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HE fubje& Matter of this Book is a free Dif:
-quifition, according to the Light of Nature and
Natural Reafon, touching the Primitive Origi-
nation of Mankind, confifting principally of
- thefe Parts and Affertions. ,

I. That according to the Light of Nature and Natural
Reafon, the Mundus afpettabilis was not Eternal , but had a
Beginning. » Col o

II. That if there could be'any imaginable doubt thereof,
yet by the neceflary Evidence of Natural Light it doth appear
that Mankind had a beginning, and thac the fucceffive Gene-
rations of Men were in their Original Ex non genitis. - 5

ITL. Thac this Truth is evident by Reafon and Arguments

demonftrative, or at leaft little lefs than apodeictical.
+ I'V. That there are Moral Evidences of the truth of this
Affertion, which are herein particularly expended and exa-
mined; and how far forth they are concludent, and how far
not : which I have impartially delivered. -

V. Thac thofe great Philofophers that afferted chis Origi-
nation of Mankind Ex non genitss | both ancient and modern,
that rendred it by Hypothefes different from that of Mofes, were
miftaken : Wherein the feveral Hypsthefes of. Ariftotle ; Plato,
Empedocles, Epicurus, Avicen, Cardanus, Cifalpinus | Beregardus and

" others are examined, and the abfurdity and impofibiliry

thereof deteéted.

VI That the Mofaical Syftem, as well of the Creation of
Man as of the World in general abftra&tively confidered
without relation to the Divine Infpiration of the Writer, is

 highly confonant to Reafon, and upon a bare rational account

highly preferrible before the Sentiments of thofe Philofphers
that either thought Mankind Eternal, or fubfticured Hypothefes
of his firft Production different from the Mofaical. -

VIL I have




Tothe READER.

" VIL I have concluded the whole with certain Corollaries

and Dedudtions, neceffarily flowing from the things thus af-
ferted, as well touching the Exiftence , the Wifdom, Power,

 Providence of Almighty God , as touching both the Duty and
Happinefs of Mankind. - |

Though this may feem 2 laborious Work to little purpofe,
fince the generality of Chriftians, among whom I write, do
generally believe this Truth of the Origination of the World
and Mankind, "as it is delivered in the Holy Scriptures; and
thus to write in proof of a Truth §cnc'ra]1y received, doth
rather create Doubts in- Mens Min

believe, than any way advantage or confirm their belief.

I'Anfwer, 1.” Thatfor my part I think Atheifm fo unrea-
fonable a thing, fo abhorrent to the Light of Nawure and Sen-
timents. of Conlcience, that.I cannot think there is fo much
{peculative Atheifm abroad in the World as many good Men

- fear and fufpect: But if there be but one quarter of that

Atheifm in the World, I do not know any better Cure of i,
or Prefervative againft it, next to the Grace of God , than the
due Confideration of the Origination of Mankind. . 2. Again,
though the Creation of Man be generally acknowledged by

- Jews and Chriftians , yer we muft likewife' confider that many

take it up only as a part of their Education, and not upon any
ferious; deep Conviction of the truth of it: and had fiich Men
but an Education in fuch a Place or Country where it is not
believed, or where it is doubted, they would be at leaft fce-
prical and doubtful in the belief of it. 3. The beft of Men,
and foundeft believers of Divine Revelations, may be betcer
confirmed by the acceffion and fuffrage even of Natural Evi-
dences of the Vericies they already belteve ; but howfoever,
it better enables them to convince fuch Gainfayers as will be
governed in their Judgments by no other Lighe than the Lighe

of Nature and Reafon, and many fuch there may be met

withal in the World. : o -
And upon that accourit, my whele Difeourfe is bottomed upori

Natural and Moral Evidences fuited to thefe Mens Principles

or Motives, by which they are guided and governed; yea
when I make ufe of the Sacred and Infallible Scriptures, I do
ufe them abftra@ively from their Divine and Infallible Au-
thority , and only as Moral Evidences of the Truth I aﬂé?:-
: o : : or

of vohar they < .
s of what they already | ~ care been ufed by me in the Dige
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for any Man may eafily forefee, that an Atheiftical Spifit that
denies or queftions the ‘truth of the Fa& therein delivered,
will not be convinced by the Infallibilicy of that Scripture which

- delivers that for 4 Truth, which he denies or queftions.

~ This whole Book asthou now feeft it, was written by me

- fome Years fince,, and hath lain ever fince in my Cheft, and

furely therein fhould have lain fill, bur only for Three
Reafons : 1. Becaufe that fome Writings of mine have without
my privity come abroad in Print, which I never intended ; and

 this might have had the fame face, if not in my Life time,

yet after my Death. 2. Becaufe {{o(ﬁbly there hath fome more
ein ing and Writing hereof, than
of fome others that have gone abroad in publick: 3. That

-~ although I could ‘never be-brought to value the Writings of

mine that are publifhed, as worthy of the publick view, yet
I'find them well accepted by many, which encouraged me to
let this Book come abroad under my ewn Name; wherein
I' ufed more care than in thofe lefler TraQates, although I
have not yet confidence enough to fay that this may deferve
any great acceptation: though there be many things in it

- which may not pleafe, yer I do think there be many things
ufeful, and fuch as will not difpleafe Judicious Readers.
. If there be any Faults or Miftakes in Quetacions, in Syntax, -

in Tranflations , in Tranfcriptions , or if there by any Errours
(as-poffibly there may be ):in my Deductives , Inferences, or
Applications ; or if the Language be in fome places ecicher
improper or obfcure, or if the Expreffions or Words which
we -fometimes ufe be not fo full, fo fignificant, or proper, or
delivered from Amphibologies , yet I muft defire the Reader
to- take this Apology for it. ’ , .

1. It was written at leifure and broken times, and with
great intervals , and many times haftily, as my bufie and im-
poreant Employment of another nature (known to the World)
would give me leave; which muft needs make fuch Breaks,
and Chafms, and Incoherences, that poffibly a continued, un-
interrupted feries of writing would have prevented, and carried
on the Difcourfe with 2 more equal Thred.

2. A long indifpefition of Health hath much hindred and
interrupted me in a firiét revifing and amending of what pof-
fibly might have been requifite to be done.
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. 3. A Man whole {cope, and intent, and drift is at fome one
thing, and hath his Eyc and Delign fixed upon ic, many times
is not fo folicitous nor fo curious , nor fo exac in the choice of
his Words, eipecially in Expreffions of collateral things, not béing
the principal Subject of the Dilcourfe, which though they may
lye in his way, yet are no: much under his firit ‘advertonce .
but he thinks it is enough if he dreflech his Diourfe fo tha it

tend to what it principally aims and drives ar. And hence

it is , that in Chronological Computations, which 1 {ometimes
make ufe of, T content my felf with 2 more lax and common
Computation, without any great curiofity or exadtne(, becaufe
it equally ferves my purpofe as if my Computations were
more critical and exa&, even ufque ad minutias Clzronolo.gic;u. and
fo in fome other mentions of Names and Times of Aﬁéhofs;

and the like : and likewife in the choice of Words or Expref-
fions, wherein poflibly I may fometimes be too lax and free,

ufing fuch as come next into my Mind , without a curious of -

critical choice; which is more excufable in a Diftourfe of
this nature, than in fome Polemical and Controverfial Dif-
courfes of other natures, where Men ufually cacch at Words
and Expreflions, and it is the greateft part of their Bufinefs. '
4- I muft allo defire my Readers pardon, in that in my
Tranfcripts of fome entire Texts out of Ariffotle, Plato, Plutarch
and others, I ufe the Latin Tranflation, and not the Original
Greek, wherein the Authors wrote : I was a better Grecian in the'
16th, than inthe 66t Year of my Life; and my application to
another Study and Profeffion, rendred my skill in that Lan-
guage of litle ufe to me, and fo [ wore it out by degrees.
-~ And thus thou haft this Book prefented to thy view, I wifh
thee as much Contentment in Reading as I had in Writing ic:
If there be-any thing therein that may be ufeful to thee (as
I fuppofe there may be ) there is matcer for my Contentment
and thy Benefit ; if all be not anfwerable thereunto, and to
thy expe@ation , the former Confiderations give thee reafonable

. Motives of Charity to excufe it.
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Tbe Introduction ,. declaring. the reafon of the choice of this Subjeéi}

and the Method of the intended Difcourfe.

~T is an admirableevidence of the Divine Wifdom and Providence
_+ that there is that futable accommodation and adaptation of all
.. things in Nature, both to their own convenience and exigence,

~ evidenceth, 1. That all things are made, governed, and difpofcd

' by:;ﬁ moft intelligent , and wile, and powerful Being. 2. That that

gﬁv{m_in' Being isbut one, and thatall this accommodation, and adapta-

¢, and mutual fubfervience of the things in Nature are the product of
one moft wife decree , counfel,-and purpofeof that one moft wife, intelli-
gent,and foveragin Being, . o o T

It is not here feafonable to make a large profecution of the particular
inftancesof that accommodation of things in Nature, nor of the neceffity
of the former confequences arifing from it.  The inftances thereof, that
are futable to the Defign meant in this Difcourfe, thall be only thefe two,
which I fhall but fhortly touch: 1. The admirable accommodation of
Senfible Faculty to the Objeéts of Senfe, andof thofe Obje&stoit, and
of both to the well-being of the Senfible Nature: 2. The admirable
accommodation of the Intelle@tual Faculty in Man to Intellectual Objeéts,

- and of thofe Objects to it ; and of both to the well-being of the Humane

or Rational Nature. ; ,

“Touching the former, the Senfible Nature in jts complement and
integrity hath five exterior powers or faculties , thatare accommodated
to all thofe motions or impreflions of natural bodies, and their accidents
whichare ufeful toit ; and by thefe five ports or gates all thofe impreffions
which are ufeful for the perception of the Senfible Nature are communi-
cated to it, namely, the five exterior Senfes. It is not only poffible,
but very likely , that there may be fuch motions or qualities of Bodies,
that make not any impreflion upon any of tholeSenfes; butif therebe
fuch, they are fuch as are not of ule for the perception or convenience
of the Senfible Nature. But for fuch as are neceffary for fuch perception
of the Senfible Nature, there is no motion, quality, or operation of
external Bodies, but what hath accommodated to it a Faculty in Senfe
receptiveof it :-Is there fuch a motion or objectivene(s of external Bodies
which produceth light or colour, figure, vicinity, or diftance¢ the
Faculty of Sight is fitted to reccive chat ig)preﬂion or obje@ivenefs, z}nd

' . . ~ “that

ST ESTTOTTRFTCRREET
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-are {o clear, and the tranfition from the premiffes to the conclufion’is fo

that obje@ivenefs fitted and accommodate to that Faculty. Isthercthat
motion or obje@ivenefs that caufeth founds ¢ the Faculyy of Hearing is
fitted to be receptive of it, and that objeCtivenefs or motion (er.what.
everitis) fitred to make an impreffion upon that Faculty. - And fo fer the
other Senfes.  And by this adaptation and congruity of thefe Facultics to
their feveral proper Obje@s, and by the fitnels and proportionatene(s of
thefe objecive Impreffions, Qualities, or Motions;, upon their refpective
Faculties, accommedated to their reccption, the Senfible Nature hath
fomuchof perception and reception of thingsasis necefary for its Tenfible
Being. I fpeak not hereof thole other iaterior Senfesof Diferimination
of the Objeds of Senfe, Phantafic, Memory, Appetite, and the reft,
for they are not at prefent to my purpole.. - - , S
* 1L And what is thus excellent and admirable in. tlhe accommedation
between the fenfitive Faculties' and their Objects, is to be obferved in the
intelle@ual Faculty, though the Faculty and Object are far more noble
and excellent than thatof Senfe. : As there is an accommiodation between
the vifive Faculty and its Object, and as there is an " accommedation
between the Faculty of the Tafte and the Obje&i the Object fitted to
make an impreffion upon the Faculty, and Faculty fitted to take the
impreffion from the Objeé ; fo there 1s an accommodation, and futable
adaptation , between the intelleétive Faculty and the intelligible Objeét ,
the Obje& as it were thrufting it felf into theFaculty, and the Faculty
receiving and perceiving the Objet. . ERETER
“The means of ‘derivation, and immediate union of thefe intelligible
Objeés to the Underftanding , are various: Sometimes divineand {uper-
natural, as by immediate irradiation or revelation ; fometimes artificial
and inftituted’, as by difcourfe and inftituted figns , and thus Intelligibles
are conveyed from oneman to another by words or writing 5 fometimes
natural, and that feems to be by three kinds of means, 1. by the mediation of
Senfe, which isordinarily the firft bafis of all humaneintelle¢tual know-
ledge; 2. by ratiocination or difcourfe of the Mind, whereby even from
fenfible Objeéts the Intelle¢t reccives a farther profpect of other Intelli-

gibles, notimmediately prefented by or to the Senfe, but by confequences,

deduétions, and conclufions deduced from things more obviousto Senfe,
and perchance at firft reprefgnted by it s 3. there feems to be a third
means, which is akind of intuitions there are fometruths {o plain and
evident , and open, that need not any procefs of ratiocination to evidence
orevince them; they feem to be objected to the Intellective Nature when
it is grown perfe and fit for intelle¢tual operation, as the Objeéts of
Light or Colour are objected to the Eye when it is open, they are
underftood and affented unto guafi per faltum & intuitwm ; and thoughthefe
truths are fuch as arealfo deducibleby ratiocinationand rational procefs ,
yet the connexion between the premiffes, and the conclufion in them,

fwift, fhort, andclear, that"it feems to be ina moment, and the aflent
tothem and evidence of them is inftantaneous; fuch are many conclufions

of moral and intellectual truths, which feem upon this accompt to be -

congenite with us, connatural to us, and engrdven in the very frame
and compages of the Soul, becaufe they arc Intelligibles of that nature
that prefent themfelves , and thruft themiclves into the Underftanding
: ' imme-
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immediately, and many times without the mediation of Senfe or Ratio-
cination, There is that primitive congruity between thefe Intelligibles
and the Intelle¢tual Faculty , that they are immediately united as I faid
by a kind of intuition, and though they are deducible by ratiocination,
as conclufions from premifles, yetin refpect of their fwift z7anfitus inthe
Underftanding they feem to be principles. : '

Now this excellent Faculty of the Underftanding, though it feems to
be paffive in relation to its reception of its Object, yet it 1smot barely a
paffive Faculty , it hath an a&ivity about that Object that it receives, and
it a&ively trades upon it to its farther improvement.

And therefore according to the nature of this excellent Faculty the
Underftanding (which as it hath been faid is partly a&ive and partly
paﬂix{e) there are two things that do much improve and enrich this
Faculty.

Firﬁy , It isimproved by its Exercife and Employment , the very Faculty
itfelf willdegenerate, and grow fluggith, dull, and rufty by idlenefs:
Theexercifeof the Intellective Faculty makesit agil , quick, and lively,
yea though the object about which itis exercifed be poor, little, and low,
yet a Man hath this advantage by the exercife of this Faculty about it
that it keeps it fromruft and torpidnefs , it enlargeth and habituatesit for
a due improvement even about nobler Objeéts.

Secondly, It isenriched by the noblenefs and worth of the Object about
which it s exercifed , when the Object isnoble , generous , uieful, and
futable, at leaft in a convenient degree to the worth of the Faculty:
Diligence and Induftry, and exercife of the Intellective Faculty therein,
* doth not only exercile,, imploy, habituate, andenlarge the Faculty, but

~ enrichand enableit by the worth of the Object wherewith it is furnifhed.

There is {o great variety of Intelligiblesinthe World, fo much objetted
to our Senfes, {0 much deducible from them by Ratiocination and
Difcourfe, and every feveral Obje [0 full of fubdivided multiplicity and
complicatene(s : And on the other fide, the life of Man fo fhore, andthe
approaches of the Underftanding to the knowledge of things , is fur the
moft part fo flow, and gradual , and difliculr, that it is not to be hoped

- that a Man fhould ever attain the full comprehenfion even of any {mall

inconfiderable Infect, with all its connexions, dependences, relations,
deductions , and confequents; muchlefscan itbe expected, that anyMan
fhould ever attain the full knowledge of that ftupendious multiplicity and
variety, that appears in all or any confiderable part of thofe Objects of
our Senfes that occur in that mundus apeitabilis which every day we behold :
And yet even the World we fee is the {malleft part of that which we
neither do nor can fee. ' '

Therefore it feems to be worth the careof aMan, that hath a defire to
improve thofe two great Talents that God hath lentus, namely, his Time
and his Faculties; that he not only exercife his Faculty to keep him from
{loth and idlenefs , but out of this great multiplicity of Objects to chufe

* fome fuch for the exercife of his Faculties, that by their worth and value

may improve and advance them s and fueh as may be profitable for this
ule and exercife, and ig fome meafureattainable with competent certainty
and fatisfa&ion. ~ o ‘

There be certain qualifications that*do much commend an Obje&toa
Man’s Enquiry, which are principally thele : B2 - Firft,
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Firft, the noblenefs and worth of an Obje¢t: Secondly, the ufefulnefs
of this Object being known, or of the knowlédge of it: Thirdly,
fufficient certainty touching the Obje&, or of the knowledge of it :
Fourthly, that the Objet be fuch as may be large enough to fatisfie the
Intellective Faculty, and yet not diftra¢t it through its multiplicity ,
vaftne(s, orextent. Something Ifhall fay of each of thefe.

- I.The firft qualification in the choice of an Object is, thatitbe noble
and worthy of the Faculty that isemployed about it. There s not only
a congruity herein between the noblenefs of the Faculty and the Object,
but allo the Faculty is enriched and advanced by the worthof the Objedt.
It was the reproachof - Domitian a great Emperour, that he bufied himfelf
in hunting of Flies: Yet I do not bl4me the purfuit of the Works of
Nature, even in the Contemplation of the fmalleft Works thereof 5 for
though the things them(elves are comparatively low , and inconfiderable,
yet even in the (malleft Vegetable or Animal, even in the very little
Infe@ts, there appears the excellent Work of the Divine Wifdom , and
therefore there is a worth and excellency in the Contemplation of them ’
efpecially when that Contemplation is directed to the fearch and admi.
ration of the great Wildom and Skill of the great Creator, who in many
fmall Infe@s, thatin refpect of their minutenefs almoft elcape the Sight,
hath placed and digefted as great a variety and . excellency of Organs,
Faculties, and In(ﬁn&s, as in the Whale or Elephant: And therefore

the Labours herein of Ariffotle, Fortunius Licetus, Muffesses, Aldrovandus,

Goddart , and others, that have written whole Volumes concerning the
generation, production, alteration, and varicty, even of fmall Infects; .
Flies and Worms are not without their worth and ufe, feeing in the leaft
of thefe the curious Wifdom, Skill, and Power of the great Maker of

all things is confpicuous ; and though they are but little Rills yetif they. p -

be clofely followed, they are and may be Manuductions to lead us to that
Oceanof Wildom, Power, and Goodnefs of the God of Nature, from
which they had their original, '

1L The fecond qualification that commends an Objeét, or Subje@ of

Enquiry, is the ulefulnefs of its knowledge, It is true, that there is
fcarce any kind of knowledge of any Obje but is grateful and ufefulin
fome meafure to the Underftanding : But among the sezbifia or Intelligibilia
in the World, there are feveral degrees , fome are not only ufelefs to be
known , but feem to be meer impertinencies; as for inftance, many
Grammatical Criticifins , and how this Word was written by one Author,
how by another, what fathion Cloaths the ksman Officers, Military, Civil
or Sacred ufed , and very many Curiofiries relating to Languages: It is
true, o far forth as Words and Languages are means to derive unto us
the memory, relation, or underftanding of the thiges contained under
them, fo far the knowledge of them is ufeful in oser to that end, but
Languages fimply in relation to themfelves are but a narrow piece of
fpeculation , and conféquently thofe great expences of time and ftudy
that fome have taken about ittle ufelefs Criticifms, and trifles of that
nature, hath been an improvident expence ; and mifemployment of their
time and faculties. Again, fome things there arg which are yet of more
value, but yet but of little ufe, they are known only that they may be

~ known, - or inquired into only for the exercife of Wit, Iavention and

© Subtilty

Eap, 1- De ffamme. ' : s

ilty : What great pains hath been taken concerning the Quadrature
(S)F : tCllitxycle, and tl%e Duglication of aCube, and fome other Mathematical
Problems? And many Men have fpent much time, and written great

. ‘Volumes touching thofe matters, which yet were they attained , the

refts in it felf, and is never applicable to any ufe anfwerable
1?(:1\;‘2‘3:5;5 of their acqueft. ~Again, ther¢ be many things touching
Matters Phyfical, whichthough they arefull of contentation to be known,
and have their ufe thus far, that they are an inquiry and difcovery of
things that are the Works of God, and of his Wildom, and ferve to
explain many Phanomena in Nature, yet they are otherwife of little uleto
Mankind ; as concerning the degrees of acceleration of Motion, thg
gravitation of the Air, the exiftence or non-exiftence of empty fpaces ,
either coacervate or interfperfed , and many the like, which havetaken
up the thoughts and times, and exercifed the Wits,, and even the Paffions
of Men in Difputes concerning them; and yet though the knowledge of
them is curious, and contenting in it fIf, yetit is not much ordinableor
applicable to the ufe and benefit of the Man that knows them, or of
others: And therefore though the knowledge of thefe Objeés be com-

. mendable unto us upon an account of their contentation and curiofity,"

et they do not commend their knowledge to usupon theaccount of their
ilnels and beneficialnels. - - S :

ufcﬁxér;ti:;, fome Objects there are that are not only noble in themfelves ;
but they have allo at leaft a mediate and preparatory ulefulnefs to Mankind,
though perchance in themfelves and 1mrch1.ately thc;y ‘have not t!‘lat‘
commodation, ‘Thus the knowledge of divers parts in Natural Philo-
fophy , and therules, motions, and variety of Qualities and Operations
of divers Natural Objeé&s, the connexion gf Caules and Effecs, the
obfervation of the Order of thingsin Nature ;*arc of fingularufe to canry
the Mind up to theacknowledging and admiration of the Great Efficient
and Governour of the World, of His Wildom, Power, Goodn;[fs, »
Bounty , and confequently to raife up the Heart to veneration of Him,
dutifulnefs and gratitude unto Him, dependance upon Him , and a deep
impreffion of Natural Religion towards Him, and of all thofe confe-
quents that arife in theMind and Life from this habit of Religion: So true
is the Saying of an excellent Naturalift of ourown, <A lusle knowledge
in Philofophy may perchance make & proud empty Man an Atheift, but it is
smpoffible thas Atheifm can lodge in & Mind well fludied and acquainsed wirh

Jatural Philofophy. ’ . -
* And as th{zg t]he knowledge of Nature isufeful to Mankind, to bring
him to and confirm him in the knowledge of the Glorious God , foitis
preparatively ufeful, and indeed neceffary to many ufeful things in this
Life, as to make a Man a good Phyfician , wbi definit Philofophus 1bi incipiz
Medicus , where the Philofopher ends the Phyfician begins ; which nexc
to the knowledge of Almighty God is of great neceffity and ufe to
Mﬁﬁllntouching Geometry, Aftronomy, and Arithmetick, though in the
knowledge of them there be many things that are nice and curious, and
not fo much in order to ufe as to fpeculation and exercile of Wit, yet
they are fuch Objeds, the knowledge whereof is in many things very bene-
ficentto Mankind , as we fee in theconftruction of all Mechanical Enguia;
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in the meafuting of Bodies , Superficies, and Diftanices, in the Rules and
Exercife of Architeéture, Fortifications, and ordering of Battalia’s;
Computations and Reckonings in Contra@s and Merchants Affairs, in
Navigation, in the Meafure and Compuration of Time, and the right
knowledge of feveral Seafons, thefe Mathematical Subjeéts and Sciences
have great ufe in relation to humane affairs and concegns.

- And as thus thofe more curious Sciences have their ufe in the Affairs
of Mankind, and are commended unto us, not only upon the account
of the noblenefls, but alfo of the ufefulnels thereof 3 1o the knowledge
of Hiftory, of Humane Laws, of Moral Philofophy, and of Political
and Oeconomical regiments of the various Modes, Temperaments, and
Qualifications of Governments, with their Appendages, are upon the
account of their ulefulnefs to Humane Society , and the Peace, Tran-
quillity, and Orderof the World, and of the particular Societies, Rela-
tions, and Perfons therein commended to our knowledge and contem-
Plation,, as things without which the World of Mankind would foon
be in diforder and confufion. And although thefe Studies are not
fo pleafing and' grateful to the Underftanding, as thofe other more
curious Contemplations either Phyfical or Mathematical » yet they recom-
pence it with the excellency and neceffity of theirufe, inrelation to the
nobleft vifible Creature, Man., and in relation to his nobleft and moft
ufeful pofture and ftation in this World, namely, a ftate of regulated
Society and Government.

Now according to the kind or degree of the ufefulnefs of the Objeéts -

tobeknown, {o the knowledge thereof is more or lefs commended unto
us, upon theaccount of the various degrees of ufefulnefs : Some Objedts
and their knowledge are of greatcft value, becaufe their ufe is of more
univer(al concern and important neceffity , and fuch is the true know-
ledge of Almighty God, His Greatnefs, Power, Wifdom, Goodnefs,
and Will, efpecially as He hath revealed Himflf in His Word , and
thofe noble habits that upon that account are ingenerated in the Soul , as
Religion, Gratitude, Obedience, and Tranquillity of Mind, Regularity
of the Souland Life. .

~ And upon thedame account there is a grear value in knowledge of
Morals, andof thofe Duties that we owe to our felves and others, and
a conformity of Minds and Lives to the Dictates of Religion and Morality.
And the excellence of their ufe, and confequently the commendation
of that knowledge upon that account is evident in thefe particulars :
1. Theright and true knowledge of thofe things do not only perfe@ our
Souls and Natures by the excellency of the knowledge it felf, but they
perfect our Souls and Natures with Goodnes : Theydo not only perfeét
the Intelle@tual Faculty, but they alfo perfeét the Volitive Faculty they
make the Man not only more knowing, but more wife, and they alfo
make him the better , more juft, fober, temperate, religious: A Man
may know very muchin Mathematicks and Natural Philofophy, and yet
be a bad Man but a Man truly acquainted with the knowledge of God,

- and with the due fenfe of his Duty to Him in matter of Religion, and

His Duty to others in points of Morality , which is a part allo of the
Divine Will, is not onlya knowing Man, but becomesalfoa good Man
(if indeed his knowledge be found and true), '

Again;
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#Again, 2. Allother knowledge meerly or principally ferves the concerns
of this Life, and is fitted to the meridian thereof: They are fuch as for
ought weknow willbeof little ufe toa feparate Soul, ar leaft we do not
know whether the Soul in its ftate of feparation will be much concerned
in the knowledge of Phyfical or Mathematical Learning, or the Rules
or Methods of Political Regiment: But this we are or maybefure, that
the Soul will carry withit into the other World that knowledge of God
which it acquires here, and receive an unfpeakable improvement thereof
by a nearer union to Him; and it will carry with it thofe Improvements
and advancesof Piety, Goodnefs, Righteoufnefs , Holinefs, thofe Habits
and Graces that it hegan here; and as the Soul is improved and made the
better in this Life by this knowledge , and thofe effects and meliorations
that it here acquired by them, fo it will carry along with it thofe advan-
tages:to the next World; for there is a connaturality and congruity
between that knowledge and thofe habits, and that future eftateof the
Soul. .1 So that this kind of knowledge is not only ferviceable and ufeful
for the prefent Life /s wvia, but is proportioned to that ftate that is /s

And astouching the knowledge of things thatare meerly accommodate
to the prefent Life, they receive their ditparity of value in this refpec,
according to the difparity. or different degrees of ufefulnefs. Some are
ufeful for nobler ends , fome for lower and more inferior ends 5 fome are
in a greater degree ufeful for the fame ends than otherss and according
to the varieties of - ends , ufes, and their degrees, the know.ledge of them
(as in reference to this part of the commendation of an Object, namely,
ufefulnefs) ismore or lefs eligible; But this is too large a Subject particu-

- larly to profecute in this place.

III. ‘The third commendationof aSubjetof Contemplation, and that
renders it cligible, is Certainty. - Where the Subjec 1s uncertain, and
the evidences touching it doubtful, although perchance the fpeculation
that it affords be very highand fublime,, yet fuch a Subject is not in this
refpect (o eligible as what is more certain, for it leaves an impartial and
ferious Mind full of doubt and diffatisfaétion ; and where it meets with
a Manof abufiephantafie, felf-conceited , and partial to himielf and his
own thoughts, and that would be thought to know beyond the common
ftandard o% other Mens Reafon, it puts him upon the confident framing
of Hypothefes built meerly upon Imagination, and from thefe weak
foundations he deduceth Syftems of onlequences and Conclufions,
which being built upon meer fanciful and inevident Suppofitions, fall
to nothing but duft and fmoke as foon as their evidence 1s impartially
examined.  Some Subjets are foremote from us that we are ftrangers to
them, and our knowledge concerning them is meerly conjectural, and
thofe very conjeGtures for the moft part wanting competent media ta
make them tolerably probable. Concerning the Extent of the Univerfe,
the Plurality of Worlds, the State of Heavenly Bodies, whether they
are inhabited , and with what kind of Inhabitants, whether they are
animate Bodies, whether they are moved by Intelligences, or by their
own Forms, or by the motion of the Body of thec£sber, or thofeima-

inary Portices wherein they are placed ¢ Thefe and many fuch Specu-
ﬁtions touching things at this diftance may gratific theImagmauon[,lel‘J;g
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never fatisfic the Mind. _A%ain , fome 'di‘ix-xgs tho-ughhft‘lé)'z are or may
4 i

or in what manner acual Intellection is effected in ‘the Soul 5 how the
" rative Faculty or Organ, or where elfe ¢ . thiefe and many other hidden

" The Contemplation of the Univerfe, and.of the Natural Caufes .and

~ not a perfect difcovery of what it fearcheth after, yet many times ua-

- their end, yet:in their procefs towards it do many times light upon

.foughe after. .. Fourthly, It gives a great difcovery of the admirable

-~ muft neceffarily have from thofe Contemplations, I fay, when we confider

benear unte us , yet are of that fubtilty that they efcape.our Senfes,’ and
thercby we cannot make our-approaches to | their difcovery. . As con-
cerning the Nature of Spirits, their #bi, motss ; the manner of their
Intellection and :mutual communication of Notions; by. what means

v

Species, Order, and Circumftances of things are preferved in the' Memo-
partsof Nature, evenof afar lower form., are unacceffible to us, i -

Effeéts therein ,-is indeed an excellent Contempl;tion’;,For',_:ﬁrﬂ; it
exercifeth the Intellectual Faculties, keeps them.in miotion and employ-
ment, and thereby perfecteth them. - Secondly, It is full of delight and
conteatation totheMind. . Thirdly, Although the Underftanding attains

defigned and unthought of difcoveries of many excellent things recom-

penceth the lofs of. the princifakintention 5 .as thole that have bent their
endeavour to attain the Philofophers Stone, though they never attain

excellent difcoveries which they never thought of or defigned, which
in a great meafure recompenfet their difappointment in the Particular

Wildom and Power of God in framing andordering of the World, and

1o becomes a manuduttion to the knowledge, acknowledgement , and*

adorationof Him,.- = : -

- Butyet when we confider how fhort and weak our beft difcoveries are

in the moft acceflible, obvious particulars, and-narroweft Integrals of -

 the Univerfe: When weconfider how many things in Nature efcape our .

Senfes,’ and the difcoveries thereof 5 and yet how much we ftandin need -
of the difcoveries of Senfe, and fenfible and experimental obfervation,
to’ bottom any - found conje&ure ‘concerning the Nature, Caufes; and
Effets of the things in Nature, andhow uncertain, fanciful, and ima-
ginary our Suppofitions are withouit it ,'-Wherebzx it comes to pafs , that
we many times frame fuppofitions and conclufions concerning things
fuppofed to be in Nature, before we have any certain evidence ,” whether

- intruth the very things about which we frame otir fuppofitions or ‘con- .

clufions have at all any. resl exiftences or if they have, yet for want of
aclear, and fenfible, and experimented obfervation of them, our pofitions -
and conclufions touching their Caufes, . Effects, Order and Methods of
their procedure are but fictions and imaginations, accommodated to our
Inventions rather than to the things themfelves, and fuch as we rather
Project we would havethembe’, if we had the making of them - than
what in truth they are. "Andlaftly, if we confider the vaft-extent and
mulsiplicity of the whole Compafs of the Univerfe, and the things therein
contained, the many parts thereof, that either in refpect of their tenuity

-~ or diftance efcape the reach of our Senfes; :theinfinite complicationsand -
- combinations of_feveral concurrences, caufes, and contribitions to the

conftitution and operation of almoft every Integral in Nature; the thort-_
nefs of our Lives, and the many neceflary diverfions that we have,:and

there ) o

S
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thefe things, it feems a thing utterly to be defpaired of to attaina full ,

certain, evident knowledge of” the whole Univerle, or of any confiderable

. f. . . . Tt .
poglzc;g ltnggz?it is, that if we confider the various Hypothefes of the an-

cient and medern Philofophers, touching the general Syfteme of the -

World, and thofe more Univerfal and Cardinal Solutions of the com-

" mon and greac Appearances in Nature, we fhall find them or the grea-

' em, to be little elfe than excogitated and invented Mo-
:l::{lis,l');;tt (}g rttlxltwh’ariﬁng from the true Image of the things themfelves,
or refulting from the real Exiftence of them, as certain inftituted and
artificial Contrivances of mens Wits and Fancies. And thefe Suppo-
fitions being thus-invented, they diftort, ftretch and reduce the Orders of
things in a conformation to thofe pre-conceived Suppofitionss and then
by the Inventersof them, and tholethatare their followers, and would
feem to be men of quicker fight than others, and not to cometoo fhort
of theperceptionsof their Leaders, theyareina little time magpified into
the trué Solutions of the Arcana Nature, and then all or moft of their Ar-
gumentations, Pofitions, Superftructions and Conclufions, are founded
upon, and conformed unto, and deduced from thefe excogitated Hypo-
t efe:: asif they werethe true, and only and real frame and conftitution
of things;- when they have as lietle reality, and lefs evidence than the

* imaginary folid Spheres inthe -Heavens, or their Muﬁgk, the Ho;fcs of"

' ;- or er Poetical Fictions. : - R T
’th‘?fks't:‘t?’ifo;ta%;t?ime fome one Phensmenss of Nature appears , that
crofleth ariy of thefe Suppofitions or Hypothefes, or [uits not with them,
ot is hot falved by them, ptefen;}y;great.paxns is taken to {upply that
Defect with fome fubfidiary Suppofition, that; may ftop that Leak, -and
piece up the Hypothefis, which muft be pre['ent!y granted tobe true, not be-
caufe thereis any evidenceof it from the things themfelves, but becaufs

* it fuits with that artificial and précarious Hyporbefis which was before ta-

—

~ after theirfolution by Fire or Heat.

ade muchof. - o R
kel'll‘llllli)s airnlfg I?nay cafily obferve to be true; if we fhould examine all the
various Suppefitions of leading men in their feveral Sects. o

- The ‘Chymical Philofophers make their Tria prisa, Salt, Suiphurand
Mercwry, the great conftituent Principles of all Bodies; others add two

“more : ‘And their evidence that they are {0; are,” becaule - they find by their

folutions by Fire, fome things which they.call by thefe Names, tobe that
sl?et:;?lsto%odl{es’ are diﬂ'olve%; when , for.ought can be evidently made

" out, manyof thefeare not {o much really in the conftitution of the Bo-

ies themfelves, as the very alterations or changes of them by the force
grllc: e:n:rgy of thata@ive E};ement, or at leaft, though after their {olu-
tion, " they affume’ the thapes of Salt, Sulphur and Mercury, yet there are

-evenin: thofe Confiftences very various Contextures, . differing extream-

i h Body fromother, though they feem to aflume fome analogy of
l ;ge?c' Ang go&?bly there may.gbe a thoufand Conftituents of different
Natures fromanyof thefe fuppofed Principles in Bodies, ‘both bcfprcgnd
. The Arifisrelians have excogitated another fort of Sufipoﬁ.cions of Prin-
ciplel;f‘- k;!{/i‘f:c:: ;orm and Prigwtim. - And_yet itis very difficult to con-,

. ecive that any fuch thing hould beas Maiéer,- undetcrmined by fomething

: culled
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. called Form ; and asdifficult to conceive what many fores of thefe Forms

. middle Nature, neither Bodies nor Accidents, but Powers of adifferent

- gether content with the former, but gave it fome Correcives, though

- whichis invifible, performs moft of thofe motions that we fee in things,

* contrived by him, notbyNature, - . :

are ( which they call (ubftantial ) whence they arife, what becomes of
them, whether fome of thofe they call Subftantial, are any other thanthe
various Modifications of Matter ; whether others of them are not fome

nature from Bodies; Accidents, or Qualities, or Subftances, though not
fo obvious to our perception: This Hyporhefis therefore feems for the moft
part, tobea kind of artificial contrivance, not wholly taken from the nia-
turesof -things, but fitted to give fome kind of explication of them ; and
for the ~moft part an Engine to guide our . Conceptions, as
the Figuresin Legick, or the artificial Schemes for the finding out a Afe-
dium uled by them; Barbara, Celarent, Darii, &c. Napcas, Cipinis vel
/7 o R -
: f\gain, if .welook upon the Suppofition of Epicurms, and his Explica-
tor, Lucretius, and his Advancer, Gaffendns, how many things muft be ta-
ken forgranted, thatare notonly perfectly inevident toour fenfe, butal-
together improbable2 The multitude of phyfically indivifible Atoms ,
their ftrange Figures acommodated to their Motion, Adhefion, and Coa-
gulation, their declined Motions, and the means of their Coalition’s And
when all this will not fervetocontain things withinany poffible certain-
ty or [pecifical determination, .to patch up that defedt, certain Aolecule
Seminales muft be fupFofedto make up that Defect, and to keep the
World and its Integrals from an Infinitude and Extendlelnefs of excur-
fions every moment. into new Figures and Animals,: and yet made up
meerly by chance, and by thecontextureof thofe Atoms which have nei-
ther quality nor energy, nor any thingelfe befides their fmall and imper- -
ceptible Moles, to make them operative, and that Local Mation which
they there have; ' but they teach us not from whence they have
lt. = N . - . Ve . ' .

Again, If welookupon Des Cartes his Sﬁppoﬁtioﬁ, who was not alto-

the main Swbfirasum be of Epicurms ; what colour of evidence have we
of the various Configurations of his Atomes, the grindiag of them round
by their mutual attritions, the coalition of the Globular Atomes .into the
Heavenly Bedies, the filling of Chinks and Interftices by the Ramenta of
the greater, whereby a Materia Subtilis i diffufed. through the Univerfe

that the -Animals are only Engins, and.acuated by the mobility of this
fubtil matter ¢ - Thefe, and infinite more artificial Inventions of his there
are, that neither Senfe nor Reafon could ever acquaint him or us with
but they are an ingenious Creature of his own fruitful Invention, wittily
framed toexplicate not fo much the Natureof things, but thofe Concep-
tions he entertained thereof, and to reduce and range them into an Order

* This Excurfion T have ufed to thew how great a difficulty there isfor a
man to have a fuitable conception of the great Fabrick of the World with
any tolerable certainty, whereby it hath come to pafs,thar the
readieft and ‘moft exercifed Wits - have fallen into fo great varieties of
cxplication thereof, and yet all of them fo full of unevidence and.
incertainty , fo-"-full - of “precarious and imaginary Peffuleras fiﬁ’ _
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full of unreafonablenefs, and improbability, and iinpoﬂibilitie‘ihem-

felves, and one with another, ‘that aman that is not impoftd upoti by the

icn of -the Authors, or his own Phantafie, ‘cannot tell how to fix
Xf‘;ff;ﬁ? nth&m but muft cry out upon them with the.Comedian, Prebz fe-
ciftis, ncertior fum nunc quam dsdwm: Ye have mended the matter well;
1 am now more in doubt than before: - Neither are we ever likely to
atrain any certainor fatisfatory knowledge in the Ph&’ﬁ"a‘l Caufes, Ef-
-+ 4 The fourth commendation of an Object of Knowledge is, " that if
it be meerly Phyfical or Mathematical, it bears fome proportion te the
Intelle@ive power, neithtr too narrow, and circumfcribed into a fmall
compals, nor yet too full of multiplicity ¢ The former fatisfies not the
Underftanding s for it foon exhaufts allthat is in it, and leaves the Un-
derftanding no work to exercife it-felf withal, ,'1:13_9 'latterfurcha,rget_h
and oppreffeth the Underftanding with its multiplicity, And upon this
latter .account it is, that although the whole Univerf¢ and every . part

thereof are Obje@s full of excellency. and worthy :yet the multiplicicy

eof is fo great and various that the Underftanding falls under a
;{li]ﬁ:'ic%t;‘ 1éefpoﬁdency of getting through fo great'a Task: ‘and thofe
that have undertaken the full fpeculation of all the parts of the vifible
World, have done it but fuperficially; lightly, and in Generalss the
time of Life and the Intelle&ive faculty, that moves but gradually and
fucceffively, have not been fufficiént: for anexact account of all things
vifible : And therefore they that have defigned exatnefs and deep fcrutiny
into things,’ havetaken fome one part-of Nature for that purpofe; and
even in thole fingle Objes there is moft commonly a connexion of fuch va-
tions Appendances or Incidents that they that have fet themfelves upon
fuch (eemingly'narrbw‘E‘nquirics,"have :foqnd it a bufinefs enough to
take up a greater portion of. Time and Enquiry thanour fhort Lives will

afford us  asmay eafily appear by the great and large Tradtates of them

that havé wtitten concéning the little Organ of the'Eye,’ or the Vifive

: Faculty, the Magnetick Motions and"Variattons , -or fome other fingle

Organor Faculty of the Reafonableor Senfitive Nawure: .0 . - ¢
-.: Among the 'many Objeéts of Knowledge ; there feem to betwoelpe-
cially; which ‘upon the moft parcofithe before-mentioned accounts,
moft commend themfelves to our contemplation and enquiry.; namely,
the. knowledge. of the ever-glorious God ; and- the: knowledge of :our
felves andthe Humane Nature. *Almighty God is she higheft: and moft
excellent and foveraign Objec of the Intelletudd Faculty:. It is true,

“he falls not under the laft qualification. Though heis but one, andone
: t}fbﬁa_ﬁmple'uﬁcompcundec?ming , yet his Nature.and -Petfections , his

Power, Wildom, ‘ Goodnefs; and ail ‘other Excellencics are infinite and
in(::'\:m;mehenﬁb!‘e,by‘m intallequal Naitre bus himfelf 5 and therefore

* heis an Obje infinitely oo large for thé comiprehenfion of aniy created

Underftanding: * Heis a Eight too bright for our  Intelle&ive eye tofee,
but by reﬂexiogn , orthroughthe Vail of tiis Word or Works. - The more
we kiow of him, and the more we draw: near.tinto him by ferious and
humble contemplation,~the more we difcover an.endlefs and unfearchable
Ocean and Perfection in him, fo that we maft not, cannot expett to
find out the Almighty to perfe@ion; his ways are unfcarchable and paft
L ° Caz finding
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ﬂﬁdingﬂ'x,' and much more his Eflence and Perfections; fo that though
be be the moft natural, and the moft defirable Obje& of created Under-
ftandings, heisan Objeét infinitely too large for it. :

- Butalthoughin refpe@ of the meafure of his Perfection, hebe an Ob-
~ jeftunproportionateto a created Underftanding, a Light too bright, and

an Ocean too large and too dec‘P forit, yet there is fomuch of his koow-

ledge attainable by us, as is fufficient for ufe » bature and everlafting
happinefs : and the knowlede of Almighty God, fo far as it is attainable by
our narrow created llnderﬁandin%, highly advanceth the humane Under-
'ﬁanding upon all accounts,and infinitely excels the knowledge of any other

~ Obje@ in the world, upon thefe enfuing accounts among many others, .

. Firft, It is a knowledg of fichan Object that hath the greateft and
moft convincing certainty in the world, a certainty thatheis, andina
good meafure a certainty wlhiat he isy for though it be impoffible for any
or all the created Beings in the world, to attaip a diftin&, perfe& and
full 7des of the Divine excellencies, in their full, adequate, diftinct per-
fections s 'yet that Image that he hath given of himfelf, in the admirable

Frame of [0 muchef the world which we know, doth with all imagina-

ble certainty evince , That heis, that he s but one, one moft intelligent,
wife, powerful; free, good, fimple, eternal , infinite and moft perfect
Being, the Fountain of Being; and the firft Caufe of all things, though
We cannot attain the:full comprehenfion of that perfe@ion: . And truly

it isno fmall evidence of the Divine Wifdom and Goodnefs, - That that .

greac and important Truth of the being and perfection of Almighty God

~ (the Principle and Obje& of the greateft importance in the world to the

good of Mankind', and for the advance and perfecing of humane Na~

ture ) thould be written 10 fuch plain, clear and evident Chara&ers in
the Works of Nature, and evinced by Evidences rifing from thence, as

are obvious to any perfon that hath but the common ulzof Reafon, and -

the honefiy to ufe and exercife itfincerely, . . T 7 7
Secondly, It isthe moft noble and excellent Object in the world, and
that may and doth moft enoble and advance the intellective Faculty ,

he is the Fountain of .all Being; and of all Perfection: Thofe Excellen~ -
cies thatarein the nobleft created Natures in the world, are but tha- -

dows of that perfection that is in him: ‘Though a created Uaderftand-
ing can never takein the fulnefs of the Divine Excellencies, yet fo much
as it can or doth receive. thereof, is of greater extent, ufc and value,
and doth more advaace and enrich the Faculty, than any other Obje&
inn “the: world, though that other Object were fully and adequately
ownm. . il : S :

Thirdly, .Althougﬁ-tﬁé Undeiftanding can never faarch out the Al
mighty to perfection, by reafon of the infinite excefs of this Obje&, be- .

yond the capacity of 2 created Faculty, yet there is that congruity be-

tween this Faculty and this Obje&, that connatural ordination, as it

were, of Intellective Faculty to this Objed, as if it were (if notonly;

yet principally ) lodged in the humane Nature for the fake of this Ob-

* Jeét; fo thar thoughthereis no commenfurablenefs between this Obje&

and a creared Underftanding, yet there is a congruity and connatura-

lity berween them: . Andhence it is , that fo much as we do orcan -

know of God, is delightful and grateful to the unde_rﬂ'a'nding. - And

though -

" to know, by means that our -Faculsies mi

" “have miffed of':hc‘;ﬁ;ace wheré it is 1o be.
-na

rioufly and really dwellingand digefted 4n't
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though this abﬂs of _ékcéllchéy be infinite,. yet it doth ot gort found-,‘gqj-' -

diforder, nor overwhelm the Underftanding 1n its modeft and due fearches

into it:  Andbefides, although the perfection of his Effence , and’ mar -

ny of his Artributes, as Infinitude, Immenlity; Indivifibiliry, G de

dazle our Underftandings, yet fome of his Atributes, and the Manifsftay

tions thereof, are not only highl¥ delectable to the Intellective Faculsy, bt

* are futable and caﬁig canceptible by .us, hecaufe apparsat in his Works,

as his Goodnefs,
N ;\t;ld certainly it was the great Goodnefs 1nd Condefoention of il
Glorious God unto his Creature Man, that when he know alt his own
Excellencies were too great and too brightfor us to fee ; he hash begn
pleafed to difcover. fo much of himfelf as was fit and “neceflary for us

0w : at out Fayltics bt;g‘ﬁwlxsqh%qt&m?mm
diftra&tion, or too great aftonithmedt ; namely, firk, By his Vorks ;. ret
ﬂ::&ri;gl‘;i‘i]; Great’ngé and Goodriels, . Secondly, By his Word, by Divine
Revelation difcovering his Goddnefs, Mercy, Powerand Tryth. - Thind-

eneficence’, Wildom , Power, de. if we stond

‘ly, By his Son, through the Vail of our Flefh; by all.which, thag

¥

rightnefsand Splendor of the Divine Excellence, that by an imenedd-
Etegil::mition ‘drpeXbibitio'n would have overwhélmed qur TncelleQive
Faculty (as it ffands united tg our Bodies).js prefented rous more peot
portionately to our Capacitiés and Faculues, by a kind of refracbion
and 4 mgore eifie-and familiar manifeftacion, . " T

. Fourthly, It is the moft ufeful, Object of ‘qur. Knowledgeshat canbe{
- and %ﬁ'rcm}l;pari[bg of this, all other Kuowldep 1s vain, lighgand impér-

tinent; and indeed 3l other kngwledge is valuable upon this- finglé acs

count , by how much'is gives us a manifeftation of -the. Divine Excals

lencies, and leads and conductstg’ the knowledge of Almighty God. and

his Acetibutes. - If I confider ;y fIf in this Life, there isnota mesm oot

‘which T live, or whereinI have any contentation, or comfort, orconvies

nience, but all this I havefrom his Influence and Bounty s and certainly
it co,’n,,cems me highly to kiiow nay .Bgn¢f§$§°£'-f'9m,fwh9¥l}l tecbivA
my Good, that | may, depend wpon him, be thankfyl nnto him, -propi
tiate him, and myke my applications to him.f }l‘Yh%thaﬂtq::'Agalqynbe
wifelt mei that have {earched after h_applpv‘iirmgp_ his. ,!fe':,tho%h{mf
ice Where I, e found,: Hayg with great rea
fon placed the beft happinefs that can be fourid,on this fide Death; et-
ther in Virtue and the exercile thereof, “or 'xg_‘;]"ga.pgtxgllx;y;gf mind. 07
in both ; for they are rarely afunder, " Wow, I may be an excellent Ma::

themasician, 2 man well feen in Natyral Cafefpad Efiod, an cxolcti

Statelmanand Polititian, and yet be without thas Goodpefs;that may de-,
nominate me juftly a'good man, and W;;:hfmt tgat trz;ygzlh;y chfd tm?tl
that may make me.a happy man :-put the reue knowledgs,of God | :Te-
hat may m ey (;‘). Lg;SWI,,.makeQza;mm,agqn&
man, and a happy man ; it makesa man 1o love,fear,honour and obey hirm

that he chus knows. " A man cannot truly know him, -but he tpuft ktiow

thatin him, whichby a moral neceffity raifegh.in 2 ‘man thofs Habitsand;
 Pifpofitions, namely, of Religious Piety towards God, " Julfige and Righi: |
' riety in relation to kim&lf ; for in-kaowing  this.

teoufnels to men, Sobriet ; o .
God, he knows that thefe. thingsare well-plgafing to bim, aad the ;g‘:y
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trary difpleafeth him, and he knows him to be a God that knows all
things in the world, andthat is a boustiful Lord to them chat love and
obey him, and 2 juft Judgeof them that defpifc or forfake him. And as
thus it makes him good, 1o it ‘makes him happy, by giving him the high-
eft and moft firm Tranquillity of Mind that can be 5 for he knows that
this moft gracious and powerful God ordersand fovcms all the things
inthe world with' irrefi ible power, exquifite and infinite wifdom, and
abundant goodnefs, and thdt heis well pleafed with them that love, fear
and obey him 3 and upon all thefe accounts a man rejoyceth in his Favour,
depends upen his Power , Goodnefs, Wifdom and All-fufficiency, re-
fignes himfelf to his Will; is contented and patient under all conditions,
and fodoth enjoy perfet tranquillity of Mind. ,
- Butthisis the loweft portion of the ‘ufefulnefs of Divine Knowledge.
There isanother Life after this, a Life of eternity, and the influx of the
knowledge of God in relation to this everlafting Life, is infinitely of
more moments it fills the Soul with a capacity of it, tvitha futablenefs
and ftate of congruity toit, with thofe’ preparations, difpofitionsand ha-
bits that are neceffarily pre-requifite for it, and gives him- the fruition
and perfet enjoyment of it: That meafure of the knowledge of God
that we attain, isthe beft happines we enjoy in this Life. and the per-
fe@ion of our ha pinels in the Life to comc, where we thall have a more
perfectintellectual Vifion of the Glorious God, and as full a fruition of
the Goodnefs of God, as that elevated Nature which we fhall then
have, can be capable of:* Then that meafure of the knowledge of God
which we here acquire, fhall be refined and advanced to adegree of per-
fection futable to the advancé that this Intellective Faculty f%all, then re-
ceive s and that meafure of gnodnefs that by the means of chit know-
ledge is wrought in the Soul’in this Life, fhall then be improved to a
bigher degree of excellence, "and rewarded -wich a weight of
' This Knowledge therefore of all other Knowledge is to be preferred :
\nd in‘all our bufie inquifitions touching other things, we muftremem-
ber our felves, as our Lord remembred Marrha jnthe Gofpel. We are
bufie about many things, and trouble our felves with many Enquiries
bucthere is one thing, orie' Object, -and the knowledge thereof neceffa-
ry; ‘namely, the knowledge of ‘the gloriousGod :  This i5 life eternal, to
know thee the only true God, and Jefus Christ whom thou haft fext, Johs 17, 3.
Whatever therefore we endéavour to know, it muft be with {ubordina-
tiontothe endeavour after this' knowledge: And as far as is poffible,
all other knowledge, and-defire thereof, * fhould be dire@ed to the im-
provement of this Knoﬁw:lgdg;’; or inorderto it, and tothe end acquira-

blebyie, - ... .

- The fecond " profitable ‘and ufeful Object of our Knowledge, is, the
the Knowledge of our felves: ' And nexc'to the Knowledge of . Almigh-
ty God, and his Will, and his Son, this Knowledge of our felves, feems
moft worthy of our endeavour :* And therefore I have chofen this Sub-
Jectfor my fearch and examination at thistime: For in this Subje® we
fhall find all thofe Qualifications or Requifites before-mentioned , that

- commendany Subje& to our Enquiry or Knowledge.

Of any one vifible Subje in the compafs of created Naturé, ‘there is
: none
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at we know and are acquainted with, that hath more worth gnd
:;é::?l;}:c; nextto the great C?cator of all things, and the holy Angels;
and that which feems to be moft noble, the Image of the glorious God 4
namely, the Univerfe, asit comprehends the Syfteme, Order and Excel-
lencies of all created Beings, digefted into their feveral Ranks and Or-
ders, and collected and put together into that glo.noqs Frame of the Unj-
verfe: . Butasitisimpoffible forus, atleaft in this Life, by any meansto
be acquainted withallthe Integrals of that glorious Structure, fome are
in their nature imperceptible by our Senle ; namely, the Spiritual Beings s
yea, and the more refined parts of material Exiftences, which by realon
of their fubtilty, efcape our perception :  Other parts thereof are {o re-
mote, thatalthough they mightin their own nature be perceived by Senle,
yet they are at that remote diftance from us, that they efcapeour Sight,
though the moft a&ive Senfe we have. And again, the vaft extent of the
Univerle is fuch, thagthough we might fucceffively fee the parts of it,
yetitis not phyfically poffible tofee it atone view ; and confequentlyim-
poffible to fee at once that beautiful and glorious Image of the more beau-
tiful and glorious God in its full _complcmf;ntfreprefentedv;n_ the entire
Frame ofgthc Univerfe. L C :
Again, we cannotbut fuppofe that there are divers Ranks of created

Beings intermediate between the glorious God and Man, which far fur- .

man in perfection of Natureand Operations ; as the glorious Anggls,
5;55 cl::ateld I%telligences; ray poflibly there may be material Beings of 3
more refined fubftance, and endued with more advanced Forms than ours.
Whoknows whether the Stars are not furnifhed wich intellectual Crea-
tures more excellent for their Subftance,and Forms, than we Mortals ¢
Yea, and for ought we know, theStars chemfelves may have Forms api
propriate to them, of a ngore qx(;:cll_«:nt_ fraglc than ours; though, as

before faid, this exceeds our determination. S »
ha‘llseut although thefe things may be, yet we know notthat theyare s
and if they were, yet weare unacquainted with their patures and kinds
only the reality of exiftence of Angelical Creatures, and created [eparate
Intelligences, and the poffibility of Nobler Creatures or Natures tha(_q
ours, refiding in fomeparts of the Univerfe, may teach us not to be fo
over-prizing and over-valuing our- felves, as to think that thereare no
othet Creatures intermediate between God and Man, of a greater per-
feGtionthan Man., ,We fee 2 multitude of Creatures between us and the
loweft rank of Animals fpecifically and gradually onebelow another; and
doubtlefs there are, or may be, many ranksof Beings intermediate between
the glorious God apnd Mankind, that havefpecifical gradations one gbovc
another., o '

But whatever may bcki"aid to{iching thefe, yet certainly of allthe vifi- -

ble Creatures that we are acquainted with,, Man feems to haveq very
great Prerogative of cxcellenge. And though he may not bear fofair and
fonoble an Image of the Divine Glory as the Univerle in its full Syfteme
and Order, or as thofe nobler Beings that are of a Rank and Nature above
him, yet certainly he bears a greater meafure of the Divine Image, than
any_one vifible Creature weknow ; and fo far forth as we know : God
himfelf affirms thus much of Man, that he created him after his own

Image; which he fayes not of any of the _C:eleﬁial Bodies themfc:lv:j ”,
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Gen. 1. Man therefore is a Creature, that of all vifible Creatures that we

know, -is the nobleft, -
We may oblerve in the Creatures of a fubordinate rank to us, how

 the more inferiour and sgnoble bear fomewhat of the Image of the fuperi-

our, akind of fhadow or adumbration of thofe perfections that in the fis-
periour are more perfect, not onlybya gradually, but fpecifically differing
perfection,. Wefeein fome Metals an Analogical refemblance of thofe
vital effects of Vegetables, growth, digeftion and augmentation that is
more perfectly in Plantsand perfect Vegetables: We fee in Vegetables a

refemblance of Appetition, Election, Generation, and in fome of them.

an imperfect Imageof that univerfal fenfe of Feeling which we find more
perfc&f;le in Animals: - We find in Animals, efpecially fome of them, as
Foxes, Dogs, Apes, Horfesand Elephants , not only Perception, Phan-
tafie and Memory ( common to moft » if not all Animals ) but fomething
of Sagacity, Providence, Dilciplinablencfs, anda fomething like untoa
Difcurfive Ratiocination , bearing an analogy, imageor imperfet refem-
blance of what we find, though in adegree, fpecifically more excellent
in the humane Nature, infomuch that Perphiry , Plutarch, Sextus Emperi-
cw, Patricius, and fome others have been bold to make reafonablenefs

notthe fpecifical difference of the Humane Nature ; and fome latter per-

fons would not have the Definition of a man to be  dmimal Rationale,
without the addition of - Religiofums ; wherein he feems articularly toex-
ceed the Brutal Nature: Although in truth that whicl‘: feems to be Rea-
fon in the Brutes, is nothing elfebut the Image and Analogical reprefen-
tation of that trueReafon tﬁat isin Man, asthe Water-gall is the Image,
Shadow, or weak Reprefentation of the Rainbow. Lo :

And we have reafonto think that thatintelle&ive and volitive power
whichisin Man, bears an Image and Reprefentation of the like power
thatisin Angelsand feparate Intelli ences, though neither of equality to
that perfedtion thatisinthem, either in degree or kind.

And although it were too great prefumption to think that there is

any thing in any created Nature, thatcan bear any perfect refemblance
of the incomprehenfible perfecion of the Divine Nature ( very Being it
felf not predicating unjvocally touching him and any created Being and
Intellect, and Will, -as ‘we attribute them to God, are, as we may reafo-
nably think, not only 'of a Perfection infinitely tranfcending any created
Intellect and Will, but of another kind and nature from it ) yet though
weare not able to comprehend the excellence of the Divine Nature, we
cannot frame unto our felves a conception of him without the notion
of Intellect and Will, though infinitely perfett: It feems that thofe
two great Faculties in us, bear a weak Analogy with, and Reprefenta-
tionof the Divine Nature,” And therefore in tzat refpect , Man is the

Imageand Reprefentation of the Glorious God, though the difproporti--
on between him and this his Image, ‘be infinitely-more than the difpro- -

portion between Cefur and  his Image upon his Coin, or the Sun in the
Heaven, and the Shadow of him in a Bafon of Water. '

And in this refpect, the Humane Nature is a worthy and noble Obje&’ '

of our Enquiry and Knowledge, becaufe here is the beft vifible Image
of Almighty God that we can fully acquaint ourfelves with., next to
him that was the Brightnefs of the Fathers Glory, and -exprefs Image
of his perfon, Chrift Jefus our Lord. And
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- And befides _this relative conlideration ofthe Humane Nature,’ with
relation to thole Beings thatare above him, Man isan excellent Object of
conternplation ; {oif we look upon him either abfolutely in himfelf,: or
with relation to Creatures of an inferiour nature , he is a worthy and
noble object of our contemplation. R B R
. If weconfider him abfolutely in himfelf,. he is an Objé& worthy of our
contemplation ; heisadmirable in excellent compofirre and figuration of
hisBody, and in every part apart, and in'the whole ftrutture put toge-
ther, admirable inthe Nature, Faculties, and Excellence of hisSoul, ad-

‘mirablein the conjunction of both together, admirable in all the opera-

tions of Life, Senie, Intelleét and Will, which he exercifeth in this ftate
of conjunéion and union, admirable in his production and generdtion,
and admirable as to the condition of his Soul ia its ftate of difunion and
féparation. . The fpeculations concerning him, are all full of great va-

" riety, curiofityand worth, becaufe the Subjeét it felf isfuch,

If we confider him with relation to other created Beings of an infe-
riour naturg, Firft, he comprehends all the excellencies thatarein the
inferiour ranks of Being, and that for the moft part in a more excellent
and perfe manner : The Life thatis in Vegetables, and the opérations of
that Life; the Life and Senfe that is in Senfibles, and the éxcellent operati-
ons of them, all Senfation,Perception,Memory, Phantafie, Nutrition, with
its feveral procefs,the faculties of Appetition, Paffion, Generation ; The dif-
pofition of Parts and Organs that are beft in any Animal,aré to be found in.

the difpofition,order and texture of the Body of man ; and wherein it differs, -

itdiffers with much advantage and prelation overthe ftru&ure of the Bodies
of Animals ; {o that the knowledge of Man gives us a full account of

- the excellence of others, cither Animals or Vegetables: He that well

knowsMan, knows whatfoever is excellent in the Animial or Vegetable
Nature, Secondly, Befides thefe Excellencies common eitherto the Ve-

getable or Animal Nature, and Man, thereare certain excellencies {u-

peradded to the Humane Nature, certain {pecifical prelations in hisBody,
the Structure, Pofture, Beauty and Majefty thereof, certain {pecifical ex-
cellencies and ufefulne(s in fome of his Organs, the difpofition of his

Hand, Brain, Nerves and other Integrals : Again, the fpecifical Excel- -

lencies of his Soul inthofe greatand admirable Faculties of Intellet and
Will 5 Of all whichin theirdue time: Sothat he that is well acquainted

‘with, and knows Maa, knows whatfoever is excellentin the Vegetable

and Animal Nature, and muchmore. . :
So that upon the whole account > we have a Noble and Worthy Qb-
jeGof our Contemplations, in the contemplation of Man. .
2. Inthe contemplation of Man we have an Obje that doth not over-

- much confound us with its exceffive multiplicity ; and yet it doth not fa-
- tiate, nor proves ingrateful for want of fufficient variety: Touching

the former of thefe, it hath been before obferved, that he that goes aboug
to make the whole Univerfe and all the feveral parts thereof the bufinels
of his Enquiry, as hefhall find that there are many things therein that he

cannpt comeat, or make any dilcovery of, fo among thofe parts of the

Univerle that are objected to a greater difcovery of our Senfes, the mul-
tiplicity is fogreat, that a man of the molt equal and firm conftitution,
muft defpair of Life enough tomakea. fglsfa&ory, particular and deep en-

' . © quiry
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quiryinto them:::. But the Obje& in handis butone, it is Man, and the 3
- Natureof Mam -0 o3l 00 L “
I confels it is.true, thathe that thall make it his bufinefs to takein as it
were, by way of a:tommon place, all thofe things that may be raken up
under this confideration, and follow all thofe Lines that concenter in this,
or almoft any: other the moft fingle picce of Contemplation, will make
this Subjeét large enough; and upon that account may be drawn in al-
moft all things imaginable : . We find in the confideration of the Humane
Nature, aSubftance, a Body, a Spirit:. We find the feveral Objeéts of
his - Senfes, Light, Colour, Sound, and infinite more: - He that upor
- this .account will take in the diftin® and large confiderations of thefs
- andthe like Appendices to Humane Nature, in their full amplitude, wild
have a large Plain, that willmore than exhauft his Life, before he come
to the Subject it: felf which hedefignés.: Again, ‘there is an infinite mul.-
titude of collateral confiderations that yet are rélative to man; hither
comes all the confiderations of Theology, Phyfick , : Natural Philofo-
phy,. Politicks, the confiderations of Speech, Government - Laws, of
Hiftory , Topography , of Arts, of thofe Sciences that relate to the
Senles, of Opticks, Mufick, and infinite more s for all thefe havea rela+
tion to Man, and arelike {0 many Lines drawn from feveral Obje@s that
fome way relateto him, and concenter-inhim; and he that fhali make it
his bufinefs to follow all thofe Lines totheir utmoft, fhall make the con-
tem[plgtion of Man almoft as large as the contemplation of the whole Unj-
verfe, T ola oo T T
- When T fay therefore the contemplation of Man is the contemplation’
- of afingle Obje&t, I mean, when it is keptinto thofe fingle bounds of
Man in his own {pecifical Nature, and under the phyfical contemplation
of his Nature, Parts and Facultics, as they are appropriate unto him.
Andthenit is a Subjeqt that we may poflibly make fome progrefs inies
contemplation and conception within the period of the time , that by the
ordinary time of Life, and the permiffion of neceflary avocations, a man
- mayemploy in fuch a contemplation, - R
. Andyet fecondly, though inthis reftrained notion, the Subjec feems
to be reftrained andfingle, we fhall find it no very. narrow Subject; but
there will be bufinefs enough in it to employ our Faculty, and to take up
that time, whicheither more neceffary, or more imporunate thoughts or -
erpplc:jyments will allow us ;- and variety enoughi to entertain our thoughts
with delight, contentation and ufefulnefs. o S e
*3. The Third Commendation of this Obje& to our contemplation, 'is
this, that therein we have mere opportunity of certainty and true know-’
ledgeof the Obje&t enquired into, than we can havein any other Objeét,
at leaft of equal ufe, worth and value:  Many excellent things thereare’
10 Nature ; which- were very well worth our Knowledge , but yet, as .
hath been faid, either by realon of their remoteriefs from us,’ unacceflible.
~nels to them, fubtilty and imperceptiblenefs to us; either are not at all
fufpected to be, - orare not fo'much as within any of our Faculties toap-
prehend or dilcover what they are; ‘or in cafe we haveany conception'
that there may be fomething of that kind , yet our Notions touching’
them, are but produéts of Tmagination and Phantafie; or at beft, véry-‘
* faint, weak, ungrounded and uncertain conje@ures , and fuchas we
S : can

can never prove - to- the : fatisfation of others .or . our felves.
.": Qur Senfe is the beft evidence that. we have in Nature, touchin
the exiftence of corporeal things without us, and where that is not pof-
fibly to:be. exercifed , we are naturally at a great uncertainty whether
things are, or what they are. . "Now the Underftanding perceives.or un-
derftandsthings by the affiftance of Senfe inadouble manner. 1. It ei-
ther percéives them immediately, as being immediately objected to, and
perceptible to the Senfe ; as I perceive the Sun and’the Stars by my
- fight ; 1 find that there is a Body hard or gentle,or hot or cold, by my Toiich;
and accordingly my «Undcxf’candingjud%etb of them: Or fecondly,though
the Senle perceive not thie Objeét immediately, yet it doth reprefent certain
{enfible cftetts or operations; and though by thofe effeds or operations the
Underftanding doth not immediately conclude anz‘thing: clfe tobe, but
what the Senfe thus feels or fees 5 yet the Underftanding fometimes by rati-
ocination,and fometimes by the Memory doth infer and conclude fomething
elfe to be befides whiat the Senfe imﬁlec?i’ately reprefents either as the caule
or the concomitant of it, and doth as forcibly and truly conclude the thing
to be, and alfo fometimes what the nature of ‘that:caufeor.concomitant
15, as if it.-were feen by the Eye, or felt by theHand. * o 700
+ I do not fee, nor by any Senfe perceive the quiet, undifturbed Air ;
© yet becaufe I do feethat a Bladder, that was before flaccid, doth fwell by
the reception of that which I fee not, I doastruly and. certainly con-
clude that thereis fucha fubtil Body which we call Air; s if I could {ee
itas plainas 1 fee the Water : Idonot fee the Animalor Vital Spirits, nei-
ther can they, by reifonof their fubtilty and volatilenefs, rbe difcovered
immediately to the:Senfe; yet: when 1 feeithat forcible motioa. pf s
- Nerves and Mufcles, I'do as certainly conclude; there are ifisch Inftrumedies
~which the Soul ufeth forthe performance of tHofe mosions; as. if 1-faiw
- them: ' 1 come into 2 Room where there'is o vifible, orwangible Fide ,
yet I find by my Senfe the Smwke afcending,’ T'do as ferbibly iconclude
that Fireis ‘or hath been near, asif Ifaw it} bedaufe d'em’fbdccxpm
ence and memory tells me they are concomitant. -Upon the fameiaccount
itis, that:when my Senfe and fenfible experience: thews me thatthefeand
thefe effects there are, and that they are fuccefively-gencrated and. cor-
rupted ; thoughmy eye fees not that God that firft made thofe things,  yet
my Senfe having thewed methefe fenfible Objotts, and the fate and vi-
ciflitude: of them ,' my. Lladerftanding doth truly conclude’that all’ this
viciffitade of ‘things muft ‘terminate in a firft caufe of: things, withas
great evidence and conviction ;- as if my . Senfe could immediately fee ot
‘Kerceive- him:' Sothatin the ordinary way of Nature, 'and without :the
help of divine Revelation, allour cerrainty of things natural, begins at
our Senfes ; namely, theimmediate fenfeof thethings themdElves, or:she
fenfcof thole cffeés and operations which after by the help of the Under-
ftanding are carried up to the difcovery of things not: percepeible by.Senfe
immediately, . : T L T ENE I
Now thete may be many things in Nature unto which wecan have nei-
ther of thefe acceffions of Senfe: ~How many $tars afe notv difcovered
by the Telefcope, whichwere never before known , becaufe not percei-
ved by Senfe? -And how many more there thay be, which aveinot vi-
fible to'us by that help, we cannot }y)et know il that difcovery: We
: s 2 : cannot

-
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caanot know what the extent of the Univerfeis, whether there beany
Worlds without the compafs of this; whether the Heavenly Bodies are
inhabited, and with what Creatures : We cannot know the Nature, Con-
ftitution, Faculties of created and {eparate Intelligences, nor the manner of
their #4:, Motion, Intellection, mutual Intercourfe, or detection of their
Miods:: Thelfe things are out of thereach of our Senfe cither. mediately;
orimmediately ; and confequently without the help of Divine Revelation,
we can never upon a natural account, tome to any certaintyin thems
or the moft we canotherwile know, is by confidering the reflexed acts of
our Underftanding, whereby we know many aés of our own minds and
Soul, which are not perceptible to our external Senfes; and upon that ac:
count, we may think that there their perception may be fomething ana-
logical : : But Man'isan Object of greateft vicinity to himfelf, :and hathi
thereby , and by other centributions, the beft opportunity to know and
underftand himfelf withthe greateft certainty and-evidence,.: -

And yetit cannot be denied; that notwithftanding ithis great proximity
of ‘Man - to himfelf, yea, and notwithftanding the many and great
Effayes, Attempts, Enquiricsand Obfervations that have beén madein
allfucceffions of Ages, by menof excellent Parts, ‘Learning and Induftry,
we.ftill remain;, and are like ftillto remain ignorantof many things of
importance concerning our felves: : Fhegreatand wife God: whole Glo-

ry it is toconceal a matter, having ladged many things in: the Humane -

Nature, and Fabrick, and Conftitution thereof fo fecretly and o clofely,
that notwithftinding the Experience and Obfervation of near 6oco years,
and the fearch and induftry of the beft Judgments in-.all Ages, and the
clofe. proximity of Man to himfelf, there are very’ many things in our
Nature, whercof we neither. can ,. and probably never fhall be able to
give any account to our felves-or others; with any evident, nay with any
tolerable certainty ;- as if. the Divine Wifdom meant hereby to give to
the Children of:Men an iftance to keep them humble, that cannot find
out the certainty of what they hourly' moft intimately converfe withal ;
and an indication of his own_profound and infinite Wifdom, that can
thuskeep fecret thofe things, whichin regard of their proximity to us,
we have greatopportunitytoknow. . o o o0 L :
*.And of this nature are many things which we know to be, but we
cannot give.our {élves any fufficient explication of the manner or real'in
of them. . Weare certainnwe have a vital, aéive Principle in us by
which we fee,; underftand,. remember; . which we call theSoul. But
whernice that Soul: comes, or how, and when, and in what manner it is
united to theBody, whether it be extended with the Body, or indivifi-¥
ble, and in’every point of the Body, how and in what maaner it exer-
cifeth its nobler acts of Intelledtion and Volition, or how far forth it
ftands in need of the Organsactually to exert any of thofeoperations 5 or
how far forth it doth or may exert them without.it: how orby what
means the species not only of fenfible Objeéts, buteven of Notionsof the
Mind are preferved in the Memory without confufion and diffipation,
notwithftanding lapfe of time, and intervention of infinite variety of
Objecs: whether it -be the fame individual principle that exercifeth the

* aéts of Intelle@tion, and likewife of Senfe and Vegetation 5 and if it bey

what become of thefe Faculties' fubfervient toatemporal Life, in the ftate’
S B of
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of feparation of theSoul: where it is that the exercife of Senfe isperfor-
‘med 5 whether in'the Brain, or by the Soul‘, by the mediation of th_g&pl,—
rits in the extremity of the Nerves ; and if the former, how theSpecres

of Vifibles are carried through thofe dark Caverns between the Orga» and

Cerebellnm . fuppoled: to be the Seat of the common Senfe. Thefo.and
many. more difficulties; fcarce explicable with any fufficient certainty,
do occur. in the little,Shog of the Ifabnck';of Humane Nature: ' We
muft not therefore think , .that becaule of this nearnefsto our felves, all
the Phensmena of our Nature caa be rendred:as evidently explicable as we
do or may.underftand the Fabrick of our Handby Anatomical Diflection.
- But though this vicinity of our felves .to our felves, cannot give us
the full profpeét of all the Intrigues of our Nature, yet we have thereby,
and by other opportunities, much-more advantage to. know our klves,
than to know other things without us, and by thatoppertunity of know-
ing of our felves, to know the truthor falfhood, or. analogy of very ma-
ny things without s, which otherwife could.not be fo well knowsn or.ex~
plicated. - T T T
" J. Wehave hereby anopportunity to knaw the Canftitutions, Feame
and Order of our Bodies : It is true, the great advance of the practice
and skill of Anatomy hath laid open to ocular infpectiory the Fabrick .of:
the Bodics, as well of Brutes and; Birds, as Men ; and: therein they feem
to be cqually obvious toour knowledge: :; Buta Brute or a Man dreano-
ther thing, when they arcalive,, from what theyare when dead ;;i Ana-

: tom?/ can give us the Pofition, ‘Frame , Situation , Figureand connexion
1

of all the everal Integralsof the Body of Man or Beaft; but it is the living
Mans obfervation of himfelf, that muft giyeraccount of thole Vital mo-,
tions that are in the Body when livings as the Pulfations of the Hearr,
the Circulation of the Blood, thie Communication of the Parts, the Con-

gruity or Difagreement between my Nature and other things variqufly.

qualified : . The Humor that feparates;, divides, attenua‘ltcs«and‘d.igeﬁs
the Nourifhment 5 the feveral exertions ofghe feveral: Organs relating to
their feveral Funcions, the things, that 1mpcda‘or advanee the y;tal{or
{enfible operations in a man, what impreflions .G made upon. the Blood

and Spirits by the.feveral paffions of the Mind,"what things increafe.or
advance the Spirits,” what diforderor dilcompofe themy .the immegiate.
and agil fubfervience of the. Spififs.to the Empirc of ithe Mind.or ‘Soul; -

Thefednd infinitemore touching the Body, are difcoverable by Obferya-

tien , and by no other Obfcrva;iou 5 foi _W_qll as by 3. mans :Qb(egva&ion.

of himfelf. - . . .

coe iy b s oo e e
a. We have hereby an opportunity to know:much mere of the Na-.
ture, Operations and ‘other” things relating to our Souls, than we cin-

touching other things or Natures, There hath been imuch Dilpute
among Learned mén ;- concerninig. the manner of ghe Intellection’ of
Spirits and Intelligences ;- and by, others , : touching. the: knowledge of

Brutes, touching their remembring Facylty , whether. shey haveakind:

of Difcurfive Faculty, which fome call Reafons. whether they do-pre-
fcind or abftrag, touching their. Voyces; how. far theyi are fignificant.,
and whether they intemionally‘ﬁ%mﬁc by ‘them, how far their Animal
motions are {pontaneous, or’meer y mechapical, and which z}rc'of'_ one
kind, which of another 5 or'whether,-as Des Cartes wauld have:ity 2l are
purely Mechanical, ‘ Many
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Many vain things have been afferted by men that would be counted
eminént Wits; but without debating in this place the truth of any of
thefé things ; itis nomarvel if weare tofeck what are the manner of
thefe opérations of abftract Spirits or Brutes ; we cannot know them, unlefs
we weré in them, foastobe acquainted with their inward motions, or at
leaft, unle®s they had fome fuch way of communicating their Perceptions
and Phantafriis unto us, as we have to our felves, or one to another: But
whatever ¢inbe knownof them, we may eafily by infpecting and obfer-
ving our felves, know much concerning our own Souls and the operati-
ohs of thém: Wemay know that we haveaprinciple within, which
wedo, asit were, feeldiftiné from our Bodies, whereby wethink, and
we know we think ; whereby we do difcurfively, and by way of ratioci-
nation deduce one thing from anothers whereby we abftra®t, divideand
define, whereby we have notions of things which were never derived
to us by Senfe, as the Subftance orthe Subffrazam of thofe Accidents of
things which are derived tousby our Senfe; whereby wede correct the
errors of our Senfe, and judge otherwife touching things reprefented, than
the Senfe reprefentsthem, The Senfe feprefents the Sun no bigger than
a Bufhel 5 there is fomewhat within us tells, and that truly ; thatit is
bigger thanthe Earth, becaufe we find Diftance diminifheth the appea-
rance of Bodies: Our Senfe tells us that the reprefentation in the Looking-

Glafs, hath all the motions, the bulk, figure, colour of that corporeal -

AMbles it reprefents, and reprefentsthe fame under all the renditions of a
Body, asit doth the thing it felfrefleéted 5 bus there is that within tells us,
and that truly, thatit is butameer thadow, andnoreal Subffratum under
that appearance of any fuch corporeal Aoles: We do moft certainly
know that there is that within us, that doth exercife a rational Empire
over bur paffions - and fenfual appetite; that believes, hopes and aés in
order to ends that relpect another Life than that of Senfe, We do find,
as it were, the principal feats of thefe operations, we feel our felves to
underftand in our Head, and that we will, and refolve, and love, and hate,
and pity in our Heart, almoft as plainly as we find our felves fee with
our Eyes, or hear withour Ears: 1 feel the propenfions and inclinati-
ons Aofy my Mind as really as I feel my Body to be cold or warm. I find
in-my felf that thisinward principle doth exert many of itsactionsinten-
tionally and purpofely ; Irefolve and caft about to remember things that I
would remember; Icaft about for all circumftances that may revive m
Memor}:or Reminifcence: “When I command any Mufcle of my mo
remote r
and hereby I underftand the motions of my Mind are no way Mechani-
cal,- though the motion of the Mufcle be fuch; I move, ride, run, or
fpeak, becaufle Iwill doit, without any other phyfical impulfe upon me,
and when I fec many analogal motions in Animals, which though I
cannot call them voluntary, yet I fee them fpontaneous, I have reafon
to conclude that thefe in their principle arenot fimply mechanical, al-
though a Moufe-trap, or «Architas his Dove moved mechanically, from
anartificial principle, Andbecaufe] find that the remoteft Mufcle in my
Body moves at the command of my Will, and fince I fee the energy of
my Soul in every ‘particle of my Body, though not ufing intellectual
actions inevery pat, yet ufing fome that areimperate, asLocal Mo{t'ion;
. ome

. ganical. ; ]
. zgny fickne(s 5 and better in my riper years, than when I was a Child, and

had my organical Parts lefs digefted and incongocted ; Andthough it bea -

imb tomove, itdoth it inan inftant; in the moment I will ity

——— e - =
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(ome that are natural and involuntary, asthe Pulfe of my Heart, the Cir.
gﬁ?tiﬁ)n of my Blood, my Digeftion, Sanguification, Diftribution, Aug_
mentation: And becaufe at the fametime I-underﬁqnd, confider, deter-
mine, fpeak, walk, digeft, and exercife, as well intclectual, imperate
and involuntary adions, and all from the fame vital Principle, though
operating differencly in feveral Faculties and Operations ; Itherefore ex-
perimentally feel thatmy Soul, though it hath the refidence of the exer-
cife of his nobler Faculties in my Head and Hca}'t, yet it perques my
whole Body, and exercileth Vital Offices, proportionate to the Exigences
or Ulc of every part, the Fleth, the Bones, the Blood, the Spirits, Nerves,
Veins, Arteries, Seminal Partsy andthis I feel to be through my whole
Body, andif I find anyapart of .my Body be fo mortified as it becomes
like arotten Branch of a Tree, whether it be Nerveor Joint, whereby
that principle cannot communicate it [&If toit, it putrifies and corrupss,
and is not participant of the motion or influence derived from my Soul,
becaufe it is now no longer in it toquickenit. And asIfindmy whole
Body the Provinceor Territory'of my Soul, in which it univerfally acts
according to the different organization and ufe of every part, fo Ifind
that my Soul, as toits {ubftantial exiftence, is cpnﬁned ,wuhm_the pre-
cindsof it, anddoth not phyfically aét without its and by all this Tlearn,
that my Soul, if it be a Spirit, may be circumfcribed within the compals
of adeterminatefpace, that thoughit bea Spirit, yet its operations while
itisin the Body, may be, if not altogether, yet in a great,meafure, or-
" Tunderftand, remember and reafon better in my health, thanin

Spirit, yetl findit is no inconvenienceto have fome analo y, atleaftof

" co-extenfion, with myBody. Andalthough it may be a fimple Spirit,
. and univocally and eflentially the fame, as wellin my Toe, as my Head,

yet according to the variety of the difpofition and organization of the fe-
-veral parts of my organical Body, it exercifeth varicty of operations 5
the fame Soul that underftands in the Brain, and fecsin the Eye, and hears

inthe Ear. neither ynderftands, .nor fegs, nor hears in the Fingers, but -

moves and feels, T S o )
Thele and many fuch Perceprions I have touching that principle of Life,

Senfe and Intelle@ion within me; and of thefel haveasgreat acertainty

as poffibly I can have of any thing in the world. Firft, Although I cannot
immediately have any immediate fight of my Soul, or of its immediate
operations, or internal actings, yetI fenfibly feeand feel the effects there-
of with asgreat an evidence and demonﬁranop thatitisfuch, as if Ifaw
the Principle it &If, and its immediate operations, 1fenfibly fee and fecl
thatmy Hand or Foot movesupon the command of that principle within
me: And when that principle is removed by a total deprivation, as
Death; or by apartial deprivatjon, as in a mortified Limbor Member;
or by atemporary fufpenfion, asinan Apeplexy or Deliquinn Animi; 1am
fure there is no {uch motion, becaufe that principle is abfent in Death,
or itsoperation fufpended in cafg of fuch Difeafes; - It was qhere_fore a
principle that was within, diftin¢ from my Body, that while ic was
there, exerted this Empire, and was obeyed in it. Secondly, In thole

actings of my Soul, which arenot in themfelyes percepribleby any ﬁ:;;)r;-
g
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ble effe, yet I have as firmand certain an evidence that they are fuch,
as if I hadafenfible ‘ferception of them: . Whenl think, or underftand,
or remember, or abftract , ordivide, or define, or purpofe, or will, itis

moft certain thele effe@ts or intrinfick operations of my mind are not pof- -

fibly perceptible by my fight, or hearing, or tafte, or {mell, or feeling
they are objects of fuch a nature, that fall not under any perception of
any of thofe Senfes; yet Tamascertain, if not much more certain, that
Ido think, or remember, or abftra&, or reafon, or refolve, or will, as
that I hear, or fee, or feel; and I do as certainly know beforel write,
whatIam now writing, that Ithinkor reafon touching the thingslan;
writing, or that Irefolveor purpofe to write them, as ¥ am certain chat
I havewrittenthem when I have written thems for the motions of my
mind are as certainly obvious to a perception inme anfwerable to them
(whichIcall the réflex a& of the Soul, or theturning of the intellectual

- eye inward upon its own actions) asthe motions or rather paffions of my

Senfe arc gertainl obvious to my Senfe;; ‘I feethe Objedt, and I perceive
thatT fee it : And therefore though he was a little too pofitive that faid,
Ego cogito, Was, as it were, the primum cogwitum, yet certainly herein he

- was Irrefragably true, that there cannot be any thing more eertain and

gvchnt toa man that thinks, than that he doth think ; and yet that Think-
ing s not perceptible by any of our five Senles. Thirdly , But there is
yet afarther opportunity of very much certainty in that knowledge that
a man may have of himfelf, and of thofe things concerning himfelf;
by that cenverfation, by the help of fpeech or figns that he hath, or ma;z

“have with other men. Man only, of all vifible Creatures, having this -

priviledgeof communicating his thoughtsand cenceptions by inftituted
figns of fpeech or writing ; and by this a man acquires a threefold uper-
dadded certainty of what he may or doth know concerning himfelf -
Namely, e o - '

1. Hethereby knows that there isa fpecifical Identity between him and
othermen, andthat they agree inone common rational Nature ; for by
mutual fpeech we find that we have both alike an intellective, difcurfive
Faculty, as I do reafon, fo doth he; as I divide, define, abftra&, pur-
pofe, determine, will, fo doth he ufe the like operations of his Mind -
and although oftentimes intereft and mifapprehenfion make usdiffer in
our conclufion, yet he endeavours to maintain his Conclufion by the
like method of Reafon and difcurfive Ratiocination as 1dos and moft
times when prejudice and mifapFrchﬁnﬁons are removed , that which
feems reafonable to him, feems {0 to me; whereby it appears that we
concenter 1n one common Nature, and thatthe Principle of Rgafon and
Reg.f'onablc.Soul is common to us both, and that we mest in one common
rational Nature, « :

2. He likewile knows that as they concenter in one common rational
Nature, foevery one of that Species, hath yet an individual Principle of
his own, that individuates, and perfonally difcriminates one fromano-
ther: For till we mutually communicate our thoughts by inftituted
figns, he knowsnot what I think or purpofe, nor I what he thinks or
purpo{_cltlh. 4

3. This adds a certainty to me that I am not deceived in thofe re-
fleétions that I make upon my felf, and the colle&ions 1 make frc:m

them;

Cap. 1.

De Homine. .

th?n'; for as 1 do find I think, I reafon, abftract, divide, define, purpofe,
{o I find by the help of Speech and Signs that he hath the very like in-
ternal operations s and as I do find that thole do arile from a principle
different and diftiné feom that mofes Corpores which I have, fo I find that
he hath the fame perception of the original of thefe. internal operations,
and attribares them to a Principlein him diftin& from the Body: So that
if T might have any imaginable doubt of thofe reflexed perceptions which
I have rouching thofe appropriate operations of my own Mind, 1 am
cohfirmed in them, becaufe I find the like perceptions in all the men
I converfe with. And thus far touching the third Coramendable in the
{earch of our felves, namely, Certainty and Evidence.

4. The fourth advantage of this fubject and the knowledge thereof is,
the profit and ufefulnels thereof: Next to the knowledge of Almighty
God, and our Blefled Saviour, and the Sacred Scriptures, there is not any
fubject in the World that is more neceflary and uleful to be known than
the Humane nature, with thole incidents that do neceflarily fall into
that confideration ; and of all the knowledge that relates to man, - there
is nothing of greater moment of ufe to be known than Man under the
Phyfical notion of his Body and Soul , and both united together. And
the ufefulnefs of this Confideration diftributes it {elf into thefe two
kinds ; Ulefulnefs in reference to Speculation or Knowledge, and Ule-
fulnefs in relation to Praétice or Exercife.

1. Touching the Speculative Ulefulnef(s there is this to be faid, that
there is in the contemplation of Man a means of difcovéry and explication
of very great and momentous truths, And although poffibly. the very
fame truths may be elicited , and in fome meafuré explicated by parallcl
Phenomens in the contemplation of Animals, yet they are more clearly
and eminently cvidenced in the contemplation of Man, who, by how
much the more excellent and noble a Creature he is above Brutes, and
by how much he isthe more obfervable to himfelf than they can be, by
{6 much the more ufeful and excellent is the knowledge of himfelf.

Now thefe Specnlative truths which I fhall chufe to inftance in fhall
be thefe. :

1. The due contemplation of the Humane nature doth by a neceffary
connexion and chain of Caufes, carry us up to the unavoidable acknow-
ledgement of the Deity; becaufe it carries every thinking man to an
original of every fucceffive individual thereof by a courle of generation,
till it come to a common Parent of the whole $pecies , the immediate
workmanthip of the Glorious God. '

- 2. Confequently, it gives every confidering man a found and full con-
viction that the efficient of chis firft Parent of Mankind , is a moft wife,
md¥t powertuland beneficent Being.  For the true profpect of the Humane
Fabrickinits eflential and integral parts, in thefabrick of his Body, and the
facultics and operation of his Soul muft needs convince any man of ordi-
nary reafon, that can obferve but clear and evident confequences, that
the Efficient that firft made this firft root of Mankind was not only an
wntelligent Being , but a Being of moft admirable Power, Wifdom, and
Goodnels ; for fuch this effeét doth neceflarily declare its Efficient to be.

3. As the contemplation of the Origination of the Species of Mankind

gives us an aflurance of the Exiftence of the firft Caufe, and of his Aun-
: bures
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bute of Wildom, Power, and Goodnefs; fo the contemplation of the
fecondary origination of Mankind , or the produ&ion of the Individuals
by generation gives us an evidence of the like power, wifdom , and good-

~nels of God, and a little Emblem of the Divine Power in the Creation

of the World. Any man that attentively confiders the progrefs of the
generative produétion of mankind, will find, that this goodly and noble
Creature called Man hath its gradual formation and complement from
a {mall, almoft imperceptible vital principle, which by the Divine infti-
tution is endued with fuch a regular, orderly, and unerring power, that
from moft inconfiderable and unlikely matérials builds up gradually the
goodly frame of the Body, cloaths it ielf with it, and exercileth an admi-
rable Occonomy over it: And this it doth not by fuch a kind of choice,
deliberation and forecaft as the Watch-maker makes his Watch 5 for as
yet this vital rational principle doth not exercife an actual ratiocinarion
or difcurfive deliberation, neither hath thofe organs of Heart , and Brain,
and Spirits, and Veffels (by the help of which we exercife our Ads of
Reafon ) till it hath made and framed them. And yet this admirable
Frame is immediately wrought by this little particle which we call the
Soul, and moulded, formed and perfected with an incomparable and uner-
ring dexterity, skill, elegance; and curiofity more and greater than the
moft exquifite Artift can thew in the moft polithed piece of Artificial

work,

Now if this little fpark of Life that in this work of generation and for-

mation is Vicarius Dez, the Inftrument of his power and wildom; if this -

little imperceptible Archeus is endowed by the Divine power, wifdom,
and infticution with this admirable, regular, and effe@ive power out of
fo fmall, inconfiderable and unlikely materials to mould up and fathion
the goodly Fabrick of Humane Nature, and to [gerfe& it for a complete
habitation for it felf, wherein to exercife its moft excellent economy and
operations; if this Pufillus divine lucis radsus, ex tantilla ¢& tam improbabili
materiz particula mirandem nature bumane fabricam tam affabre , eleganter,
& inerrabundé formaverit. 1f we find in fo fmall a particle of a created
Being this admirable energy , why fhould we make a queftion whether
that God that at firft gave this admirable energy to the Soul to frame fo
goodly a piece out of matter fo near to nothing, fhould not have power to
create a World of matter out of nothing.

2. Again, finceI do fee as plainly as I fee m! Paper that I now write
upon, that this fabrication of the Humane Body is the immediate work
of a Vital principle that prepareth, difpofeth, digefteth, diftribureth and
formeth the firft rudiments of the Humane nature when it is no bigger
than a little Bean ; that afterwards graduall augmenteth and perfe&eth
it to the goodly complement of a Man: And the fame thing I fee in*®he
firlt rudiments of all generations as well vegetable as animal. It doth
give to me (notwithftanding all the bold confidence and conjectures of
Epicurns , and thofe that follow him as far as for fhame they durft) I fay
it doth give me not only an undeniable evidence , but an exemplar in ana-
logy and explication, that the coalition of the goodly frame of the Univerfe
was not the product of chance, or fortuitous concourfe of particles of
matter , nor the fingle effect of matter and motion ; but of the moft wife
and powerful ordination of the moft wife and glorious God, who thus

ordered
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, arid inftituted that Rule, Order, or Law which we call

;}gf;:g igcbxﬂ%aw of its future being and operation § if I fee that the
Coagmentation of a Man, nay cf a Chicken or a grain gf W heat is not
by cafualty , but thie wile and powerful God hath committed the Cpag-
rg,entation ’Difpoﬁtion, and Formation the}';of to their ngmal_Prmu-
les tanqa’am Vicariis ¢ [ubflitutis Diviai Numinis Inﬁmmﬂ'mz.r, as 1t were
?o \;icegercnts and fubfervient Inftruments of the Deity: I have no
reafon to think that the goodly Frame of the Univerle was the produé’cclxpn
of Chance, or Accident, or bare Matter, or its cafual motion or mo ifi-
cation thereof; but that the fame was the Contrivance and Work of the
Great, Wile,and Glorious God, ﬂ_gl.s_a Work in a great meafure anfwerable
f fuch an Efficient. ‘ - T

*© theAEﬁgue??i}x]l; a fort of Men that pretend to much feverity of Wit,
and 'wo§ld be thought too wife to be impofed upon by Credulity, where
they think they have not evidence enough of Senfe or Reafon to cofivince
them . that would be thought to be Men above the common rate thefe
have ’gonc about, asfaras they durlt, to exclude God out of the World,
and pity thofe Men as troubled with Credulity, and of weak Parts, that
believe the Regiment of Divine Providence 5 a bufinefs that they think,
or pretend to think may be madeufe of to impofe upon the weaker part
of Mankind, think itaFition, and fuch as is utterly inexplicable to the

fatisfadtion of a reafonablé and impartial judgment. New the due con-

ion of the Humane Nature, and that Oeconomy that the Active
fﬁpc]fgf: rilnoit ordinarily called the Soul doth exercife therein to my Un-
derftanding, gives me botha reafonable evidence of the Divine Providence

" governing the World, and a fair explication of it to me.

I mean not in this place to examine the truth or falfity of the Plurality
of Subordinate Forms, or whether there be two or three dlﬂm& Sub-
ftantial Forms or Souls in Man, whereby he is Pivens, Sentiens, & Intel-

~ ligens ; for they are proper for a farther Examination in their proper place :

But at prefent I do fuppofe, that that one Soul, whereby Man is cor;i‘ﬁt;]-
ted in Effe Hominis, 1s the fingle Principle of all his operations of Life,
Senfe,and Intellection ; becaule, as to this purpofe which I am now upon,
it comes all to one whether there be a Unity or Plurality of Subordinate
Forms , or of Souls in the Humane Nature. - o i of
I fay therefore, in the Humane Fabrick we may obferve two mI 50
Forms, if Imay fo call them s the one, the Forma Corporis, asfuch w Olsnfe-
by it hath thole Properties or Operations which are common to Bd les
of the like make or compofition ;5 whereby it is weighty and delcends as
other Bodies , it is figured, it hath dimenfions and qualities common to
other Bodies; it hath in it fome parts more active and fiery , others more
paffive and waterifh , or earthy; it hath its tendencies to corruption anfi
diffipation : And though after the feparation of the Soul from the Boclyci
it perchance lofeth fome of thofe particular Qualities, Figurations an !
Properties that it had before , yet it retaineth many of them; for mlany o
thefe Propricics of a Body as fuch, do not depend upon the Specifical Form
of the Humane Nature as fuch: Agam, tl}ere is in this Bod.y.a certain
Agive Specifical Form , whereby it 1s conftituted in Effe Hominis, w.hn_ch[
hathinit, anddoth communicate to the Body.certain operations {pecifica

to it; by this he excrcifeth thofe operations which either flow from or
E 2 S are
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are communicated by that Form, as Life, Senfe, Intellection, Volition,
and the like: And though Life and Senfe be common to Man and Brutes,
and their operations in many things alike, yet by this Form helives the
Life of a Man and not of a Brute, and hath the Senfe of a Man and not
of a Brute: For there is no fuch thing as Asimal, or Pivens, not deter-
mined unto fome particular Species, as thereisno fuch thing as a Man not
determined in fomé individual: For Univerfals are but Notions and
Entia Rationis, having their exiftence only in the underftanding power,
and not in reality. L . ) .

And thefe Operations and Faculties of Humane Life, Humane Senfe,
and Humane Underftanding and Volition flow not from the corporeal
Moles , but from fome other aétive regent Principle that refides in the
Body, and governs it whiles it lives, which we call the Soul. And therefore
although the corporeal Aoles afier fome kinds of Deaths retain the fame
bulky Integrals, the fame Figure, Colour, and many other accidents; yet
the Soul being removed , the Faculties and Operations of Life, Senfe,
and Intelle@tion ceafe from that  Moles corporea, and are no longex
in it. : . _ o
This Principle of Life, Senfe, and Intelle®ion in Man called the Soul,
hath the Body as its Province and Diffrictss, wherein it exercifeth thefe
Faculties and Operations: and we fhall find the Actions which are per-
formed by it in the Body are of three kinds or natures; 1. Some are im-
manent , and not terminated immediately in any external or corporeal
attion. 2. Someare tranfientand {pontaneous, terminating in the Bady,
or fome parts or motions thereof. 3. Some tranfient, but involuntary,
and exercifed and terminated in or upon the Body. - .

“Thefe feern to be the feveral kinds of Aions of the Soul, atleaft
relating to the Regiment and Oeconomical Government of the Soul upon
“the Body. ‘

1. The internal and immanent Faculties and A&s of the realonable
Soul (befides thofe of Common Senfe, Phantalie, Memory, Paffion and
Appetite, common to Men and inferiour Animals ) are Intellect and Will 5
:mclP the proper Ads of the Intelleét are Intelletion, Deliberation, and
Determination or Decifion: The proper Aéts of the Will are Volition,
Nolition , Choice, Purpofe or Refolution, and Command in relation to
Subordinate Faculties: And although there be many actings both of the
Intelle& and Will that are relative to other things or objeéts than what
immediately concern the Microcofin it felfs yet the principal part of that
analogical Providence that the Soul exercifeth in relation to the Micro-
cofm or Humane Compofitum are Intellection, DeRberation, and Determi-
nation in the Underftanding ; and Choice, Volition, Nolition, and Pur-
pofe in the Will ; and thefe do or fhould regularly precede all thole impe-
rate Acts of the Soul that relate to the Compo[%mm : Before I write,or fpeak,
or go a journey, or eat, or any the like action, there is the deliberation
of the Underftanding, whether I fhall do this action ; the decifion of the
Underftanding, that it is fit to bedone ; the choice of the Will to do ig,
the purpofe of the Will that it fhallbe done: And although many times
the diftinction of thefe feveral procedures of the Soul do not always appear
diftin&, clpecially in fudden or ordinary actions, which feem tohave bue
one actantecedent to the thing done, namely, the willing of it to bedones
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yet in actions of weight and importance all ghefe have their diftiné& order
and procedure, For althoughin the moft incomprehenfible and perfect
will of Almighty God thereis no fuch fucceflionof procedure; yetin the
operations of the rational Soul that is lin_ked to the Body, there is ordi-
-narily that fucceflive procedure of thole immanent aés of the Soul that
relaze to any thing to be done. This thercfore is the firft part of that
analogical Providence that the Soul exercifeth in relation to the Body,
namely, deliberation or counfel , and decifion in the Intelle¢t ; and choice
and purpofe in the Will. v
3. The next A&, which immediately fuccceds Purpofe, is the Command
that is givenbythe volitive Faculty of the Soul, and the Execution there-
of : and herein arc confiderable, Firft, The Power commanding, which
is the Will, now determined by purpole or refolution. Secondly, The
things to which thefe commands relate, or the Object of them; which
in relation to the Body is in effet nothing but motion of the Spirits,
Nerves , Mufcles , parts of the Body, or the entire Compofitum ; by virtue
of this command the Mufcles, the Hand, the Eye, the Tongue perform
thofe imperate commands of the Will; I do not digeft, fanguifie, nor my
Heart move, nor my Blood circulate, nor my Meat digeft by any imme-
diate command of my Will; but I eat, I drink, I move my Eye, my
Hand, my Mulcles, my whole Body in purfuance of this command of my
Will.  Thirdly, The executive Inftrument of this command mediately
are my Nervesand Mulcles, but immediately thofe fubril, invifible and
forcible Engins which we call the Animal Spirits; thelc being the moft
fubtil parts in Nature , and parts of matter {ubtilized, next in degree of
purity to that Soul that commands them, are in their nature proper, fit,
and fuitable to be the firlt recipients of the Empire of the Soul ; they are
the nimbleft, agil, ftrongeft Inftruments, fictelt to be executive of the
commands of the Soul; they are a middle nature between the Soul and
the Body, the mexus anime to the Body; and thefe fubtil Meflengers
fpeedily difpatch themfelves through the Nerves to the Mulcles, which
are by the/e Spirits and the native Zwdoles that is in them and the exaét
texture of them fitted to move thofe Integrals of the Body to which they
ferve; and as the Spirits fhot through the Nerves are the firft and im-
mediate Inftruments of the Soul in its imperate alts, {o the Mufcles are
as it were the Inftruments of the Spirits, or the remote Inftruments of
thefe imperate motions: And by this means the Soul hath the a&ual
smperium and command of all thofe motions of the Body which are fpon-
taneous or capable of being commanded by the volitive Power of the
Soul s ’tis by this the Eye-lid opensor fhuts , the Eye is converted to this
or that obje&, the Lungs are intended or remitted, the Tongue {peaks,
the Hund itrikes or moves, the Foot walks, the Mouth opens or thuts, and
all vhei ipentancous motions {ubjeét to the Empire of the Will are per-
forened . And though I chufe my Inftance in the fubject in hand , yet
the iike imperate motions are in Brutes and Animals, -choughnot bythe
Empirc of Will, which they have not, yet by a Faculty that maves
in many things fpontaneoudly in fome analogy and adumbration of the
Empitc of the Will in Man, but incomparably below it both in perfeion
and fr=cdom. ’ . _ S
3. Again, there be very many Opesationts, that although they ?OW
roim
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from this active Principle , yet they arc not acts that are imperate by
the Will, but they are ina manner natural and unvoluntary s and there-
fore I call them foriietimes Involuntary , fometimes Natural, and they
are very many and various; fuch are many of the acs of Senfe, efpecially
the external. Though I do by the Empire of my Will direct the Motion
or Acies of my Organ to this or that Object, yet my Eye, my Ear, my
Touch, my Smell, my Taft exercife their office of perception upon the
Object duly applied to them, without any act of my Will commanding
them o to do when they are joyned to their Obje¢t: So my Heart
moves, my Blood circulates, my Meat digefts , my Body isaugmented ,
without any intention of mind to affift their adtings. So if there be an ill
humour in my Bedy, or a wound in my Hand or Leg, the Vital energy
of my Soul thrufts out the Balfamical humour of my Blood to heal the
latter , and ufeth all thar Occonomy that is proper for the expulfion or
{ubduing of the former; fometimes by puffule er eruptions in the flefh,
{ometimes by [weat, fometimes by urine, fometimes by feige; and all this
it doth in the moft congruous way imaginable; (o that the beft Phyficians
have not better direction ordinarily in their applications , than to follow
Nature in thofe motions. And all this is done moft exquifitely, and yes
without any deliberation or rational decifion of the Underftanding or
Empire of the Will in relation to thofe Natural motions. 1 fhall only
therefore obferve concerning thefe Involuntary motions, 1. That though
they are without any dicZamen Rationis, yet they are done in a way of as
great congruity to its end, asif they were diredted by the wileft coun-
fel of the wileft Soul ; and it is reafon good it fhould , for it isa ftanding
and moft wile Law of exercife planted by the moft wife God in this Vital
Principle for the regiment of the Body: ‘And therefore though it be not
directed by deliberation of the Humane Intelle& , or choice of Humane
Will, itis fetled, contrived , implanted and direéted there by a higher
Wifdom , even the Widom of the moft wile God: And this indeed is the
reafon of that Excellency that is feen in Inftiné@s, even of Brutes, and
the Formative procefs in generation s that they (0 aptly and excellently
attain their Ends: namely, becaufe thefe Inflin@ts and Powers are the
immediate Imprefficns, Signatures and Energies placed in them by the
Great and Glorious God, whofe very foolithnefs, as the Apoftle tells
us (namely the feemingly vileft and loweft Impreflions of his Wifdom )
is wiler than men. 2. The fecond thing to be obferved herein, is, That
thofe Natural and Involuntary actings are not done as the former, by

deliberation and formal command, yet they arc done by the virtue,

energy, and influx of the Soul, and the inftrumentality of the Spirits as

well as thofe Imperate acs before fpoken of ; wherein we fce the immediate _ .

empireof the Soul: That Soul that moves my hand, my tongue, my foot
by way of exprefs command and empire; digefls, fanguifics, carnifies,
excerns and doth all thofe Involuntary operations by it influence and pre-
fence: remove but the Soul, there is no more digeftion, fanguification,
or any other acts of that kind, than there is fpeech in the tongue. And
although in fome Infeés there appears a palpitation of the Heart for fome
little fpace after it is fevered from the Body; and in Chicken and other
Fowl, after the feparation of the Head from the Body there is a motion
of the parts divided, yet it lafts not long, and they are but the irregular
‘ and
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and convulfive motions or ftruglings of thole Spirits which could ot fo
haftily difmifs themfelves from the veflcls wherein they were inclofed, )

I would now obferve fome generals in relation to this Adumbration
of Providence and analogical Oeconomy of the Soul in the Body, which
are thefe: 1. That this analogical Providence of the Soul in relauon_to
its Province the Compefitum or Microcofm is univerfal to every part of it
there is not the moft inconfiderable particle of Fleth, Bone or Artery,
not the {malleft Capillary Vein bur it is prefent with, and auxiliary to it,
according to its ufe and exigence, and the congruity of its conftitution s
it accommodates it felf to the Eye for feeing , to the Ear for hearing ; and
though it accommodate not it felf to the Finger in thofe exertings of
thofe Senfes of Seeing or Hearing, yet it equally accommodates it felf to
thofe remote and fmall Organs as perfectly in relation to Feeling, and to
thole motions that are fuitable to them. 2. That even thofe Exertions
of the aéive Energy of the Soul that feem moft remote from the delibe-
ration of the Underftanding and immediate a&ive Empire of the Will,
are guided and dire¢ted with all imaginable congruity to their feveral
Ends and Ufes. 3. Thatthis very fame individual Soul may, and often-
timesdoth exert all thofe operations at the fame time without any difficulty
or confufion : At the fame time I think, I deliberate, 1 purpofe, I com-
mand : in inferiour Faculties; I walk, Ifee, I hear, I digeft, I fanguifie,
I carnifie , my Lungs move (wifter or {lower by the empire and command
of my Will, my Heart moves naturally by the motion of Palpitation,
my Blood by the motion of Circulation, Excretion, Perfpirations my
Guts by the motion of Vermiculation , my Stomach and Inteftines di-
gelt, the good eje&s and expulfes the bad, my Dileafe is refifted and
expelled, my Wound cured, and a thoufand more concurrent, coincident
Motions ; and all thefe performed at the fame time by the Power, Energy
and Oeconomy of one individual Soul; and yet all this done eafily, and
{weetly, and perfeitly; withour either laffitude , confulion , or pertur-
bation. T

And all this done by a little fpark of Life, which in its firlt appearance

might be inclofed in the hollow of a Cherry-ftone 5 yet this little a&ive
Principle as the Body increafeth and dilateth, evolveth , diffufeth and
expandeth if not his Subftantial Exiftence, yet his Energyand Virtue, to
the utmoft copfines of his little Province and every particle and atom
thereof; yea and itis of that abfolute neceflity that ‘it fhould do fo, that
without it the Compofitum would be diffolved , and the Body diffipated into
corruption and its firft principles, as we fee it falls out fuddenly after the
feparation of the Soul from theBody: As the Body could not be reduced
into that orderly frame in which it is conftituted, without the Plaftick
and Formative power of the Soul, fo it could never be upheld in that
ftate of Order and Convenience without the continued Influence of the
Soul: The latter is as abfolutely neceffary for its continuance and confer-
vation, as the former for its conftitution, ‘

I cafily forefee two Objeétions againft the Method propofed; 1, That
the Hypothefis it felf is not fufficiently evidenced: How do we know that
this Occonomy is the effe¢t of a Power, or Nature, or Being diftinét from
thcﬁody ¢ and why may it not be the refult of this Difpofition, Harmony,
or Contemperation of qualities or parts of that Matter chat wnﬂltut]cs
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" thefe natural or involuntary exertions of Digeftion, Egeftion, Cir-

the Body? 2. And if it be, what need we magnifie the Humane Nature
as the great Inftruter in this bulinefs; fince we may with a little obfer-
vation find very much the like in Brutes as well asMen¢ For there we
find a fenfible Perception and Phantafie anfwering the Intellect in Man ¢
an Eftimative or Judicial faculty, an Appetition or Averfation and Loco-
motive faculty anfwering the Will; and the very Occonomy of the
animal Soul or Spirits managing as well their 1ffomcmeous actions as

culatl:ion, and the reft of thofe Motions called Involuntary or Na-
tural. . . ’

Tothe Firft of thefe I fay, Fhat thisis not the place for a large reducion
of thefe Operations to the regiment of the Soul as a diftin& a&ive Faculty,
diftiné from the Corporeal Moles and its contemperation , that fhall,
God willing , in its due place be at large dilcuffed , which I am not here
willing to anticipate. In the mean time, let the Objector but honeftly
and impartially examine and obferve Himfelf , and he will need no other
evidence of this truth but his own experience to fatisfie him, that all
thofe effeéts proceed from an a&ive, regnant Principle within him, diftiné¥
from the aoles corporea, or the contemperation thereof, The diftemper
of the humours of the Body caufe fometimes fiich ficknefs as diforders the
Phantafie and Reafon 5 but fometimes though it diftempers the Body, the
Intelle@tive faculty and operations are neverthelefs free and found, as
Experience thews. If this Objector was ever under a Sickne(s or Diftem-
per of the latter kind , let him give anaccount what it is that gives him
under fuch a Difeafe the ufe of his Realon, -

To the Second I need not fay more than what ¥ have before obferved y
namely , 1. That although the Inferiour Natures havea kind of Image
of the Humane Nature, yet it is lels perfect, and therefore no equal
Inftance in order to the explication of what I herein defign. 2. As'it
is lefs perfe&, (o itis more diftant and lefs evident to us, than our felves
are or may be to our felves; the Regiment and Oeconomy of our owni
Souls in our Bodies and of them are more evident to us and percepti-
ble by us, than that Regiment and Occonomy that the Souls of Brutes
exercife in them , and therefore fitter to be made our Inftance of that
which I go about thereby to illuftrate ; namely, the poffibility, ne-
ceflity and explication of the Divine Providence in the governing
and influencing of the Univerfe and all the parts thereof; which I fhall
in the next place profecute in the Analogy that this {mall Regnant Prin-
ciple b{gars within its little Province to the Divine Regiment of the
Univerde. '

Sic parvis componere magna,

I come therefore to the illuftration of the Divine Providence, - and
Regiment of the World by the foregoing Emblem thereof. :
- 1. By this fmaller Inftance of this Regiment of this lefler World by
the immediate prefidency of the Soul , it fgems evident that it is no way
impoffible but that the greater World may be governed by the Divine
Wifdom, Power, and Providence. 1t is true, there are thefe two difpa-
rities between thefe, namely, the greater World and the leffer: The
» greater
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greacer World is of a more vaft extent ; and again, the Integrals and Parts
thereof are of greater multiplicity and varicty 5 but ncither of thefe are

any impediment , becaufe the Regent thereof is of an infinite immenfity

more than commenfurate to the extent of the World, and fuch as is
moft intimately prefent with all the Beings of the World, and of an infi-
nite Underftanding , Wifdom, and Power that is able to apply it felf to
every created Being, and therefore without any difficulty equally able to
govern the wholeand every part thereof : This we fec in Natural agents;
that little {park of Life, the Soul, that exercifeth its regiment -upon an
Infant of a fpan long , when the Body isgrown to its due ftature, and
together with the exrenfion of the Body this little Vital particle evolves
and diffufeth it felf to the extent of the enlarged Body, governs it with
the fame facility as it did before that extenfion. . And the fenfible Soul of
a valt Whale exercifeth its regiment to every part of that huge ftru-
&ure with the fame efficacy and facility as the Soul of a Fly or a Mite
doth in that fmall and almoft imperceptible dimenfion to which it 1s con-
figned. For the Soul is expanded and evolved, and prefent to every part
and the uttermoft extremity of the greater as well as the leffer Animal.
And therefore if my Soul can haveits effectual energy and tegiment upon
my Body with eafe and facility, with how much more eafe and facility
can a Being of immenfe Exiftence and Owmniprefence, of infinite Wif-
dom and Power governand order a great but yet a finite Univerle, and
all the numerous yet not infinite parts thereof ¢

2. As there is a poffibility of fuch a regiment of the Divine Wildom,
Power and Influence in the Government of the World, fo there is a
neceffity of it. It is not enough for the Soul of the Humane Nature to
form and mould its Corporeal Vehicle, if it gaveover its work when that
were done , it would foon diffelve, diflipate and corrupt. There is the
fame neceflity for the Divine Influence and regiment to order and govern,
conferve and keep together the Univerfe in that confiftence it hath re-
ceived , asit was at firft to give it before it could receive it : The inter-
miffion of that Regiment and Divine Providence and Influx but a moment
after the conftitution of this World would have diflolved its order and
conliftence ; if not annihilated its Being, ‘

. And indeed, he that obferves the great variety of things in the World,
the many junéures and contributions of things that ferve to keep up
its confiftence, the want of any of which (as the diforder of a little
Nerve, Vein, or Artery in the Body) would bring it into a great dif-

" order; the continual ftrife between contrary qualities, the ftrange

adivity of the active Fiery Nature that involves it, or at leaft is diffemina-
ted up and down in it ; the vaft and irregular concretions of Meteors ,
and thofe ftrange and various Phewomena that are in the World, which
as they proceed from or afe found in the Integrals of the Univerfe,
are devoid not only of Reafon but of Senfe. And he that after all this
fhall fee the World upheld without any confiderable decay or defect, in
the fame ftate and order as it hath been for many Thoulands of years,

will upon a due and impartial {earch find that it were far more impofh- .

ble that this could be without the Wildom, Power, and Influx of a
moft Infinite, Omniprefent, Omnifcient and Omnipotent Fixed Being,
.than for the Humane Body to be kept withour diffolution and putre-
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fs'a&il‘on, being deftitute of the influx and regiment of its Vital Principle the
oul. S '

And therefore, fome of the Ancients that were willing to folve the
Phanomens of the World, have (though erroneoufly) thdgught that :2:
World was Animate, and that all thefe Operations in the World pro-
ceeded from that Anima Mundi , as the Operations in the Bodies of Men
proceeded from that  wima Humana that lodged in it,, and at length
finding fo great effects that are and may be done by this fuppofed Arima
AMunas , according to their Hypothefis , have at laft proceeded in plain terms
to determine that this Anima Mundi was, in truth, no other than the Glo.
rious God; whereas they might with much more eafe and truth have
attributed all the great Occonomy of the Univerfe to the moft Glorious
God , without difhonouring him into the exiftence of a Forma snformans
or Oa ;.;onﬁuuent %arth of tll)lfgt dWorld which he made. ’

thers toamend that abfurdity, and yet out of a piece of mannerlin

and refpect , asthey think , to God, though they degy this Univerfal S:ﬁ
or Form informing of the whole Univerle, yet without any fufficient
ground have devifed feveral Syftems of the Univerfe, and affigned feveral
Souls to each Syflem or Fortex at leaft, which fhould be the immediate -
Regent in every fuch Syftem, as the Soul s in the Body: This, as it
fuppoleth fomething ‘without evident ground, fo it doth without an
neceflity :  For the Divine Wildom and Power-is fufficient for the ma’f
nagement and government of the whole Univerfe; and if fuch Amime
Syftematum fhould be granted, yer ftill there muft be fome one common
Rzgent of all thefe Syftems and their refpective Souls, or otherwife dif:
order would follow between the Syftems themfelves. : :

But thus far even thofe fuppofitions bear witnefs to the neceflity of a
Providential Regiment of the parts of the Univerle; that bare Matrer
Motion , and Chance cannot perform this bufinefs , but that there is a:
perfect neceffity of a Regent Principle befides it, which may govern and
difpofe it as the Soul of Man doth his Body: And even that fuppofed
regiment of thefe particular Souls of ¢very Syftem, as they muft needs
have it, if they had it at all, from the inftitution 2nd efficiency of the
Wife God, fo they are all continually influenced from him, and the
whole College of them governed, guided and ordered by him as their
foverelghn Rcﬁgent. ~ '

3. The Third thing that I defign is this, Thatalthough it is im
for any Created Being , or the Operations thereof , to hc%ld a perfegggix?i?
logy or adequate Reprefentation of the Divine Wifdom , Power, and
Providence in the governing of the World, becaufe the Wifdom and
the Ways of Almighty God are unfearchable and paft finding out; the
areof fucha perfection that no Created Being or Operation thereof can bz
a juft Parallel or adequate Refemblance of them ; yet there feems to be
fuch an inftance in the regiment which the Humane Soul exercifeth in
relation to the Body, that with certain corretives and exceptions ma
give fome kind of Explication or Adumbration thereof, whereby thou I)i
:z;: .czu; n}cvcr geta Cl?mpl?e sdea of the Divine Regiment, yet we m%y

ain {uch a notion thereof as may render it evi { i
P y 1t evidently credible, and in

1. The firft a& of the Divine Nature relating to the World and his

admini-
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adminiftration thereof is:an immanent a& : The moft wife counfel and
purpofe of Almighty God terminated in thofe two great tranfeunt or
emanant aéts or works , the works of Creation.and Providence. .. .

The Divine Counfel relating to the work of Creation, is that whereby
he purpofed to make the World, and all the feveral Integrals thereof,
according to that moft excellent Idea or Exemplar which he had defigned

or chofen , accarding to his infinite Wifdom, in thofe feveral ranksand . _

and made. _ . ~ o
" The Divine Counfel relating to his Providence, or Regiment of the
World , feems to confift in thele two things: 1. A purpole of commu-
nication of an unceffant influence of his power and goodnefs for the fup-
port and upholding of things created, according to the feveral effential
ftates and conditions wherein they were made 5 fome being created mare
durable, fome lefs 5 fome in one rank of being or exiftence, fome in
another. 2. A purpofe of inftituting .certain laws, methods, rules,
and efuxes, whereby he intended to order and rule all the things he had
made with the greateft wifdom and congruity, and agcording to the
natures and orders wherein he had created them, S
_ And this is that which I call thelaw, rule, andregiment of Divine
Providence, and feems tobeof two kinds, namely,. general Providence
and fpecial Providénce, ~ . . P L
~ Thegeneral Providence I call that whereby every created Being is gover-

methods, and in that order and ftate whercin they were after created

hed and ordered,according to that eflential, connatural, implanted method, -

rule,and law wherein it was created. And thus the ftate and feveral motions
and influences of the Heavenly Bodies is that general providential law
wherein they wete ereated,and according to which they are governed 5 and
the fufceptibility of thofe influences, and the effeéis thereof, and of that mo-
tion, isthe genetal providential law , whereby other phyfical Beings are
governed in relation thereunto ; the agtivity of the active Elements,and the
paflivenefs of the paflive, the methods and vicifficudes.of generation and
cortuprion,the efficacy of natural caufes,and the proper effects confequential
to them, the natural properties or affe@tions of Bodies:according to their,
feveral conftitutions, as motion ,; alteration; dlcent of light , defcent of.
heavy Bodies, Thefe and the like are the general providential Laws
relating to them. Again, that things indued with fenfe fhould have a
fenfible perception, and certain inftinéts connatural co them, that rational
arid free Agents fhould move rationally and freely. Thele and infinite

" more are the ftanding and ordinary Rules and Laws of general Providence,

and the wile God, who {ees all things from the beginning to the end,
and' therefore can neither be difappointed nor overleen in any of his
Counfels, hath with that great and admirable Wifdom foordered thefe

* Laws of his general Providence, that he thereby governs moft excellently

the World ;- and they are never totally changed, and but rarely altered
in particular , and that only to moft wilcends, andupon moft eminent
occafions. C o e -

And the reafon is, becaufe the Infinite Wildomof God hath fo inftituted
and modelled thofe natural Laws, that they are 4d omnem cvewtum fitted
to the ordinary adminiftration of, the World. When the wifeft Counfel
of Men in the World have with the greateft care, prudence and foreﬁghdq,f

: : ‘ Fa v made
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made Laws, yet frecLuent emergencies happen which they did not, nor
could forefee, and therefore they are ncoel';:rily put upon repeals, cor-
rectives, and fupplements of fuch their Laws: But Almighty God by one
moft fimple forefight forefaw all Events in Nature, and could therefore
fit Laws of Nature that might be proportionate to the things he made,
and not ftand in need of any change in the ordinary adminiftration of. his
Providence. ‘ ‘ ~

The fpecial Providence of God is fo denominated either in relation to
the objects whichare fpecial , or in relation to the acts themfelves.

Special Providence in relation to the objets, is that Providence which
Almighty God exercifeth cither to Man or Angels in relation to theie
everlafting ends, fuch asare Divine Laws and Inftitutions, the Redem-
ption of Menby Chrift Jefus, the Meffage of the Gofpel, and the like,

Special Providence in relation to the acts themfelves, are thofe fpecial
actingsof the Divine Power and Will, whereby He as either in things
natural or moral, notaccording to the Rules of general Providence , but
above, or befides, or againft them: And thefe I call the Imperate Ads
of Divine Providence; whereof in the next place. : _

2. Analogal to the imperate a&s of the Soul upon the Body aré the
imperate actsof Divine Providence, whereby with greateft wiidom and
irrefiftible power He doth mediately or immediately order fome things
out of the tract of ordinary Providence. Foralthough the Divine Wifdom

bath with great ftability fettled the Laws of his general Providence, fo -

that ordinarily. or lightly they are not altered, yet it could never ftand
with the Divine Adminiftration of the World, that He fhould be eter-
nally mancipated to thofe Laws he hath appointed for the ordinary admi-
niftration of the World. Neither is this, if it be rightly confidered,
an infringing of the Law of Nature, fince every created Being is moft
naturally fubject to the Soveraign Will of his Creator; therefore though
He is fometimes pleafed by extraordinary interpofition, and pro imsperia
voluntatis, to alter the ordinary method of natural or voluntary Caufes
and Effects , to interpofe by hisown immediate Power, He violates no
Law of Nature, fince it is the moft natural thing in the World that
every thing fhould obey the Will of him that gave it being, whatever
that Willbe, or however manifefted. .

- Now the Inftances that I fhall give touching thefe ac#us imperati of
Divine fpecial Providence fhall be, 1. In things fimply natural : 2. In things
voluntary or free Agents. ) , _

In things natural we have thefe Inftances of the acws imperati of the
Divine Providence, namely , firft thofe that are real and alfo appearing
Miracles, as Mofeshis Rod turned into a Serpent, our Saviours miraculous
curing of allfortsof Difeafes, and raifing the Dead, and the like : Again,
there are other things, that though they are natural effects, and not in
themfelves apparently miraculous, yet are in truth the adfus imperati of
the Divine Providence; Winds and Storms, Hail and Thunder , and
many the like, are things that arein themfelves natural, yet when they
are in fuch a feafon and fuch a junéture , they may be ‘and are, and
poflibly more often than weare aware , aitus imperari fpecialis providentia:
The Eaft Wind that brought the Locufts, and the Weft Wind that
carried them off from Egyps, Exdd. 10,13, 19, The Eaft Wind th:;

: ‘ ' divid
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dided the Red sca, Exod. 14,21 The Hail char Qew the Canaanirify
Kings , Fob. 10. 12. The Rain and Drought, 1 Kings 18, Ams 4. 7.
Thunder and Lighening, 1 Sam. 13. 18. Yea the very Blaﬁm%, and
Mildew , and Caterpiller, and Palmer-worm, Amos 4. 9. are fent by
God. The ravenoufnefs of a Lion or Bear arenatural to them, yet the
miffion of them upon an extraordinary occafion may be an acfus imperatus
of Divine Providence, 1 Kimgs 14.24. 3 Kings 2. 24. And although
we often attribute as well mifchiefs as deliverances to gc{:idental.natural
Caules, yet many times they are é#us imperasi of the Divine fpecial ‘Pre-
vidence, as much and as really and truly as the motion of my Pen is the
aitus imperatus of my Willat thistime, AR

And if we enquire how thefe things are effected, though it may be
they be fometimes effected by the immediate Fiat of the Divine Will, yet
I have juft reafon to think they are moft ordinarily done by the Miniftra-

- tionof Angels, asthedeftruction of the Hoft of the 4[fyrsans, anddivers

othergreat Exertions of theleimperate acts of Divine Providence. 2fal.
103, His _Angels that excel in firensth, that {lp bis commandements , be.ark—
ning o the woice of his word,  That as the more refined and efficacious
Matter, which we by way of analogy call Spirits, arethe executive In.
fruments of the actus imperati of our Will, fo thefe true and effential
Spirits are ordinarily the immediate Inftruments of the imperate atsof
Divine Providence. : - :

‘And therefore although many times EffeCts purely natural , that have
their Originals meerly by the ordinary courfe of Providence, are ordered

by fpecial Providence unto great and wonderful Events, yetit feemsto -

mevery plain , that there be many natural productions that it may be in
the immediate Caufe, or fecond, or third , may be purely natural , yet
at the farcheft end of the Chain there is an Agent that is not fimply

+ natural (as we ufe to call natural Caufes) but voluntary , fometimes in

the firft production, fometimes in the reftriction, {ometimes in the
direction of them, for otherwife we muft of néceflity make all fuccefles
in the World purely natural and neceffary, and Almighty God would be
mancipated to the Fatality of Caufes, and to that Natural Law which he
gaveat firft, and Prayers and Invocation upon Him ‘incafe of any cala-
mity would be unufeful and ineffeétual. - T L
And therefore though Almighty God do not create a Wind for every
emergent occafion, but the Wind is a Vapour breaking out of the Earth,
yet the Miniftration of an Angel may reftrain, open, excite », direct or
guide that Vapour o the fulfilling of thofe imperate aéts of Divine fpecial
Regiment. ~ And itisobfervable, that although the regular part of Nature
isleldom varied , but ordinarily keeps its conttant tract, as the Motions of
the Heavenly Bodies, yet the Meteors, as the Winds; Rain, Snow,
Thunder , Exhalations’, and the like, which arein themfelves moreun.
flable, and lefs mancipated to ftared and regular motions), are oftentimes
employed in the World to very various ends , and in very various methods
of the fpecial Divine Providence. Lo a0 T
And hence the Winds and Stcrms are ftiled in a peculiar manner , #winds
and florms fulfilling his will, Plal. 148. And, He bringesh his winds owt of
bis treafury , Pfal. 134, And again, Hath the raina Father, and who begot

the drops of dew ¢ Job 38.28. And again, Can any of the vanitiesof g/lze
Gentiles

|
|
|
|
|
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Gentiles give rain? Jer.14.23. - Thusthe wife God,, who doth nothing
vainly or unneceffarily, “por infringeth the more conftant Laws of Nature,
when thofe parts thereof that are more anomalous, and more eafily appli-
cable to his imperate aéts and ends of Providence may ferve, more
ordinarily chufeth thofe parts of Nature to execute his fpecial Providences,
that may do it without any great fracture of the more ftable and fixed
parts of Nature, or the infringment of the Laws thereof. . :

~ Again, as the Empire of the Divine Will doth exercife itsimperate
adtsin theMethods of fpecial Providence upon things fimply in themfelves
natural, fo it doth upon Agents or Natures intellectual and frec: Some-
times immediately by Him(elf, fometimes by theInftrumentality of Angels

- or propofed Objeéts.

~ This Exercile of the imperate A&s of the Divine Providence may be
upon the Underftanding or Will. I

“Upon the Underftanding principally thefe ways, 1. By immediate
afflatus-, or impreffion, as anciently was vifual in prophetick In(pirations,
2. By conviétion of fome Truths, and this may be either by a ftrong and
over-bearing prefenting of them to the Underftanding with that light and
evidence, that it is under a kind of neceffity of believing them, which
was often feen in the primitive times of Chriftianity, wherein God was
{»lleafed many times irrefiftibly , and by immediate overpowering the

nderftanding by the powerful impreffion of the Objeét or Fruth pro-

pounded, to conquer as it were the Underftanding into an affent.  Or,

3. By advancing and enlightning the underftanding Faculty with a fuper-
added light and perception , whereby it was enabled to dilcern the truth
of things delivered : For as the Underftanding receives fome Truths
propofed by reafon of the congruity between the Faculty and the Object,
as the Eye fees fome vifible Objects by reafon of the congruity between
itand them; fo the reafon why it perceives not 4ll Objeéts of Truthis
becaufe of fome defe@ of the Faculty, whereby it holds not a full and
perfec congruity with them , either by reafon of the remotenefs or fub-
limity of the Obje&t, or fome deficiency of light in the Faculty ,” which

 isaided by the Collyrium of the Divine Affiftance, Rev.2. Orelfe, 3. By

‘the Will, infle@ting.and perfwading it to this or thatgood : Itdiffers from

fome extraordinary concomitant moral evidence 5 fuch was that of the
Miracles of our Saviour and his Apoftles, the Seals and Credentials of the
Truths they delivered : And as thus the imperate aéts of the Divine fpecial
Providence are exercifed upon the Underftanding, fo they areexercilfed
upon the Will , and that either immediately or mediately, :
Fmmediately, 1. By an immediate determining of the Will : For al-
though the Will be naturally free, yet it is naturally and eflentially fubject
to the imperium divine voluntatis, when He is pleafed to exercife that
empire upon it: This although he rarely doth, yet he may do it, and
fometimes doth it irrefiftibly , determining the Will to chufe this or that
good ; and yet this withourt ‘any fuch force or violence as is fimply contrary
to the nature of ity . becaufe as there is no Power in the World but owes
moft naturally an obediential fubjecion to the Lord of Nature, fo even
the Will it felf is naturally and effentially fubjeét to the determination of
the Lordand Author of it.” 2. By immediate inclining and infle&ingictc
determin of it felf: This is that fecret ftriving of the Spiritof God with

the
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the former way becaufe that it is irrefiftible, this though potent yet in its
own nature refiftible by the Will of Man , ¢hough it many times prevails
by its efficacy. . Gen. 6.3. Eph.g.30. o
" Again, 2. Sometimes it 15 done Mediately mere bumano , and yet not
without the mediate fpecial Empire and Regiment of the Divine Will :
and thus it is done two ways, viz. 1. By an irrefiftible, or at l‘eaﬁ power-
fal conviction of the Underftanding that the thing in propofal is fit and
neceffary to be done or omitted ; for although fome think that the Will
hath a power of choofing or refufing or fufpending , notwithftanding
the final decifion of the practical Underftanding, yet certain weare that
ordinarily and when the Will acts as a Rational faculty, it is or ought
1o be determined by the laft decifion of the practical llndcj.rﬁanding; and
2. By propoﬁng Moral obje@s that do more lmm_am guide tl_le Will to
determine it felf accordingly ; and thefe are various, fometimes Inter-
vention, Perfwafion, or Examples of others, and fometimes even the.
junctures of Natural occurrences. For, as I fhall have occafion to fhew,
and is partly teuched before, even the Natural occurrences of things
are under the guidance and condué of the Divine Providence, even when
to us they feem to be either Accidental , or to be the meer produét of
Natural Caufes. - A

‘And furely if we fhould deny the intervention of Imperate Ads of
Divine Providence in relation to actions Natural or Moral that appear
inthe World, we fhould exclude his Regiment of the World in a great
meafure , and chain up all things to a fatal neceffity of Second Caufes
and allow at moft to the glorious God a bare profpe&t or prefcience o
things that are or fhall be done, without any other Regency of things
but meerly according to the inftituted nature and operations of things.
And thus far of the Imperate Ad&s of the Divine Providence. Only this
farther I muft fubjoyn as a certain truth, That neither the Empire of the
Divine Providence, or his mediate or immediate determinations, per-
{wafions or inflexions of the Underftanding or Will of Rational Creatures
doth either naturally, morally, or intentionally deceive theUnderftanding,
or pervert the Will, or neceffitate or incline either to any falfhood or
moral evil. S o

3. The third Analogy that is between the regiment of the Soul over
the Body and the Divine regiment of the Univeric, is in relation to the
aéts of general Providence, or thatordinary Law wherein Almighty God
governs ordinarily the Univerfe and the things in it, without the par-
ticular mixture of thofe that 1 have called the Imperate A&s of fpecial
Providence, which feems to confift of two parts: 1. The inflitucion of
certain common Laws or Rules for all created Beings, which (without a
fpecial intervention of his Will toalteror change) they thould regularly
obferve ; as that the Heavenly Bodies fhould have fuch Motions and In-
fluences, that the Inferiour or Elementary World fhould have its feveral
Mixtures and Tranfmutations by the application of the aéive principles
and particles in it to Paffives, and by the virtue of the Heavenly Mo-
tions and Influcnces : That there fhould be vicifficudes of generations
and corruptions; that Vegetables fhould have the operation of vital vege-
tation, increafe, duration and produétions according to their feveral
kinds; that Senfible Natures fhould enjoy a life of Senfe , and thofe feveral

powers
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« Empire of his own Will, and not from a determination of the Divine
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rovinces and parts thereof :  Secondly, in the imperate als of the Souls
regency of the Body and the Compefitwm :  She cannot in the Body work
immediately without the inftrumentality of the intermediate animal and
vital Spirits : Butin the imperate aés of the fpecial Divine Providence
“though we may juftly think he doth moft ordinarily ufe the minittry of
thofe noble natures called Angels, yet he may and oftentimes doth by the
immediate Fiat of his own Will exercife thele imperate acts of (pecial
Providence for his Power is infinitg, and all Beingsare in an immediate
obedience and fubjection to it.

3. The Soul canaot by its own Will exercile any immediate imperate
at upon thofe natural and involuntary operations which yet are exer-
cifed by an influx fromits indeed it may ftarve and deftroy the Body by
its Empire , and thereby confequently impede and determine thofe natu-
ral and involuntary operations , yet it cannot by its Intention or Empire
prohibit or fufpend their excrcile, the natural means being allowed and
prefent ;_it cannot effectually prohibit the Heart not to move, or the Blood
not to circulate, or the Ventricle not to digeft: But it is otherwife with
the Regent and regiment of the Werld ; even thofe things wherein he
hath fet a fixed Law, which b{l virtue of the common influence of the
Divine Power and Goodnefs they obferve and follow , are fubjedt ro
the Empire of his fpecial Providenceand the imperate aéts thereof. And
this is evident. in that Adminiftration of fpecial Providence which is
miraculous 5 he commanded the Fire not to burn , ftopped the mouths
- and appetites of Lions, and prohibited the natural operation and agency
of Natural Caufes. ~ 2. In all the {pecial Providences that are exercifed
inthe World , though they do not vifibly appear to us to be mirgculous,
yet they moft certainly are governed by the imperium of fpecial Divine
Providence, whereby it fometimes excites fecond Caules to production
of Effe@ts which being thus excited they naturally produce; fometimes
impeding them, fometimes diverting them, {fometimes direting them ,
fometimes by contemperation , or uniting other more active or contrary
Caufes allaying or enforcing them : and although it may be the interpo-
fition of the Divine smperinm or {pecial Providence be not immediately
the immediate antecedent Caule, but it may be the third, the fourth, the
§ tenth, the twentieth Caufe diftant from the Effect. Nay though poffi-

‘bly the conjunétion of the immediate imperium Providentie be with the
Firft Mover in Nature, the Heavenly, Athereal, or Fiery Influx , yet the
regiment of the Divine Providence is as full and infallible in relation to

Regiment. . . . : e . ; A
. . & the imperate regiment of the Effe&, asif it were immediately joyned to
But though the contemplation of the regiment of the Soul over the ¢ v y Joy

Body hath given fome analogical explication of the Divine Providence j the de ;g{r{ed_E ¢: So that the Moral of that Poetical ﬁ?g’“ », that the
in the Government of the World, yet as this Analogy is but imperfed, uppermiolt Link of all the ferées of fubordinate Caufes is faftned to Fupi-

he Divine Regi £ the World 1s infinitel i - s Chair, gnifies a ufeful truth; Almighty God doth as owerfully
:'ule ‘g’ o‘:‘: ei%ége:lhta?u :h: e Oirme:'xst lgf ‘t‘;l‘: %’:&;":V‘gr‘ :h,e ‘I’s’g(;" PO%"}‘I; govern and dirett when he pleafeth , and how he pleafeth , all fubordinate
max’zy thingps this Analogy by % o neans holds: For inftance ]X Pe Soul Caufes and Effects, asthe Soul governs the motion of the Mulcle or Limb

- ‘ . ; 200 by thofe ftrings of the Nerve which are rooted in the Brain,
doth what it doth in the Body, though by a kind of efficiency, yet it is ; . A : :
but a fubordinate efficient , and vicarious and inftrumental in the hands 4 Again, the regiment of the Soul over the Body is the regiment of

. . ; X the more active part over the more paffive, though both making one Com-
(t)li tg‘: A[h‘nl%h:yb;' v{gl:)cﬁ.:;tn_hag}sendped ‘hefs"ill \g(x)gh th[‘)s e‘Xl"gY)’?tfo pefitsm; but thepregiment of AlmE:ghty God ovgr the World B ot as 4

e Soul is but his fubftitute in this regiment of the Body ; but Almsghty . . : g : )
God is the fupreme Rector of the World, and of all thofe part of i, or as a Form or Soul informing i, but as & Rector or Go

ubordinate vernour, difting, feparate, and effentially differing from ity his regiment
provinces . A Biment

Swers or faculties of Senfation, Phantafic, Memory, Appetition, Di.
geftiod, Local Motion, Genération, and thofe feveral inftinéts whereby
they fhould be managed and govérned according to the conveniencies of 3
fenfirive nature: That the Rational Naturefhould have thofe Faculties of 2
Senfitive Nature,and fuperadded to it the Faculties of Intellet, Realon and-
Will , whereby it might govern it felf as a reafonable frec Agent, and
deterinine it {clf to this or that ation. And thefe are the inttituted Laws
of the Divine common Providence. _ )

2. A continued influx of the Divine Goodnefs , whereby things are
upheld and continued in their ftate of being according to this Law of their
Creation : And by virtue of both thefe acts of common divine Provi-
dence all things are enabled to a¢t and operate according to the Laws of
their being , without the neceffity of any new individual concurrent act
of fpecial Providence producing , direéting , or determining their feveral
operations. And hence it is that the Will of man by the infticuted Law |8
of his Creation , and the common Influence of the Divine goodnels and 8
power is enabled to aét as a reafonable Creature, to determine it felf, and
to govern its proper actions according to the Law of hisCreation, with-
out any particular, fpecificating , concurrent, new imperate act of the
Divine fpeciad Providence to every particular determination of his Will:
Even as the continued influx of the realonable Soul enables thofe Facul-
ties which we call Natural or Involuntary , without new deliberation,
purpofe or counfel to every new aét thereof: And by this means the World
1sinanordinary courle of Providence governed according to thofe ftanding
fixed Laws given to the Univerfe and the feveral parts thereof by the Di-
vine Will, wherein it is fupported by the common influx and prefence of
the Divine power and goodnefs, _ :

And this is that which being duly confidered extricateth that Queftion B
which hath fo much troubled the World, concerning the finful ads of
men, and how far forth the glorious God is at all concerned in them.
Certainly the imperate aéts of his Bleffed Will have nothing to do to
enforce or neceffitate the Will of man to any fin, it is far from the purity |
of his Glorious Nature: But the general Law of his Providence is only
thus far concerned in it , That he hath madeMan an intelligent and free
Agent, put him into the power of his swn Will , but yet fub gravicre
imperio, to reftrain its atings, if he pleafe, by his {pecial Providence;
and Man in this ftate of his liberty, when he doth fin, fins from the
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of the World in this refpect not {o much refembling the regiment of the

Soul over the Body, which together with it make one compounded Nj.

ture; as the regiment of the Mafter or Rector over the Ship, or the
iment of a King ever his Subjects. _ ,

And thus I have gone through the Speculative confideration of the
Divine Providence refulting from the contemplation of a Souls regj,
ment of the Body, wherein Fhave been the longer, becaufe the contem.
plation of the Divine Providence is a Subject that delights me, and Iam
contented to dwell upon it as much as I may, and to take up this or any
the like occafion to lead me to the contemplation of it.

And thus far touching the Ulefulne(s of the Contemplation of the
Humane Nature , in relation to truths Speculative. ‘

II. The Ufefulnefs of it in relation to matters Practical , wherein 1
fhall be fhorter. This Contemplation hath thefe ufeful Advantages,
mamely , 1. Phyfical; 2. Moral ; 3. Theological or Divine,

1. For Phyfical, by which I mean that pra&ical part of Phyfical know-

ledge that is called Medicinal. The due confideration and knowledge

of the ftructure, fabrick and parts of the Humane Body is neceffarily con.
ducible to that excellent Faculty for the prefervation of life and health,
no one thing being more conducible to the advance and perfeion of that
Science or Faculty than the knowledge of the Humane Body, wherein
the Experience of Anatomy and diffeétion , and the Obfervations of the
ancient and modern Phyficians hath given a large evidence and tefti-
mony. - L

z.y The aoral Pradtical confequences deducible from the knowledge
of the Humane nature are many and ufeful.  For inftance, when I con-
fider the admirable Frame of the Humane Nature , made by the Wifdom,
and according to the Image of the Glorious God, 1. How careful fhould
it make me that I do not injure that goodly Structure in others, by
offering violence to the life of another, or to corrupt him either by evil
example or evil counfels ¢ 2. How careful fhould it make me in relation
to my felf, not to embafe that excellent Frame either of my Body or Soul,
or both, intothe image of a Brute by fenfuality, luxury, or intemperance
or into the image of a Devil, by malice, envy, or irreligion © How care-
ful fhould it make me to improve and ennoble thofe exce!lent and com-

prehenfive faculties of my Underftanding and Will with fuch Objeds a5~
are worthy to be knownand defired 2 The intellectual Facultyis agoodly [
field, capable of great improvement, and it is the worft husbandry in -

the world to fow it with trifles or impertinencies , -or to let it Iye fallow
without any leed at all. o , I
- 3. The Theolsgical ufes that arife from the knowledge of our felves arc
great and many, When I confider the admirable Frame of my Body,
made up in that elegant, ftately, and ufeful compofure; and when I con-
fider the ufefulnefs, amplitude, and noblenefs of my Faculties, an Under-
ftanding capable of the knowledge of all things neceflary for me to know,
accommodate and fitted to the perception and intellection ( though not
to the full comprehenfion) of a World full of varietyand excellency; of
aGod full of all conceivable perfection and goodnefs; a Memory able to
retain the notions of what I underftand, a Will endued with freedom,
whereby I am a fubordinate Lord of all my acions, and endued with a

: con-

Cap. 1. De Homine.

43

natural propenfion and appetite unto rational good 5 Reafon and Con-
Eggnce to ggidep and direct mipin all the enquiries and actions cf my life 5
and befides all this, a Soul, the ftock and root of all thofe Faculties,
endued with immortality, and capable of everlafting bleflednefs: When
I confider that this Soul of mine is not only endued with faculties admi-
rably fitted to the life of Senfe which I enjoy in this World, but find in
it certain fecret connatural rudiments of goodnefs and virtue, and a con-
natural defire and endeavour after a ftate of immortal happinefs. - And
when I confider that this Frame both of Body and Soul had its primitive
origination immediately from the great Creator of all things; and al-
though my own immediate origination was from my Parents, yet that
very produétive virtue was implanted in the primitive Nature by Al-
mighty God , and the derivation of the fame {pecifical Nuture to me
was by virtue of his original Inftitution and Benediétion, and by virtue
thereof that excellency and perfection of Humane Nature in'its eflential
which was firft formed by the glorious God, is handed over to me, abating
only thofe decays which Sin brought into my nature: I fay, when I
deeply and intimately confider thefe things, T capnot but be fenfible
that that Being from whom I thus derive this being., and fuch a being,
is amoft wife, powerful and bountiful Being , that could thus frame the
Humane Nature, and thus freely beftow and confer this conftitution
upon me. 2. And upon this enfe of his Wifdom , Power and Goodnefs,
I muft needs entertain it with all imaginable admiration of it, and with
all poflible gratitude, for {0 great and [o free a gift. = 3. And confequently
I cannot choofe but exercile the choiceft affections I have towards him,
of reverence and fear of his Greatnefs and Majefty, of dependance and
reft upon his Power and Goodnefs, of love to the excellency of his Ef-
’fential Perfeétion and Communicative Goodnels and Beneficence. 4. And

"confequently of entire fubjedtion unto him that upon all the rights ima-

ginable hath the moft juft fovereignty over me. §. And confequently
of all due inquifitivenefs what is the Will and good pleafure of that God
that Towe fo much gratitude, love and fubjection to, that I may ferve
and pleafe him, 6. A refolved, entire, hearty obedience of that Will

-of his in all things ; thereby to teftifie to him my lovc(:i N Eratitude, and

fubjection. - 7. An external manifeftation to Men and Angels of that
internal love and gratitude I owe him by continual praife and thankf-
giving to him, invocation of him, reverence of him, and all thofe
aéts of Religion, Duty and Obedience which are the natural Proceed of
that internal frame of my Soul towards him. 8. A conftant defire of
my Soul to enjoy as much of this bountiful glorious bleffed Being , as it
is poffible for my nature to be capable of. 9. And becaufe my eftate and
condition in this life is but a ftate of mortality , and a temporal life; an
earncft endeavour to have my everlafting Soul fitted and qualified to be
an everlafting partaker of his prefence and goodoefs in a ftate of nearer
union to him and fruition of him, - in that future life of glory and im-
mortality. 10, And confequently abundance of circumipection, care
and vigilance that I fo behave my felf in this ftate of probation here,
that T neither lofe his favour from whom I expet this happine(s, nor
render my felf unwerthy, uafit, or uncapable to enjoy it.

- And thus this deep, ferious, and comp&ehenﬁve Confideration of ;)ur.

‘ 2 : elvey
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felves and the Humane Nature in its juft latitude, doth not run out barely
into Notions and Speculations, but is operative and practical 5 teacheth
a man Virtue and Goodnefs and Religion and Piety, as well as Know-
ledge, and is operative to make 2 man fuch as it teacheth him to be ; per-
fe@s his nature , enricheth it with practical as well as fpeculative habits,
and fits and moulds and accommodates a man to a conformity to the End
of his being. -

‘And thele be the Reafons that have efpecially put me upon the fearch
and enquiry into this Subje&t, MAN.

.1 am not without excellent helps and patterns in this Inquiry, nor
without the due fruits and effe@s that it hath had upon the Minds of them

- that have been exercifed in it,

Galen, though he fpoke darkly and doubtfully of theSoul, being defti-
tute of much of that light which we now have, yet upen the bare con-
templation of the ftruture of the Body and the parts thereof, in that
excellent Book of his De Ufu Partium , relolves the whole Oeconomy
thereof into the Power,Wifdom, Goodnefs, and Efficiency of the Glorious

' God ; and is tranfported both with the admiration of the Divine Wildom

appearing therein, and with indignation againft the perverfnefs and ftupi-
dity of Epicurss and his difciples ; which would atcribute this one Phaeno-

.menon to Chance. '

And had be, or fhould any elfe apply himflf to the fearch of that
Intellectual Principle in Man, his Soul, he will find a greater evidence
of the Divine Wifdom, Goodnefs and Power; as will eafily appearin a
little confideration thereof. : : .

| | CAP. IL |
Touching the Excellency of the Humane Nature in genéral.

ALthough 1 intend a more diftin@® Confideration of the Humane
‘Nature, and the Faculties of the Humane Soul, and the Parts of the
Humane Body, yet it may be neceffary before we come to the difcuffion of
the origination of Mankind, to premile fomething concerning the Nature

of Mankind, and its preheminence and excellence above all other fublu- -

nary Creatures, that wemay havea little raft touching that Being whole
origination we inquire. This Confideration will be of ufe tous in the
enquiry touching the origination of Man; to evidence, that neither
Chance nor furd or inanimate Nature could be the Efficient of fuch 2
Being, but a moft Wife, Powerful, and Excellent Author thereof,

I fhall not at large difcufs thofe Faculties and Organs which he hath
in common with Vegetables and Brutes, but thofe only that belong to him
fpecifically asMan " and thofe alfo bus briefly. - o

The Corporeal Beings of this lower World are divided into thefe two
ranks or kinds 5 fuch as are Inanimate or not living, and fuch as are
Animate or living. ‘ e

" Life, according to <Ariffetle in 1. De Amima, ¢ap, 1, is defcribed %{ its
: e
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effedts , iz, Nutritto, é* anctio, & dir.)x‘inutio que per [eipfums fit 3 and the
Joweft rank of fuch things as have life are Vegetables: for though Mi-
nerals have a kind of analogx;:al nutrition and augmentation, yet itis{uch
a5 ordinarily o fit per feipla, but rather by acceftion and digeftion from
external Principles and coagmentation. ) ,

The Principle from whence this Life flows in all Corporeal Natures
that have it, is that which they call Anima , or at leaft vis  Animaftica.
The Faculties or Operations of this Anrima vegesabilis are thefe; 1. -
traitio alimemti @ 2. Fermentatio & affimilatio nutrimenti fic attralli in
fuccum [fibi congenmerem: 3. Digeftio , vel difperfio alimenti fic affimilati in
diver[us partes individui vegetabilis :
lis, éx univne & confolidatione fucct wegetabilis diverfis partibus individui,
§. Conformatio bujufmodi particularum unitarum [pecifice nature ejufdem in-
dividui cujws € augmentatio s ut i trunco, ramis, cortice, fibris, foliis,
fruitn, &c. 6. Seminificatio ¢ propagatio ex [emine vel partibus [emina-
Jibus. 1. Attradion of aliment: 2, Fermentation and aflimilation of
the nourifhment fo attracted , into a juice of the fame kind with it felf :
3. Digeftion , or difperfion of the aliment (o affimilated into the divers

arts of the vegetable individual : 4. Augmentation of the vegetable
individual, from the union and confolidation of the vegetable juice. to
the divers parts of the individual : 5. The conformation of thefe united
particles, to thefpecifical nature of the fame Individual, which is aug-
mentation ; as in the trunk of a Tree, the bark, fibres, leaves, and fruit:
6. Seminification and propagation from the feed or feminal parts. Thele
feem to be the procefs of the Vegetable Natirre, Soul, and Life.

2. The next rank of living Creatures is that which hath not only a
vegetable life , and a vegerable principle of life, but hath allo {uperadded
2 life of fenfe, and a fenfitive Soul or Principle of that life of Senfe,
which neverthelefs as oite ]
the vegetable as fenfitive life: o _

And this nature 1. Includes all thofe powers and faculties of the
Vegetable Nature, as Attraétion, Affimilation , Digeftion, Augmen-
tation, Conformation, and Propagation or Seminification. .

2. Itincludesthem ina far more curious, elegant, and perfe manner,
at leaft in the more perfe¢t Animals. As for nftance, the firft affimi-
lation of the attracted nourifhment in Vegetables converts it intoa watry
humor or juices but the affimilation thereof in Animals reifies this
alimental juice into Chyle, and then iato Blood : The' propagation of
Vegetables is without diftinétion of Sexes, but that of Animals ulually
with diftinéion of Sexes; and many morc fuch advances hath the animal
nature above the vegetable in thofe faculties or operations which for the
main arecommon toboth. . Ce :

* 3. It fuperadds a greater and higher perfeétion to the animal nature;
by communicating to it certain eflential Faculries and Powers that the
vegetable nature hathnot: And thofeare thele; o L

1. Senfe. ltistrue, that Campamella in his Book De Senfis revum and
fome others that have written de Perceptione [ubfiantie, attribute a kind
of Senfe to all created Beings , and therefore much more to thofe that have
avegetable life: And in {ome Vegetables we fee fomething that carrics

akind of analogy to Senfc; they contra& their leaves again(t the cc})ld,
S , they

4. Augmentatio individui vegetabi- .

pecifical Principle exerts the acts as weil of
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they open them to the favourable heat 5 they provide teguments for them-
felves and their feeds againft the injury of the weather, as their cortices,
thells ; and membranes; they feem to be carried with a complacency in
the propagation of their kinds as well as Brutes, and therefore many of
them being impeded therein , they germinate again, though later in the
year: -And fome Plants feem to have the fenfe of Touch, asin the Sen-
fitive Plant and fome others, which feems to be an advance of the Vege-
table Nature to the very confines, or a kind of contiguity to the loweft
degree of thole Animals that are reckoned in the rank of Senfibles.

“But this notwithftanding we deny a real and true fenfe to Vegetables,
indeed , they havea kind of umbra Senfws, a fhadow of Senfe, aswe fhall
hereafter obferve, that Senfibles have a kind of wmbra Rationis, a (hadow
of Reafon, but it is only a thadow thereof, 2. There are allo in their
natures by the wife God of Nature implanted even in their vegetable

natures certain paffive Strictures or Signatures of thar Wifdom which [

hath made and ordered all things with the higheft realon, even the leaft
inconfiderable Herb 5 and thefe Signatures are bound to their natures by
certain connatural inftin&s planted in thems bue fill they want the
a&ive principle of Senfe in them. o ST

Now this Senfe or Senfitive Faculty in Animals is of two kinds; the
external Senfes, and the internal. The external Senfes are five, all which
belong to the more perfect Animals; and that of the Soul to all Animals,
viz. Seeing , Hearing, Tafting, Smelling, and Touching.

And it 15 admirable to confider that the great Lord of Nature hath o

difpofed of fenfible Beings , that although (for ought we know) there
may be many more impreffions or motions of external Bodies that we
know not by their communication unto Senfe, becaufe we have not Fa-
culties receptive of them. ~Yet the Faculties of the five Senfes are ade-
quate and proportioned to all thofe impreffions of Obje¢ts from with-
eut that are conducible to the ufe and well-being of Animals in a fenfible
ftation or nature, ‘ v :
- The internal Senfes are of two kinds, viz. 1. Such as concern per-
ception of Objects: 2. Such as concern the metion to them as ufeful, or
from them as noxious. . . A EERTE _
Tholt of the firft fort have fome adumbration of the Rational Nature,
as Vegetables have of the Senfible , and they feem to be thefe; the Com-
mon Senfe, the Phantafie, the Eftimative Faculty , and the Memory.

"The Common Senfe, or Cammsne Senforinm, which receives the feveral B8

reports of the feveral Senfes by their feveral Nerves into that common
receptacle or feat of this ufeful office, the Brain; where it diftinguitheth
the Objeéts of the feveral Senfories. L S

The Phantafie, that in a way unfearchable unto us, 1. Creates the
the Images of the things delivered from the {everal Senfes to the Commune
Senforiwm: 2. Compounds thofe Images into fome things not unlike
Propofitions, though confufedly and indiftinétly : 3. Makes particular
applications of them one to another, though fhill darkly and confuledly,
whereby it excites the Appetite either to profecure their attainment, or
fly from them. : : h B

The Eftimative Faculty, which is indeed no other than the laft ope-
ration or compofition of the Phantafic before-mentioned , whc:ebydi:

. o concludes

" analogy to the Will in the Reafona
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concludes that this isa fenfible good or a fenfible evil, that itis attainable or
feafible, or not attainable ; that though it be good , yet fometimes it isnot
fafe to be atrempted by reafon of the impendence of a greater ("gnﬁble evil.
This feems to be the dark and confufed thadow of the decifion of the

ractical Intellet in Man. , .

The Memory, which is an impreffion of the Image of fome fenfible
Objeé made by the Phantafie , which remains ['omp time a_;fter the im-

relTion, and by the return of a like Object again 15 fometimes revived
and reinforced : But how this Image is made , where it is imprinted,
how conferved , arc things we cannot at all ateain the knowledge of 5
they are wonderfull, though common effeéts of s moft wife and ftupen-

Jious Wifdom and Power that hath thus conftituted even the Faculties

of the Animal Nature: Only it feems to me that thefe Jmages are not
made in the Brain it {elf, as the Pencil of a Painter or Engraver makes
the Image in the Table or Metal, but are imprinted in a wonderﬁ}ll me:
thod in the very Soul it {elf: For it is plain that Sounds and Voices are
remembred, and yet no real configurations are poffible to be made thereof

in the Brain ; for what Image can there be of a Sound ¢

Now as to that Faculty or thofe Faculries that concern the putfuit or
flight of what is thus propounded by the Phantafie or Eftimative Faculty,
they are generally two : The L/Ilbgetitw naturalis, which bears fome

le Nature; and the aéts thereof arg

cither profecution of the Senfible Object propounded , if prefented by the
Phantafie and Eftimative Faculty as good; ot elfe averfation from it, if
prelented as evil. : o ) .
" This is the Faculty of Empire ot Command , forin conformity to the
determination of the Appetite the motion of the Body follows.

* The other Faculties that concern purfuit or averfation, are the Pal

fions, the Satellites appetitus, fexving eithey in the profecution of the good
propounded , as Love, Defire, ¢re. or in oppofition of the evil prelented,
as Anger, Revenge, &e. - S

And thus far touching thie Senfes in Animals, both External and In-
ternal, , o
2. The fecond fuperadded prelation of the fenfible nature above the
vegetable is the faculty and exercife of animal and local motion , whereas
Vegetables have naturally no other motion but that whichis dq:termx'ncd
and natural, and what'is within it felf; as the motion of Attraction,
Digeftion, Noyrithment, Augmentation and Increafe. Animals have the
faculty and power of animal motion; which hath thefe a_cc,c.fﬁo.ns , 1. Ie
is or may be fpontaneous; for thoughthe objedt moves ovjectively, yet
the faculty or power moves 4b intvinfeco, and {pongancoufly. 2. Itmoves
the parts fpontancoufly, the Leg, the Eye, che Ear or any other part,
which cannot be done by Vegetables. 3. Again, it can move the whole
Compofitam from one b to another (at leaft inall Animals excepe thole
that are almoft in the nature of Plants, called Zoophyta or Plantanimalis)
which cannot be done by Plants, who are mancipated and fixed to the
place of their ftation or growth, unlefs removed by an cxtrinfecal
agent, o '

3. The third fuperadded advantage of Animals is their Inftinés, It

is true, Vegetables have their inftinéts radicated in their patyre, 35 we

have
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have before obferved ; yea even things Inanimate Have certain fimple
ftinéts, as in the motions of alcent ot light bodies; and defcent of %e w
bodies: But the inftinéts of Animals are fenfible inftin&s of a m;i)vy
noble kind and nature than thofe of Vegetables, and fuch. as feem :C
favour more of an active principle; as fagacity of Brutes in t'aking the‘Q
prey,h det’fsndmgf th;m_(‘clves, Pm[:’i(%ciing againit the inclemency of d:;
weather , care for their young, buildi i infini
e oot r{le. 2, ng their nefts, and infinite more,

Thele are the {uperadded Faculties of the Animal Nature ; and pro
portionate and accommodate to their faculties are their organ’izationz of
their Bodies. And in as much as there is great varieties in the tempera:
ments, difpofitions, faculties and ules of feveral Animals of fevetal k{i)nd .
their organizations are not only fitted to the common natures, ufes anS&
powers of fenfible Creatures, but every feveral species hath its feveral ac
commodation as well of his Organs as of his Faculties to the exizen s
ufe ;gd cogvcnlel?ce off his proper fpecifical nature, Benes

.Thus the ranks of the vegetable perfe@tions ar only i
within the rank of fenfible Beings , bgt thefe have ;rg;)ttero;gfegicol:g ?g
what is common to both, and fuperadditions of other more noble Facul
ties and Organs not communicable to the former, The Vegetable Na;ur"
is indeed like a curious Engin but it hath but fome fimple and fin le
motions, like a Watch that gives the hour of the day, or a Troc%e:
with one Wheel: But the Animal Nature is like an En’gin that hath
greater compofition of Wheels, and more variety of motions and azf
pearances ; as one of the compound Engins of «Archimedes, or aspa
Watch, that befides the hour of the day gives the day of the month the
age of the Moon , the place of the Sun in the Zodiack, “and other curious
Motions wrought by multiplication of Wheels, B

Now touching the Senfitive Natures, there have been two extreme
opinions, both of them extremely contrary one to another, ‘and yet both
of them, asthey are delivered by their Authors, untrue. ’ ’ '

1. That Opinion thatdeprefleth the natures of fenfible Creatures below

their juft value and eftimate, rendring them no more b 1 :
nifims or Artificial Engins; fuch as v%cre Archytas his IgtoS?:re %g&sg«:;-
tanus his wooden Eagle, or walchius his iron Spider: that th’ey have no
vital Principle of all their various Motions but the meer modifications of
Matter, or at leaft the elementary Fire mingled with their other Matter s
that they have no other form or internal principle of Life, Motion, or Senle
but that whichis relative and refults from the difpofition , texture,, orga-
nization and compofition of their feveral Limbs, Members or Or ags-
This fancy began by Des Cartes in his Fundamenta Phyfica, and hathgbeér;
followed and improved by fome of his admirers, and particularly much
favoured by Honoratws Faber in his Book De Generatione Animalinm ; and
herein they think they have given a fair folution to all the Phewomens of

theSenfitive Nature, and given a fair prelation to the Soul of Man, which’

they agree to be a fubftantial Principle of humane a&ions : *But i ‘
thefe they have been dilappointed; for this fuppoﬁtionofssi‘t glisx?etsux]l:to t:}t1
all a tolerable explication of the Phensmens of feafe and animal motions,
fo if it did, it would eafily adminifter toa little more confidence and bold-
gefs, a temptation to refolve all the Motions of the reafonable Soul into

the
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the like fuppofition only by advancing the Engin or Automaton bumai-
yum into @ more curious z}nd comp_hcatf_:d conftitution: For he’th;u: can
once fuppofe that the various quxﬁcanens of Matter and Motion, and
the due organization of the Bodies of Brutes can produce the admirable
operations of Senfe, Phantaﬁe,_ Mecmory, Appetite, aqd all thofe inftinés
which we find in Brutess is in a fair way of refolving the operation of
the Reafonable Nature into the like fuppofition , only by fuppofing the
organization of the latter fomewhat more curioufly and exactly difpofed
and ordered as much above that of Brutes , as theirs is above that of Ve-
getables. It is true,the organization of the humane and animal Body, with
sccommodation to their feveral functions and offices, is certainly fitted
with the moft curious and exa& Mechanifm imaginable; as appears by
the ftructure of the Heart, the Lungs, the Brain, the Tongue, the Hand,the
Nerves, the Mulcles and all other parts, and the feveral orders and methods
of their motions and adaptations to their feveral offices, and the exercife
by them of thofe Faculties to whole fervice they are configned : This
muft needs be acknowledged by every man that obferves them , or that
rakes the pains to read the Tracts of thofe that have written of them
and efpecially Galen his divine Book De Uju Partium , Des Cartes dnd Fa-
britius concerning the firucture of the Eye, the fame Fabritius and Steno
De mots Mufewlorsm , and divers others.

But that the Principle that fets on'work thefe Organs, and worketh
by them, is nothing elle but the modification of Matter, or the natural
motion thereof thus or thus pofited or difpofed , or the bare conformationt
of the Organs, or the inclufion and expanfion of any natural inanimate
particles of elementary Fire, is moft apparently falfe, evento the view of
any that obferves or confiders impartially. '

It is impoffible to refolve Perception, Phantafie, Memory, the fagaci-
ties and inftinéts of Brutes, the {pontaneoufefs of many of theiranimal
motions into thofe Principles, nor are they explicable without fuppofing
fome active detcrminate power, force, or virtue connexed to, and inherent
in their Spirits or more fubril parts , of a higher extraction than the bare
natural modification or texture of Matter, or difpofition of Organs, or,
as they arc often pleafed to ftile them , their plexus partinm.

Again, itis vifible to the Eye, that that power, or virtue, or principle,
whatever it is, that in the generative procefs firlt immediately formethand
organizeth the parts of the Body, is that which guides, orders and governs
all the animal motions of it after: That power which firlt forms the
Brain, the Heart, the Liver, the Eye, is that which afterward increa-
feth , augmenteth , exercifeth and employeth them after: And no man
living can force himfe!f to imagin that that Principle which forms, or-
ganizeth, difpofeth , and modifieth the parts, is any thing that refults
from the organizaticn or modification of thole parts which are not yet
moulded or framed, but muft have its modification from that Principle
which is antecedent to any manner of organization or texture of parts

hisReafon , and (worn allegiance to a preconceived fantaftical Hyporhefis,
can undertake the defence of fuch a fuppofition, if he have but the

patience impartially to confider and look about him. - ,
2. The other extremne Opinion feems to advance the Animal Nature
H : 00

into an animal compofition : No man therefore that hath not abjured




‘_- —wﬁ
J

]

.

A

R |

.

%

| S

De Homine. Sé&.:

too high, at leaft without a due allay of their general expreffion ; namely,
thofe who attribute Reafon and a reafoning taculty or power to Animalg
as well as to Men, though not altogether in the fame degree of perfe.
¢ion: {o that they will not have Reafon to be the fpecifical or conftitutive
difference of the Humane Nature, but common to them and Brutes.,
This Opinioa feems generally to be favoured by the Pythagoreans, tha
held Tranfmigration of Souls, by Plutarch, in Grills, and his fecond
Oration De Efu Carnium ; by Sextus Empiricus,Contra Mathematicos ; by Por.
phyry, Lib.3. de Abftinentia ab Efis Animalinm ; which he endeavours to prove
and illuftrate by divers reafons and inftances; and among the latter b

Patricius in his fifth Book de inimis irrationalibus ; but above all by the
ingenious and learned De Chambre in his Book of the Knowledge of
Beafts, wherein he afferts not only the fimple apprehenfion of Beats by

phantafms or images wrought by the Phantafie, but the conjunéion of &
images with affirmations and negations, which make up Propofitions,

and the conjunction of Propofitions one to another, and illation of Con-
clufions upon them, which 1s Ratiocination or Difcourfe: And thatin
farther evidence thereof there is a certain kind of Language whereby

Beafts or Birds, efpecially of the fame Species, communicate their con- [

ceptions one to another 5 only this difcurfive Ratiocination of Brutes he
calls Ratio imaginativa, and differenceth it from Ratio intellectualss which
belongs properly to Men , principally in this, That the imaginative or
brutal Ratiocination keeps ftill in particulars, and within the verge of
particular propofitions and conclufions 3 but intelle@ual Reafon hath ta
do with univerfals, and for the moft part grounds and directs its Ratio-
cination by them. - '

- Touching the thing called Reafon, we muft conflider that it hath a
double acceptation :- 1. It is taken for every conduct of any thing by
fitting means to fitting ends, or the due and convenient ordering and
adapung of one thing to another; and this again feems to be of three
kinds, viz. Agive, Paflive, or Mixt: 1. That I call A&ive Reafon
which from an inward intelleétive principle, orders and difpofeth s as
the Watch-maker contrives, orders, and diipofeth the feveral parts of the
Watch, fo that it excites a regular and ufeful motion: 2. The Paffive
Reafon ( which is more properly Reafonablenefs ) is that order and cop-
gruity which is imprefled upon the thing thus wrought ; as in the Watch

I fee every thing movesduly and orderly, and the reafon of the motion -
of the Ballance 1s by the motion of the next Wheel, and that by the

motion of the next, and that by the motion of the Fufee, and that by
the motion of the Spring; the whole frame, order and contexture of the
Watch carries a reafonablenefs init, the paffive impreflion of the Reafon
or intellectual /dea that was in the Artift : 3. The Mixt {ort of Reafon
feems to be when a thing concurrs actively and from an internal prin-
ciple, and (in things that have life) vitally, to the produétion of a reafon-
able effect; but yet per modum inflrumenti , and inthe virtue of a fuperiour
direction of a reafonableagent: Thus when ] plow my ground, my Horle

" is harnefled and chained to my Plough, and put in his track or furrow,

and guided by my Whip and my Tongue, and fo draws on my Plough,
and this reafonable work is performed actively and vitally by my Brute
in the virtue of my direétion. And certainly this kind of latter Reafon

. - s
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is evi nly in the brute Beafts in their inftincts and operations,
l';uc ;iﬁf?r: \nlgsge(t);ab)l,es, and almoft in all things in Nature 5 for they are all
inducd with a certain inherent activity, whichis neverthelefs implanted, -
directed, ordered and determined by the great Creator in the Laws. of
their feveral conftitutions: The procefs of nutrition and generation not
only in Animals but even in Vegetables is done with the higheft Reafon,
exceeding the imitation of the Humanc Reafon ; the Birds making their
Nefts, ordering their Eggs and moving them in incubation, feeding and
difciplining their young, is done with the moft exquifite reafon and con-
gruity thereunto,beyond theartifice of the'mof’c ingenious man.And ic muft
nceds be fo 5 for though they concur actively from an internal Principle
to the production of the effect, yet they are determined therein and there-
unto, and their track ordered for them and to them by the Laws of their
nature inftituted and imprinted on them by the unimitable Wifdom of
the higheft intellectual Being. This mixed or inftrumental Realon, as
I may call it, therefore all muft agree to belong' not only to Brutes,
but almoft to all things in Nature, and herein differs from Realon or
Reafonablcnefs which I before call fimply paflive, in that it immediately
proceeds from the internal active Principles implanted by God in their
es. L . _

natzu'r But there is another kind of Reafon which we call Ratiocination,
or Difeurfus rationalis , which confifts principally in thele three things,
though the two former without the latter make not up a compleat Ratio-
cination : 1. The fimple apprehenfion of things themfelves, which is
done by images or reprefentations thereof, made either by the Intellect;
or by the reprefentations made thereunto by the Phantafie: 2. The com-
pounding of the images or reprefentation of things with-an affirmation
or negation ; this makes a Propofition: 3. The compofition of - feveral
Propofitions among themfelves, and drawing from them Conclufiens;
and this is called Syllogéfimns , Ratiocination or. Difcourfe. : . .

_ But though this be the azalyfis of Ratiocination into which by a care-
ful attention it may be refolved’, we are not to think all forc of reafoning
or ratiocination, even in Men themfelves, is p_refently by way of explicit
or formed Syllogifms, or artificial Moods and Figure. - Some .confecutions
are fo intimately and evidently connexed.to or found in the premiffes ;
that the conclufion is attained quafi per faltum; and without any thing of
ratiocinative procefs, and as the Eye fees his obje&t immediately and
without any previous difcourfe; fo in objeéts intellectual many evidene
truths or principles are primo intuits aflented unto: as in objecks of Senfe
the action is elicited per faltum ;-as many times when a Horfe.is hungry
and comes to a good pafture,, he falls to his food immediately without
forming Mr. Chambre’s Syllogilm , - S

This green is gmﬁ, ,
This graf is geod to eat, -
Therefore this green is good to eat,

But the s7anfitus from the Senfe to the Phantafie, and from that to the
Appetite , and from that to the motion of Eating is immediate, momen- -

tancous, and per faltum, . '
? y4 f H2 In
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- mamely the whole perfetion of the vegerable and animal faculties, and

In bricf, as the chetable nature, as hath been obferved , hath a kind
of fhadow of the fenfible nature, fo the fenfitive nature hath a kind of
fhadow of the truly rational nature ; their Reafon is but a low, obfcure
and imperfet fhadow thereof, asthe Water-gall is of the Rain-bow ; and
proportionable to their imaginative Reafon is their animal Language,
which though it be a kind of natural fign of their Imagination and Paf-
fions, yet it is infinitely below the perfection of humane Language: For
we fee that thofe Birds who by reafon of the analogy of their organs by
ufe are raught fome words or {entences, yet they never propottion thofe
words to an explication of any diftin¢t conception fignified by them, nor
can ulfe or apply thole words they learn to the things they fignifie, nor
can they connex their words or fentences in coherence with the matter
which they fignifie ; and commonly have recourfe to their wild natural
notes when they would exprefs their imaginations or paffions, which
notes are at the beft but like natural interjeGions , framedpv by Nature, not
by Art, to difcover their paffions or impreffions; and their artificial lan-
guage or notes are no other than impretfions upon their fenfitive Memor:
by iterated ufe, and drawn out from them upon the ftrength of fuc
impreffion, or by repetition of Objects that excite that Memory.

Thus much I thought good to premife concerning the vegetable and
fenfitive natures , which may be of fome ufe in the confideration of the
rational or huinane nature; partly to inftance what this latter includes,

partly to difcover the preference that the Humane Nature hath above
the Animal Life in thele moft perfec faculties of Intellect, intellectual
Realon, and wWill,
- I fhail not here diftinély and fully examine the nature of Man in the
whole compais and extent thereof, but fhall referve it toa fuller inquiry;
I thall only inftance in fo much thereof in this place as may be ap olzltc
to my purpofe, namely, tofhew that heis a Creature of moft admirable
conititution , and fuch as deferves our inquiry , and fuch whofe firft com-
polure and origination requires a higher and nobler Conftituent than
either Chance or the ordinary method of meer Natural caufes and con-
currences; and that it is fuch a piece as in its firft conftitution and ordi-
nation requires an Efficient of infinite Power, Wifdom and Goodnefs :
This is the end and fcope of my prefent Inquiry.
Now to give a brief Inventory of the Exccllence of the Humane Nature,

I fhall obferve as near as I ean this order. ' -

~ Firft, I will briefly confider thofe Excellencies that he hath in common
with the vegetable and fenfible mature: Secondly, I fhall confider thofe
fpecifical or appropriate Excellencies that he hath above the former, both
vegetable and animal nature. o ‘ -

Under the Second general I fhall confider Man fingly with relation to

himfelf, and then withrelation to other things without him.

In relation to himfelf I fhall briefly confider thefe particulars: 1. The
excellency of his Soul or intelle@ual nature in its nature, faculties, adts
and habits; 2. The peculiar excellency of his Body ; 3. The peculiar
excellency of the Compefitum , confifting of both his former effential parts.

~In relation to things without him , I fhall confider him with relation
1. To God, a2, ToMankind, 3, To theother integrals of the World d’
: ‘ an
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Of their ferviceablenefs and accommodation to him 2, Of

T
therein 1. . y
and d foveraignty over them, and the means and inftruments

his dominion an

the’lr‘fl:ﬁgis the brief Scheme that 1 intehd of thofe (pecifical and a}gpropriate
1

preheminences that the Nature of Man hath above other vilible Crea-
turlgi';;{’t therefore, touching thofe Excellencies that the humane Nature
hathabove the vegetableand animal Nature, I fhall fubjoin thefe enfuing
Pof t “')lpliére is no excellent vegetable or animal Faculty in the vegetable
or animal Nature; as fuch, but it is found in the humane Nature; fuch
a5 are atcradion, nutrition, digeftion, conformation of parts digefted,
propertionable augmentation , generation,- fenfible perception, common
fenfe, cftimative faculty, fenfible appetite, locomotive faculty, and
animal motion : 1 meddie not herein with all thofe fmaller fort of Fa-
culties, which are peculiarly appropriate to .Vegctablefs or Animals, as
fwiftnels , fagacity, ftrength, and {pecial artifices, which belong not to
them in the common nature of Vegetables or Animals, but by certain
fpecifical Inftints or Faculties, becaufe thopgh it may be fome of them
are not found in the fame kind and degree in the humane Nature, yet
they are fuch as are abundantly recompenied by that art and ingeny which
appropriately belongs te the humane Nature. . ;
2. There are no Organs in the fenfible Nature (which yet are more
rfec than thofe of the vegetable Nature) fubfex:vm_nt to the Faculties
of Lifeand Senfe, whichare wanting in the conftitution of the humane
Body, atleaft infubftance and equivalence, _ ‘
3. Thofe very Facultiesand Organs {ubfervient unto them in the vege-
table or fenfible Nature, which are found in them, are lodged inthe
humane Nature in far more excellency and perfection than they are in
the vegetable or animal Nature: So thatif the Faculties or Organs {ub-
fervient to the vegetable or animal Life in Man , do differ in their ftate
or compofure from thofe of Brutes, it differs for the better , as obtaining
a more exquifite perfection , ufefulnefs, beauty, and contexture, than
thofe of Brutes, as may appear in the Hand of Man compared with the
Foot of Beafts or Birdss the Foot, the Leg, the Thighof Man, with
thofe of Beafts, and thelike. Itis true, the conftitution of fome Faculties
and Organs of Senfibles, is more accommeodate to their fabrick and ufe
than the like Organs of Man would beto the ufe of Brutes; but fimply
comparing one with another, the Organs of the humane Body are more
curious and excellent than the Organs of the bare animal Nature. And
from hence it comes to pals, that the full knowledge of the humane
Faculties and Organs, fubfervient to the animal Life in Man, compre-
hends in effe¢ all the like Faculties and Organs in the animal Nature,
though differing in fome particular textures and pofitions , with a pro-
portionable advance by the accefs of excellence of the humane Nature.
" 2. Astothe fpecifical or appropriate Excellencies of the humane Na-
ture above the moft perfec Animals, they come next tobe confidered.
Itis true , that Animals in progortiou to the length of their Lifcattain
their complement of their fpecifical perfection fooner in proportion than

the humane Nature: The animal Soul fooner expands and evolves it felf
' ‘ to
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to its full orb and extent than the humane Soul: Therefore the Hopf
that lives naturally about thirty years, comes to his full growth and per.
fect exercife of its animal Faculties in four years; but Man, that lives
notordinarily above feventy yeas , comes not to the tipenefs of his Inte]. [
leckual Life till two and twenty or three and twenty years atleaft, noy
even to his full growth ’till nineteen or twenty: So that what we fay §
concerning Man , in relation to the actings of his Mind , muft be applieq E
to that ftate and age wherein his Soul hath fully as it were evolved it felf, E
andits Organs fully mature and difpofed for the actings of hisSoul: He § _ on: |
is long ripening, but then his maturity, and the complement thereof, E Notion of a Spirit, or {ubftance void of carporeity. 2. Univerfals, or
recompenieth the flownels of his maturation. o conception of things as conjoined in one common nature or notion,

Now the Excellencies appropriate to the humare Nature are, as before, abftraced from the Individuals thereof, 3. Abftrated conceptions , as

obferved of two kinds; 1. fuch as immediately concern the humane Nz. entity, corporeity , &7 4. Though Brutes may be able to apprehend
tureit felf; or2.fuchas are extrinfecal, but yet relating toit. ' mulcitude, as things more than fingular, yet they cannot have a diftint

Thofe things that are immediately refiding in, or partof the humane [ pnotion of Number. 5. Though they may have a confuled imagination
Nature, come firft to be confidered: And they are three: 1. His Soul, B of fomething as paft, or future, yet it is without c_hihnéhon of Time,
or intellectual and volitive Principle. 2. HisBody, or corporeal part, B or the notion of it. 6. The truth of confequencein or fram theante-
3. The Compofitum or Coalitwm of both thofe Principles, whic complete § cedept. -7. The atings of the Mind or Imagination it felf, by way of
the humane Nature: S S ‘ : b refle@ion or introfpecion of themfelves, are difcernible by Man diftinétly,

The Soul comes firft to be confidered, and therein thefe four things: | but at leaft not diftinctly by Brutes, 8. The truth and evidenceof Geo-
1. Its Conftitution or Nature. 2. ItsOriginal. 3. Its Faculties. 4. Its  metrical Demonftration. ‘9. The reafon or juft eftimate of connexion
congenite Habits or rational Inftin&s; - o . [ of things to their Caufes.  yo. The moral goodnefs and congruity, or

1. Touching the Conftitution of the Intellectuat Soul of Man, Ifhall E evilnes, nnfitnefs, and unfealonablenefs of moral or natural actions,
not in this place enter into a large difcourfe concerning it, but referve [ which falls not within the vergeof abrutal faculty, 11. TheNotions
that confideration to its proper place, only in general itis 1. Anacive [§ of a Deity, and the refult thereupon, namely, Religion, is not to be
principle 2. It is a fubftantial principle ; 3. Itis not corporeal or material; § foundin Brutes, but feems connatural to the humane Nature, as fhallbe
4. Itis not eorruptible or mortal. - - fhewn. - ; »

2. Touching its Original , whether it be by traduion , or creation, B 2, TheIntellectual Adts, and they are many: N
or participation , Ifhall not heredifpute, but referve it to its proper place 1. Intellectual Perception, which greatly differs from imaginative or
for a fuller difquifition. But whether theone way or the other it had its fenfitive perception, as far above it: For in thofe things where the root

original, there is no inconfiftency but that it hath thofe effential qualifi- [§ of intelleGive perception is in the fenfe and phantafie, the perception intel
cations above-mentioned. ' ¥ leQive oftentimes departs from and corrects the report of the phantafie,
3. Touching its Faculties, they are two, theUnderftanding and the [ s in the apparent bignefs of the Sun, the apparent crookednefs of thle
Will: And here I fhall not concern my felf in the Inquiry , whether the [ Staff in a double’ medzum of Airand Water ; though this kind of Intel-
Faculties are the fame with the Soul it felf, or the fame one with the f le@ive Perception be not without the help-of Ratjocination. L
other, and only diftin& in notion ¢ whether the Will be any morethan f 3. Intelletive Ratiocination, which infinitely exceeds that un.ahg.ma.-
the complete or ultimate a& of the Underftanding determined ¢ It is [ tive Ratiacination which fome have attributéd to Brates. 1. Itis di ufm;lt,-
fufficient, thac the a&ing of the Soul as it relates to perception and fi and with a diftinct knowledge of theterms, whichin Brutesis COﬂfU,e]-
decifion, and as it relates to choice and purfuit, or averfation, are diftin- 2. It is founded for the moft partin Univerfals, which is not compatible
guifhable to us, and thofe notions ferve to explicate what wemeanin to imaginative Ratiocination. = 3. The thread and train of Confequences

-+ far extent than the Object of fenfible perception or imagination ,

igi{cllir:%: Yxt gxzeeds not the pravince of fenfible Objects , foit 1sin order
1o rhe convenience of a fenfible Life, For inftance: Whena Brute fees
a Man, it {ces his colour, figure, motion, bulk, and b){ theadv_antage
of Memory or Inftinét it comes to him , or ﬁycs_from h.lrn., as it hath
received, or thinks it like to receive good or evil by bim , but it per-
ceives not fubftance. Thelc Qbjects , among many other t!l:lt might be
inktanced , fall under the perception of the Intellective, which feem not
to be within the verge of Imagination or fenfible perception: 1. The

the things we difcourfe of , as the fuppofed Circles in the Heavens ferve
to explicate the agpearances thereof. The Underftanding or the Intel-
le@ive Faculty (thefhadew whereof only is the Phantafic in Brutes , but
it is but athadow of thisof Iatellect) is a Faculty that not only gradually
but effentially differs from and exceeds the perceptive Faculty in Brutes,
Three things there are that give us the beft notion we can have of the
humane Intelle&, and the difcrimination thereof from the animal per-
ception and imagination: 1, The Obje&s thereof : 2, The A@s thereof:
And 3. The Habits thereof. L
- 1. The Object of the humane Intelle&t is omne inteligibile whichisfof
a far

in intelle@ive Ratiocination is often long, and chained together by divers
Links, which cannot be dope in imaginative difcourfe or ratiocination
by fome attributed to Brutes, which if the sranfitas from the premifles to
tgeconcluﬁonbe not very fpeedy and fhort, that imperfect Ratiocination
isloftin Brutes. =~ . . . - ) )
And here I thall again a little refume the former Confideration touching |
the imaginary Reafoning of Brutes, which I have before called the Image !
of Resfon, and not truly Reafon; for it is nota diftinét reafoning, but |
performed in a phyfical moment: And though we fuppofe Subject and i
Predicate, and Copula , and Propofitions, and Syllogjftical Connc);xox;; |
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in their Reafoning , there is no fuchmatter , but theentire bufinefs is ac
the fame moment prefent with them without deducing one thing from
another , though we form them into notions of diftinct acts; and this
adting of the fentient Phantalie is petformed , 1. By a relence’of fenfe,
as the Horfc is under the fenfe of hunger, and that without any formal
Syllogifin preffeth’ him to cat: the fire burns the Cats foot , and therefore
it pulleth it away becaufe the immediate fenfe of pain enforceth'it. 2. By
the prefence of Memory ; the Dog hath been beaten for taking the meat
out of the difh, and the nexttime he feesit there, though he be hungry
yet he dares not venture, for his imaginative Memory makes the paft
ftrokes as prefent to him asif he fcle them. 3. By the prefence of In-
ftin¢& , which puts him upon thofe motions that are moft evidently as
reafonable as any thing can be, and yet without the intervention of
Ratiocination. For inftance, Every Creature almoft hath certain Inftru-
ments for its defence, and the offence of its enemies, exactly fitted for their
ufe , and they have that fingular dexterity in ufing them that the moft
difciplined Fencer cannot equal: The Cock, for inftance, hath his Spurs,

gc ftrikes his Feet inward with fingular ftrength and order, and it
is not poffible he fhou!d ufe lis Spurs with greater reafon for his advan-
tage; yer he doth not this by any fyllogiftical method , or by Ratioci-
naticn, but is meerly tutored to it by Inftinét, whichis prelent with him,
and at hand without any difcurfive Realoning. - And this appears, becaule
while it is yet a Chick, and hath no Spurs, nor cannot hurt by it , nor
vet hath feen the like motion before to imitate or learn it yet he readily
pra&ifethit. And to thefe three prefent impulfes of Senfe, Memory, and
Inftiné, moft if not all the fagacities of Brutes may be reduced without
the help of true Ratiocination or difcurfive Realon; though witty men
by Analytical refolution have Chymically extracted an artificial Logick
out of all their a&ions. : '

3. Intelle@ive Memory, which I catl an ac of the intellective faculty
becaufe it is wrought by it, though Ido not inquire how or where,
becaufe it is not folvible : "The fpecifical preferences that it hath above the
fenfible Memory are thefe; 1. That it remembers and retains {uch things
as were never at all in the Senfe, as the conceptions, enuntiations and
actions of the Intelle@ and Will; the conviétion of truth or falthood of
propofitions or reafonings’; the conceptions of univerfals: whereas the
fenfitive Memery retains nothing but {enfible Objects, or their Images
wrought by the Phantafie. 2. Inthatit is more complicated and com-
plex than the fenfitive Memory , retaining the feries of propofitions,
argumentations, and a long tra&t of hiftorical narratives. 3. In that i
is more diftin¢t and unconfufed than the fenfitive Memory. 4. In that
it is firmer, and more fixed and permanent than the fenfitive Memory.
5. In that it can refufcitate and fiir up it f¢If to remember and call toge-
ther other Images or media to retrive what it once remembred ; which
is Reminifcence, an act of intention, which therefore Ariftstle in his
Book De Memoria & Reminiftentia makes an at peculiar to Man 5 whereas
the Memory of Brutes is either conferved by the Images impreffed by the
Imagination , and there continued, or revived and reinforced by the oc-

currence of external Objeds bearing an identity or refemblance to the

<

Images at firft impreffed by the Phantafie.
S » 4. Deli-
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‘ 4 Deliberation 5 a faid and attentive confideration of things to be
known and their media, and of their feveral weights, conclufivenefs, or
evidence s and of things to be done and their media, their congruity,
fuitablencs, poflibility and convenience, and of the feveral circumftances
aptly conducible thereunto; which isan aét far above the animal actings,
which are fudden and tranfient, and admit not of that attention, w4,
and propendency of adtions. ) _

5. Judgment; either concerning things to be known, of the weight
and concludency of them and ends in decifion; or of things done or to

refers to things to be done, ends in determination or purpofe; if in re-
lation to things already done , then in fentence of approbation or difap-
probation ; And hither that which we call Confcience is to be referred,
mmely, if by a due comparifon of things done withthe rule, there be a
confonancy follows the fentence of Approbation; if difcordant from it,
the fentence of Condemnation. ' L

And this a& of the Judgment in relation to things to bedone , and the
determination thereupon , is that which is ufually ftiled the laft decifion
of the practical Underftanding immediately antecedent to the decree of
the Will, which it muft follow by a kind of moral neccffity , when it adts
as 3 reafonable Faculty, and in the due ftate and order of its nature
though by its liberty and empire it fometimes fufpends its concurrence,
And thus far concerning the A&s of the Underftanding. i

3. Concerning intellectual Habits or the genuine effeéts of thefe acts
in the underftanding Faculty, and they are divers and diverfly exprefled
by thofe that have treated thereof, : S
-" 1. Opinion, when the affent of the Underftanding is o far gained by
evidence of probability , that it rather inclines to one per(wafion than
to another; yet not alfogether without a-mixture of incertainty or
doubting. ’ D

2. Science or Knowledge effected by fuch evidence, ews #on poreft fubeffe
falfiem 5 as in cafe of demontftrative evidence. ) ‘ :

3. Fides, or Faith, or Belief, which refts upon the relation of another
that we have no reafonable caufe to fufpeét; and upon this account we
believe Divine Revelation when we are fufficicntly convinced that it is
Divine Revelation; we allo believe our Senfes, becaufe we have thc
greateft Moral evidence that we can reafonably have of the truth of their
reports, when they are not controlled by apparent Reafon , impoflibility,
or improbability : - We believe good and credible perfons, and this prin-
cipally referrs to matter of fact , which we cannot or do not controll by
our Scafes or other weighty evidences as that there was fuch a man-as
Fulins €ofar, that there 1s fuch a place as Rome , though we never faw the
one or the other 5 becaufe delivered over to us by credible perfons; and
fuch who could probably have no end to deceiveus. = ) o

4. Wifldom ; which is a complicated habit referrmg to all things to be
known and done, the due comparifon of things and actions and the
preference of them according to their various natures and degrees.

5. Prudence ; which is principally in reference to ations to be done,
the due means, order, feafon, method of doing ornot doing. .~ -
6. Moral Virtues; as Juftice ; Temperance, Sobriety, Fortitude,

I Patience,

be done, of their congruity, fitnefs, rightnefs, appofitncfs: and this if it -
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Patience, ¢. for thelebegin in the Intelle&t , though their exercife belong
principally to the faculty of the Will.

7. Arts Liberal or Mechanical 5 for though the exercile of thole (in
which the formal nature of an Art confifts) be external, yet the Ides|
notion and habit of them begins in the Underftanding; and a man
is firft a Geometrician in his Brain, before he be fuch in his Hand.

And all thefle habits of theintellectual Faculty are far advanced above
what is found in Senfible Natures 5 take the laft for inftance. It is true,
we find a rare dexterity in the Spider and Silkworm in framing of their
threads, but this proceeds not fgom any Intellectual principle in them,
but from an Inftin& connatural to them , and whereunto they are deter.
mined by the Law of their nature; again, wefind inthe Fox, the Hawk,
and other Animals admirable fagacities, wiles and fubtilties in getting
their prey and in defending themielves: But when we confider the faga.
city of the Humane Underftanding , although the particular Inftincs of
fome Animals are fcarce imitable by it, yet it exceeds them in other chings
almoft of the fame nature , and fo by way of equivalence, or rather pre.
lation in thofe very Inftinés; witnefs the Arts of Painting, Tapeftry,
Fortification , Architecture, the Engins whereby noxious and fubtil Ani.
mals are {ubdued, and infinite more arifing from the fruitfulnels of the
Underftanding and the dexterity of the Hand. And thus much touching
the Intellective Faculty, the feat of intellective Perception and Counfel:
I come to confider of that other Faculty, the Will, the fest of Empirg
and Authority. '

The Will therefore is that other great Faculty of the Reafonable Soul,
and it is not a barc appetitive power as that of the fenfual appetite , but
is a rational appetite, and is confiderable , 1. In its Nature, 2. Iniss
Object, 3.Inits Aéls, v :

1. TheNature of this Faculty is thatit isfree, domina fsarum aétionnm,
free from compulfion, and {o fpontancous, and free from determination
by the particular Obje¢t, wherein it differs from the fenfitive appetite,
which though fpontaneous, becaufe moving from an inward principle,
vet is, if not altogether, yet for the moft part determined in its choice
by the external Object.  But how far forth the Will is determined by the
laft act of the pradick Underftanding, or how far {uch a determination
is, er is not confiftent with the effential or natural liberty of the will,
is not feafonable here to difpute. This liberty of Will, together with
that other Faculty of Under(tanding, is that which renders the humane
Nature properly capable of a Law, and of the confequence of Law,
Rewards and Punifhments; whichdoth not properly belong to the animal
Nature, becaufe deftitute of thefe two Faculties. ‘

2. The Obje& of the Will is not confined to a fenfible Good , but is
much larger, namely, fuch a Good as is compatible to an Intelleétual
Nature in its full latitude , fuch as are moral and fupernatural Good.
- 3. The A&s of this Faculty are generally divided into Velition,, No-
litton, and Sufpenfion: That divifion that herein better {uits with my
purpofe arethefc, Ele&ion and Empire. :
~ 1. Eleéion or choice, and this in reference both to means and end;
for though the Schools tell us, that Electio is only mediorum ¢ non finis
¢his is to be intended of the general end or good at large, andinits un(l-
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verfal conception, for when feveral particular ends are in propofal , there
is belonging to the Will a power of Electionof thefe, aswellasof the
mieans to attain them. o

2. The Zmperium voluntatis over the Body and thie Faculties: We may
obferve in the humane as well as the animal Body two kindsof motions
or excrtions of Faculties; fome are ftiled natural or involuntary, fuchis
the motion of the Heart, the Circulatipn of the Blood, the perception
of the Senfes ; when the Organs are open, and the Objet applied, thefe
natural, though vital Faculties and Motions, are not uander the com-
mand of the Will immediately , for whether I will or will not , while I
live, my Heart beats, my Blood circulates, my Ventricle digefts what
isin it, my Eye fees when open. But there be other Motions in the
humane, and alfoin theanimal Nature , thatare fubject to the command
of the Will in Man, and to the appetite in Brutes, as local motion,
which in Animals is under the regiment of the Appetite, in Man under
the regiment of the Will.

Now this Jmperinm voluntatis may be confidered in relation,

1. Toit felf: It canfufpend its own adting, either of electingor re-
jeGing.

! 2. gI‘o the Underftanding: Though it cannet fufpend its perception ;
omiibus ad percipiendumn requifitis adhibitis, yet it may fufpend itsdecifion
orde:ccmination , or atleaft its obfeguinm to fuch decifion. :
3. 'vhe Paflions, which are as it were the Satellites voluntatis, and
follow che command of the Will , where the Will a&s according to its
power and authority. ‘ =
" 4. To the animal Spirits , and the Veflels in which they are received
when defigned to Motion, namely the Nerves and Mufcles , thefeare all
fubject to the Empire of the Will, as to Loeal Motion of the whole
Body or any part thereof , when the Spirits, Nerves and Mulcles are in
their due and natural ftate,

5. To the fenfual Appetite : And indeed herein is evident both the
Empire and Sovereignty of the Will, and alfo the vifible difcrimination
between the Humane Nature and the Animal or Brutal Nature, and its
preference before it. In the animal Nature it isevident that the fenfual
Appetite is that which hath and exercifeth the fovereignty and dominion
over the fpontaneous adions of the animal Nature, that commands the
Foot to go, the Mouth to eat , and all other the fpontaneous motions in
arder to a fenfible good: But in Man the fenfual Appetite is Regimen fub
gravioie regimine , the government of the Appetite 1s under the govern-
ment of the Will and controlled by it, at leaft where the reafonable Fa-
culty is not embafed and captived by ill cuftom or diforder. And this
appears two ways : _

1. Sornetimes the very motion of the Appetite it felf is reftrained by
the Empire of the Will, fo that a man doth not 4ppetere that fenfible
good which otherwife he might or would, becaule he will not; and
this is the moft natural and noble regiment of the Will over the fenfual
Appetite. ,

2, Though it may fall out that the fenfual Appetite may apperere bonums
Jenfibile , yet the Will may and doth controll the empire of the Appetite
in the exccution of that appetition : As for Iinﬂance, A man fees delicious

2 fruit,
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fruit, and hedefiresity in fo much, that were there not 2 controll over the
3 empire of his Appetite, it would command the Hand to reach it, and
i S the Mouth toeat it: But the contrary command of the Will fuperfedes
; the command of the Appetite; the Appetite defires it, but the Hand is
‘ : forbidden by the Will to reach it.

: " Now if any man fhall fay this contradiction appears , not only in the
reafonable Nature , but cven ig the fenfible: The fenlible Appetite is
checked in its execution -oftentimes by fenfual Fear, as in Dogs and
Horles, and other Brutes, yea fometimes by the remembrance of a former
, fuffering for the like attempt to gratifie his fenfual Appetite;, and yet they
‘ are deffitute of any fuperior faculty of Will to interpofe a prohibition
upon the Appetite. 1 anfwer, this is true, for in fuch cafes the impen-
dent Fear is cither prefent or in memory , and fo expeéted ; and it being
of 4 fenfible evil, hath the fame influence upon the fenfual Appetite as
the prefent good; and thercfore if the evil feared or impendent be a

reater {enfible evil than the good, it over-rules the Appetite to aver-
ation 5 as the Fifh that loves the bait, yet feareth the hook , which it
difcerns as a greater {enfible evil, the very Appetiteis thereby determined
to averfation, o v :

But the contrell of the Will upon the Appetite in the reafonable Na-
ture; is many times , and indeed moft often done, not upon the account
of a fenfible evil felt or feared, which of it felf were fufficient to deter-
min the Appetite ; but fometimes upon the account of fuch hopes or fears
as fall not under a fenfitive notice, as of the command or prohibition by
God; yea many times upon a bare Moral account of the indecornm , un-
reafonablenefs, unfeafonablenefs or utter unfitnels of the thing it felf, with-
out any other motive of fear-either of a (frefent or future fenfible incon-
venience thereby ; which Moral confideration can no way move the
fenfible Appetite, were it not for the Will, which being a rational Faculty
! is moved by it. o '

Aund this is all that I fhall fay touching the two great Faculties of the
Soul, the Underftanding and Will: Ifhall notaddany thing here touching
Paffions or Affetions of the Mind, 1. Becaufe they are but a kind of
appendices to the Will, the Sarellites voluntatis ; thole of the concupilci-
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the irafcible kind the flowers of the motion of Averfation, 2. Becaule
| the Paffions for the moft part are found in the fenfible Nature , namely
| thofe of love, hatred, delight, grief, expectation and fear ; and therefore
| I thall not here treat of them. :

| 3. I come mow to confider of thofe rational Inftinéts as I call
: them, the connate Principles engraven in the humane Soul ; which
; though they are Truths acquirable and deducible by rational conlequence
| and argumentation , yet they feem to be infcribed in the very crafis and
| texture of the Soul antecedent to any acquifition by induftry or the exer-
: cife of the difcurfive Faculty in Man , and therefore they may be well
! called anticipations, prenotions, or fentiments characterized and engraven
| in the Soul, born with it, and growing up with it till they reccive 2
‘ check by ill caftoms or educations, or an improvement and advancement
! by the due exercife of the Faculties. I fhall fhew firlt what they arc:
t Sccondly, what moves me to think that fuch are connatural.

! ' 1. Touching

ble kind being as it were the flowers of the motion of Volition, thofe of
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1. Touching the former, 1 think thofe implanted and connatural anti-
cipations are thefe; mamely, That there is a God 5 that heis of reatelt
pewer; Wifdom, Goodnefs, and Perfection ; that he ispleafed with good,
and difpleafed with evil 3 that he is placable;” that he-is to be feared,
ponoured, loved, worfhipped, and obeyed ; that he will reward the good,
and punith the evily a fecrer fentiment of - the immortality of the Soul,
or that it furvives the Body to be capable of rewards and punithments,
according to its deporcment in this life 5 certain common potions of Moral

ood and evil , of decorum and turpe 5 that faith and promifes are to be
kept; that a man muft do as he would be done by that the oblcene

parts and adtions , though otherwife natural , are not to be expoled to

ublick view, obvelatio pudendorum ; that a man muft be grateful tor bene-

fit received : Thefe, and fome fuch common notions or intimate propen-
fions feem to be connaturally engraven in the Soul antecedently to any
difcurfive Ratiocination ; and though they are not fo diftint and expli-
cite, yet they are fecret Byaffes inclining the humane Nature primarily
to what is ufeful and convenient for it in proportion to the ftatc.of an
intelleétual Nature : 5 be
their Faculties of fenfitive Perception and Imagination, ‘there are lodged
in them certain fenfible Inftinéts antecedent to their imaginative Faculty,
whereby they are pre-determined to the good and convenience of the fen-
fible Life: So there are lodged in the very ¢rafis and conftitution of the
Soul certain rational Inftinéts whereby it'is pre-difpofed, inclined, and
byaffed to the good and convenience proportionable to a rational and

That as we fee in Brutes, befides the excicife of

intellectual Life, a certain congenite ftock of rational Sentiments and
Tnclinations which may go along with him, and fairly incline him to
fuch a trade and way as is {uitable to the good of his Natures o that he
is not left barelyto the undetermination, incertainty, and unfteadine(s of
the operation of his Faculties, without a certain fecret and gentle pre-
difpofition of them to what is right , decent, and convenient for their

manage and guidance by thele common anticipations , inclinations, and .

connatural Characters engraven in the Soul. 2. And that which in-
dines me to believe this , 1s not only the congruity of the fuppofition to
the convenience of the humane Nature, and the inftance of the fenfible
Ioftinés in the animal Naturc proportionate to their convenience, and
the great importance of them to the convenience thereof: But alfo that
which is obfervable in the attentive confideration of the manncrs of Man-
kind in general, which feemsto have thofe common fentiments in them,
and to accord inthemina very great meafure; and though evil Cuftoms
and Education much prevails among men, yetit doth not wholly obli-
literate thefe fentiments, at leaft from the generality of Mankind.

It muft be agreed that thefe mt_ional !n(‘tm_é‘ts, as I call them, arenot
dways fo vigorous and uniform in their aétings as the animal Inftincts
of Brutes arc in their kind , which partly proceeds from that liberty of
Will that is in the humane Nature which many times (ufpends or inter-
npts their energy and operation , partly from that mixcure of the {entient
Appetite with the actings of the reafonable Soul, which oftentimes tran(-
port it: Even the more fimple and uncompounded any Nature s, -the
more uniform are its motions and acingss the natural Intincts and Pro-

portions even of things inanimate (as of heavy Bodics to defcend Znaxi
ore
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phers, Metaphyfical heads, and fuch as have had a more refined cuc.iion,

ftrong intention and exercife of their Phantafic and fenfible Perception,

nftinéts doth not difprove their exiftences, fo Man hath a greater advan.
tage by the exercife of his Reafon and intellective Faculties , to remove
thofe interruptions, and improve thofe connatural Sentiments or rational
Inftinéts to his fingular ufe and benefit, which abundantly recompenceth
thofe Interruptions. ' : o

-And if any fhall fay that there are or may be other means of propa.

~gation of thofe motions and inclinations in Men, namely, 1. A Tra-

ditional traduction of them intothe World; and 2. The Exercife of the

humane IntelleGual Faculties upon the occurrence and obfervation of

external Objects and Eveats : I anfwer,

1. As touching Traditional communication and traduion of thofe
Truths that I call connatural and engraven, I do not doubt but man
of thofe Truths have had the help of that derivation: But, firft, fuch
a Tradition poffibly hath not been without interruptions by evil Edu.
cation , and yet thefe Sentiments have obtained almoft in all Ages and
Places, though not without interfperfion of certain corrupt additaments,
obtained likewife by evil Cuftom or Education. But fecondly, it can-
not reafonably by fuppofed that a Tradition could fo conftantly and uni.
verlally prevail and obtain among Mankind , unle(s there were fome com-
mon confonancy and congruity of fomewhat inherent in Nature which
fuits , correfponds and fuffragates to that Tradition , and clofeth with it
and accepts it. ' '

2. Asto the other, concerning the Exercife and Acings of our Intel-
leGual Faculties, it muft needs be agreed that thofe that I call Conna-
tural Principles are in themfelves highly reafonable , and deducible by a
ftrong procefs of Ratiocination to be moft true and moft convenient;
and confequently the high exercife of Ratiocination or intellective Dif-
courfe might evince their truth and excellency, though there were no fuch
originally infcribed in the Mind : But this no more concludes againft the
fu[(:{noﬁtion, than it would conclude againft the fuppofition of implanted
Inftiné@s in Brutes ; which as they are in themfelves highly reafonable
and ufeful to their ends, and evincible by true Reafon to be fuch, as it
may be any thing weknow :  Soalfo many, though not all the adings of
thofe Inftinéts might poffibly in the Brutes themielves be elicited by a

Ratiocination , and Connatural Implantation, are but feveral means or
difcoveries of the fame thing which in it {elf is moft highly reafonable;
only the latter is for the moft partlefs dificult, and readier at hand, But
to the Obje&ion,

1. Let any'man but duly confider how few men there are in the World
that are capable in refpe of the meanne(s of their Parts and Education,
to act and improve their Intellects or Faculties to {o high a ftrain as the
eliciting of thofe that I call Cennatural Principles by the ftrength of

their Intelle¢tual Operation , this requires very choice Parts, great at-
tention of Mind, fequeftration from the importunity of Secular employ-
ments, and a long advertent and deliberate connexing of Confucnts;

which falls not in the common road of ordinary men, but f philofo-
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‘more uniform than the very Inftinés of Brutes, who have a more com.
licated formor nature : But as this accidental interruption of rational
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which is nat the thowandch pare of Mankind ;  Other men require a
gg;ghciﬁé 3&1&'?@&%1& 'ac,celg ta thefe Truths and Inclinations; and
i;e,; we fee that thele Sentiments are not confined to the Ziterati of man-
' ;z;ci, Again, T appeal to the moft knawing men in the World that have
put had the leifure to think ferioufly and converfe with themfelves, and
that have kept their Minds free from the fumes of intemperance and
excefs, paffion and perturbation; whether next under Divine Revelation
their beft and cleareft fentiments of Morality at leaft have not been ga-
thered from the due animadyerfion and infpection of their own Minds,
and the improving of that ftock of Morals that they there find , and the
trapfcribing of that Original which they found firft writcen there: It cis
trug, that it is with the connatural Principles infcribed in our Minds
asit is with our Faculties, they lye more torpid, and inactjve, and inevi-
dent, uplefs they are awakened and exerciled, like a fpark inyolved in
afhes 5 and being either fupprefled or pgglq&ed they feem little better than
dead , but beipg diligently attepded, in{pected and exercifed , they expand
and evolve themfelves into more diftinction and evidence of themielvc?,
And therefore it was not without fomg kind of probability that [ine of
the Ancients thought that Science was little elfe than Memory or Re-
mipifcence , a diicovery of what was in the Sou| before, But whatever
may be (aid of ether matters, certainly the firft draughes and ftrictures of
Natural Religjon and Morality are naturally in the Mind, _ R
And hence fome thinking men have thought that the fpecifical dif=
ference of the humane Mature is Propenfion to Religion, and therefore
define Man to be Animal religisfsm , which could not be from any habit
barely acquifite by the exercife of Eacplues, uplefs the famg were
radically engraven 1n the very texture of hisSoul. )
I fhall add but this one thing more; It is plain that the ex1ﬁ<;nge of
a Deity as a Being of infinite Perfection, and conlequently of infinie
Goodnels and Juftice to reward and punifh, and of infinitc Power and
Wifdom, is atruth that is highly rational and demonftrable by the exer-
cife of intelleftual Faculties npon the confideration of the Lln_weyfc and
its feyeral parts; and poffibly the Immortality of the Soul is evincible by
very great reafon :  Burt thele great truths are not cqm'mumcated bargly
by ane kind of means, and it is needful, in refpect of their ufe, they fhould
aﬁ have a]l contributions, and not only Brains to p_urfue a long train of
confequences, And yetwe fhall find in the generality of mankind (efpe-
cially when death begins to draw towards them) a very quick and ative
demonftration of thele convictions, and‘po'ﬂlbly mapy times more vi-
gorous and active than that rational conviction that is wrought by Spe-
culation and Syllogilms, which evidenceth that thefe Principles of the
exiftence of a moff righteous and powerful God, apd a ftate of rewards
ind punifhments after death, are more univerfally engraven in the Crafis
of the Soul by Almighty God in its natural conftitutjon than barely by
fhe exercife of Faculties in Speculation and Ratiocination. o
And herein it muft be remembred that Iam in this Difcourfe ftill in
the outward Court of the Gentiles,  difcourfing only as a reafonable
Man, and not taking in the affittanceof the Chriftian Doé&rine and thofe-
[ubfidin dfvine gratia that relate thereunto. . A
' There-
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Thcrefore to conclude this point, There feems to be two means of
corumunicating and preferving in the Soul and Confcience thefe great
fpeculative and moral Principles whereof I have even now treated , wiz
1. i’ hat which I here call Connatural, or a certain rational Inﬁin:‘,‘c e;:
graven in the very Make and conftitution of it: And as thofe that write
of Confcience tell ; us it hath three offices or ats, Synterefis, Syneidefis
and Epicrifis ; fo thofe Principles are lodged in that Cheft of the Con.
{cience called Sywzerefis. ' ‘

2. A fecond means of attaining and keeping and improving thefg
connatural Sentiments or rational Inftinés both fpeculative and moral
is that admirable adaptation of the Faculties of the humane Soul to thofe
Principles and Sentiments, that as the Eye dilcerns light and colour by

~ a congruity between the vifive Faculty and the vifible Object, and as the

Palate tafts and relifheth its meat by the congruity between the Facult
and the Object, whereby it judgeth of whatg is g}clxod and embraceth ity
and what is evil to it, and reje&ts it : So in the humane Faculties, thofé
of his Intellect and Will there is a proportionating of the Faculties to the
Object , whereby the former difcerns truth from falthood, and moral
good from moral evil, honeflum & decorum from indecens & turpe 5 and

. accordingly the Will, when it acts regularly and as it fhould ; acceprs o

rejedts it: But as the eftimative Faculty in Brutes is neverthelefs con-
ﬁ{’cept with their connatural Inftinéts , which latter have ftill excellent
ufe in the fentient Province; fo this adaptation of the Faculties in ‘Man
;o P:hgg ijeé};ts lcioth not I::Ixcludca Ehofe connatu:&l » implanted, rational
nftinés in the humane Nature, but both confi :

admirable ufe to the humane Soul. , ;ogether, sod ape f
& Aé;ld thus far concerning the Soul of Man, its Faculties and In.
inéts. '
I come now to confider of the ftructure and fabrick of the humane
Body , and that not at large, for that will be for another place , bu briefly
and fommarily to give an acccount of fome of thofe appropriate and dif
criminating notices wherein it differs from and hath preference above
the moft perfect brutal Nature: And theyare fuch as cither concern the
entire Fabrick of theBody, or fuch as concern fome {pecial Parts or Inte-
grals thereof: but I fhall mingle them together as followeth.
1. Thereis in the humane Fabrick a greater Majefty and Beauty than
inany Animal in the World belides; and that appears, 1. In the erect
nefs of his poftures all other Animals have traniver(e Bodies, as Birds
and Beafts , and though fome do raife themfelves upon their hinder legs
to an upright pofture,, yet they cannot endure it long , it isunnatural and
uneafie to them , neither are the figures or junétures or order of theit
Bones, Nerves, and Mulfcles fitted to fucha pofture,

and Mulcles for the due motion of his Spirits, the firucture.of his Feet
are {0 fingularly accommodated ; that he maintains this ere&t pofture
ftanding or walking, though his Feet, the Bafis of the Pillar of his Body,
be much narrower than the latitude of hisBody. 2. In the Majefty of his
Face andEyes. 3. In the Beauty of his Face : Beauty confifts principally
in thefe things, Figure, Symmetry, and Colour, No Bird, or t’érfeﬂ'rial
R ' Animal

g R —

And it is obfer
vable, that the ftructure of Man’s Body is with that equilibration (not- ‘
withftanding divers prominences therein ) the compofure of his Nerves :
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Animal exhibits its Face in the native colour of its Skin but Man ; all
others are covered with Feathers, or Hair, ora Cersex that is obduced over
the Cutis, as in Elephants and fome fort of /mdiaz Dogs, and thoughin
the torrid Climates the common colaur is black or fwarthy, yet the
natural colour of the temperate Climates is more tranfparent and beau-
giful. . :
2. There is no Animal hath any Qrgan of equal ufe to the Arm and
Hand of 2 Man, that Orgamum orgaserum , an Organ accommodate to all
the ufeful motions, operations, artsand ufes of his life: Man is born with-
out any offenfive or defenfive weapons like fo thofe of other Animals,
but by the ufefulnefs and accommodation of this Qrgan and his Incelle-
@ive faculty he maketh weapons and ufeth them, he forgeth and mouldeth
Metals, builds Houfes and Ships , makes his Cloaths and Ornaments, and
exercifeth all Arts for ufe and ornament,

3. There is no Creature that I know of, hath the like ftructure of
his Leg and Foot ; the former being only two to fupport his Budy, have
greater and larger Mufcles thanany Animal of no greater proportionable
bignefs ; and the latter being the Bafis of thafe Pillars, are admirably fitted
by their lengthand figure for his greffus progreffivsms. T

" 4. Since the Brain is the great Organ of Intelleion in Man, and of
Imagination in Brutes, which are the two noblelt Faculties of cither
Nature, it will not beamifs to examine the differences between the Brain
of either, and the Nerves proceeding from either , wherein none that
1 know hath given more light than Dogtor willis in his Anatomy of the
Head ; all therefore that I fhall do herein fhall be to gather up the moft of
thofe obfervable differences that lye difperfed in that Book.

1, The humane Brain is in proportion to the Body much greater and

larger than the Brains of Brutes, having regard to the fize and proportion
of their Bodies, and fuller of anfracfus or finuations, and fo morecapa-
ble of greater diverfity of employments and ufes in the Perceptive Fa-
cultigs. ‘ o

2. There are in the Brain certain portions called prosaberantia annularis,
pates, ¢ teftes; and that in thofe Brutes wherein this proruberantia anns-
laris is largeft in proportion, thofe Brutes are of greateft fagacity and {ub-
tilty, as Foxes, Apes, . that though in Man thofe prominences called
mates and resfes are the leaft, yet the protwberantia awnnlaris is greater in
proportion in Man than in any Animal, the ftru&ture of this Organ being
fitted to a greater degree of natural fagacity.

3, Thar whereas in Brutes the only communication of the Brain with
the Heart is by the nervus paris vagi derived fromthe Cerebellum , and
fpreading its branches into the Mufcle of the Hearts in Man there is not
only the fame communication of that Nerve, but a ramification of the
neyvys intercoftalis is allo inferted into the Maulcle of the Heart, whereby
a greater communication between the Brain and Heart is maingained in
Man than in Brutes. _

4. That other ramifications of this zervus intercoftalis are derived into
the Cheft and :Diaphragma , whereby principally that peculiar affeétion of
Laughter is excited, moreappropriate toMan, together alfo thofe others
of Sternutation and other natural actionscommon to Men and Beafts are
excited , but not from the like communication of that Nerve in BMCSA J
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the notions or conceptions of his Mind to another, inftruéts another,

And now in this compofition of the humane Nature, we have thefe

things oblervable : ’ .
r. That in this contextureof the HumaneBodyand Intellectual Soul we
have a Creature made up, that is, zexus utriufgue mundi , intellectualis
feilices & corporet, The next Range of Beings above him are the pure and
immaterial Intelligences , the next below himis the (enfible Nature. Man
is as it were the Comes limitancus of each Nuture , participating of both.
And we mav oblerve, that in the pracefsof Natural Beings, there feem
fome to be Creatures placed as it were in the Confines of feveral Pro-
vinces, and participating fomething of either; as in things that have
lifeand that have not s thereis placed the Minerals between theinanimate
and vegetable Province, participating fomething analogical to either:
Between the vegetable and fenfitive Province there are Plant-animals, and
fome kind of Inlects arifing from Vegetables, that feem to participate of
‘both: Between the animal and rational Province, there feemto be fome
Animals that have a dark Image or refemblance of the Influxes of Reafon.
So betrween the corporeal and intellectual World, there is conftituted
Man, participating much of both Natures : ¢4 quod non tranfitur ad extrema
wifi per media.

». That Man in his conftitution [eems admirably fitted to the conve-
nience of his Nature, a little World accommodated with Faculties and
Organs admirably convenient to it felf, a kind of entire State, King-
dom, or Republick within himfelf, fitted with all accommodations and
requifites for the due Regiment of himfelf, as a Senfible and Intellectual
Being: He hath the Council or Senate of his Intelle&t, and her fubfer-
vient Adts and Faculties to advife him , the Empireand Regiment of his
Will to command the Sazellites and Minifters of his Paffions and Animal
Spirits to execute his Conlcience for his Tribunal : There wants nothing
within this little Circle of himfelf, which may be requifite to order that
little compacted Province for its Political Regiment. ' '

And thus far concerning Man , as relating to himfelf, his Parts, Fa-
culties, and entirc Compofition : It remains , -that we takea little furvey
of him, as he ftands in relation to things witheut hims which is the laft
Confideration that I promifed in this bricf Inventory of the Humane
Nature and Excellencies. )

The Humane Mature, thus fitted with thefe Faculties, is admirably
secommodated toa threefold relation to fomewhat without him , namely,
. To Almighty God: Tothe reft of Mankind; And to this mandms afpeita-
 bilis wherein he lives. : )

" 1. ToAlmighty God ; for being a Creature endued with an Immortal
Soul, endued with thofe great Faculties of Underftanding and Will, and
 thofe Facultates Ancillares of his Affeétions, he is rendred intoa capacity,
1. Of knowingHim: 2.Of knowing his Will , and what is acceptable to
Him, for it is in a great meafure infcribed in his Soul: 3. Of being a fit
Subject to Him , and to obey Him: 4. Of loving and trufting in Him:
5.Of glorifying of Him, elpecially in the Contemplation of His Works,
which are propofed to his Senfeand Underftanding : 6. Of Invoking and
Worhipping: And 7. Finally , to enjoy the Blefled Vifion of Him, by
reafon of the congruityof his Immortal and Intelletual Nature to fucha
fruition. And thus we have him in his Duty, Religion; and in his

" And thus much fhall ferve to be fpoken of the peculiaritiesof the Hu.
mane Body, though what I before faid touching the Faculties of the
Animal Nature in Man muft alio be remembred touching the organical
partsof his Body: There is no Organ in the Brutal Body fubfervient to
the Animal Faculties , which is not found in the Humane Body , with
fuch variations and additions as render them more curious , perfect, ufeful,
and admirably accommodate to his Animal Lifeand Faculties : But of this
more fully hereafter.

3. I fhall now fubjoin a Confideration of Man in his whole Compofizum,
confifting of both his effential partsof Body and Soul, andef theaggre.
gation of the Faculties and Organs belonging to either, fofar forch as
they evidence his appropriate and fpecifical Excellency above the Animal
Nature,

The appropriate or {pecifical adts of the humane compofitum , are the
capacity and faculty of inttituted Signs, expreffive of the inward con-
ceptions of the Mind, which are of two kinds: 1. Audible, 2. Vifible
Signs. o

g:l"hc: Audible Signs are inftituted Speech or Language, the formal nature
whereof confifts in twothings: 1. Articulate Voice; 2. Theaccommo-
dation of the Articulate Voice to the rendring or exprefling of theinward
thoughts or intentions of the Mind: And herein 15 the great preference
of the language of Man above that of Brutesor Birds, who though they
have audible figns that exprefs fomething of their Imaginations or Appe-
tites; yet they extremely differ from humane fpeech: 1. They are but
fhort and tranfient, like Interjections in fpeech, whereby though they
exprefs the fudden motions of their Phantafie, Appetite, or Paffions,
vet they carry not with them any diftin¢t feries or long train of their
Imaginations; they are fhort and fudden, fomewhat like Sighs or Eju-
lationsin Man. 2. They are not articulate, nor orderly, but thort, natural
and broken. 3. When Birds, efpecially by the fabrick of their Tongue
and Palate, are taught to ufe articulate words, yet they underftand not
their import,, nor do render any conceptions of their Phantafie by them,
ner can anfwer a queftion by them , but ufe them infignificantly, as the
Organ or Pipe renders the Tune which it underftands not.

And by the help of fignificant and articulate fpeech, one Man exprefleth

mutual commerce and fociety is maintained, which could never be without
inftituted figns.

And this A& of inftituted figns, efpecially thofe of Speech or Lan-
guage, proceeds from the entire compofitums , the Mind inftituting the
figns, and communicating its notions and defires by it, and the Palate,
Earinx, Tongue, and Lips, forming the Voice according to fuch infti-
tution, whereunto they are moft admirably accommodated by their Aper-
tures, Nerves, and Mufcles. :

2. The infRituted vifible Signs, are Writings, Geftures, Tears, Motions
of the Eye, Mouth, and Face, which were long to enumerate; By
meansof writing, former Ages tranfmit the Memorials of ancient times
and things to pofterity; Men underftand the fentiments, purpofes, and
defires of one anosher , though abfent , and the living converfe with

thofe ancicnt Philofophers , and others , that are long fince dead. And
n

Happinefs, Immortal Life. K 2 2. To
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2. To the reft of mankind he is accommodated with Moral principles
inherent in his Nature , and improvable by the exercife of his Facultie
as is before (hewn s he is accommodated with Speech and Intelle¢tual
figns to maintain intercourfe and mutual communion and commerce 5 and
his very difpofition and the mutual neceffitudes of humane Nature ne.
ceffarily maintain mutual offices and correfpondence between them ; and
the accommodations of Government and Laws are the fruit and pro.
ductions of his Intellectual nature, and the fupport of fociety.

3. To the reft of the vifible World ; there is an admirable accommo.
dation of the humane Nature and Faculties to the Mundus afpectabilis , and
of the feveral parts of it, and of them toit.

- 1._Of the Faculties of the humane Nature to the vifible Univerfe,
! efpecially the vegetable and animal Natures, which by means of the ad-
i mirable advantage of his Intelle¢t, and that fingular Engin of the Hand,

he hath skill and power to fubdue and bring under, whereby he exer-

cifeth dominion over them and protection of them , as the Vicegerent
and Deputy of Almighty God. : '

2. Of the Univerfe and parts thereof to the humane Nature and Fa.
clllﬂties, which were infinite to enumerate 5 I fhall only infert fome of
them. :

1. A kind of awful fubjection and fear of the greateft part of the ani.
mal Nature,, of himand to him ; and though fome be fo hardy and unruly
asto refift him , yet he wants not power by the advantage ot his Under-
ftanding and Hand to fubdue and mafter them.

2. An accommodation of molt of the things within the compafs of
the vifible Univerfe to his ufe and convenience, which though I cannot
fay it is the only or the prime end of their being, yet they are fingularly

- accommodated to the ule, delight and benefit of mankind, as might eafily
| ‘ appear by an enumeration of particulars : The light, motion, and in-
| fluence of the Sun and Stars; the nature, pofitiori and frame of Elements,
j the varicty and concurrence of the Meteors the fertility of the Land,

' the pofition of the Ocean s the inter(perfion of the Rivers; the various
Minerals , Vegetables and Animals , fome ferving for his food, fome
for his clothing ; fome for his labour and travel, fome for his delight;
i(h'e tholc compals of Nature affording infinite variety of Inftances of this

ind. : ,

3. An admirable accommodation of all the things in the World to his
Faculties, and for their delight, advancement and improvement. He
hath the perception of Senfe, to which all the vifible Objecs of the
World are prefented, and he hath the light and fearching Faculty of his
Underftanding , which as it is qualified for fuch an employment of Con-
templation, fo it hath a fruitful exhibition of Objects of great variety
and excellency, the knowledge whereof doth not only delight and enrich
his Faculties, but are fo many manuducions to the knowledge and admi-
ratien of the infinite Wildom, Power and Goodnefs of the Creator and
Upholder of them.

And thus I have given a fhort and brief eftimate of the peculiar
Excellencies of the Humane Nature: 1 did not defign a large or exa&
enumeration or defcription of them: There is not any onc particular
above-mentioned but would take up the bufinefs of a juft Volume, and

Iam
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ioned : is brief
' eat importance as any that T have mentioned: But this
?;voefn?gré i havcphere given as preparatory to what follox\:;, atpd }t}o
re-poflels the Reader , 1. That a naturglvlnfi_agaugnr achcorcmg ot ‘2
Yighf of natural Reafon touching tl;]c Ongu':f;mniof’rtlxlzt ?'urerl;a?géch aa
ible or unworthy enquiry : 2. That furely fuch
t(};:;t\iem;sca?itse rfg)tisb:;:commod;ue:dy could not have his Ongmf:i;uon
from any lefs than an Intellectaal, moft Wife, Powerful and. Bjng c:,gs
Being , the great God , Creator and Governour of Heaven a}t}n L arS :
And this is t%e fcope and enc} of my bufinefs in this Tra&, the fhort Sy-
mpf’;“’h:r,}:l e::é)i::roasgi?llrll?lwgp}nions among the Ancients touchl.ng‘th_c
Origination of Man; The ﬁr&]'{sh, T'haht Iélurgan'e Sp.ectges had no beginning,
; ond, Thatithad a beginning. S
buirﬁ%fe%iﬁn&l;c; ilelrziaﬁlin the fuppofition of the Eternity of Mankind
in their fucceffive Generations; And in order thereunto I‘t_akedup tl:ie
confideration of the Eternity of the World as it is now confh;ute( R ::ln s
whether it be in Nature poffible thatit fhould be fo: 1 shen (}:: c;:n tlo
the particular confideration of the Eternity of Mankind , whether a;
though there fhould be a poffibility of an eternity oglfomc pcrmaniq
created Beings, whether yet there be a poffibility in Nattire, or any }_)rg d-
bility of evidence that Mankind can be eternal & par¢e ante ; Or without
beginning. : ) e e re.
. Arguments of two kinds; 1. From the very

pug:;;c§7 :)r? g:l)aﬁ_t:u?g of ﬁ%cceﬁivc Beings to be without an 1nﬁepngm.,,_ oxi
erernal, and upon thefe kind of evidences I do indeed lay t re plxgnglpaf
wcig’ht’and firefs of my Conclufion , becaufe though th% g kin of
Arguments may {ecm more obfcure, yet upon a due confi eraigxon o
them they are highly confejuential and concluc_lent to my l[iunrp_o ci e
" 2. The fecond fort of evidences are Mqral ev1dcnce_s, “17) erein : téai S
- into confideration moft of thofe Moral evidences that have been co l:f! d
by others or thought of by my felf againft the Eternity of fMﬁn‘ ind:
Whereupon I do conclude, 1. That fingly and apart manydo t erln are
fubjet to exception, yet collg&ively they make up aNgoo mora Ie:rjx-_
dence touching a temporary inception of the human_% aturcl. ‘z.ﬁ lo
confider the particular deficiencies of tho(‘e.mo,ral evidences ta (gen . ng Z

and apart: 3. 1 fubftiture other moral evidences tl}gt even 1Ix:_g yv:n;
apart have each of them a great moral and ropical evidence of this truth,

llatim and apart. .
talﬁﬁt%zgzn all is dor;lc, I lay the great ftre(s of my Cpncl{uﬁon upon
the firft fort of Evidences natural, or metaphyﬁcal R Whlcb lc:em_ dto me
10 lefs than demonftrative s and therefore 1f no othet rlnoga evx{ glncesé
were added thereunto, or if thofe moral evidences (h(o:u d 1 cfcapa e c{)‘:
exception (as fome-of them are) yet the truth of the ?r;c 1;.1 10111 aganq 3
the eternity of Mankind is fufficiently fupported by thlo e that I offer in
the firft place, which I call Phyfical and Metaphyfical. b Groniich i

2. Again, Ithen c;o'm;l:\I to confider that Opinion which fuppofe
Inception of the Humane Nature; o o e
Icopnﬁdgr the variousHyporhefes that theAncients entertained touq};r;;?ag[] ;t::: v

]am eafily confcious that T have omitted many things that poffibly might

and are pot capable of any confiderable Objection againft them, though .
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" manner of that Origination , and fhew the abfuirdity of them in thejr

- T call that Eternal which is without beginning, or eternal & parte ante.

Him, but hath it abfolutely and independently. This is the Epicurean
Kéhm;:ifml, which though 1t j(I)ppofe the Eternity of the World in :ha:
confiftency thae now it hath, yet it afferts the Eternity of thofe (mall and
infinite particles of Matter, and the coalition of them into that flate
wherein they now are in procefs and fucceffion of time and motion , yet
without.any” dependence of the oneor the other upon Almighty God,
wham e totally fecludes from the concerns of the World. .

Others there arg again, that attribute an Eternity to the World, but yet
withall acknowledge Almighty God, .and allo Him to be the _E{ﬁcxenc
thereof s And therefore though they ateribute an Eternity toit,yet it is buta
dépend_ent Eternity , and fothoughitbe Eternal , yetitis butan Etf_:ma'l
Effec of an Eternal Caufe, Thefe are much more tolerable than either
of the former, for they affert 3 God , and likewile the c!epchcncc of the
World in its Eternal Exiftence and Duration upon Almighty God, asthe
Caufe and Root of that Beingof the World. Co

But among thofe that thusaffert this giependcn_t Eternity of the World
upon Almighty God as its Caufe or Efficient,there feems to be two Parties,
namely, 1. Such as fuppofe Almighty God the Neceflary Caufe of the
World as his Neceflary Effet.2.Such as fuppole Him meerly the Volun_tary
Caufe of the World and of its Eterpity, Of the former fort, that {uppofe
Almighty God the Neceflary Caufe of the quld and of its Eternal
Exiftence, thercfcemtobe thefe two Parties or different Opinions.

1, Such as fuppofe the World a meer natural and neceffary Emanation
from God as its neceflary Caufe, without any manner of intrinfecal free-
dom in Himfelf to do or be otherwife, and confequently it being a
neceflary and conpatural Effeét of the firft Caufe, it mufl be ncceﬂ"aglly
ssancient as Himfelf, and if Almighty God be (as He is) moft ne_qeﬂ'anl{,
foupon the fame neceflity He is the Caufe of the World , and the World
2 neceffary , and confequently Eternal, Production neceflarily flowing
from the fame 5 as if the Sun be Eternal, his Light, yvhlch nece_f,fanl.y
flows from the Exiftence of the Sun, islikewile neceffarily Eternal. This
feems to be the Opinion of Ariffotle , and fome others that fol_low him,

3. Again fomethere havebeen, who will not have Almighty God to
be a meer natural and neceffary Caufe of the World, but fuch a Caufe
as is afree Agent , agensper intelletum & voluntatem , and that the World
was an Effe¢t of Him, not as a natural or neceﬂ'ary, but asa voluntary
and free Agent: And yet the World was neceflarily Eternal, though
freely willed tobe Eternal.  For they do fuppofe, that inasmuch as God
Almighty is neceffarily Good and Wife, and it ispart of his Petfetionto
will what is beft, and always to will it, .thereforg the Divine Will was
alwaysdetermined , even cternally, to wx.llthe ,E)pﬂencc of the World,
15 a thing eternally confonant to the Perfection of his Nature, to will and
always to will what is beft: And there was never, in all the valt and
boundlefs Period of Eternity, any one moment wherein he willed not

feveral orders.

I then confider the Mofaical Hypothefis, and the great reafonablene(s
thereof upon a bare Natural or Moral accompt , without taking in the
Infallibility of Divine Revelation.

In order to that, I confider the whole Mofaical Syfteme or Hiftory of
the Creation of the World, the admirable congruity it hath, both with
it felf, and with adueand unprejudiced and confiderate Reafon.

And laftly, T deduce certain Corollaries or Confequences from the
whole Diflcourle, both Theoretical and Moral, and this is in effe@® the
whole Method of what thefe Papers contain: Wherein I proceed meerly
upon an account of Natural Reafon and Light, becaufe in this Difcourie
I deal with fuch asare either only or moft commonly guided and governed
by fuch Sentiments, and therefore I do not call in to my affiftance the
Authority of Divine Revelation, though that of it felf deth and ought
to carry the full and unqueftionable Affent of all good Men that are
acquainted therewith, ‘ :

."

C AP IIL

A brief Confideration of the Hypotheles that concern the Eternity of the
World. ' : '

Lthough I intend not a large Difcourfe touching their Suppofitions
A “that hold the Eternity of the World, yet it will be convenient a
little’ to confider it, for the better application of what follows in the
enfuing Difcourfe, touching the Eternity of the Succeffions of Mankind,
and the poffibility or impoffibility thereof.

The Suppofition of the Eternity of the World is confiderable under a
double relation: 1. With relation to the Notion of Eternity: 2. With
relation to the Subjet it felf, which they would have eternal , namely,
the World , either wholly or in fome parts thereof,

In relation to Eternity it elf, two things are to be premifed : 1. What
itisy 2.What itsKindsare. 1. As to the former, in all this Difcourfe

2. Things thus fuppofed Eternal may be of two kinds, either fuchas have
an Eternity fimply independeat upon any thing without it, or from which
it fhould derive that Eternal Being, as we and all. good Men fay that
Almighty God is Eternal: Oreife, fuch an Eternity as yet fuppofeth its
dependence upon Almighty God as its Caufe. *'And they that attribute
the firft kind of Eternity to the World, muft do it upon one of thefe two
grounds, viz. That thereis no other firft Being , no firft Caufe, no God ,
upon whom the World thould depend, or from whom it fhould derive |
this its Eternal Exiftence: And this is the groffeft and moft irrational
Suppofition, as well as the fouleft Atheifm, -that can be imagined, ~Or
elle, That although there be in truth fuch a Being as God, yet' the
World had not this its Eternal Exiftence by any derivarion or influx from

Him,

Him; and therefore though he freely willed the World to be, asa f,ree
Agent , yet that freedom of his Will was fromall Eternity determin’d,
by the Perfet Goodnefs and Beneficence of his Nature, ever to will what
He once willed, and confequently to will the World to be Eternally :
Herein confounding the Divine Goodnefs with the Divine Bcneﬁee:rig,

to communicate his own Benignity and Bounty to {othething without.
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and Benignity ; the former being indeed neceffary , but the latter under
the Cc;ndu& and Guidance of his Free Will, indetermined by any thing
butit felf. ‘

Others there are that attribute the Being of the World to the meer -
neplacitum voluntatis divine , neither determined as a meer Natural caufe,
nor determined by any intrinfecal obligation of his own Goodnels 5 but
only that he willed it becaufe he willed it, though moft wilely and boun-
tifully : Many of thefe do not indeed conclude the World to have been

_eternal , but in conformity to the truth of the Sacred Scriptures conclude

it to be created in the beginning of time, but yet do again conclude
that there is nothing in the naturc of the thing ecither on the part of
Almighty God , or on the part of the World it felf, or on the part of
the manner of its Creation which is inftantanous and per modum ems-
wationis ; but that fuch pares of the World ac leaft as have a permanent
exiftence, and are not in a flux of fucceflion, might have been not only
in fome period antecedent to that point of time wherein de facfo it was
created , but alfo that it might have been thus eternally created if the
Divine beneplacitum had {0 pleafed : And thercfore many of thofe do not
conclude that it was fo, but that it might have been {0 eternally created,
yet freely and voluntarily without any.of the two foregoing neceflities.
Thus 4quinas, Snarez and fome others. ‘

And ‘thus having confidered thefe various fuppofitions touching the
divers qualities or qualifications of this eternal Exiftence of the World,
1 fhall now confider the fubject Matter which men would thus have to
be eternal , or at leaft poflible to be {uch, namely the World, And
herein even many of the affertors of the Eternity of the World, "or the

offibility thereof, have (and not without caufe) faln into divers conclu-

fions. - -

By the World therefore we muft underftand cither the Matter of the

World fimply in it {elf, without being determined to this dererminate

Fabrick wherein it is; and thus it fhould feem that all thofe ancient Phi-
lofophers that have aflerted the Eternity of the World, as Arifforle, and
before him Otellus Lucanws : or, that have aflerted wovitatem mundi in ha

conftitutione, have agreed 5 thus Epicurns, that afferts the coalition of Atoms

into this Fabrick that we fee, was of later edition than Eternity, yet
afferts that thefe Atoms were eternal : and thofe Ancients mentioned by
drifiorle in the 8¢ of his Phyficks, that held that the World was made,
and unmade and made again by eternal viciffitudes of Awer & Inimicitia,

yet held the conftituent Matter thereof eternal.  And this [eems to be the

moft comprehenfive acceptation of the World.

. 2. Again, by the World we may underftand the World as it is now
framed , the vifible World in that form and conftitution as it now is:
And thus it feems, A7iffotle and thofe others that hold it proceeds necel-
farily from God as a neceffary caufe, or as a caufe determined by his intrin-
fick Goodnefs , have held the World to be eternal 5 but yet we muft -not
reft here. The World is like a goodly Palace , a fair large Building;
but as in fuch a Palace there is firft the cafe or fabrick or moles of the
Stru&ure it felf, and befides that there are certain additaments that con-
tribute to its ornament and ufe; as various Furniture, rare Fountains and
Aquedudis, curious Motions of divers things appendicated to it, kas
oL : ' Clocks,

Clocks , Engins , ¢ fo in the goodly Univerfe there are the great Stru-
Gure ic felf, and its great integrals the Heavenly and Elementary Bodies,
framed in fuch a poficion and fituation, the great Sceleton, as [ may call
it, of the World : But befides this there arc very various and curious
furnitures and accommodations of the Univerle,, as for inftance, in. our
infcrior World various Animals, Vegetables, Meteors, Minerals , Mix-
wares, and Men; and in the Heavenly Bodies various Motions and

Alpeés.

Now it wivll be neceffary for him that afferts the Eternity of the World
as now it ftands, or the poffibility of fuch an eternity, to confider whe-

ther he applies his affertion to the whole World, as confifting not only
of the greater integrals whereof it confifts, as the Heavenly and poffibly
the Elementary Bodies ; buc alfo of that furhiture thereof confifting of

Men, Animals, Vegetables, Meteors, Minerals, and thofe accommodations -

that are to it , as the Motions of the Heavenly Bodies; or whether he
intends only fome parts of it which feem more capable of an eternal
exiftence, as being more fixed , and in themfelves permanent, and fo
more able to fuftain an eternal and conlequently an immurable exi-
ftence. _ S ‘ S
And upon examination we fhall fhall find either of thefe choices full
of incurable difficutties , if not utter impoffibilities, in relation to an
eternal exiftence of the World or any parts thereof.

Aund this I fhall in the order of this Difcourfc evince againft all thofe
former {uppofitions of Eternity ; namely, 1. Againft thofe that affert
an independent eternal exiftence of the World : 2. Againft thofe that
affert an eternal but dependent exiftence thercof upon Almighty God,
as 2 meer natural and neceflary Caufe thereof : 3. Againft thofe that
alfert an eternal exiftence of the World dependent upon God as a free

" intelle@ual and voluntary Agent, but yet determined in his external

emanations by the neceffity of the Goodnefs and Beneficence of his nature
4. Againft thofe that affert at leaft a poffibility of an eternal exiftence of
the World, but dependent upon the freedom of the Divine Will unde-
termined by the neceffity of his Beneficence. -

Firft therefore concerning the fuppofition of the Eternity of the World
in gencral; I {hall not in this place difpute whether there be an utter

impoffibility of any material Being tobe cither independently or depen-

dently eternal ; enough may be faid againft it from the incapacity of any
material Being to fultain fuch a kind of duration & parte ante ,-and yet
without any derogation to the Divine Omnipotcnce or Goodnels , which

. though infinite ; yet caninot communicate fuch a duration to that which

ia its own intrinfick nature is not capable of it: Nor fecondly, fhall I
difpute whether there be any fuch material or corporeal Being ot Beings

ithin the compafs of the Univerfe, that hath or may have fuch a kind
of permanence or fixednefs in being that may be capable of an eternal
exiftence & parte ante , cither dependently or independently upon Al-
mighty God ; admitting by way of argument , but not granting it pof-

. fible,that in the nature of the th_in% fome material or corporeal Being may
| f

beof fuch a fixed, permanent confiitence as may fuftain fuch an eternal exl-,
ftence; and I here omit.this difpute not becaufe T make the leaft doubt
of the beginning thereof by Ciation, buthec_aufe thefe are matters that,
; " ’ ’ . require
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require a longer and ftriGter procefs of enquiry and debate than I intend
in this place: and therefore I thall defcend to things that are more plain
and evident, and yet fuch as will abundantly ferve my defign in the in.
quiry in hand. ' A \
" And-therefore for the prefent I fhall gratia argumenti admit or {uppok,
1. That there are or may be fome corporeal things in the compafs of the
. Ulniverfe that may poffibly be of fuch a fixednefs, {tability and permanent
nature that may {uftain an eternal exiftence, at leaft dependently upon
the fupreme Caufe. 3. And that poffibly Matter it felt’ undetermined
to any particular form, or under any particular conftitution ; the Heavenly
Bodies, the Elementary Bodies, and fuch as feem to have a(imple nature;
and poffibly their figure, pofition, and firuation may be fuch as mighe
have this eternal exiftence, as the Sun, the Stars, the «£rher, the four
Elements; we will, for avoiding difpute touching it for the prefent,
~ admit chem to havebeen, or that poffibly they might have been of that
nacure, quality, diftance each from other eternally as now they are, like
the great integrals and contignations, figure and concamerations of 1
goodly Palace : Thele things I fay, though in themfelves moft certainly
untrue, I fhall for avoidance of difficult difputes admic at prefent.  Yet

I farther fay; that though all thefe things were admirted, yet there arc

fome great and confiderable parts and integrals, and appendications unto
the Mundus apectabilis that we fee, that are purely impoffible to be eternal,
and do de faéfo appear {o to be; and confequently it isapparent that the
"World in its full latitude and comprehenfion cannot be eternal.

And herein I fhall not fix upon little or inconfiderable things, but
upon fuch as highly conrribute to the excellency, beauty and ufefulnefs

thereof’, neither fhall I fix upon individuals which are apparently tranfient;

and neceffarily have their beginning, duration and end in certain known
determinate portions of time , as is evident in the individuals of all
kindsor fpecies of mixed,{ublunary Natures : But Ithallapply my felf to the
[pecies themfelves, which moft that afferr the eternity of the World affert
to be eternal, or to fuch individuals as are the fingle Conlfervators of cheit
- own fpecies, ' ‘
. And in this debate I fhall take my meafure from things in Nature as
I find them and it is reafonable I fhould dofo, efpecially confidering that
this Difcourfe concerns principally the Judgments or Opinions of thofe
men that are the greatafertors of Nature, and the eternity of thofe Laws,
Rules, Orders, or Methods of Nature which they now find and obferve
init:. And it were a great vanity and rafhnefs efpecially for fuch men to
rejeét thofe reafons which are drawn from the nature of things as now
they appear, or for them to go about to an{wer thofe reafons by {uppo-
fitions of a variety in things from what they now appear. If there-
fore the ftate and method of things to be inftanced in, asthey now appear,
do involve a rept}gnancy to an eternal exiftence , the Arguments drawn
from that Suppofitien muft be conclufive, at lealk to thofe great Priefts
and Venerators of Nature and its appearances. o o
“Thofe things therefore that I'would inftance int, as in their own nature
uncapable of cternal exiftence 2 parte ante, are thefe: - coo
1. All things that are of all hands agreed to be concreted of other
things , and neceffarily in their own nature. require a pre-exiftence of
o : thole

thofe more {imple Bodies out of which they are concreted, and a pre-
exiftence of fome preparatory antecedent motion for their coalition,
mixtion and conctetion ; as Animals, Vegetables, Minerals, Meteors; and
regularly all mixt Bodies. e o
3. All things that are in their own nature fucceflive, as all Motion,
Alteration , Generations, Corruptions, afd all.things that in their own
conftiturion have as it were intrinfecally annexed to thewt , or at leaft
peceflTarily belonging to them in réfpect of their fitvation and, pofitipn,
and juxta-pofition to other things, a neceffary fubjection to alteration or
corruption, I BT
3. All things that do not , nor (their nature confidered ) cannot perfift
in one immutable ftate, but hidve variety in the nature and manner of
their exittence neceffarily by the laws of their nature annexed to
them. . « o Y I
Thele things conftituted and being in that fate we find them, cannot
withiout a total alteration of their nature and being from what in truth
they ‘are, rior in the ftate of nature wherein they are placed, can they be
eternal or without beginning: And thefe are very confiderable and mo-
mentous patts ot appendices of the World, and if it had been eternally
without thefe, it had been a very lame and defeéive World, and fuch
as the wifelt man.urider Heaven could . hardly underftand for what ufe
it would be, or why it fhould have continued in fuch a defeive con-
dition from the endlefs period of Eternity: Or at leaft if it had its ufe and
beatity , certainly it had nor had the fame ufe that now it hath, nor the
fame beauty that now it hath, - ° S . R
- And the confequerice: thereof is of great moment and importance,
viz. If thefle great acceffions to,the World, whercof I am fpeaking, could
sot be cternal, and yet withour them the World would have been greatly.
deficient from what it is, the greateft Arguments for the Eternity of
the reft of the World will neceffarily fill off: for the fame reafon that
concludes for the neceffity of an eternal exiftence of the World, would
35 effe@ually conclude for the eternal exiftence of that which highly con-
duceth to tﬁc beauty, ule, and ends of the Univerfe, which yet we fhall
find cannot be eternally exiftingy as it concludes for the eternity of fuch
integrals of the World which poffibly might be eternal.  Again, if it be
inconfiftent with the nature of many of thofe things eternally to be,
which yet contribute much to the glory, beduty , ulefulne(s and excel-
lency of the World, as mixt Bodies, motior, and alteragion ; how can
we think that there is a neceffity in the Divine Nature to have made that
Cafe or Sceleton of the World from eternity which fliould have been in

fection which it obtains from the contribution of mixt Bodies, motions,

had aii eternal Carcafs of anUniverfe wherein the materials and pofitions.
of it were eternally laid together, and to confift infinite millions of
Ages, and yer that which gives it its beauty and ornament and ufe, at
leat in a great meafure, muft be brought to a beginning five, or fi%,-or
ten thoufand years fince, and ot before 2 The nearnefs or novity there-
fore that is neceflarily required’ in thefc great contributions to thebeauty
and ufe of the Uaiverle 1s a great evidcnfe of the novity of all the i‘c\ﬁ d
2 n

o great a meafure ufelefs , and ‘wanting that beauty, order, ule and per--

and alterations ¢ And what could be thought a fufficient motive to have -
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that Earth, and that Water ; which was its macerial conftityenr , and
as that Sun, whofe heat digefted it, or coagulated it, or asthat prepa-
- qation which preceded its confiftence. - o
_ And though this Inftance be of one Individual, and that of the bafeft
' nature, yet the very fame reafon holds in all mixed Bodies, as in Msteors,
Comets, Minerals, Vegetables, Animals, their Seeds and Produtians.
" The conlequenceof thisis, that it is impoffible that mixed or compounded
Bodies can be eternal , becaufe there is neceffarily , acgording to the Rules
of Nature, a pre;exiftence of the fimple Bodies out of which they. are
defamed, and an antecedence of their conftitution preceding the exiftesice
_Qf leCdBOdles. S N BESCERT RS PR AT
- If any Man fhall obje& againft:chis Reafon ; and fay, Thatit deffroyeth
my own Foundation, which fuppolcth a creation or concrement of thofc
ver Bodies which 1 fuppofe fo be mixed ,'as Animals, Vegetables,: .
without all chis preliminary pracefs ; or orderly antecedency. of fuch cir-
cumftances , as are now 1a the courle of Nature, as it ftands fettled,
neceffary to their production : ‘And that, as I do {uppofe, all created Beings -
had at firft their primitive produdion by the Fias of the Divine Will and
Power, fo in, the defence of that Suppofition or. Conclufion, I muft
fuppole another method of produétion of mixed Bodies, than what we
nowﬁnfdmNaul;;e‘asit&an sﬁat:led.ll&- T
- I anfwer, That. it is true; I muft and do fug nother kin
method in the firft and primitive Conflitution 'of - tﬁggs&byﬁeatibn : ngsf
it ftands and conlifts with,. and is confonant tomy whole Suppefition ,
and indecd my general Suppafition cannot poffibly be or confifk without
¢ Suppofition allo , That the firft conftitution and eoalition . of mixed
‘Bodies was quitcofanother frame or method , than what now obraifis i
fetled Natuge, .. - © . ¢ T DR TEAFEIRTS
. But the Objedor muft cenfider againft whort and what kind of .Opi:
nators the Reafon above given is levelled ; who take all their Meafires
from things as they now lec them in fertled Nature,. and. do thesenpon
aﬂ"_crt-,‘ That the order and mechod of theexiftence and prodaction-of all
things was eternally the fame as now itis. And therefore certainly this
Realon is fully concludent againft thofe perfons that would fuppofe.an
Eternity in all things inthe World, independent upon the firlt Caule and
-Efficient: For certainly thofe of their Principles do and muft needs fup-
pofe, that things hid no.other method of their production than what we
now fee they have, and therefore they muft (if they hold to their Prig-
ciples) agreg that they.had their production alvrays as now they have :.
The neceflary.confequence whereof is; that if fucha kind of produdtion
of mixt Bodies cannot in the naturcof the thing be eterpal , they caanot
have aneternal produéion. - - L R I
_ But itistrue, thacthis doth not anfwer the Suppofitionof thole, that
though they fuppofe an Eternity in mixt Bodies, do attribute cven that
Eternity to an eternal Creation, and thexefore to another kind of pro-
.dudtion than what we now fuppofe te be natural , and:confequently as
m fuppofe, at firft in an eternal moment Almighty God created fimple
Bodies, as t!;chavcnlyorEl,ememary Bodies, 10in the fame inftant He
might and did create other Bodies , which though in their conftirution
they were or might be ompofed of f{uich particles, as hiad they been afundes. -

and

~ And therefore although the Houfe muft be buile fome time before it be
furnifhed, and the Watch muft be made, the materials formed, adapted and
fitted , and the whole put together before it be put in motion ; yet it
were unneceffary and vain to luppefe the Cafc or Fabrick of the Houfe
or the Fabrick and Compofitidm of the Watch, were an infinite time
before its furnifhing and fetting into motion. .- SR o
* Butto the bufinefs it felf , and the Inftances above given : .

.. 1 It {eems inconfiftent with the Nature of mixed Bodies that they
fhould be eternal , for then they muft be as ancient as thole fimple Bodies
out of which theyaretaken. : o R

. That there are in our inferior World divers Bodies, that are concreted . §.
out of others, is beyond all difpute. - We fea it in the Metcors; the
Clouds are attracted out of moiit and watry, and alfo earthy Vapours;
Stones and Minerals do grow and arife in the Earth, out of the fuccm
terrefiris digefted by. the heat of theSun: Divers Vegetables, and {ome
Animals, [poste neta, arife from the temperament of the terreftrial and
watry Matter , the infinuations of the «£zber and Air intoit, and the
influence of the Sun: Other Animals, and fome Vegerables, have amore
tegular production from Seed, as fome of the perfecter fort of Vegetables,
and the nobler Animals, and Men; which feminal Principle is a mixture
of the divers particles of Matter and Spirits, derived and elicited from
the Plant or Animal. - e S RN
" And as it is apparent,, that there are fuch mixt Concretions, fo it is
apparent, that %efote the a@ual concretion of thefe mixe Bodies there
mutt be pre-exiftent to it: 1. The Matter,. or more fimple Bodies out of
which they areconcreted : Again, 2. There muftbeantecedent to icthat
Fthercal or Solar heat, that muftdigeft, influence , irradiate, and pue
thefe more fimple parts of Matter into motion'and coalition : And 3. Bes
fore the full and ‘perfe@ formation of this concrete, there muft bea pre-

aration , and digeftion , and formation of this Matter, beforeit come
into a perfe@ Concrete , be it of what kind foever ; and this preparation,
digeftion, and formation , requires a competent more, or time, antece:
dent to its complete and full conftitution. = All thefe are evident, ina
more fpecial and eminent manner in the production of Animals and Vege:
tables, but I thall at prefent take the Inftance, thatis obvious every day
in our Gardens, in the production of a common Flint or Pebble : Farft;
there is the more fimple Matter , out of which it borrows its fubftance;
namely, the Earth, and the Wateror Moifture; then thereis the heat
of theSun, thatdigeftsand concocts both; then there isthe conjunétion
and cohefion of the Matter into a more loofe, or indigefted and fofter
confiftency like Mortar or Clay, and thereby it is prepared to the con-
crement of a Pebble or Flint, which poffibly in a week or a2 monthit
perfectly obtains. Every Man muft needs fee, that in the natural courfe
of things this Pebble doth fuppofe, as pre-exiftent to it, the more fimple
Matter out of which it is defumed, the beat and influence of theSun,
and thedue ﬁammn of theMatter; which takes upa competent time,
~ and that neceffarily, before this Pebble had its complete Being : And
confequently , in the courfe of Nature, it is impoffible that any Pebble
was eternal, for it neceffarily required thefe things to have been before
itcouldbe , and yetif it were eternal, it muft have been as angienthas
s » ' : - tha
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and divided, might have becn of the fimple natuire of thofe fimpler Bo-
dies , yet they were in the fame eternal moment or inftant treated and put

together without gn?;priori:{ of exiftence in thofe fimple Bodies whereof
5 nor were fuch mixt eternal Bodies fuccef2

they might otherwiit confi

_ fively defumed or tomipounded out of the pre-exifting fimple Bodies, but
~ con-created and put together i the fame eternal. and indivifible moment
orinftant: fo that a Mineral for the purpole might be created in the fame

moment wherein the elementary Earthi was created. And although
after the completing of the whole Frame of Nature in that eternal , indi.

vifible, intelligible moment, the production of mixt Bodies either by

fpontaneous or contingent coalition of various particles of Matter, or
- by an univocal generation, the courfe that is now held in Nature might
be obferved, aitd thdt Priority of particles of fimple Matter; Influx of
the Heavens ; and Preparation of Matter might be'antecedent and pre-
cedaneous. not only in order but in time to their ordinary productions;
yee at firlt it might be , and was otherwife in the primitive conftitution
of fuch mixe Bodies as had their original by Creation..
T do confefs this Suppofition may evade the illation m
Natural producion of mixt Bodies, but then we muft remember that
this quite departs from the method of things as’they now ftand in the
courlcof Nature ; neither can any man conclude that it was or could be
fo from the obfervation of the Order or Caufe of Nature, or any rational
dedu&ion from the fame, but muft have recourfe either to bare Notion
or Conje@ure,, or elfe to Divine Revelation; the former feems fomewhat
 too light, foundly to ground any Hyporhefis ; and the latter, namely, Di:-
vine Revelation, though it doth diicover unto us that things had their
production in a different way in their firft Conflitution or Origination,
namely, by the almighty Power of God creating them , ‘yet withall it
informs us that that origination was not from Eternity, but in the begin--
ning of Time, which wholly overthrows the Hypothefis of an Eternal
Creation of the World : - If therefore they will appeal to Revelation
for their Creation , they muft be concluded by it, not to fay it was

eternal. - . -

2. My fecond Reafon is this, Becaufe all things that are in their na-
ture fucceflive muft have a firft beginning of their being, and cannot be
eternal.  But there are in the World many things of great note and mo-
ment (and without' which the Order and Ulefulnels of the Univerfe
would bedeficient) which have a fucceffive nature ; and therefore fuch
things cannot be eternal or without beginning : And this reafon con-
cludes forcibly as well againft that independent Eternity fuppofed by fome
of the Ancients, as that Eternity dependent upon Almighty God, whe-:
ther as 2 neceffary Caufe, or as a frec voluntary intelle@ual Caufe deter-
mined by the neceffary Goodnefs and Beneficence of his nature; or as
perfeétly free Agent, determining his Will by his own beseplacitwm thus

- eternally to produce the World.

The Aflumption or minor Propofition, That there are many things in the
Woild of great moment and importanceto it that are in their own nature
fucceffive, is apparent ; fuch are all the Individuals of Species of corruptible
things, that yat notwithftanding have a continued fucceffion in their in- .
dividuals, as Vegetables ; Animals , and Men, that fucceffively prop
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And there feem to be two fpecial Reafons even ftom the intrinfecal
s that ‘encounter the poflibility of an eternal fucceflive.
The firlt concludes againft all ihaginable eternity of
Motion of the Heavenly Bodies . whéther independent or dependent upon
Almighty God; the latrer indeed principally concludes againft the pof-
fibility of the created of dependent cternity théreof. And they are
thefe : o : .

"1, If the circular motion of the Sun of Heavens were eternal , then
' irculations of the Heavens immediately fucceeding
on the other Eternal; the confequeénce whereof yet would be, That the
ofie of thofe circulations would be neceffarily beforé the other by the
( ur Hours, which would be imipoffible ; for then the
culation would not be fo ancient as thefirft, and yet
both fhould be eternal, which is impoffible and repugmant; - =
* This Reafor a late Philofopher hath made ufe of in fubftance; but in
4 different method, namely, That if the circular Motion of the Heaven
were eternial , then of neceffity there muft be granted fome one circulation

nature of the thing,
duration in-them:

there muft be two ¢

fpace of twenty fo
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their kind. 2. All kinds of Motions to which all natural Bodies are in

(>me kind or other fubje&, as themotions of Generation and Corruption,
Augmentation, Diminution, and Alteration that are unceffantly incident
to all fublunary Bodies, and they muft change their nature and ceafe to

before they can ceale to be actually (ubject to alterations 5
| motion, communicable not only to the inferior and
fiblunary Bodies, but alfd to celeftial Bodies, and this motion even of
the Heavenly Bodies theiafelves feems to be partly continued and uninter-.
otion of the Firft Moveable ; partly interpolated and
me affirm of that Motws rrepidationis ; fometimes of
he Annual motion of the Sun, wherein fome have
thought there is a {mall, though impeceptible, reft in the very point of
returning, which we call Solftices. . o

~ The major Propofition , namely, that fuch fucceflive things cannot
be eternal , includes two Affirmations, w7z, 1. That the motions or fuc-
ceffions themfelves cannot be eternal or without beginning: 2. That
at have necefarily and infeparably thefe motions or alte-
d to their nature cannot be eternal, fo long as we fuppofe
nied with thefe alterations: The former of
place, the other is confiderable under the next

_ mpoffibility of the eternal fuceeflion of the Species,
whether of Men, Animals, or Vegetables by natural propagation or pro-
femination , the fame and the Reafons thereof fhall be fully delivered
when we come to the particular confideration of the Origination of Man-
kind, and the neceffity of fixing in fome common Patents of the indi-
viduals of Mankind , and thither I fhall refer my felf.

As touching the eternity of any kind of Motion, efpecially even of thaﬁ

of the Heavenly Bodies ,

R

1 thall fay fomewhat briefly in this place which
will be eafily reducible to any other of the motions in the World, as
of Generation, Corruption or Alteration , all which
but the effeéts of Local motion of one kind of ano- -

of




