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CHAP. 1.
fufﬁc:ently cleared to- enable us to proceed with, conﬁderable e —
Retrofpedt of

exphc1tnefs and fatisfaction to the praéhcal detall of pohtlcal in- prir&cipleé al- -

ready elta-
ftitution. It has appeared that an enqmry concermng the prm—- blifhed,
ciples and condu¢t of focial intercourfe i is the maft' important to-

pic upon which the mind of man can be exerafed *; that upon
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BOOK V.
CHAD. L.
et

Diflribution
of the re-
mgining fub-
jeés

OF LEGISLATIVE AND

that political inftitution to be good muft have its fole foundations
in the rules of immutable juflice *; and that thofe rules, uniform
in their nature, are equally applicable to the whole human race }.

The different topiés of political-in(’c-itution_ cannot perhaps be:
more perfpicuoufly diftributed than under the four following

heads : provifions for general adminiftration ; provifions for the:

intelletual and moral improvement of individuals; provifions:
for the adminiftration of criminal juftice ; and" provifiens for the
régulation of property. Under each of thefe heads. it will be our
bufinefs, in proportion as we adhere to the great and cempre-
henfive principles already eftablifhed, rather to clear awziy abufes.

than to recommend farther and more precife regulations, rather-

to fimplify than to complicate. Abeve all we fhould not forget,, -

that government is an evil, an ufurpation upon the private judg-
ment and individual confcience of mankind ; and that, however

we may be obliged to admit it as a neceffary evil for the prefent,
.l-t behoves 1, as the friends of reafon and the human fpecies, to

- admit as little. of it as poffible, and carefully to obferve Whether,

Subjed of
the prefent
book. X

- BTN L SR R P Y S Y i
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R S R e R e e S TR

in confequence of the gradual illumination of the human mmd,,
that little may not hereafter be diminithed.

And firfk we are to confider the different provifions that may
be made for general adminiftration; including under the phrafe

b Book 11, Chap. II..
4 Book I, Chap. VI, VIII. Book INI, Chap, VIL.
' R general

L
el

AT

EXECUTIVE POWER.

-general adminifiration all that fhall be found neccﬂ'aryl of what

has ufually been denominated legiflative and executive power.
Legiflation has already appeared to be a term not applicable to hu-
man f{ociety¥. Men cannot do morethan declare and interpret law;
nor can there be an authority fo paramount, as to have the pre-
rogative of making that to be law, which abftra& and immutable
juftice had not'made. to be law previouﬂj.to that interpofition.
But it might notwithftanding this be found neceffary, that there

thould be an authority empowered to declare thofe general prin- -

ciples; by which the equity of the community will be regulated,

. in particular cafes upon which it may be compelled to decide.

The queftion concerning the reality and extent of this neceffity it

is proper to referve for after confideration. . Executive power

confifts of two very diftint parts: general delibera't'ions relative

to particular emergencies, which, fo :far as practicability is con-

cerned, may be exermfed cither by one individual or a body of
mdwxduals, fuch as peace and war, taxation 1, and the fele@tion
of proper periods for convoking deliberative affemblies : and par-

ticular fun&ions, fuch as thofe of financial detail, or minute fu-

perintendence, which -cannot be: éxercifed unlefs by one or at

moft by a {mall number of perfons. .

In reviewing thefe feveral branches of authority, and confider-
ing the perfons to whom they may be moft properly confided, we

* Book III, Chap. V.

+ I ftate the article of taxation as a branch of exccittive governmcut, fince it

is not, likc ldw or the declaration of law, a promuigating of fome general prin-
ciple, but is a temporary regulation for fome particular emergence.

7 . .- canonot.

281

BOOK V.
CHAP. I

‘Forms of go-

vernment, -
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Method of
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OF LEGISLATIVE ‘AND EXECUTIVE POWER.

cannot do better than adopt the ordunry diftribution of forms of
government into monarchy, an{’cocracy and democracy Under
-each of thefe heads we may enquire .into the merits of their
refpedive principles, firft abfolutely, and upon the hypothefis of
their ftanding fingly for the whole adminiftration ; -and fecondly,
in a limited view, upon the fuppofition of theif"con{’rituting'one
branch only of the fyftem of government. - It is ufually alike
incident to them all to confide the minuter branches of executive
detail to inferior agents. ' ' '

Onie thing more it is neceffary to premife. . The merits of each
of the three heads I have enumerated are to be confidered: nega-.
tively. . The corporate duties of mankind are the ‘refult of their
- If 'thcy

had no imperfedtion, : or"if men were fo conftituted-as to be

irregularities ‘and follies in their .individual capacity.

fufficiently and fufficiently early corrected by perfuafion -alone,
fociety would ceafe from its fun&ions, . Of confequence,:of the
thiee forms of government and their compofitions that ‘is: the
beft, which fhall leaft impede the aétivity and application of our
intelle€tual - powers. .- It ‘was in the recollection of this truth that
1 have preferred the term political inflitution to that of govern-
ment, the former appearmg to be {ufﬁc;ent]y expreﬁivc of that .
relative forrn, Whatever it be, into Wluch mdn’xduals would fall,
when there was no need of force to dire® them into thelr plO-—

per channel, and were no rcfra&ory members to colre&

fa
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CHAP IL

[ .
S

--1OF EDUCATION, THE EDUCATION OF A PRINCE.

NATURE OF MONARCHY 'DELIN.EATF.D. — SCHOOL OF AD-

. *VERSITY.—TENDENCY OF ' SUPERFLUITY TO INSPIRE EE-
FEMINACY — TO.DEPRIVE US:OF. THE BENEFIT OF EXPE-
RIENCE~—ILLUSTRATED: IN “THE CASE OF PRINUES.—
MANN'ER"IV WHICH THEY ARE‘ADDRESSED.'-—_-INEFFIC;'\C.Y
. OF THE INSTRUCTION. an'rowzn UPON THEM, - RS

P
i

IRST then of mdnarchy, and we wﬂl ﬁlﬂ: fuppofe the
fucceﬂion to the monarchy to be hereditary. - In this- cafe
.we }'hqvc_ : t_hf_:_‘,‘addl_tlpnal : a_dv‘ant.age'. .of confidering this - drliahn_-.-
: gui{hcd - mortal,.. who , is .thus. fet ‘over the heads. of the reft

- of ‘his fpecies, - from the period of his birth..

.. The :-sbﬁra&,idea:,of a kilng‘is<_of an-'ext!_:cme]y 'moﬁ-acntous
‘and extraordinary nature; and, though the idea has by the

_accident of education been.rendered familiar-to us from - our-

. infancy, yet perhaps-the -majority of rcadcrs can recollett the

period, - when it {h'uck them with aﬁomﬂlment and confounded
their powers of apprehenfion. It being fufficiently evident that

BOOK V.
CHAP.II.

et

Nature of

monarchy
delineated, .

-

fome fpecies of government was ncceﬁ'ary, and that individuals .-

muft:
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Bchool of ad-
verfity.
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OF EDUCATION,

muft concede a part of that facred and important privilege by
which each man is conflituted judge of his own words and
altions, for the fake of general good, it was next reqmﬁte 0
confider what expedients might be fubftituted in the room of
this -origirial claim, ~ One of thefe expedients has been monarchy.
It was the intereft of each individual that his -individua]ity

fhould be invaded as rarely as poffible ; that no invahion fhould

‘be pérmitted to flow from wanton caprice, . from- finifter -and

difingenuous views, or from the inftigation of anger, partiality
and paflion ; and that this.bank,‘ feverely levied upon the peculium
of each member of the. fociety, fhould. be -adminiftered with
frugality and difcretion. It was therefore without doubt a very

bold adventure to commit this precious depofit to the cuftody of

a ﬁng!e man, If we contemplate the human powérs swhether of
body or nind, we fhall find them much better fuited to the fuper-
mtendence of our pnvate concerns and to the adrmm{’:eung occa~
fional afliftance to others, than to the accépting ‘the formal truft
of fuperintending the affairs: and ‘watching for the happinefs of
millions.. If we recolle&t the phyfical and moral equality of

‘mankind, it will appear a very violent ufurpation upon this prin-

| ciple to place one individual at fo vaft an interval _from the reft

of his fpecies.
ly educated, or may be expelted to be educated and how well

“they are prepared for this illuftrious office,

1

Itis a common opinion that adverfity is the {chool in which all
~ extraordinary

P B e S e e e G SR e i R

Let us then confider how fuch perfons are ufual- -
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extraordinary virtue muft' be formed. Henry the fourth of BOOK V.
France and Elizabeth of England experienced a long feries of —_—
calamities beforc they were elevated to a throne. - Alfred, "¢

whom the obfcure chronicles of a barbarous age record fuch fu-.

perior virtues, pafled through the viciffitudes of a vagabond and

a fugitive.: Even the mixed, and upon the whole t,ho_-.vicious,-
yet.'aci_:omp]_iihed, chara&ters of Frederic and -Alexander, were

not formed without the interference of injuftice and perfecution. -

This hypothefis !iowovcr feems to ha_vo .been :puthed too far.

It is no more reafonable to fuppofe that virtue cannot be matured

without injuf’dce, than to bélieve, .whioh: has been another pre- -

vailing opinion, . that human happinefs. cannot be fecured with-.

out 1mpo{’cure and decelt.. Both thefe errors, have a’common

fource, a dxﬁ:ruﬁ of the ommpotence of truth. “ If their. advo- -
mmd they would have percewed that all our. voluntary actions
are judgments of the underf’tandmg, and that ations of the

- moft judicious and ufeful nature muft mf'alhbly.ﬂow.from.a real -
and genuine convicion of truth.

o P e s . Y ) o . "‘,

But, though the exaggerated opinion-here ﬁated of the ufeful- Tendency of
nefs of adverﬁty be erroneous, 1t is, like- many ‘other of our fﬁ’:ﬁ?ﬁ.‘i‘?&.
errors, allied to important- truth. - If adverfity be not neceflary, femiaacy

C it muft be allowed. that. pro{'penty is pernicious.. Not a'genuine

and phllofophxcal profpenty, which requires no more than found

: . 3D ‘health’

CHAPR.II. --
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health with a found intelle@, the capacity of procuring for our-
felves by a moderate and well regulated: mduﬁry the theans of
{ubfiftence, virtue and wifdomm: but profpenty as it is ufually
underftood, that is, a compgtence, prov1ded -for us by the¢
caprice of human inftitution, inviting our bodies to indolence,
and our minds to lethargy ; and flill more profperity, as it is
underftood in the cafe of noblemen and princes, that is, a fuper-
fluity of wealth, which deprives us of all ‘intercourfe with out

fellow men upon equal terms, and makes us prifoners of ftate,

gratified indeed with baubles and fplendour, but fhut out from
" the real benefits of focxety and the perception of truth,  If truth

be fo intrinfically powerful ds to make adverfity unneceﬁ'ary to
excite our attention to it, it is neverthelefs certain that luxury
and wealth have the moft fatal effe@s in diftorting it. “If it

réquire no foreign aid to affift its encrgies, we ought however 1o,

be upon our guard againft principles and fituations the tendency
of which may bé Péfpe‘t‘ﬁdllj to countéradt it

Nor is. this all. One of the moﬁ effential ingredients of
virtue is fomtude. It was the b]an of mgﬁy of the Grecum
philofophers, and moft of all of Diogenes, to fhow to mankind
how very limited was the fupply that oui neceflities required,

aifld how little dependent our réal weélfare and profpenty wefe -

upon the caprice of othetrs. Amdng inninierable incidents upon

record that illufirate this principle, a fingle one may fuffice to
fuggeﬁ o owr minds its general fpirit, Diogenes had a flave, -

; - : . whofe
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whofe name was Menas, and Menas thought proper upon fome

occafion to elope. . “Ha!” faid the philofopher, “can Menas

live without Diogenes, and cannot Diogenes live without Me-
nas?"’ There can be no leflon more important than that which

is thus conveyed. ‘The man that does not know himfelf not to’
"be at the mercy of other inen, that does not feel that he is in-

vulnerable to all the viciffitudes of fortune, is incapable of a con-
ftant and inflexible virtue.  He, to whom the reft of his fpecies
can reafonably look up with confidence, muft be firm; becaufe
his- mind is filled with the excellence of the object he' pur
ﬁzcs; and chearful, becanfe he knows that i 1t is out of the power
of events to- injure him. If any one thould choofe to imagine
that this idea of virtue is ftrained too high, yet all muft-allow

" that no man can be entitled to our conﬁdence, who trembles at

every wind, -who can. endure no adverﬁty, ‘and whofe very
cm&ence is linked to the artxﬁcml chara&er he fuftains, Nothing
can more- reafonably excite our contempt, than a2 man who, if
he were once reduced to the genume and ﬁmple condition of
man, -woult_i be reduced to defpair, and find himfelf incapable of
confulting and providing for his own fubfiftence, Fortitude is
a habit of mind that grows out of a fenfe of our own inde-

pendence. If -there be a man, who dares not even truft hig

‘owi imagination with the fancied change of. his circumftances,
- heé muft neceffarily be- eflominate, irrefolute :and- temperifing.
He that loves fep.fuahty or oftentation better than virtue, may be .

entitled to .onr pity, but a madman only. would entruﬂ; to his

dxfpofal any :ﬂung that was dearto lum. Lo
' 3 D2 - - . Again,
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to deprive us
of the benefit
of expe-
rieuce ;

.. underftand  the modes of - employing them. "

_thtough the inlet of the fenfes.

e > ey

OF EDUCATION, = = 1%

Again, the only means by which truth, however immutable
in its own nature, can be communicated to the human mind-is
It is perhaps impoffible that a
If -we would
acquire_knowledge, we muft .open our eyes,.and contemplate

man fhut up in -a cabinet can.ever be wife.

the umverfe. : Till we are acquainted with the meanmgaof terms
and the. nature of the ob_]e&s around us, we cannot underftind
the p}'opgﬁuons_that may be formed concerning them. :.'Till we
are acquhinted with the nature of the objets around us, we cane
not: compare them with-the principles  we have. formed, - ard
The_r_e are- other

ways of . att'umng wifdom and ability beﬁde the fchool of advet-
fity, but there is' no " way. of . attammg-,them but through the

medium of - experience, - ‘That: is; Lexpenence :brings -in : the

matenals with which’ intellet works 3 for it muft be'granted that
a man of limited experience will often be more capable than'he

" ‘who has gone through the greateft variety.of fcenes;- or rathes

‘perhaps, that one man may colleét more experience in a fphere
‘of 4 few miles fquare, than another who has {aﬂed round the.
world. '

' .. 'To conceive truly the value of experience we muft recolled

Athe' infinite .improvements’ the human mind *has’ received in‘a

long feries: of -ages, and- howan enlightened' European -differs

from a fohtary favage. -However multifarious are thefed xmprove..
ments, there are but-two Ways in whlch they “canbe appro~
pnated by any individual; either at fecond hand by books and

7 - , convexfatlon,
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-converfation, . or at firft hand by our’own obfervations of men and DOOK v

-things: - The improveément we receivé in the ficlt of thefe modes “———'

js unlimited; but it will not'do alore,:-~We:cannot underftand

- books,: till 'we have feen the fubjcé‘ts .of:-.which .thi_:jr'trcht."-f

2. . . -
U B TT - - ST I . *
- - - .. e d e - * - Rs. . N .
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He that kaows the mind :of : man,imuft have: obferved it for

hlmfelf ‘he that knows it moft intimately, muft have obferved it

Ain its greateft variety of fituations. He muft have feen it with-

out difguife, when no exterior. fitdation puts:a curb upon -its

pa{ﬁoné, and induces the individual to 'exhibit.a ﬂuglied,‘-ri_t:it'a

fpontaneous charalter. :: ‘He:'muft; have: feen’, men' in their’, un-

B guarded . moments, when the: - eagernels’ of temporary refent-

-ment tipstheir tongue with ﬁre, when they are animated and

dtlated by hopey when they are , tortured and anatomifed ’ by

defpalr, when the fouI pours out 1ts mmoft felf into the, bofom ’

cof an. equal and a frxend La{tly, he mu& himfelf have been an . s

) a&or 1in the fcene, have had hls own paﬂions brought into play, -

fuccefs, or he w;ll feel and under[’fand about as much of. What

:he fees, as mankmd in general would of the- traufa&rons of the

.mtnohfcd mhabltants of the planet Mercury, or the falamanders
that live in the fum—Such is the educatxon of the true phile-
fopher, the genume politician, the - friend and benefa&or of

humankmd L SRR

PR O R PR B R Y

f'.

What is the educatxon of a prmcei Its ﬁr& quahty is extrerne 1l}l‘uﬂrated£1m
. - the cale of -
‘ tenderneﬁs. puneeﬂ..s.
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’ ook Vi tenderncfs, The winds of heaven are not permitted to blow fity or the flaves _Aof choice, he does not underfland even the DooE Y
“—— upon him. He is drefled and undreffed by his lacqueys and va- meaning of the word freedom. His temper is infolent, and im< ‘~———
' lets. His wants are carefully anticipated; his defires without patient of parley and expoftulation, Knowing nothing, he be- "

; any effort of his profufely fupplied. His health is of too much lieves himfelf fovereignly informed, and runs headlong into dan-

' ~ . importance to the community to permit him to exert any con- ger, ndt from firmnefs and courage, but from the moft egregious

: fiderable effort cither of Lody or mind. He muft not hear the wilfulnefs and vamty Like Pyrrho among the ancient philo-~

1 voice of reprimand or blame. In all things it is firft of all to be fophers, if his attendants were at a diftance, ‘and he truﬁed him- T .
: .remembered that he is a prince, that is, fome rare and precious felf alone in the open air, he would perhaps be run over by the

creature, but not of human kind, | next coach, or fall down'the firflt premplce. . His vlolcnce and

: . prefumptlon are ﬁnkmgly contrafted with the extreme tumdlty

s « Manner in 'As he is the heir to a throne,. it is never forgotten by thpfc " of his difpofition. 'The firft oppofition terrifies him, the firft

’ ' ' :::Sd:?lgd about him, that confiderable importance is to be annexed to his diﬂiculty- feen and'undei‘ﬂooﬂ appeafa irifu'p‘esahle. ) ‘He freﬁlble's'
II | favour or his difpleafure. Accordingly they never exprefs them- at a fhadow, and at ‘the- very femblmce of adverﬁty 13 dlﬂ'olved ‘

-5! {elves in his prefence frankly and naturally, either refpecting him into tears, It has accordmgly been “obferved that punces ar¢

! ‘or themfelves, They are fupporting a patt, They play under commonly fuperﬁitlou:, beyond the rate of common morials,

ii ¢ - amafk,” Their own fortune and emolument is always upper- R

f}i moﬂ: in their minds, at ‘the fame time that they are’ anxlous to -Above all, ﬁmp]e, unquahﬁed truth i is a ﬂ:ranger to hlS ear; It

5, appear generous, dlﬁntere{’ced and fincere, "All his capnces are either never approaches or if fo unexpe&ed a gueﬁ thl]]d oncc

: to be complied with. - All his gratlﬁcatmns are to be Pcudied appear, it meets with fo cold a recepnon, as to afford httle ‘encou~

Thcy find him a depraved and fordid mortal they _]udge of his _ragement to a fecond vifit. The Ionger he has been accuf’comed
to fallhood and flattery, the more’ gratmg will it found. The

longer he has been accuﬁomed to falthood - and’ ﬂattery, the

{ ' -1ppet1tes and capacnties by their own ; and the gratlﬁcatmns they'
recommend ferve to fink him deeper_ in folly and vice. -
: B R mote teirible will the tafk appear to hlm, to change his taftes,

What s the refult of fuch an education ? > Havi;jg hever expe- ‘aiid difcatd his favourites, He will either place a blind confi- -

rienced contradi@ion, the young prince is arrogant and prefump..' dence in-all men, or, havmg dete@ed ‘the: mﬁncenry of thofe 7
] * tuous. - Having always been accuftomed to the flaves of necel ¥ho were moft agreeable to hxm, wxll conclude that all men’are )
' ity ]

5 . '. kpavifh'

AT AT F LA

| Iy R, e e g
IR 2573 T 5 M T TR S A R R,



ORI 5 R e e MR S

e

e R R BB T el et e b i bt o P e 0 e i e mm o o -

T T

e

i
Y

i
it
i
i

O A o LT o i

it

it o

- A
ot e P TSI

L4

‘,'!ﬁ

g N Lt
Lok N
v

i

e it

e A R T D i L o i
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Eﬁ%_}’f_ -knavith and defigning. As a confequence of this laft opinion,
‘e~ he will become indifferent to mankind, callous to their fufferings,
and will believe that even the virtuous are knaves under a craftier
mafk. Such is the education of an individual, who is deftined

to fuperintend the affairs and ivatch for tfnj: happinefs of mill_iq_us.'

In this pl&ure are 1ndeed contaxned all’ thofe features wlnch
naturally conftitute the education of a prince, into the condu&-
ing of which no. perfon of energy and vn‘tue has by accident
been mtroduced In real life it will be. vanoufly modxﬁed but.
the majority of the features, unlefs in very rare inftances, w1ll
remain the fame. In no cafe can the educatmn of a friend and
benefactor of human Lmd as {ketched in a precedmg page, by
any fpeculatwe contrivance be commumcated

Inefficacy of  INor is there any difﬁculty in accounting for this univerfal .
. the inftruc-

tion beftowed mifcarriage. ‘The wifeft preceptor thus c1rcumﬁanced muft la-
upon them,

unnatural as that of a prince, fo difficult to be underftood by him

who occupies 1t fo 1rreﬁ{hb1y propelhng the ymind to mlﬁake.
The firlt ideas 1t fuggefts are of a tranquillifing and foporific na~
“ture. It fills him with the opinion of his fecretly poffefling fome

mherent advantage over the reft of his: fpecies, by. which he is

formed to comrnand and they. to obey If you aflure ‘him- of

the contrary, you can expe&t only an 1mperfe6t and temporary,

credit 3 for fats, which in this cafe depofe againft you, fpeak a
' language

-

e ¢ e . e e

bour under mfuperable dlfadvantages. No ﬁtuanon can be fo _
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THE EDUCATION OF A PRINCE.

language more emphatic and intelligible than words. If it were
-not as he fuppofes, why fhould .every one that approaches be
‘eager to ferve’ him ! ' The fordid and felfith motives by which
they. aré really animated he is very late in detelting: It-may

1

-put the profeffions of others to the teft by his real wants, has in
any inftance been completely aware -of -the little credit that is
often due to them, A prince finds himfelf courted and adored
long before he can have acquired a merit entitling him to fuch
diftin@ions. . By what arguments- can’ you' perfuade him’labo-
rioufly to purfue what appears fo completely fuperfluous ? - How

"-can you induce him-to-be diffatisfied with his prefent acquifitions,
“vhile every other - perfon aﬂ'ures him that his accomph{hments
are ‘admirable and his-mind a’ Iﬂll‘l‘Ol‘ of. fagacity ? How wﬂl
“you - perfuade him {who finds all his -wifhes anticipated, to ‘en-
-gage in any. arduous undcrtakmg, or propofc any dlﬂ:ant obJeCt
for hls ambition ? -

R PO T
‘.Jl-' S : r

RPN
- &

But, even' fhould you fucceed in thls, his purfmts may be e ex-

peE’ced to e either mifchievous or ufelefs. His underﬁ:andmg :

i diftorted ; and the bafis of all morahty, the recollettion that
 “other men ate beings of the fame order-with himfelf, ‘i extir-
-pated,- Tt would be unreafonable to expet frofrt-him’ aiy thing
-generous and. humane, ~ Unfortunate as he is, his fituation is
:continually propelling him to vice, uud_ deftroying the -germs of
'integrity and virtue’ before. they are unfolded. ' If fenfibility be-
s . 3 E . gin

even be doubted whether the individual,: who was never led to
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-namented road of benevolence.

~ publication of the celebrated madame de Genhs, in which fhe

 their difpofition and habits at the time. they were_ commttted to
“her care. “ The duke de Valois (the eldeﬁ) is frequently coarfe

" gar expreﬂions ; and all this feafoned with the proverblal feruhty

OF EDUCATION; "

gin to difcover itfclf, it is immediately poifonied by the blighting
winds of flattery. Amufement and"fenfuality call with an im-
perious voice, and will not altoW him time to feel. = Artificial a$
is the charaCer he fills, even thould he afpire to fame, it will be
by the artificial methods of falle refinement, or the barbaroxis in-~
ventions of vfurpation and conqueft, not by the piam and unor-

‘So-me idea of the methods ufually purfued, and the effects pro-
ditced in the education of a prince, may be’ collétted from a late
gives an account of her own proceedings in relation to the chil-
dren of the duke d’Orleans; She thus deferibes the features of
in his manners and 1gnoble in his expreflions. . He finds a great

deal of humour in defcribing mean and common obje&ts by vul-

of Sancho Panza hlmfelf and fet off w:th a loud forced. laugh

"His prate is eternal, nor does he fufpe& but that 1t muf’c be an

exquifite gratification to any. on¢ to be entertamed w1th ity and
he frequently heightens the Je{t by a: falﬂmod uttered. in : the

graveﬁ manner imaginable.’ Neither he nor his brother has the

leaft regard for any. body but himfelf; they are felfith and grafp-
ing to an extreme, conﬁdermg every thing that is done for them
as their due, and 1magmmg that they ate in- no- refpeé’c obliged

: " {0
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THE EDUCATION:OF A'PRINCE. 1305
to confult the happinefs of others, The flighteft reproof is be- gggllf v
yond’ meafure thocking to thém;:and-the indignation they con- “——~—

ceive at it immediatély vents itfelf in: fullennefs or tears, .They

- are:in- an uncommon :degree- effeminate; afraid of: the wind or

the cold, unable to'run or to.leap, or:even fo inuch s to walk
at a round- pace, or for more’than’ half an hour together. - The
duke de Valois has un ‘extreme terror of dogs, to fuch a dégrec
as to turn pale and fhrick out at the ﬁght of one,” & '\Vhen the
children of the duke d’Orlcans weré committed to my care, they
had been -accuftomed in winter to’ wear undei-waiftcoats, two
pair of ﬁockmgs, gloves, muﬂ's, &ec. 'The eldeft, who was eight
years of age, nevel came down ftairs without bemg fupported
by the arm of one or two. perfons the domefhcs were obliged
to render ‘them the meaneft fervxces, and for a:cold or _any
ﬂlght mdlfpoﬁtlon, fat up with them for mghts togethe P

Madame

: * “ M de Va?a:; a encore des mam?: es !:m: ds ﬁzgrm&]e:, d.r.r ea.prgﬂ' ans :g.vza!ale:, {.;
de rmu' en fm:.f le plm' mauvais ton. .A _prsfmt gudi il off & _/bn aife avec moky il e
débite s avec con ﬁan:e toutes It.r gmtdlgﬂé: g:t’m Im o apprifes. Temt cela :_:j&'z!/iume de
tous les prwmﬁ:.r de Snm:ba, et d’rm  gros rire ﬁrce, qui ;/i pas l: moindre de ﬁ.r défa- .
grimens. En outre, il gﬂ trés é.wm dy grand conteur, &5 il ment fouvent pour fe die
vertir ; avec cela la plus grande indiffévence pour M. 55 Mde. de Chartres, n'y pﬂgﬁxm‘
Jamais, les vayant fro:dement, ne défirant pamt les oir. -—II: étoient Pun & Pautre de
Ia plus gramle impoliteffé, oui & non tout ca.rm‘, ot un figne de tite, peu ﬂt’aﬂny_:ﬂbnt,
parce qu’:l.r croient qu’.rl w'efl point de foins, & atfmmm, ni d'égards qilon ne les doive.
I wétoit pas poffi He de les reprendre fans les mettre an défefpoiry dans ce cas, toujours
des plmr.r ou de Phumear. "Hs toient trds douillets, cr. aignant le vent, le Jroidy ue

3E2 . powvani,
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396 : OF EDUCATION "+ ¢ . -
1 , : [ 307 1 L
t gggi‘} ¥f Madame de Génlis, a woman of uncommon talents and com- o e
~—— prechenfive views, though’ herfelf infeCted with a confiderable ‘ . L
: number of errors, corre&ed thefe defe@s in the young princes. : L CHAP . 1 -
But few princes have the good fortune to be educated by a mind : Sy o ] " .
fo powerful and wife as that of madame de Genlis, and-we may . "PRIVATE LIFE OF A PRINCE,
: ! .
! fafely take our ftandard for the average: -calculation rather from . _ . |
4 her predeceflors than herfelf. . She forms-the excéption ; . they PRINCIPLES BY WHICH HE IS. INFLUENCED—IRRESPONSI~
R the rule. Even were it otherwife, we have already feen what BILITY—IMPATIENCE OF CONTROL—HABITS OF DIS-
it is that a preceptor can do in the education - of a prince, .; Nor  SIPATION—IGNORANCE—DISLIKE OF TRUTH——DISLIKE
g {hould it be forgotten that thefe were not of the clafs of princes L OFj USTICE—PITIABLE SITUATION OF PRINCES, |
u deftined to a throme. - 0 . 0 cuvocooer el T o : | N
. : - T O S T I = At UCH is the culture; the fruit that it produces may eaiﬁl).r be. BOOK V.
% psuvanf, nsn ﬁwkmmt ni ccm Y ﬁmiﬂ‘, mau' memc m mmclw' a"m' hu pa.r, Eﬁ’ conJe&ured The fa{h“)n “Fhlch is glve n tO the IIll[l. d in CHAP, IH-‘

_plus dune devsi-beure.  Et M. le duc de Valsis aymt une penr qﬂ'tme de.r cf'mu an youth it 01d1nar11y retains m age " and lt is with ordlnary cales

print dt pﬁln C"J' de crier quand il en vg )an‘ :m ;
! only that the prefent argument is concemcd If there have been .

e .,Qrmmi on m'a yemis censx que fai Eleis d.f “avsient I’i-ahmde de prrler en luwr

kin
des g:ﬂeﬁ,d o5 dottles paives de basy des g1 -ands manchons, Ge. Lainéy qui avait buit ngs, as there have been other men, in the forming Of “’hom

i1
1 1
31 :
8 ans, ne difrendoit jamais un gﬁ'alm' fans s nppuyr ﬁn‘ le bra: dune ou deux per; jbrme.r. Pal'UCUIaT have outwelghed general C'mfes, the Ieco][eﬁmn Of i
. On bligesit des dann_ﬂ:qm.r de ces &1 nfans & leur rendre fes ﬁ'r'wrr.r fes plm wils : paur uts fuch exceptions has little to do° w ith the queftion, w hether mo g
I ’ -
rhumty pour une frger: incommodité, ces demefligues pqﬂimzt Jans e fk.f sils, &Fc e nar Chy be g enerally fPC’lklng d bene fit ‘or an eu] Nat I : N
; ature has o oy

Legons dune Ginvernante & i fes Elrves, par Mde. de S:IIer‘v B: m’art

a (ci-dovant ramh_’ﬂi‘ " Gmh.r), e IL. no parncular mould of which ihe founs the. 1ntelle&s of princes; .

monarchy is certamly not jure diviuo ; and of confequence, what--

ever {yftem we may adopt.upon the fubje& of natural talents,,

P

the 01dm'u‘y rate of kings will poﬂ'cfs at beft but the ordinary

Tt AR w1 L VS

rate of lmmm underﬁandmg In what has. been fald and in

[P

.

what remains to fay we are not to fix our minds upon pro-

i3

dlgles, but to thmk of the fpecxcs as it is u.l'ua]ly found.
. : | Bat,

QHAP.
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BOOR V.
CHAP, IIIL.
—

Principles by
which he 15
influenced:

Jm:fponﬁbl-
lity :

PRIVATE LIFE OF A PRINEE

But, though education for the moft part detcymines the cha-
racter of the future man, it may not be ufelefs to follow the dife
quifition a little farther. - Education in ope fenfe is the affair of
jroutll, but in a ftriter and more accurate fenfe the education of
an intelletual being can terminate only with- his’ hfe. Every in-
cident that befals us is the parent of a fentiment, and either con--

firms or countera&s the preconcepuons of the mmd Sk e

i T “,:_. _, I R L R . ) .___-“.. .- ..

* Now the caufes that acted upon kmgs in their m:nonty, ‘con-
tinue to at upon them in thelr maturer years; Every thmg is
carefully kept out of ﬁght that may remind them they ale ‘men,
Every means is employed that can perfuade them that the)r are
of a dlﬂ'erent fpecies of beings, and fubje&t to different laws of

exiftence. ¢ A]ung,” fuch at lea{’t is the maxim of abfolute .
monarchies, * though obhged by a rigid fyﬁem of dutle ‘is ac- "

countable for his difcharge of thofe duties only to God,”’ That

is, expofed to a hundred fold more fedu&xons than ordmary mer,

he has not like them the. checks of a vifible conﬁltunon of
thmgs, perpetmlly through the medulm of the fenfes makmg '
their way to the mind. He is taught to beheve hlmfelf' fupe-
rior to the reflraints that bind ordmary men, and fub_]e& to a
rule peculiarly his own, Every thing is trufted to the motives
of an invifible world; which, whatever may be the efhmate to
'Whlch they are entitled in"the view of phllofophy, mankind are
not now to learn are weakly Felt by thofe who are 1mmerged in

fplendour or affairs, and have ittle chance of fuccefs in confend-

4 ing

PRIVATE LIFE OF A PRINCE.

ing with the impreffions of fenfe and the allurements of v1ﬁble
objelts.

It is a maxim' generally received in the world ¢ that . every king
is a defpot in his heart,”- and the' fmaxim can feldom fail fo be
verified in the experiment. © A limited monarch and an abfolute

monarch, though in many refpes different, “approach’in more

‘points than they feparate. A monarch, ftritly. without limi-

'tati'oﬁ',' is perhaps a- phenomenon' that never yet . exifted,” All

countries have poffeffed “fome " check upon defpotifin; which to
their deluded unagmatloﬁs appeated a fofficient fecurlty for their
independence. All-kings have poffeffed’ fiuch a poruon of luxury

. LTI S NI ) R P i S T
Pty gt Dol o z LN
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" BOOK V.
CHAP. III.
AP,

lmpatlcnce
of control:

and eafe; have been fo far furrounded with fer\uhty and falthood, _

and” to *fuch’ a degree’ exempt from pexfonal refponﬁblhty, as

to def’croy the natural ‘and wholefome’ complexmn of the’ *hir-

nan mind, Bemg placed fo hlgh they find but one ﬁep be-‘

tween thein and the fummlt of focial authonty, and they cmnot
but eagerl}r deﬁre to gam that ftep. Having fo frequent OLCaﬁUDS

of feemg their behefts 1mphc:tly obeyed bemg trained in To Iung |

a fcene of adulation and fervxhty, it lS nnpoﬁible they fheuld_ not

feel fomc mdlgnatton at the’ honeﬁ ﬁrmnefs that fets Iumts to

their ommpotence. “But to fay, ¢ that every kmg is'a defpot in -

his HLeart,” wﬁl p;efent]y be fhown 1"to be the fame thmg as to

fay, that every kmg is by unavoxdable neceﬂity the enemy of
the human rage. . i : ~ ;

PR T 2 T R
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BOOK V.,
LCHAP. HI.

——
habits of dil-
fipation:

ignorance :

amufements, - It would be.abfurd to ‘expelt from kings the re-

. and reflections that would demand feventy of dlfqmﬁuon.

PRIVATLE LIFE OF A PRINCE.

The principal fource of virtuous conduét is to recollect the
abfent.
will be the ﬁérpetual flave of fenfuality and felfithnefs. He will

have no principle by which to reftrain appetite, or to employ

He: that takes into his cftimate prefent things alone,

himfelf in juft and benevolent purfuits, | The caufc of virtue and
1nnocence, -however urgent, will no {ooner ceafe to be heard,
than it will be.forgotten, Accordingly nothing is found more
favourable ‘to the attainment of moral excellence, than medxta—-

tion : nothing more inimical than.an unmterrupted fucceﬂion of

colle&tion of virtue in exile or difgrace. It has generally been
obferved, that even for the lofs cf a flatterer or a favourite they
fpeedily .con'fole themfelves. Image after image fo fpeedily fuc-

ceed in their fenforium, .that no one of them leaves a durable
nnprefﬁon. A circumftance whlch contnbutes to this moral in-

fenfibility, is the effeminacy and cowardice which glow out of

perpétual indulgence. - Their minds fponfaneouﬂy fhrink from

painful 1deas, from motlves that would awaken:them to effort,

Fl

'What ﬁtu'ttmn can be more unfortunate than tlmt of a ﬂ;ran-

ger, who cannot fpeak our language, _knows nothmg of our

manners and cuﬁoms, and enters mto the bufy fcene of our af-
fan's, w;thout one friend to advxfe w1th or aflift hlm? If any
thmg is to be got by fuch a man, we may depend upon fecing

hlm inftantly furrounded ‘with a group of thieves, tharpers and

2 . extortioners. -
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- PRIVATE LIFE OF A PRINCE 401

extorﬁoners. . They will make him fivallow the mo_ft incredible C‘ig?g‘ ‘I‘; -
fories, will impofe upon him in every article of his neceflities or “~———".
his commerce, and he will leave the country at laft, as unfriended

and in as abfolute-ignorance as he entered it. -* Such a firanger is :
a-king ; .but with this diﬁ'crence, -that the foreigner, if he bea -

man of fagacity and penetration, may make’ his- way . through

-this crowd of intruders, and difcover a fet ‘of perfons worthy of

his confidence,. which'can -fcarcely in any cafe happen to a king,
He is placed in a vortex peculiarly his own. -He is furrounded
with an atmofphere through which 1t is nnpoﬁible for -him to
difcover the true colours and figure of things, 'The perfons that

are<near_him are in a cabal and confpiracy of their- own, and

_there " is- nothing about which they are'more anxious than to

keep truth from-approaching lnm. ‘'The man, who is not-ac-
ceffible .to' €very. comer, who delwers up his perfon ‘into the
cuftody of another, and may,' for- any thing that he can tell, be
precluded'fron‘-thht very intercourfe and knowledge it is moft
important for him to po{rch, whatever name he may bear, is in
reality a prifoner, '
..-Whatever the arbitrary inftitutions of men may pretend, the
more powerful inftitutions of nature forbid one man to tranfa&
the affairs and provide for the welfare of millions. -A king foon
finds the neceffity of entrufting his funétions to the ﬁdminiﬁration '
of his fervants, : He acquires the habit of feéing with their éyés
and alting with their hands, ~He finds the neceffity of confid’
' ' 3 F : 'ing
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BOOK V.
CHAP. I

PRIVATE LIFE OF A PRINCE
ing implicitly in théir fidelity. Like a man long fhut-upina

Rt ead dungeon, his organs are not firong . enough to bear the irradia-

tion of truth. ‘Accuftomed to receive information of the feelings
and fentiments of mankind through the medium of another per--
fon, he cannot bear direétly to converfe with bufinefs and affairs.
Whoever would detach his confidence from his prefent “famur.-
ites, and induce him to pafs over again in {crutiny the principles
and data upon which he has already determined, requires of him -
too painful a tafk, He haftens from his informer to comniuni-
cate the accufation to his favourite, and the tongue that has been
accuftomed to gain credit, eafily varnithes over this new difco-
very. He flies from uncertainty, anxiety and doubt to his rou-

tine of amnfements or amufement prefents itfelf] is importunate -

to be recewed and prefently obliterates the tale that overfpread
the mind with melancholy and fufpicion. Much has been- faid
of intrigue and duph(:lty They have been alledged to intrude
themfelves into the walks of commeice, to haunt the intercourfe
of men of letters, and to rend the petty concerns of a village with
faGtion. 'B.ut, wherever elfe they may be ﬁraﬁgers, in -courts
~ they unddubfe’dly find a congetiial climaté. The intrufive tale-
bearer, who carries knowledge to the ear of kings, is within
that circle an objet of general abhorrence. ‘The favourite
marks him for his victim j ‘and the ina&tive and unimpaf-
ﬁongd'tempér of the monarch:foon refigns him to the vin-

: di&ive'impoitunity of his adverfary,’ It is in the contempla-

tion of thefe:circumftances that Fenelon has remarked  that

’

8 “ ¢ Lings

P 1Yy
fn
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PRIVATE LIFE OF ‘A PRINCE,

“ kings are the moft unfortumtc and the moﬁ: rmﬂed of all hu-

man btemgs“-e »

But in reality were they in poffeflion of purer fources of in-
formation, it would be to little purpofe. - Royalty:inc-vitably' al-
Ties itfelf to vice."
ﬁon of ¢ any chara&er, is _]uﬂ confiftent and fincere. But angs,
debauched by their cducauon, ruined-by their fituation; cannot

endure - an mtercourfe w1th thefe attnbutes. “Sincerity, that

would tell them' of . their errors “and remmd them of their cow:
: ardlce juftice, that, uninfluenced ‘by the trappings of majefty,

Wou]d eftimate the man at hls true defert; :confiftency, that no-

temptatxon would induce to part with 1ts pnnmples 3 are odious
and mtolerable in the:r eyes. From fuch mtrnders they hafteri
to' mien of a phant charader, who will flatter their miftakes, put

a falfe varm{h on their actions, and be vifited by no 1mpertment

feriplés in’ aﬂifhng the mdulgence of their 1ppet1tes. There is:
fearcely in human’ nature an mﬁe\lbxhty that ¢ can reﬁﬁ perpetual.

ﬂattcry and’ comph'mce. _ " The’ “virtues that grow up among us

aré cultured in the open foil ‘of * equaht}, not in* the “artificial
climate of greatnéfs. We need the winds to harden, as much as
_ % € Les plus malkeurens & les plus —d-z'm.%k.r de'tous Tes’ bommmee.
Liv. XIII. More forcible and impreflive dcfcriptidn-is fcarcely any where to
be found, .than that of the evils irifeparable from monarch:cal gmcrnment,
contamed in th:s and the follo“ mg book of I‘enclon s work.

31" , the

'Vi'rtue, in proportion ‘as it has taken poffef-

't & -.-- LR
1! Télinagque,
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BOOK V.’
CHAP. IIT.

k..__v..._J.

Diflike of
truth :
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404 PRIVATE LIFE OF A PRINCE

g}?g§ Yfr the heat to cherith us. Many a mind, that promifed well in its
‘‘——~—’ outfet, has been found incapable to ftand the teft of perpetual
indulgence and cafe, without one fhock to waken, and one

calamity to ftop it in its finooth career..

‘3;{&"';5 of  Monarchy is in rcaiity fo unnatural an inftitution, that man-
T kind have at all times firongly Tufpe@ed it was unfriendly
to their happidefs. - The power of truth upon important topics.
is fuch, that it may rather be faid to- be-obfcured -than oblite-
rated;; and falfhood has fcarcely ever been fofuccefsful, as not to-
have had a reftlefs and powerful -antagonift in the heart of. its

" votaries. --'The man -who with, dxﬁiculty earns his’ fcanry fub-

fiftence, cannot behold the oftentatious fplendour. of a ]ung,'-

without being vifited by fome fenfe of 1n_]u{‘nce.' He. 1nev1tably
queftions in his mind.the utility of an officer whofe fervices are
hired. at fo enormous a price. -If he. confider the fubjett with
any. degree of accuracy;: he is led to-perceive, and, that- with

fufficient. furprife, that a king is nothing more than a common

mortal, exceeded by many and equalled by more in every requi-
fite of ﬁrength,' capacity. and virtue. He feels therefore- that
nothing can be more groundlefs and unjuft than the fuppofing;
that one fuch man-as this is the fitteft and moft competent in--
frument for. regulating the affairs. of nations,.

_ Thefe- refletions are fo unavoidablé that- ki;i]gs themfelves
- have often been aware of the. danger to their imaginary happi-
nefs.

L
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PRIVATE LIFE OF A PRINCE 405

nefs with which they are pregnant, - They have fometimes been (ﬁ?gg ‘1‘;} .
alarmed with the progrefs of thinking, and oftener regarded the .*——=
eafe and profperity of their fubjes as a fource of terror and )
apprehenﬁon. - They juftly confider their functions as a fort of

pubhc exhibition, the fuccefs of which depends upon the credu-

lity of the fpeQators,’ ;gnd which goqd fenfe and courage would

{peedily b;:ing toa termination. Hence th_e,wéll known ma;gims

of 'monarchical go{rernment that, eafc is the parent of rebellion,.

and that it is. neceflary to, keep the people in a flate of poverty

and endurance.in- order, to render them fubmiffive. - Hence it

hag been the perpetual complalnt of defpotxﬁn, that *¢ the reftive

‘knaves_are overrun w1th eafe, and- plenty ever,is the nurfe of

. Hence it has been the leflon..perpetually read to

m-onarchs : ¢ Render your fub_]eﬂ:s profperous, and- they will-

' {peedily refufe to labour ; they will become ftubborn, proud, un-.
fubmiffive to the yoke, and xipe for revolt. : It is impotence and:

_ mifery that alone will render them fupple, and prevent them fiom

rebelling agamﬂ: the dt&ates of authonty 17

o "-"f'.f.': g

. It is a common and vnigar obfervatlon that the ftate of a kmg Pitiable fitue-

ation of
i greatly to be pitied. “All his 'uihons are hemmed in. with princes..

UL A1 TIE RN E RN S

i.# Tragedy of ]ane Shore, AGIE -

.o

B Sz A pm;pk: a'zm.r r ﬁundaﬂcr, ils:me - traimr”u ont-" plisy ils
Jw:mdront fiersy indociles, ef fevont toujours préts @ fe revalter : il w5 a que la foibleffe -
¢t la mifere qui fes m.-dc wt fouplesy et qui les emperlwrt de reff _/kr a Pautorité?

- T A Télimague, Liv. XIII..
' | anxiety;
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BOOK V.,
CHAP. 111

‘——— and carelefs hilarity of his mind ; but is obliged, if he be of an

anxicty and doubt.  He cannot, like other men, indulge the' gay
honeft and confcientious’ dlfpoﬁnon, to conﬁder how neceﬁ'ary
the time, which he’is thoughtlefsly gtvmg to amuf'ement may

be to-the relief of a worthy ‘and  opprefled - individual ; -how

many benefits might i in a thoufand inflances refult from’ his in= .

terference ; how many a. guﬂelefs and ‘undefig gnmg ‘heart might
be cheared by his juftice. . The condué of - kmgs is' the fubjeét
of the fevereft cntlcifm, which thé very natire of ‘their fituation
difables. them to ‘encounter. ~ A’ thou{':md thlngs are ‘done” in
théir name  in which’ they have i no parncxpanon “a thoufand

frories ' are- “fo ‘difguifed to their *edr as to ‘render * the’ “triith

T

abfolutely undifcoverable ; and the king is thé general fcape-goat, |

loaded with'the oﬂ'ences of all his dependents. S

,. AR § T TR Y

‘No pi&ure'ca'n be more "-jiﬂic,'f jddiéiéils"ﬁr;f_d humane than’ thiat
which*is* thus exhibited. Why ‘then fhould th2 “idvotates’ of
antlmonmchlcal principlés bé conifi dered as the enciniés of kmgs?
The)r would relicve them from © a load would fink a’ navy, too
miuch horiour ¥, *Théy’ would ! exalt ‘them™ to" the’ h'lppy and
: enmdble condition of privaté individtals, *In reahty notlung can
be more iniquitous and cruel than to impofe upon a man the
unnatural office of .a king. . It is not.lefs 1nequ1table towards
him that exercifes it, than_ towards them who are fub_]e{ted to it

@ Shake{pe:itc: chry the Eighthy AQIL
" Kings,

PRIVATE LIFE OF A PRINCE

Kings, if they underftood their own interefts, would be the firlk
to efpoufe thefe principles, the moft eager to liften to them, the
moft fervent in exprefling their efteem of the men who under-
take tb'in}p;efs._ upon their fpecies this important truth,

407

" BOOK V. -
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BOOK V.

. CHAP. 1V,

%m‘)
Suppofed ex-
cellence of
this form of

government

Lontroverted:

C H-A P- _F IV- ‘ ) ': . . "

OF A VIRTUOUS DESPOTISM.

SUPPOSED EXCE.LLENCE OF THIS FORM OF GOVERNMENT
CONTROVERTED—FROM THE NARROWNESS OF HUMAN
POWERS.—CASE OF A VICIOUS-ADMINISTRAT!ON—OF A
\'IRTiJOUS ADMINISTRATION INTENDED TO BE ?‘ORMED.
— MONARCHY NOT -ADAPTED TO THE GOYERNMENT
OF LARGE STATES. -

HERE is a principle frequently maintained upon this fub-

je&, which is well entitled to our impartial confideration.
It is granted by thofe who efpoufe it, “that abfolute monarch)",
from the imperfe@tion of thofe by whom it is admi;ﬁﬂered, is
moft frequently attended with evil;” but they affert, ¢ that it is
the belt and moft defirable of all forms under a good and
virtuous prince. It is expofed,” fay they, “to the fate of
all éxcellent natures, and from the beft thing frequently, if cor-

11ipted, becomes the worft.” This remark is certainly not very

decifive of the general queftion, fo long as any weight fhall be

attributed to the arguments which have been adduced'to evince
what fort of chara&ter and dlfpoﬁtlon may be ordlnanly expelted
in princes. It may however be allowed, if true, to create in
the mind a fort of partml retro{'pe& to this happy and perfe&t

- - defpotifm ;

1

OF A VIRTUOUS DESPOTISM.

_defpo'tifm;.and,- if it can be fhown to be falfe, it will rendé’r

. the argument for the abolition of monarchy, fo far as it is con-

-

«cerned, more entire and complete, -

,Noiv‘, whatever difpoﬁtidns ‘any man may poflefs in favour
of the welfare of others, two things are neceffary to give them
validity ; difcernment and power. I can promote the welfare of
a few perfons, becaufe I can be fuﬁiciéntly informed of their
circumftances, - 1 can promote the welfare of many in certain
general articles,: becaufe for this purpofe it.is only neceflary that
1 fhould be informed of the nature of the human mind as fuch,

not of the perfonal fituation of. the individuals concerned. . But -
for one man to undertake to adminifter the affairs of millions, to

- fupply, -not ‘general principles and perfpicuous reafoning, but

particular application, and meafures adapted to the neceffities of
the moment, is of all undertakings the moft extravagant and
abfurd.. . -

~

. 'The moft natural and obvious of all proceedings_ is for each
man to be the foveréign arbiter of his own concerns. If the

imperfe@tion, the narrow views and the miftakes of human

‘beings vender this in certain cafes inexpedient and impraQicable,

the next refource is to call in the opinion of his peers, perfons

. .who from their vicinity may be prefumed to have fome general
know]edge of the cafe, and who have leifure and means minute- .

ly to mveﬁlgate the merits of the queftion. It ca.nnot reafonably
- : 3G - . S be
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BOOK V. }¢ doubted, that the fame expedient which men émpléyed in™’

CIIAP. IV, ]
‘e~ their civil and criminal concerns, would by uninftruted mortals

be adopted in the afleflinent of- taxes, in thedcliberations of
commerce, and in every other article in which their common
interefts were involved, -only. genetalifing the deliberative! af-
- fembly or pannel in proportion to the gencrality of the queftion.
to be decided. '

Monarchy, inftead of referring every queftion to the perfons
concerned or their neighbours, refers it to a fingle individual.
placed at the greateft diftance pdfﬁbie from the ordinary mem-
befs;_ of the focicty. Inftead of diftributing. the caufes to be
judged into as many parcels as they would conveniently admit
for the fake of providing leifure and opportunities of examina-

tion, it draws them to a fingle centre, and renders enquiry and

examination impoffible. A defpot, -however virtuoudly difpofed, -

is obliged to a& in the dark, to derive his knowledge from other
men’s information, and to execute his behefts by other men’s
i:lﬁlilmentalit)r.-- Monarchy feems to be afpecies of government
profcribed b)'r the nature .of man; and’ thofe perfons; “who
furnifhed the_if defpot with integrity and virtue, forgot to add
omnifcience and omnipotence,’ qualities not -lefs- nece{fanﬁg; to fit

him for the office they had provided,

Calc of 2 Let us ﬁ.l-_i)pof-c this honeft and incén‘upfible_defpdt to be ferved

vicious ad-

miniftration : by minifters, avaricious, hypocritical and interefted. "What will -

.

-
g

—.‘- ) o ° . } t]le :

OF A VIRTUOUS DESPOTISM.

the p;eople gain by the good intentions of their monarch ? He
will mean them the greateft benefits, but he will be alto-

‘gether unacquainted with their fituation, their character and

their .wants. ‘The information he receives will frequently be
found the very reverfe of the truth, -:He will be taught that one
individual is highly meritorious and a proper fubje@ of reward,

‘whofe only merit is the profligate “cruelty with which he has

ferved the purpofes of his-adminiftration. He will be taught
that another is the peft of -the community, who is indebted for

this report to-the fteady virtue with.which-he has traverfed’
‘and- defeated the wickednefs of government, “He will mean the

 greateft benefits-to his peopl_e; but when he preferibes fomething

calculated for ‘their advantage; his fervants under pretence -of
complying fhall“in reality perpetrate diametrically the reverfe.
Nothing will be more dangerous - than to - endedvour to remove

the obfcurity with which his minifters furround him. "f["he man,

“who _atte‘r'n'p'ts'.' fo hardy a tatk, will becoine the inceffant’ obje&

of their hatréd.  Though the fovereign fhould. be cver fo fg:i'erély

A1l

BOOK V.
CHAP. IV.

L—‘Nf—"

juft, the"time " will come when his obfervation ‘will be' laid . .

afleep, while malice and revengé are ever vigilant."- Could :he

unfold the fecrets of “his ..'prifo'n houfes ‘of ?ﬁate, he would:find

-men - committed [ in his name whofe- crines he never knew,

whofe names he never heard of, - perhaps men whom he honoured

and efteemed. - Such' is ‘the "hiftory of -the benévolent and.

(philanthropic defpots whom memory. ]}:15 recorded ; and the

conclufion from the whole is; that, wherever defpoiifm cxifts,

¥

3CGa2 2 _there




SohE £

2 JE: ROC NP LI, SO Ve - DN S P Y T ST PRLPERUES S IR S EE S Sy S T
>= A ’!’

FE=riae

‘.
1
v
i

I

e

Jr—

™

Faviyyrnn

e PN e S i e L B o e

e ST L G N L)

412

BOGK V.,
CHAP.1V.
——

of a2 virleons
at'.mini_ﬂﬁ-

tion intended
0 be formed.

OF A VIRTUOUS -DESPOTISM.

there it will always be attended with the: evils- of defpotlﬁn,
capricious meafures and arbltrary inflition. . oo
¥

- But will not a wile king take care to provide himfelf with
goc;d and virtuous fervants I Undoubtedly he will effet a part
of this, but he cannot fuperfede the effential natures of things,
He that executes any office as a deputy ‘will never difc.harga it

in the fame perfection as if he were the principal. Either the

minifter muft be the author of the plans which he carries. intg

_cffe@, and then it is of little confequence, except fo far as re-

lates to his integrity in the choice of his fervants, what fort of
mortal the fovereign fhall be found ; or he muft play a fubordi-

nate part, and then it is impoflible to transfufe into his mind .

the perfpicacity and energy of his mafter, Wherever defpotifin

exifts, it cannot remain in a ﬁngle hand, but muft be tranfmitted -

whole and entire througli all the progreffive links of authority,
To render defpotifm aufpicious and benign it is neceH‘ary, not
only that the fovereign fhould poffefs every human excelléncc, but

that all his ofﬁcers thould be men of penctrating genius and un-

fpotted virtue.- If they fall fhort of this, they will, like the

miniflers of Elizabeth, be fometimes fpecious profligates ¥, and

fometimes men, who, however admirably adapted for bufinefs,

confult on many occafions exclufively their piivate advantage,
worthip the rifing fun, enter into vindi&ive cabals, and cuff

r

i Duciley earl of Leicefter, :
| down

“flourifhing empire.”

OF A VIRTUOUS DESPOTISM.

down new fledged merit ¥, Wherever the continuity is broken,
the flood of vice will bear down all before it.  One weak or dil~
ingenuous man will be the fource of unbounded mifchicf, It is
the nature 'of monarchy under all its forms to confide greatly in
the diferetion of individuals. It provides no refource for main-
taining and diffufing the fpiric of juftice, Every thing refts
upon ‘ the - permanence and. extent o_f inﬁugnce of perfonal

P

virtye.

Another poﬁtwn, not lefs generally aﬂ'erted than that of the
defirablenefs of a virtuous defpotifm, is, « ‘that repubhcamfm is
a fpecies of government practicable only in'a fmall f’cate, while
monarchy is beft fitted to embrace the concerns of a vaft and

to monarchy, appears at firft fight to bg the truth, . The com-
petence of any government cannot be meafured by a purer
ftandard, than the ‘extent and accuracy.of -its information, - In
this refpeét - monarchy appears in all cafes to be wretchedly
deﬁc1ent + but, if it can ever be admitted, it muft furely be in
thofe narrow and limited mﬁances where an mdnndual can Wlth

leaft abfurdity be fuppofed to be acquamted thh the aﬁ‘alrs and

interefts of the whole, - -

* Cecil éarl of. Sah(bu:y, lord treafurer ; ; Howard earl of Nottmgham, lord

admtml &eo “r
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Monarchy
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to the go-
vernment of

large ftates,

The reverfe of this, fo far atleaft as relates
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. §YSTEMATICAL MONOPOLY OF CONFIDENCE.—CHARACTER

BOOK V.
CHAP. V.

_Syflematical

monopoly of
conhdcnce.

WE fhall be better -enabled. to. judge. of the difpofitions

| pnfoner in their cuftody, the whole management of whofe un-

. { ag4 ]

. 'GHAP V.

OF COURTS-AND. MINISTERS.

OR MINISTERS—OF THEIR DEPENDENTS.—VENALITY: OF

COURTS,—UNIVERSALITY OF THIS PRINCIPLE,

with which information is commumcated and meafures

are executed -in monarclncal countries, - if -we- reﬂe& -upon

another of the evil' confequences attendant upon this 'fpecles of

government, the exiftence and corruption of courts.

rL T

The chara&er of thls, as well as of every | other human m{htu-

tIOI‘l, arifes out of the cncumﬁances with which it is furrounded.

Mlmﬁers and favourites are a fort of- people who chave a flate

derftanding and actions- _th_ey_ .can eafily..engrofs.. " This they

completely effe¢t with a-weak and credulous mafter, nor.can

the moft cautious and penetrating entirely elude their machina-

tions. They unavoidably defire to-continue in the . adminiftra-

tion of his fun&ions, whether it be emolument, or the'love " of

homage, or any more gencrous motive by which they. are
' '1ttached
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- it e con i BOOK-V..
attached to it, But the more they are confided in. by the CHAP, V..
fovereign,  the greater will be the permanence of their ﬁtmtton, S
and the more exclufive is their poffeflion of his car, the more

unphc1t will be his confidence. .The wifeft of mortals are liable -

to error; the moft JlldlClOllS projelts are open to fpecious and

fuperﬁcnal obje&mns; and it can . rarely happen but a minifter -
will find his eafe and fecurity in escluding as much - as poflible

other-and oppofite advifers, whofe acutenefs _andfingenuity are
perhaps additionally whetted by a defire to fucceed to his

office... - :
Mnn[ters become a fort of mmmtme Kings. in . their turn, cham&er of
, minifters:

Though they have the greatei’c opportumty of . obferving the im-
potence and unmeaningnefs of the character, they yet envy it.

Ttis their trade perpetuall) to- e\tol the dignity and importance .

of the maﬂer they-ferve ; and men cannot long anxioufly endea-
vour to- convmce othezs of the truth of . any propofition  without
becommg half convmccd of it themfclves.- They. feel themfelves
dependent for all that they moft ardentl) defire upon :this man’s
arbxtrary wxll but a fenfe of mfenonty is: perhaps the never |

fallmg parent of emul'ttlon or eavy. . They affimilate themfelves

thereforc of choice to a man to whofe urcumﬁanccs their own.

are conﬁderably fimilar,

In 1ea11ty the 1equ1ﬁtes, ‘without. whlch mon'u'(.lucal govern- of their de-
peadents,
mcnt cannot bc plcfervcd in exiftence, are by-no means fuflix

ciently
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‘ciently fupplied by the mere intervention of -minifters, . There

muft be the minifters of minifters, and a long bead roll of fub-
ordination defcending by tedious and comphcated fteps. Each
of thefe lives on the fmile of the: minifter, as he lives on the
fmile of the fovereign. Each of thefe has his petty interefts to
manage, and his empire to employ under the guife of fervility.
Each imitates the vices of his fuperior, and exats. from others
‘the adulation he is obliged to pay. -

It has . already appeared that a king is neceffarily and ‘almoft
unavoidablf a defpot in his heart, He has been ufed to hear
tho{'e things only which were adapted to give him pleafure ;- and
it is with a grating and unea{'y fenfation that he liftens to com-~

munications of a different fort, He has been ufed to unhefita-

ting compliance ; and it is with difficulty he can digeft expoftu-
lation and oppofition. Of confequence the honeft and virtuous
chara&ter, whofe principles are clear and unfhaken, is leaft

qualified for his fervice; he muft either explain "away the ..

feventy of " his. prmmples, or he muft give place to a more
crafty and temporifing polifician. The temporifing politician
expeQs the fame pliability in-others that he exhibits in himfolf
and the fault which he can leaft forgive is an 111 timed and
maufpxcmus ferupulofity.

Expelting this complianco from all the coadjutors and inftru-
-mepts of his defigns, he foon comes to fet it up as a flandard
5 - by
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by which to judge of the merit of all other men,” He is deaf to BOOK V.

CHAP.V.
évery  recommendation but that of a fitnefs for the fecret e

fervice of government, or a tendency to promote his intereft and
extend the fphere of his influence. The worlt man with this
arguinent in his favour will feem worthy of -encouragement ;
the beft man who has no advocate but virtue to plead- for him
will be tre'a-te(-i with'fupert:ilioufnefs and neglect. - Itis true the
gemune cnterlon of human defert can never be fupcrfeded and
reverfed " But n: will appear to be reverfed, and appearance wilt
produce many of the effe@s of reality. To obtain’ honour it
will be thought neceflary to pay a fervile court to admlmﬁratmn,
to” bear’ thh unaltered patience their contumely and fcorn, to
flatter theif vices, and‘render ourfelves ufeful to their private
gratlﬁcatlon. To ‘obtain honour it will be thought neceflary by
a{ﬁdutty and mtrlgue t6 make to “ourfelves a party, to procure
the’ recommendatlon of - lords and the good word of women of
pleafure “and clerks in "office. " To obtam honour ‘it will be.
thought neccﬂ'ary to merit' ‘difgrace. ~‘The whole fcene confifts
in’ hollownefs, duplicity and’ falthood, The minifter fpeaks

fair 'to the’ man he defpifes, and the flave pretends 'a- generous

attachment while he thinks of nothmg but his perfonal mtereft
That thefe’ ‘principles are mterfperfed under the worft govem-
ments thh occaﬁonal devmtmns mto better it would be folly to

to affert. P ' -
3 H > ) . The

-------------




T TP TR RO B P e M LTIy

Bl S s el

T P R T R A T e T e T A

T e
ey i
LR O ot A Y

e e AR

- paus - ¥

RSO St L Cofl AR A oy v e

T

. 418

BOOK V.
CHAP. V.
VR

OF COURTS

The fundamental difadvantage of fuch a form of government
is, that it renders things of the moft effential importance ‘fubje&
through fucceffive gradations to the caprice of individuals, The

. fuffrage of a body of eleGtors will always bear a refemblance

'The {uffrage of an

individual - will depend upon caprice,. perfonal convenience or

more or lefs remote to the public fentiment,

pecuniary corruption. If the king be himfelf inacceflible: to

- injuftice, if the minifter difdain a bribe, yet the fundamental evil

remains, that kings and minifters, fallible themfelves, muft upon
a thoufand occafions depend upon the recommendation of others,

'Who will anfwer for thefe through all their clafles, officers of

Venality «f

conyts.

ftate and' deputies of department, humble friends and officious

valets, wives and daughters, concubines and confeffors ?

 Itis fuppofed by many, that the exiftence of permanent heredi-
tary diftin@ion is neceffary to the maintenance of arder among

beings fo imperfect as the human fpecies, - But it is allowed by

all, that permanent hereditary diftintion is a fiction of policy,
not an ordinance of -immutable truth. Wherever it exifls, the
human mind, fo far as relates to political fdciety, is prevgn,te&
from fettling upon its true founddtio_n. There is a perpetﬁﬁi

ftruggle between the genuine fentiments of underftanding, which

- tell us that all this is an impofition, and the imperious voice of

government, whlch bids us, Reverence and obey. In t]ns
unequal conteft, alarm and apprehenﬁon will perpetuaily haunt

the minds of thofe who ekercife ufurped power, -

cial

o
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clal flate of man powerful engines muft be employed to prevent
him from rifing to his true level. It is the bufinefs of the go-
vernors to perfuade the governed, that it is their intereft to be
{laves. They have no._other means by which to create this
fictitious intereft, but thofe which they derive from the perverted

underftandings and burdened property of the public, to be

419
BOOKV
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returned in titles, ribbands ail(:l bribes. Hence that fyftem of

univerfal corruption without which monarchy could not exift. -

Tt has fometimes been fuppofed that: corruption is particulatly
incident to a mixed government.
people poflefs a certain portion of freedom ; pr1v1lege finds its
place as well as prerogatlve a certain fturdinefs of manner and
confcioufnefs of mdepcndence are the natives of thefe countries,
The country gentleman will not abjure the dictates of his: judg-

shent without a valuable confideration,  There is here - more -

than “one road to fuccefs; popular favour is as fure a means of

advancement as courtly patronage. In defpotic countrics the

people may be driven like fheep; however ‘unfortunate is their

condition, they know of no ‘other, and they’ fubmit to.it as an
inevitable calamity. Their’ chara&eriﬁlc feature is a torpid
dullnefs in which all the energies of man are forgotten. But in.
a country calling itfelf free the minds of the inhabitants are in a
perturbed and reftiefs ftate, and. extraordmary means muft be
employed to-calm their vehemence,” It has fometimes happened
to men whofe hearts have been pervaded with-the love of

3 Ha virtue,,

Tniv crfn'htr
of this prin~

“In fuch a government the ciple.

;urr‘l‘zf':\..ﬂ:b, g T TSI T, e TR S T ST RIS A T PR L




VA she T e e

1

T

o SRR UL
Ul BD g T AR

AR S AR ITR R, Xivt)

ey s

-m-f'- :'--.'- e

— T
BT

Bt
RS

iy s P o B e e -
R S R R T

T
IR

ey

LD
", e

e, - QA
S . pa' T3 i v
ety ol x

L
g b

gty n Ty pen

420

BOOK V.,
CHAP. V.

. OF COURTS

virtue, of which pecuniary proftitution is the moft odious corrup-

“——" tion, to prefer, while they have contemplated this pi€ture, an

acknowledged defpotifm to aftate of fpecious:and- 1mperfe&

liberty.

_But this pi€ture is not accurate, - As much of -it as relates to
a mixed government muft ‘be acknowledged to be true. But

the features of defpotifm are” much -too- favourably touched.

Whether privilege be conceded by the forms of the conftitution

or no, ‘a whole nation cannot be kept ignornt of -its force. No
peoplt;. were ever yet fo funk in ftupidity as to imagine’ one
man, becaufe he bore the appellation of a ‘king, literally equal
to a million, --In a whole nation, as monarchical nations at leaft
muft be expe&ed to be conflituted, there will be nobility and
yeomanry, rich and poor. There will be perfons who by their
{ituation, or their wealth, or _théif-ialehts,-'form-a middle rank
between the monarch ‘and "the’ vulgar, and who by their ¢on-
federacies and their intrigues can hold the throne in awe, Thefe
men muft be bought or-defied. ‘There is no dlfpoﬁu’on that
c]mgq fo clofe to defpotifin as inceffant terror and alarm, ~ What
elfe gave birth to the’ _aumes of -fpxes and the numerous flate
prifons under the late government of France ? The eye of ‘the

- tyrant is never clofed. - How numerous are the precautions and

jealoufies that thefe terrors diCtate? No man can go’ out or
come into the country but he is watched, The prefs muft iffue
no productions that have not the imprimatur of government,

) All
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All coffee houfles-and places of ;publi_c refort are objefls of gggif. }:-.

attention, ‘T'wenty people cannot be colleCted together, unlefs “——

for the purpofes.of fuperftition, but it is immediately fufpected -

‘that they may be conferring about their rights. Is it to be

fuppofed, that, where the means of jealoufy are employed, the
means of corruption will be forgotten ? Were it fo indeed, the
cafe would not be much improved. No pl&ure can be more
difguftful, no flate of mankind more deprefling, than that in
which a whole nation is held in obedience by the mere opera-
tion of fear, in which all that is moft eminent among them, and
that thould give example to the reft, is prevented under the
fevereft penalties from exprefling its real ‘fentiments, and by

neceflary confequence from formmg any {fentiments that are
worthy to be expreffed. But in reahty fear was never employed
for thefe purpofes alone. No tyrant was ever {o unfocial as to
have no confederates in his guilt. This monftrous edlﬁce will

always be found fupported by all the various inftruments for

. perverting the human chara&er, feverity, menaces, blandlfh-

ments, profeflions and bribes. To this it is in a great degree
owing that monarchy is fo very coftly an eftablithment, It is
the bufinefs of the delpot to diftribute his lottery of fedu&ion

info as many prizes as poffible. Among the confequences of a .

«peéuniary polity thefe are to be "reckoned the foremoft, that.

- gvery man is fuppofed to have his price, and that, the corrup-

-~
’

- who

- tion being managed in an underhand manner, many a man,
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-ggglrﬁ. V. who appears a patriot, may be really a hireling; by which
‘“——" means virtue itfelf is brought into difcredit, is either regarded
" as mere folly and romance, or obferved with doubt and
fufpicion, “as- the cloke of vices which are only the more

. humiliating the more they are concealed,
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CHAP VI
' OF SUBJECTS.

MONARCHY FOUNDED IN IMPOSTURE.—KINGS NOT EN-
TITLED TO SUPERIORITY—INADEQUATE TO THE FUNC-
TIONS THEY POSSESS.—MEANS BY WHICH THE IMPOS~
TURE IS MAINTAINED—I. SPLENDOUR—2. EXAGGERA~
T1ON.—THIS IMPOSTURE GENERATES—I. INDIFFERENCE
0 MERIT—2. INDIFFERENCE TO TRUTH—3. ARTIFICIAL
DESIRES — 4. PUSILLANIMITY. — MORAL INCREDULITY
OF MONARCHICAL- couwmms.—-mmsrlczz OF LUXURY
—OF THE INORDINATE ADMIRATION OF WEALTH. '

-

ET us proceed to confider the moral effe@ts which the in-
fiitation of monarchical government is calculated to pro-

diice upon the inhabitants of the countries in which it flourifhes,
And here it muft be laid down as a firft prmc1ple that monarchy
is founded in impofture. It is falfe that Llngs ale,‘ entitled to
the eminence they obtain. They pofle(s no intrinfic fuperiority
over their fubjects. The line of diftin@tion that is drawn is the
oﬂ'sprmg of pretence, an indire€t means cmployed for effeting
certain purpofes, and not the oﬁ'spnnw of truth. It tramples

upon the genuine nature of things, and depends for its fupport'

6

upon

A
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BOOKY. wpon this argument, that, were it not for impofitions of a of . vulgar infpe@ion’; and, when they are exhibited, it is with SO0k ¥

, ) fimilar nature, mankind would be miferable.” every attifice that may dazzle our fenfe and miflead our judg- ‘“——

ment.

e

o ;
*

inadequate  Secondly, it is falfe that kings can difcharge the fun&ions of

The - impofture ‘does not ftop with our eyes, but addreffes 2 ©<gger=--
itfelf to our ears. . Hencé the.inflated ftyle of regal formality.

;fgf’;:r:‘tf _ royalty. They pretend to fuperintend-the affairs of millions,
and they are neceffarily unacquainted with thefe affairs. The
fenfes of kings are conftructed like thofe of other men, they can The naine of the king every where obtrudes itfelf. upon us. It

neither fee nor hear . what is tranfacted in their abfence. They

T

would - feem :as : if: evé}y thing in the country, the lands,:the

pretend to adminifter the affairs of millions, and they poffels no.
fuch fupernatural powers as fhould enable them to ac at a
. diftance, - - They are nothing of what they would perfﬁade us to
believe them. The king is often ignorant of that of wliic_h half
the inhabitants of his dominions are informed.- His prerogat—iwes'

houfes, _the, furniture .and the '_inhabitzints ~wvere . his  property.
Our eftates are’ the king’s dominions. : Qur ‘bodies and minds
are his fubjeds. .Our reprefentatives:are his - parliament; . Our -
courts of law are his deputies. All magiftratés throughout the -

‘realm are the king’s officers. .. His'name occupies ‘the foremoft

¢ .are adminiftered by others, and the loweft clerk in- office is place_ in all fatutes and decr'ec?s. < I.-'Ie is’ the - profecutor of - every X
E frequently to this and that individual more effeCtually” the eriminal, i He'is ¢ Our slov'e;rcign-_ Lord’ the King.” - Were it . -.
1 * fovereign than the king himfelf, ‘Fe knosws nothing of what poflible - that ‘he- thould: die, _“ th‘ef:_fotintain ‘of our”blood; the - }
is folemnly tranfacted in his name. - - " means ' by: Wl‘liéh- we: li'vg,”’ ~would: be "gone:- e\’fefy_-'.poli_tical: %

z ' _ fun&ion-would be_I_'ufpended.l.‘ It is therefore: one -of .the:funda- _ §

2 Means by "To condudt this in:;poﬁure with fuccefs it is neceffary to bring mental principles of . monarchical . government that. the’ king §

§ ] r,,}:;f:ﬁ;l:: is over to its paﬂ:y our eyes and our ears. Accqrdingly' kings arc cannot die.” " -Our moral principles accommodate themfelves to i

E | f,“."r}’,?:lfﬁfm always exhibited with all the fplendmir of ornament, attendance 9_‘1__1';‘.’31'3‘:1?}"? .and -accorBlingly -the- fam ; of our -political diities " w‘

) and equipage. They live amidft a fumptuoufnefs of expence ; (the moft:important of-all duties) is loyalty;-to be true-and . - E 4

i

faithful to the :king ;- to honour ‘a.man, whom-it may be.we :
‘ought - to. defpife’;- and to-obey-; -that is, to acknowledge no.
immutable criterion of juftice and. injuftice. - |

and this not merely to- gratify their appetites, but as a neceflary
infirument of policy. The moft fatal opinion that could lay

TR

o T at e

hold upon the minds of their fubjets is that kings are but men.
‘Accordingly they are carefully withdrawn from - the 'profanenefs

of 31t _ What-»
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What muft be the ‘effects of this machine upen the moral
principles of mankind ? Undoubtedly we cannot trifle with the

principles of morality and truth with impunity, Fowever

gravely the impofture may be carried on, it is impoffible but
that the real ftate of the cafe !hould be firongly fufpected, Man
in a flate of f0c1ety, if undebauched by falthoods like thefe,

which confound the nature of rlght and wrong, is. not ignorant

of what it is in which merit confifts, - “He . knows that one man
is not fuperior: to another except fo far as he is wifer or better.
Accordingly -thefe are the diftin@ions to .which he afpires for
himfelf, Thefe are the qualities he honours and applauds in
another, and which therefore the feelings of each man inftigate

his neighbour to acquire. But what a revolution is introduced

among thefe original and undebauched fentiments by the arbi-

trary diftin€tions which monarchy engenders? We fiill retain in
our minds the ftandard of - merit, but it daily grows more feeble

and powerlefs, we are perfuaded -to think that it is of no real

ufe in the tranfadions of the world ‘and prefently lay it afide as
Utoplan and v:ﬁonary. S
Confequences equally injurious are produced by the hyper-

bolical pretenfions of monarchy, There is a fimplicity in truth

that refufes alliance with this impudent myfticifm. **No man is

entirely ignorant of the nature of man.” He will not indeed be
incredulous to a degree of energy and re&titude that may exceed

the {tandard of his preconceived ideas. But for one man to

5 ' ‘ pretend

T
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pretend to think and a& for a nation of his fellows is fo prepof-
terous as to fet credibility at defiance. Is he perfuaded-that the
impofition is falutary 2 He willingly affumes the right of " intro-
ducing fimilar - falthoods into his private affairs. He becomes

convinced that veneration for truth is to be clafled among our

errors and prejudices, and that,: fo far from being, " as it pretends
to be, in:all cafes falutary, it would lead, if mgenuouﬂy
pradtifed, to the deﬁrué’uon of mankind.

Again,- if kings wer_e' exhibited {fimply as they are in them-
felves to the infpe@ion of mankind, -the ﬁ_thitary prejudice, as it
has been called, which teaches us-to venerate them,: would
fpeedily . be extin&: it -has . therefore been found neceffary to

furround them with luxiry and éxpencé. .. Thus are luxury and

‘expence made the ftandard of ‘honour, and :of : confequence the:

topics of ‘anxiety and eavy. However fatal this fentiment may .

be to the morality and happmefs of mankind, it is one of thofe
illufions which monarchical government is eager to cherifh,.

reality, the -firft pnnclple of virtuous feeling, ‘as" has been: elfe—
He that would be juft
muft before all thmgs efhm'lte the objects about him at their

where [aid, is the fove of indépendence. -

true value. - But the prmclple in regal ftates has been to think
your f father the wifeft of men becaufe he is your father ¥, and:

your

e The peri'ons “whori you ought to love mﬁmtel‘y more than me; are thofe
to whom you are indebted for your exiftence.” ¢ Their ‘condut ought to regu-
3k2 late-
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-your. king the foremoft of his fpecies becaufe he is a king, The

flandard of intclletual merit is no longer the man -but- his title,

‘To be drawn in a coach of ftate by eight milk-white horfes is

The {fame

principle inevitably runs through every order of the flate, and

the higheft of all human - claims to our veneration;

men defire ‘wealth under a monatchical government,: for. the
fame reafon that under other circumftances they  would have

defired virtue. T e T

.. Let us fuppofe an individual’ who by fevere labour earns a

fcanty fubfiftence, .to become by accident or curiofity a fpe@ator
- Is it poffible that he fhould
not mentally apoftrophife this elevated :mortal, and afk, ¢ ‘What

of the pomp of a royal progrefs.

has made thee-to differ from me?” If -no fuch fentiment:pafe

through his mind, it is-a-proof :that ‘the corrupt inftitutions of -
fociety have already divefted him of all fenfe of :juftice, : The-

more fimple and; dire& is his chara&er, the more- certamly will -

thefe fentiments oceur. - What anfwer fhall -we Teturn - to: his

enquiry  That the well being of fociety reqmres -men to be
treated otherwife than according fo their intrinfic merit ? Whe-

I' - - N - -y LR - - : B
: o . - Lo soe T e

hte yours and be the ﬁandard of your fentlmems

' “The refpe& we owe to

our father and mother is 2 fort of -ww;/btp, as the phrafe _ﬁlm] picty xmphes.

¢ Ce que vous deves aimer avant moi i fans atcune ramparagﬁm, ce ﬁmt cenx @ qui vous

deves la vied “ I,

relpect que nons d:wma nolre pere. et d motre mere g/l un culte, comme l xpnme le

¢ Leur conduite dait vegler la witre et fixer witre opinion.”

ot pieté filiale.” Lefam dune Ga:wrmante, %me I

-
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ther he be fatisfied with this anfwer or no, will he not afpire to
poﬂ’efs that (which in this inftance is wealth). to which the
policy of mankind” has aninexed fuch high ‘diftinction ? Ts it not
indifpenfible, that, before he believes in the re@itude of this
ir;{l:itution," his original féelings of right’and wrong fhould be
wholly reverfed ? If it be indifpenfible, then let the advocate of
the ‘monarchical fyftem ingenuoufly declare, that, according to
that fyﬁem; .the intereft of fociety in the firft inftance requires
the total fubverfion of all principles of moral trith and juftice,

it

1\‘.Vith this view:let us again recollect. the maxim adopted in
monarchical countries, that the kmg never dies.” Thus with
true oriental extravagance we falute this imbecil mor tal, “ Oking,
live for ever ! Why do we this? 2 Becaul'e upon his exiftence the
exiftence of the ftate depends. In lns namé the courts of law
are opened If his political capacity | ‘be fufpended for a moment,

the centre to which all pubhc buﬁnefs is linked, is deftroyed.. -

fuch countnes every thmg is umform - the ceremony is all, and
the fubﬁance nothmg In the riots in: the year 17801 the mace
of the houfe of lprds was propofed to .be fen!: into the p;tﬂ'ages

by the terror of its appearance to ,'quiet the confufion ;-but it

was obferved that, if the mace thould be rudely detained by the
rioters, the whole would be thrown -into anarchy, Bufinefs
would be at a ftand, their infignia, and with their mﬁgma their
legiffative and deliberative funétions be gone. - Who'can expect
firmnéfs and energy in a country, where every thing is made to

| | - depend
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: 01210:(\)1!{. Y. depend not upon juftice, public intereft and reafon, but upon a us of truie energy, to remove every obftacle and {fmooth the path  BOOK ¥,

‘" piece of gilded wood? What conftious dignity and virtue can of improvement.

there be among a people, who, if depri imagi
s > eprived of the imaginary : A : : R
Virtue was never yet held in much honour and efteem in a Moralincre- |

: guidance of one vulgar mortal, are taught to believe that their dulity of mo.
' facultics are benumbed, and all their joints unftrung 2 monarchical country It is the inclination and the intereft _of :ca::z};:::
- courtiers and kings to bring it into difrepute ; and they are but
. fillani- . N - '. » .- . » : :
4 itl;:.:l ani Laftly, one of the moft' effential ingredients in a virtuous too fuccefsful in the attempt, Virtue is in theu' conceptlon. S,
arrogant mtruﬁve, ‘unmanageable and ftubborn. It is an af- :

charaer is undaunted firmnefs ; and nothing can' more power-
; ' fumed outfide, y thch thofe who pretend to it intend to

f“_“Y tend to deftroy this principle than the fpirit of a ‘monarchi- -
gratify their rude tempers or their fecret views. Within the ‘

cal government, The firft leflfon of virtue is, Fear no man; the
firk leffon of fuch a conftitution’is, Fear the king. The firkt
leflon of virtue is, Obey no man ¥; the firft leflon of monarchy

circle of monarchy virtue is always regarded with difhonourable ‘
mcreduhty ‘The phllofophleal fyftem which aﬂ' irms felf love to | ' ' :

be the’ ﬁrﬂ: mover of all our a&:ons and the falﬁty of human ' P
.vn'tues, is the growth of thele countnes* Why is it that the :
Janguage of integrity and pubhc fpirit is conftantly regarded i
among us as hypocnfy ¥ It was not always thus. It was nor tiil :
the ufurpatlon of Czfar, that books werc written by the tyrant ;
and his partifans to prove that Cato was no better than a fnarling 3

is, Obey the king. The true intereft of mind demands the
annihilation of all fa@itious and imaginary diftin&tions; it is

? infeparable from monarchy to fupport and render them more
; palpable than ever. - He that cannot fpeak to the proudeft defpot

with 2 confcioufnefs that he is a man fpeaking to'a man, and' a

ki ; determination to yield Him no fupenonty to which ‘his mherent
¥ ' : . quahﬁcat:ons do not entitle hlm, is wholly mcapable of fublime pretender 1'

L There is" a farther conﬁderatmn, which has feldom been Injuttice of

- virtue, Flow many fuch men are bred within the pa]e of monar-
luxury :
:fdverted to upon this fubje& but wfnch feems to be 'of no in-

I : chy? How long would monarchy maintain its ground in a
E : nation of fuch men? Surely it would be the wifdom of fociety, ot
:  * ﬂffaxinre.r,- par M. e Due _de la Rﬂé‘btﬁﬂ'{d"ff.‘ De la Fauffct? des Vertus

Humaines, par M. Efprit. . . ' ) A
% See Plutarch’s Lives; Lives of Cwxefar and Cicero: Ca’ram.r I‘ piflele ad . o

A{Mmm, Lib. XIL Epipt. XLy, XLIL

I inftead of conjuring up a thoufand phantoms to induce us into

error, inftead of furrounding us with a thoufand fears to deprive

L}

* Book III, Chap. VI.
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confiderable importance. In our definition of juftice it appeared

‘———"that our debt to our fellow men extended to all the efforts we could

of the inor-
dinate ad-
miration of

wealth,

make for their welfare, and all the relief we could fupply to
their neceflities. Not a talent do we poﬁ'efs, not a moment of
time, not a fhlllmg of property, for whlch we are not refponﬁble
at the tribunal of the public, which we are not obhged to pay into
" the general bank of common advantage. - Of every one of thefe

thmgs there is an employment which is, be{’c and that beft Jufhce

oblxges us to feled, ‘But how extenflive is the confequence of

this prmclple with refpe& to the, luxuries and oftentation of
~human life? Are there many of thefe Iuxuries that. will fand
the teft, and approve themfelves upon examination to be the beﬂ:

objedts upon which our property can be employed? Will it often -

come out to be true, that hundreds of individuals ought to be
fubje@ed to the fevereft and moft inceffant Iabour, that one man

may fpend in idlénefs what would afford to the general mafs eafe,
lexfure, and confequently w;{'dOm ?

Whoevér frequents the habitation of the luxﬁrioﬁs will
fpe@dily be infetted with the vices of luxury.. ‘The minifters
and attendants of afovereign, accuftomed to the trappings of

magnificence, will turn with difdain from the merit that is

.abfcured with the clouds of adverfity. In vain may-virtue plead,

in vain may talents folicit diftinction, if poverty feem to the
faﬂldlou:, fenfe of the man in place to. envelop them as it were
with

S
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with its noifome effluvia. The very lacquey kaows how to
repel unfortunate merit from the great man's door.

Here then we are prefented with the leffor which is loudly
and perpetually read through all the "haunts of monarchy.
Money is the great requifite for the want of ‘which nothing can
atone. Di{’cin&ion, the homage and efteem of mankind, are to
be bought, not earned. ‘The rich man need not trouble himfelf
to invite them, they comé unbidden to his furly door. N Ra'rel}

indeed does it happen, . that" there is any crime  that gold céinni)‘t
expiate; any bafenefs and meannefs of charatter that wealth cari« -

not cover ‘with - oblivion, Money therefore is the only ob_;e&

'worthy of -your purfuit, .and it is of little importance by what-

finifter and unmanly means,  fo it be but obtained. -

It is true that virtue and t_aleh-ts%do- not ftand in need.of the
great man’s afliftance, and ‘might, if. they did ‘but know their
worth, * repay -his feorn with'a'juft and' enlightened pity. - But
unfortunately they are too often ignorant of their ftrength, and

adopt the errors they fee univerfally efpoufed in the world. ~ Were

it otherwife, they ‘would- indeed be happier, -but :the "general

'mnanners would probably remain the fame.” The general inanners

are fathioned by the form and fpii‘it of the national government ;
and, if in extraordinary cafes they become difcordant, thcy

1peedlly fubvert it. .

- The evils indeed that arife out of avarice, an inordinate admi-
3K a ration
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ration of wealth and an intemperate purfuit of it, are fo obviows;

“—~— that they have conftituted a perpetual topic of lamentation and

complaint. The obje&t in this place is to confider how far they

are extended and aggravated by a monarchical government, that

is, by a-conftitution the very. effence of .which is to accumu-~.
late enormous wealth upon a fingle head, and to render the-.

oftentation -’ of . fplendour - the: chofen inftrument for: fecuring. -

honour and -veneration. .

degree the luxury of courts, the effeminate. foftnefs of favourites; -
the fyftem, never to be feparated from the monarchical form,’ of
putting men’s approbation and good word at a price, of mdmduals '
buying the favour of government, and government buying the

favour of 1ndw1duals, is injurious to the moral 1mproven1ent of”

mankmd.

and as long as the unvarying tendency of cabal is to bear down..

talents, and difcourage . virtue; to-recommend cunning in the-

room ; of fincerity, a:feryile.and fupple difpofition in: pre.

_ ference to firmnefs: and inﬂeﬁibility; -a, convenient moralifj‘as_
‘better than a firict one, and the fludy of the red book of promor-
tion, rather than :the ftudy of general Welfare, fo long will -
monarchy be the bitterelt. and moft potent of all. the adverfaries.

.of the true interefts of mankind.. -

The object’ is. to ~confider .in. what-

As long ag the unvarymg practice of courts is cabal _
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CHAP VIL

OF ELECTIVE MONARCHY.
DISORDERS ATTENXDANT ON SUCH AN ELECTION.—ELEC-
- TION IS . INTENDED . EITHER TO:PROVIDE-A MAN OF

:GREAT OR OF MODERATE TALENTS.——CONSEQUENGES OF

THE ' FIRST — OF THE:SECOND.—CAN ELECTIVE AND
. 'HEREDITJ}RY MONARCHY BE COMBINED? = o
AVTNG conﬁdered the nature of monarchy in- general it
is mcumbent on us to etamme how far its mifchiefs may

be quahﬁed by rcndenng the monarchy eleftive, -

ra . .

One of the mo& 0])"10113 ol.ge&mns to thls remedy is the
_dlﬂiculty that attends. upon the,conduct.of fuch an elefion.
'There are- machlnes that are.too mlghty for the human hand
to condu& there are proceedings that are too gigantic ‘and

The " diftance
between the mafs of manklnd and a fovereign is fo immenfe,

unwu:ldy for human inftitutions to repulate,

BOOK V.

CHAP.VIL

—
Difordersat-
tendant on
fuch an clecs
tion.

_ the truft to be confided fo me{hmably great, the temptations “of .

the ob_]e& to be. decided .on -fo. allurmg, as_to -{et_every. paffion

that can vex the mlnd in . tumultous confli&, -Ele&ion : will

' thercf'ore elther dwnndle into an empty form, a fonge { dllire with

the fuccefsful candidate’s name at full length in the conclufion,
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CBI?QP&};-L an ele@tion perpetually continued in the fame family, perhaps in
A—— the fame lineal order of defcent; or y+ill become the fignal of a
thoufand calamities, foreign cabal and domeflic war. Thefe
evils have been fo generally underftood, that. cle@ive monarchy

in the firit fenfe of that appellation has very few advocates.

Rouflean, who in his advice to the Polith nation appears
to be one of thofe few, that is, one of thofe who without
loving monarchy conceive an ele@ive fovereignty greatly pre-
ferable to an hereditary one, endeavours to provide againft the
diforders of an elettion by introducing into it a fpecies-of forti-
tion*, In another part of the prefent enquiry it will be our
bufinefs to examine how far chance and the decifion by lot are
compatible with the pr1nc1ples either of ‘found morality or fober
reafon. For the prefent it will be fufficient to fay, tlxat the pro~
je& of Rouffeau will probably fall under one part of the follow—
ing dilemma, and of confequence will be refuted by the fame
atguments that bear upon _the mode of eletion in its moﬁ:
obvious idea, - ‘ ' '

?ée(gﬁnm The defign‘with which ele@tion can be introduced into the
cither to pra- conftitution of a monarchy muft either be that of raifing to the
ﬁ:zrfoni preat kingly office a‘man of fuperlative talents and uncommon genius,
mte talents,  or of providing a moderate portion of wifdom and good inten-

tion for the difcharge of thefe funttions, and preventing them

3 Confidérations fur le Gouvernement de Pologne, Chap. ?IIL 7
' § : from
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grom falling to the lot of perfons of notoricus imbecility. To

the firft of thefe defigns it will be objetted by many, * that

genius is frequently nothing more in the hands of its pofleflor
than an inftrument for accomplifhing the moft pernicious inten-
tions.” And, though in this affertion there is much partial and
miftaken exaggeration, it cannot however be denied that genius,
fuch as we find it amidft the prefent 1rnperfe€t10ns of mankind,

is compatible with very ferious and cffential errors. If then
genius can by temptauons of various forts be led into pratical

miftake, may we not reafonably entertain a fear refpe&mg the

 effect of that fituation which of all others is moft pregnant with

temiptation ? If confiderations of inferior note be ‘apt fo mlf
lead the mind, what fhall we thmk of this moft mtoucatmg
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Coufe-
quences of
the firli 2

dranght, of 2 condition fupenor to 1cﬂra1nt fh'lppcd of all thofe |

accidents - and viciffitudes from “’hlch the momhty of human_
beings has flowed, with no falutaxy check, with no intelie€tual
warfare where mind meets mind on eqml terms, but perpctually
furrounded with fycophants, fervants and dependents? To
:i'uppofe a mind in which genius and virtue are united and per-
manent, is alfo undoubtedly to fuppofe fomething which no ca1~
culation will teach us to expe&t thould offer upon every vacancy.
And, if the man could be found, we muft i imagine to ourfelves
cle€tors almoft as virtuous as the eleed, or elfe error and pre-
_]udlce, faGtion and intrigue will render his eleion at leaft pre-
carious, perhaps improbable. Add to this that it is fuﬂicmntly

evident from the unalterable evﬂs of monarchy already enume-
: rated,

-
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of the fecond.

-conihtutxon, which had raifed. him to a throne.

: tnonart:hy not to be that of -conflantly filling . the throne. with a.

. exaltation of one man and depreﬁion of another will not fail to

OF ELECTIVE-MONARCHY.

rated, -and which I fhall prefently:have’ occafion to recapitulate,
that the firft a& -of fovereignty.in a virtuous monarch, whofe

difcernment was equal to his virtue, -would be to annihilate - the

" But we will fuppofe the purpofe of inﬁitutiné-an. eleftive

man of fublime genius, but merely to prevent the fovereignty from
falling to the lot of perfons of notorious mental imbecility. -Such
is the firange and pernicious nature of monarchy, that it may be
doubted uhether this be a benefit. “’helever monarchy emﬁs,_

courts and adininiftrations mu{’c as Iong as men can fee, only -

with their eyes and adt only w1th their hands, be its conﬁant
attendants. But thefe have already appeared. to be inflitutions
fo mll'chlevous, that pethaps one of the greateﬂ: injuries that can
be done to mankmd is to perfuade them of their . innocence.

Under the moft wrtuous defpot favour and i mtmgue, the un_]uft

e*nﬂ: Under the moft virtuous defpot the’ true {pring there is
in mind, the defire to poﬁ'efs merit, and the confcioufnefs . that
ment will not fail to make 1tfe1f percewed by thofe around.it,
and through their efteem to rife to its ‘proper fphere, , will be-ent
oﬁ' and mean and fa&itious motn'es be fubflituted in its room.
- Of what confeouence is it that my merit is percewed by mortals
svho have no power to advance it ? ? The monarch, Ihut up in

hls fanﬁuary and furrounded with fOl'lIl'l]lthS, wxll ngver hear of
it, -
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1t. How fhould he? Can he know what -is. pafling in the
remote corners of his_ Lmrrdom? _Can he trace the firft timid
bloffoms of genius and virtue ? The people themfelves will lofe
their difcern}meut of thefe things, becaule they will pcrceitrc
their difcernment to be powerlels in effets. The offspring of
mtnd is dally facrificed by hecatombs to the genius of monarchy.
The feeds of reafon and truth become barren and unpredudtive
in this unwholefome climate. And’ the example perpetually
“exhibited of the preferencc of wealth and craft over integrity and

talents, produces the moft powerful effets upon that mafs of

objedts of geuerous ambmon. This mifchicf, to whatever it
_amounts, becomes more ﬁrongly faftened upon us under a good
1n_on_a1_‘ch th'tn under a bad one., ‘In the latter ca['e it only
-reftrains our eﬂ'mts by vxolence, in -the former it feduces our
To palliate the defe&s and fkin_over the

peplous, perhaps v_ery fatal to the_ beft interefts of 111;_1nL1nd.:

_ A. queﬁlon has been ﬁarted Whether it be poﬁible to blend
.919&?"3‘ and -hereditary monarchy, and the con{htutton of
‘England has been cited as an example of this pofhibility, What

_they {ettled-the fuccellion upon. the houfe of Hanover ? They_
clected not an 1nd1v1du'11 but a new race of men to fill the
throne of thefe kmgdoms..‘ They gave a praé‘tlcal inflance of

thetr

439

ROOK V.
LCHAP.VIX
—

manklnd who at, ﬁrﬂ: ﬁght may appear le'lft concerned in the -

.defmmlty of what is fundameutally wrong, -is certainly very'

Can eleftive
nd heredi-
tary monar-

chy he com- -

bined ?

was it that the parliament effeted at the revolution, and when .

"
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their power upon extraordinary cmergencies to change the
fucceflion. At the fame time however that they effeted this in
acion, they denied it in words. - They employed the ftrongeft
expreflions that language could furnith to bind themfelves, their
heirs and pofterity for ever to adhere to this fettlement.” They
confidered the prefent as an emergence; which, taking into the
account the precautions and reftri¢tions they had provided; could

~

never occur again.

In reality what fort of fovereignty is that which is partly
hereditary and partly ele@ive ? That the acceflion of a family or
race of men fhould originally be a matter of election has nothmg
particular in it. All government is founded in opinion ; “and
undoubtedly fome fort of eletion, made by a body of "eletors
more or lefs extenfive, originated every new eftablithment. “To
whom' in this amphibious government does the fovéreignty
belong upon the death of the firft pofleflor? To his heirs and

.defcéqdants. ‘What-fort of choice fhall that be confidered, 'ﬁhich

is made of a man half a century before he begins to exift? By
what defignation does he fucceed? Undoubtedly .b}r that of
hereditary defcent. A king of England thereforé holds his crown
independently, or, as it has been energetically exprefled, * in con-
tempt” of the choice of the ﬁéople *. ' :

* This argument is flated with great coploufnefs and irref {hble force of
rcafoumg by Mr. Burke tow ards the bcgmnmg of h:s Refleftions on the Revo-

lution in irance,
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OF LIMITED MONARCHY.

I.IABLB TO MOST OF THE PRECEDING OBJECTIONS—TO
PARTHER OBJECTIONS p]zcur.mn TO ITSELF.——R].‘.SPON—-
SIBILITY CONSIDERED.—MAXIM, THAT THE KING CAN
DO NO WRONG.—FUNCTIONS OF A LIMITED MONARCH. —
IMPOSSIBILITY OF MAINTAINING THE NEUTRALITY RE-

" QUIRED.~~OF THE DISMISSION OF MINISTERS,—RESPON-
SIBILITY OF MINISTERS.—~APPOINTMENT OF MINISTERS,
ITS IMPORTANCE — ITS DIFFICULTIES.—RECAPITULA-

g TION.-—-—STRENGTH AND WBAKNESS OF THE HUMAN
smzcn:s.

PROCEED to’ conﬁder monarchy, not as it exifts in

* countries where it is unlimited and defpouc, but, as in cer-

tain inflances it has -appeared; a branch merely of the general
conftitution, |

Here it -is only neceflairy to recolle& the objections which
applied to it in its unqualified flate, in'order to perceive that they

bear upon it with the fame explicitnefs, if not with equal foxce,,

under every poﬂibie modification,  Still the _government i
3L foundcd

BOOK V.
CHAP. VI,

e —t

Liable to

* moft of the

preceding
objcttionss
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the king may if he pleafc be his own minifter; but in a li- BOOKW.

[} ] 5

JOOK Y. founded in falthood, affirming that a’certain individual is emi-

' nently qualified for an important fituation, whefe qualifications mited one .a miniftry and a cabinet are cflential paris of the

are perhaps fcarcely fuperior to thofe of the meaneft member of conftitution. In an abfolute fovercigaty princes are acknow-

the community. - Still the government is founded in injuflice, ledged to be ¢ c[’ponﬁble only to God ; but in a limited one there

becaufe it raifes one man for a permanent duration over the heads is- a refponfibility of a very different nature. In-a limited

of the reft of the community not for any moral recommenda-~ monarchy there are checks, one branch of the government E

- th!l he poflefles, but arbltmulv and b)r accident, Still it reads counteralting the excefles of. another, and a check without |

_a conﬁant and poweriul le’fon of 1mmorahty to the people at refponﬁbxltty is the moft flagrant of all contladl&lom

.l:uge, exhibiting pomp and fplendmu 'md map‘mﬁcence inftead

There is no fuhje& that deferves to be more maturely con- Refponti-
bi ht s Coil-

ﬁdercd than this of 1efponﬁb1ht) To be rcfponﬁble is to be fdered,
hable to be called into an open _]udncatme, where the accufer

of vn-tue, ‘as the mdea. to general venemtlon and eﬁeem. The

individual is, not lefs than hw the moﬁ abfolute monarchy,

unﬁtted by his education to become either refpe&able or ufefu] ,
and the defendant produce thelr allegatxons and -evidence on ' .

He is unjuﬁly and cruelly placed in a ﬁtuatlon that engenders
equal terms. vety thmg ﬂ101t of . this is mockery. Evely

1gnorance, ‘weaknefs and prefumpuon, a.fterhavmg been Ptrlpped
thing that would give to- cither party any other influence

than that of truth and virtue. is, fubverfive of the great ends
of _]ufhce. He that is arratgned of any crime muft defcend |
a pnvmte mdtvulual to the Icvel phm of - juftice. If he can ’ o i
blas the fentiments of his Judgcs by his pofleffion of power,

or 'by any compronufe prcvtous to _his 1eﬁgmtlon, or by

in his mfancy of all the euergles that fhould defend him agamﬁ:
the inroads of thefe adverfanes. Flnally, his exiftence unplles
that of a train of courtiers and a feries of mtrlgue, of fervility,
... - fecret influence, capucxous partialities'and pecuniary corruption.

So true is the obfervation of Montefquieu," that ¢ we muft not

expect under a monarchy to find the people virtuous*.”
- ‘ the mere f}fmpathy excited “in his fucceﬁ'ors who ‘will not

ot H ey .

W

B u;' f-gthcr But if we confider -the queftion more narrowly, ‘we fhall be fevere in their cenfurcs, left they ﬂwuld be treated w1th
e Y eétions -

:'% ;ecuhar to Perhaps ﬁnd’ -that limited monarchy‘has other abfurdities and fevel'lty ln retmn, he cannot truly be faid to be refponﬂble at
il “{df' ' : ' all. From the hone[’c infolence of defpotlﬁn we may perhaps

o A

vices whic_h are peculiarly its own, - Injan abfolute fovereignty
' ptotmfe ourfclves better efle@s, than from the hypocnncal dlf

B - 1

g i

2?{1 e ]t ref! pa: rare qu'il y ait des prm:e.r Vertuens'; mais il g/;‘ trés di ﬁale dam' claimers of a hmlt ed gov ernment. Nothing can be more per
irts bi I/ lele foit.”  Efprit des Loix, L . ITI, Chap, V- '

éig wre monarchie que le peuple le foi 2fpri v, 11y Chap. he nicious . than fallhoo d, an d no falfhood can be more PalPal_?le
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OF LIMITED MONARCHY,

than that which pretends to put a weapon into the hands of the
general intereft, which conftantly proves blunt and powerlefs in

the very act to firike,

It was a confufed feeling of thefe truths, that introduced into

‘limited monarchics the principle “that’ the king can do no’

wrong.” Obferve the peculiar confiftency of this proceeding.
Confider what a fpecimen it affords us of plain dealing, frank-
nefs and unalterable ﬁncerit)'.' An individual is fisft appointed,
and endowed with the moft momentoﬁs prerogatives, and then
it is pretended that, not he, but other men are anfiverable for the
abufe of thefe prerogatives. This pretence may appear tolerable
to men bred among the fitions of law, but juftice, truth and

. virtue revolt from it with indignation.

Fun&ions of
a limited
monarch,

Having firft invented this fition, it becomes the bufinefs of
fuch conflitutions as nearly as poffible _fo realife it. A minifiry

muft be regularly formed ; they muft concest together; and the

‘meafures they execute muft originate in their own difcretion.

"Fhe king muft be reduced as nearly as poffible to a cypher. - So
far as he fails to be completely fo, the conftitution muft e
imperfect.

. What fort of figure is it rtha_t this miferable wretch exhibits in
the face of the world ? Every fhing is with great parade tranf-
a@ted in his name. He affumes all the inflated and oriental ftyle
which has been already defcribed, and which indeed was upon

' S that

!

DR a

T L I e . By o

OF LIMITED MONARCHY.

that occaflion tranferibed from the practice of a limited monarchy:.
We find him like Pharaoh’s frogs “in our houfes and upon our

beds, in our ovens and our kneading troughs.”

.

.Now obferve the man himfelf to whom all this importance is

annexed. To be idle is the abftract of all his duties, Heis

paid an immenfe revenue only to dance and to eat, to wear a

fcarlet robe and a crown. e may not choofe any onc of his

meafures. He muft liften with docility to the confultations of

his minifters, and fan&ion with a ready aflent whatever they
determine. He muft not hear any other advifers, for they are
his known and conftitutional counfellors. e muft not exprefs
to any man his opinion, for that would be a finifter and un-
conﬁitutiomal interference. ' To be abfolutely perfect he muft
have no opinjon, ‘but be the vacant and colourlefs mirror by
which theirs is refleGed. He‘fpea.k_s, for they have taught him
what he fhould fay; he afﬁf:gs his’ fignature, for they inform

him that it is neceflary and proper..

-
-

A limited monarchy in the articles I have defcribed might be
executed with great facility and applaufe, if a king were what
fuch a conftitution endeavours to render him,” 2 mere puppet
regulated'\by pullies and wires, But it is perhaps the moft
egregious and palpable of all political miftakes to imagine that

we can reduce a human being to this flate of neutrality and

torpor. He will not exert any ufeful and trte a&ivitf, but he
' 6 _ ' will
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OF LIMITED MONARCHY.

The more he is excluded from that

—— energy that chara&erifes wifdom and virtue, the more depraved

and wnreafonable will he be in his caprices. Is any promotion
vacant, and do we exped that he wiil never think of beftowing
it on a favourite, or of proving by an occafional cletion of his
own that he really exifts? This promotion may lnppen to be of
the utmoft importance to the public welfare ;- or, if not ;—every
promotion unmeritedly given is pernicious to national virtué, and
an upright minifter will refufe to affent to it. A king does not
fail to hear his power and prerogatives extolled, and he will no
doubt at fome time wifh to effay their realuy in an unprovoked

war agunft a foreign nation or againft lus own citizens.

To fuppofe that a king and his minifters fhould through a
period of years agree in their genuine fentiments upon every
public - topic, is what human nature in no degree authorifes.
This is to attribute to the king talents equal to thofe of the moft
enlightened ﬁatet'nien, or at leaft to imagine him capable of
under_ﬂa‘nding all their projeQts, and conipreheneling all their
views. - Tt is to fuppofe him unfpoiled by- education, undebauched

" by rank, and with a’ mind ingenuoufly difpofed to receive the

impartiill leflons of truth,

« But, if they difagree, the king can choofe other minifters.”
We fhall prefently have occafion to confider -this prerogatlve in
a general view ; let us for the prefent examine it in its applica-

- : . tion
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tion to the differences that may oceur between the fovereign and
his fervants. It is an engine for ever [ufpended over the heads
of the latter to perfuade them to depart from the flernnefs of
their integrity,. The compliance that the king demands from
them is perhaps at firft but fmall;

preffed, thinks it better to facrifice his opinion in this inferior

and the minifter, ftrongly

point than to facrifice his offic. One compliance of this fort
leads on to another, and he that. begm perlmps only with the
preference of an unworthy candidate for diftin@tion ends with the
moft atrocious p_ohtlcal guilt, The more we confider this point, the
_ greater will its magnitude appear. - It will rarely happen but that
the minifter. will be more dependent f for his exiftence on the king,
.than the l.lng upon his minifter. \Vhen itis otherwd'e, there will be
a mutual compromife, and bothin turn will part with every thing

that is firm, generous, mdependent and honourable in man. - ;

] And m ‘the mean time what becomes of refponﬁb lity ? The
,meafures are mlted and eonfounded as to their fource, beyond
the power ‘of human mgenmty to unravel. Refponfibility is in
Ireahty 1mpoﬂible. o« Far otherwﬂ'e, cries the advocate of
monarchical government : it is true that the meafures are partly
thofe of the king and partly thofe of the minifter, but the mini-
fter is- refponﬁble for all.” Where is the juftice of that? It
were better to leave guilt wholly w1thout cenfure, than to
eondernn a man- for crimes of which he is mnocent. In this

cafe the grand cximinal efcapes w1th 1mpumt) , and the feverity
' ) of
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of the law falls who]ly upon his coadjutors. The coadjutors
receive that treatment which conftitutes the effence of all bad
policy : punifhment is profufely menaced againft them, and
antidote is wholly forgotten. They are propelled to vice by
irrefiftible temptations, the love of power and the defireto retain
it; and then cenfured with a rigour altogether difproportione&
to their fault. ‘The vital principle of the fociety is tainted with
injuftice, and the fame negle&t of equity and partial refpe& of

perfons will extend itfelf over the whole,

I proceed to confider that prerogative in limited monarchy,
which, whatever others may be given or denied, is infeparable
from its fubfance, the prerogative of the king to nominate to
public offices. If any thing be of importance, furely this muft
be of importance, that fuch a nomination be made with wifdom
and integrity, that the fitteft perfons be appointed to the higheft
trufts the ftate has to confer, that an honeft and generous ambi-
tion be cherifhed, and that men who fhall moft ardently quahfy
themfelves for the care of the publié welfare be fecure of having

the largeft fhare in its {uperintendence,

This nomination is a moft arduous tafk, and requires the

wariclt circumfpefion. It approaches more nearly than.any

" other affair of political fociety to the exercife of difcretion. In

all other cafes the line of re@itude feems vlﬁble and ' diftiné.
~ Juflice in thc contefts of individuals, _]u(hce in queftions of péace

and
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and war, juftice i in the ordination of law,- will not obﬁmately
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A\Y ithdraw itfelf from the relearch of an impartial and judicious \-—-*—-v-’

enquirer.  But to obferve the various: portions of capacity

feattered through a nation, and minutely to decide among the

quahﬁcatlons of innymerable pretenders, mult afer all oup
A ? [ 3

sceuracy be committed to fome degree of ungertainty,

. ‘I‘he_ firlt -diﬂiculty that oscurs is to difcover thofe whom
genius and ability have made in the beft fenfe candidates for the

- office, Abili_ty Is not always intrufive; talents are often to

be fnund‘ in the remotenels of a village, or the obfcurity of a
garret. " And, though flf confczoufncfs and felf poﬁ'eﬂion are to
a certain degrec the attribures of gemus, yet there arc many

things befide falle modeﬁy, that ma.y teach its poﬂ‘eﬂ'or to fhun
the air of a court, .

Of all men a king s leaﬂ; qualiﬁed to penetratc thei'e receﬁ‘es,
and dxfcover merit In 1ts hldmg place. Encumbered with forms,
he cannot m:x at large in the focxety of his fpecies, He is too

. much engroﬂ'ed with the {'emblance of buﬁnef’s or 4 fucceﬂion of

amufements to have letfure for fuch ob{'ervauons a8 ihould
aﬁ‘ord a juft eftimate of men's charaéters. “In reality the tafk is

too mighty for any mdmdu,al, and the benefit can on!y be
fecured by the mode of slection,

~

Other d:fadvantages attendant on this prerogatwe of choofi ing
' 3M _ his

ey
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SOOK V. his own minifters it is ncedlefs to enumerate. If enough have
“—~—— not been already faid to explain the charatter of a monarch as
growing out of the fun&ions with which he is invefted, a
laboured repetition in this place would be both tedious and vain.
If ‘there be any dependence to be placed tipon the operation of
moral caufes; a king will in almoft every inftance be found
among the moft undifcriminating, the moft deceived, the leaft

informed and the leaft heroically difinterefted of mankind.

Recapituls- Such then is the gennine and uncontrovertible fcene of a
tion.

mixed monarchy. An individual placed at the fummit of the
edifice, the centre and the fountain of honour, and who is
: neutral, or muft feem neutral in. the current tranfactions of

, his government. This is the firft leflon of honour, virtue and

to the king come his adminiftration and the tribe of courtiers;

men driven by a fatal neceffity to ‘be corrupt, mtngulng and

informed ‘of their countrymen ; ‘made folely accotntable for
meafures of which they cannot folely be the “authors ; threat-
ened, if difhoneft, with the vengeance of an injured peoplé~

and, if honeft, with the furer vengeance of their foverelgn s
dlfplenfure. The reft of the n;mon,L ‘the fub_]e&s at large

PEIY [V PR P I -

Was evera name e fo fraught with degradatxon and meanpefs as

this of fubjets? I am, it feems, by the very place of my birth

become

AR T

truth, which mixed monarchy reads to its fubje¢ts. Next

venal ; feleted for their truft by the moft 1gnorant and it

B o= .
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become a fubje¢t, Of what, or whom? Can an honeft man BOOK V.
confider himfelf as the fubjeét of any thing but the laws of juftice? “———
Can he acknovwledge a fuperior, or hold himfelf bound to fubmit

his judgment to the will of another, not lefs liable than himfelf .
to prejudice and error ? Such is the idol that monarchy worfhips |

in lieu of the divinity of truth and the facred obligation of

public good, Tt is of little confequence whether we vow

fidelity to the king and the nation, or to the nation and the king,

fo long as the king intrudes himfelf to tarnith and undermioe

the true fimplicity, the altar of virtue.

Are mere names beneath our notice, and will they produce
1o finifter influence upon the mind? May we bend the knee
before the fhrine of vanity and folly without injury? Far other-
wife. Mind had its beginniﬁg in'fenfation, and it depends upon
words and fymbols for the progrefs of its affociations. . The true
‘good man muft not only have a heart refolved, but a front
ere& We cannot pradife abje@ion, hypocrify and meannefs,
without becoming degraded in other men’s eyes and in our own.
‘We cannot “ b_ow the head in the temple of Rimmon,” without
in fome degree apoflatifing from the divinity of truth, ‘He that
calls a king 2 man, will perpetually hear from his own mouth
the leﬂhn, that he 1 is unﬁt for the tluﬂ: repofed in him: he that
calls him by any fubluner appellation, is haftening faft into the
moft palpable and dangerous errors. '

3Ma ‘ But
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.C?S\?’fi\}i'ﬁ. But perhaps « mankind are o weak and imbecil, that it is in crroneous eftablithment be able effeCually to fuppozt itfelf 123‘?:1{‘,}; ; ; '
1 P—rt vain to expect from the change of their inflitutions the improve- againft general opinion. In this conteft fophiftry will vanifh, ‘“~———
: waknefsof - ment of their character.” Who made them weak and imbecil? and mifchievons inflitutions fink quietly into negle®. Truth ,
; ficcies. :

"Previoufly to-human inftitutions they had certainly none of this will bring down all her forces, mankind will be her army, and

oppreflion; injuftice; monarchy: and vice will tumble into a
common ruin,.

defe€. * Man confidered in himfelf is mérely a being'caliable of
- impreflion, a recipient of perceptions, What is there in- this.

: abftra@ charaCer that precludes him from advancement? We

have a faint difcovety in individuals at 'preferit of what our
rature is capable: -why fhould- individuals be fit for fo ‘much,

and the fpecies for nothing ? Is there any thing in.the ftruGure’
of the globe that forbids us to be virtuous ? If no, if nearly all-

S R S,

i ' our impreffions of right and wrong flow from our intercourfé
with each other, why may not that intercourfe be fufceptible of
modification and amendment? Itis the moft cowardly of all
fyftems that would reprefent the difcovery of truth as ufelefs,
and teach us that, when difcovered, lt is our ‘wifdom to leave

T P

the mafs of our fpecxes in- errer. ' o S

There is not in reality the fmalleft room for feepticifin refpeG-~
ing “the omnipotence of truth. Truth is the pebble in the lake ; 3
and however flowly in “the prefent cafe the circles fucceed each
other, they will infallibly go on till they overfpread the furface.

_ No order of mankind will for ever remain ignorant of the
.;I-_‘= , . principles of juﬁice, equality and public good. No fooner will
they underftand them, than they will perceive the coincidence

P
of virtue and public good thh private intereft: nor will any C_HA ‘
ecroneous . ;
i
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CHAP IX
OF A PRESIDENT WITH REGAL POWERS.

ENUMERATION OF POWERS—THAT OF APPOINTING TO-
INFERIOR OFFICES — OF PARDONING OFFENCES — OF
CONVOKING DELIBERATIVE ASSE-MBLIES-—OF AFFIXING
A VETO TO THEIR DECREES.—~CONCLUSION.—THE TITLE
OF KING ESTIMATED.—MONARCHICAL AND ARISTO=-
CRATICAL SYSTEMS, SIMILARITY OF THEIR EFFECTS,

'TILL monarchy it feems has one refuge left. “We will

not,” fay fome men, “have an hereditary monarchy, we
acknowledge that to be an enormous injuftice, 'We are not
contented with an ele@ive monarchy, we are notcontented with
‘a limited one. We admit the office- however reduced, if the
tel_mré be for life, to be an intolerable grievance. But why not
have kings, as we have magiftrates and legiflative aflemblies,
renewable by frequent eletions? We may then chaﬁge the
holder of the office as often as we pleafe.”

. Let us not be feduced by a mere plaufibility of phrafe, nor

employ words without having reflefted on their meaning,
What

S YL SR U RN

OF A PRESIDENT WITH REGAL POWERS,

What are_ we to underftand by the appellation, a king? If the
office have any meaning, it feems reafonable that the man who
holds it, fhould poflefs the privilege, either of appointing to
certain employments at his own difcretion, or of remitting the
decrees of criminal juftice, or of convoking and ~difmiffing
popular a{'fembhes, or of affixing and refufing his fantion to the
decrees of thofe affemblies. Moft of thefe prn'l!eges may claim a
refpeGtable authority in the powers delegated to their prefident
by the “United States of America. ‘

Let us however bring thefe ideas to the touchftone of reafon.
Nothing can appear more adventurous than the repoﬁng, unlefs
in cafes of abfolute neceflity, the decifion of any affair of i import-
ance to the public, in the brea{t of one man. But this neceflity
will fcarcely be alledged in any of the artlcles juft enumerated.
What advantage does one man poﬂ‘efs over a foc1ety or council
of men in any of thefe refpets 2 The dlfadvantages under which
he labours are obvious, He is, more eafily corrupted, and more
eafily mifled. He cannot poflefs fo many advantages for obtain-
ing accurate information_. He is abun_dantly more.liable to the
attacks of paflion and caprice, of unfounded antipathy to one
man and partiality to another, of uncharitable cenfure or blind
ldolatry He cannot be always upon his guard ; there will be
moments in which the moft exemplary v1gdance is liable to.
furprlfe. Meanwhile we are placmg the fubje& in much too:
6

fzwourab.!e
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0OK V. favol a light, ‘ S
(lfli o 1%, favourable a light, We are fuppofing his intentions to be

v upnght and _}u{’c but-the contrary of this will be more frcquently
-thc truth.  Where powers beyond the capacity of human nature

.are intrufted, vices the difgrace of human natare will be- en- .

gendered Add to thls, that the fame reafons, which prove that
-government, wherever it exifts, {hould be dire€ted by-the fenfe
of the people at large, equally prove- that, .wherever _pubhc
officers are neceffary, the fenfe of the whale,.or .of a body of
-men moft nearly approaching in fpirit .to the whole, ought to
.fecide on their pretenfions,” |

.'Thefe' ol_:'uje&ions ave applicable to the moft “innocent of the

of pardoning

- ofences: ~privileges above enumerated, that of appointing to the exercife
of certain employments. The cafe will be ftill worle if we con-

fider the other privileges, We fhall have occafion hereafter to

.examine the propriety of pardoning offences, confidered inde-
-pen‘dently of the‘perfons in whom that power’ is vefted ; but, in

the mean time, can any thing be more intolerable than for a

fingle individual to be authonfed, without a{ﬁgmng a reafon,'

or affigning a reafon upon which no one is allowed to pronounce,

‘to fuperfede the grave decifions of a court of jultice, founded

ofcon-  -upon a careful and public ‘examination of evidence? Can any
-E‘;l:;fgedg:. thing ‘be more unjuft than for a fingle individual to affume the

fun&ion of informing a nation when they are to deliberate, and
when they ate to ceafe from deliberation ?

1 ’ - 'The -

R R e R SRR s sty e e

WITH REGAL POWERS.

"The remaining privilege i$ of too iniquitous a nature to be an
object of much terror. It is not in the compafs of credibility to
conceive, that any people would remain quiet fpe&étofs,‘ while
the fenfe of one man was openly and undifguifedly fet agamﬁ:
the fenfe of the national reprefentative in frequent '1ﬂ'embly, and
fuffered to. overpower it. T'wo or thrée direct inftances of the
“exercife of this negative could not fail to annihilate it for ever.
"Accordingly, wherever it is fuppofed to exift; we find it foftened
and nourithed by the genial dew of pecuniary corruption ; either
rendered unneceffary beforehand by a finifter application to the
frailty of individual members, or difarmed and made palatable in
the fequel by a copious effufion of venal emolhents.
‘any cafe be endured, it muft be i m- countries where the degene-
rate reprefentative no longer poﬂ'elf'es the fympathy of the public,
‘and the haughty preﬁdent is made facred by the blood ‘of an
exalted anceftry which flows tbrough his vems, or the holy oil
which the reprefentatwes of the Moft ngh have poured on his
head. A common morta], penodzcally fele@ed by his feIIow-
citizens to watch over theu‘ mtere(’cs, can never be fuppofed to
poflefs’ tlus ﬁupendous virtue, '

:'_

If there be any truth in thefe reafonings, it mev1tably follows
" that there are no lmportant funtions of general fupermtendencc
that can Juﬂly be delegated to a fingle individual. If the office of
a prefident’ be neceflary, - elther ina dehberatlve aﬁ'embly or an
admmlf’cratlve cauncil, fuppoﬁng fuch a councxl to exift, his

3N

employment

If it can in
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The title of
the king

" gftimated.

_ txon ? Why not fuff'er the term to be as well underftood and as

Monarchical

" and arifto-

sratical

OF A PRESIDENT

employment will have relation to the order of their proceedings,
and by no means confift in the arbitrary preferrmg and carrying
into effe@ his private decifion. A king, if unvarying ufage can
have given meaning to a word, defignsa man upon whofe fingle
difcretion fome part of the public intereft is made to depend.
What ufe can there be for fuch a' man in an unperverted and

well ordered ftate? With refpe to its internal affairs certainly
none. How far the office can be of advantage in our tranfac-
tions with foreign governments we thall hereafter have occaﬁon
_to dec@e.

Let us beware by an un_]uihﬁable perverﬁon of terms of con-
foum]mg the common underﬁandmg of mankind, * A king is
the well known and i’tandmg appellatton for an office, which,
1f there be any. truth in the arguments of the preceding chapters,
has “been the bane and the grave of human virtue. Why
endeavom to punfy and exorclfe what is entitled only to execra.

cordlally deteﬁed as the ‘once honourable appel]atton of tyrant
"a perpetual monument of the folly, the cowardice and mifery of
our fpecies? ' ‘

v

"IN ploceedmg from the examination of monarchxcal to that
of an[tocrattcal government, it is 1mpoﬁible not. to remark that
there

A g T e b s e e e W T L AR € o o AT AT e M T AR re S
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WITH REGAL POWERS.

there are feveral difadi?antagee common to both. One of thefe
is the creation of a feparate intereft. The benefit of the governed
is made to lie on one’fidé, and the’ benefit of the governors on
the  other. - It is to no purpofe to fay that individual intereft
accurately under&ood will always be found' to coincide with
general Aif it appear in pra&tce, that the opmlons and etrors of
mankind are perpetually feparatmg them - and placmg them-in
oppoﬁtton to-each other, -~ The more the govcmors are fixed
in a fphere diftin@ and diftant from the governed " the more will
Theory, in’ order fo produce anl
adequate effed upon. the mind, {hould be favoured, not counter-

alted; by praéttce. “What' principle i in himan nétture is more
'Unwerfally confe{Ted than felf Tove, that'i is, than a pmpenﬁty o
tth mdnndualiy of d prtvate mterei’c to dtfcnmmate and dmde.
'ob_]e&s which the laws of the umverfe have mdtﬁ'olubly uhited ?

None, unlefs it be the g/'pnt de corps, the tendency of bodies of

men {0 aggrandife themfelves, a fpmt, which, though lefs -
. ardent than felf love, 1s fill more vxgtlant and not expofed to

the accidents of ﬂeep, mthfpoﬁtton and mortallty Thus it

-appears that, of all 1rnpu1fes to a NArTow, felf—mtereﬁed condut,

thofe afforded by monarchy and ariftocracy are the greateﬁ

Nor muft we be too hafty and undiftinguifhing in applying
the prmcnple, that individual intereflt accurately underﬁood will
always be found to coincide” with general Relatively to indi-
viduals confidered as men it is true; relanvely to individuals

3N 2 ' confidered
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-~

confidered as lords and kingsitis falfe. 'The man will be ferved

“—— by the facrifice of all his little peculium to the public intereft,

but the king will be annihilated. ~The firft facrifice that juftice
demands at the hand of monarchy and ariftocracy, is that of
their immunitics and prerogatives. Public intereft ditates the
laborious diffemination of truth and the 1mpart1al adminiftra-
tion of juftice. Kings and lords’ fubfift “only under favour of
error and oppreffion. They will therefore refift the progrefs of
knowledge. and illumination ; the moment the deceit is dzfpelled,
their occupatlon is gone,

A

In thus concluding however wé are taking for granted - that

'mﬁocracy will be found an arbitrary and pernicious mihtutlon,,'
as monarchy has-already appeared to be. - It 1§ time that wa

thould enqmre in what degree this is- aétually the cafe,
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CHAP. X.

OF HEREDITARY DISTINCTION

BIRTH .CONSIDERED ‘AS A PHYSICAL CAUSE—AS A MORAL
CAUSE-—ARISTOCRATICAL-ESTIBIATE. OF THE HUMAN
SPECIES."""‘ED_UCATION QF THE GRE%T.——'R:ECAPI.TULA.-
TION.

PRINCIPLE dt.:eply‘ interwoven with both monarchy

and ariftocracy in their moft flourithing ftate, but moft
deeply with the latter, is that of heredltary preheminence. No
pnncxple can prefent a deeper -infult upon reafon and juftice.
Examine the new botn fon of a peer and a mechanic. Has
nature deﬁgnated in different lineaments their future fortune?
Is one of them born with callpué lr_:incfs and an ungainly form?
Can you trace in the other the early 'ﬁromi'fe of géhiué and
underftanding, of virtue and honour? We have been told indeed:

* that ¢ nature Wlll' break out *,” and that

., “'The eaglet of 2 \mliant neft will quickly tower
Up to the region of his fire * ;”

and the wle was once believed, But mankind will not foor
again be perfuaded, that one lineage of human creatures produccs
heauty and virtue, and another vice.

* Tragedy of Douglas,. AQ iii
: An
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An affertion thus bold and unfounded will quickly be refuted

‘—~— if we conlider the queftion 2 priori.  Mind is the creature of

fenfation ; we havé no other inlet of knowledge. What are
the fenfations that the lord experiences in his mother’s womb,
by which his mind is made different from that of the peafant?
Is there any variation in the finer reticulated fubftance of the
brain, by which the lord is adapted to receive clearer and fironger
impreflions than the hufbandman or the fmith?

“ But a generous blood circulates in his heart and enriches his

veins.”  What are we to underﬁand by this h otheﬁs? Men s
y yP

aé‘tions are the cleatures of then' percepuons. Pe that appre-

hends moft ﬁrong]y will a& moft mtrepldly He, in whefe -

mind truth is moft dlﬁm&ly 1mpreﬁ'ed who, underﬁandmg its
nature, is beft awarc of 1ts value, will fpeak mth _the moft heart-
felt perﬁxaﬁon, and wnte w1t11 the greate{’c br1H1ancy and energy;
By mtrepldlty and ﬁrmnefs in aéhon we muft either underftand
the _]udlcwus and dehberate con{’tancy of a- Regulus or a Cato,
or the brute courage of a pnvate foldier, which is ftill an affair
of mind, conﬂﬁmg in a fhght eftimate of hfe which affords him
few pleafures, and a thoughtlefs and ﬁupld oblivion of danger,

_ ‘What has the blood to do with this ?—XHealth is undoubtedly in
inoft cafes the prerequiﬁte of the beft exertions of mind. But -

health itfelf is a mere negation, - the' abferice of dlfeafe. A man
muft have experienced or imagined the i inconveniences of fick-
nefs, before he can derive pofitive pleafure frbm the enjoyment

J . ' of
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of health. Again, however e\trav';gant we may be in our efti-

mate of the benefit of health, is it true in fact that the lord enjoys
a more vigorous health, expenences a more uaiform chearfulnefs,
and is lefs a prey to wearinefs and languor than the ruftic 2
High birth may infpire high thoughts as a moral caufe ; but is it
credible that it fhould operate inftinCiively and when its exiftence
is unknown, while, with e§cry external advantage to affift, the

nobleft families fo often produce the moft degenerate fons ¢ Into

its value then as a moral caufe let us proceed to enquire.

The perfuéﬁon of its excellence in this refpet is an opinion

probably as old-as the inflitution of nobility itlelf, The very

etymology of the word expreffing .this particular form of

government is built upon this idea, "It is called ariftocracy or -

the government of the beft [ocpu;'oi] In the writings of Cicero
and the fpeeches of the Roman fenate this order of men is ftyled
the * optimates,”’ the * virtuous,” the *“Jiberal,” and the “ honeft.”
It is taken for granted “ that the multitude is an unruly beaft,
with no fenfe of honour or pnnclple, guided by fordid intereft
or nat les fordid appetite, envious, tyrannical, inconftant and

unjuft,” From hence they deduced as a confequence, *the

elevated fentlments, who fhould either engrofs the government

of the humbler and more numerous clafs incapable of governing'

"themfelves, or at leaft {hould be pIaced as a rigid guard upon

their excefles, wnh powers adequate to their corretion and
' reftraine.’”
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fg(ﬁg ‘:{- reftraint.” The greater part of thefe reafonings will fall under
£ + 4kn

t——— our examination when we confider the difadvantages of - demo-

and irriportance of education.. It is therefore neceflary, cither BOOI%‘}’{

that a fyflem fhould be difcovered for fecuring leifure and ‘e

profperity to every member of the community, or that a pam—

T T S

cracy. S0 much as relates to the- excellence of ariftocracy it is

neceflary at prefent to difcufs, mount influence ‘and - authority. fhould be given to the liberal

and the wife over the illiterate and ignorant. Now, fuppofing

e
'

. The whole proceeds upon a fuppofition that, © if nobility for the prefent that the former of thefe meafures is impoflible, it

fhould not, as its hereditary conftitution might feem to implj', may yet be reafonable to enquire whether ariftocracy be the

be found originally fuperior to the ordinary rafe of mortals, it is moft judicious fcheme for obtaining the latter, - Some light may

at leaft rendered eminently fo by the power of education. Men, be collected on’this fubjeCt from what has already 1ppearcd_

who grow up in unpolithed ignorance and barbarifin, and -are refpeCting education under the head of monatchy.

chilled with the icy touch of poverty, muft ﬁeceﬂ'atily be expofed

et e

to a thoufand fources of corruption, and cannot have that deli- "Education is much, but opulent education is of all-its modeg

cate {enfe of refitude and honour, which literature and manly the ‘leaft ‘efficacious. The ediucation of words is not to be

e g v

refincment are found to beftow. It is under the aufpices of defpifed, but the education .of things is on no account to be dif- |

l s ~ indulgence and eafe that civilifation is engendered. A nation penfed with, The former is of admirable ufe in inforcing and

* : . - muft have furmounted the difadvaﬁtages of a firft eftabiifhmeﬁt developing the latter ; but, when taken alone, it is pedantry and

and have arrived at fome degree of Ieifule and profpenty, before not learning, a'bodfr without a foul. - Whatever may -be the o

the love of letters can take root among them, It is'in individuals abftra& perfe@tion of which mind is capable, we feem at prefent

as in large bodies of men. A few exceptions will occur ; but, ‘frequently to need being excited; in the cafe of any uncommon

bating thcfe, it can hardly be expected that men, who are corm- effort, by motives that addrefs themfelves to the individugl.'

pelled in every day by laborious corporal efforts to provxde for But fo far as relates to thefe motives, the lower claflfes of man-

the neteflities of the day, fhould - arrive - at great expanfion of kind, had they fufficient leifure, have - greatly the advantage of

fj : | m‘“d and comprehenfivencfs of thinking,” the higher. The plebeian mnft be the maker of his own fortune;
| | the lord finds his already made.*The plebeian muft expect to

i' Fducation of 1N certain parts of this argument there is confiderable- truth, Lnd himfelf neglefted and defpifed in proportion as he is remifs

the great,

i : The real philofopher will ‘be the laft man to deny the power 50 . -

and
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ROOK V.
CHAP. X,

OF HEREDITARY DISTINCTION.

in cultivating the objects of efteem ; the lord will always be furs

=~ rounded with fycophants and flaves. The lord therefore has no

"Recapitula-
tipn,
'

motive to induftry and exertion ; no ftimulus to roufe him from
the lethargic, “oblivious pool,” out of which every finite intellett
originally rofe. It muft indeed be confefled, that truth does not
need the alliance of circumftances, and that a man may arrive at
the temple of fame by other pathways than thofe of mifery and
diftrefs. But the lord does not content himfelf with excluding
the fpur of adverfity: he goes farther than this, and ‘provides
himfelf with fruitful fources of effeminacy and error. Man cannot
offend with impunity againft the great principle of univerfal good.
He that accumiulates to himfelf luxuries and titles and wealth to the
injury of the whole, becomes degraded from the rank of man ;
and, however he may-be admired by the multltude, is pitied by

_the wife and’ wearifome. to himfelf, Hence it appears, that to

elet men'to the rank of nobility is to ele& them to a poft of
moral"daﬁger- and a means’ of depravity; but that to conftitute
them hereditarily noble is to preclude them, bating a few extra-
ordinary accidents, from all the caufes that gencrate, ablllty and
virtue.

The - reaf_oniﬁgs we have here repéatedf upon the fubjeét: of
hereditary diftin&tion -are fo obv_ious,.tha't nothing. can be a
fironger inftance of 'the power of prejudice inflilled in e:;r]y
youth, than the fact of - their- havmg been at any time called in

queftion,

<. _.,_H;ﬁ%ggﬁ;gg;aﬁa-;a.;-'_a;;-..v.‘ﬁ..,'.-.c. e T e T e LTy e et
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queftion. If we can in this manner produce an hereditary BODKEV.
legiflator, why not an hereditary moralift or an hereditary poet Y et
In reality an attempt-in ‘either of thefe kinds would be more
rational and feafible than in the other. From birth as a phyﬁcal
caufe it fufficiently, appears that:little can be expe&ed -and; for
education, it is praticable in a certain degree, nor is it ealy to
- fet limits to that degree,. to infufe.poetical or philofophical emus-
- lgti;:n iniq a youthful mind ; but wealth is-the fatal blaft that
de&ro—ys the hopes of ‘a future harveft. There was once indeed
a gallant kind. of virtue, that, by n‘reﬁ{hbly feizing the fenfes,
feemed to communicate extenfively to young men. of birth, the
-mixed and equivocal- accomph{hments of . chivalry ;. but, fince
the fubjeés of moral emulation have been turned from perfonal
prowefs to the energies of 1ntelle€t and efpecially fince the field
of ‘that emulation has been more widely opened to the fpecies,
the: lifts- lia¥e been almoft uniformly. occupied by. thofe, whofe
narrow circumftances have goaded them to ambmon, or whofe
undebauched habits and fituation in life have refcued them from

‘the poifon of flattery and effeminate indulgence.- * * -

* See Paiﬁe’s Rightg._ol' _Mau.

302 . " CHAPD,
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| All moral {cience may be_' rediced to this one head,_ caléulation -
of the future. 'We cannot reafonably expeét virtue from the.
multitude of mankind, if they Leinduced by the perverfenefs of

the conductors of human affairs to believe that it is not -their.

intereft to be virtuous. But-this i§ not the point upon which-
the queftion turns. Virtue, is. nothing elfe but the purfuit of.
general good,  Juflice, is the ftandard which difcriminates the -

advantage of the many and of the few, of the whole and a part; .
' if
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[ 468 ] MORAL EFFECTS OF ARISTOCRACY. 469 ;

‘ chis firk and moft important of all fubjets be involved jn BOOKYV,
e If P J CHAP, XI1.

: obfeurity, how fhall the well being of mankind be fubftantially “~—~—""

] _ CHAP XL : promoted? The moft l_)enevolent of our fpecies -wi[l be engaged-

) . . in crufades of error; while the cooler and more phlegmatic

N = fpe@ators, difcerning no evident clue that fhould guide them-

1 MORAL EFFECTS OF ARISTOCRACY. T Lbvrinth. fit down in flffh noutsatice. aud leave the.

3 - § amidft the labyrinthi, it down in fe neutrality, and leave the.

i i‘e‘%f complicated fcene to produce. its own denouement..

IMPORTANCE OF PRACTICAL JUSTICE.—SPECIES OF IN-- xd T ‘ '

4 JUSTICE WHICH ARISTOCRACY CREATES.~—ESTIMATE or. o .. _ e

_ THE INJURY PRODUCED,.-—ESAMPLES It is true that human afﬁfurs can never be reduced to that ftate-

’i . _ '\ o - . . of depravation-as ta reverfe the nature of juftice.. Virtue will:

. ROOK V.. HERE is one thing, more than all the reff, of import- always-be the intereft-of the individual as well as of the public,.

w, 2 y = td ) N . .

Bt w' ance to the: well being of ‘mankind, juftice.. Can there Immediate virtue will always-be beneficial to the prefent age, as-

F Importan : 2 " ' - . . ) ) .

ofpadicl be any thing problematical - or.paradosical in this fandamental well a5 to their pofterity. But; though-the deprayation cannot

A+ e principle, . that all injuflice is injury.; and a thoufand times more . rife to thi$ excels, it will be abundantly fufficient to obfcure. the ..

‘ injurious. by its.effe@s. in. perverting the ﬁndei'ﬁanding and over-. underftanding, am;l: miflead t}fe' con__du&. H“maf‘.'befllgs_ will:

8y turning our: calculations of the future, than by ‘the unmedlate never.be fo virtuous as they might eafily be made, till.juftice be:

calamity it may produce 2 the {peGacle perpetually prefemed to their v1ew, and m_]ufhce be.

wondered atasa prodigy. .

- Of all the principles of juftice there is none fo material ‘to the. Species of iui- -
jultice which .

‘moral - re@titude of mankind- as this, that - no man can be ariftocracy .

createsy .

dlﬁmgulfhed but by.his perfonal merit. Why not endeavour to -
reduce to prattice fo fimple and fublime a leflon . When a man-
has proved himfelf 'a benefactor: to- the public, when e has.
already - by -laudable. perfeverance cultivated in-himfelf talen;s, .
which need only encouragement and public favour to bring them
3: ' to.:
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t C L - ~ SR iwhered and ftupefied by the conftancy with which it is pra&ifed, BOOK V.-
k11 BOOK V. s - . . . withere - CHAP. XI
{ Crar xi. t° maturity, let that man be honoured. In a flate of foclety that they do not feel the rigour that grinds them into- nothing, * )
s e~ where fictitious diftin@tions are unknown, it is impoffible he . . . :
4 how does that improve the pifture?

4§ {hould notbe honoured ‘But that a man thould be looked up to

ki . with fervility and awe, becaufe the king has beftowwed on* him'a _ . . .

4 Let us for a moment give the reins no reflexion, and endeavour

3 {purious’ name, or decorited him with a ribband; that another

i accurately to conceive the ftate of mankind where juftice thould

i fhould wallow in luxury,: “becaufe -his anceftor three centuries.

. " R gt T el een form the public and general principle. In that cafe our moral

g ago bled in the quarrel of ‘Lancafter or York; do we imagine

S F < e . . . ; feelings would affume 2 firm and wholfome tone, for they would

¥E that thefe iniquities can be practifed without injury ?

! - C- _— ._ - - . not be perpetually counteracted by examples that weakened their
, ' o d confounded their clearnefs. Men would be fearlefs

Ts Eftimateof . - Let thofe who entertain this opinion converfe a little with the .energy ane € ’

*T‘ the injury . S, : _ pecaufe they would know that there were no legal fnares lying

o produced.  Jower orders of -mankind, ‘They will perceive that the unfortu~
; ey . o in wmt for their lives. They would be courageous, ‘becaufe no
g .nate wretch, who with unremitted labour finds himfelf incapa-
8 ' man would be preﬂ'ed to the earththat another might en_]oy
¥ ‘ble adequately to feed and clothe lns famlly, has a fenfe of

ok ’ immoderate luxury, becaufe every one -would be fecure of the

> injuftice rankhng at hlS heart.

juft reward of his indufiry and prize of his exertions. ]ealoufy
and hatred would ceafe, for they are the offspring of injuftice.
' Every man would {peak truth with hls neighbour, for there would
be no temptation to falthood and deceit. . Mind would find its
level, for there would be every thing to encourage and to
animate. Science would be unfpeakably improved, for: under-
ftanding would convert into a real power, no longer an ignis
Sfatuus, fhining and expiring by turns, and leading wus into
floughs of fophiftry, falfe. fcience and fpecious miftake. ~ All
men would be difpofed to avow their difpofitions and adtions:
none would endeavour to fupprcfs the juft eulogium of his

'nelghbour, for, fo long as there were tongues to yecord, the
5 fuppreflion

< One whom d:ﬁrcfs has fpxted with the world,
Is he whom l:emptmg fiends would pitch upon

To do fuch deeds, as make the profperous men
Lift up their hands and wonder who could do them* »

Such is the education of the human fpecies. éﬁch is the fabric
of polrtlcal f0c1ety a

[ . _ But let us fuppofe that their fenfe of injuftice were lefs acute
il _ . than it is here defcribed, what favourable inference can be drawn
b from that? 'Is not the injuftice real ? If the minds of men be fo

"‘_Trageciy of Douglas, A
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BOOX V,

-CHAP. XI.
—

Exauples,

MORAL EFFECTS

fuppreflion woutd be impoffible; none fear to detet the mif

condué of his neighbour, for there would be no laws converting

the fincere expreffion of our convitions into a libel.

Let us fairly confider for a moment what is the amount of

injuftice included in the inflitution of ariftocracy. I am born,

fuppofe, a Polith prince with an income of /300,000 -per
annum. You are born a manorial ferf or a Creolian negro, by
the law of your birth attached to the foil, and transferable by
barter or otherwife to twenty fucceffive lords. In vain-fhall be

your moft generous efforts and your unwearied induftry to free

_yourfelf from the intolerable yoke. - Doomed by the law of your

birth to wait at the gates of the palice you muft never enter, to

fleep under a ruined weather-beaten roof, while your mafter

fleeps under canopies of ftate, to feed on 'putreﬁed offals while

the world is ranfacked for delicacies for his table, to labour with-
out moderation or limit under a parching fun while he bafks in
perpetual floth, and to be rewarded at laft with contempt, repri-

‘mand, ftripes and mutilation,. In fa& the cafe -is- worfe 'than

“this. 1 could endure all that injuftice or caprice could inflid,

provided I pofiefled in the Tefource of a firm mind the power of
looking down with pity on my tyrant, and of knoﬁ*ing' that T
had that within, that facred charaéter of truth, virtue and forti-
tude, “which all'his injuftice could not reach, "But a flave and a

ferf are condemned to flupidity and vice, as well as-to calamity.

- oA . ’ . Is

-
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all thi ing ? Is all this necellary for the maintenance of BOOK Y.
Is all this nothing ? Is all this necellary e f CHAP XL,

S

civil order? Let it be recolleCted that for this diftinction there is
not the fmalleft foundation in the nature of things, that, as we
have already faid, there is no particular mould for the conflru&tion
of lords, and that théy.fuj(_': born_neither - better nor worfe than
the pooreft of their dcpchdenis. It is this fructure of ariftocracy
in all ‘its fan&uaries and fragments againft which reafon and
phtlof()phy ]wve decl:u ed war. It is alike unjuft, whether we

conﬁder it in the cafts of Indla, the wl]amage of the fendal

fyftem, or the defpotifn of the patricians of ancient Rome

dragging _theirrdebtorsfinto'-perfbnal' fervitude to expiate loans

they_could not repay. -il\iaqkind'_x\'ill.hevgr be in an eminent

'_de'gree : virtuous ‘and "~ happy, ‘till each-man’ fhall poflels that
“portion of diftin¢tion and no more, to which he is entitled by hxs
"perfonal merits. . The diffolution of ar;&ocracy is equally the

intereft of the. oppreffor and the. oppreﬂ'ed +'The one will be
delivered from the liftleflnefs of tyranny, and the other from the

brutalifing opération: of fervitude, How long. “thall we be told

in vain, *that* mediocrity of fortnne is: the true’ rampart of

[

J T o i e L S By it

[

ot s, 1 NP i %, e e s T e A b b £y e kb

-2 = i A L e

R T Y R

B T R R RN S IR,



TN e g ”
.

ok Pkt

VR SICARRI] A

_ CHAP.XIL
e
Their origin

et D TR 2 LRI R

et e

[ L e e B g b T Y me et

T
Tl Nk

't

[ 474 ]

CHAP XIL

3

OF TITLE s

THEIR 'ORIGIN AND HISTORY.—-THEIR MISERABI.E ABSUR=
DITY. -~ TRUTH THE ONLY ADBQyATE REWARD OF
MERIT. ' U "

PEREE B '

HE cafe of mere titles is {o abfut'd‘ that it would deferve to

be treated only with'ridicule, were it.not for the: ferions
mifchiefs it impofes on mankind, - The feudal fyftem ‘was a
ferocious monfter devouring wherever it came all that the friend
of humanity Tegards with attachment and love. The {yftern’ of
titles appears under a different form. The ‘monfter is at length
deftroyed, .and they who followed 'in"his train, -and:fattened
upon the carcafles of thofe he ﬂew, ‘have fiuffed his ikin, and by
exhibiting it -hope’ ftill to ternfy mankmd into - patience -and
pufillanimity. The fyftem of thé Northern mvaders, -howeveir
odious, efcaped the ridicule of the fyftem of titles, - 'When the
feudal chiefiains affumed a geographical appellation, it was from
fome place really fubject to their anthority ; and there was no
‘more abfurdity in the ftyle they affumed, than in our calling a
man at prefent the governor of Tangiers- or. the governor of
Glbraltar., The commander in chief or the foverelgn did not
5 - - . : . then

BETR i e e eeE Dps e 2
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a real revenue. He now- grants nothing but the pnvxlege of

‘add tothe ‘abfurdity, jrour new hppellation is ‘borrowed "from -

“who' was ye{terday Mr. St. ]ohn, the ‘moft eloquent fpeaker of

 the umpn'e of maddemng parttes, the reftorer of peace to "bleed-
- ing "and’ exhaufted Europe, ihonid be to—day lord Bohngbroke?

feelmgs. Every time they eﬂ'ay to fpeak they are in danger of

.- mrvsos
PR ki ST SRR
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then give an empty name ;-he conferred an caildom or a barony, . BOOR V.

2 fubftantial tract of land, with houfes and men,. and producmg —
calling youtfelf Tom who were beforetime called Will j and, to

fome place perhaps you never faw,or fome' country you never
vifited. . ‘The ftyle however is the fame ; we'are il earls- and
barons, govetnors of provmces and commanders of - forts, and
that with the fame evldent propnety as the elettor of ‘ Hanover -
and arch trea.furer of the cmptre Ptyles_hlmfelf klng ‘of France. . |

Can theie be'; any thmg more ludtcrons, than thet the man, Theirifers-

ble ablurdity.

the’ Bntlﬁl houfe ‘of ¢ commons, the ‘moft' penetratmg tther,

In what is he become greater ‘and more venerable than he was ?

In the pretended fa.vour of ‘a ﬁupld and bef'otted woman, who

always ‘hated him, as fhe nmformly hated talents and v1rtue,
though for her own mtere{’c {he was obhged to endure hun.

The “friends of a man npon whom a title has recently been
conferred muft elther be wholly- bltnded hy the partlahty of
fnend{htp not to feel the ridicule of his ﬁtuatlon, or completely
debafed by the pataﬁtlcal fpmt of dependence not to betlay thelr

3P2 .. _ _ blundermg
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3
c?{?\%.l{x‘l!f. blundering upon the inglorious appellations of Mr. and Sir *, forty years of peace and calm purfuit of the arts of life and 3&%&‘,’;, _ :
‘“——— Every time their tongue faulters with unconfirmed pradtice, the - wifdom to mankind, we {peak of fomething eminently great, “———v’ ' i

queftion ruthes upon them with irrefiftible force, * What change Can any title exprefs thefe merits? Is not truth the confecrated . T |

[PV ST B

[OTUVTY. R

T'ruth the

"The ablordity of thefe tzt]cs ﬂnLes us the more, becaufe they -
only adequate b
reward of  aré ufml!y the reward of intr 1gue and corruption. But, . -were it '
merit.

has my old friend undergonc ; in wh".t is he wifer or better,
happier or more honourable ”? The firft week of a new title is a
perpetual war of the fcclmgs in every I'p(,aator, the genume
dictates of common fenfe againft- thc'a.rbltrary_11_1ﬁ1tutlons of

fociety. To make the farce ;more perfett thefe {itles_ are fubje&

to perpetual fluctuations, and the. man who is to-day earl of .

Kenfington, ‘will to-morrow refign with unblufhing effrontery all
appearance of character and honour to be called marquis_of Kew,
Hiftory labours under the Gothic and unintelligible burden ; no

mortal patience can conne& the different flories of him who is

to-day lord Kimbolton, and to-mbrfow earl- of -Mancheﬁer ; to- .

day ear] of Mulgrave, and to-marrow marquis of Normanby and
duke of Buckmghamﬂ:ure. o

-

othemlfe, fiill they would be unworthy of the adherents of'_

reafon and juftice. When we fpeak of Mr. St. John, as of the
man, who by his eloquence fW'tyed contendmg parties, who
withdrew the conquering {word from fuﬂ'enng France, and gave
* In reality thefe appellations are I_i&]e lefs :ﬂafurd_ than thofe by .Whi:ch they
are fuperfeded. R ST

s Gy

and fingle vehicle of juftice? Ts not the plain and fimple truth
worth all the cunmng fubftitutions in the world? Could an
oaken garland or a gllded coronet have added one atom to his
real greatnefs ? Garlands and coronets may be beftowed on the
unworthy -and proftituted to the intriguing. 'Ti-ll_ ‘m'ankin_d_'bc:
fatisfied with_the naked ftatement of what ‘they really perceive,
till thgy confefs virtué to be then moft illuftrious when fhe moft
difdains the aid of ornafnent ‘tl-ley will never arrive at that m:ihly
Ju[hce of fentiment, at Whlch they are dcﬁmed one day to arrive,
By ! this fcheme of naked truth, virtue will be every day a galner ;
every fucceedmg obferver will more fully do her Ju{hce, while
vice, depnved of that varnith with which fhe delighted to glofs.
hér acions, of that gaudy exhibition Whlch may be made alike:
by every pretencier, will fpeedily fink into unheeded contempt,
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CHAP XIIL

OF THE ARISTOCRATICAL CHARACTER.

INTOLERANCE OF ARISTOCRACY—DEPENDENT FOR ITS
SUCCESS UPON THE IGNORANCE OF THE MULTITUDE.—-—_
PRECAUTIONS NECESSARY FOR ITS SUPPORT.—DIFFER-

ENT KINDS OF ARISTOCRACY.~—ARISTOCRACY OF THE
'ROMANS : ITS VIRTUES—ITS VICES,—ARISTOCRATICAL
DISTRIBUTION OF PROPFRTY—REGULATIONS BY WHICH

1T 18 MAINTAINED—AVARICE IT ENGBNDERS.-—-—ARGU-
MENT AGAINST INNOVATION FROM THE PRBSENT
HAPPY ESTABLISHMENT OF AFFAIRS consmxnxn.

. CONCLUSION. _

. 'CHAP XI1II,

BOOK V., ARIS TOCRACY ‘in its proper fignification nnphel
fa— neither lefs nor more than a fcheme for rendering
ofariffocracy; more permanent and vifible by the mterference of political in-
ftitution the inequality of mankind. Anftocracy, like monar~
chy, is founded in falthood, the oﬁ%prmg of art foreign to the
real nature of thmgs, and muft therefore, like monarchy, be fup-
ported by artifice and falfe pretences. Its empire however- is
founded in principles more gloomy and unfocial than thofe of

monarchy,
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blandifhments and courtthip with his barons and officers ; but “~~——
the lord deems it fufficient to rule with a rod of iron. )

‘Both depend for their perpetuity upon ignorarce. Could dep{ende?t for
) " ) Co - ; ot ¢
they; like Omar, deftroy the produtions of profane reafoning, upon the ig-

: norance o

and perfuade mankind that the Alcoran’ contained every thing the mult-
which it became them to ftudy, they might then renew their leafe
of empire. But here again ariftocracy dlfplays its fupenor harth-
nefs. Monarchy admits of a certain degree of monkith learmng
among its followers._ But - anﬁocracy holds a ftricter hand.
Should the lower ranks of fociety once come to be generally
taught to write and Iead its power Would be at an end. 'To make
men ferfs and villains it is mdlfpenﬁbly neceﬂ'ary to make them
brutes.” This is a queftion which-has long been canva{Ted with
_ great cagernefs and’ av1d1ty | The 1efolute 1dvocates of ‘the old
fyftem have with no oontemptl_ble- forefight oppofed thxs alarm-
ing innovation, In their:ﬁw;ell k'n:own' obfervation, * that a fer-'
vant who has been taught to’ write and read- céales to be any
longer a paflive machine,” is’ contained the- embryo f1om whlch
it would- be eafy to explaln the whole plulofophy of humarn

fociety. -

And who fs there that can reflect thh patlence upon the ma- Precautions

' neceflary for

Ievolent contrivances of thefé infolent uﬁtrpers, contrivances the its fapport.
end of which is te keep the humanr fpeciés 'in "4 flate of endlefs.

degradauon 2
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_monarchy. - The monarch often thinks it advifable to employ ggng}:i
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.degradation ? It is in the fubjetts we are here examining that
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the cclebrated maxim of ¢ many made for one” is brought to
thereal teft. . Thofe reafoners were no doubt wifc in their gene-

ration, who two centuries ago conceived alarm at the blafphemous

~ doltrine, * that government was inflituted for the benefit of the

governed, and, if it propofed to itlelf any other object, was no
better than an ufurpation.” It will perpetually be found that the
men, \jth in every age have been the earlieft to give the alarm
of innovation, and have been ridiculed on that account as bigoted
and timid, were in feality_ perfons of more than common difcern-
ment, who faw, though but imperfely, in the rude principle the
inferences to which it ine,iritably led. - It is time that men of re-

flexion fhould choofe between the two alternatives: either to g0

back fairly and without refervé to the primitive px_'i_nciples of fy..'

ranny ; or, adopting any one of the axioms oppofite -to thefe,

however neutral it may at firft appear, -not f_'égbly and ignorantly
to fhut their eyes upon its countlefs hoft of confequences.

It is not neceﬂ_'ar.y to enter into a methodical difquifition of the
different fpecies of ariftocracy, fince, if the above reafonings have
any force, they are equally cogent againft them all. Ariftocracy
may veft its prerogatives principally in the individual, as in Po-
land ; or entirely reftrict them to the nobles in their cérporaté

capacity, as in Venice, The former will be more tumltuous

‘and diforderly ; the latter more jealous, intolerant and fevere,
_The magiftrates may either recruit their body by election among

Ty R LT DR
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_.themfelves, as in Holland ; or by the choice of the people, as in

ancient Rome,

The ariftocracy of ancient Rome was incomparably the moft
venerable and illuftrious that ever exifted upon the face of the
earth. [t may not therefore be improper to contemplate in them

- the degree of excellence to which ariftocracy may be raifed. They

included in their inftitution fome of the benefits of democracy, as
gerierally fpeaking no man became a member of the fenate, but in
confequence of his being eleCted by the people to the fuperior
magiftracies. It was reafonable therefore to exped that the ma-

jority of the members would poflefs forac degree’ of capacity.

They were not like modetn ariftocratical aflemblies, in which, as

_primogeniture and not feleion decides upon their prerogatives,

481
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Ariftocracy
of tke Ro-
mans ¢ its
virtues

we fhall commonly feek in vain for capacity, except in ‘a few of

the lords of recent creation. ‘Asthe. plébeians were long re-
firained from looking for candidates except among the patricians,
that is, the pofterity of fenators, it was reafonable ‘to fuppefe

that the moft eminent talents would be confined to that order.

liberal education and the cultivation:of the mind, a monopoly
which the art of printing has at length f"ull'y deftroyed, - Ac-
cordingly -all the great litEI:ary' ornaments of Rome were_either
‘patricians, or of the equefirian order, or their immediate depend-
ents. ~ The plebeians, though in their corporate capacity they

pollefled for fome centuries the virtues “of fincerity, intrepidity,

A circumftance which contributed to this was the -monopoly of .
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love of jufticc and of the public, could never boaft of any of thofu
individual characers in their party that refleét luftie on mankind,

except the two Gracchi: while the patricians told of Brutus, Va-
lerius, Coriolanus, Cincinnatus, Camillus, Fabricius, Regulus, the
Fabii, the Decii, the Scipios, Lucullus, Marcellus, Cato,’ Cicero,
and innumerable others. With this retrofpect continually fug-
gefled to their minds it was almoft venial for the ftern heroes of

Rome and the laft illuftrious martyrs of the republic to entertain

ariftocratical fentiments.

Let us however confider impartiall)r this ariftocracy, fo incom-

parably fuperior to any other of ancient or modern times, Upon

the firlt infitution of the republic, the people poflefled fcarcely

 any authority except in the eleGtion of magiftrates, and even here

their intrinfic importance was eluded by the mode of arranging
the affembly, fo that the whole decifion vef’ced in the richer claffes

of the community. No magifirates of any .defcription were
‘elected but from among the patricians. All caufes were judged

by the patricians, and from their judgment there was no appeal.

. The patricians intermarried among themfelves, and thus formed

a republic of narrow extent in the midft of the nominal one, which
was held by them in a ftate of abjet fervitude. The idea which
punﬁcd thefe ufurpations in the minds of the ufurpers, was, ¢ that

the vulgar are eflentially coarfe, groveling and ignorant, and that

there can be no fecurity for the empire of juftice and conﬁﬁency _

butin the decided afcendancy of the liberal.” Thus, even while

they
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they oppofed the eﬂ'entml interefts of mankind, they were ani-
mated with public fpmt and an unbounded enthufiafim of vir-
tue. But it is not lefs true that they did oppofe the effential in-
terelts of mankind. What can be more extraordinary than the
declamations of Appius Claudius in this ftyle, at once for the
moral greatnefs of mind by which they were dictated, and the
cruel intolerance they were intended to inforce? It is inex~
preflibly painful to fee fo much virtue through fucceffive ages
employed in counterading the jufteft reqmﬁnonb. The refult
was, that the patricians, notwithftanding their immeafurable fu-
periority in abilities, were obliged to yield one by one the exclu-
fions to which they fo obftinately ching. In the interval they
were led to have recourfe to the moft odious methods of counter-
aftion ; and every man among them contended who fhould be

loudeft in applaufe of the nefarious murder of the Gracchi. If

as they were, what might they not have been but for the iniquity
of ariftocratical ufurpatlon? The indelible blemifh of their hif~
tory, the love of conqueﬁ, originated in the fame caufe. Their
. wars, through every period of the republic, were nothing more

than the contrivance of the patricians, to divert their countrymen

from attending to the fentiments of unalterableltruth, by leading
‘them to feenes of conqueft and cavage. - They underftood the
art, common to all- governments, of confounding the underftand-

ings of the mtllthlde, and pctfuadmg them that the moft un-

3Q2 provoked
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BOOR V. provoked hoftilities were merely the diftates of "neceflary

“——— defence.

Asiftocratical  "The principle of ariftocracy is founded in the extreme inequa-
g}r;::;::; : lity of conditions, No man can be an ufeful member of foéicty,
except fo far as his talents are employed in a manner con_dilcive
to the general advantage. In evcrjr fociety the produce, the means
of contributing to the neceffities and conveniencies of its mem-~
bers, is of a certain amount. In every fociety the bulk at leaft of

its members contribute by their perfonal exertions to the creation

of this produce, What can be more reafonable and juft, than
that the produce itfelf fhould with fome degree. of equality” be

{hared among them ? What more . injurious than the-accumulat-

e M
e WAL

ing upon a few every means of fuperfluity . and luxury, to the
total deftru&ion of the eale, and plain, but plentiful, fubfiftence

~of the many ? it may be calculated that the king even of a li-

mited monarchy, receives as the falary of his office, an income

LA

A : equivalent to the labour of fifty thoufand men®,  Let us fet out

T e e
ey

in our eftimate from this point, and figure to ourfelves the fhares
¥ of this counfellors, his nobles, the wealthy commoners by whom

the nobility will be emulated, their kindred and dependents. Is

itany svonder that in fuch countries the lower orders of the com-

derate fatigue ! When we fee the wealth of a province fpread

# Taking t‘r‘xe'm'erage'price of labour at one fhilling per diem.

ig - munity are er_chauﬁed by all_fhe hardfhips of penury and immo-

upon
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upon the greit man’s table, can we be furprifed that his neigh-

bours have niot bread to fatiate the cravings of hunger?

Ts thisa ftate of human beings that muft be confidered as the

laft improvement of political. wxfdom? In fuch a ftate it is im-

485

POOK V.

CHAP. X1l1.
—

poﬁibie that eminent virtue fhould not be exceedmgly rare. The -

higher and the lower claffes will be alike corrupted by their un-

natural fituation, But to pafs over the higher clafs for the pre- -

fent, what can be more evidenf than the téndency of want to
contract the intelle@ual powers? The fituation which the wife

man would defire for himl_'elf and for thofe in whofe welfare he

was interefted, would be a fituation of alternate labour and re-.

Jaxation, labour that fhould not exhauft the frame, and relaxation

that was in no danger to degenerate into indolence, Thus in-

duftry and alivity would bé cherifhed, the frame preferved ina

healthful tone, and the ‘mind accuftomed to meditation and re-
ﬂe&mn. But this would be the fituation of the whole human
fpemee, if the fupply of ‘ouir wants were equally diftributed, -Can
any {yftem be more worthy of our dlfapprobatzon than that which

converts nineteen-twentiéths of them- into beaﬁs of burden, an--

nihilates fo much thought, renders impoflible fo much virtue and
extirpates fo much happinefs ? '

- =

But it may be al]eﬂgéd “ that this argument is foreign to the
fubJe& of anﬁocracy ; the 1nequaht3,r of condmons being the in-

evitable .

regulations
by which it is
mudatained
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evitable confequence of the inflitution of property.” It is true
that many difadvantages flow out of this inftitution in its fimpleft
form ; but thefe difadvantages, to whatever they imay amount,
are greatly aggravated by the operations of ariftocracy,  Arifto-
cracy turns the fiream of property out of its natural channel, and
forwards with the moft affiduous care its accumulation in the
hands of a very few perfons. The do€trines of primogeﬁiture
and entails, as well as the immenfe volumes of the laws of tranf~
fer and inheritance which have infefted every part of Europe,

were produced for this exprefs purpofe.

At the fame time that it has endeavoured to render the acqui-
fition of permanent property difficult, ariftocracy has greatly in-
creafed the excitements to that acquifition, All men are accuf-
tomed to conceive a thirft after diftin&tion -and pre-einincnce,
but they do not all fix upon wealth as the objec of this paffion,

but varioufly upon fkill in any particular art, grace, learning, ta-

' lents, wildom and virtue.- Nor does it appear that thefe latter

objé&s are_purfued by -their votaries with lefs affiduity, than
wealth is purfued by thofe who are anxious to acquirc it.
Wealth would be fiill lefs capable of being miftaken for the
univerfal paflion, were it not réndered by political "inflitution,
more than by its natural influence, the road to honour and

refpedt.

. There
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There is no miftake more thoroughly to be deplored on this
fubject, than that of perfons, fitting at their cafe and furrounded
with all the conveniences of life, who are apt to exclaim, ¢ We
find things very well as they are;” and to inveigh bitterly againft

all projects of reform, as * the romances of vifionary men, and

- the de'g:lamations of thofe who are never to be fatistied.” Is it

well, that fo large a part of the community fhould be kept in
abject penury, rendered ftupid with ignorance and difguftful with

vice, perpetuated in nakednefs and hunger, goaded to the com-

miflion of crimes, and made vi&ims to the mercilefs laws which

the rich have inftituted to opprefs them? Is it fedition to en-
quire whether this ftate of things may not be exchanged for a
better? Or can there be any thing more difgraceful to ourfelves
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Arg'u-:ncnt
againfl inno-
vation from
the prefent
happy eila-
Withment of
affirs con-

hidered.

than to exclaim that “ All is well,” merely becaufe we are at |

our eafe, regardlefs of the mifery, degradation and vice that may
be occafioned in others?

There is one argument to which the advocates of monarchy
and ariftocracy always have recourfe when driven from etery
other pretence ; the mifchievous nature of democracy, « How.
ever imperfet the two former of thefe inflitutions may be in
themfelves, they are found neceflary,” we are told, * as ac-
commodations to the imperfeGtion of human nature,” Tt is for
the reader who has confidered the arguments of the preceding
chapters to decide, how far it is probable that circumftances can

6

occur,

Conclufion,
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; ROOK V. occur, which fhould make it our duty to fubmit to thefe com«’
\—-—-v—-/mm = plicated evils, Meanwhile lct us proceed to examine that de- . ' ) -
mocracy of which fo alarming a piCture has uniformly been CHAP XIV.
- exhibited.
: GENERAL FEATURES OF DEMOCRACY.
‘ DEFINITION._—--—SUPPOSED EVILS OF THIS FORM OF GO<.
VERNMENT — ASCENDANCY OF THE IGNORANT — OF
“THE' CRAFTY—INCONSTANCY-—- RASH CONFIDENCE——-
GROUNDLESS SUSPICION. — MERITS AND DEFECTS or —
: DEMOCRACY 'COMPARED. — ITS MORAL TENDENCY: —
: : , TENDENCY OF TRU‘I‘H.——RI:PRESENTATION. ki
- 1
L EMOCRACY is a’ fyﬁem of ‘government- accordmg t0. BOOK V. ¥
D which’ cvery member' of fociety is confidered as-a man f-"ffiﬂ E j
: -and nothing more. - So far as pofitive regulation is concerned, if Dcﬁn.:uon. ‘ . 1
indeed that can with any- propnety be termed regulation : “which ) .1
) - is ‘the mere- recognition of. the ﬁmpleﬁ of all principles, every
- ) man is regarded as equal.- Talents and . wealth, wherever theéy -
) ' exift, will not fail to obtain a certain degree of influence, with-
out requiring any pofitive ‘inftitution of fociety to' fecond fheir . .-
i operatlon.
| ) But there are certain drfadvantages that'may feem the necef-’ Suppofed
, fary refult of democratical equahty In- political foc1ety it is s:;l:; fdege-
' CHA P.. reafomble to fuppofe that'the wife’ will be outnumbered by the - 1
: o 3R . unvife, 3
: - ;- t
!
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GENERAL FEATURES

unwife, and it will be inferred “that the welfare of the whole
will therefore be at the mercy of ignorance and folly.” It is
true that the ignorant will generally be fufficiently willing to be
guided by the judicious, * but their very ignorance will incapa-
citate them from difcerning the merit of their guides. The
turbulent and crafty demagogue will often poﬂ'efs greater advan-
tages for mvelghng their judgment, than the man who with, _
purer ultentlons may poflefs a lefs brilliant talent. Add to this, that
the demagogue has a never failing refource in the ruling imper-
feCtion of human nature, that of preferring the fpecious prefent
to the {ubftantial futdre.  This is what is ufually termed, play--
ing upon the paflions of mankind. Political truth has hitherto
proved an enigma, that all the wit of man has been infufficient to-

folve. - Is it to be fuppofed that the uninfrufted multitude

~ fhould always be able to refift the artful fopluﬂry and captivating,

eloquence that will-be- -employed to darken it 7. Will it not often

‘ liaf)pen that the fchemes propofed-by the ambitious difturber will:

poflefs a meretrlcmus attraction, which. the fevere and f{ober
project of the dlfcelmng ftatefman. fhall be unable to compenfate 2.

A inconftancys. - One of the moft fruitful fources of human happmefs is to be:

% | found in the ﬁeady and uniform operation. of certain ﬁ'-;cd

2 : principles. But it is. the characteriftic of a democracy to be:

; 3 a‘vering and inconftant. The philofopher. only, who has.

deeply meditated’ his. prmctples, is inflexible in his adherence to.
'= them., = The mafs. of ‘mankind,’ as they have. never: arranged their-

2  refleftions:

;
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refletions into fyftem,- are at the mé'rcy'of every momentary
impulfe, and liable to change with every wind, But thisincon-
ftancy is direCtly the reverfe of every idea of political juftice.

“ Nor is this all. Democracy is a monftrous and unwieldy
veflel launched upon the fea of human paffions without ballaft.
Li[;erty in this unlimited form is in danger to be loft almoft as
foon as it is obtained. ‘The ambitious man finds nothing in this
fcheme of human affairs to fet bounds to his defires, - He has

only to dazzle and deceive the multitude in order to rife to
abfolute power. - '

¢ A farther ill confequence flows out of this circumftance,

"The multitude, confcious of their weaknefs in this refpe&, will,

in proportion to their love of liberty and equalit}, be ;ierpetually
fufpicious and unealy. Has any man difplayed uacommon

virtues or rendeted eminent fe1v1ces to his country He will

~prefently be charged with fecretly aiming at the tyranny.

Various circumftances will come in aid of this accufation, the
general love of novelty, envy of fuperior merit, and’ the inca-
pacity of the multitude to underftand the motives and character
of thole who fo far excel them. Like the Athenian, they will

be tired of hearing Ariftides conftantly called the Juft. Thus

~will merit be too- frequently the vi@im of ignorance and envy.

Thus will all that is liberal and reﬁned wh'ttever the human
mind in its hlgheﬁ ftate of 1mp10vement is able to conccive, be

3R 2 often
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often overpowered by. the turbulence of- unbridled: paﬁion am!

the rude diCtates of favage folly

If this picture muft inevitably be realifed whereyer democra-
tical principles are eftablifhed, the ftate of human nafure would

be peculiarly unfortunate. No form of government can be

devifed which ‘does not partake of monarchy, ariftocracy -or

democracy, - 'We have taken a copious furvey of the two former,
and it would. feem  impoffible- that ‘greater -or more inveterate
mifchiefs can be infliCted’ on mankind, -than -thofe which are
infli¢ted by them. No portrait of 1n_]uﬂ1ce, degradauom and
vice can be exhibited, that can furpafs the fair and inevitable

inferences ftom the principle upon which they ave built,  If tlen

democracy could by ‘any” arguments be brought down to a level °

with fuch monfirous inﬂitutions as thefe, 'in which there is
neither integrity rior reafon; our profpes of the future happlnei's
of mankind. would indeed be deplorable. _ :

But this-is. impc;mbl'e.. . Suppofing - that: we' fhould' even-be

obliged.to take democracy with all ‘the difadvantages that-were

ever annexed to it, and that no remedy could be difcovered: forany:
of its defe&s, it would:be ftill greatly preferable to the exclufive ,

fyftem of other forms:. Let us take Athéns. with-all its tuxbu«_

- lence and inftability ; with the-popular and temperate ufurpations

of Plﬁﬁratus and- Pericles ; with . their monftrous oftracifm, by
which with undifguifed. injuftice they were: accu{’comed periodi-
cally.
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eally to banifh fome eminent citizen without the imputation of a BOOK V.
erime ; with the imprifonment of Miltiades, the exile of Ariftides “————
and the murder of Phocion ;:—with all thefe crrors on'its head,
it is incontrovertible that Athens exhibited a more illufirious-and
enviable fpetacle than all the monarchies and ariftocracies thiat
ever exifted. 'Who would reject the gallant love of virtue and
independence,  becaufe it was accompamed with fome megua
latities : Who would. pafs ‘an- unreferved: condemnation -upon
their penetrating: mind, their quick difcernment and their ardent
fecling, becaufe they were. fubje&t occafionally to be intemperate
- and impetuous ? ?: Shall we compare a-people of fuch incredible *
achlevements, fuch- exquifite refinement,. ‘gay without infen-
fibility and fplendld without mtemperance, in the midft of whom
grew. up the greateft' pocts,” t_he “ nobleft- artifts, . the " moft
finithed orators-and po]itical.,\;‘;ﬁtérs;: and.the moft: difintercfted
philofophers the world ever faw,—fhall we compare this chofen
feat of patriotifm, independence and’genérbus virtue, with-the
“torpid and felfith realms of monalchy and ariftocracy.? - Allis:not . ’
lxappmefs that: looks - tranqmlhty - Bétter- were: a : portion of -
turbulence ‘and fludtuation, than.that’ unwholfome' calh which .
is.a flranger.to virtue...

rl
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. In the eﬁimatc that is uﬁmliy made of démocracy, one of the - Tes moral feas:-

dency.
moﬁ-ﬂag-rant fources-of * error lies in our taking-mankind fuch as

'm'onaréhy -and "ariftocracy have made them, and from thence
- Judging. how fit- they are-to- Iegiflate - for- themfelves,~ Monarchy- -

and .
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BOOK V. and ariftocracy would be no evils, if their tegdency were not to degree fimple, to fpeak and a& the truth. If the Athenians had Joox v.

A" yndermine the virtues and the underftandings of their fubjets. had more of this, it is impoflible they fhould have been fo “~———’

flagrantly erroneous. To tell the truth in all cafes without

P e 4 g il ) g

'The thing moft neceffary is to remove all thofe reftraints which

ol

[ FISRTRA N

‘I'endcncy of

hold mind back from its natural flight. Implicit faith, blind
fubmiffion to authority, timid fear, a diftruft of our powers, an
inattention to our own importance and the good purpofes we are
able to effe@, thefe are the chief obftacles to human improve-
ment. Democracy reftores to man a confcioufnefs of his value,
teaches him by the removal of authority and oppreflion to Liften
only to the diftates of reaf;)n, gives him confidence to treat all
other men as his fellow beings, and induces him to regard them
10 longer as enemies againft whom to be upon his guard, but

as brethren whom it becomes him to a{ﬁﬂ The cmzen of a

democratical ftate, when he looks upon the miferable oppreflion

and injuftice that-prevail in*the countries around him, canuot
but entertain an inexpreffible efteem for the advantages he eﬁjoys,
and the moft.unalterable determination at all hazards to, pr'efcrve
them. The influence of democracy upon ‘the fentiments of its
members is altogether of the negative fort, but its confequences
are ineftimable, Nothing. can be more unreafonable than to
argue from men as we now find them, to men as they may here-
after be made. Stri@& and accurate reafoning, inftead of {uf-
fering us to be furprifed that Athens did fo much, would at fieft
- induce us to wonder that fhe retained fo many 1mperfe&10ns.
The road to the 1mprovement of mankind is in the utmoft
degre.,

referve, to adminifter juftice without partiality, are principles
which, when once rigoroufly adopted, are of all others the moft
prolific. They enlighten the underftanding, give energy to the:
judgment, and flrip mifreprefentation of its fpecioulnefs” and:
plaufibility., ~ In Athens men fuffered themfelvés to.be dazzled:
by fplendour and thow. If the error in their conflitution which-
Ied to this defec can be dil.’covcred,. if a form of political fociety-
can be devifed in which men fhall be accuftomed to judge ftrictly-
and foberly, and habitually: exercifed  to the plainnefs and fim-~-
plicity of truth,. democracy would in that fociety ceafe from: the
turbulence, -inftability, ficklenefs and violence that have too-
often- charaterifed it. - Nothing can- be more - certain than the:
omnipotence of. truth', or, in: other words, than the connexion:
Between the Judgment and the ontward behaviour. If fcience:
be capable of "perpetual improvement, men will alfo be capable:
of perpc_tually advancing in pradtical wifdom and juftice, . Once:
eftablith the perfettibility of “man, :andiit will inevitably. follow -

that we are advancing te-a ftate; in which truth will bs too well®

known-to be eafily miftaken;, and juftice too habitually pradifed :
to be voluntar:ly counteracted.. Nor:{hail we fee reafon to think:
upon fevere*reﬁe&mn, that this flate-is fo diftant' as we- might at:
firft be inclined to 1magme. Error is pnnclpally indebted for its-

.permanence to focial. mfhtutton. Did: we. leave. individuals to:

-

the:
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BOOK V.
CLAP. X1V,

GENERAL FEATURES

the progrefs of their own minds, without endeavouring to regu-

‘—-——"late them by any fpecies of public foundation, mankind would

Reprefenta-
tion,

in no very long period convert to the obedience of truth. The
conteft between truth and falthood is of itfelf too unequal, for
the former to ftand in need of fupport from any political ally,
The more it be difcovered, efpecially that part of it which relates

‘to man in fociety, the more fimple and felf evident will it

appear ; and it will be found impoffible any ‘otherwife to account
for its having been fo long concealed, than from the permclous
influence of pofitive inflitution,
. - ) ’ T
"There is another obvious confiderafion: that has frequently
been alledged to account for the imperfection ‘of :ancient demo-
cracies, which is worthy of .our attention, though it be not fo
important as the argument which:ihas juft been flated. The
ancients were unaccuftomed to the idea of deputed, “of reprefen-

tative aflemblies ; and it is reafonable to fuppofe that aﬂ"urs'

‘might often be tranfa&cd with the utmoft order i m fuch’ affem-
blies, which might be produ&ive of much tumult and confiifion,
S fubmitted to the perfonal difcuffion of ‘the citizens at Targe®.
By: this happy éxpedient we fecure many of "the '-"prét'e'nde&
benefits of ariftocricy, “as well as the real benefits of. '&emocfzit:jd
The difcuflion of national aﬁ'airs ‘is brought befbre pérfon‘s;bt"

azThe - gencral grounds of tlns mihtuno:; ha\e been ﬂ'nted Bc-ok III, Chap.

IV. The exceptions which limit lts value, will bl: fcen i in thc twcnty—tlurd
: .cinpter of the prcfcnt ook, ' '
fuperior
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OF DEMOCRACY.

faperior education and wifdom : we may conceive of them, not
only as the appointed medium of the fentiments of their conftitu-
eats, but as authorifed upon certain occafionsto at on their part,

_in the fame manner as an unlearned parent delegates his autho- |
rity over his child to a preceptor of greater accomplithments than’
himfelf. ‘This idea within proper limits might be entitled to our.
approbation, provided the elecor had the wifdom not to relix in-
the exercife of his own underftanding in all his political concerns,

~exerted his cenforial power over his reprefentative, and were

accuftomed, if the reprefentative were unable after the fulleft

explanation to bring him over to his opinion, to transfer his

deputation to another.

The true value of the fyftem of 'reprefehtation is as follows,
It is not reafonable to doubt that mankind, whether aling by
themfelves or their reprefentatives, might in no long time be

enabled to contemplate the fubjets offered to their examination

with calmnefs and true difcernment, provided. no pofitive ob-

ftacles were thrown in their way by the errors and imperfe&i-dn

.of their political inflitutions. This is the principle in which

the found political philofopher will reft 1n_\.'ith the moft perfe&
fatisfaction. But, fhould it ultimately appear that reprefentation,
and not the intervention of popular aflemblies,' is the mode
which reafon prefcribes, then an .g.rror in this preliminary
queftion, will of courfe infer errors in the praQice which is built
upon ‘it We cannot make one falfe ficp, without involving

T o . 385 .ourfelves
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408 GENERAL FEATURES OF DEMOCRACY.

’ ﬁoox V. ourfeives in a feries of miftakes and ill confequences that muft

CHAP. X1V
‘—'"V'-"’ be expeted to grow out of it.

Such are the general features of democratical government :
27 butthis is a fubject of too much importam.e to be difmiffed with-
-out the fulleft examination of every thing; that may enable us
to decide upon its merits. We will proceed to ‘confider the .
farther obje&s.ons that have been alledged agamﬂ: it

L

cHAP

[ 499 ]

CHAP XV,

OF POLITICAL IMP OSTURE,
[MPORTANCE OF THIS TOPIC.—EXAMPLE IN THE bocrm'n'_ﬂ
OF ETERNAL PUNISHMENT—ITS INUTILITY ARGUED —

EXAMPLE: THE RELIGIOUS SANCTION OF A LEGISLATI\'E
SYSTEM.-——THIS IDEA I8, 1. IN STRICT CONSTRUCTIOH
IMPRACTICABLE—— 2. INJ‘URIOUS.!"—" THIRD BXAMPLE :

PRINCIPLE OF POLITICAL ORDER.—VICE HAS NO ES§EN-
.TIAI.. ADVANTAGE OVER VIRTU.E.-—-IMPOSTURE UNNE-
'CESSARY TO THE CAUSE OF JUSTICE——NOT ADAPTED TO
‘ THE NATURE OF MAN o

AL L the arguments that have been employed to prove the
mfuﬂicxency of democracy grow out of this one root,

the. fuppofed neceflity of deception and Pl‘EJlldlCC for re[’cram-
ing the turbulence of human paffions. Wlthout the - affump-
tion of thls principle the argument could -not be fuftained for a
:moment.”. 'The dire¢t and decifive anfwer would be, * Are kings
and lords mtrmﬁcally wifer and better than their humbler

what is. founded -in "perlonal ment? Are’ not men, really and
38 2 ﬁn&ly

e ) .
A R L S L R SR AT SRS £ Tt f

FROM HISTORY—FROM THE NATURE OF MIND.——SECOND' :

: ,ne:ghbours? Can there be any {olid ground of diftin&tion except -

BOOKV,
CHAP. XV, -
[
Importance
of lhls toplc.
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Example in
" the decirine
of cternal

punifhment

- its inutility
argued from
hiftory :

. neceflary, to keep mankind in awe.

L4

OF POLITICAL IMPOSTURE.

ftrictly confidered, equal, except fo far as what is perfonal and
inalicnable makes them to differ #” To thefe queftions there can
be but one reply,* Such is the order of reafon and abfolute
truth, but artificial diftinctions are neceflary for the happinefs of
mankind, W ithout deception and prejudice the turbulence of

human paffions cannot be refirained.”” Let us then examine the

~merits of this theory ; and thefe will- beft. be' illuftrated. by an,

inflance.

It has been held by fome divines and fome politicians, that the

_doétnne wlnch teaches that men will be eternally tormented in

_ anot11e1 world for their errors and mifcondu& in thls, is *in its

own nature unreafonable and abfurd, but that it is neverthelefs
"Do we not fee,

% that notwithftanding this terrible denunciation the world is

overrun with ‘vice ? What then would be the cafe, if the irregu-

Iar paffions of mankind were fet free from their prefent reftraint,

and they had not the fear of this retribution before their eyes

" This argument feems to be founded in a fingular inattention
to the diates of hiftory and experience, as well as to thofe of
reafon. “Theé ancient Greeks and -Romans had nothing of this

dreadful apparatus of fire and brimftone, and a torment © the

" fmoke of whlch afcends for ever and ever.. Their rehglon was

lefs perfonal than political.- They confided i in the Gods as pro-
:eﬁors of the flate, and this mfp:red thém with invincible cou~

L

Tage.

fay they,'
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OF POLIT.ICAL'.IMPOSTURE.

_rage. Inperiods of public calamlty they found a ready confola-

tion m expiatory facrifices to appeafe the anger of the Gods.

so1

BOOK V.
CHAP. XV.

— .

" The attcation  of thefe beings was conceived to be pnnc:pally '

directed to the ceremonlal of religion, and very little to the moral
etcellencws and defecs of their votaries, which were fuppofed to
" be fuﬂimently provlded for by the inevitable tendeney of moral
- excellence or defe@ to increafe or diminith individial happmef'a.
_If their fyﬁems incladeéd the doGrine of a future exlﬁence, little
attentton was paid by them to the conneding the moral deferts of
‘sndividuals in’this life with their comparative fituation in ‘an-
_other.” ‘The fame defet ran through the fyftems of the Per-
. fians, the Egyptians, the Celts, the Phemmans, the Jews, and in-
deed every fyftem which has not been in-fome manner or other
“the oﬁ’sprmg of the Chriftian. - I we were to form our “judg-~
.ment of thefe nations by the above argument, we fhould expe&t
to find every individual: among them cuttmg “his nelghbour’s
throat, and . hackneyed in .the commxﬂion of every enormity
" without meafure and without remorfe. - > But they were: in Tea-
Jity as: fufcepnble of the regulanons of government and the order
.of fociety, as thofe whofe 1magmat10ns have been ‘moft artfully
-terrified by the threats of futute retribution, and fome of ‘them
', were much more generous, determined and attached to the public

wealot o
. Nothing can be more contrary to a juft obfervation: of the
nature of the human mind, than to fuppofe that thefe fpeculative
tencts

from thc na-
ture of mind,
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tenets have much influence in making mankind more virtuous.
than they would otherwife be found. Hﬁman beings are placed
in the midft of a fyﬁem of things, all the parts of which are

firi@ly conne&ed with each other, and exhibit'a fympathy and

unifon by means of which the whole is rendered intelligible and

-as it were palpable to the mind. The refpet I fhall obtain and

‘the happinefs I fhall enjoy for the remainder of my life are to-
pics of which my mind has a complete comprehenfion.: I un-

_ derftand the value of plenty, liberty and truth to myfélf and my

fellow men, I perceive that thefe things and a certain conduck
intending them are conneéted, in the vifible fyﬂ:eni of the world,
and not by the fupernatural mterpoﬁtlon of an- 1nv1ﬁble dire@or.

But all that can be told me of a- future world, a .world of fpmts

~or of glorified bodies, where the employments are fpmtual and

the firft caufe is to be rendered a fubje& of immediate perception,
or of a fcene of retribution, where the "mixid : doomed to everlaft-

' mg maéhvxty, fhall ‘bé wholly' a prey -to ‘the upbraldlngs of re-
-morfe and the farcafms of devils; is" f'o forelgn to the fyftem of )

things with which I am acquamtcd that i my mmd in’ vain ' en-

-deavours to believe or to -unde;ﬁand it . If do&_rmes like -thefe
-occupy the habitual refle@ions of any, it is not of the lawlefs, the’
_molent and ungovemable, but of -the fober and- confcxentlous,‘

perfuading them paflively to fubmlt to’ defponfm and m_]uﬁuce,
that they may receive the recompenfe of theu‘ patience hereafter.

“This objetion is _equally applicable to every fpecies of :decep-

tion, - Fables may amufs the imagination ; but can -n_évér ‘ftand

S im0
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-may draw thhout compulﬁon, and perfuade thhoot. .con~

* . and proper condmon of man. It was howcver bya very ﬂ:ght miftake that he- .
- msﬂ'ed the oppoﬁte opinion whxch it is the bufinefs of the prefent vo!ume o efta~

- T T T e T TR P
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. in the place of reafon and Judgment as the pnncnples of human g}?ng“’;

eondu& —Let us proceed to a fecond inftance. ——

Tt is aﬁirmed by Rouffeau in lus treatife of the Social Contract, Second ex~

ample : the
¢ that no legiflator could ever éftablifh a grand political (yftem reigious
without havmg recourfe to rehgzous impofture. 'To render a !-;g[{g;t:vc

people who are yet ‘to receive the lmpreﬁions of pohtlcal wifdom
fufceptible of the evidence of that Wlfdom, would be to convert -
the effe& of civilifation intothe caufe. - The legiflator ought not
to employ foree and cannot employ reafoning; “he is therefore
obhged to have rccourfe to authonty of a different fort which

néhon*” o L
‘Th_efe

e Pam‘ _qu"un pmpk na _ﬂimt pﬂt go:der le.r ﬁumr max:mr.r de la _palmgm fs’ .
ﬁu-vre Tes ﬂgk.l‘ ﬁndammtak.r de la raxjin de l'etat, il j&udrmt gue Peffer pft dwmrr g
la cauf?, gm Pejprit ﬁmal, gm d’ott ea‘re l’otmrage de I’ug/hraman, pr_ff dit ¥ Pin _ﬂ:m-.' '
tion meme, &’ gque les bamme.r ﬁﬂi’nt avar:t le: lois e qu':l.r doivent dewmrpm dk.r :
Ainfi donc le Fegi _ﬂafmr ne poryvant tmplajer #i I ﬁarce ni le rai ﬁnmmmt * Peft une
m: ﬁu gu’:I recoure & une autar.:te d’rm autre ordre, qui puiffe entrainer ﬁmf ow!mfe,
pn:{imd’erﬁ:m mnvam:r:.’? Du Contrar Smal, Liv, IL. (.‘bap V. II

'Havmg frcquently quoted Rouﬁ'eau in the courfe of this work; it may be al‘.
iowable to fay one word of his general merits as a moral and polmcal wmer. He '
has been Iub_;e&ed to perpetual ndlcule for the extravagance of the propoﬁt:on;
wnth whmh he began his hterary career that the favage ftate was the genuine

s T . blith..
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"T'hefe are the dreams of a fertile conception, bufy in the erec-

tion of imaginary fyftems.” To a rational mind that project

would feem to promife little fubftantial benefit, which fet out

from fo erroncous a principle. - To terrify men-into the recep-

tion of a fyftem the reafonablenefs of which tl}ey._were unable to:
perceive, is furely a very indiret method of rendering. them

fober, judicious, fearlefs and happy:.

¥ Ty

In reality no grand political fyftem ever was introduced ixi‘the,.

bllfh It is fuﬂicxently obfervable that, where he defcnbes the enthuf a{hc influx :
of truth that firlt made him'a moral and political writer (in his fecond letter to’

Maletherbes), he does not fo much as mention h)s 'fundamental error; but only .
the juft principles which led him intoit. He was the firft to teach tha_lt the im- -

perfections of government were the only permanent fource of the vices of

mankind 3 and this principle was adopted from him by Helvetius and others.’

But he faw farther than thls, that gov: emment, hcm rever reformed, was llttle ca-

pable of aﬂ'ordmg fohd benefit to maand, wl'uch they dld not Tl'us prmcnple__ :

" has fince (probably \uthout ',my aﬂ'lﬂ:ance from the wmmgs of Rouﬁéau) been .
- exprefled with great perl'pmuxty and energy, but not developed by Mr. Thomas }

. I’ame in the ﬁrﬁ page of lus Common Senfc. .

Rouﬂ'eau, nom 1thﬁandmg his great gemus, was full of weaknefs and preju-:'

dice. His Emile is upon the whole’ to be regarded as the prmc:pal refenroxr of .

philofophical truth as yet exn&mg m the world, but with a perpetual mixture of

abfurﬂaty and m:ﬂ.aLe In lus wrmngs etprefs!y pohtlca] Du Caufmt Smal and :
Corgf dn aitions ﬁ:r Ia Paffgne, the unrivalled fupenonty of hns gemus appe‘trs to .

defert lum. To hls Jmerits as a reafoner we fhould not forget to add that the*_ '

term eloquence is pcrhaps more preclfely defcnptne of his mode of compoﬁt:on, _

than of that of any ather writer that ever exifted.

6
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OF POLITICAL 'IMPOSTURE.
manner Roufleau defcribes. Lycurgus, as he obferves, obtained

the fan&ion of the oracle at Delphl to the conftitution he had

eftablithed.
the Spartans to renounce the ufe of money, to confent to an

But was it by an appeal to Apollo that he perfuaded

equal divifion of land, and to adopt various other regulations the
moft contrary to their preconceived prejudices? No; it was by
an appeal to their underﬂandmgs, in the midft of long debate and
perpetual counteraction, and through the mﬂembﬂtty of his cou-
rage and refolution, that he at laft attained his purpofe. Lycur-
gus thought proper, after the whole was concluded, to obtain the
fanction of the oracle, conceiving that it became him to neglect

no method of fubﬁannatmg the benefit he had conferred on his

countrymen. It is indeed hardly poﬂible to perfuade a fociety
of men to adopt any fyﬁem without convincing them that it is
their mfdom toadopt it. It is dzﬂ"lcult to conceive of a foc1ety

.of fuch mlferable dupes as to ICCClVC a code, without any imagi-

nation that it is reafonable or wxfe or juﬁ but upon this fingle re-
commendation that it is delivered to them from, the Gods. The
only reafonable, and lnﬁmtely the moft eﬁicacwus method of
changing the inftitutions of any people, is by creating in them a
general opinion of their erroneoufnefs and infufficiency,

But, if it be indeed impra&icable to perfuade men into the
adoption of any fyftem, without employing as our prin-ﬁp'a.l ar-
gument the intrinfic reQtitude of that fyftem, what is the argu-

ment which he would defire to ufe, who had moft at heart the
3T . welfare
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| BOOK V. iyclfaté and ifapfovement of the perfoiis conceiried? Would he f}'-;-‘ﬁ":;l'_ C‘;‘“‘}s ﬂ‘“‘;ldﬂfe“" ﬂ‘:r °°3““Y’ ’:’t “"dl‘l @ figid ayexr
e begin by teaching them to réafon well, or to reafon ill 2 by un= fubmiffion that ferupuloufly weighs its dufies, but with an en- 7

nerving their mind Wwith prejudice; or new firinging it with
truth ? How many arts, and héw noxious to thofe towards whoin
e émploy them, aré necélfaty, if we would fuccefsfully de:
ceive? We inuft.not O'nlj'r lea've théif fézifon in indoléﬁce at firft;

thufiafm that places its honour in its loyalty, For this reafon
our’governors and fuperiors muft not be fpoken of with levity.
They muit be confidered, independently of their individual cha-

racter, as deriving a facrednefs from their office. They muft be

accompanied with fplendour and veneration, Advantage muft
be taken of the imperfection of mankind. - We ought to gain

If iien be for the } ri' it képt right by prejudie ht ill be
men be prefent opt Mg 7Y MY ce, what Wifl bex over their judgments through the medium. of- then' fenfes, and

come of them hereafter, if by any fiituré penetration or any ac=

cidental dll'covery this prejudlce thall be annihilatéd ? Détetioii

is not always the frait of fyfematical impioveient, but iay be

‘eﬁ'e&e‘d'by fome folitéi"y exéition of t-he'facnlt'y' of foimé himis

o T IO A i o D ot S o

not Jeave the conclufions to be drawn, to the uncertam procefs of

immature reafon ¥,”

Thls is {hll the fame argument under another form. It takes V{}cc has 50

etlenhial ad-

for granted that reafon is madequate to teach us our duty ; and vantage oer
vituc,

s | : ' " pous and irreliftible arguinent, while every thiing elf¢ femains ag.

o it was. If wé woild firft deceive, aid thén maintain dar decep~
of  confequence - recommends an equwocal engine, which may

tion unnnpzured we fhall rieéd pénal ﬁatutes, and hcenfers of the

with equal eafe be employed i in the ferwce of juftice and injufz

it . fs, and ki f fallhood and ifpofture.  Admi-
AN . prefs, and ifed miniftes of falthao an inpoftux dmi tice, but would furely appear fomewhat more in its place in the

- ' 10 f !
-k rable modes thefe for the propagation o wifdorh anid vnfun fervice of the latter. It is injuftice’ that ftands moft in need of

. ' {fuperfltition and myftery, and will moft frequently be a gainer by o
=) Third ex- There is another cafe fimilar to that ftated by Rouﬂ'eau, upon: ;
| _ ample: prin- the impofition, This hypotheﬁs proceeds upon an’ affumption, .

? : ]mplcluf po- which much firefs has been laid" by political writers, “ Obe-.

! . itical order.

which young men fometimes impute to their parents and pre-

dience,” fay they, © muft éither be courted or compelled. We: ceptors. It fays,  Mankind muft be kept in ignorance : if they

muft either make a Judlcmus ufe of the prejudices and the igno--

- : know vice, they will love it too well ; if they perceive the charms -
ik rance of mankind, or be contented to have no hold upon them: '
" # This ar ument is the great common place of Mr. Burke’s Rell & tl

# but their fears, and maintain focial order entu‘ely by the feverity e e gr on P rie’s Befletlions on T

4 2 Revolution in Francc, of feveral fucceflive produdtions of Mr. Necker,and of a .

of punithment. To dlfpenfe us from this pam.ful neceflity, au-
thonty ought carefully to be invefted with a fort of maglc per-

R

multitude of other works upon the fubje@ of government-

- o | ‘3T 2 - of

R

- . - fuafion,
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Impofture
unnccell:
to the caule
«f juftice.

OF POLITICAL IMPOSTURE

of error, they will never return to the ﬁmphcrty of truth » And
firange as it may appear, this barefaced and unplauﬁble argument
has been the foundation of a very popular and generally recelved
hypothefis. It has taught polmcrans to believe that a people
once funk into decreprtude, as it has been termed could never
afterwards be endt.ed with; punty and vngour ¥, '

Is it certain that there is no alternatwe between decelt and un-
relenting feverity 2 Does our duty contain no mherent recomrnen-

‘dations ?. If it be not our own intereft that we fhould be’ tempe-

rate and virtuous, whofe intereft is it ? Political inftitution, as has

abundantly appeared in the courfe of this work, and will ftill far-

ther appear as we g0 forward has been too frequently the parent

~ of temptations to error and vice of a ‘thoufand different denomi-

nations. It would be well, if legiflators, inftead of - contrmng

farther deceptlons ‘'and enchantments to rétain° us in" our duty, ‘

would remove the impoftures which at prefent corrupt our hearts
and engender at once artificial ‘wants ‘and real diftréfs, ‘Thére
would be lefs- need, under the fyﬁem of plam, unornamented
truth, than under theirs, that every vifto thould be terminated
with the gallows 1. ' VR Y

Why deceive me ? It is cither my wifdom to do the tbing'you

require of me, or it is not. 'The reafons for doing it are either fuf-

ficient or infufficient. - If fuﬂierent, why thould not they be the

* Book I, Chap, VIIL 1 Burke’s Reﬂe&;ons.
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machme to govern my. underftanding? Shall T moft improve

while T am’ governed by falfe reafons, by impofture ‘and artifice,

509
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W

which, were I a little wifer, I fhould know weré of no value in

whatevet’ caufe:they may be employed ; or, while my under-
ftanding giows every day-founder and 'fironger by perpetual
communication with truth ? 1f the reafons for what you demand
of me be infufficient, why fhould I comply? It is firongly to be

.fufpe&ed ‘that that regulanon, which dares not rePc upon its own
. yeafonablenefs, conduces to the benefit of a few at the expence of

the many. - Impofture was furely invented by him, who theught

more of fecuring ‘dignity to himfelf, than of prevailing on man-

kind to eonferit' to - their own welfare, . That which you requirc

“of me is foe, no farther than it is reafonable. Why endeavour

to perfuade me that it is more wﬂ'e, mote effential than it really

| s, 01 ‘that it is wife for any other reafon” than the true ? Why

dwrde men into two clafles, one of Whlch is to think and reafon
for the whole, and the other to take the conclufions of their fupe-
siors on truft? This diftin&tion is not founded in the nature of
things ; there is no fuch inherent difference betweén man and:
‘man as it thinks proper to fuppofe. “The reafons that fhould
convince us that virtue is better than vice are neither complicated
nor abftrufe; and the lefs they be tampered with by the injudi-
cious interference of pohtlcal inftitution, the more will they come
home to the underftanding and approve themfelves to the judg-

ment of every man,

ts : " Nor
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§10 OF POLITICAL IMPOSTURE, B N 0 ) :
. BOOKV.  Nor is the diftin@tion lefs injurious, than- it is unfounded. : : _3 : 3
——— The two clafles which it creates, muft be more and lefs than iy B L G
Not adapted o . %
tothenature man, It is too much to expe® of the former, while we confign | _.CHAP, XVL

to them an unnatural monopoly, that they fhould rigidly confult . ' -

for the zood of the whole. It is an iniquitous requifition upon N T - s

| . PUitons TeqeEE R P = " 'OF THE 'CAUSES OF WAR. "~ - :

the latter, that they fhould never employ their underftandings, ¥ R S o . S i

never penetrate into the effences of thmgs, byt always reft in 2 CLo R , | L F

dece:tful appearance, Itis 1n1qu1r9us, that we {hould feek to OFFENSIVE WAR CONTRARY TO THE NA'IfUR_E OF DEMO- }

withhold from them the principles of ﬁmple truth, and exert our- CRACY,~DEFENSIVE WAR EXCEEDINGLY RARE.—ERRO- 3

felves to keep alive their fond and infantine ) mlﬁakes. The time _ NEOUSNESS OF THE IDEAS COMMONLY ANNEXED TO THE | ‘

muft probably come when the deceit fhall vanith ; and then the -PHRASE’ ouR COUNTRY'—NATURE OF WAR' DELINE-

) impoftures of monarchy and ariftocracy wvill no longer be able to ATEI""_'_IFSUFF ICIENT 'CAUSES OF WAR—TIHE AC Q!-‘I R-
maintain their. ground The .change will atthat time be moft [ING.A HEALTHI"UL AND VIGOROUS 'TONE'TO THE PUB- . [

aufpicious, if we honeftly inculcate the truth now, fecure that Lic. L‘II'N_D)_‘THE PUTTING A TERMIN‘\TION UPON PRI~ | I

mex’s minds will grow firong enough to endure the praéhce, in VATE INSULTS——THE MENACI-:S OR PREPARATIONS OF _ 5

: proportion as their underftanding of the theo;y exgites them to OUR NEIGHBOURS—THE DANGEROUS CONSEQL’ENCES OF T

_ ) S CONCESSION.—-TWO LEGITIMATE C.AUSBS oF W’AR. . ;

demand it : N . | i
n XCLUSIVELY-"O'E -thofe '-ob'_]eéhons which - have been BOOKV. 5 -

'% L Cde T . . -. e , " CHAP. XVIL, - ‘

‘ urged againft the democratical fyftem as it relates o the “—v— '

intérnal ‘management ‘of affairs, there are:others upon which :

" confiderable firefs has béen laid in relation. to the tranfadion of

a ftate with foreign. poters, to war and peace,. to treatics of

alliance and commerce: - ' ‘ ' +

“Thévé is indegd an eminent differerice, with refpe@ to-thefe Offenfive war

C H A P v 0T 3 .t . ) i contrary to
. betweén the democratical fyftem and. all others. It is perhaps thenature of

' democracy.

3 i.
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Tuch only in pame. If expedients can be devifed for maintain- BOOK V. <
AP. XVI. =\

ingthis fpecies of govermnent in its purity, or. 1F there be any S

Stz

BN

BOOK V. impoffible to fhew that a ﬁngle war ever did or could have taken
\——v—""place in the hiftory of mankind, that did not in fome way ori-
ginate with thofe two great political monopolies, monarchy and
ariftotracy. This might have formed an additional article in the
catalogue of evils to which they have given birth, little inferior

to any of thofe we have enumerated. But nothing could be

thing in the natme of - wifdom and mtcllc&ua[ unprovemcnt

o A b

which has a tendency daily to make truth prévail more over fal-
: '.hood the pnnclplc of offenfive war wﬂl be extirpated.. But this

prmcnple enters into the very eﬂcnce of monarchy and arifto-

more fuperfluous than to feck to overcharge a fubje& the evi- | ,‘cr“CY
. dence of which is irrefiftible, | - -
.' _ | . - Meanwlule, though the principle of offenfive War be in- Defenfivewar . "-: :
What coulci be the fource of mifunderftan dirt g betwe en-ﬁ'at s, compatlble with the gemus of democracy, adcmocrattcal ftate may :—:::«:c.edingly ' ' , B

be placed in"the nelghbourhood of fates whole government is
lefs equal, and therefore it will be proper to enquire into the
;fuppofed dlfadvantagcs Whlch the dcmocr'ttlcal ftate may | fuftain
in the contc{t The only fpecles of" tvar in wluch it-can con-
'ﬁ{tently be engaged vull be that, ‘the obJeé’t of which is to repel |
_Wanton invafion. Such mvaﬁons wﬂl be little fikely frequcntiy :
10 0 occur. For what purpofe ihould ‘a corrupt {tate attacL a
_country, whxch h'ts DO feature in’ common With 1tfclf upon

where 1o man or body of men found encouragement to the
- accumulation of privileges to himfelf at the escpence of the reft?
A people among whom cquahty reigned, would poffefs every
thing they wanted, where they poffefled the means of fubfiftence.
Why fhould they purfue additional wealth or territory ! Thefe
would lofe thelr value the moment they became the property of
atl. No man can cultivate more than a certain’ portion of land.
Money is reprefentative, and not real wealth, ‘If every man in
the fociety pofleffed a double portion of money, bread and every
other commodity ‘would fell at double- their prcfent price, and
the relative fituation of each individual would be juft what it had’
been before, War and conqueft cannot be beneficial to the
community. 'Their tendency is to elevate a few at the expence .
of the reft, and confequcntly they will never be undertaken but
where the many are ‘the inftruments of the few. - But this can-

not happen in a democracy, tll the democracy {hall become
) fuch

e——, m—

v m e

T A L ST

which to bmld a mlfunderﬂandmg, and whlch prefents in the  very

nature of 1ts government a pledge of lts own moﬁ'enﬁvenefs and

et %

_neutrahty? Add to whlch it will prefently appear that tlus ftate
‘which ylelds the feweﬂ: 1nc1te-nents to plovoke an '1ttack w1ll’ ' .‘
_prove a vcry 1mpra&1cable adverfaly to thofe by whom an attack - .
ﬂlall be commenced .

1!

One of the moft eﬂ'entml principles of pohtm'll juftice is diame- Emroncont. -
nefs of the

3U | . tncal]y
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—

jdeas com-

- mon'y atnex-

ed to the

. phrafe, our

seuntry.

"OF THE GCAUSES OF WAR.

trically- the reverfe of that which impoftors and patriots have
too frequently. greed to recommend. . Their perpetual exhorta~
tion has been, ¢ Love your country. Sink the perfonal exiftence
of individuals in the exiftence of the commimity. - Make little
account of the particular men of whom the faciety confifts, but

aim at the general wealth, profperity and glory. Purify your

mind from the grofs ideas of fenfe, and elevate it to the fingle
contemplation of that abftra& individual of which particular men

are fo many detached members, valuable only for the place fhey
fill *,” '

The leffons of reafon on this head are precifely oppc;ﬁté.
« Society is an ideal exiftence, and not on its own “account

- entitled to the fmalleft regard, The wealth, profperity and

glory of the whole are unmtelllgxble chimeras. Set no value on

" any thing, but in proportion as you are convmced of its tendency

to make individual men happy and virtuous Benefit by every
praéhcable mode man wherever hé exifts ; but be not deceived
by the fpecmus idea of affording fervices to a body of men, for
which no individual man is the better. Socnety was inftituted,

not for the fake of glory, not to furnith fplendid materials for -

the page of hxﬁory, but for the benefit of its members. The
love of our country, if we would fpeak accurately, is another of

thofe fpecious illufions, which have been invented by impoftors

# Du Contrat Scialy &', e, &
- - . In

e R e e R VT L s et e S e e T

interpretation of the phrafe.
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OF THE CAUSES OF WAR

in order to render the multitude the blind inftruments of their

crooked defigns.”

BOOK Y.
CHAP. XVI.

L__v__:J

. Meanwhile let us beware of pafling from .one injurious

extreme to another, Much of what has been ufually underftood

by the love of our country is highly excellent and valuable,

.though' perhaps nothing that can be brought within the frict

A wife man will not fail to be the
votary of liberty and equality. 'He will be ready to exert him-

of indifference to him, ‘when his own liberty and that of other

" men with whofe excellence and capabilities he has the beft

opportunity of being acquainted, are involved in the event of
the ftruggle to be made. But his atfachment will be to the
caufe, and not to the country. Wherever there are men who

.underftand the value of political juftice and are prepared to affert
it, that.is his country. Wherever he can moﬁ contribute to the

diffufion of thefe principles and the real happinefs of mankind,

.that is his country, Nor does he defire for any country any

other benefit than _]uihce.

'T'o apply thefe principleé to the fubje& of war. And, before

.that application can.be adequately made, it is neceflary to

LY

recolle@ for a moment the force of the term,

Becaufe individuals were liable to error, and fuffered their ap-
' 3U2 - prehenfions

felf in their defence wherever they exift. . It cannot be'a matter .

Nature of
war deline-
ated,
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the extremity of exafperation” and rage." ‘But it has fince been

converted into a trade, - One part of the nation pays another
part to murder and be murdered in their ftead j:and’ the: moﬁ
trivial caufes, a fuppofed mﬁ.lt or a fally of- youthful ambltlon,

hwe fufficed to deluge provmces with, blood e

'
PR

We' c1n have no adequate ided of this evil,’ unlefs - we vrﬁt at
leaft 1 m 1mag1nauon, a fieldof battle,. Here "} men del:berately
de{’croy cach other by thoufands’ W.IthOllt any refentment agalnﬂ:'
The plam is firewed “with..
Angulih and Wounds dlfplay the:

-Or. even’ knowledge of ‘each- other.
death in all its various fofms.
diverfified modes in which they can- torment the human frame. .
Towns are burned, ﬂnps are blown up in. the air-while : the«
‘mangled limbs defcend on’ every {ide, the: ﬁelds are laid: defolate,
the wives of the’ 1nhab1tants expofed to brutal mfult and therr
children driven forth to- hunger and* nakednefs._ Tt -.Would be

.F a -
SRt TN t i

defpicable to mentlon, along with; thefe feenes of* horror, an

PR ,cf

the total fubverfion: of  all 1deasof moral{]uﬂ;xce- they muft occa— -

A

ﬁon-;

- ple: would- be 'renderéd  more: cordial -and orderly, i we .could
ﬁnd a neighbour with whom :to -quarrel,:and who might ferve
as a- touchfione. to try the. charalers and drfpoﬁtrons of indi-
viduals : among - ourfelves- 1+ We are .. not - -at” hherty to’ have
recourfe to the moft- comphcated and atrocious .of - all mifchiefs,

in the way of an experiment. : it

F_ . v
T

. PR ¢ 0 - .
I fia cotrath G T ad ' P SR P,

WAL 3

the acquiring :
a healthful

and vigorous -’

tone ta the

public mind =:

L

;2 The reader will cafily. perceive that the . pretences by wh:ch the people of :

Fr:mce were m(hgated to a declaration of w 1r in April 1 792 wcre in the author’s

mind in this place. Nor will 2 few. lines. be nu{'pem in this note ix {latmg the :

]udgment of an 1mp1rt1a1 obferver upon the w antonnefs’ with whlch they have

¥
appeared ready upon” dxﬂ'erent occnﬁons to proceed to extrcnut;cs. If pohcy )

were inn queftion; it might be doubted, whether the confedency of ngs would -

ever have been btought into adtion againft them, had it not been for their pre- -

crprtntmn and it might be afked, what 1mpreﬂion they muft expect to be made :

. 3-

upon ¢t the mu;uls of other ﬁates by theu' mtemperate commiffion of hoi‘hhty? N

. 1fir:

Bat that ﬂ:n& ]u{hce, wluch prefcnbes to us, never by a lnﬁy mtcrference to .

determine the doub_tful bala;l_ee in _fav.ou: of murder, isa fuperior conﬁdentwn,

.3in _compm:il'on with which policy is unworthy fo much as to be named,

2
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| 516 -OF THE CAUSES OF WAR, OF THE CAUSES'OF WAR: sy .
3;0\?‘5;\}1 pichenfions of jufticeto be pen'erted bya bias in favour of them- fion in the auditors and fpeQators, the immenfe treafﬂl‘¢3 which - e XV,
1 “~—— felves, government was inftituted, Bécaufe nations “were fuf~ are wrung in’ the form of taxes from thofe_inllabiténfs-whofe P )
! cept:ble of a fimilar weaknefs, and could find no fufficient _refidence-is at a diftance-from the fcene, -
: umpire to whom to appeal war was mtroduced - Men were : ' ' ’ ',

induced deliberately to feek each other’ s lives, and to adjudge the Afterthis enumeration we ‘may - ‘venture o enqmre what are *
-controverfies between them, - not aceording to the dictates of the Juihﬁable caufes and rules of war I
' reafon and juftice, but as either thould prove moft “fuccefsful in : - S S ) _

- devaftation and murder. 'This Wwas no doubt in the firft inftance Tt-is not-a - juftifiable reafon,.* that we imagine ‘our own' peo- i:ﬂ;icﬁ?t .
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OF THE CAUSES OF WAR.

Tt is not a juftifiable reafon, “that we have been expofed to
certain infults, and that tyrants perhaps have delighted in treat-
ing with contempt the citizens of our happy ftate who have
vifited their dominions.” Government ought to protect the
tranquillity of thofe who refide within the fphere of its funcions ;
but, if individuals think proper to vifit other countries, they
muft then be delivered over to the prdte&ion of general reafon.:
Some proportion muft be obferved bétween the evil of which

" we complain, and the evil which the nature of the propofed

the ‘menaces
or prepara-

tions of our
neighbours :

the danger-
ous confe-

quences of
conceflion ;

remedy inevitably includes. -

It is not a juftifiable reaf(;n, “ that our neighbour is preparing

or menacing hoftilities.” If we be obliged to prepare in our |

turn, the inconvenience is only equal; and it is not to be
believed, that a defpotic country is capable of more exertion

than a free one, when the tafk incumbent on the latter is indif~

" penfible precaution,

It has fometimes been held to be found reafoning upon this
fubje@, “that we ought not to yield little things, which may
not in themfelves he fufficiently valuable to authorife this tremen-
dous appeal, becanfe a difpofition to yield only invites- farther

experiments®.” Far otherwife ; at leaft when the chara&er of

* This pretence is fuftained in Paley’s Moral and Political Philofophy, Book

Vi. Ch, X1L
fuch

OF THE CAUSES OF WAR,

fuch a nation is fufficiently underftood. = A people that will not .
contend for nominal and trivial obje&s, that maintains the
precife line of unalterable juftice, and that does not fail to be
moved at the moment that it ought to be moved, is not the

people that its neighbours will delight to urge to extremities.

« The vindication of national honour” is a very infufficient
reafon for - hoftilides, True honour -is to be' found - only in
integrity and juftice. It has been doubted how far 4 view to
reputation ought in matters of inferior. moment to be f:ermitted

-to influence the condu& of indiv—iduals; but, let the cafe of indi~

vidvals be decided as jt may, reputation, confidered as-a
feparate motive in the inftance of : nations, can never be jufti-
fiable, " In individuals it {feems as if: I might, confiftently with

the utmoft real integrity, be fq"mifcdﬁftrued and mifreprefenied’

by others, as to render my eﬁ'orts_gt_ﬁfqﬁ;]nefs “almoft always
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the vindica-
tion of na-
tional ho-
nour.

abortive, But this reafon ‘dd_es not apply to the ‘cafe of nations,

Their real flory cannot eafily be fupprefled. Ulefulnefs and.

public fpirit in relation to them chiefly belong to the tranfaltions

-of their members among themfelves ; and their influence in the

tranfations of neighbouring nations is a confideration evidently
fubordinate. 'The queftion which refpects the juftifiable caufes

of war, would be liable to few difficulties, if we were accuftomed,

~ along with the word, ftrongly to call up to our minds the thing

which that word is intended to reprefent,
4 - S Accurately
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5§20 . OF THE CAUSES OF WAR [ sax 1 .
”?AOPIES,'] Accurately c@ﬁdéi‘ed,,'there can probably be but ‘two - jufti
Tovo Togit -fiable caufes of war, and one of .them is among thofe which the e i
| amfa:“aff“f“ logic of fovereigns and the law of nauons, as it has been tefmed, - CH AR _ XVIL
i proferibe: thefe arc the defence of :our own- hberty and of the T e
‘ liberty of others, The well I\nown ob_;e&ton to- the’ latter of ' OFTHE OB-_I ECTOF W AR .
thefe cales, is, © that one nation ought not to interfere in the R ‘_ - ; S S .
internal tranfactions of. another ;7 and e cai only. wondér’ that . THE RE:PEL_I;I.NG AN I‘NY.ADBR.'-.—IﬁmT ;_ RﬁFQRh_iATIbﬁ —.
o abfurd an. objection’ fhould: have becen’ admltted fo . long. .NOT RESTR'AINT — NoT mD'EMNII:mA'I"mi\*.--No'r'HI'NG
The true principle, - under favour: of .which’ this Talfe ‘one" has -  CAN BE A SUFFICIENT OBJECT OF, WAR THAT IS NOT A ° o o }3
1 : -'been'p'efmitted-to‘ pafs current,is, ¢ that no peof)le and 1o indi- - SUFFICIENT CAUSE FOR BEGINNING IT-—REFLECTIONS ) o .
) . -vidual are fit for the poﬂ,'eﬂion of any. xmmumty, ill-they under- . ON THE BALANCE or POWER._ ' : :
, ftand the nature of “that nnmumty, and defire’ to poﬂ'ele SRS (O < < T LA B SO A - _ i::] :
nl . : . - may therefore be an- unjuihﬁable undértaking’ to force a naticn ET l-l.s. ’pafs frorn the caufes to the OBJC&S Of War. As c]?i?\g.l?n"';i., . :
; R . to -be_free. But, when: the: people themfelves deﬁre it, it is - defence is the only legltzmate ‘eaulfe', the ob_]e& purfued, 'Im;; g
— virtue and duty to alift’ them in-the: acqmﬁtlon. Thls prmcxplc | reafonmg from thls pnnmp le, Wﬂl be cucumi'cnbed Wlthln very - “.wader' l;
: ‘ . is capable’ of being abufed by inexr of ambitlon and mtngue but, . lnarrow lumts. It can extend no farther than the rep ellmg the *
: - ' . -accurately conﬁdered the very fameé argument that fhould induce enemy . from our borders. s perhaps deﬁrable that _m fddh
A S _ ‘e to- exéit? myfelt “for the libésties” of. my own country, i thl]. to thls, he [hould aﬂ'ord fome proof that he does not propofe
"equally cogent, fo far a8 my opporrumtles anid ablhty extend, _ lr_nmedxately to renew .hls mvaﬁon but tlns, though deﬁrable, :
_with refpect- fo the- liberties of: any: other .country.”: But: the a&'ords no fuﬁi‘“em aPQlOEY for the ee“n'tmuance of. hoﬁihtles.
. mor ahty that ought to govern the eondu& of mdmduals aud of Declaratlons of war and treatles of _peace are mventxons of a
. nattons isin all cafes the fame. B barbarous age, and would never have grown mto eﬁabh{hed . ) i
RIS RS o : nfages, if war had cuﬁomanly gone no farther than_ to the hrmts ' t?
, , i 5 ; ip e ofdefence. [ RETA L PR ;!fi
b . - o . - i
: . ' ) c HA P. It wﬂl heleafter appear th'lt what has been termed the crun_;- ﬁi:: reforms- . é
j_ | . _ 3 X _ ) , “nal : _ éj :
: ,
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DOOK V. nal juftice of nations within themfelves, has only two legitimate - having no common umpire,  the revertmg, in the concluﬁon of 33211(“‘::[.

“—— objelts, reftraint and reformatlon. Nelther of thefe objeéls .~ gvery war, to the juftice of the original quarrel and the mdemm— —
_ applies to the cafe of wa1 between mdependent {tates ; and there- _ﬁ_c_a_tton to whlch the parttes were entttled would be 2 means of
.'i , fore ideas of crttnttlal juftice are altaogettlertferelgn to }thls fubject. rendermg the controverfy endleﬁe The que{’uon refpe&mg the ‘!io;hli:% cf-::t
War, as we have already _feén, perhaps never originates on the B Juﬁlﬁable obje&s of war would ‘be lla,ble to few dtﬂiculttes, lf objefd of war
oﬂ'ertd.in_g fide in the fentiments of a nation, but ofa cornparetively we laid it down as a maxim, that, as often as the pnncxple or i‘;{lﬁ{:“;z: be
finail number of individuals : ‘and; if it wefe otherwife;: it is not -obje&k of a war already in ex:ftence was changed, this was to be ginaing it.
in a reciprocation of Hoftilities thiat good fenfé Would teach i to conﬁdered s equivalent to the eoml_lg.encemeut of -a new war. o
. . " look for the rheans of i"efoi:ni: : Tttt i Tlns maxxm 1mparually apphed Would not - fail to condemn

ORI ob_je&s of preventton, mdemmﬁea.tton and reﬁramt. ,

sotrefimint:  Reftraint appears to be fometlfiiés rie¢effity with felpé@t to the - T

oﬁ'enders that exift 1 in the mld{t of a eommunnty, becaufe it is- the The celebrated topie Of‘ the ba]ance Qf POWer, ts a mtxed con- RefleGions
property of fuch offendérs to aﬂ'ault us Wlth unexpe&ed vxelence; ' ﬁderatton, havmé; fometunes been propofed as the caufe for i’;i,éi'i,}“

but rlattons cannot T move w1th fueh fecrecy as to make an- | beginning a war, and meettmes as an ob_]eét to be pun"ued ina power
unforefeen attack an Ob.le& °f conﬁderable apprehen:ﬁon.‘ The ; war atready begun. A war, undertaken to malntam the balance E .
OHIY eff'e&ual means of. re{tramt in this lai’c cafe is bY d;fabhng,, of power, may be elther of defencc, as, to protedt a people who - o

Jmpoven{hmg and depopulatmg the country of o our adverfanes 3 are oppreﬂ'ed or of preventton to counteraﬂ: new aeqmﬁttons, .

- e

ahd if we recolle&ed that they were Ten as well as ourfelves, o to. reduce the magnttude of old poﬂ'eﬁ‘ons. We fhall be i in

4nd the great ma{‘s Of fhem 111110(3(‘3nt of the quarrel agamﬂ: “ss : - Jittle danger of error however, 1f we pronounce wars undertaken
we ﬂ,“)“ld be little hke}y fo conﬁder thefe expedxents "‘"th . fo _maintain the ‘balance of _power to. be umverfally unjuﬁ If
éo’ﬁPk‘cemY- . _ . , . - ' any people be oppreﬁ'ed it is our duty, as we, h-we already fald, _ 3
: . . , - A | - .as far as our abthty extends, to fly to their fuceour. But it ¥ L ) ,’
2‘:;&';‘;%’“““' Indemmﬁcattonis wnother °bJe& of war which , t_h-‘_"‘_T‘am—é - ' would b.e well 1f in. fueh cafes we ca]led our mterference by the . ;5 : _ | - E!
mode of reafoning will not fail to condemn. The trire culprits ‘name, wluch _’uﬁlce prefcnbes, and fonght agamﬂ' the m_]uﬂ:tce ‘ :
_can -never be difcovered, and the attempt would only ferve to | and not the poer. All hofhltttes agam{’t a nelghbounng peop]e, ! - . :g
confeund the mnocent andl the gmlty ‘not to méntion that, nations . _ becaufe they are powerful or becaufe we 1mpute to them evil ,
A 6 ’ : : ) © having . B SRR . | q X 2 ) ' N ' deﬁgns :
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OF THE OBJECT OF WAR.

deﬁgns which they have not yet begun to carry in execunon,

v~ are an cnormous vlolauon of every prmmple of morahty B

one nation chufe t6 be govemed by the foverelgn or an indi-
vidual allied to the fovereign of another, as feems to have been
the cafe of the people of Spain upon the extinction of the elder
branch of the houfe of Au{tna, we may endeavour to enhghten

them on the fubje& of government and mlbue them w1th pnnclples

"of hberty, ‘but it is an execrable plece of tyranny to tefl - them,
« You fhall exchange the defpot you: love for the defpot you -

hate, on account of’ certain remote confequences we apprehend

from the acce{ﬁon of the former.
of power has i 1n a multitude of- mﬁances ferved as a ve1f to the
intrigue of courts, but it would be eafy to fhow that the prefent

mdependence of the different ﬁates of l'.'.urope has in no inftance

“been materially. fupported by the wars undertaken for -that’ pur-
.pofe. "The fafmnatton of a peoPIe deﬁnng to become the appen-
' dage ofa fp]eddld defpotxfm can rarery oceur, and mlght perhaps

aﬁly be countera&ed by peaceable means and the diffemination
of a few of the moft’ obvrous truths. " The defence of a peopfe
ﬂrugghng with oppreflion muﬁ always be Jllﬂ: ‘with' ‘this ﬁngI'e
hmltatlon, that the entering into it without urgent need on their
part would unneceﬂ'an!y fpread the ca]ammes of war, "and
dlmmlfh thofe energies, the exertmn of which would contnbute
"to their virtue and happmeﬁ‘. Add to thls, that the obje& itfelf,
_the 1ndependcnce of the dtﬁ'erent ftates of Europe, is of an ‘equi-

vocal nature.t The defpot:fm, whlch at prefent prevails among

13 - - "‘ thﬂm
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OF THE OBJECT OF WAR.

tnem, is certainly not fo excellent as to make us very anxious
for its' prefervation. .The prefs is an engine of fo admirable a
nature for the deftru@ion of defpotifm, as-to elude the fagactty
perhaps of the moft v1g11ant pohce and . the mternal checks
upon fréedom in a mighty“ empire “and diftant provmces, can

fcarcely be expeéted to be equally active with thofe of a petty

' tyrant. The reafomng will furely be good w1t11 refpect to war,
‘which' has already been employed upon the fub_]e& of govern-
‘ment th1t an mftrument ev1l in 1ts own nature,’ ought never
“to be Tele€ted as the means of - promotmg our pnrpofe, in any “cafe

in which felection can be pradifed.
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BOOK V.

CHAP. XVIIL
——

Offeniive
operations.

CHAP XVIL
OF -TH.E CONDUCT OF WAR.

OFI—'ENSIVE OPERATIONS. —_ FORTIFICATIONS.'——GENBRAL
ACTION.—-STRATAGEM.-—MILITARY (.‘,ONTRIBUTIONS-

A.CAI'TURE OF MERCANTILE VESSELS.—NAVAL WAR-—-HU- .

MANITY. — MILITARY OBEDIBNCE. j-"FOREIGN POSSES"

SIONS' . B e . . - L e P
NOTHER topic refpe@ing war, which it is of importance
to confider in this place, relates to the mode of condu&ing

- it. Upon this article our judgments will be greatly facilitated by

a recollection of the principles already eftablifhed, ﬁfﬁ that no
war 1s _;ufhﬁable but a war purely defenfive ; and fecondly, that a
war already begun i is liable to change its charatter in tlns refpe&

the moment the obJe_&. purfued in it becomes in any degree va-

tied. From thefe principles it follows as a dire@ corollary, that

. it is never allowable to make an expedition into the provinces of

the enemy, unlefs for the purpofe of _aﬂiﬁing its opprefled inha-
bitants, It s fcarcely neeeﬂ'ery to add that all falfe cafuiftry re-
{petting the application of this exception would be particularly
odious; and that it is better undifguifedly to avow the corrupt

principles of policy by which we conduct ourfelves, than hypo-

critically to claim the praife of better principles, which we fail not

to
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OF THE CONDUCT OF WAR: §29
fo wieft to the juﬂlﬁcatmn of whatever we defire, - The cafe of 0K -
fehcvlng thé inhabitaris of oir enemy’s territory and their defire “~———
of obtalmng relief ought to be extremely unequivocal ; we fhall
be in great danger of MI&pprehenﬁon on the fub_]e& when the
quefhon comies undef the forin of inimediaté benefit to ourfelves ;

and above alI we it recolienft ‘that human blood. is-not to be

‘ {hed ﬂpon i prec:inous e‘cpenment.

-

The httle advantages of War that mtght be gained by offenfive
operatlons mll be abundantly compenfated by ‘the chara@er of
magnammous forbearance that a rigid adherence to ‘defence wilt
éi:hibtt afid the effedts that Charaler Will produce upon foreign
hattons and upon our ‘own pEople. _ Great uuammlty at home
can fcarcely fall to bé the effect of fevere political juftice. “The

enemy 'who penetrates ibto ouf country, wberever he meets a

_ man, will meet a foe. Every ob{t" e 'w:ll oppofe 1tfe]f to’ hls
_progrefs, While ¢ every thing Wil be fnendly and aﬁiﬂlng to ‘our

own forces. Hewill fcarcely be able to procure the flighteft in-
telligence, or underftand in. any cafe his relative ﬁtuatxon. The
prmcnples of defenﬁve war are fo ﬁmple a to procure an almof’c
mfalhble fuccefs. I'ortxﬁcauons are. avery eqmvocal fpecms of Fortifica.
PIOtC&lOI] and Wlll oftener be of advantage to the enemy, by tons
bemg firft taken, and then converted into mag'mnes for his ar-

miés,” A movmg force on the contmry, ifi 1t only hovered about

- his march and avoxded general a&lon, would aiwa)'s ‘preferve the -General

aftion,

Teal fupenonty “The gréat englne of military fuccefs or mif-

carr lf.l"'e
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DAOK N carriage, is the article of provifions ;. and the farther the enemy _ .ot lefs deceit, whether the falthood be formed into words r be 'BOOK V.
— et advanced into our country, the more eafy would it be to cut off his ; -conveyed through the medium of.fititious appearanccs. -We Eﬁifg
[upply ; at the fame time that, {o long as we avmded genefal ac- .fhould no more allow ourfelves to mnﬂead the cnemy by falfe
tion, any decifive fucccfs on his part 3 would be impoffible. Thefe - -intelligence or treacherous ambufea de; than by thé breach of our
principles, if rigidly pra&lfed would foon be fo Well underﬁood : -declarations, or feigned demonftrations of friendfhip. ‘There is
that the cntenng in a hoftile manner the country of a nelgh- : .no effential difference’ between throwing open our arms to em- o )
bouring nation would come to be regarded as the mfa“’ble de- _brace them, and advancing towards them vith neutral colours or
firu&ion  of the invading :nmy Perhaps no pe()ple were ever covering outfelves with a defile or 2 Wood: -‘BY the pra fice of
conqucred at their own doors, unlefs they, were irft betrayed furprife and deceit we fhall ofteneft cut off their ﬁl‘aggiing"pa'r'ties

elther by divifions among themfelves o, by the abje& degene- and thed moft blood.” By :ah'cbpeh'di{'plziy of our force we fhall
more we come. to underﬁand of

racy of their chara&er. The prevent detachments from being made, fhall intercept the poffi-
the nature of Juﬂlce, the more it will [how 1t{'elf fo; be ﬁ-rongcr bility of fupply without unneceflary bloodfhed, and there feems
than a hoft of foes. Men, WhOfe bofoms are truly pervaded no reafon to believe that our ultimate fuccefs will be lefs certain.
with this P“‘““Ple, cannot perhaps be other than 1nv1nc1ble. ' ‘Why fhould war be made’ ‘the feienice of difingenuoufnefs and
Among the various examples of excelience in almoﬂ: every de— ' _‘ myftery, when the plin’ d1&ates of good fenfe would anfiwer all
partment that ancient Grcece has bequeathed us, the moI’c con- : its Iegltlmate .purpofes?-The firlt prmmple of defence is firmnefs
fpicuons is her. reﬁﬁance w1th a haudfnl of men agamﬁ t_l_iree " and vigilance, - The fecond perhaps, which'is not lefs immedic

t

iy

: mﬂhons of 1nvaders., . e Crteel ol “«ately. conne&ed with the end to be attained, is franknefs and- the

b
1%
kL
o

. . . _ open difclofure of our purpofe even to our enemies. What afto=

Stratagero. : nithment, admir'at-ion:‘-ahd‘térmriw:ould this conduét excite in’
art, has lntherto conﬁﬁcd in dccelt. . If the P““CIPICS °f thls " thofe"with - whom we had to contend 2 What confidence ‘and’

“work be buﬂt upon a fufﬁcu:ntly folld baﬁs, tbe pra&lce of de— magnanimity would accompany it in our own bofoins ? Why"

ceit ought in all inftances to be COﬂdem“d whether it proceed fhould not wary as ‘a’flep towatds its complete “abolition,  be

from falfe tendernefs to our fnends, or ﬁom 2, deﬁrc to haﬁen bfoughf to- fuch perfe@ion, as that the purpofes of ‘the 'eﬁelﬁy'

the downfal of m_;u{hce. , Vice i is nelther the mo& allowab]e nor . smight be utterly baﬂie d without ﬁimg a muiket or drawng R

eﬂ'e&ual weapon wuh wluch to contend agamﬂ: v1ce. Decelt is ] fwor 17
not g
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