft
needs be finite as well as the things themfelves. But, as T have before
fuppofed, the Invention of Arts doth not only dt;.pcnd upon the exiftence
of the Materials of things Artificial, no nor fingly upon the various
combinations of thofe Materials; but upon the Phantafie, Defign and
Deftination of Man, which is various, according to thefe various Tem-
peraments that have ingredience and influence into him: yea and poffibly
alfe upon certain junétures and concourfes of things that might never
before befall any other. And therefore, as if upon a fuppofed Eternal
Succeflion of Mankind we fhould find but one individual sSecrares or
Plato, fo it is not impoffible to fuppole that Secrates or Plato fhould confift
of fuch a Temperament and Conftitution, fuch a Phantafie and Ima-
gination as never any man before had exaéily the like; and confequently
he might be the difcoverer of fome fuch Invention as never before was
difcovered. Or if wefhould be fo hardy as to fuppofe a Man pre-exifting
in all things exadtly like te Socrares, both in his Temperament, Body
and Mind, yet poffibly thofe accidental ©ccurrences which excited the
Imagination of Secrates to the difcovery and compofing of fuch an In-
vention might not fall in with that Man that is fuppofed of a perfett
parity. with Secrates. e -

For although perchance exifting Individuals may riot be attually Infi
nite, yet certain it is that the potential gradation of things may be po-
tentially Infinite, and fo may the junéures of Occurrences be potentially

Infinite s whereby it may cometo pafs, that though an Eternal Succcﬂior;

0
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of Men were admitted , yet ## if#a bora a2 Man might be produced that
had never parem omnibus gradipus & numeris : And luch jun&ures of Oc-
currences might happen 7z iffs hora that had never an exact parity of all
Circum(tances, and the (ame exact weight and number of Occurrences
inany antecedent portion of Eternity, . )

And hence it may very eafily comc to pafs, that as any one Invention
had not its exiftence in a portion of a thoufand, two, ten, twenty thou-
fand years befores fo, if the Ages of Mankind were infinite, it might

* never have pre-cxiftence before, though the whole Race of Mankind

had been indultrioufly addicted ad sltimmum poffe to have difcovered or im-
proved Artificial Inventions. ‘

3. The third Allay to the concludence of this Argumént is this: That

Mankind have been, and in many places are very remifs and una&ive in
improving their knewledge and difcovery of things Natural and Arti-
fictal ; and that which befalls one Man, or Age, or Placé in this kind,
may befall another: This may happen by lazine(s and floth , by an evil
cuftom , or by overflowing barbaroufnefs and want of improvement by
Education: And upon this account we find a great want of Arts and
Inventions in the Weftern World, in C4fics, and even nearer hand
among the /rifb: And if now by the acceffion of Planters of better
Education, or by the advanced Induftry of fome Inhabitant of thofe
barbarous Countries there thould be derived among them the Inventions
of profitable or curious Arts, we could not with any fufficient reafon
conclude that the World lately began in thofe Countries, becaufe the

Original of thofe Arts and Inyentions was but lately begun among them, -

If therefore thole People by reafon of their Barbarous courfe of life might

be ftrangers unto Arts and Inventions for the fpace of five hundred or

a thouland Years, why not for a much longer time 2 why not eternally ¢
Since the very fame fupinenefs and negligence might as well poflefs thofe
Parts and Inhabitants for many Ages, as wellas few ; and for interminate
Ages, as well as certain; and if at this day they fhould difcover and
practife new Arts and Inventions, it were no greater Argument againft
the Eternity of their Succeffion, than againit their Continuance for
thofe many thoufand Years, which probably they have had in that un-
known Weltern World. : g

4+ The fourth Allay of this Obfervation feems to be this: Thatasin
Kingdoms and Empires, o in Difcoveries of Arts there feem to be very
great viciffitudes and circulations, which ftrangely vary the Faces of

| Things and Countrics; and this principally done, 1. By Wars and

gll&orics: 2. By Floods , Inundations , or Epidemical Difeafes and
agues. . C
, The Iaftances of the former are various, The Romans were a People
tivilized and improved into great Knowledge in Arts and Sciences, and
in Civil and Military Government; and where they prevailed in Con-
gucﬁs and Victories, they did together with their ViGories tranfmig
tts, Sciences, and excellent Methods of Government among even Barba-
rous Nations, which quite altered oftentimes the former Face of thofe con-
quered Countries , and by that means thofe Arts which were not known
before in thofe Places, became in ufe and requeft in thofe Countries
wherein befors they were ftrangers: not as if they thea began, for t'ﬁey;
' ' ad
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“which formerly were common, became difufed and forgotten among

had their Practice and Ufe long before among the Remans , though their
tranfmiffion and derivation into thofe Countries that were conquered

feemed new. : o

Again, fome Countries were bené morati, well dilciplined in Learning,
Arts, and Knowledge, but poffibly by the Irruption of numerous Armies
of Barbarous People, thefe Countrics were quickly over-grown with
Barbarifim and defuetude from their former Civility and Knowledge, and
degenerated into the Ignorance and Barbarifm of their Conquerors; fo
that in a reafonable Period of time much of their ancient Knowledge and
Arts was forgotten, as if they never had it. This was the condition of
Greece the Learned Part of the World after their fubjugation by the
Tarks, and this poflibly may be the condition of Chins in a few years
after the great Irruption and Devaftation by the Tartars; wherein poffibly
if an Age or two hence the ftate of things fhould be judged according
to the prefent appearance, it would be looked upon as if it had never
been the habitation of thofe Curious Arts which {ome time dwelt there:
and poffibly the fetting on foot fome of thofe very Arts that were once
well known in thole parts, would be looked upon as the Natales of thofe
Arts, or the firft Inchoation of them, Wars and Defolations having
obliterated the Monuments of their former practices; which yet neverthe-
lefs would be in truth but the reviving of thole Arts which wer
long before practifed, though intermitted and interrupted by the viciffi-
tudes of Wars. '

And upon the fame account are thofe alterations that have hapned in
the condition and ftate of People by other accidents, as Inundations,
Epidemical Difeafes, Corruption of the Air in fome Parts and Conti-
nents, either by fome eruption of pernicious Vapours , or other Incle-
mency of the Heavens. Plato in his third Book de Legibws, in the begin-
ning, though he fuppofe an interminate Beginning of Mankind, and
that there were fucceffively Cities, Laws, and Arts; yet he fuppofeth
that upon thefe and the like Occurrences, thofe that efcaped thefe com-
mon Calamities betook themfelves to the Mountains, kept Sheep, and
preferved the Species of Mankind s but moft of thofe Arts and Sciences

them : But after Mankind multiplying , they defcended into the Vallies,
and by degrees , mutual converfation , the neceffity of their condirion,
and the due confideration of things did gradually revive thofe Arts which
‘Men had formerly loft by long intermiffion.  For fuch is the indoles of
the Humane Nature, where it is not ftrangely over-grown with Barbs-
roufnels , that it will by a kind of Natural Sagacity difcover things,
efpecially neceffary for the ufc of Humane Life and Society; as Huf
bandry, Laws, Government , Architecture, Clothing, and the like; as
Bees or Ants provide for theircommon habitation and fupply.

Upon all which it may feem that we are over-hafty when we conclude, ‘

That becaufe Arts or Sciences do perchance dilcover themfelves firft to
our view in fuch Places or Ages, that therefore this was their firft and
primitive produétion, or that they were neverbefore. For it may very
reafonably be, that thofe or the like Arts might have been either in ocher
places, and by a kind of mtigration or circulation be tranfmitted to thofe
new places either by Armies or Colonies deduced hither; or that even

- among
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among the fame People or Nation thefe Arts were fometimes flourithing ,

though poffibly having received fome intermiffion by great Accidents and
Occurrences , they again do repulls/are and revive upon the opportunity
of Peace , Trade, Commerce and Popular Increafe. Nay many times
it comes to pafs, as is . before obferved, That when People are multi-
plied, fo that their places grow firait and narrow, and their fupplies
not proportionable to their number, neceflity and exigence, it gives
an edge to their Induftry and Invention, and produceth new Dilcoveries
of things that were either not known before, or forgotten: And even
this one thing hath advanced the Dwtch to that eminence of Manufacture,
Induftry and Arts, that they exceed the reft of the World therein,

We may have an Inftance of this Circulation of Arts even in this.

Kingdom of England in that which is our great Manufa&ture , namely,
Woollen Cloth: It appears very plainly by thofe ancient Gilds that were
feetled in Emgland for this Manufature , as at Lincoln, Tork, Oxford and
divers other Citics, that in the time of A.2. and R. 1. this Kingdom
greatly flourifhed in that Art: but by the troublefom Wars in the time

of King Jobs, H. 3. and alfo in the times of E. 1. and B 2. this Manufa-

&ure was wholly loft, and all our Trade ran out in Wools, Wool-fells,
and Leather carried out i# fpecie ; and the Manufacture, during- thofe
Warly times, held its courle in Framte, the Netherlands , and the Hans
Towns; but by the Wifdom and peaceable times of E.3. and his faic

- treating of forein Artifts, which he invited and entertained in thisKing-

dom , he regained that Art hither again, which for near one hundred
Years had been for the moft part intermitted , which hath hitherro con-
tinued to the great Wealth and Beaefit of this Kingdom.

So that we are not to conclude everynew appearance of any Art ox
Scienee is the firft production of it, but as they fay of the River Tigris
and fome others, they fink into the ground , and keep a fubterranean
courfe, it may be 40 or 5o miles, and then break out above ground again,
which is not {o much a new River, as the continuation and new ap-
pearance of the old: So many times it falls out with Arts and Sciences,
though they have their non-appearances for fome Ages, and then feem
firft to difcover them(elves where before they were not known, it is not
fo much the firft pfodution of the Art as a tranficion , or at leaft a refti-
tution of what poffibly was either before in another, or in the fame
Country or People: And thus fome tell us that Guns and Printing,
tl;}ough but lately difcovered in Esrgpe, yet were of far ancienter ufe in
China,

So that notwithftanding this Conlfideration of the late Invention of
Arts, or Difeoveries of things Natural or Artificial, Mankind might
have had an infinite fucceflion; or at leaft fuch a continuance as furmounts
all thofe Accounts which the moft prodigal Computations have given:
and that Szy_in% of the Wife Man may be verified, Ecclefiait. 1.9. The
thing that bath been is that which (ball be , and that which hath been done is
thas which [ball be-done ; and there is no new thing under the Sun:  Is there
any thing whereof it may be [aid, See, this is new? It hath been already of vld

" time before.

I fhall here add a farther Confideration , becaufe it hath a cognation

'with the Subjeét of this Chapter.

Y “There
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There feems to be very probable Conje&ures made touching ‘the Ori.

gination of Mankind , becaufe there feems to be one Radical Language
rom which all others have their derivation, though fome carry in them
more, fome lefs Memorials of their Original, as they were more or lefs
remote in their Inception. -

The Languages of the World may be aptly enough divided into the
Primo prime , the Primo fecunde, and the Secundo [ecunde,

The Language which I call Primo prime muft needs be but one, if the
Original of Mankind were but two common Parents of either Sex, as the
Holy Scriptures teach us 5 and this one Language they muft needs learn
either from a conformation of Voices by the Angels, fuch might that vocal

-Language be between Almighty God by the miniftration of Angels , and

Adam , whereof we read in the firlt and fecond Chapters of Genefis ; or it
muft be an inftituted Language , chofen by 4dam in Paradife , by which he
gave the feveral Beafts their names, and maintained difcourfe with GOD,
and the Woman with the Serpent : For althoughit is as natural to Man-
kind to exprefs their Defires, Paffions, and Conceptions vocally, as it is for
Brutes to ufe their natural vocal Signs, though of a more fimple and im-
perfe& kind ; yet the forming of Languages into this or that particular
fathion or mode, whereby Conceptions may be rendred intelligible to
others, is a bufinefs of Inftitution, Difcipline, Intention and Confent. But
what this firft Language of our firft Parents was , is difficult for us to de
termin : fome think it was the Hebrew , and from thence they derive other
Languages s others think that the Chinefes Language was the Original,
besaufe it is the moft fimple, confifting moft of monofyllables, the moft
natural, fitting the apertures and flexures of the Lips and Tongue with
the greatcft eafe, and yet having the greateft multiplicity and variety
of Words 5 others again contend for the Seythian Language as the Primi-
tive: all founded upon conjeétural Reafons. ‘

But when we confider how foon Languages are changed , and what
a tra& of time there was between the Creation and the Flood, and from
thence to Mofes, it may be difficult to fuppofe that that Language conti-
nued fo long inits purity and integrity ; poffibly if in any Line it con-
tinued in its integrity, it might be in the Line and Family of Noak, and
fo down to the Confufion of Languages at the Tower of Babel,

But it is hard to determin what that Primitive Language was: the
Hebrew ot Samaritan bids faireft for it, 1. In refpect of its Antiquity;
2. In refpec of many Languages, efpecially of the Eaft, that feem tobe
derived from it, asthe Caldee, Egyptian, Phenician, Syriack, Arabick, which
havea great cognation withit, and derivation , asitfeems, from it.

‘And though poffibly in thofe Elder times, as in the time of _abraham,
thefe feveral Languages might be but as fo many feveral Dialects of the
fame Language, whereby it came to pafs that 4braham, though brought
up in Caldes or Afyria, held conference with the King of Gerar and
the Children of Heth, that were Camaanites, and as fome think , ufed the
Hebrew Langua§c; his Servant alfo readily conferred with Zaban the
Syrian: Ifssc alfo had conference with the Philiftims and Egyptians, yet
it is apparent that in procefs of time they grew into diftin¢t Languages,
unintelligible each to other: The Sons of Facob underftood not the
Egyptian Language when they came down for Corn, Gem. 42.23. neitgf:é
: . . 1

did they afterward underftand ordinarily the Syrian Langua ‘
19.26. ynonr the Caldean Language, Fer. 5y 15. 7 , Blage, 2 Kings

But although it be commonly thought the Helrew Language was the
common Language of the Canaanites , yet it feems hard that the Holy
?tnd. 1up¥ofcd PFiglitive Langu;ge fhould be preferved only in the Po-

erity of accurfed Camaan, and from them derived to ' ity
Abraham the Holy Seed. , the Poﬁenty, of

As touching the Language of the Seres or Chinefes; thofe that fup-
pole it to be the Primitive Language, do fuppofe that Neah’s Ark firft
refted upon the bordering Mountains of Chiza, and that Country firft
peopled by the delcendents of Neah ; that they were not at the building
of Babel.  But this feems to be but a novel Conceit.

2. The Languages that were Secundo prime , were thofe that hapned
upon the Confufion of Tongues, which the Fews fuppofe to be 70 or 72
from that place Pfal.78. verl. 55. He hath divided the Nations according P
the number of the Princes of ifrael, or the Samhedrim ; but whether they
were {o many, or more, or lefs, is not poffible to determia. .

- Some fuppofe thofe Languages which are ordinarily called Lingue masri-

ces, were fome of thole Languages that arofe at the Confufion of Tongues
and are called Matrices, becaule divers other, efpecially of the E‘uropea;f
feem to be much derived from them , namely, the Greek, Latin, T. cutonick,
Sclavonick, Scythian, Hungarian, Finnick, Captabriam, Irifh, Eriiiflr, Ambick,
Frifick , tllyrian , and Faryginm. .. A ’ , o
- But though thefe ar¢ taken to be Lingue matrices, yet much of their
Languages feem to be borrowed from Hebrew and Phenician Language 4
and though they fuppole thofe Lingue matrices might arife at the Confu.
fion of Tongues, yet they were not totally eftranged from that common
Language which univerfally obtained before that Confufion , which fome
think as before, was the Hebrew ; fome relicks of which Pyimitive Lan-
guage were notwithftanding that Confufion retained as Indications and
Monuments thereof, as Bechart in his Phaleg , and out of him Mr. Gale
in his Book called The Court of the Gentiles, endeavours largely to
prove. o - :

3. The third fortof Languages, which I call Secunds fecunde, are thofe
that have either been derived from thofe that were Primas fecande, or thag
have been compounded out of other Languages, or taken up de novo of

later times, or by all of thofe ways have obtained in feveral parts of the

V&;}orld, as the French, Italian, Spanifb, Danifh, Englifb , and divers
others. : L

Now if it can be well deduced that there was fome ancicnt Primitive
Language that by reafonable Evidence can appear to be the common Root
of all other Languzges , it is realonable to conclude, That furely there
was fome one common Head that was the Beginning of Mankind; for
without this Suppofition it is hardly poffible that there ihould be a common
Language at any timein theWorld, from which as from a common Rooe
all the Languages of the World fhould in procefs of time be derived.

But this Evidence allo taken fingly, lyes open to fome Objections that
weaken it upen thefe Confiderations. - , ,

1. We have not clear Evidence enough of any fingle Primitive Lan-
guage, nor what that Primitive Language was if {uch there hath been:
. Y2 therd
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lent the fimilitude of Words to them.

there might be in procefs of time a thoufand fucceffive Languages , and
many that went beforc have been loft, and {ucceeded by others.

2. Thafe fimilitudes of Words of one Language which are found in
another , give us no fufficient Demonftrations which of them was Pris
mitive 5 -the refemblancesof words fignifying the lame thing in the Helrew
and Greek Language prove no more thatthe Hebrew was before the Greek,
and lent Words to them, than that the Greek was before the Hebrew, and

3. If we confider almoft any Language not before-hand or by fome
after means mancipated to Rules, we fhall {carce find any that cogtain
themfelves in the fame Articulation; Accent or Pronunciation for the
fpace of three or four hundred Years , but are infinitely varied in procefs
of time from what they formerly were. . The Englifb Language that was
common and ufual three or four hundred Years fince, is{carce now intel-
ligible by us; yea and the Greek Tongue , though a regular Language,
and reduced to 2 Grammatical Canon, yet a good Grammatical Grecian
can hardly underftand a Native Grecian, nora Native Grecian the other
at this day: yea we arétold by Quintilian, as 1 remember, that in Rome
it felf in procefs of time the Latiz Language was fo altered , that the
Priefts could not readily underftand the Hymns compoled for their Idol-

Service by the ancient Priefis of Rome. . :

- 4. As lucceffion of Ages, fo variety of places in the fame Country
and Nation gives fuch variety of Dialeds in the fame Language, that
-one fide of s Kingdom fcarce underftands the other: witnefs che four

Diale@s of the Greet Language , and the feveral Pronunciations of the i

French in feveral parts of France, and the various Dialets of the Englifb
in the North and Weft that render their Expreflions many times unintel-
ligible to the other , and both fcarce intelligible to the Midland: various
Provinces of the fame Kingdom, and that at firft uled the fame Language,
in procefs of time ufe various mannersof Pronunciation, which in time
alﬁ? alter the ftrucure of the Words as they are fpoken or writtea, which
in farther procefs of time alters the Language into feveral Dialeéts, as it
did in Greece and other places. .

~ 5. Every Nation hath a certain humour or dilpofition appmfpriat-e, to
it, whichbyakind of Natural neceflity frames the very Air of Words,

Speech and Accents accommodate and fimilar to that Natural humouror §

inclination;
- ——— Graiis dedit ore votundo
Mufs logwi ——

In the very frame of the Speech of the Spamiard , Italian, French, Dutch §

wellh , Englifb we may find a kind of Image of their Complexions and
Tempers, fuiting and framing their Speech , Accents, Tone, Pronuncts

tion: Vowels conform thereunto, no lefs than in their Gate and Gefture; §

and this very Account would in a little time diverfific one and the fame
Language in the Mouths of feveral Nations, {o that in a lirtle fpace they
would not be the fame. o )
6. Commerce and Trade with forein Nations gives great alterations
in Languages, each Country borrowing fome Words, Accents, or Ex-

preffions from the other, whereby in a little time is is quite alterlc):d, and
- ' ecomes

Cap.4. ~ the ﬂrigimrimr.of Mankind. |

becomes a mixt confufed Language, made up of the Ingrc&ients of fe-
veral Languages. :

7. As in Clothes, fo in Wérds, Phrales, and Expreffions there com-

monly grow new Fathions, whereby it comesto ‘pafs that the fame Words
and Phrafes that were not ufed, or fcarce underftood in former Ages
become ‘in Fafhion , Reputation and Vogue in another Age; and this,
obtains fometims from the Courts of Princes, wherein a Word a hittle
in requeft foon growsin fathion with the Gentry, and from them at the
third hand paffethover to the Tradefman or Countryman. '

_ 8. Many times the Z#rerat; and Scholares coyn new Words, and fome-
times in common Speech or Writing in their Native Language , give
Terminations and Idiotifins {utable o their Native Language, unto Words
newly invented or tranflated out of other Languages; which is dome-
times done out of Affectation, fometimes out of Neceffity, by reafon
of the want of {ufficient fignificancy in their own Language . and when
fuch Phrafes or Words come abroad in printed Books , in Sermons or

t  Orations , they become more general, and incorporate into the Native

Language. : :

9. Many Laeguages of Countries are greatly altered and mingled
and fometimes totally eradicated and loft by Invafions and Vi&ories or
by tranfmiflion of Colonies by Forein Princes of a different Langu';ge.
Thus by the chacing the Britons our of England into wales, their Lan-
guage was wholly exterminated from hence withthem; and by the fuc-
ceflive Incurfions and Invafions of the Saxons, Dumes and Normans, the
Englifb Language grew a kind of mixture of them all, which yet in pro-
cefs of time hath been {0 much varied, that the Englsfb that was written
in the time of #. 1. is not now intelligible. ' .

_ Itistrue that thofe Languages thatare not now Native, though fome-
times they were; but are preferved in Writing or Rules or Canons , have
long kept their fimplicity, as the Hebrew, Greek and Latin, which have been
indeed preferved from being loft by vulgar ufe, but when a Language
once becomes of vulgar ufe, it foon lofeth its integrity ; thus the Latin
degenerated into the Zralian, and the very Hebrew and Greek more bar-
barous by much where they are popularly ufed, than in the ancient
Writings, wherein they have been preferved and kept to their ancient
integrity. o :

Confidering therefore the great inftability of Languages, the great
variations and changes to which they are {ubject, the great alterations
that they have had , the great difficulty of finding any Language which
(upon grouqu barely of Reafon, without Divine Revelation) we can
fafely call Original, and the great difficulty of deducing other Languages
entirely fromit: It is hard for us fingly to lay any weight upon this In-
ftance, to prove the Origination of Man upon 2 meer Moral Account

- or Topical Ratiocination thereof,

C AP,
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| CAP. V. L
The Eourth Inftance of Faft feeming to evince the Novity of  Mankind,

"~ namely, the Inceptions of the Religions and Deities of the Heathens,
and the deficiency of this Inftance. : .

REligion feems to be as connatural to Humane Nature as Reafon , and
poflibly a more diftinguithing property of Humane Nature than it:
For almoft in all fenfible Creatures, efpecially thofe of the more perfe&
kind, a certain Image or weak Adumbration of fomething like Reafon
appears, yet we find in no Creatures below Mankind any thing like
Religion, or Veneration of a Deity: And thole faint Conjectures touching

. fomething analogical to Religion obferved in Elephants, are too weak

to give any reafonable admiffion thereof in them.

Religion therefore feems as ancient as Humanity it felf, at leaft of fome
kind of drefs or fafhion or other : thercforeif we can arriveat the Inception
of Religion, Veneration of a Deity, and thofe Rites , Adorations, and
Services that refult fromthence; we have reafon to conjecture that the
Inception of Mankind was not long before. : '

. And becaufe the Inception of Mankind is not doubted -by Fews or
Chriftians, who acknowledge the Truth and Divine Authority of the
Scriptures , that reveal and dilcover the Origination both of Mankind
and the World, but the doubt only refteth’ among thole of the Gentile
World; it hath been thought a reafonable Argument to convince the
Heathen World of the Origination of Mankind, by difcovering the Ori-

- gination not only. of the Religious Worfhip of the Heathens, but even

of thofe very Deities which they celebrated and venerated, and paid that
Religious Worfhip unto, "o - - v TR ‘ ‘
And this Difcovery of the Origination of their Heatheni(h Deities hath

been endeavoured by two Methods: Firft,by following the ancient Hiftories

of the Phenicians, Eoyptians, Grecians, and Romans ; by which means they

* have traced up moft if not all their Heathenifh Deities to their Original,and

their firft Inauguration into Deities ; .whereas they were in their eriginal
for the moft part but Men of great Note and Merit or Power in the
Ancient World, or fuch, who outgoing the ordinary rate of Mankind
by fome fignal Excellence, Learning or Induftry, were by the admiring
inferior fort of Men tranflated into the Opinion and Veneration of Gods:
and then there wanted not Poets and Priclts to derive from them-a Race
and Progeny of Gods, which fwelled into great Numbers, Pedigrees,
and Gencalogies of Gods and Herocs, Theogonia, which filled the {uperiour
World as Men flled the inferiour World. by fucceflive Generations : And
thofe Authors that have given us an account of the potheofes , the Inau-
guration of the Heathenifh Deities and their {ucceflions, are many,
elpecially, Diodorns Siculus in his firft fix Bookss Eufebins in his firlt and
fecond Book De Pr.paratione Evangelii, out of the Ancient Monuments
of the Phenicians , Egyptians and Grecians ; and Clemens  Alexandrings in
lib, 1. Stromat. wha gives us an account of the dpothzofes of Bacchus, Her-
cnles, A& feulapins, Ifis, Ceres, Serapis, Apis and others, many of them, if not

alt,

all ; having their being and tranflation into Deities after the time of
Mofes anﬁ from the various Denominations of thofe Heathenith Deities,
{ome had one¢ Name among the Egyptians , another among the Phenicians,
another among the Syrians, another among the Grecians ; though poffibly
the Perfons themfelves were for the moft part the fame,

Secondly, By carrying up the Original of moft of the Ancient Deities
of the Heathens , and reflolving them into Noah, and his Sons and De-
fcendents , deducing by very probable Arguments that Noab was Saturs,
Chronos, ¢rc. that Faphet was Neptune , Ham Fupiter, Shem Pluto, Canaan
Mercwury, Nimrod Bacchws, Magog Promethens: vid. Bochart, in Phaleg; /. 1.
Vilfius de Tdololatric origine & progre[fu, I, 1, and others that have followed
thofe Learned and Ingenious Authors. -

_ But this Inference of the Recentnefs of Mankind from the Recentnefs
of thele Capotheofes and.Or[i‘gination of Gentile Deities, feems alfo too
weak to bear up this Suppofition of the Novitas bumani generss.

" 1. Becaufe although poffibly fome of their Heathenith Deities might
have been of a late Edition, yet there might be many more that might
be ancienter , who either were antiquated and forgotten , or they were
tranflated to other Names and Succeffors 5 it faring with Idol Gods as it

doth with Words or Languages,

Ceicidere cadéntqne,
Qg jam [unt in honore wocabula, ——

The luft of Mens Fancies in Propagation of Deities was endlefs and
unfatiable. 'We are told out of Zarro that there were no lefs than thirty
thoufand Heathenith Gods and Deities of all forts, which were known
in his time 5 and how many more there might be whole Names and Wor-
fhip were long before that time antiquated, we cannot eafily conjecture :
only in all probability they were far more than thofe that furvived. And
therefore poffibly there might be a Race and Succeflion of Apotheofes

“long antecedent to thofe whofe Originals we have given us in Ancient

Hiffories. We fee how eafily the Roman Calendar {wells with new
Confecrations of Saints , and to what a multitude they have grown within
lefs than the compafs of one thoufand Years 5 and poffibly had the World
continued many thoufand years before it is fuppefed to have began, there
might have been an interminate fucceffion of imaginary Deities, though
many or moft of their Names arc now unknown, or the times of their
Conlecrations forgotten.

2. But yet farther , if we thould fuppole that this courfe of Idolatry
began even fhortly after the time of Noab and his three Sons, yet it is
granted of all hands that the World had ftood above 1600 Years before
the invention of this kind of Idolatry: So that ex confe[lo this was not
the firft Religion in the World , neither did this Religion tread upon the
Heels of the Origination of Mankind if Mankind was, and was 16co
Years before thofe Deities were found out s and fo this Religion cannot
pretend to be coeval withMankind, nor give us any fufficient Indication
of the Recentnels of Mankind. S . ,

3. But yet farther, itis very apparent that this Veneration of Men
Confeerated into Deities was not the ancienteft Idolatry, much le6s thgc

' apciente
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ancienteft Religion of the World: The Worfhipping of the Hoft of Hea-
ven, the Sun, Moon, and Stars was an Idolatry that way far more ancien
than this of the Heathen Gods made of Men: and this is an Evidence of
the antecedency of that Idolatry of the Stars and Heavenly Bodies, inas
much as when thefe new confecrated Deities were made, they did as it
were incorporate and affix them to that more ancient Idolatry,transferring
the Names of moft of their Gods to the Heavenly Bodies or Afterifms,
as Saturn to the Star of Saturm, Mars, Venus , Mercury Fupiter to the
feveral Planetary Bodies; and to the Su» and Moz a prodigious number
of Deities, as to the Sun, Phabus, Apollo, Ofyris, Horws, and many more;
to the Moon, Diana, Hecate, Venus , Affarte, and many others: So that
although we fhould allew the firft Origination of thofe Heathenifh Dei-
ties to have been when Hiftorians give us an account, and not before;
yet the Idolatry performed to the Heavenly or Elementary Bodics, the
Sun, Moon, Stars, Fire, £ther , ¢rc. might have had a long practice among
Men before the Invention of thefe later Deitics. :

4. But yet farther; in as much as Truth is certainly more ancient
than Errour , we have reafon to think that even before the ancienteft
Form of Idolatrous Worfhip in the World, even that of the Hsavenly
and Elementary Bodies , there was a True Worfhip of the True GO D,
which might continue many Ages before any fort of Idolatry prevailed
in the World. So that it would be too rafh to conclude, That becaule
many of the Heathenifh Deities had their known Origiaal,, that therefore
no other Religion anteceded it, or that that Religion foon followed the
Origination of Mankind. :

5. Befides all this there feems in the World , orat leaftit is very poffible
to fuppofe certain viciffitudes or relations not only in Arts and Sciences,
as is before obferved, but even in the Religions profefled , which ma
obtain fucceffively both in Places and Ages according to feveral vicifhy-
tudes: ~ We fee that in the Country of Palefine thortly after the Flood
Idolatry obtained among the Camaanites and the delcendents of Him;
after that, the Knowledge and Worfhip of the True GOD among the
Ifraclites for many Agess and after that, a degeneration of the greateft
part thereof to Idolatry again in the Country of the Ten Tribes, and in
a great part among the other Two Tribes: after that a Reformation and
Reltitution of the true Worthip of God, in the return from the Caprivity
until Chrift came ; then the moft found and perfect Religion, namely
Chriftianity, obtained for fome time ; then the return of Paganifm, undet
perfecuting Roman Emperours 5 then the prevalence again of the Chriftian
Religion , under Conflantine and fome that fucceeded him ;”then Popith
Superftition ; after that Turcifm and Mahumetanifm , efpecially in the
patts of Greece, Paleftine, Egypt and other partsof 4fis and Africa, Thus
various Profeffions of Religion have had various Viciffitudes , Revo-
lutions and fucceffive Alterations in Places and Ages.

* Albertws Magnus , as ] remember, with fomewhat too much curiofity,
and fomewhat tranfported with too much fancifulnefs towards the In-
fluences of the Heavenly Motions and Aftrological Calculations, fup-
pofeth that Religion hath had its fucceflive Alterations and Seafons ac-
cording to certain Periodical Revolutions of the Planets: to the firlt
Ages of the World he affigns the Prefdency of Setwra in matters -of

Religion,
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Religion , and fo downward, accerding to feveral fucceffive affigned
periods. Thele are vain Conjectures, but they ferve to explain what
1mean, namely, That there may be {ucceffive Alterations and Changes
in the profeffed Religion of the World in fucceffive Ages, and fucceflively
in the (:amc and other places of the World ; whereby it will be hard to
determin the Epocha of the Commencement of Mankind by any ene Form
or Shape of Religion profeffed in the World; for there may be fome

the ancienteft; buc flill with this probable Conclufton, That fince Truth
is more ancient than Errour, it leems, that if there were any Religion
that was Primitive in the World, it was the true Religion and true
Worfhip of the true God, and not Idolatry, or worthipping of Men or
Idols, or the Works of Nature: and confequently, that although we had
no Monuments extant of any Religion ancienter than Idolatry, yet we
had no reafon to conclude that that Idolatrous Religion was the moft
ancient, or coeval to the Origination of Mankind : but rather, that
Mankind had an Exiftence in the World much anteeedent to fuch Ido-
latrous Worthip, wherein the true God was for many Ages and Gene-
rations truly worfhipped ; and that partly by the fubtilty of the Enemy
of Mankind, partly by the apoftacy and corruption of Humane Nature,
and partly by the gradual decay of that true and ancient Tradition of
the true Worfhip of the true God, Idolatry and Superftition prevailed
and obtained in the World.

So that althoughit be a moft certain Truth that Mankind had an Ori-
gination, and was not without Beginning, yer the Evidence of the
Origination of their Idolatry and Idolatrous Deities, is no fufficient
Proof or Evidenee of the Origination of Mankind,

CAP. VI

4 Fifth Confideration concerning the Decays efpecially of the Hi}mané
Nature , and whether there be any fuch Decays; and what may
be collefted concerning the Origination of Man upon that Suppo-

~ fition.

THis Argument hath been excellently handled by Dr. Hakewell,
T fhall therefore be the fhorter in it, yer fomewhat I fhall fay con-

cerning it. - : ,
Some of thofe that have been inquifitive into the Nature of Man have
obfervied two things, which if they were true, would certainly give us
an irrefragable Argument againft the Eternal Succeffion of Mankind,
viz, 1. That the Ages of Men grow gradually fhorter and fhorter :
2, That the Quantity of Humane Bodies was ordinarily heretofore much
larger than they are now, and by a kind of gradual decay of that Na-
tural Vigour and Strength they decline to a {maller Stature, Thus Plu-
sarch inter placita Philofophorm tells us out of Empedocles, Nostre atatis
lomines prifeis comparatos infantium inftar effe; and yet Empedocles lived
npon

Religion antecedent to that which to us in this Age appears to have been
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upon the point of 2000 Years fince, and Plutarch near 1500 Years fince
and Pliny 1n the 7t Book of his Natural Hiftory, cap. 16, tells us the fame,

" In plenwm autem , cuntio mortalinm genmeri minorems indies fieri propemodum

ebfervatur , varofque patribus proceriores, confumente ubertate [eminum ex.
ufbrone , in cujus vices nunc vergat avum; and fome Inftances are given
there and by the Additional Notes thereupon , of the great Sceletons of

.Mens Bodies found in feveral Ages, and that, Fam ante annos mille vates

#lle Homer s non cef[avit minora corpora mortalium quam prifca conquers.

And indeed if this natural Decreafe of the Ages of Mens Lives and
their Bodily Statures had held fuch a proportion, it would not only avoid
the poffibility of an Eternal Succeffion of Mankind , but would alfo give
us a very late Epocha of their firft Origination: For a very ancient Ori.
ginal , accompanied with {uch a natural Decreafe of Age and Stature
by reafon of that infenfible but unintermitted decay of the ftrength and
ftature of Nature, would have long fince reduced Mankind to be but
Ephemeraes in duration, and lictle other than Infects in extent, or rather
wholly determined,and put a Period to the whole Species infinite Ages paft,

But it feems that thele are miftaken complaints both of Empeducles and
Homer ; for furely in {o great a Period as 2000 0r 1500 Years elapfed fince
the death of thofe Men the experiment of that Decreale would have been
much more obvious and obfervable than we find it at this day. And
although the nature of Mankind and of other Creatures {ubject to- cor-
ruption , if left to it felf without the continued Swéfidism and Influence
of the Divine Providence , would foon have faln into diflolution per fi.
tum, and without the inceffant and corroding invafions of fo long s
time 5 yet that fame Power that firft gave Being to things, hath fup-
ported their fucceflive Generations in the fame f{tate and natural vigour
that it ever had, abating thofe accidental occurrences that Sin, Excef,
and other occurrences have brought into things.

Firft therefore as touching the Decays of the Age of Man’s Life; we
do indeed learn from the Sacred Scripture (for no Humane Hiftory
reacheth fo high) That the Lives of the Ancients were very long, elpe
ciaily before and for fome time after the Flood; and this the Divine
Wildom, Providence and Goodnefs ordered for mioft: excellent Ends,
namely, the Peopling of the New World, and that without any other
means than his own Will, or at leaft by means unknown to us: in -
phaxad the Son of Shem the great Age of the Ancients was cut to halves,
namely to 440 Years; and in his Grand-child Peleg it was again cutto
halves, for he lived but 242 Years; and it is alfo true that afterwards
gradually to the days of Mofes the Lives of Men became fhorter and fhorter,
till they fixed in that common Period of the Life of Man of 70 or §0
Years: and although it be true that the Hiftories of former times give us
fome account of longer Lives of Men, as the Lives of <Mofes, cAarm,
Phinchas and fome others , and thofe mentioned by Pliny, lib. 7. cap. 48.
and fome in our own Experience; yet Mofes himfelf ftates the ordinary
Standard of the Life of Man to be 70, or at moft 8o Years. Pfu/, go. 10
2 Sam. 19.32,35. And this we fhall find true upon the confideration
of the Chronological Account of the Years of tgc -ancient Pattiarchs
and Kings that {ucceeded Aofes ; as likewife of the time that the Zfraclites
lived in the Wildernefs, all which that were twenty Years old and ug-
. _ wards
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wards at the coming into the Wildernefs when the Spies were fent into
canaan, which was fhortly after their coming thither; all thefe I fay,
except Jofbua and Caleb , dyed within the 40 Years Peregrination in the
wildernefs: and at this ftay the ordinary Age of Men hath been for thefe
4000 Years, abating thole cafualties either of Difeales or other Accidents
that have fhortned the ordinary complete Ages of Mens Life. o

‘2. As touching the Stature of Men, it muft be agreed that in former
Ages there have been Giants and Men of extraordinary Stature: {fome
Inttances we have in the fame Pliny and other Heathen Authors , and
many more in the Hiftory of the Old Teftament: But thefe were out of
the ordinary and regular courfe of Nature. :

But it feems that ordinarily in all Ages the Statures of Men have little
differed from what they now are, though according to the difference
of Climates and fituations there hath been ordinarily and regularly a diffe-
rence in the Stature of Men s many times Marfh-Countries, and thofe that
are of 2 temperate heat, producing Men of a larger fize than Mountainous

.or thofe Parts that are ncarer the Sun, as fome parts of Spiiz and Ga-

fein. 2 - e . ) :

And that the ordinary Stature of Meas Bodies is much the fame. now
as-anciently in the fame Places or Regions appears by undeniable Expe-
rience: 1. The Bodies of the Egyptians that have been cxficcated into
Mumimy, and lain fome thoufands of Years, are found to have the lame
Stature or very little differing from what they now have; neither could

.they fhrink into a fhorter dimenfion by the length of time, confidering

that the Bones of all parts are joyned 1n their extremities, and could not
become fhorter without putrefaction, which occurrs not in thofe exlic-
cated Bodies. T U o

2. As the firft pradtical Rudiments of Arithmetick were taken from
the Parts of the Humane Body in the Numeri primarii or Digitales, [o.in
Geometry it is evident that the firft notation of Meafures was taken from
the Parts of the Body of Man, and very ancient both among the Hebrews,
Greeks and Romans, and thefe hold ftill the fame proportion as they did
anciently. . . , : o

Thele Meafures according to the Fewifb, Arabian and Ezpptisn Account
are as followerh. 5 , o

6 Barley-corns make 1 Digit. ' C e

An Inch confifted of 8 Barley-corns, or which is all one; one Digit
and ¢ of a Digit. : . S

The Pa/m confifted of 3 Inches, or 4 Digits, or 24 Barley-corns,
mentioned Exod. 25.25. - S

Spithama, a. Span confifted of 9 Inches, or 12 Digits; the half of a
Cubit, namely, the utmoft extent between the extremity of the Thumb
and the little Fingerextended to their greateft dimenfion.  This was the
Meafure of Aarons Breaft-plate, Exed. 28. 16. S

A Foot confifted of 4 Palms, or 12 Inches, or 16 Digits; or 96 Barley-
corns. - : ~ :

A Cubit, the interval between the Elbow and the extremity of the
longeft Finger; this was the ordinary Cubit, it confifted of 6 Palms,
which allowing 3 Inches to a Palm is 18 Inches, or a Footand a half:
vid, Kircher in Ocdips, Tom. 2. Claf]. 8. where writing of the Egyptian

Z2 : Cubir,

e €
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" Cubit, Habet autems ommis Cubitus [ex Palmos, ¢ Palmus quatwer digites,

¢ Digitws [ex grana herdei.  This was the ufual Mofaical Legal Cubit
which they ufed in Meafures of Building; the length of Ebwd’s Dagger,
Judges 3.16. and that meafure whereby the dimenfions of the Ark are
meafired : ‘though befides thar common Cubit they had among the Few,
and Egyptians two larger {orts of Cubits, one callcd Cubitus Regins, which
was '3 Inches longer than the ordinary Cubit; and the other called c4
bitus Geometricus, which was double to the common Cubit, viz, 3 Foat,
or according to others, 6 common Cubits, vsz. 9 Foot. S
Thele Mealures according to the Roman or Latin Account are as fole
loweth. ‘ E ' pel

4 Barley-corns breadth make 1 Digir." Do S
- An Inch [ Uncia] confifted of 5 Barley-corns and % of a Barley-corn,
or which is all one, the breadth of the Thumb , or,, 1 Digit and § of 3
Digit.- : Ao 20T e

"~ “Fhe-Palm conlifted of 3 Inches, or whichis all one, of 4 Digits, ar

16 Barley-carns. - . o :
Spithama, the Span confifted of 3 Palms, or ¢ Inches, or 12 Digits,

or 48 Barley-corns. : , . R

- Pes, a Foot confifted of 4 Palms, or 12 Inches, or 16 Digits, or 64

Barley-corns. - : ) L

““.cubitws, a Cubit confifted of 6 Palms, or 18 Inches, or 24 Digits},

or 96 Barley-corns, -~ , o,

i Gre[fus, a-Step, two Foot and & half ; in Greek Biua. ¥

 Paffus, a’ Pace, confifting of 2 Steps, or of § Foot according to the

Roman Account , but according to the Greek Account 6 Roman Feet and 4 ¢
{o that the Grecian Pace was longer than the Roman by a Foot and
quarter, e ' R

"' Orgya, or a Fathem, the diftance between the extremitics of the Fingers
of each Hand , the Arms being extended, which very near anfwers the
length of any perfon from Head to Foot; and toreduce it to a certainty,
the ufual eftimate thereof is 6 Foot, Pide de hac re Daniciem L,Jngelg
cratorem de Ponderibms ¢ Menfuris, ' ; D
“.The ufual Computation according to a medium or proportion of the
height of a Man is 6 Foot, or a regular Fathom, or 4 Cubits: So #%
trwvins , Pes eft [exta pars altitudinis corporis Cwbitus guarta: with this
agrées Kircher , wbi fupra; Alsisndo hwmana & quaswor commmnibus Cubitis

- Egyptiacis, wnus queque Cubitws [ex Palmis, Palmus quatuor digitis, So that

the ordinary height of a Man is 96 Digits which the ancient Egyprians
eftimated to be equal to that Myftical Cubit among them ftiled Paffus zbidis,
or'thé Trigon that the Ibis makes at every ftep, confifting of 3 leters,
each’32 Digits, amounting inall to 96 Digits, the common Meafure of
the procerity of a Man, or 4 common Cubits, ' o
Thefe were the very ancient eftimates of diftances taken from the Parts
of aMan ; and their extent; namely, the Finger, the Thumb, the Span,
the Cubit, the Fathom, the Foot, the Step; and thefe were the eftimates
and rédugtion of them to known and certain Meafures, and thefe Pro-
portions are' ftill ; even in our Age, in Men that are of an ordinary fis-
ture: - The Fingers breadth now as anciently 6 Barly-corns breadth; ths
4 Fingers or Palm about 3 Inches; the Span, the Cubit, the Foot, the

Step,
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Step, the Fathom of the fame extent and dimenfion now as anciently,and

the ordinary eftimate of a tall Man 6 Foot now asthen : Witnefs our QId
Stawute called Compofitio Winarum & Perticarwm ; Tria grana hovdei ficca &
rotwnda (viz, in length) faciunt pollicem , dusdecim pollices ﬁ:z'/mt fe’dcin
tres pedes faciant wimam , quingue sine ¢ dimidium }gzci:mt perticans gu.;:

Araginta pertick in longitudine & quatuor in lasitudize faciunt acram, Where.

by we have very plain reafon to concluds that Empedoctes and Pliny were
miftaken touching the gradual diminution  of Humane Stature’, fince
:tfmﬁ Miai;(;ircs t}}a; ;oo,l}: their déuorg‘mation and extent from the Parts
of Men held anciently that extent and lenggh that the v i

o h s Ancent u);es. _ gth that the very fame?ans in
- And truly if we look upon the progreflive Growth and Periods in
Humane Nature, as alfo in all other perfect Animals, they hold regulirly
the fame ftate-and order as they held in the moft remote Ages whereof
we have any Memorial in Ancient Writings or Hiftories. The fame time
for the Formative procefls of the Humane Embryo now as is recorded to
have been yfual in the.times of Ariffetle and Hippocrates, wia. ordinarily
in the beginning of the tenth Month, «4rifls, Hiff. Animal, ¢ap. 3, ¢ 4

Hippoiras, de Garnibus , in fine, - A &

- - The proportion of Statife the fame now as anci‘chtlly;‘théy bred

Tecth ac 7 Monghs, Ariffer. Hif., Animalinm, . 3. eap, 10, (heddi
new breeding of Teeth at 7 Yefrs , Ceﬂﬁrinm#%ie Iffd}‘ali ,f'hup. Inf :gg
?am breeding of :the wovifimi. maxillares or gemuini dentes ag 20, “Ariff,
iff, dnimal, 1, 3. cap, 4. At 5 Years of age in an ordinary growth the
procerity is half of that which will be actained at full age, arifiot. de Ge.
perat. Anippalinm, 1. 1, cap. 18, though Pliny /, 9. cap, 16.-alligns thap pro:
portion to #rimases or 3 Years of age, but miftakenly, as it leems.
The or,dma,ry.li'@rio of the Humane Procreative Faculty in Males 65,
?r at molt 79 ;5 in Females 45, or at moft §o; - Arifl, Hif, Animal, L5,
P14 IR A
‘The feveral Periods of the Ages of the Life of Man according to Hip-
wrares divided inte 7, viz, aty, at 14, at 22, at3s, at 42, at 61, and
frm_n.;hcncg to theend of Life, whicharmoftis8; or 84,upon the greageft
odinary Account. : pide Rhodogin, I, 19.cap. 2y, .~ - T
- 8o that although the Humane Nature , ‘as tothat part of it that is Cor-
poreal, is fubject to changes and corruptions, and notof {o firm and fable
a confiltence as the Heavenly Bodies, and confequently not {o capable of
a permanent and fixed copftancy and continuation as they s yet by the
copftant and unintermitted Influx of the Divine Providénce this cor-
fuptible and mutable Nature of Mankind ,-yea and of the other perfect
Apimals, is admirably preferved in the fame mealure of extent, regular

grgcedurc, and length of duration, gs it hath been many Thoufands of
Years fince, ~ Indeed it maybe poffibly true, that Accidents, - accidental
Occurrences, Intemperance,; il and noxious Effiwvia from the Earch,
Waters , and intemperature of the Air, and other Accidents may in thefe
lagrer Ages of the World produce fome fuch Difeafes and accidental Dif:
orders as may poffibly more igfeft Magkind, and occafion more Mortality
than ia former Ages. But as to the regular and ordinary courle of Na-
tural procedure apd ftate of things with Mankind, yea and other Animals,
there zems to be ligtle or o decay or variasion from what hath been
o ‘ : formerly
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abating that Concuffion which the Perfection of the Humane
gg;?lfi%h%ered b;g" the firft Fall, and the thortning of Mens Lives, which
is of another Confideration.) :

And therefore I am not [0 apt to attribute that firm Confiftency of the
Meavenly Bodics, their conftant uninterrupted and invaried Motion,
and thoie other Indications of Permanency and Perpetuity, barcly or
fingly to the fingular and indiffoluble Texture of their Nature or Com-
pofition,, as to that inceffant Influx and unintermitted Caufality of the

. Divine Power and Providence, which I fo plainly fee conlerves almoft

ual regularity in the Motions, Procefles, Succeffion,- and Condition

2? ;301', fragil,‘ Sul};lunary Bodies , which in their little Period belonging
to their fpecifical and individual Nature , have thefame regularities and
orders now ds formerly, and in the whole Syfteme of their fpecifical
Nature preferved in the fucteffive Individuals for many thoufands of
years , ogtain the fame regularity, order, and method of Exiftence, with-
out decay, as it hathalwaysheld. = - S . _
This Suppofition thercfore of the gradual decay of theftate of Humane
Nature., though in hypethefi it would ftrongly infér a late Origination of
Man, yet itisfalle #vhefi, and fo concludes nothing touching the Argu-
ment in hand, namely, the Origination of Mankind in fome detcrminate
- Point of Finite Duration. . - .
AnIngenious Perfon,ina new Effay of Natural Philofophy, Entituled,
New Principles of Philofophy, Part. 2. €4p. 224 tells us: That the Sun or
Fiery Region gains gradually upon the Inferior Elements, o that the
greateft Declination of the Sun 1n the time of Hipparchus and Prolemy was
obferved to be 23 deg. 52 min. but is fince found to be reduced to 23 deg.
3omin. or 28 min. which is a neceffary Confequent of the Suns gradual
approximation towards the Earth: And if that fhould be {0, it werea
neceflary Argument of the Origination of the World, and with it of
Mankind, within a certain Period of Time. But we muft not be over
hafty in allowing of that Pofition ; for every Day gives us Inftances how
difficult it is exactly to find out the Diftances of the Heavenly Bodies,
Lines, and Motions, efpecially when we come to meafure them by Mi-
nutes, or Parts of Minutes, which cannot be effe¢ted but by Mathe-
matical Inftruments, which can-never reach to a perfect exactnefs in this

nature.

"CAP. VIL

The Sixth Evidence of Fatt proving Novitatem generis human,
namely , The Hiftory of the Patres familiarum , and the Origind
Plantation of the Continents and Iflands of the World. :

N Profane Authors and Hiftorians we may find the Roots and Founders
I of many Kingdoms, Monarchies, and States cither by Victories,
or by Emigrations, or by Inteftine Commotions , or by common Confent
of the People or Inhabitants: Thus we find the Foundation of the later

States or Monarchies in that Conftitution at leaft whercin they now ftand,
o ot

or in fome former Ages ftood : Asthe Foundation of the Englifb Monarchy
in the Norman Conqueft; and before that, the Foundations of the Saxoms

and Danifb Monarchies in thisKingdom, in the old Hiftories of Hoveder,

William of Malmsbury, and others. The like might be found for the
Foundation of the French, Spanifb, and Danifb Kingdoms, the Empire
of Germany, of theGrand Seigmior, and others. And ancienter Hiftories
give us an account of the Foundation of the Roman Empire in Romulns ,*
of the Grecian in Alexander, of the Perfianin Cyrus, of the Babylonian
in Nabonaffar, of the A[Jyrianin Belus, Ninus, Semiramis, Butvyet, as
isformerly obferved , the Difcoveryof thefe Ori%inations of Civil Coa-
litions into Kingdoms and Empires, do not lead bs up to the Origination
of Mankind, in the material Conftituents of thefe Kingdoms and Em-
piress for the Men that made up thefe Civil Bodies, or at leaft cheir
Anceftors , had a Being before, though perchance under a different form
of Civil Government, or under fome other Names or Governour: As
the feveral States of Greece, before their coalition into one Kingdom
under Alexander , or Philip his Father, fubfifted in feveral fmaller Prin-
cipalities or Commonwealths,  For thefe kind of Hiftories, though they
afford us the Inception of new Governors or Governments, the Capita
Regiminums , yet they give us not the Capita Familiarum : For though
Romulus , for Inftance, laid the Foundation of the City and Monarchy
of Reme, and became as it were the Parent of that City and State, yet
he was not the Parent of the Men that were the material Conftituents

- of it, for they were a Farrago, or Colletion of many people that had

their Exiftence long before in themfelves or their natural Progenicors.
And upon the fame account it is, that although many Hiftories, as
Diodorws Sicwlus , Thucédides, Herodotus, and others, do give us fome true
and fome fabulous Derivationsof the Names of Places or Countries, from
the Men that feemed to be the Heads or Roots of thofe Denominations ,
yet though they fhould be all admitted to have truly given thofe Deno-
minations to thofe Countries, it doth by no means follow, that they
were the Parents of the Inhabitants thereof ; but they were fuch, as
either by War, or Power, or Eletion of the People, prefided in thofe
places, and gave them thereupon their denomination.  Thus they tell
us, That Helen gave the denomination to that part of Greece which was
called Helenica , and thofe Grecians were called Heleniffe.  Pelafgus was he
that gave the denomination to the Pelafgi, another part of Greece. Latinus,
to Latium and the Latins. Danans, toanother Cept of the Grecians. Tenes,
the Son of Cygmws, to Tenedos. Cretas, to Creta and the Cretians. Italus,
as fome fay , to Itabigand the Itelians, Romslus , to Rome and the Romans,
And infinite more fuch Allufions of Denominations of Countries and
People, from the Name of him that prefided either in the Army, or
Colony, or Countrey unto which fuch Denominations were after given :
And yer Latinus, nor Pelafgus, nor Cretas, nor Helen, were any more
the Natural Parents of all thofe perfons that were called Pelafgi, or
Cretenfes , ot Helenifte , or Latini ; than Romwulus was the Matural Parent
of all thofe people that were the firft Inhabitants of Rere, or of thofe
that were after Ineorporated and Infranchifed into that Name, City,
or Government. - Indeed thefe were fuch perfons, as perchance were
the Captains of thofe Armies or Colonies that wers commanded by them,

A or
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or were fuch as were the Heads or Founders of the Monarchies or King-
doms that they thus founded ; or fuch as did fuffinere nomen & perfonim
totins commmnitatis, and thereby had the Power and Priviledge to give a
Denomination to thofe Countries or People they governed, calling them
after their own Names: But they were not the Natural Roets, or com-
mon Natural Parents of all them that bore their Denomination, though
it may be very likely they had fome Children of their own which might
participate in that common Denomination.

This therefore fingly confidered, namely, the Denomination of Peo-
ple from fome one Perfon , is not fufficient to- aflure us that all thofe
Perfons that bore that Denomination were derived by Natural Propa-
gation from him whofe Name they fo bear; but though it may be true
that fuch a Denomination may be communicated to fuch only, as de-
fcended by Natural Propagation from him, as I fhall hereafter inftance,
yet it may.be otherwife : Therefore I have no reafon-to conclude , That
wherefoever I find a Society of Men bearing the Denomination of one
Man , that that Man was the Natural Parent of thofe that bear that
Denomination , unles I liave fome better Evidence than Allufion of
Names, fince it.is apparent in thefe Hiftories that it is otherwife. -

. Upon this Reafon 1t feems plain, that it will not be poffible from any
Prophane Hiftory to find the Original Parents of any one Kingdom,
much les of Mankind. It is very evident indeed , that by help of a
continuation of Prophane Hiftories or other common Monuments well
kept together, the Genealogies and Ramifications of fome fingle Familics

even to a valt and numerous extenfion may be preferved, But that will

not do the bufinefs that I intend. For it is rare, and beyond Example

in any Author that I know, that the entire and complete Pedigree of -

the whole Defcendents of any particular Family is deduced down through
the fpace of a thoufand Years laft paft; whereas fuch Inftances as muft
ferve my turn muft be fuch as are at leaft five thoufand Years old, or
otherwile I fhall fail in the application of this Topick now in hand to
the Matter in queftion, - - : ‘

It remains therefore that for Inftances of fuch Antiquity ufeful to my
purpofe I muft refort to the ancienteft Hiftory, namely, the Hiftory of
Mofes, which as it is a Hiftory of the ancienteft Times and Occurrences
in the World , fo it is a Hiftory that was written at the greateft diftance
from this Time, and neareft to the Times and Things whereof he writes;
no Hiftory in the World being fo ancient as this by near eight hundred
Years, for fo long lived Asfes the Author of this Book before Homer the
firft Prophane Hiftorian that is extant, - ,

And if any Man fhall obje&t againft the competency of this Inftance,
1. Becaufe the fame Mofes whom I ufe in this Topick is the perfon that
afferts the thing de guo ambigitur ; namely the firft Produ&ion of Mankind;
and therefore that he is incompetent in this Cale: 2. Becaufe all that
urge the Teftimony of Mofes urge him as infallible; divinely infpired;
and fo whatfoever he faith muft not be contradicted ;5 and upon fucha
Suppofition there were a compendious way of evincing the Queftion
in gand of the Inception of Mankind, by telling us that Mofes who
wrote by an infallible Spirit and Infpiration, tells us that Mankind
was Created by G O D about 6669 Years fince according to the Scruemi

and
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and fo there needs no farther Reafon, nor can be dny farther Controverfie
touching it. . S S
To this I {hnll {ay thefe things : That although it is certain that Moles
was Inlpired by an Infallible Spirit in what he wrote, and that he doth
in plain-terms tell us that Maa was at firlt Created by Almighty God,
and therefore to meorany ellethat is fatisfied of the Infallible Authority
of the Holy Scripture, this is fufficient to fatisfie that the truth is as
Mofes hth. informed us, and there needs no. ather Argument to fupport
my Faith of the truth hereof : yer becaule I am writing of thole Natural
and Morul Evidences of this Truth that may be.of firength enqugh to
evince the truch of this Affertion , upon the apparent Moral Evidences of
the credibility of the Writings of Mfes, T fhall here urge the Autharity
of Mofes for the Proof of the Matters of Fact inqueftion as T would urge
Herodotws or Livy. to prave a Matter of Fact allddged by them s and at
this time and in this Difpute fhall only ufe his Teftitmony as a ' Moral Evi-
dence of the Truth he aflerts, as an Evidence of Credibility. And as I
fhall net exaét a Subfcription to the Truths he delivers upon the account
of his Infallibility, fo it is not reafon to deny that Credibility of what
he relates , which would be allowed to a Prophane Author; efpecially
when it carries with itfingly, wichout the contribution of the Suppofition
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of 2 Divine Authority, as great an evidence of truth as any Hiftory in -

World befides. _

And as to that which is faid , That the Suppofition of the tryth of
what Mofes aflerts, is to fuppble’the thing controverted , becaufe Aofes
afferts the Creation of Mankind: T fay, . That I fhall oot at all inftance
in that Affertion as o deterniin the Queftion, butonly (o far forth as it
is a Moral Evidence of the truth of it; namely, That this was a thing
believed near 4000 Years fince by Wile Mén , fiich as Mofes was, and
by them that were much nearer to the time wherein the Originatjon of
Mankind and thofe other Matters of Fa& that are contributory ta the

" Proof thereof was tranfa&ed ; and therefore in common Reafon muft

needs have a clearer Tradition and Evidence of the truth in this matter
than. the Ages o many.thoufand Years after; but chis [ fhall referve to its
proper place. . 2. In this place T (hall not ar all infift upon the Tradition
of Mofes touching the Creation of Man, but only upon thofe Hiltorical
Narratives delivered by afofes reTatiug to {uch Matters of Fadt that were
nearer his time , and fuch as he might very realonably know and deliver
# an Hiftoriographer ; namely, the Propagation of Mankind after the
Flood, and the Reduéion of Jmﬁ of the confiderable Nations of the
World to their feveral Roots or Parents by Natural Propagation, and the
credibility of his Relation touching it: Though even the credibility of
this Relation of his givss a great Evidence annd Atteftation , evenupon 3
Moral account,to what he writes touching the Creation of Man, and tholg
parts of the Hiftory antecedent to the Flood, . ;

The Sum therefore of the MHofaical Hiftory thar I fhall in this plac

‘make ufe of, is this; -

1. That a Univerfal Flood was brought upon the Earth in the Year
1656 after the (hppofed Creation of Man according to the Fewifb Accoynt,

although the Septuagint allows g longer Period between the Creation and

A 2. Thag



