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Cale of con-
fidence confi-
dered.

OF OBEDIENCE

fometimes enlighten my judgment and redify my conduc. But
thc perfons to whom it becomes me to pay particular attention
in this refpe, are not fuch as may exercife any particular
magiftracy, but fuch, whatever may be their ftation, as are

wifer or better informed in any refpect than myfelf.

There are two ways in which a man wifer than myfelf may
be of ufe to me; by the communication of thofe arguments
by which he is convinced of the truth of the Judgments he has
formed; and by the communication of the judgments them-

felves-independent of argument. ‘'This laft is of ufe only-in re-

Apect to the narrownefs of our own underftandings, and the time

that might be requifite for the acquifition of a feience of which
we are at prefent ignorant. On this account I am not to. be
blamed, - if I employ a builder to conftru® me a houfe, or a
mechanic to {ink me a well nor fhould T be ]nble to bhme,
if I worked in perfon under their du‘eéhon. ' In this cafe, not
having opportunity or ability to acquire the fcience myfelf' 1
truft to the fcience of another. I choofe from the deliberation

of my own judgment the “end to be purfued I am convinced

_ that the end is good and commendable ; and, havmg done this,

I commit the fele@tion of means to a perfon whofe qualifications
are fuperior to my own. The confidence repofed in this ine
ftance is precifely of the nature of delegation in general, No
term furely can be more unapt than that of obedience, to expreﬁ.
our duty towards the overfeer we have appomted in our affairs.
3 . . Snmlar

OF OBLEDIENCE.

Similar to the confidence I repofe in a fkilful mechanic is the
attention which ought to be paid to the commander of an army.
It is my duty in the firlt place to be famﬁed of the goodnefs of
the caufe, of the propriety of the war, and of the truth of as many

general propofitions concerning the condut of it, as can poflibly

“be brought within the fphere of my underflanding, It may well

be doubted whether fecrecy be in any degree neceﬁ.'ary to the
com_iu& gf war. It may be doubted whether treachery and fur-
ptife are to be claffed among the legitimate means of d-efeating
our adverfary. But after every deduction has been made for
confiderations of this fort, .there will fiill remain cafes, where

fomething muft be confided, ‘as to the plan of a campaign or the .

. arrangement ‘of a battle; to the 1kill, fo far as that fkill reall)-

exifts, of the commander. : When he has explainéd both to the
utmoft of his ability, there may remain parts, the propriety of
which -1 cannot fully éompreh_end, but which I have fufficient

‘reafon to confide to his judgment. -

This doltrine however of Iumted obedlence, or, as it may
more properly be termed, of confidence and delegation, ought to

be called into action as feldom as poﬂiblc. Every man fhould

- difcharge to the utmoft praticable extent the duties which arife

from his fituation. If he gain as to the ability with which they

may be difcharged, when he delegates them to ano.ther, he lofes

‘with refpet to the fidelity ; every one being confcious of the
fincerity of his own intention, and no one having equal proof
N ' } ' of,
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OF OBEDIENCE.

of that of another, A virtuous man will not fail to perceive the
oblication under which he is placed to exert his own under-

ftanding, and to judge for himfelf as widely as his circumftances

-viil permit,

The abufe of the dodtrine of conlidence has been the fource of

maore calamities to. mankind than all the other errors of the

Jwman underftanding. Depravity would have gained little ground

in the world, if every man had been in the exercife of his inde-

pendént judgment. The inftrument by which extenfive mif-

chicfs have in all ages been perpetrated has been, the principle

of many men being reduced to mere machines in the hands of

a few. Man, while he confults his own underftanding, is the or-

nament of the univerfe. Man, when -he furrenders his reafon,
and becomes the partifan of implicit faith and paflive obedience,
is the moft mifchievous of all animals. Ceafing to cxamine every
propoﬁnon that comes before him for the dire@ion of his con-
dud, he is no ltonger the capable fubje& of moral inftruction.
He is, in the inftant of fubmiffion, the blind inflrument of every

nefarious purpofe of his prm(:lpal and, when left to himfelf, is

open to the feduction of injuftice, cruelty and proﬂlgacY,

Thefc reafonings lead to a proper explanation of the word
fubje. If by the fubje& of any government we mean a perfon
whofe duty it is to obey, the true inference from the plccedmg

principles is, that no government has any fub_](.{ts, If on the
- contriry
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contirar 7 .
'y we mean a perfon, whom the government is bound to BOOK IIL

protect, or may juftly reftrain, the word is fufficiently admiffible

This remark cnables u -di . .
s to folve the long- i

e ot ng-difputed queftion, what

conflitutes a man the fubject of any government, Every

man is in this fenfe a fabje& whom the government is competent

to proteft on the one hand, or who on the other. , by the v1olence

of his proceedings, renders force requifite to prevent him from

dlﬁurbmg that community, for the prcfervatlon of whofe peace:

the government is inflituted, -
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A PPENDIX. he mind
M‘;“:fl\“i“‘ ﬁonal irradiations have not been wholly excluded. T

fes fre. fally in
236:':1) elu-  has no fooner obtained evidence of any new truth, efpecially

cidated by mations of
incideatal re- o1 o fojence of molals, but it recolletts numerous 'mu .
'"t a
peten: that truth which have occafionally fuggefted themfelves, and is
" fonifhed that a difco very which was perpetually upon the eve

of being made, fhould havc been kept at a diftance fo long.

T will generally be found that, even where the truth upon
any {ubje& has been moft induftriouily obfcured, its. occa-

by This is eminently the cafe in 1 the fubjedt of which we are
3 ll'lCi-
dcntal pal-

fages in va-  treating. Thofe numerous paflages in poets, divines* and Phlf-;:

riousavthors -lbfophers, which have placed our unalterable duty in the ftronge
contraft with the precarious authority of a.fuperior, andl have
taught us to difclaim all fubordination to the latter, have always

been received by the mgenuous mind with a tamult of applaufe.

There is indeed no fpecies of compoﬁtlon, in whlcl} the feeds of

t the can do.
fha ey ‘2 morallty
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OF OBEDIENCE.

A momhty too perfe for our prefent improvements in {cience, - gggllf I‘Ir;

‘may more reafonably ‘be expeéted to difcover themfelves, than in S
LAPPLEDIX,

works of imagination. When'the mind fhakes off the fetters
of prefcription and pre_]udlce when it boldly takes a flight into
the world unknown, and employs itfelf in fearch of thofe grand
and interefting principles which fhall tend to impart to every
reader the glow of enthufiafm, it is at fuch-moments that the
enqulrmg and ph:lofophlcal reader may e\pc& to be prefented
~vith the materials and rude fketches-of i 1ntelle€tual improvement¥,

Among the many paflages from writers of every dcnomma— Esample.’
"tlon that will’ rcadlly fuggeﬂ: themfelves under this head to a

'well informed mlnd we ma)r mturally recolle@ the fpmtcd

1cafonmg of young Norval in the nagedy of Douglas, when he

r o .r.:

= Tl-us was the opinion of the celébrated’ M. Turgm. . % He thought that
~the moril ‘fentiments of mankind might be confi iderably Ilu.ngthened, and the
" yerception of them rcndercd more dclicate -and - precife, cither by frequent ex-
«<rcifey or the . perpetually fubjecting thcm to the anatomy of 3 pure and en-
J1ghtcncd under&mdmg For this rea]'on hc confidered romances '1s ho]dmg
a placc 1mou'r tre1tlfcs of moralnt} A 'nul cven as the only booLs in “h:ch

“he was aw.lrc of li'mng feen moral” pnuc:plcs treated in an impartial -

. -malmer. - % ML Tur, gof pcq/é:f qu on pent parvenir & fortifier dans les hammes loars _

_ j; niiniens - -msraux, 4 les rendre Plus délicats et plus jufles, foif par Pexercice de ces -
Sentimens, foit en apprenant ales j&nme!hf al ’arm{y.'e d'une raifon Saine et Eclaivée,
. Ceft par ce motif gi'il r:gard,:t les romans conie des Imre: de mara]e, et ;mm:*,
ifoit-ily comme les feuls cu il eiit vn rfe Ia nmra!e.” o
Pie de M., Tar got, far M. de Gudereet.
Aa - .
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.BOOK m. is ca]led upon by lord Randolph to ftate the parnculars of a

CHAP.V
""*'v—’ conteft in which he is engaged, that lord Randolph may be

. APPENDIX.

_able to decide between'the difputants,

« Nay, my good lord,’ though I revere you much,

l\iy caufe I plead not, nor demand your judgment,
. ‘To the liege lord of my dear native land

Towea fubjc&’s homage ; but even him

And his high arbitration I reject.

Within my bofom reigns another lord—

" ‘Honour ; fole judge and umpire of itfe.” Act IV.

Nothing can be more accurate than a confiderable part of the

- philofophy of this paffage. 'The term “ honour” indeed has

been too much abufed and prefents to the. mind too fantaﬁlcal

an image, to be falrly defcriptive of that principle by which the

_actions of every intelleCtual being ought to be regulated. The

‘ prm(:lple to which it behoves us to attend is the internal deci-

" fion of our own underftanding ; and nothmg can be more evident

-than that the fame reafoning, which' led Norval to rejeét the
s fovercign in the quarrels and difputes in which

anthority of hi
have led him to rejec it as the regula-

he was engaged, ought to
tor of any of his a&ions, and -of confequence-to ab_;ure that

homage which he fets out ywith referving. Virtue cannot pof-
fibly be meafured by the judgment and good pleafure of any

man thh whom we are concerned.
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CHAP VI

OF FORMS OF GOYERNMENT. - -

.A'RG_UMENT IN FAVOU.R OF AVARIETY OF FORMS-‘*—COMPAR' :

ED WITH THE ARGUMENT IN FAVOUR OF A VARI:E-TY OoF :‘

"RELIGIOUS CREEDS.—THAT 'T‘HBRE 1S ONE BEST FORM oF

) GOVERNMENT PROVED-—-—FROM 'THE UNITY op TRUTH—-
‘FROM THE NATURE OF MAN.-—-OBJECTION FROM HUMAN‘
| WEA.KNESS AND PREJUDICE.'*—-DANGER IN ESTABLISHING :
‘AN IMPERFECT CODE.'—-MANNERS ‘OF NATIONS  PRODU-

‘ CED BY THEIR I'ORMS OF GOVERNM B'NT.'—GRADUAL IM ‘

_VPROVEMENT NECBSSARY.'—SIMPLICITY CHIEFLY TO - BE °

'.'DESIRED.-—PUBLICATION OF’ TRUTH "THE -GRAND IN

STRUMENT'—BY INDIVIDUALS, NOT BY GOVERNMBNT—"

THE TKUTH ENTIRE AND NOT BY PARCELS.-—-SORT Ol'
\PROGRESS TO BE- DESIRED.

&i PROPOSITION that by many pohtxca‘l reafoners has’
been vehemently mamtamed is that of the propnetﬁr of-

-zn{htutmg different political governments .fnited to the charac
“ters, the habits and pre_]udlces of different nations,  The En llﬂ:
.conﬂltutlon, fay thefe reafoners, € js. -adapted to- the thought '
..ful rough and: unfubmittmo- character of this ifland race ; gth; |

Aaz flownefs
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OF FORMS OF GOVERNMENT..

“flownefs and complication of. Dutch: formality to the phlegma--

tic Hollander; and the fplendour of the grand monargue to the
vivacity of Frenchmen, -Among the ancients: what' could Dbe-
better ;{fortcd than a purc democracy to the- intelleCtual “acuite--

nefs and 1mpetuous energy of the Athcnmns ;- while the hardy:
and unpolifhed Spartan flourifhed much more under the rugged.
and inflexible. dilcipline -of Lycurgus? The, great art of . the:
legiflator - is- to penetrate. into. the true character of the natmn.
with whom he is concerned, and to. dlfcover the. eha& fhu&ure

of government which is calculated to render. that. nation ﬂoun[h-

ing -and - happy.”’
reafon : upon. thefe: poftulata might. fay, “It is.not. neceﬂ"rry I

fhould. affert - the -Englifh: conflitution to -be the. ~happieft . and:

fublimeft conception- of the human, mind ;. I do not.enquire into-~

the abftrad : excellence of ; that- government. under.which France:
made herfelf illufirious. for: centuries. . -1 contemplate w1th en-
thufiafm the. ~venerable repubhcs of; Greece and Rome. . But I
ain an enemy to the removing ancient land-marks, and difturbing;
with our crude devices the wifdom; of ages. 1 regard with
horror the (lgn\ote plan, that would reduce the irregular great-
nefs-of natlons to the frigid and impraicable ftandard of meta~

"% Thele arguments bear f'ome rei’cmbi’ance to tIlofe of Mr. Burl.e ‘Tt
was not neceﬁ'ary that they fhould do fo precnfely, or that we fhould take ad-

vantagc “of the ar; gumem‘nm 'ad Bominem built upon his fervént admiration of the -

Englith
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~ This queftion has -been anticipated in various- parts of the

'

The idea bears fome Fefemblance to one whichwas formerly
mﬁ{’ced _upon by ‘certain’ latrtudmarnns in’ rehgron. “It is-
nnplous, {2id they,! “ to endeavour to- reduce all men to um-
fonmty of “opinion” upon ‘this* fub_]e& Men’s minds aré as’
various as their faces. God has ‘made them fo';'and it’is to be-
plefumed that he“is well pleafed to ‘be - addrefled” | in’ - different:
languages, by “different - hames, - and with' the confentmg ardour-
of difagrecing fe@ts.” Thus did’thefe Teafoncrs ‘conféund the

majefty of truth with the defoumty of falthood ; and fuppofe

‘that that bemg “who was ‘all trnth, tooL dehght in"the errors,

the abfurdltles, and the’ vrecs, for all f'tlfhood in’ iome way ‘or

other engendels vrce, of hla creaturés:” - At the fame time’ they

were employed in unnervmg "that a&thy of mmd which is the 7

ﬁng[e fource, of human 1mp10vement. If truth’and falthood be:
in- reality - upon a’ lercl I fhail ‘be ver ¥ weakly employed'in‘a-

firenuous endeavour e1t11e1 to dlfCOVel truth: for myfelf or to

unprefs it upon others:

. Truth is in reality ﬁtigle‘ and~ uniform. .-

!_‘ Lot

Engh!'h conﬁ:tutlon -Not to fay thnt we fhail feel ourfelvcs -more at our cafe in:

exammmg the quelhon genera]ly, thau ina perfoml attack upon this illuftrious

and urtuous hcro of former times.

2 ) nature

&

_ TN CHAD. VL
prefent work ; but the argument is fo popular and ‘plaufible to a-

fuperficial view, as’juftly to cntitle it to a feparate examination..

There muft: m the: That there
. - i3 ane belt
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BOOKIIL pature of .things be one ‘beft form of _government, wluch all
AP. Vi
(EI—W—’ intellects, fufiiciently roufed from the flumber-of favage 1gn01ance,_

form of go-
vernment will be irrefiftibly mcnted to .approve. If an equal participation

proved of the benefits of nature be good in itfelf, it muft be good for
you and me and all mankind.. Defpotlfm may be of ufe to keep
human bemga in 1gnorance, but can never conduce to vender
them wife or virtuous or happy: If the general tendency of
defpotifm - be injurious, every portion and fragment of 1t muft
from the be a noxious ingredient. Truth cannot be fo varmble, as ‘to.
‘::.:3, N f change its nature by crofling an arm of the fea, a petty brook
or an ideal line, and become fal[hood On the contrary it is at-

all times and in all places th_e-fam‘e'.

fomthema-  ‘The fub_]e& .of legtﬂatton 18 e\rery where the- fame, tnan,
o ofman. The points in whlch human :beings refemble pre mﬁmtely mere.

confiderable than thofe in which they differ. We have ‘the f-une_

fenfes;

reafon, to “judge and to infer. The fame _caufes that make -

me happy will make you happy. We may. differ in our opi--

nions upon this fubJe& at firft, but this difference is  only in_pre~

judice and is by no means 1nv1nc1ble An event may often-
3

conduce moft to the benefit of a human being, which his erro..

-neous Judgment perhaps regarded - with leaft ‘complacency. A

‘wife fupermtendent of affairs would purfue with fteady attention

the real advantage of. thofe over-whom he prefided, - carelefs of -

:the temporary drfappr-:batlon he 1ncurred and which would laftne

2 - ' ~ longer’

Ll
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Tonger than the part:al and mlfgmded apprehenﬁon from Whlch ng;’{ ‘1'111 _
1t ﬂowed _ | . r.

Is there a country in which a pmdent direCor of education
would propofe fome other ob_]e& for his labouts than to make
his pupll temperate and Ju{t and wife? Ts there a climate that .
requires its inhabitants to be - hard drmkers or horfe jockies
or gamefters or bulhes, rather than men ? Can there be a corner
of the world, where the lover of juftice and truth would find him-
felf out of his element and ufelefs ? Ifno; “then hherty muft be
every where better than ﬂavery, and the’ government of re€ti-
tude and 1mpart1ahty better than the government of capncc.
But to this it may be ob_;eéted that “ men may not be every Obj:&ion.

from human

where capable of Ilberty A gift however valuable in 1tfelf if weaknefs and -
it be mtended to be beneﬁelal muft be adapted to the capacity prejudice
of the recciver. - In human affairs every thmg muft be gradual ;

_and it is contrary to every idea that ¢ ekpenence furnifhes of - the
- nature of mmd to expect to advance men to a ftate of pelfe&:on

‘at once. It was 1n a fpirit fomesvhat fimilar to this, that Solon,

the- Athenlan lawgwel, apologifed for the imperfeQtion of his
code, faymg, “ that he had not fought to promulgate fuch Taws ~
as were good in themfelves, but fnch as his countrymen were
able to bear,”

The e‘tpenment of Solon feems to he of a dangerous nature. Dangerin

eftablithin;

A code, fuch as his, bid f'ur for permancnce, and does not animperfat

code,
appear
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which is inflituted, ‘is to perp - :

ed, ‘is to perpetuate propenfitics and fentiments, ggﬂpﬁ 1.

\P, VI

BOOK IL  appear to lrwc contained in it'a prmc1p1e of improvement. - He £
which without its operation would fpeedily have given place to —

CHAL. VL
‘—— did not meditate that gradual proglefs which ,was above :de-

{cribed, nor contemplate in the Athenians of his own time, the _
Athenians of fome fpondence between national charater and national government

root from which were to fprmg the- poﬂlble ...... .
,futurc period, . who might : reallfe all that he was able to concu\'e ) will be found in a juft confideration to arife cut of the latter,

of good fenle, _fomtude and vxrtue.. Iﬁs mﬁitutlons wc1e rather

other
) propenfities. Upon every fuppofition, the exifting ¢ corre-

ERIARRTENCRT e R SR

L=

one ccttam dc- + -The principle of. gradual improvement advanced in"the laft Gradial im-- ]

calculated to hold them- down in pcrpctulty to- o o
. ci objeltion .
. gree of cxccllence,;md RO MOXE.~ .. . . I - & ,ffed objection ‘muft be admitted for true ; but then it is necel- 5222&2‘:,“‘
. o B ' S T I “fary, while we adopt it ' ' s
o e 5k BRIV IR R AN SEIPEE . a;Y’ di OI.)t i, that we: fhould not fuffer ourfelves to
: i ' in diret oppofition to it ; and that we thould. choofe the beft

Tlus fuggc{hon furm{hes us with ﬁle real clue to that i_’crik;l_r_lg 5

Manners of .
tOﬂS ro- . N and , o - )
- duced bf comculmce betsween the manners of a nation and the form of its moft powerful means for forwarding that improvement..
their forms of _ ‘ . | 11
government. government, -which xvas mentioned in the begmmng of the y . S . . H
] ' an is 1 y . - o . ’ . ,::-
chapter, and which has furmfhed fo capltal an argument to the L isina ftate of perpetual progrefs. ‘- He muft grow either. Simplicity i I
- bette 7 ' . . - T 41
] advocates for the logal propriety © of dxﬁ‘erent forms of government. er or worfe, either corre¢t his habits or confirm them. _ The’ Setren, " il
government propofed muft either increafe our paffions and;pre- ”:% .
gt =,

afoners to employ

It was in 1eal1ty fomewhat 1lloglcal in thefc re .
this, as an argument upon. the fub_]e& w1t_hout prevlouﬂy afcer- ._]udu:es by _fanning the flame, or by gradually. difcouraging tend A —-'i :
tunmg whlch of . the WO things :was t0. be regarded as a caufe xtirpate them. - In reality, it is fufficiently difficult to imagine ' : i@
a gov A . .
and: whlch as’an . effect, whethe1 the govemment awfe out of - ! government that thall have'the latter tendency. . By its very S )
na P . . ® . . . - . ; i_. -
‘the manners of the nation, or the manners of the' nation out of . Dature P_Oh_t’cal infitution-has a tendency. to fufpend the elafticity, - - #
..... . an - . . - ! 3 )
the government., :The laft of thefe: {’tatements appears upon the B d put an end to the advancement of mind. - Every fcheme for - ‘ £
) embodying i o T se s . ‘
whole to be neareft to the fact. . The govemment may be in- odying imperfe@tion muft ‘be injurious.. That which is- 11
to- . . . ’ - Ty -
debted for its exiftence to '\Lculent or force. - Revolut:ons, as day a confiderable melioration, will at-fome future périod, if” ' }
refc '
they bave moft frequently taken place in the world, are epochas, preferved Unaltered appear-a defe& and difeafe in the body po-- i
in which the temper and withes of a nation are leaft confulted* htlc-. It were earneﬁly to be defired that each man was wife- 2
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Publication
of truth the
grand infiru-
Hwnt 2

by indivi-
duzls, nat by

the truth en- ¢ But in what manner fhall

tire, and not
by parcels.

L A Y T T T I S A AR T S T

OY OBEDIENCE

’

ROOK L an evil, the object  principally to be aimed at is, that we fhould

have as little of it as the general peace of human fociety will

permit.
M
But the grand inftrument for forwarding the improvement of

mind is the publication of truth. Not the publication cn the

part of government ; for it is infinitely difficult to difcover ine

fallibly what the truth is;. efpecially. upon- controverted points,

and government is as lable as individuals to be miftaken in this

refpe@. In reality it is more liable ; for the depofitaries of go-

vernment have a very obvious temptation to defire; by means

of ignorance and implicit faith, to perpetuate the exifting ftate

‘of things. The only fubftantial method for the propagation of
sruth is difcuffion, fo that the errors of one man may be deteét-

ed -by the acutenefs and fevere difquifition’of his neighbours,

All we have to demand from the officers of government, at lealt
ublic charater, is neutrality. The intervention of

in their p
per to reafoning and demonftration is

authority in a field pro
‘If on the right fide, it can only difcredit

always injurious.
a foreign confideration.

truth, and call off the attention of men to
. though it may not be able to’ fupprefs - the

of enquiry, it will have a tendency to convert the calm

_If on the wrong
Apirit
purfuit of knowledge into paffion and tumult.

the principles of truth be comnmu-
nicated fo as’ beft-to lead to the pra&ice? By.fhewing to man-
L 4 . - kind

T D Saee Sraliae kel

R N A :
- T ARDRE Wl B T e IR e TR

rat e it s e B EES AR

. prefent the-qu-antity of effet that

| ttﬁbtbmioﬁrté'plar‘ls."?- S

L

OF OBEDIENCE

kind truth in all its evidence, or concealing one half of it ? Shall .

they" be initiated by a partial difcovery, and thus led on by

regular degrees to conclufions that would at firft have wholly
alienated their minds
This queftion will come to be more fully difcufled in-a fol-

lowing chapter. In the mean time let us only confider for the
may be expeted from thefe

- : r : - -
. : )

Y S R '

o TRIG RIS D G T ey I

“An .inhilbitant of Turkey or Morocco - may ‘perhaps be of
o'pinion,'.‘that the velting ‘power in the arbitrary will -or -caprice
of: 'an'.individual has-in it more- advantages than difﬁd\'alltages.'
If I be defirous to change his opinion,: thould-I undertake to re-
commiend-to him in animated language fome 'mocliﬁca;tion .of

this caprice 2 ‘I fhould attack it in its principle. - If I do other-

wife,”" I “fhall -bettay ' the firength of. my i caufe.:: The  principle-

“oppofite to’ his: own, ‘will*not Ypoffefe * half :the. irrefiftible force

which T.could”have ‘given to.it.: *His obje@ions will- affume

vigour. ~The principle I 4m:maintaining being half truth and

‘half falthood,“he will in every ftep of the conteft poflefs an advan-

tag'e :m the offenfive, of which, :if he be - fufficiently, acute, I

can never deprive him, -. . . - | ,

. I?Iow‘ the pring:iplg I fhould have to explaiﬁ of: e.qualh Iaw--and

equal juftice to the inhabitant of Morocco, would be as new to
b, a4 be as |

him,
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%gg}l& {}111 him, as any principle of the boldeft political defcription that I tereft in the practical introduétion of fimplicity and ruth, One BOOK IIL ; i;
\———"" could propagate in this country., Whatever apparent difference : valuable principle being thus realifed, prepares the way for the C’*——v-—-"HAP‘ e : §
may exift between the two cafes, may fairly be fulpected to realifing of more, It ferves as a refting-place to the human mind - B
owe ifts exiftence to tht{:ts im:;gination of the obferver. ‘The rule in its great bufinefs of exploring the regions of truth, ‘and %
_ therefore which fugge itfelf in this cafe is fitted for univer- - gives i ity an ' R o L F
e ation | - gives it new alacrity and encour.agement for farther exertions, i
q":; ‘:f; por __As to the improvements which are to be introduced into the ?3
<hred. political - fyftem, their quantity and their pefiod mu{l be deter~ T - %
l mined by the degree of knowledge exifling in any ;:ountrjf, and i ‘ | ‘E _
| the flate of preparation of the public mind for the changes that . - i
=. _ are'to be defired.  Political renovation may ftrictly be _-cqn_ﬁd_e.r-_- ) ' == .-
L ed as one of the flages in intelleGtual improvement.’,: Literz}tgré_; : B H
and difquifition: cannot ‘of themlfelves be rendered fufficiently ' g‘
general ; it will.be only the cruder and ‘groffer parts that can be » ;: ]
_ _ expected to defcend 'intheir génuine form to the ',multi__tud_e;_ . - ' - . ’ﬁ:‘ ‘
’* while thofe abﬁr_a& and bold fpeculations, in which the value of o : - 'E f
f " literature principally confifts, ‘muft-neceffarily. continue the por- ‘ S 3“;
i tion of the favoured few. .. It is here that focial inftitution offers : T '
g iifelf in aid of the abftrufer powers of argumentative communi-, i : : : L _ )
i _cation. ‘As foon as any important truth has become eftablithed ) ._ 7 : o ‘ ' 3L
a to a fufficient extent in the minds of the enterprifing and the’ . . . ) " _ | ' | - | h
} wife, it may tranquilly and with eafe be rendered a part of: the’ I ‘ | | : E :
: ' © general fyftem ;.ﬁnc_t: the uninftruéted and the poor are never o : A .
the ftrenuous fupporters of thofe complicated fyftems by which . : ‘ S '- .
': oppreflion is maintained ; and fince they have an obvious:in- . ' ' . ) _ —
% ' : tereft "_;: . , _ o AN o i
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EVERY iNDIVIDm_m THE JUDGE 0,1’. IS OWN RESISTANC_E.—_-_
OBJECTION.—ANSWERED FROM THE NATURE OF GO-
VERNMENT——FROM THE MODES OF RESISTANCE.—I. FORCE
RARELY TO BE EMPLOYED—EITHER WHERE THERE IS

S i ar i Mo Lol
B A

SMALL PROSPECT .OF SUCCESS—OR WHERE THE PROSPECT
15 GREAT.—HISTORY OF CHARLES THE FPIRST ESTI- ' ' ;
MATED,—2, REASONING THE LEGITIMATE MOD;}:.
f : e - ‘ ' ; T has appeared in the courfe of our reafonings upon pblitié BOOK 1v. ;
. ' : _ S ' o o : cal authority, that every man is bound to refift every unjuft m _ _ . ol

' ' : proceeding on the part of the community. -But who is the -vidual the Ak
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%?_IOK V. judge of this injuftice 2. The queftion anfwers itfelf: the pnvate

:——vf—J judgment of the individual, Were it not fo, the appeal ‘would

E}Ef{:} re-  be nugatory, for we have no infallible Judge to whom to refer
our controverfies. He is obhged to confult his own private
Judgment in this cafe, for the fame reafon that obhges him to
confult it in every ¢ other article of his condud.

Objeftion. “ But is not this pofition neceffarily fubverfive of all govern-
ment ? Can there be a powei- to rule, where no man is bound to
obey ; or at leaft where every man is to confult his own under-‘
franding firft, and then to yield his concurrence no farther than
he fhall conceive the regulation to be juft? The very idea of

. government is that of an authority fuperfeding private judgment ;
how then can the exercife of private judgment be left entire ?
What degree of order is to be expe@ed in a community, where
every man is taught to indulge his own {peculations, and even
to refift the decifion of the whole, whenever that decifion is op-
pofed to the diQtates of his qwh fancy ¥’

Anfwered The true anfwer to thefe queftions lies in the-obfervation with

f::-? otfh;olfa- which we began our difquifition on government, that this

vernment :

‘boafted inftitution is nothing more than a fcheme for enforcing
by brute violence the fenfe of one man or fet of ‘men upon
another, neceﬂ'ary to be employed in certain cafes of peculiar
emergency. Suppofing the queftion then to lie merely between
the force of the community on one part, and the force with

which
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which any individual member-fhould ‘think it incumbent upon

193

BOOK 1V,
CHAPR. 1.

him to refift their decifions on the other, it is fufficiently evident ‘“——

that a certain kind of authority and fupremacy would be the re-

fult. But this is not the true ftate of the queftion.

It is farther cvident, that, though the duty of every man to

exeicife his private judgmeilt' be unalterable; yet fo far as relates

to pra&:ce, wherever government fubfifts, the exercife of private .

judgment is fubﬁantlally infrenched upon. The force put by

the commuinity upon thofe who exercife rapine and-injuftice,

‘and the influence of that force as a moral motive upon its mem-

bers in general; are each -of them exhibitions of an argument,

not founded in-general reafon, but in the precarious interference -

of a fallible individual: Nor is this -all. .. Without anticipating
the queftion of the different kinds of refiftance and the ele@tion
that it may be our duty to make of one kind rather than another,
it is certain in fadt, that-my condu& will be matenal[y altered
by the foreﬁght that, if 1 adt in a certain manner, I fhall have
the combmed force of a number of individuals to oppofe me,
That government therefore is the beft, which in no one inftance
interferes: with the exercife of prwate Judgment mthout abfolute
necefﬁty

The modes according to which an individual may oppofe any
meafure wluch his judgment difapproves are of two forts,_action
and fpeech. Shall he upon every occaﬁon have 1ecourfe to the

Ge former ?
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BOOK IV. former? This it is abfurd fo-much as to fuppofe. The ob-
. L.

CHAP

—— je& of every virtuous man is the general good. But how can

either where
there is fmall
profpet of
Taccels,

he be faid to promote the general good, who is ready to walfte

his a&ive force upon every trivial occafion, and facrifice his life

without the chance of any public benefit 2

& But he referves himfelf;” I will fuppofe, « for fome great oc--
cafion ; and then, carelefs as to fuccefs, which-is'a large objet

only to little- minds, generouﬂy embarks in a caufe where he has.

no hope but to perith. . He becomes the martyr of truth. He
believes that fuch an example will tend to imprefs the minds of
his fellow men, and to roufe them from their Iethargy

The queﬁzcn of martyrdom is of a dlﬁicult nature. I had.

rather convince men by my arguments, than -feduce them by
my example.. It is fearcely poﬂiblt: for me to- tell what" oppm..

tunities for u{efulnefs may- offér themfelves in the future years of

my exiftence, Nor is it 1mprobable in a. general confideration:

 that Jong and pelfevenng fervices may be more advantageous

than brilliant and tranfitory ones. “The cafe being thus circum-.

" flanced, a truly wife man cannot fa1l to hefitate as to the idéa of

offering up his life a voluntary oblatlon..

Whenever “martyrdom’ becomes an- 1nd1fpenﬁble duty, when:

nothing can preferve him {hort of the cleareft derehéhon of | prin--
'~ ciple and the moft palpable defertlon of truth, he will then meet-

it
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OF RESISTANCE

it with perfeét ferenity. . He did not avoid it before from any
weaknefs of perfonal fecling, “When it muft be encountered,
he knows that it is indebted for that luftre which has been fo

195

BOOK 1V.
CHAP. 1.

— -

generally acknowledged among mankind, to the intrepidity of the .

fufferer. He Lnows that nothmg is fo effential to true virtue,

as an utter dxfregard to individual advantage. '

“The objeQions that offer themfelves to an exertion of a@ual
*force, whete there are no hopes of fuccefs, are numerous. Such
an exertion cannot be made without injury to the lives of more
A certain nuiber both of enemies and
friends ‘muft be expected to be the vi€tinis'of fo wild an under-
taking, Itis regarded by contemporanes, and recorded by hiftory
as an mtemperate ebullition of the paﬁions ; and ferves rather as

a beacon to deter others, than as a ‘motive to ammate them. It

than a fingle individual. -

s’ not the frenzy of enthuﬁa{'m, but the 'calm;’ fagacmus and de-
. hberate eﬁ'ort of reafon, to which truth muft be indebted for its

proglefs. T R .

But let 3 us fuppoie, < that the profned: of fuccefs is conﬁdera—-
ble, and that there is reafon to believe that refolute violence 1m)
in no long time accomplifh its purpofe.”
allowed to hefitate.

Even here we e may be
Force has already appeared to be an odious
weapon 3 and, if the ufe-of it be to be regretted in the hands of

government, it does not change its nature though wielded by a

band of patriots. If the caufe we plead be the caufe of truth,
' Cca

there

A O AT G AT IR BN L 55 R e TR e i D 1 B8 5 B SRS e VD

or where the
profrett is
great,

3

it

o

LTt I AL S e T Y

" e e,
LT T AT e

S H P
gy

a1 bl Py

m SR el Tl e

o]

.
1
-1 Agdasegtin
T LA
.

VI LA S S s ek e

T

.:..'.”.-';.:.:....;.a....,—._..-r-'._::..... .

T




L T A A R T i
-

196

OF RESISTANCE,

BOOK 1V. there is no doubt that by our reafonings,.if fufficiently zealous

CHAP. 1.
—

Hiltory of
Charles the
firit ofti-

mated.

and conftant, the f:une purpofe may -be eﬂ'e&ed in a-milder- ‘and.

more liberal way #

In a word, it- is l;roiwer to recdile& hcréﬂ.what has been efta--
blithed as to the dotxine of force in general, that it is in no cale
to be employed but where every other means is Cinefle@ual;  In
the queftion therefore of refiftance to- government, -force ought
never to be introduced without the - -moft imminent ncceﬁity
never but in c1rcumﬁances ﬁmllar to thofe. of defendmg my
life from a ruﬁian, where time can by no means be gamed and
the confequences inftantly to enfue are unqucfhonably f't_ta_l.

'The hiftory of king Charles the firft furndhes an inftru&tive-
cxample in both kinds. . The original defign of hlS opponents
was that of confining his . power within narrow and palpable

limits. 'This ob_]e& after a ftruggle of many yeals, was fully

' accoxnphihed by the parllarnent of 1640, without- blood{hed

(except indeed in .the fingle inftance of lord Straﬁ'ord) and.

without commotion.. They next conceived the pro_]e& of over-

. turning the hlerarch}r and the mona:chy of I.'.ngland in. oppoﬁ..

tion to great numbers, and in the laft point no doubt.to a ma- -

jority of their countrymen. Admlttmg thefe ob_]e&s to have

been in the utmoft degree excellent they ought not, for the pur-.

% Sec this cafe more fully difcuffed in the following chapter.,

pofe
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OF RESISTANCE,

pofe-of obtaining them, to have precipitated the queflion to the

extremity of a civil war,

“ But, fince force is fcarcely under anjr circumftances to be
employed, of what nature is that refiftance which ought con-
The refift-
ance [ am boqnd to employ is that of uttering the truth, of

flantly to be given to every inftance of injuftice

cenfuring in the moft explicit manner every proceeding that I
perceive to be adverfe to the true interefts of mankind, Iam
bound to diffeminate without referve all-the principles with
which I am acquainted, and which it may be of importance to
mankind to know ; and this duty it behoves me to pra&ife upon

every occafion and with the moft -pérfevering conftancy. I

~muft difclofe the whole fyftem of moral and political truth,

without fuppféﬂing any part under the idea of its being too
bold and paradoxical, and thus (depriving the whole of that
complete and 1rreﬁ(’ub1e evxdence, ‘without’ whlch its eﬂ’e&s muft

always be feeble, partial and uncertam. -
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Stzerion 1.
Obligationto
fupport the
conftitution
ofourcountry
confidered :
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CHAP 1L - .

OF REYVOLUTIONS.

SECTION L

DUTIES OF A CITIZEN.

OBLIGATION 0 SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTION OF OUR

COUNTRY CONSIDERED-—MUST ARISE EITHER FROM THE
REASON OF THE CASE, OR FROM A PERSONAL AND
LOCAL CONSIDERATION,—THE FIRST EXAMINED,—THE

SECOND. .

TO queftion can be more important than that which refpets

the beft mode of eﬁ'eéhng revolutions. Before we enter

upon it however, it may be proper to remove a dlﬂiculty which

has fuggefted itfelf to the minds of fome men, how far we ought
generally fpeaking to be the fiiends of revolution; or, in other
words, whether it be juftifiable in a man to be the enemy of the

conflitution of his country.

« We live,” it will be faid, * under the protetion of this con-
fiitution ; and prote&ion, being a benefit conferred obhges us

to a reciprocation of fupport in return,”

7 : B . To
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DUTIES OF A CITIZEN. . 199

To this it may be anfivered, firft, that this protection is a very gggflg v
equivocal thing ; and, till it can be fhown that the vices; from —
the effeCts of which it protects us, are not for the moft part the
produce of that conflitution, we fhall never fufficiently under-
ftand the quantity of benefit it includes,

Secriow I,

&

Secondly, gratitude, as has already been proved ¥, is a vice and
not a virtue. Every man and every colleGion of meén ought to
be treated by usin a manner founded upon their intrinfic qualities
and capacities, and not according to a rule which has exiftence
enly in relation to ourfelves. ' -
, ;

Add to this, thirdly, that no motive ‘can be more equivocal
than the gratitude here recommended, Gratitude to the confli-.
tution, an abfiract idea, ‘an 1mag1nary ex1ﬁence, is ‘altogether

unintelligible, Affe@ion to my countrymen will be much better
~proved, by my exertions to procure them a fubftantial benefit,,

than by my fupporting a {yftem whrch I believe to be fraught
with i m_lunous confequencest

>
]

He who cails upon me to fupport the conftitution: muft found moft asife
G cither frem
his requifition upon one of two principles, It has a claim upon tge reafon of”
the cafe, or

my fupport either becaufe it is good, or becaufe it is Britifh, fiom a per-
. ' . . fonal and lo--
' cal confidera.-
. tion,
* Book IL chap. ii, p. 83, on
Againft:
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The firtt €x-

amincd,

The fecond.

-

DUTIES OF A CITIZEN.

Againft the requifition in the firft fenfe there is nothing to
obje@t. All that is neceffary is to prove the goodnefs which is
afcribed to it. But perhaps it will be faid, « that, though not
abfolutely good, more mifchief wwill refult from an attempt to
overturn it, than from malntammg it with its mixed character of
partly right and partly wrong.” If this can be made evident,
undoubtedly T ought to fubmit. Of this mifchief however I
can be no judge but in confequence of enquiry. To fome the
evils attendant on a revolution will appear greater, and to others
lefs, Some will imagine that the vices with which the Englith
conflitution is pregnant are confiderable, and fome that it is
nearly innocent. Before I can decide between thefe oppofite
opinions -and balance the exifting and the poflible evils, I muft
examine for myfelf. But examination in its nature implies un-
certalnty of refult.  Were I to_determine before I fat down on
whxch fide the decifion fhould be, I could not firictly fpeaking be
faid to examipe at all. He that defires a revolution for its own
fske is to be regarded as-a madman. e that defires it from a

thorough conviction of its ufefulnefs:and neceffity has a claim’

upon us for candour and refpet. .,

As to the demand upon me for fupport to the Englifh confti~

tution, becaufe it is- Englifh, there is litdle plauﬁblhty in this

argument. It is of the fame nature as the demand upon me to

be a Chriftian, becaufe I-am a Briton, or a l\hhometan becaufe
’ I am

2ol ST
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DUTIES OF A CITIZEN.
T am a native of Turkey, Inftead ef being an expreflion of re-

fpect, it argues contempt of all government, religion and virtie
and every thing that is facred among men, If til&!‘(: be fuch z:
thing as truth, it rmuﬂ: be better than error, If there be fuch a
faculty as reafon, it ought to be exerted. But this demand makes
truth a matter of abfolute indifference, and forbids us the exercife

of our reafon. - If men reafon and- refle@, it muft neceflarily

.llappen that either the Enghﬂunan or the Turk will find his

government to be odious and his religion falfe, For what pur-~
pofe employ his reafon, if he mutft for ever conceal the conclu-
fions to whlch it leads him? How would man have arrived
at his prefent attamments, if he had always been contented with :
the ﬁale of fociety in which he happened to be born? > In

a word, .cither reafon is the curfe of -our  fpecies, and human .

nature is to be regarded with horrm 5-or it becomes us. to em-

ploy our underflanding and to a& upon it, and to follow truth .

wherever it may lead us; . Tt cannot lead us to mlfchlef fince

utility,’as it regards percipient bemgb, 15 the only bafis of moral -

and political truth,

Dd . SECTION

201

BOOK v,
CHAP.IL,

Szcriox L.

S R s R T L L L L F 2 L S T B L S S o DL e T
L R el L AT T L e AR, S e s E LR T D N i e T T T T s

SN et O R S e Y >

HaalN N

g
rthamr.

-,

. .
'*-':..."".:.c!.‘_’..‘..m,m".f',. iy




AR I R S SRS PR Wy - GRS SUA DR SERE

. Vi Eﬂl’éﬁ: -‘é.'é'a?}%‘ka.;.‘.m.‘; E T T T T T O T LT e = FECR VR TIPS A P e L T

i
B

5
. i
. ' »
i
4
[ 202 ] B MODE OF EFFECTING REVOLUTIONS. 205 ,3
' throw open the temple of fcience and the field of enquiry to all gggllf Ixo d
_ R the world. ' g———w——l-IJ ?
s . : ECTIOM . o
SECTION I . o h b
- ' Thofe inftruménts will always be regardéd by the difcerning ot violence : ;
. . . . . . . . . . !:
MODE OF EFFECTING REVOL UTIONS. . mind as fufpicious, which may be employed with equal profpect ;
' of fuccefs on both fides of every queftion. This confideration 5
PERSUASION THE PROPER INSTRUMENT—NOT VIOLENCE— ﬁxogld make us lookl with averfion upon all refources of violence, :
NOR RESENTMENT.—LATENESS OF EVENT DESIRABLE. . When we defcend into the lifted ficld, we of courfe defert the g
- : vantage ground of trath, and commit the decifion to uncertainty
OX IV O return to the enquiry refpeting the mode of effe&ting and caprice. 'The phalanx of reafon is invulnerable ; it advances
BO . . . . . . .
CHAP. 11. revolutions. 1f no queftion can be more important, there . with deliberate and determined pace; and nothing is able.to
?’Ecrn?‘u - is fortunately no queftion perhaps that admits of a more complete refift it. - But when we lay down our arguments, and take up ‘_\ J-
erfualion i o R, ) . :
the proper in- d fatisfactory general anfier The revolutions of ftates, which ® - ourfwords, the cafe is altered. Amidft the barbarous pomp of A
rument 3 an * - A ] ) ; . . A
aly : i i ould " war and the clamorous din of civil brawls, who can tell whether it
a philanthropift would deﬁx_'e to witnefs, or in whlch_ he w . . ) | civil bravs, ]
illingly co-operate confift principally in a- change of fenti- the event fhall be profperous or miferable ? ',_i;
1w 3 . i . . ‘ . i A N o . [ ‘l.;-
ments and difpofitions in the members of thofe ftates. - The true o o N 4
e e e - : ! d Ve muft therefore ‘carefully diftingui n informing norrefent- 1
inftruments for changing the opinions of men are argument an _ We - . arefully 1_- mgt.uﬂm betwee. informing norse d
fuafion. The beft fecurity for an advantageous iflue is free the people and inflaming them. Indignation, refentment and fury h
erfuafion. . ., . . :
P 1 frcted difcuffion. In that field truth muft "always- aré€ to be deprecated ; and all we fhould afk is fober thought,
and unre * : . L ‘ .. ‘
the fuccefsful champion. 1f then we would improve the g clear difcernment and intrepid difenflion. : "Why were the revo-
I'OVe e - * " ) . - i ’
.‘ }) 1 inftitutions of mankind, we muft write, we muft argue, we lutions of America and France a general concert of all orders and
ocial infti J - : K ] q ) T
& converfe. To this bufinefs there is no clofe; in this pur- . |8 defcriptions of men, without fo much (if we bear in 'mind the
muit converie. . : . . .
it ﬂlouid be no paufe. Every method fhould be em- : multitudes concerned) as almoft a diffentient voice ; while the
uit there ‘ . - . L, ’ . e oo :
loved.—pot fo much pofitively to. allure the attention of man-~ 3 refiftance againft our Charles the firft divided the nation into - a
oycd,— : : ' - » : . - '
ii j:i , perfuafively to invite them to the adoption of our two equal parts ! Becaufe the latter was the affair of the feven-
nd, or o :
i 3on§ as t(; remove every reftraint upon thought, and to. teenth century, and the former happened in the clofe of the .
opinions,— el ! . ) :
P throw: - Dd2 cighteenth, ' L
. {
-[ 7
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flitutions, It fhould be obferved, that the affociations here fpoken
of are ivol'u_nt_ary confederacies of certain members of .th,é fociety
with each other, the tendency of which is to give weight to the
opinions of the perfons fo affociated, of which tlie op.uuons of

the unconfeder'lted and infulated part of the commumty are def-

titute,.
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204 MODE OF EFFECTING REVOLUTIONS. [ 205 ]
g%‘l)\lli,.ll‘i: eighte?nth. Becanfe in the cafe of Ameri_ca and France philo- sé
] SOOI fophy had already developed fome of the great principlés of | :
polifical truth, and Sydney and Locke and Montefquieu and SECTION II. ‘
Rouffeau had convinced a majority of reflecting and powerful i
. - B
minds of the evils of ufurpation. _ If thefe revolutions had hap~ ~ “OF POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS ;
pened ftill later, not one drop of the blood of one citizen would o
have been fhed by the hands of another, nor would the event : _ _ . 5
have been marked fo much perhaps as with one folitary 1nﬁance . MEANING OF THE TERM.-—ASSOCIATIONS OBJECTED TO— E:
~ of violence and confifcation. 1. FROM THE SORT OF PERSONS WITH WHOM A JUST .3
' 'REVOLUT!ON SHOULD ORIGINATE—2. FROM THE DAN-
Laterefs of There are two principles therefore which the man who defires | GEROF TUMULT'_OBJ ECTS OF ASSOCIATION.,—IN WHAT :
Bt ™ he regeneration of his fpecies ought ever to bear in mind, to CASESAADMISSIBLE"“ARGUED FOR FROM THE NECESSITY
regard the improvement of every hour as effential in the difco- TO GIVE WEIGHT TO OPINION—FROM THEIR TENDENCY EE
very and diffemination of truth, and willingly to fuﬂ'er the lapfe . TO ASCERTAIN OPINION. “UNNECESSARY FOR THESE y
of years before he urges the reducing his theory into a&ual exe- ' PURPOSES, —GENERAL INUTILITY. — CONCESSIO\TS'—IM‘ 3 ‘_
cution, With all his caution it is poffible that the impetuous PORTANCE OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATION-———PROPRIETY ’i
multitude will run before the ftill and quiet progrefs of reafon ; oF TEACHNG RESISTANCE CONSIDERED' ) ’;
nor will he ﬁemly pafs fentence upon every revolution that fhall ) é :
by a few years have anticipated the term that wifdom would - A QUESTION naturally fuggeﬁs 1tfelf in this place re- poox1v, } F
have prefcribed.  But, if his caution be firmly exerted, there is fpe&mg the propriety of aﬂ'ocmtions among the PCOPIC at k_._.,CHAI,*_J,' o | 3
no doubt that he will fuperfede many abortive attempts, and con- large, for the purpofe of effeting a change in their ‘political § - gf:a]:;;, f;[fr' ;
the term.
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BOOK IV. titute. This queftion thercfore has nothing in common with that

CHAP.1I. to partake of the privileges of the former. But we fhould be BOOK 1V.

? ’ CHAP. 1L
m other, whether in a well organized ftate every individual would carcful,” while we liften to the undlﬁ:mgulfhmg demands of be- e =
CTION N

not find his place in a deliberative as well as an elefive capacity ;
the fociety being diflributed into diftri@ts and departments, and
each man .pofleffing ar® importance, not meafured by the capri-

cious ftandard of fome accidental confederacy, but by a rule im-

~ partially applieci to every member of the community.

nevolence, that we do not occafion a greater mifchief than that
we undertake to cure.  We fhould be upon our guard againft an
event the confequences- of which are always to be feared, the

propagating' blind zeal, where we meant to propagate reafon,

The ftudious and - refle@ting only can be eﬁzpe&ed to fee

Affociations Relative then to pohncal aﬂ'ocmtlons, as thus e‘:plamed therc deeply into future events, ‘To conceive an order of fociety ;
ohefted tor e two confiderations, wluch, if they, do not afford reafon for‘ tota]!y different from that which is now before our eyes,
undiftinguifhing condemnation, at leaft tend to diminith our and to _]udge of the advantages that would accrue from its infti--
anxiety to their introduétion. tution, are - the prerogatwes only of a'few favoured ‘minds,
. - : S : When thefe advantages have been unfolded by fuperior penetra-- ?
r from the  In the firft place revolutions lefs originate in the energies of _tion, they cannot yet for fome tlme be ekpe&ed to be under- 4
‘f-;':lf {5:;&::1: the peéple at large, than in the conceptions of -pef['ons of fome’ ftood by .the multltude._ Tnne,- readmg and - converfation are. _ ‘i
Ja‘:gnrﬁfgll:ll& degree of ftudy and refletion. 1 fay, originate, for it muft neceffary to render them familiar. - They muft defeend in regu~- 3
originate "be admitted, that they ought ultimately to be determined on by Jar gradatlon from the moft thoughtful to the moft unobfervant.. . l}:
i

 the choice of the whole nation, It is the property of truth to

diffufe itfelf, The difﬁculty is to diﬁinguiﬂl it in the firft

m{’tancc, and in the next to prefent it in that unequivocal form

. which fhall enable 1t to command univeifal affent, _ This muft

neceffarily be the tatk of a few. Society, as it at prefent exifts
in the world, will long be divided into two clafles, thofe who

have leifure for fludy, and thofe whofe 11nportunate neceflities.

perpetuaily urge them to temporary induftry. It is no doubt to

be deﬁrcd that the latter clafs {hould be made as much as poﬁib!e
to

He, that begms with an appcal to-the people, may be fufpe@ed.
to undelﬁand little of the true character of mind. A finifter de--

fign may gain by preapltatzon but‘true wifdom is beft adapted. ‘

‘to a flow, unvarying, 1nceﬁ'ant progrefs..

"Humhan affairs, :through ew;v'ery link of the great" chain of
neceflity,: are admirably harmonifed and 1d'tpted to each’ other.
As the people fmm the laft ftep 'in the progu:fs of truth,

they need leaft preparatlon to induce them to affert it. ~Their

3. S pljejuclices-
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prejudices are few and upon the furface. "They are the higher
orders of focicty, that find, or imagine they find, their advantage
in injuftice, and are eager to invent arguments for its defence,

In fophiftry they firft feek an excufe for their condud, and then

become the redoubted champions of thofe errors which they have

been afliduous to cultivate.. The vulgar have no fuch intereft, and
fubmit to the reign of injuftice from habit only and the want of
refleGtion. They do not want preparation to Teceive the truth,
fo much as examples to embody -it. A very :fhort catalogue of
reafons is fufficient for them, when they fee the generous and
the wife refolved to affert the caufe of juftice. . A very fhort
period is long enough for them to imbibe the -fentiments :of
patriotifm and Liberty. | Con T

Secondly, aflociations muft be formed -with great caution
not to be allied to tumult.” “The conviviality of a feaft may lead
to the depredations of a riot. "While the fympahy of opinion
catches from man to man, efpecially in numerous meetmgs, and
among perfons whofe paffions have not been ufed to the curb of
judgment,- a&tions may be determined -0n, which folitary reflec-
tion would haverejeCted, Thereis nothmg more barbarous, cruel
and blood-thirfty, than the triumph of a mob. Sober thought
ﬂiould always prepare the way to the public affertion of truth.
He, that would be the founder of a republic, thould, - like the

- fielt Brutus, be infenfible to the energies of the moft unpenous

pailions of our nature.
| Upon
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Upon this fubje@ of affociations an obvious diftin@ion is fo BOOK 1V,
be made. Thofe, who arc diffatisficd wich thie governu;;e-]t of w
their country, may aim cither at the corre@ion of old €irors, “or 3‘;::{;‘;‘,,}”'
the counteradting of new encroachments.  Both thefe cLJc&s are wicon

legitimate. Ihe wife and the virtious man ought to fee things

precifely as they are, and judge of the actual conflitution of his

country with the fame impartiality,” as if -he had ﬁlnply read of
it in the remoteft page of hiftory. L

Thele two objects may be entitled to a different treatment. -Th‘: In what cafes
firft ought undoubtedly to proceed with a leifurely ftep and in all wmilibie
poflible tranquillity. The fecond appears to require fomethmg
more of aQivity. Tt is. the charateriftic of iruth, to trut much
to its own energy, and to refift 1nvaﬁon rather by the force of
conviction than the force of arms, .'The individual opprefled
{eems however partlcularly entitled to our aﬁiﬁance, and this can
beﬁ: be aﬁ'orded by. the concurrence of many The cafe may e,
quire an early and unequwocal dxfplay of opinion, and this- per-
haps will afford an apology for. fome fort of aﬂ"ocntton, provided

it be condu@ed with all poﬂible attention to peaceablenefs and
good order.

 Fe ‘
W arguments can be of equal importance mth that which we Argued for

arc here difcuffing, Few ml[’cakes can be more to be deplored ig?:;‘;inc

than that Wthh fhould : induce "us to employ 1mmoral and in- f‘:‘sp‘;ﬁf‘l‘“

Jurious methods for the fupport of a good caufe, "It may’ be
Ee " alledged,
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alledged, * that affociation is the only expedient for arming the

fenfe of the country againft the arts of its oppreflors.” Whyarm?

Why {pread a reftlefs commotion over the face of a nation, which

may lead to the moft deftructive confequences? Why feek to.

beftow upon truth a weight that is not her own? a weight that
muft always produce fome obliquity, fome blind and unen-
lightened zeal? In attempting prematurely to anticipate- the
conqueft of truth, we fhall infallibly give birth to deformity
and abortion. If we have patience to wait her natural progrefs,
and to affift her calllfe by no arguments that are not worthy of
her, the event will be both certain and illuftrious.

A fimilar anfwer will fugge[’c itfelf to the objeGion, ¢ that
a{Toc1atlons are neceffary unequivocally to afcertain the opmlon
of the people.” What fort of opinion is that,’ _whlch thus ftands
in need of fome fudden violence to obhge it to flart from its
hiding-place ? The fentiments of mankind are then only eqm—
vocal in external appearance, when they are unformed and un-
éertain in the conception. When once the individual knows his

own meaning, its fymptoms will- be clear and unequlvocal Be

not precipitate. If the ernbryo fentiment at prefent exifting in
my mind be true, “there is hope that it will gain firength by
time. If you with to affift its growth, let it be by inftrution,
not by -attempting - to pafs that {fentiment for mine which ‘you
only wifh to be fo. If the opinion of -the people be not: ‘known

to-day, it will not fail to thew-itfelf to-morrow. If ‘the oPmmn
' ' of

. .
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OF POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS.

of the people be not known to-day, itis becaufe that which you BOOK v.

would have fuppofed to be their opinion is not fufficiently their -
oplmon. You might ‘as well think of hiding the inhabitants of
England, - concealing . their towns and. their cultivation, and
making their country :pafs for a'defert, as of concealing their
real and deliberate fentiment.

Thefe are the expedients of men who do not know that truth 1{; Gcncral in-

omnipotent. It may appear to die for a time, but it will not
fail to revive with freth vigour. - If it have ever failed to. . pro-
duce gradual convittion, it is becaufe it has been told in a
meagre, an obfcure or a pufillanimous manner. Ten pages that
fliould conta/n an abfolute demonftration of the true iptg;¢ﬁ§ of

mankind .in fociety “could no otherwife be prevented from

, changiﬁg the face of the globe, than by the literal deftru€ion of

the papcr on which they were wriiten. It would become us to

that we did not know th_ey con;amed qdemon_ﬁra_txon.

Such are the reafonings that fhould decide upon our abfira@ Concefions.

opinion of every cafe of affociation that comes before us. But,

‘though from hence it fhould fufficiently appear that affociation is

fearcelyin any cafe to bedefired, there are confiderations that (hould
Jead us fometimes to judge it with moderatlon and forbearance,
"There is one mode, according to which the beueﬁt of mankind

Ee2 may
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.SeeTion HI,

Importance
of focial com-
munication.

OF POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS,

may beft be promoted, and which ought always to be employed
But mankind are imperfe&t beings,'and: there are certain: errors
of his fpecies which a wife man will be inclined to rcgard with
mdulgence., ‘Affociations, as:a meafure. mtrmﬁcally wrong, he
will endeavour- at ‘leaft to- poftpone as long as he can. < But it
muft not be diffembled that in the crifis ofa revolution:théy will
fometimes be unavoidable, While opmlon is advancing with

filent ftep, imagination and zeal may - be expelted: fomewhat 0

outrun her progrefs. Wifdom' will be anxious to hold them at
bay'; ‘and, /i her votaries be many; fhe 'will be able todo this -

long enough to prevent :tragical confequences. ~But, when :the.

caﬂ: is thrown, when' the declaration is made and me.vocable,
fhe will not fail, be the confufion’ greater or lefs;" to take the
fide of truth,- andforward her reign by the beﬁ means’ that the

neceﬂity ofthe cafe willadmit.” = .- - oo
taois S .- s.i-'. R, _’.v::Ii"J ..'".'.E '..}.""

7 But, though ‘affociation, ‘in ‘the’ 'received  fenfe’ of ‘that'term,
mauft be granted to be an mﬁrument of a very dangerous nature,
it fhould be’ ‘reimembered that unreferved commumcatwn ina
{maller circle, and efpecially among perfons who are already
aw*xkened to the purfuit of truth, is of unqueﬁlonable advamage.
There is at prefent in the’ world'a cold referve that keeps man
at a diftance from ‘man. There is an art.in the. pradtice . of
which individuals communicate for ever, without amy one telling
his neighbour what eftimate he fhould form of his attainments

and chara&er, how thcy ought to be employed, and how to be
’ improved.

e TR S R T R T R AR R
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improved There is a fort of domeftic ta@ics, the obje& :aof
‘which is to infiruét us to clude curiofity, and' to keep up the
tenour of converfatlon, without the difclofure ecither of our
f;ehngs_ or our opinions. The philanthropift has no object more
deeply at heart than the annthilation of this duplicity and re-
ferve. No man can'have much kindnefs for his fpecies, who

does not habituate himfelf to confidér upon each’ fucceffive occa-

. fion of focial intercourfe how that occafion maiy be moft benefi~

cently improved, Among the topics to which he will be anxious

to awaken attention, politics will occupy a ‘principal fhare. -

Books have by their very. nature but a- limited. operation ;
though, on account of  their permanence, their methodical dif-
qu1ﬁtlon, and- their “eafinefs “of - accefs, they are .entitled to the
foremoft ,»placc. . But. their efficacy ‘ought not to engrols our
conﬁdence. 7 The number of thofe by. whom reading is negle&-
ed i 1s excecdmgly great.. Books to thofe by. whom they are read
have a fort of conﬁltutlonal coldnefs, " 'W e rcvu:w the '1rguments
of an *infolent i mnovator with fullennefs, and are unwﬂlmg to’
ﬁretch our minds to take in all their force, Itis with difli culty that
we obtam the courage of ftriking into untrodden p'tths, and quef
tioning tenets that have been generally received: But converfation
accuftoms us to hear a variety of fentiments, obliges us to exercife
patience and attention;and gives freedom and clafticity to our men-
taldifquifitions. A thinking man, if he will recolle@ his intelletual
* hiftory, will find that he has derived ineftimable advantage from
the {hmulus and furprife of colloquial fuggeftions;. and, ;f he

Teview
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review the hiftory of literature, will perceive that minds of great

e— acutenefs and ability have commonly exifted in a clufter,

Tt follows that the promoting of the beft interefts of mankind
eminently depends "upon the freedom of focial communication.
Let us.imagine to ourfelves a number of individuals, who, having
firlt ftored their minds with reading and refleion, proceed
afterwards in candid and unreferved converfation to compare
thelr .ideas, to fuggeft their doubts, to remove their difficulties,
and to culiivate a collected and firiking manner of delivering
their fentiments, Let us fuppofe thefe men, prepared by mu-
tual' iﬁtercourfe, to go forth to the wotld, ‘to "explain with" fuc-
cm&neis and fimplicity, and in a mannef well calculated to-arreft
attention, the true prmmples of focwty “Liét ‘us fuppofe their
hearers inftigated in their turn to repeat thefe truths to thelr
companions. We thall then have an idea’ of knowledge as per.
petually gaining ground unaccompamed with peril in the means
of its diffufion. Reafon will fpread itfelf; and not a’brute and
unintelligent fympathy D:fcuﬂlon perhaps never exifts with fo
much vigour and utility as in the converfauon of two perfons.
It may be carried on with advantage in fmall and- friendly
focieties. Does the fewnefs of their numbers: imply the ranty
of their exiftence? Far otherwife: the time perhaps will come
when fuch inftitutions will be univerfal. Shew to mankind bya
few examples the advantages of political difcuffion undebauched
by political enmity and vehemence, and the beauty of the fpec-

tacle will foon render the example contagious. Every man will
- . - commune

R

OF POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS,
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commune with his neighbour, Every man will be cager to tell BOOK IV.

CHAP, IL

and to hear what the intereft of all requires them to know. ‘———

The bolts and fortifications of the temple of truth will be re-
moved. The craggy fteep of fcience, which it was before difficult
to afcend, will be levelled with the pluin; Knowledge will be ac-
ceffible to all. 'Wifdom will be the inheritance of man, from
which none will be excluded but by their own. heedleffnefs and
prodigality. If thefe ideas cannot cornpletely be reahfed till
the inequality of conditions and the tyranny of government are
rendered fomewhat lefs oppreflive, this affords no reafon againft
the fetting afloat fo generous a fyftem. The improvement of

individuals and the melioration of political inftitutions. are -

deftined muma[ly to produce and reproduce cach other, . Truth,
and above all political truth, is not hard of acquifition, but from
the fupercdxoufnefs of ‘its profeﬂ‘ors. It has been flow and
tedious of improvement, becaufe the ﬂudy of it has been rele-
gated to do@ors and civilians. Tt has produced little effe& upon’
the prattice of mankind, becaufe it has not been allowed a plain

-

‘and dire& appeal to their underﬂandmgs. Remove thefe obfta-

cles, render- it the common property, bring it into- daily ufe

- : ) ?
and you may reafonably promife yourfelf confequences of the
moft ineftimable value, |

But thefe confequences are the property only of independent

and .impartial difcuflion. If once the unambitious and candid-

circles “of enquiring men be fwallowed up in the’infatiate gulf
of nmfy affemblies, the opportumty of improvement is inftantly

4 annihilated,

SecrroxIIi.
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OF POLITICAL ASSOGIATIONS.

annihilated. The happy varicties of fentiment” which fo emi-
nentiy contribute to mtellc&u..d acutenels are loft. A&ivity of
thought is fhackled by the fear that our affociates thould difclaim
us. A fallacious uniformity of opinion is ploduccd which no
man efpoufes from conv iGtion, but which carries all men along
with a refiftlefs tide. Clubs, in the old Englifh fenfe, that is,
the periodical meeting of fmall and independent circles, may
be admitted to fa'l within the line of thefe principles. - But they
ceafe to be admiffible, when united with the tremendous appa=
ratus of articles of canfederacy and committees of correfpond-.
ence. Human beings fhould meet together, not to enforce,
but- to enquire, Truth difclaims the alliance "of marthalled

numbers, .

It feems fcarcely ‘neceflary to "add, that the mdwtduals who -

are engaged in the tranfaltions here cenfured, have frequently
been inftigated by the beft intentions, -and informed ‘with the

.moft liberal views. It would be in the higheft degree un_]uf’t if

their undertakings fhould be found of dangerous tendency, to
snvolve the authors in indiferiminate cenfure. for. confequences

which they did not forefee. But at the fame time, in propor-.
tion to the purity of their views and the foundnefs of their.

principles, it were earneftly to be defired that they would
ferioufly refleét on the means they employ. 1t would be deeply
to be lamented, if thofe who were the trueft friends to the wel-
fare of mankind, fhould come, by the mjud;cmufnefs of their

conduCt to ranl. among its enemics, _
"From

TR TS ST TR RTINS
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OF POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS.

From what has been faid it is fufficiently evident, that no alarm
can be more groundlefs, than that of violence and precipitation
from the enlightenéd advocates of political juftice. There is
however another obJeEtlon which has been urged againft them,
built upon the fuppofed me\pedlency of inculeating upon the peo-
ple at large the propriety of occafional refiftance to the authority
of government. * Obedience,” fay thefe objectors *¢is the rule;
refiftance the exception. Now what can be more prepofterous,
than perpetually to infift with all the pomp of eloquence upon
an expedient, to which only an e*ctremc neceflity can oblige us
to have recourfe* }”

It has already been fhewn that obedience, that is, a furrender
of the underftanding to the voice of authority, is a rule to which
it can never be creditable to human beings to conform. ‘Tran-

quillity indecd, a ftate in which a man fhall leat be difturbed

in the exercife of his private judgment by the interpofition of
violence, is an obje&t we fhould 'conﬁantly endeavour to promote ;-

but this ‘tranquillity the principles here inculcated Imve little
tendency to difturb,

There is certainly no truth which it can be for the general
interet to conceal, It muft be confefled indeed, that a fingle

= This argument, nearly in the words here employed, may be found in
Hume’s Effay on Paffive Obedience. Effays, Part IT, Effay xiii.

Ff ‘ truth
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BOCK IV. truth may be fo detached from the feries to which it belongs, as, — g
il 1d, to 1 he nature of falthood. But this §
W arately told, to have the nature of falfhood. §
Szerioxlll. when fep y ? . . s e SECTION 1V, E
is by no means the cafe in the prefent inftance. To inform -
mankind of thofe general principles upon which all political in- '”

flitutions ought to be built, is not to diffufe partial information. N - OF THE SPECIES OF REFORM T0 BE DESIRED.
To difcover to them their true interefls, and lead them to conceive i _ . |
of a ftate of fociety more uncorrupt and more equitable than e OUGHT IT TO BE PARTIAL OR ENTIRE !—TRUTH MAY : ‘
. . i
that in which they live, is not to inculcate fome rare exception NOT BE PARTIALLY TAUGHT.—PARTIAL REFORMA- o
to a general rule. If there be any government which muft be TION CONSIDERED.—OBJECTION,—ANSWER,—PARTIAL %
:ndebted for its perpetuity to ignorance, that government is the | « REFORM INDISPENSIBLE,—NATURE OF A JUST ‘REVOLU- J
curfe of mankind. In proportion as men are made to under- i TION—HOW DISTANT ? - i

ftand their true interefls, they will conduét themfelves wilely,

both when they a& and when.they forbear, and their conduct YHERE is one more queftion which cannot fail occa~ BOOKIV.
' CHAP. II.

will therefore promifé the moft advantageous iffue. . He, whofe g : fionally to fuggeft itfelf to the advocate of focial reform~ ‘“———~

. . . Lo * . . SECTION l‘F‘ £ 1
mind has carefully been inured to the dictates of reafon, is of all. ation.  Ought we to defire to fee this reformation introduced s 1
men leaft likely to convert into the rafh and headftrong invadex

201
in b

. . . be partial o
gradually or at once ?’ Neither fide of this dilemma prefents cathe?

us with the proper expedient.

St e g

of the genera! weal..

i No projet can be more injurious to the caufe of truth, than Trethmay

5 . _ _not be par- :

that of prefenting it imperfe@tly and by parcels to the attention  tially tauglit. :
of mankind, Seen in its juft light, the eﬁ'cé't‘pl"oducéd cannot -

fail to be confiderable ;"but, fhewn in fome partial and imperfe& , :
way, it will- afford a thoufand advantages to its adverfarics.” | : ‘1
Many objeions will feem plaufible, which a full view of-the
{ubject would have diffipated. Whatever limits truth is error; -

, and of confequence fuch a limited view cannot fail to include a ' 13
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" Partial re-
formation
confidered,

Objeétion.

Anfwer.

OF THE SPECIES OF

confiderable mixture of error. Many ideas may be excellent as
parts of a great whole, which, when violently torn from their
connection, will not only ceafe to be excellenf, but may in fome
cafes become pofitively injurious, In this war of pofts and
{kirmifhes victory will perpetually appear to be doubtful, and
men will either be perfuaded, that truth itfelf is of little value,
or that human intelle& is fo marrow as to render the difcovery

of truth a hopelefs purfuit.

- It may be alledged, that “one of the confiderations -of
greateft influence in human affairs is that of the gradual decline
of ill things. to worfe, till at length the mifchief, having proceed-
ed to its higheft climax, can maintain itfelf no longer. - The
argument in favour of {ocial improvement would lofe much of
its relative energy, if the opportunity of a fecret comparifcn of
poffible good with actual evil were taken away.  All partial
reforms are of the nature of palliatives. They ikin over the
‘difeafed part inftead of extirpating .the difeafe. By giving a

- fmall benefit, perhaps a benefit’ only in appedrance, they cheat
us of the fuperior good we ought to have demanded. By -

furipping error of a part of its enormities, they give it freth
.e A - _

vigour and a longer duration.”

. We muft be cautious however of pufhing this argument too
far. To fuppofe that truth ftands in abfolute need of a foil,
or that fhe cannot produce full conviction by her native light, is

A ) a con-
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R-EF-ORM.,TO_BE 'DESIRED..

aconception unworthy of her enlightened advocates. The true
folution will probably be found in the-accurately diftinguithing

the fources of reform. Whatever reform, general or partial; fhall

be fuggefted to the community at large by an unmutilated view
of the fubjet, ought to be feen with fome degree of complacency.
But a reform, that fhall be offered us by\ thofe whofe intereft is
fuppofed to lie in the perpetuating of abufe, and the intention of
which is Tather to give permanence to error by divefting it of. its

moft odious features, is little entitled .to our countenance. 'The

true principle of focial improvement lies in the correQing public

opinion. Whatever .reform is ftolen upon the community un-
regarded, and does not fpontaneoully flow from the energy of
the general mind, is .unworthy of congratulation. It is in
this refpe& with nations as with ‘individuals. : He that " quits a
vicious habit, not” from reafon-and conviction, but becaufe his
appetites no longer folicit him to its indulgence, does not deferve
the epithet of virtuous. The obje& it becomes us to purlue is,

to give vigour to public opinion; not to fink it into liftleflnefs

~ and indifference.

‘When partial reformation proceeds from its legitimate cauﬁ'e,'

the progrefs fociety has made in‘the acquifition df trutl-f,r

it may frequently becatitled to our applaufe. Man is the

creature of habits, Gradual improvement is a moft confpicuous

law of his nature, “When therefore fome confiderable advantage

is fufficiently underflood by the community to induce them to
- defire
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OF THE SPECIES OF

defire its eftablithment, that cftablithment will afterwards reaét

—\—— to the enlightening of intellett and the gencrating of virtue. Tt

S=criox 1V,

Nature of 2
jult revolu-
tion.

is natural for us to take our’ ftand upon fome leading truth, and

from thence explore the regions we have fiill to traverfe.
There is indeed a fenfe in which gradual improvement is the

only alternative between reformation and no reformation. -~ All

human intelle@s are at fea upon the great ocean of infinite truthy’

and their voyage though :attended with hourly advantage will
never be at an end.
devifed a reformation fo complete, as fhall need no’ farther: re-
formation to render it more complete, we fhall eternally "remain

in ina&ion. Whatever is fairly underfiood upon general prin-

ciples by a confiderable part of thé community, and oppofed by.

none or by a very few, may be confidered as fufficiently npe for
execution. ' '

To recapltu]atc the principal obje@ of this chapter, I would
once again repeat, that violence may fuit the plan of any pohucal

partifan, rather than of him that pleads the caufe of fimple juf-

~ tice. 'There is even a fenfe in which the reform aimed at by the

o, uﬁ,ammwmhquﬁmﬁxm e

true politician may be affirmed to be lefs a gradual than an entire

one, without contradiQing the former pofition. The complete re-

formation that 'is wanted, is not inflant but future reformation.
It can in reality fcarcely be confidered as of the nature of acion.
It confifts in an univerial illumination. Men fecl their ﬁtm-

7 . tion,

-

Py traacgale

If therefore we will ftay till we fhall have:

-

REFORM TO BE DESIRED,
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tion, and the reftraints, that fhackled them before, vanifh like a BOOK 1V,

mere deception. When the true crifis fhall come, not a fivord

will need 1o be drawn, not a finger to be lifted up.  The adver-
faries will be too few and:too fecble to dare to make a fland

againft the. umverfal fenfe of mankind,

CHAD. L
SzcTion 1V,

Nor do thefe ideas imply, as at firlt fight they might feem to How diftant?

imply, that the revolution is at an immeafurable diftance. It is
of the nature of human affairs that great changes thould appear
to be fudden, and great difcoveries to be made unexpetedly,
and as it were by accident. In forming the mind of a young
perfon, in endeavouring to give a new bent to that of a perfon
of maturer years, I fhall for along time feem to have produced
little effe&t,  and the fruits will thew themfclves when I leaft ex-
pected them. The kingdom of truth comes not with oftentation.
The feeds of virtue may appear to perifh before they germinate...

To recur oncé mere to the example of France, the works of
her great pohncal writers fecmed for a long time to- produce little
profpe& of any practical effect. Helvetius, one of the lateft; in a
work publifhed after his death in 1771, laments in pathetic firains-

the hopelefs condition of his country. * In the hiftory of cvcry

people, fays he, © tere are momcnts, in which, uncertain of

the fide they fhall choofe, and’ balanced between pohncal good
and evil, they feel a defire to be infiructed ; in which the foil, fo

to exprefs myfelf, is in fome manner prepared, and may eafily be:

impregnated

stitusdmey sonispocteiomend
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OF THE SPECIES OF"

BOOK 1V. jmpregnated with the dew of truth. At fuch a moment the pub-

CHAP. IL
8 R
SecTinx V.

lication of a valuable book may give birth to the moft aufpicious
reforms: but, when that moment is no more, the nation, become
infenfible to the beft motives, is by the nature of its government
plunged deeper and deeper in ignorance and ftupidity. The foil
of intellet is then hard and impenetrable; the rains may fall,
may fpread their moifture upon- the furface, but’the profpe& of
fertility is gone. - Such is the condition of France. - Her pef)ple
are become the contempt of Europe. ~ No falutary crifis fhall ever

reftore them to liberty®.”

-

Bt in fpite of thefe melancholy predictions, the work of re-
novation was in continual progrefs; The American revolufion
gave the finifhing firoke, and only fix years elapfed between the.
completion of American liberty and the commencement of -the

French revolution. Will a term longer than this be neceflary,

’ - o . - : - g
* ¢ Dans chaque natisn il ¢ft des momens ok les citayensy incertains du parti gu'ils
doivent prendre, et fifpendus entre un bon et un matvois gouvernementy éprouvent la
Ay s - r - . a .

[oif de Pinflrutlion, cit Jes efprits, Ji je Dofe dire, prépares et ameublis peuvent étre fa

cilernent pinétrés de la rofie de Ia virité. Qilen ce moment un bon ouvrage paroiffe,

| il peut operer d’heureufes véformes : mais cet inflant paffé, les citoyens, infenfibles & la

gliire, fint par la forme de lenr gonvernement invinciblement entraines vers Pigigrance
’ j . * N - -

¢t Pabruiffement.  dAlors les efprits font la terre endurcie : Peau de la virité y tombe,

y couley mais fans la féconder. " Tel ¢ft Pitat de la France. Cette nation avilie ¢ft au-

. jourd'bui Iz mépric de ¥ Eurcpe. Nulle crife falutaire ne lui vendra la liberté?

De I'Homme, Préface.

before

PR T sk T A et L TR PR R

REFORM-TQ BE DESIRELED.

before France, the moft refined and confiderable nation in the
world, will lead other nations to imitate and improve upon her
plan?  Let the true friend of man be inceffant in the propaga-
tion of truth, and vigilant to counteract all the caufes that might
difturb the regulacity of. her progrefs, and he will have every
teafon to hope an early and a favourable event,
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. . CHAP. IL

OF TYRANNICIDE.

TONS ON THIS SUBJECT.,—~ARGUMENT IN-

ITs VINDICA:I‘.ION.-.-—THE DESTRUCTION: OF A. TYRANT

NOT A CASE OI-“EX(_:EPTION.-——C.ONSEQ_[JENCES OF. TYRAN~-

NICIDE.—ASSASSINATION DESCRIBED-:—*IMPORTANCE OF.

SINCERITY..

' (lI_IESTION,'_conue&ed'witH the mode of effe&ting re—
A volutions, and: which Has  been - eagerly difcuffed among:
political reafoners, is that of tyrannicide. The moralifis of anti--

quity warmly contended for the la\\'fulnefs'of this prattice; by

the moderns it-has generally been condemned. .

s favour- are builf upen-a:very obvious:

The arguments in. it _ |
be adminiftered.. Upon:

-principle.. © ]gﬂ’cice ought univerfally to

Jefler. criminals it is-done, or. pretended. to be done, by the laws.
ut.criminals by whom law is fubverted, and -

of the community.. B

who overturn the liberties of ‘mankind, are out of the reach of the .

ordinary adminiftration of juftice.

niftered in fubordinate cafes, and the rich man be able to opprefs.
o the.

1‘.

If juftice be. partially -admi--

BiCE
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- is ripe for the aflertion and maintenance of its liberty, or it is'not.

OF TYRANNICIDE any

‘the poor with impunity, it muft be admitted that a few cxan.‘v;p'les gg?\% ﬁ,!
of this fort are infufficient to authorife the laft appeal of human ‘————
beings.  But no man will deny that the cafe of the ufurper and

the defpot is of the moft atrocious nature. In this inftance, all -

the provifions of civil policy being fuperfeded, and juftice poi-

foned at the fource, every man is left to execute for himfelf the

_decrees of eternal equity.”.

" It may however be doubted whether the deftrution -of a ty~ The dcfiruc-

. . - . . . tion of a ty-
rant be in any refpet a cafe of exception from the rules proper rant not a

to be obferved upon ordinary occafions. The t);rgmt has cer- :;1‘;0 fexeep:
tainly no parti_cu_far fanttity annexed to his perfon, and may be
killed with .as little fcruple ‘as.any-other man, when the objeét is
that of repelling immediate violence. - In all other cafes, the ex~

tirpation 'of the offender by a felf-appointed authority, does not

.apf:ézir to be the proper mode of -cogntcrzi&ipg'injuﬁige. _ |

For, firf}, either the nation, whofe tyrant you would defiroy,

of tyranni-
cide.

Tf it be, the tyrant-ought to be depofed -with every.appearance

.of publicity. Nothing can be more improper, than for an affair,

interefting ‘to the general weal, to be conduced as if it were an
act.of darknefs and thame. It is an ill leffon’ we read to man-
‘kind, when a prcceéding, built -upon the broad bafis of general
juftice, is permitted to fhrink from public ferutiny. - The piftol
-and ‘the dagger may as eafily be made thie auxiliaries of vice as
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OF TYRANNICIDE,

BOOK 1V. of virtue. 'T'o profcribe all violence; and neglet no means of

CHAP, 111

Affaffination
defcribed.

*—— information and impartiality, is the moft effe@tual fecurity we
can have for an iffue conformable to the voice of reafon and

truth,

If the nation be miot ripe for a ftate of freedom, the man,

who affumes to himfelf the right of interpofing violence, may in-

1 ain de-~
deed fhew the fervour of his conception, and gain a cert

gree of notoriety. Fame he will not gain, for mankind at pre=

{ent ve
will inflié& new calamities on his country.
If the attempt prove abortive,

“The confequences

of tyrannicide are well known.
it venders the tyrant ten times more bloody, ferocious, and cruel

than before. Ifit fucceed, and the tyranny he reftored, it pro-

duces the fame effect upon his fucceflors.
potifm fome folitary virtues may fpring up. " But in them

plots and confpira

love, nor humanity.

Secondly, the true merits of the quefhon will be flill farther

underftood, if we refle& on the nature of affaffination. The

miftake, which has been incurred upon this fubje&; is to be im-~

puted pnnc1pally to the fuperficial view that has been taken of

it
windings; and obferved his perpetual alarm left truth fhould be-
come known, they would p

. 4 in

gard an a& of this fort with merited abhorrence ; and he -

In the climate of def="
dft of ‘

cies there is neither truth, nor confidence, nor

If its advocates had followed the confpirator through all his

robably have been lefs indifcriminate’
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- compofes every feature the better to deceive.-

. fumes to know his neighbour’s intention. .

_confirmation.

OF TYRANNICIDE.

in their applaufe. No adtion can be imagined more dirc&ly at

Like all
that is moft odious in the catalogue of vices, it delights in obfeu--

war with a principle of ingenuoufnefs and candour.

rity. It thrinks from the penetrating eye of wifdom, It avoids:

all queftion, and hefitates and trembles before the queftioner. . It
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ftruggles for a tranquil gaiety, and is only complete where there -

is the moft perfect hypocrify. It changes the ufe of fpeech, and .
h Imagiﬁe to your-

felf the confplrators, kneeling at the feet -of Cafar, as they did

the moment before ‘they deftroyed him, - Not all the virtue of*
Brutus can five thiem from your _mdlgnatlon. .

There cannol: be a Better inftance than that c;f wluch we are
treanng, to prove the 1mportance of gen: ml ﬁnccnt) We fee in
this example, that an- 'u‘.hon, which has’ beenundertaken from
the beft- motives, may by a defet in this partlcular tend to over-
turn the very foundations of juftice and happinefs.
there is aflafination, there is-an end .to all confidence among
men. Protefts and afleverations go for nothing. . No man pre- -
The boundaries, that
have hitherto ferved to dividé virtue and vice, are gone. The -

true intereflts of mankind require, not- their removal, but their -

fomething evident and true, will grow and expand in proportion -
as thefe indications are more clear and unequivocal, and could :
not exift for a2 moment, if they were deftroyed.

CHAP.

Wherever -

Impurtance
of fincerity, .

All morality proceeds upon the affumption of .
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5 S SECTION I :
CHAP IV, T
OF ABSTRACT OR GENERAL TRUTH. i
OF THE CULTIVATION OF TRUTH. L - .
R ) _:\: . . .E.
ITS IMPORTANCE A8 CONDUCING—TO OUR INTELLECTUAL-
:BOOXK 1V. ERHAPS there cannot be a fubje&t of greater political 1MPROVEMENT—TOOUR MORAL IMPROVEMENT.—VIRTUE. i
"E-—\,-—JHA_P ks importance, or better calculated-to lead us'in fafety through - THE BEST SOURCE OF HAPPINESS.—PROVED BY COMPARI- :
the mazes of controverfy, than that of the value of truth. "Truth. -.SON—BY ITS MANNER OF ADAPTING ITSELF TO ALL. ;
- . SITUATIONS—BY ITS UNDECAYING EXCELLENCE—CAN-. i
‘may be confidered by us, either abftraGtedly, as it relates to ccrtam ;
Qicall ¢ relates NOT BE EFFECTUALLY PROPAGATED BUT BY A CULTI=-- 5
_general and unchangeable pprinciples, or prattically, as i - _
o the daily incidents and ordinary commerce of human life. "VATED. :MIND,——IMPORTANCE : OF GENERAL  TRUTH. TO:
OUR POLITICAL IMPROVEMENT.: . - _ . :
In whmhever of thefe views we confider it, the more deeply we { _ : | . !
35 - meditate its nature and tendency, the more fhall we be ftruck _ £ 3
5 swith its unrivalled importance. - . _ - BSTRACTEDLY confidered, 1t conduces to the perfe&mn (1:31.?25 ]?{r
) of our underftandmgs, our.virtue.and our pohucal ‘infts S =
&3 R . ecrioxN I.
j - tutlons. ot o . lts import-
k- "g ] . _, : . - o BT . . R . ance as con- .|
<5 i . \ T ’ o . T . ducing ;
’:‘." : ) B - : & “Th'the dlfcovery and knowledge of truth. is ‘comprifed all that’ Itoécllur[mtel--
5 ' - S T ectual im-
5 5 - which an lmparual and reﬂec’.hng mind is accu{’tomed to admire, .. prosement :
& : : e '
B ‘ S It-is not 'poﬁible for- us.fenouﬁy to doubt concernmg the pre- : ]
B R R - ’ w ' : B - T . lee - . . . Ty o oqe T w ]
S_g; B B  ference of a' capacious and.ardent intelligence over the limited: £
' . - - . o L L ) . . s A f
is perceptions of a'brute,: ~All that we can imagine of angels and. :
% .- Gods confifts-in fuperior wifdom. Do you fay in power alfo?. f
B ) - ] It. will prefently appear ‘that wifdom is power,. The truths of By
"t _ : 2 ) . : b
) . . A ‘ 4 i - 2
. : - SECTION general: 2
- i
] 3
P . ;1
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BOOK IV. general mature, thofe truths which preceded, either fubftantially

APV, g
CLH—:v-—"’ or in the nature of things, the particular cu’tcnces that fur

Srevion © round us, and are independent of them all, are inexhaufiible,
- Is it poffible that a knowledge of thefe truths, the truths of ma-
thematics, of metaphyfics and morals, the truths which; accord-
ing to Plato’s conception #_taught the creator of the world the
 pature of his materials, the refult of his operations,- the - confe-
quences of all poffible fyftems in all their detail, fhould not exalt
and elevate the mind ? The truths of particular nature, the hif-
tory of man, the charalters and* propcnﬁtles .of human -be-
ings, the procefs of our own minds, the capacity-of our natures,
are fcarcely lefs valuable. The reafon they are fo will beft ap-
pear if we - confider, - fecondly, the tendency -of truth in con-

ducing to the perfeQion of our virtue,

toowrmorall Virtue cannot exift-in .an eminent degree, unaccompanied by
umcmcm' an .extenfive furvey of caufes and their confequences, fo.that,
“having ftruck an accurate balance between the mixed benefits

| .and injuries that for the prefent adhere to all human affairs, we

may. adopt that condu& which leads to the greateft poffible, ad-

vantage, If there be fuch a thing as virtue, it muft admit; of
degrees. Ifit admit of degrees, he muft be moft virtuous, who
choofes with the foundeft judgment the gréateft poflible good of
his fpecies. But, in order to choofe the greateft poffible good,

* See the Parmenides.

he
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he muft be deeply acquainted with the nature of man, its gene- ggg‘l‘, N
ral features and its varietics. In order to execute it, he muft &“Tc?;_f}
have conﬁdered all the inftruments for impreffing mind, and

the different modes of applying thém, and muft know exattly

the proper moment for bringing thém into adtion. In what-

ever light we confider virtue, whether we place it in the a&ion

or the difpofition, its degree muft be intimately connected with

- the degree of knowledge. No man can love virtue fufhiciently,

who has not an acute and lively perception of its beauty, and.

its tendency to produce the only folid and permanent happinefs,

What comparifon can be made between the virtue of Soctates

and that of a Hottentot or a Siberian? A humorous example

how univerfally this truth has been perceived might be drawn
“from Tertullian, who, as a father of the church, was obliged to

maintain the hollownefs and infignificance of pagan virtues, and
accordingly aflures us,  that the moft ignorant peafant under the -
Chriftian difpenfation poffefled more real knowledge than the

wifeft of the ancient philofophers *.”

~

We fhall be ftill more fully aware of the conne@ion between | Virtue the

virtue and knowledge, if we confider that the higheft cmploy- bad fouice

of}lappinc fs5:
ment of virtue is to propagate itfelf, Virtue alone is happinefs.. proved hy

The happinefs of a brute that fpends the greater part of his life- "

‘in liftleflnefs and {leep, is but one remove from the happinefs of

a plant that is full of fap, vigour and nutrition, 'The happinefs

* Apologia, Cap, xlvi. Sec this fubjett farther puri’uéd in Apperidix, No. I.
. Hh
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234 OF THE CULTIVATION

v, of a man who purfues licentious pleafure is momentary, and his
ST intervals of wearinefs and difguft perpetual.  He fpeedily wears
himfelf out in his fpecious carcer ; and, every time that he em-
ploys the means of delight which his corporeal exiftence affords
him, takes fo much from his capacity of enjoyment.- If he be
wife enough like Epicurus to perceive a part of thefe difad-
vantages, and to find in frefh herbs and the water of the fpring
the trueft gratification of his appetite, he will be obliged to feek
fome addition to his flock of enjoyment, and like Epicurus to
become benevolent out of pure. fenfuality. But the virtuous
man has a perpetual fource of enjoyment. The only reafon on
account of which the truth of this affertion was ever contro-

verted, is, that men have not underftood what it was that con-

flituted virtue.

Tt is impoffible that any fituation can occur in which virtue
cannot find room to expatiate, In fociety there is continual

opportunity for its adtive employment. I cannot have inter-

by its manner
of adapting
iticlf to all
fituations :

courfe with any human being who may not be the better for

that intercourfe. If he be already juft and -virtuous, thefe qua-
lities are improved by communication. It is from a fimilar
pr1nc1p1e that it has been obferved that great geniufes have
" ufually exifted in a clufter, and have been awakened by the fire
firuck into them by their neighbours. If he be’ imperfe and
erroneous, thére muft be always fome prejudice I may “contri=

bute to deftroy, fome motive to delineate, fome error to remove..

v If
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OF TRUTH.

If I be prejudiced and imperfect myfelf, it cannot howéver happen
that my prejudices and imperfeQions fhall be exaétly coincident
.jvith his. I may therefore inform him of the truths that I know
‘and even-by the collifion of . prejudices truth is elicited. ,
‘impoffible ‘that I fhould ftrenuoufly apply myfelf to his mind
with-'fincere motives of benevolence without ‘fome good being
'the-lefult'. In folitude I
-may accumulate the materials of focial benefit. No fituation cann
:be::fo> defperate ‘as to preclude thefe’ efforts. Vo-Itaire, ‘when
~fhut up’in the Battille, and for ought he knew for life, dep'rivéd
:of books, of pens’and of paper, arianged and in part executed
"the pro_]e& of his Henrlade L AT

"“Nor am I more at a lofs in folitude. .

’

Another advantage of virtue in this perfonal view, is that,

rcitéd’;become fngu:l: and callous, virtue has exaltly the oppofite
:propenfities. ! Paffions, -in' the ufual :acceptation .of that .term
:having no abfolute foundation  in:the nature of things,'deligh:
.only by theit novelty. - But the more we are -acquainted with
-virtue,ithe more eftimable.will it appear; and its field is as end-
lefs ‘as the progrefs of-mind. - If an calightened-love of it be
once excited-in the mind; it is impoffible that it fhould not con~

- tinually increafe.. - By its vanety, by its a&mty it perpetuaily

. :r"-w 128 )0a B

. . Vre de R I!a.-rr, fm Jl[ “" (fald to bc thc m-u-qms dc Vxllette} A(‘mwe,
: 1786 Cimp iv, Thls ls ptobably the be& hlftory of tlus great ma 11 whuh has -
*yet appcnrcd.
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It is

by its unde-
C’!}'nﬂ' excs

-while fenfisal pleafure exhaufts the frame, and paffions often ex- lence:
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' BOOX IV. renovates itfelf, . and renders the mtelle& in . whlch it refides
CHAP.IV.
“—— ever new and ever young,
Secmiox L.

]

cannot be of-
fcdu.ﬂ!) pro-
pageted but
by a culti-
vated mind,

All thefe reafonings are calculated to perﬁiade us that the moft
precious boon we can beftow upon others is virtue, that -the
higheft employmenﬁ of virtue is to propagate itfelf. But, as
virtue is infeparably connefted with knowledge in-my - own
mind, fo can it only by knowledge be communicated to others,
How can the virtue we have juft been contemplating be created,
but by infufing comprehenfive views and communicating ener-
_getic truths? Now. that man -alone is qualified to give thefe
views, and communicate thefe truths, who is. himfelf perva.ded
with them.

Let us fuppofe for a momcnt virtuous difpofitions as exifting’
without knowledge or outrunning knowledge, the laft of which
is-certainly poffible, -and .we fhall prefently find- how little fuch
virtue is worthy to be propagated. . The moft generous ' views
will in fuch cafes frequently lead to the moft nefarious a&kions,
.A Calvin will burn Servetus, and.a- Dlgby generate’ the gun-
.powder treafon.” But, to leave thefe extréme inftances; in’ all
 eafes where miftaken virtue leads to cruel and tyrannical actions,

- the mind will be foured and made putrefcent by the ations it

perpetrates. Truth, immortal and ever prefent truth, is fo

“powerful, that, ‘in fpite of all his inveterate pre_ludices, the-

upright man will fufpe himfelf, when' he refolvés upon. an
ation:
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OF TRUTH.

action that ‘is at war with the plaineft principles of morality.
He will become mclancho[f, -diffatisfied and anxious. - His firm-
nefs will degenerate into obﬂinacy,': and Lis juftice into inexora-
ble feverity. The farther he purfues his fyflem, the more erro-
neous will he become.
he be fatisfied with t'. As truth is an endlefs fource of tranquil-

lity and delight, error will be a prolific fountain of new miftakes
and new difcontent, -

‘The farther he purfues it, the lefs will

~

As to the third point, the tendency -of truth to the improve-
ment of our political inftitutions, this is in reality the fub_;e& of
the prefent volume, and has been particularly argued in fome of
the- earlier, divifions of the work. .If .politics be a_fcience, the
Anveftigation of-truth muft be the means of unfolding it If
.men refemble each other in more numerous-and effential par-
ticulars than thofe in which they differ,, if the beft purpofes that
can be accomplithed refpeting :‘them_-Be to make them free and
-virtuous and_wife, there muft be one _beﬁ method of advancing
.thefe .common purpofes, _one -beft mode of focial exiftence
.deducible from the principles of .their nature, - If truth be one,
- there muft be one code of truths on the fubje@ of our reciprocal
duties. Nor is the inveftigation of truth only the beft mode of
arriving at the ‘obje@ of all political inhitutions', but it is alfo the’
beft mode of introducing and eftablifhing it. . Difeuffion is the
-path that leads to dlfcovery and demonftration. Motives fer-

ment in the mlnd_s- of great bodies of men ‘till all is ripe for-

ation,.
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BOOK V.
CH AP, V.
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ShCTIO\ I.

Importance
of general
truth to our
political im-
provement,

=

e g 1 e e
Pl et +

L s AT Lo 4 1,
RPNV Aol S5




B R R s S i ke S L PR L LI T N S i P e e T T LRSS il L e b s e o B R L WA I .- - L.
. W?—h‘i&umnf‘wﬂf-“v- e T B - T G L R T O S N TR SR B S IR A e - -

b

"""“.—_:\‘

i
., ;
i !
? 238 OF SINCERITY. OF SINCERITY, 239
E BOOK IV. a&ion. 'The more familiar the mind becomes with the ideas of accommodatmg morahﬂs may teach us, the value of ﬁncenty BOOK 1v. ;
: CHAP- IV- ‘71“ b I h h ﬁ CHAP. v,
T~ which they confift and the propofitions that exprefs thein, the e in the higheft degree obfcured, when it is not complete. ¢ m
SzcTiox L. ection I,
; more fully is it pervaded with their urgency and lmportance. Real fincerity depofes me from all authority over the ftatemént
; _ o : of faQs. Similar to the duty which Tully impofes upon the i
E . hiftorian, it compels me not to dare * to utter what is falfe, or
e T R A R B e . sy ® B
E ‘ S conceal whatis true.” Itannihilates the baftard prudence, which
¥ .
i : : “would- mﬂru& me to give language to no fentiment that may be :
; ' . )
SECTION 1IL. - prejudlcw.l to my interefls. It extirpates the low and felfith ?
4 _ ) principle, which would induce me to utter nothing to the dif-
. .. " OF SINCERITY.  ih ' advantage of him from whom I have received: no injury.” It
: ' : o T e ‘ compels, me to regard the concerns of my f{pecies as’ my own
7 NATURE-OF THIS VIRTUB—ITS EFFECTS———UPOV OUR OWN concerns. What I- know of truth of morals, of - rellglon, of
§ ‘ 7 - ACTIONS—UPON OUR ' NEIGHBOURS.—ITS TENDENCY 7o government, it compels me to commumcate. All the praife
: PRODUCE FORTITUDE—EFFECTS OF INSINCERITY. CHA- which a virtuous man and an honeft aftion can merit, I am
! . RACTER - WHICH SINCERITY WOULD ACQUIRE TO HIM obliged to pay to the uttermoft mite. I am obliged to pive
. WHO ' PRACTISED IT.-- OBJECTIONS, — THE' FEAR - OF language to all the’ blame to which Pmﬂ’gac)'a venality, hy- i
CIVING UNNECESSARY ~PAIN.-ANSWER.-THE DESIRE ~ pocrify and circumvention are fo juftly entitled, ' I am not em- 4’
: 7t

. OF PRESERVING MY LIFR—THIS OBJECTION PROVES I’O‘j’ﬁmd to conceal any thlng'I.kn‘ow of myfe_lf, whether it tend

to my honour or to_my difgrace. 1 am obliged to treat evefy
other man with equal franknefs, without dreading the imputation

of flattery on the one hand, without dreading his refentment
and enmity on the other, -

e 4 Lo b

TOO MUCH-——ANSWER.—SECRECY CONSIDERED.—-—‘I‘HE SR~
'-CRETS oF OTHERS.——'STATE SECRETB.—-SECRETS OF: .PHI-

: LANTHROPY.

5 cm;_ - T is evident in the laft place, that a flri&t adherence to truth

Notoreofthis — will have the beft effed.itpon our minds in the ordinary Did every man impofe this law upon himfelf, he would be 1 efeas i
virtue. .commerce of life.’: - This is the virtue which has commonly been - 9bliged to confider before he decided upon the commiffion of an adtiones | h
. known by the denomination of fincerity’;- and, whatever certain _ equivocal a@tion, whether he chofe to be his own hiftorian, to ;
accom- be. H
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BOOK IV. be the future narrator of the fcene in which he was engaging.
(‘:—Eﬁf——‘ It has been juftly obferved that the popifh pradtice of auricular
Brevton I confeffion has been attended with fome falut'\ry effe@s. How
much better would it be, if, inftead of a praﬁlce thus ambigu-
ous, and which may be converted into fo dangerous an engine
of ecclefiaftical defpotifin, every man would make the world his,

confeflional, and the human fpecies the keeper of his .con-

fcience ?

1 n
How extenfive an effeé would be produced, if every ma
were {ure of meeting in his neighbour the ingenuous cenfor,

who would tell to himfelf, and publith to the world, his virtues,
1 have no right

upon our
neighbours,

his good deeds, his meannefles and his follies ?

to reje&t any duty, becaufe it is equally incumbent upon my

! have dif-
neighbours, and they do not pradife it.. When I have

charged the whole of my duty, it is weaknels an(: vit.:e.to n{;alze
myfelf unhappy about the omiffions of others. Nor 151t io 1 de
to fay how much good one man fufficiently rigid in his ad-
herence to truth would effeét, One fuch man, with genius,

rice.
information and energy, might redeem a nation from vice

The confequence to myfelf of telling every man the truth,
uce jux i s in the
3:’3‘::‘:“::"{ regardlefs of per {onal danger or of injury to my interefts

fortitude,

world, would be uncommonly favourable. s
fortitude that would render me equal to the moft trying hitua-

in fpite
tions, that would maintain my prefence of mind entire in fp

of
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e

S s e Y R ey b e

I fhould acquire a

Lo T

OF SINCERITY. 241

of unexpected occurrences, that would furnifh me with cxtem- BOOK1V.

CHAPD.1v,
porary arguments and wifdom, and eandue my tongue with “—u

. Section 11,
irrefiftible cloquence. Animated by the love of truth, my
underftanding would always be vigorous and alert, not as before
frequently. fubje@t to -liftleflnefs, timidity and infipidity.,  Ahni-
.mafed by the love of truth, and by a paffion infeparable from its
nature, and which is almoft the fame thing under another name,
the love of my;fpecies, I fhould carefully feck for fuch topics as
‘might moft conduce to the benefit - of my nelghbours, anxioufly
watch the progrefs of mind, and mceﬁ"tntly labour for the extir-
pation of prejudice.

. What is-it that at this day enables a thoufand errors, to keep
their ftation in the world, prieftcraft, tefts, bribery, war, cabal,

and whatever elfe is the contempt and abhorrence of the enlight-

Effe&ts of in-
fincerity.

. Becaufe, while vice walks
crg&_ ,w1th_au _unaba[he(_l co_m’ltenance," men lefs vicious dare not
paint her with that truth of colouring, which fhould at once
confirm the innocent and reform the guilty. Becaufe. the
majority of thofe who are not involved in the bufy. fcene, and
who, poflefling {fome difcernment, fee t]nt .things are not alto-
gcther right, yet fee in fo frigid a way, and with fo 1mperfe6’c a

\'leW. Many, who dete& the impofture, are yet ab{'md enough

- to 1mag1ne that impofture is neceffary to keep: the world in

awe, and that truth being too weak to curb the turbulent paf-
fions of mankind, it is etceedmgly prc:per to ca]l in knavery
and ariifice as the abettors of her power. If every man to-day

Li : would
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BOOK 1V,

CHAP. IV,

e —r’
Secrtivs 1.

Cherafier
which fin-
cerity would
acquire to
him who
prectifed it.

OF SINCERITY.

would tell all the truth he knows, three years hence there would
be. fcarcely a falthood of any magnitude remaining in the

civilifed world.

There is no fear that the characer here deferibed fhould de-
génerateinto ruggednefs and brutality *,  The motive by which
it is animated affords a fufficient fecurity againft fuch con-
fequences. « | tell an unpleafant truth to my nelghbour from a
convidtion that it is my duty I am convinced it is my duty,
becaufe I perceive the communication is calculated for his
benefit.” His benefit therefore is the motive of my proceeding,
and with fuch a motive it is impoffible I fhould not feck to
communicate it in the moft efficacious form, ‘not roufing his

refentment,” but awakcaing his moral feelmgs and his energy

Meanwhile the happieft of all gualifications in order to render
truth palatable, is that which- rifes fpontmeouﬁy in the ﬁtuauon
we have been confidering. Truth accordmg to the terms of the
fuppoﬁuon is to be {poken from the love of truth,  But the face,
the voice, the gefture are fo many indexes to the mlnd It is
fcarcely poffible therefore that the ‘petfon with whom 1 am con-
~verfing fhould not percelve, that I am mﬂuenced by 10 mahg—
nity, acrimony and envy. In proportion as my motive is pure,
at leaft after a few expenments, my manner wﬂl become ynem-
barrafled. ‘There will be franknefs in my voxce, fervour in my
gefture, and kindnefs in lny.hearp That man § mind muft be

s See a'particular cafe of this fincerity difcuffed in Appendiz, No. II

I ; ‘ of
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of a very perverfe texture,. that can convert a beneficent potion
adminiftered with no wngenerous retrofpe@, no felfith triumph,
into rancour and averfion. ‘There is an encrgy in the fincerity
of a virtuous mind that nothing human can refift.

. .

I flop not to confider the objections of the man who is im-

He that does not
know that virtue is better than riches or title muft be convmced

merfed in worldly profpects and purfuits.

by arguments forc1gn to this p]ace. -

But it will be aﬂ:éd,; “ What then, are painful truths io be dif~
clofed to perfons who are already in the moft pitiable circum-

ftances? Ought'a woman that is dying of a fever to be informed
of the fate of her hufband whofe fkull has been fra®ured by a
fall from his horfe 2"

' The imoft that eould poffibly bé coheeded o & cafe like this,
is, that this perhaps is not the moment to begin to treat like a ra-
tional being a perfon ‘who has through the courfe of a long life

been treated like an ‘infant. But in- réahty there is a mode in

which under fuch circumftances truth may fafely be communi: .
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Sscriox I1,

Ohjedtions,

1

The fear of -
giving unne-

ceflary pain.

3 Anlwer.

catell ; and, if it be not thus done, there is perpetual danger that

it may be done in a blunter way by the heedlefs loquacionfnefs
of ‘a chambermaid, or the yet undebauched fincerity of an infant,
How ‘many arts of hypocrify, firatagem and falfhood muft be
employed to cover this pitiful fecret? Truth was calculated in

Ii2 the
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BOOK IV. the nature of things to difcipline the mind to fortitude, humanity

CEAP IV,

" and virtue. Who are we, that we fhould fubvert the nature of

Sicriox 1,

The defire of

referving
E‘l} life.

"This objec-
tion proves
too much.

things and the fyftem of the univerfe, that we fhould breed up
a fet of fummer infets, upon which the breeze of fincerity may

never blow, and the tempeft of misfortunc never beat?

w But truth may fometimes be fatal to him that fpeaks it.
A man, who fought for the Pretender in the year 1745y when
the event happened that difperfed his companions, betook-him.
felf to folitary flight. He fell in with a party of loyalifts who
were feeking to apprehend himj; but’ not knowirig his perfon,
they enquired of him for intelligence to guide them in their pur-

h fuit. He returned an anfweér calculited to chen{h them in their

miftake, and faved his life,”

'Thxs. like the former is an extreme cafe ;.but the true anfwer
will probably be found to be the fame. If any one fhould quel-
tion this, let him confider how far his approbatron of the con-
dutt of the perfon above cited would lead him. --The rebels, as
they were called, were, treated in the period from: which the:
cxample is drawn with the moft illiberal injuftice. . This man;
guided perhaps by the :moft magnanimous motives in what he.
had done, would have been put to an ignominious death. ‘But,.
if he had a right to extricate. hlmfelf by falthood, . why not the.

wretch who. has been gullty of  forgery, who. has deferved pu-

nithment, but who may now be confcmus that he has’in him.

matenals
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materials and inclination to make a valuable member of fociety ?
Nor is the inclination an effential part of the fuppofition, Where-
ever the materials exift, it will perhaps be found to be ﬁagran'tly
unjuft on the part of fociety to deftroythem, inftead of difcovering
the means by which they . might be rendered innocent and ufe-
ful, - At this rate, 2 man has nothing to do but to commit one

crime, in order to give him a right to:commit a fecond which

thall {ecure impunity to the firft, : . - St

~ But why, when fo. many hundred individuals have been con- Anfiver.

tented to become martyrs to' the unintelligible principles of a
pitiful {e@, (hould not the one innocent man I have .been de-
fcribing be contented to offer hiinfelf up a vi&im at the fhrine of

| veracity ? 'Why fhould he purchéfe"a few poor years of exile

and mifery by the commiffion of falthood? Had he furren-
dered himfelf to his purfuers, had he declared in the prefence of
his judges and his  country, s I whom you think too wicked and
degenerate to deferve even to live, have chofen rather to en-
counter your m_}ufhce than be gullty of an untruth : I would
have cfcaped from your iniquity. and tyranny if I had been able;
but, hedged in on all fides, imvmg no means of dehverance but in
falfhood I chearfully fubmit to all that “your malice can mﬂl‘&
rather than violate the majeﬂy of truth 7 would he not have
-done an honour to himfelf, and a‘I'orded an eﬁtample to thc
world that wou!d have fuilly compenfated the ulaxmty of his
untimcly death ? It is in all cafes. mcumbent upon us to dif-

charge

aA‘:‘e R pﬁsﬁ- -:-J--"i‘n:\—' ETRITRY
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charge our own duty, without being influenced by the enquiry

\——— whether other men will difcharge or neglect theirs,

It muft be remembered however that this is not the true jet
of the argument. The _Pcrefs does not lic upon the good he
would have done: that is precarious. This heroic a&tion, as
it is to be feared has been the cafe with many others, might be
configned to oblivion. The obje& of true wifdom under the
circumflances we are confidering, is to weigh, not fo much what

is to be done, as ‘what is to be avoided. " We muft not be guilty

of infincer nty We muft not feek to obhm a defirable obje& by )

vile means, We muft prefer a general principle to the mere-
tricious attradtions 'of .a particular deviation. We muft perceive
in the prefervation of that general principle a balance of univer-
fal good, outwelghmnr the benefit to arile in any inftance from
fuperfedmg it. It is by general principles that* the bufinefs of
the univerfe is carried on. * If the laws of grawty and unpulfe
did not make us know the confequences of our a&ions, we fhould
be incapable of judgment and inference, Nor-is this lefs true
i morals. He that, havmg laid down to himfelf a plan of ﬁn-
centy, is guilty of a fingle devnatmn, infe@s the whole, conta-

minates the-franknefs and- magnanimity of his temper (for for-

titude in the mtrepxdlty of lying is bafenefs), and is lefs vir-

tuous than " the foe agamﬁ whom he defends himfelf; for it is

more virtuous in my neighbour to confide in my apparent ho-

ncﬁ), th:m in me to abufe his confidence. In the cafe of mar-
' . tyrdom

= T T PR RS R R S T
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tyrdom there are two things to be confidered,
wantonly to be incurred, for we know not w hat good yet re-
mains for us to do. Tt is an cvil not to be avoided at the ex-
pence of principle, for we fhould be upon our guard againft fet-
ting an inordinate value upen our ownfeﬁ'orts, and imagining

that truth would die, if we were to be deftroyed.

* But what becomes of the great duty of fecrecy, which the
incomparable Fenelon has made a capital branch in the education
of his Telemachus” It is ahnihi]atcd It becomes a truly vir-
tuous man not to cng1ge in.any acion 'of which he would be
athamed though all the world were {peQator, Indeed I‘cnelon
with all his ability has fallen into the moﬁ pulpable inconfi ﬁency
upon thxs fubjet. In Ithaca a conﬁderab]e part of the merit of
Telemachus confifts in k keeping !ns mothers fcc:ets *.© When
he arrives in - Tyre, he -will not be perfuaded to commlt or

fuffer a deception, though his hfe was apparently at ﬂake F.

What is it of which an honeft ; man is commonly afhamed ?
Of virtuous poverty, of doing menial offices for himfelf, of hav
ing r"nfed himfelf by merit from a humble fituation, and of a
thouland. particulars which in reality conftitute his glory. \V ith
rcfpe& to actions of bcneﬁcence we cannot be too much upon ,
our guard againft a fpmt of oftentation and the chara&cr that
imperioufly exa&ts the gratitude of its beneﬁaaues ; but it is

certainly an extreme weaknefs to deﬁre to hide our deferts. So

* Télémogue, Livc XVEL 4 Liv. I

far”
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! n the world the know-
BOOK IV. fir from deﬁrm:r to withhold frox

CHAP.IV.
——

Secrioxll,

The feerets
of others.

ftate fecrets,

Seerets of

~ attradtive and illuftrious example. e
m
Leep ‘any. thing fecret without rifking at the fame ti

all-
commit a hundred attifices, qulbbles, equivocations and i

ledge of our good deeds, we ought to be forward to exhlblt an

We cannot determine to

hoods. | _ .

But the fecrets of others, ¢ have I a power over them i Put)}-;
bably not: but you havea duty refpeting them, The fa&sd w10 :
which you are acquamted are a part of your poifeiﬁotl:: an rey "
are as much obliged refpefting them as in any c; er (:1 d:l 0
employ them for the pubhc good. “Have I'no l‘li‘ t to and cfﬂ
in myfelf the capnce of conceahng any of my a airs, e

her man have a nght by his caprice to hedge up an
o he path of my duty 71— But ftate fecrets "’ This perhaps
im;nftlbjelx)ft thal ought not to be anuelpated \Ve ;hfdl Iia:l
occafion' to "enquire ‘how minifters of the concerns of a nati 11
came by the:r right to equwocate, to _]uggle and c:lver;ez;cn (;

‘while pnvate men are obliged to be ingenuous, dire |

Imcere. :

“There is one cife of a fingular nature that feems to deferve a

be kept for
philanthropye I'eparate exanunatlon the cafe of fecrets that are to p

ihe fike of mankind. Full juftice is done to the affirmative fide

of thiis argﬁmenf by Mr. Condorcet in his Life of Voltaire, where
he is juftifying this illuftrious friend of mankind, for his gentle-

ties of the fpecies, He
mefs.and. foxbearance in aflerting the libertie P He

T ALY TSI N
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hypocritical avfterities anJ vwar : ; and then proceeds ; “J¢ is true,
the more men are enlightened, the more they will be free; but
Iet us not put defpots on their guard, and incite them to form
a league againft the progrefs of reafon. - Let us conceal from
them the firi& and eternal union that {ubfifts between knowledge
and liberty. Voltaire thought proper to paint fuperftition as the
enemy of monarchy, to put kines and princes upon their guard
againft the gloomy feroctt) and ambition of the. prleﬁhood and
to demonﬁr'lte that were it not for the freedom of thought and
lnveﬂxg'ltlon there would be no fecunty againft the return of
papal mfolence, of profcrlptlons, aflaflinations and rel:glous war,
Had he taken the other fide of the queftion, had he maintained,

which s equall),r true, that fuperﬁttlon and ignorance are the

fupport of defpotifim, he would only h'n'e anticipated truths f01

which the pubhc were not ripe, -and have’ feen a fpeedy end to
his’ career, Truth taught by moaerate degrees gradually en— _

larges the mtelle&ual capamty and mfenﬁbly Prepares. the equa-
lity and happinefs of mankind ; but taught without. prudennal
reftraint would either be nipped:in the bud, or occaﬁon nanonal

¢concuffions in“the world, that would be found premature and

therefore ab(>1tm¢4e »
- \Vhat

L le Irr f'omme: f ront zdan é5, p!m ils _j}; Gt !:6)';:.—-]!»[01: Haverli _f nE poind
fes oj)preﬂé ar.r de ﬁ; nier une lgue contre la wg/ln, cackons leur Pétysite et réceffaire
tunion des l:mnere.r ¢t de la libertéo—Ruel fova done le- devsir d'un philofphe 7—11
Welaivera les gouvernemens fir tout oo gifili ent & eraindre des pr Etres,—Tl fora woir

Kk ' que
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BOOK 11\”. What a cowardly diftruft do reafonings like thefe exhibit of the
S CHAV. 1V,

STIIL omnipotence of truth! With refpe@t to perfonal fafety, it will be
SCTION 1.

‘As to the progrefs of truth, it is not fo precarious as its fear- gg({‘; w
L] . ) o . l o y
ful friends may imagine. Mr. Condotcet has Jultly infinuated

|
. . . . SzeTox 1L
in the courfe of his argument, that * in the invention of printing

found upon an accurate examination that Voltaire with all his

ingenuity and ftratagem was for fixty years together, the objelt is contained the embryo, which in its maturity and vigo'ur'-is

deftined to annihilate the flavery of the human race®.”” Books,
if proper precautions be employed, cannot be deftroyed. - Know-
ledge cannot be extirpated, Its progrefs is filent, but infallible ;
and he is the moft .ufeful foldier in ‘this war, who accumulates
in an uhperi[hablc form the greateft mafs of truth.

of perpetual, almoft daily perfecution from courts and minifters*.
He was obliged to retire from country to country, and at laft to.
take advantage of a refidence upon the borc}ers of two flates
with a habitation in each. His attempts to fecure the patronage.
of princes.led only to viciflitude and difgrace. If his plan had
been more firm and dire€t, he would not have been lefs fafe.

Timidity, and an anxious endeavour to fecure to ourfelves a As truth has nothing to fear from her enemies, fhe needs not

have any thing to fear from’her friends. - 'The man, who pub-
: lifhes the fublimeft difcoveries, is not of all others the moft likely
to inflame the vulgar, and hurry the great queftion of human

happinefs to a premature crifis.  The object to be purfued un-

protector, invite perfecution. With the advantages of Voltaire,
with his talents and independence, he might have held the
tyrants of the world in awe.

gue fans la liberté de penfer le méme cfprit dans le clergé raménerait les mimes

affaffinats, les mémes fupplices, les mimes proferiptionsy les mémes guerres civiles.— ; doubtedly 15, the grad“al lmPrOVCmeﬂt of mind., But this end J .
A lieu de montrer que la fuperfiition eff Pappui du defpotife, avant que I raifon ait g will be better anfwered by exhibiting as much truth as poffible, . 4
caffemblé affez de force, il prowvera gitelle eff Pennemie des voise—Tel ¢ft Pefprit de . enlightenin‘g a fE\V, and'fuﬁ'ering knOWICdgC to expand in the ' ‘
fur les auvmgﬂ: de V&liaire—-—-.?lgm des bam-me;,. i;ﬁrm:-rf a’lm, tM W)_‘ﬁlt'- pz‘z.r g;:e N3 X proportibn which the laws of nature and necefﬁty prefcribe, than
Toltaire eit Sfaiz am'rtment,. ni ﬁIout{fqulf ni Ropffeau ﬂ-fzm aient pu Fcrire leurs by any arth ﬁcial,plan of piccemesl communication that we can
owirages, que P Eurcpe ferail encore fuperflitienfe, et reflerait bng-tems ¢fclave.~En. A . There is in tl £ thi
' L . . g e . invent. ere is in the nature of thin adation in difcov. ) ;
attaquant les oppreffeurs avant d’avoir Eclairé les citoyens, on rifque de perdre la liberté . - ings a gr-ldatlon in difcov cry o |
et détouffer laraifon.  Lbiflsive offre la prewve de cette viérité. Cimbien de fois,. ; and a Progrefs 1n 1mprovement, which do not need to be aflifted ;
malgré les ginéreus efforts des amis de la libert?, une ﬁule'&afa_iile n’a-t-clle pas ridc_:it,- i _ by the firatagems of their votaries. In a word, there cannot be
des nations & une fervitude de pluficurs ﬁf‘rk: !—Paurqr.:ai ne pa.r p_rqﬁter de cette- ‘a more’ unworthy ,idca, than that truth and virtue fhould be :
expévience funefley et favsir attendre des progris des fumicres une liberté plus vielle; o : :
Plus durable ct plus paifible ' ) : _ * & Poyi-ctre avant Pinvention de P imprimerie était-il impoffeble X ﬁ- Juflvaire ay ;
~ T . I -
¥ Vie de Voltaire, par 2{***, throughout. : ) i Jotg- Kk i
' - : : As . _ ‘ 2 under 4
’ ! . :I_:
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BOOKIY. ynder the neceflity of feeking “alliance .with conccalment. ~The
Caar 1% man, who would artfully draw me into a little, that by fo doing - o e
Ssemoxtl, he n,lay unawares furprife me into much, I infallibly regard as APPENDIX, No. L p. 233
an irnpoﬁor.- Will trath, contrated into fome petty fphere and -
fhorn of its beams, acquire additional cvidence? Rather let me OF THE CONNEXION BETYEEN UNDERSTANDI\IG.:
‘. truft to its omnipotence, to its c_ongeniality-_withatl_)e n?.tflre of . AND VIRTUE..
intelle®, to its direét and irrefiftible tendency to produce hbe:Y; _;
s . ugh o ; :
| ?tndtllll:icp I::;eii’let: ::::.“:o 1:;::)[: ft‘f)ar}:?:;i“1::::r?:n, and ' eA-N"EMI?'ENT VIRTUI: BXIST UNCON‘\TI‘.CTED WITH T A=
anxioufly endeavour to add to my ftock ; not apprehend that,, LE\TTST_NATURE or VIRTUE'—-IT Is ik OFFSPRING
dae briehtnefs. its liftre and genml pature: OF UNDERSTANDING.—IT GEN]:RAT]:S UNDERSTAND-. :
exhibited in its noon-day brig ? o . ING.—IJLLUSTRATION FROM OTHER PURSUITS—LOVE—-
{hould not be umverfally confeffed #; ’f P AMBITION__APPLIED' ;
; 5.ce ;h:s fubje& ;arthcr pUrl'ued in Agpendxx, No. III., GAN EMINENT TALENTS ]:XIST UNCONNECTED WITH VIR--
TUE ?—ARGUMENT IN THE APFIRMATIVE 'FROM ANA-. ;
LOGY-—IN THE NEGATIVE FROM THE UNIVERSALITY 01-'
) 'MORAL, SPECULATION—FROM THE NATURE' 01? VICE As:
. . FOUNDED IN MISTAKE. “THE ARGUMENT BALANCED.—-—- i
IMPORTANCE OF A SENSEOF JUSTICE. ITS CONNEXION:
WITH TALENTS,—ILLIBERALITY WITH WHICH MEN OF:
" > TALENTS ARE USI_I.ALLY TREATED.. . t
PROPOSITIO\T which however evldent in 1tfelf' feems BOOK 1V,.
-3 never to have been conﬁdelcd wath the attentmn 1t de- EI.{_{]:_I_S" :
ferves, is that whlch '1ﬂ'1rms the connexion between underﬂand- A;_qp:z}::.x, _ f
o ing and wrtue.. Can an honeﬁ ploughman be as vn'tuous “as Si:?uﬂl;iﬂlt .=. 5
. unconne&ed
APPEND IX’ Cato? with talents 2. ‘
V3
s R R P R R R RS R (R i :
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CONNEXION BETWEEN

BOOKIV. Cato? Is a man of weal intellefts and narrow education as

CHAP.

V.

‘——~—" capablc of moral exccllence as the fublimeft genius or the mind

Armex

No.

Nature of vire

fue.

Dlx’ ) - - L] - ?
1.  yoft ftored svith information and fcience ¢

. To determine thefe queflions it is neceffary we fhould recol-
lt'.;& the nature of virtue. Confidered as a perfonal quality it
confifts in the difpofition of the mind, and may be defined a de-
“fire to promote the benefit of intelligent beings in general, the
* quantity of virtue being as the quantity of defire. _ Now defire

is another name for pieference, or a perception of the excel-
lence real or fuppofed of any object. I fay real or fuppofed for

an object totally deftitute of real and intrinfic excellence; may

.become an object of defire by means of the imaginary excellence

that is aferibed to it.  Nor is this the only miftake to which hu-
man mtelllgences are hable. We may deﬁre an object of abfo-
lute cxcellence, not for its real and genumc recommendations
but for fome fititious attra&ions We may impute to it. Thisis
always in fome degree the cafe, ‘when a beneficial action is pei-

formed from an ill motive,

How far is this miftake compat'lblelwith real virtue? If I de-
fire the benefit of intelligent beings, not from a clear and diftin&
perceptlon of what it is in which their benefit confifts, but from
‘the unexammed leﬂ'ons of education, from the phyfical effect of
fympathy, or from any fpeaes "of zéal unallicd to and incom-
menfiftate w1th knowledge,’ can this defire be admitted for vir-

tuous ?

Y R .-" T SN o s griche AU B ST
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UNDERSTANDING AND VIRTUE 255
tuous ? Nothing feems more inconfiitent with our ideas of virtue. ggqll{, g
A virtuous preference is the preference of an object for the fake m
of certain beneficial qualities which really belong to that object.  No-I.
To attribute virtue to any other fpecies of preference would ‘be

the fame as to {fuppofe that an accidental effe¢t of my condu&,

which was altogether out of my view at the time of adopting it,

- might entitle me to the appellation of virtuous.

- Hence it appears, firfl, that viitue confifts in a ‘defire of the Itisthe off-

. {pring of un—
benefit of the fpecics : and, fecondly, that that defire only can be dl:?ﬁ‘fn&uugl:

denominated virtuous, which flows from a diftin& perception
of the value, and confequently of the nature, of the thing defired..
But how " extenfive muft be the capacity that comprehends the:
full vaIue of that benefit which is the objeét .of virtue!. It
muft begin with a colle&ivc_: 1dea of the human fpecies, It.
muft difcriminate, among all the different caufés that produce a,
pleafurable ftate of mind, that which produée; the moft exqui-
fite and durable pleafure.. Eminent virtue requires that I fhould.
have a grand view of the tendency of knowledge to-produce
happinefs, and of juft political inflitution: to favour the progrefs.
of knowledge. . It demands that I fhould perceive in what man-.
ner focial intercourfe may be made conducive to virtue, and. fe-.
licity, and imagine the unfpeakable advantages-that may arife:
from a .coincidence and fucceflion of generous efforts. Thefe-
things are- neceﬂ'ﬁry, not merely for the purpofe of enabling me
to. employ my virtuous difpofition in. the beft. maﬁqer, ‘but allo.

2. for
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Tt gencrates
under-

ftanding,

luftration
from other
purfuits :

love:

amhition :

4

ROOIZ 1V,

"CONNEXION -BETWEEN
for the purpofe of gwmg to that dlfpoﬁtmn a _;u& animation and
vigour. God, aceordmg to the ideas uﬁnlly concewed of that-
berng, is more benevolent than - rmn, becmfe he has a ‘conftant
and clear perception of the nature of that end wluch his pro-

vidence purfues. = . ‘ S

A farther proof that a powerful underftanding is infepa":‘ablef

from eminent virtue will fuggeft ltfelf 1f we recolle& th‘lt earne{t

: deﬁre never faxls to generate ‘capacity.

- "This AP‘ropoﬁtion has been’ be'lutiﬁlly' ifluftrated by the poets,:}-
when they have reprefented the’ paﬂion of love as 1mmed1atel} ’
leamng in the- breaft of the lover to the attamment of man)-
arduous accomphihments. It unlocks his itongue, and enablea
him'to plead the caufe-of his paﬂiou with mﬁnuatmg eloq.lence.
It renders his converfation pleaﬁng and his manners graceful
Does he defire to exprels “his ‘feelings in the language of verfe ?
It dictates to him the moft natural and pathetxc ﬁrams, and fup-
plies him Wll:h ajuft’ and mterefhng language wlueh the man “of

mere reﬂe&mn and fcxenee has often fought for in valn. I

No p1&ure can be more truly founded in a knowledge of

human nature than’ this. The hlﬁory of all emlnent talents is of .

a fimilar kind, Did’ The;mﬁocles defire to ecllpfe the troplues
of the battle of Marathonl The uneaﬁnefo of this deﬁre weuid

not let him ﬂeep, anid all his thoughts were occupled With the
3 ' : ~ itivention

2|
id
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UNDERSTANDING"-AND -VIRTUE,

invention of means to accomplith the purpofe he had chofen. It
is'a. well known maxim in the. forming of juvenile minds, that
the- inftruction, which is . communicated by mere conﬁralnt,
makes a flow and feeble impreflion ; but that, when once you
have infpired the mind with a love for its obje&, the fcene and
the progrefs are entirely altered. The uneafinefs of mind which
carneft defire produces, doubles our intelle@ual ativity ; and as
fure_ly carries us--for“far.d with ’ increafed ‘v’elo‘city. towards our

goal, as the expeCtation-of a reward of ten thoufand. .pounds -

would prompt me to walk from London to York with- firmer
rcfolution.and in a fhorter time,. . -

- Let the ObjC& be for a perfon umnﬂru&ed in the rudimenes_ :

of drawing to:make a cop)r of fome celebrated ftatue. At firft,
we- will- fuppofe, hls attempt’ ﬂlall ‘be mean and unfuccefsful..
If his deﬁre be feeble, he. will be deterred by. the. mifcarriage
of thxs eﬂ'ay If h:s deﬁre be ardent and invincible, he will
return to the attack He wnll denve mﬁru&non from his faxlure.

He Wlll examme where and why he mlfcamed He will fludy

. Tiis-model w1th a more cunous eye. He will percewe that he

failed prmcxpally from the ‘Toofe ‘and’ undlgeﬁed idea he had
formed of the. objet before him. It will no! longer ftand in- his .
mind as one general maﬁ, but he. wﬂl analyfe it, beﬁowmg upon-
each part mfucceﬁ' ien a. feparate confideration,

: _'m;:.@r;. is _ﬁni_ilar in v_i_rtue;.as_ in: lci_ence.'}

T " . LL ~ecived
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258 . CONNEXION BETWEEN ) - UNDERSTANDING AND VIRTUE ’
2&31[} F{; ccived an earneft defire of being a benefator of my fpeties, 1 neceffary that this power fhould be fixed upon this obje&, in B OK.:‘?
m {hall no doubt find out a channel in which for my defite to order to its producing the defired cffe®. Thus it is in art ‘:Llj:\i;l_‘i
No. L operate, and fhall be quick-fighted in .difcovering the defets or ©~  Without genius no man ever was a poct’; but it is neceflary tha; A;\f‘: T
.comparative littlenefs of the plan I have. chofen, But the choice : general. capacity {hould have been directed to this particular o
.of an excellent plan for the accomph{hment of an 1mportant - channel, for poetical excellence to:be the refult.. |
purpofe, and the exertion of a mind perpetually watchful to re-
amove its defeds, imply confiderable - underfanding. The far- There is however fome difference Betwéen the two cales
ther I am engaged in the purfuit of this plan the more will my - Poetry is the bufinefs of a few, virtue and vice are the affairs of.‘ ::El}ﬁo'éfgil
.capacity increafe, -If my mind flag and be difcouraged in the _3'} all men.. To every intelle@t that exifls one or O;Eh"en'of thef :;':,':;{f;l:{l of
-purfuit, it will not be merely want - of underﬁandmg, but want quahtnes muft properly belong. - It muft be granted that; wh € lation.
of defire. My defire .and my virtue will be lefs, than thofe of ‘every other circumftance is equal, that man will.be moft v1rtuoere
) -the man, who goes on %vn;h unremiitted conftancy in the fame 5 whofe underftanding has been moft adlively employed in tl:e’
- carcer. O e fludy of virtue. But morality has been in a certain_degree an.
| | object of attention to all' men.. No- perfon: ever failed moré or S
Caneminent -~ Thusfar we have only been confideﬁng how impoffible it is ! lefs to apply the ftandard of juft and- unjuft to his own actions

;talents exift
unconnedted  that eminent virtue fhould exift in a weak underftanding, an and it

withvirtue ?
is furprifing that fuch a Propoﬁtlon fhould ever have been con<

tefted. Itisa curious queftion to -examine, how far the con.

and thgfe_of others; and this has of courfe been generally done-
with moft ingenuity by men. of the greateft capacity... . |

- It muft farther be remembered that a vicious condn& is always - from the
N3=-

‘the r }
efult of narrow views. A man’ of powerful capacity and’ }::;fl:l{(;lf: =

cxtenﬁve obfervation is Jeaft likely to commit the miftake, either miftake..
)
of feeing himfelf as the only object of i Importance in the uni-- |

verfe of this propoﬁtlon is true, and in what’ degree eminent

-talents are compauhlc thh the abfence of virtae.

From the arguments already adduced it appears that virtuous

Argument in .
fl‘é}ﬁ:‘;a defire is another name for a clear and diftinct percéptipn “of the verfe; or of conceiving that his own advantige may beft be pro-

¢ logys nature and value of the obje@ of virtue. * Hence it feems moft . moted by trampling on that of others. Liberalaccomplithments
natural to conclude, that, though underﬂandmg, or firong percx- ; are furely in fome degree connected -with liberal principles. i-Ié

plent power is the mdlfpenﬁble prerequiﬁtc of virtue, yet it is_ who takes into his- view a whole nation as'the fubje@s of hl;

1 o nece - . ' .
ﬁ?axy § Lla . operation-
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virtue, and that there is.a.degree of guilt of which they are
incapable. There is no ingredient that fo effentially ‘contributes
“Philanthropy, ® as

2 . "~ con-

te a virtuous charaCler as .a fenfe of juftice.
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‘was becaufe prefcnpuon and precedent form no 1dequate ground
After his fall, why did he Ihll chemfh the
{pirit of oppoﬁuon ? From a perfuaﬁon that he 'Wila h'u'dly and

for’ ;mphcxt faith,

mjunouﬂy

5 :
i
260 CONNEXION BETWEEN UNDERSTANDING AND VIRTUE 261 '
2%311{).11\:;. operation or the inftruments of his greatnefs, may naturally be contradiftinguifhed to juflice, is rather an unrefleCting feeling, 3?1311{- II\",
'K;:;T: expe&ed to entertain fome kindnefs for the whole. He, whofe than a rational principle. Tt leads to an abfurd indulgence, m-;;’ '
- . Nl mind is habitually elevated to magnificent conceptions, is not which is frequently more injurious than beneficial even to the . No.L
fikely to fink without ftrong relu@ance into thofe fordid:pur- individual it propofes to favour. Tt leads to a blind part'iality,
fuits, which engrofs fo large a portion of mankind. infliting calamity without remorfe upon many perhaps, in
' order to promote the imagined interelt of a few. But juftice
;E?E:aﬁgal-r - But, though thefe geheral maxims muft be admiteed for true, meafures by one inflexible ftandard the clgime of all, weighs
lanced, and would incline us to hope for a conftant union between emi- their oppofite pretenfions, and feeks to diffufe happinefs, becaufe
" nent talents and great virtues;® there are other confiderations happinefs is the fit and reafonable adjuné& of a confcious being.
which prefent a firong drawback ‘upon fo agreeable an expefta- ‘Wherever therefore a ftrong fenfe of juftice exiils, it is common
tion, It is fufﬁctently evident that morallty in fome - depree and reafonable to fay, that in that mind eXifts confiderable
‘enters into’ the ‘refletions of all mankind.  But it is’ equally virtue, though the individual from an unfortunate concurrence
evident, that it may énter - for more orfor lefs; and that there of circumftances may with all his great qualities be thé inftra-
‘will be men ‘of the higheft talents, who ‘have their attention ment of a irery'fmall'pdr'titm of benefit.. Can great 1ntelle£tual
- diverted to other obje@s, and by whom it will be" meditated energy ex1ﬁ: “rldxout a ﬁrong fenfe of _]ufhce ?
upon with lefs carnefinefs, than it may fomelimes be by other . | ' -
men whoareina general view their inferiors. - The human mmd -1t has no doubt refulted from a train of fpeculation’ fimilar 1o - s con-
is in fome cafes fo tenacious of its errors, and fo ingenious in the this, that poeticwl readers have commonly femarked ' Milton’s :‘;’:;3’; with
invention of a foPhlﬂrY by which they may be vindicated, as to devil to be a being of conﬁderable virtue, It muft be admitted
‘ fruftrate expe@ations of virtue in other refpeQts the beft founded. : that his energies centered tod ‘miich i in perfonal regards: " But
o - = o : ‘ o why dxd he rebel againft his’ maker? Tt was, as he “himfelf
f,?ﬁ?naf?: . From the whole of the fubject it fee‘ms to appear, that men mforms us, becaufe he faw no fuﬂicscnt reafon for that extreme
jultice. of talents, even when they -are erroneous, are not deftitute of ~mequahty of rank- and power which the clea’tor aﬂ‘um ed. It




o S IC SR SN SR G S ST e

202

BOOK IV,
CHAP.IV.
—— —
APPENDIX,

NO- I.

CONNEXION BETWEEN

injurioufly treated. He was not difcouraged by the apparent

inequality of the conteft; becaufe a fenfe of reafon and jultice-
was ftronger in his mind, thama fenfe of brute-force: becaufe:
he had much of the feelings of an Epictetus or'a Cato, and little:
of thofe of a flave, I-Ic. bore his torments with fortitude, becaufe-
he difdained to be fubdued by defpotic: power.. " He fought re.-
venge, becaufe he could not think with tamenefs of the unex--,
poftulating authority that affumed to difpofc of him.. How bene~
ficial and illuftrious might the temper from WhiCh thefe qualities:
flowed have proved: with a.fmall diverfity of fituation !

Let us defcend from thefe- imaginary exiftences to real hif--
tory. We fhall find that even Cefar and.- Alexander had_thgir-‘.
virtues. .There is great reafon to believe, that, however miftaken.
was their {yftem of conduét, they imagined it reconcileable and:
even conducive to the general good,. If they, had defired the-
general good more earneftly, they would have underftood better:

how to promote it..

[}

Upon- the whole it - appears, that great talents are gfeat ener--
gies, and that great energics cannot flow but from a powerfyl:
fenfe of fitnefs and juftice, A man of uncommon genius is a:

man of high paflions and lofty defign;: and our paflions will- be:
found in the laft analyfis to have their fureft: foundation in a-

fentiment of juftice. If a man be of an afpiring and ambitious

temper, it is becaufe at prefent he¢ finds himfelf out of his place,
and

’

UNDERSTANDING AND VIRTUE 263

and wifhes to be in it. * Even the lover § imagines -that his qua- BPOOR1V.:

CHAP.1V,
lities or his paffion give him a title fuperior to that of other men, ‘“——-—o

Arrevpix,
-If T"accumulate wealth, it is becaufe I think that the moft rational No. L,
plan of life cannot be fecured without it; and, if I dedicate my
-energics to fenfual pleafures, it is that I regard other purfuits as
irrational and viftonary. All our pztfﬁons would die in ‘the mo-.
ment they were conceived, were it -not for. this remforcement.

A man of quick refentment,’ of ftrong feelings, and who per-

" tinacioufly refifts every thing that he- regards- as an unjuft

affumption, may be confidered as having in him the feeds of

" .eminence, Nor is it eafily to ‘be conceived that fuch a man

thould not proceed from a fenfe of Juftice to fome - degree of

benevolence as Milton’s hero felt real compaffion and fympathy
for his partners in misfortune, o '

If thefe reafonings are to ‘be admitted, what judgment fhall Illiberality
‘we form of the decifion of doftor Johnfon, who, fpeaking of a ::: S‘E’I’:"
certain obfcure tranflator of the odes .of Pindar, fays, that he ffr?::sll;m
was “ one of the few pdets to whom .death needed not to be tretede
terrible ¥2”  Let it be remembered that the erroris by no means
peculiar to dottor Johnfon, though there are few inftances in
which itis carried to a more violent extreme, than in the general
tenour of the work from which this quotation is taken, It was
natural to expett that there would be a combination among the

multitude to pull down intelle€tual eminence, Ambition iscom-

* Lives.of the Pocts ¢ Life of W’c{t.
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“ 264 CONNEXION, & ' _ _ [
| BOOK 1V, mon‘ to all men ; and thofe, who are unable to ifé to diftinCtion;

: C\-—-qf-——-"HAPI e are at leaft willing to reduce others to their own ftandard. * No:

APPENDIX, No.TI, p. 242,

| Mbl:';mil-x’ man can completely underftand the charaGer of him with whom: |
'l ) ‘ dtO‘ o ’ . ’ i . :_;:: - . . ’ ) . :x
: : views, and we may be allowe : : B
; he has no. fympathy -of > But it is deeply: to be ve- - OF THE MODE OF EXCLUDING VISITORS. : ,f,
! revile what we do. not underftand.’ = But 1t 1 Ply: ' B
' fien have entered into this = : PR L B3
7 gretied that men of talents fhould {o often hav IT§ IMPROPRIETY ARGUED—FROM THE SITUATION IN 5
i lgar T
= t recolle€t with. pain: the vulg i
: combination. Who does. no WHICH IT PLACES L. THE VISITOR—2. THE SERVANT.— i
| bufe that Swift has thrown upon Dryden, and the mutual jea- o8 ECTIONS : PR’ETENDED NECESSITY 'OF THIS PRA ; |
? fi nd animofities of Roufleau-and Voltaire, men whoy iy K Fracs 3§
_ oufies a TICE, 1, TO PRESERVE us FROM INTRUSION-——z. 0 PREE. }
h operated for the falvation of the world & ’ i '
' "~ qught tQ have ca-op - - US FROM DISAGRBEABLE ACQ}_IAINTANCE.—-—CHARACTI‘.RS 1
. . " ’ -Elr
| - OF THE HONEST AND DISHONBST MAN IN ‘THIS RESPECT :
_Lcon PARED. o .
' : - R ’]"‘\ HIS prmclple refpeéhno' the obf'ervatlon of truth in the BoOK 1v, ' ;
R : | : CHAP.1V, L&
. o : ' common mtercourfes of hfe cannot perhaps be better —_—— %
L . - ArrExDIX, 3
xllufh'ated than from the famlhar and tnvxal cafe, as it is com~  No. 11, i
Its impro- 7
mon]y fuppofed to be, of a maﬁer du'e&mg hls fervant to fay priety
_ argued :
! - he is not at home, " as a means’ of freemg him frorn the mtmﬁon 5
of i lmpertment gueﬁs. No quefhon of morahty can be’ forelgn
) to the fcience of poht:cs ;s “nor will thofe few pages of the prefent
. work be found - perhaps the leaft va]uable, w}uch here - and m
_ ) > other places'-* are “dedicated to-the ‘réfutation ’ of errors, that
) ' ' ' by their: exténfive’ 1nﬂuence have perverted *the foundation'-of
TS Te U ED T L, e P P
moral and’ polxtlcal_]uﬁlce. A T I Y
- . - * Vide Appendicesto Book II, Chap. IL. R
: : L E o . . RS ' Mm | - Let
" _ : APPENDIX, N '
. ]
) - DU EESS RS R "-—-“'-“3557?'--“-'&.'7*"-1-“3?“‘;::7-‘:;a‘-‘;'v;a."::'.-.‘.':..;;:‘-.‘.‘_--;-;:_3.: B T LT T AT e TR L T LT e MR AT R L T S TR L s T A T Y T ne g e st
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BOOK 1V,
CHAP. 1V,
—
APPENDIX,
No. II.
from the
fituation in
which it
p'aces, 1. the
vifitor:

put our felves in

OF THE MODE OF

Let us firt, according to the well known axiom of morahty,
the place . of the perfon whom this anfiver
excludes. It feldom happens but ‘that he is able, if he be in
pofleffion of any difcernment, to difcover with tolerable accuracy
whether the anfiver he receives ‘be trie of falfe. There are a

thoul'and petty circumftances by which fal{hood continually ‘

detes itfelf, - The countenance and the- voice ‘of the fefvant,

unlefs long pra&nfed indeed in this leffon of deceit, his cold and
referved manner in the one cafe, and his free, mgenuous ‘and
unembarrafled “air in the other, will “almoft always fpeak a
language lefs ambiguous than his hps. ' But’ let us fuppofe only
that we vehemently fufpect the truth, It is not 1ntended to
keep us in ignorance of the euﬁence of - fuch a pra&xce. ‘He
that adopts it, is wxlhng to avow in general terms that fuch is
his fyﬁem, or he makes out a cafe for hlmfelf much lefs favour-
recezves th:s anfwer, feels in fp1te of h.tmfelf a contempt.f‘e; the
prevancatlon of the perfon he v1ﬁts. I appeal to the feclings of
every man in the fituation defenbed and T have no doubt that

he wxll find tlns to be then: true ftate in the firft mﬁance, how-‘

ever he may have a fet of. foPhli’ucal reafonings at hand by
which he may, in a few. minutes reafon down .the firft move-
ments of indignation, . He feels that the trouble he has taken
and the civility he intended intitled him .at leaft .to tmth ._in

yeturn. ‘ . .
] :

Having
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EXCLUDING VISITORS.

- ‘Having put ourfelves in-the place of the wﬁtor let us next BOOK IV.

put ourfelves in the’ place of the poor defpifed fervant. Let us
fuppofe 'thae we are ourfelves deftined as fons or hufbands ’to
give this.anfiver ‘that our father or our wife is not at home
when he or fhe is feally in' the houfe. ~ Should we not feel ou;
tongues contaminated with the bafe plebeian lic? Would it be

~ a fufficient opiate’ to ‘our- confciences to fay that “fuch is the

practice, and it is well underftood "’ It never can be underftood ;
its' very -intention-is, not to be underflood. We fay that “we
have certain arguments that prove the practice to be innocent.”
Are fervants only competent to underftand thefe arguments ?
Surely we ought beft to be able to underftand our own argu-
ments, and yet we thrink with abhorrence from the idea of per-
fonally' a&ing upon them. :

- Whatever fophxﬂry we may ‘have to excufe our ertor, nothing
is more certain than- that ‘our fervants ‘underftand ‘the leffon we
teach them to be a lie. It is accompanied by all the retinue of
falthood. Before - it can be gracefully pra&ifed, the fervant
. PR B | BY
the eafy impudence with ‘which it is uttered, he beft anfwers the -
purpofe of his mafter, or in other words the purpofe of deceit,
By the eafy impudence with which it is uttered, he beft ftifles
the upbraldlngs of his’own mind,- and conceals from othets the

muft be no mean proficient in' the myfteries of hypocrify.

fhame impofed on him by his defpotic tafk—m'tﬂer.

Before_this |
can be {ufficiently done, he muft have difcarded the ingenuous

* franknefs
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f} 268 ~OF THE MODE OF " EXCLUDING VISITORS. 269 % '
i o . franknefs by means of which the thoughts find eafy commerce ex_iﬂ:s.iri confiderable vigour in the ‘prefent ftatc of polithed fo- ook 1. i%
i Ao with the tongue, and the-clear and undifguifed’ countenance ci?ty,: .W]_lel“(‘: forms perpetnally intrude to cut off all intercourfe A"“.mx. ;
i No. 1. which ought to be the faithful ‘mirror of the mind. "-Do- you g betwéen the feelings of mankind; and I can fearcely tell 2 man  No- 11 , f
% think, when he "has ‘learned this degenerate léffon in one B on the one hand “ that I efteem his charatter and honour his "
t inflance, ‘that: it will produce no unfavourable effe(ts upon his virtues,” or on the other * that he is fallen into an error which ‘
; -genéral condud ? ‘Surely, : if we will pradtife vice, we ought at will be of prejudicial confequence to him,” without' tramphno' «i
) leaft to have the magnanimity to pradile it in perfon, not - upon-all the barriers of politenefs.” But is all this right? Is
! - cowardlike corrupt the principles. of another,. and oblige ‘him to 1 | -fnot :tye ef.teem t.)r. the~di'fapprob'zftion' of others a.n'long the moft %
do that ‘which we have not -the honefty tordare:to do/ for z powerful incentives to virtue or ‘punithments of vice? . Can we i
ourfelves, . R éven underfiand virtue and vice half fo well as we otherwife - %
P 3 . o S R fhould, if we ke unacquainted with the feelings of our mneigh- i
Olje@ions : But it is faid,  that this lie is neceﬁ'ary, and that the mter- ‘ bours refpetting them ?- If there be in the 1ift of our acquamtmce | ,E
Pretended  courfe of human fociety cannot be carried on without it.” \Vh'tt, -1ny perfoil whom we partlcularly dlﬂlLe, it ufisally happens that ‘
" this gig&?:e. is it not as eafy to fay, “I am engaged,” or ¢ indifpofed,” oras - : it is for fome moral fault  that we perceive or think we pcrcewe
; :.;}?o}:ci?.m the cafe may happen, as %1 am not at home " Are thefe an- in him. Why fhould he’ be Lept in ignorance of our opinion
K trufion: fwérs more infulting, -than - the. 11ni\reffally fufpe&cd anfier, refpeting hlm, and prevented from the opportunity either of
the notorious hypocnfy of “I am not at home ¢ e amendment or vindication ? 'I_f he be too wife or too foolifh, too
' Tt Ce i | ' virtuous or too vicious for us, why fhould he not -be -ingenu-
. T he purpofe mdeed for which this an{'wer is ufually em- “oufly told of his miftake in his intenided kindnefs to us, rather
ployed is a decéit of another kmd Every man has in the ca- [ than be fuffered to find it*out by fix months enquiry. from our
talogue of his acquamtance fome that he partmularly loves, and - fervants? R : )
1 : others to whom he is- indifferent, or’ perhaps worfe than indif- | | g |
] ferent. Thls anfwer leaves the: latter to fuppofe, if they pleafe, - This leads us to yet one more argument in favour of this dif- 2. to free us
that they are in the clafs of the fqrmer. .- And 'what is the bene- ' mgenuous pratice,  'We are told, “ there is no other by which i;fc;g{;
&it to refult from this indifcriminate; undiftinguifhing manner of . ~ wecan rid ourfelves of difagreeable acquamtmce. ‘How long Acquaintances
| . - ue'mng -our neighbours ? Whatever benefit xt be, it no doubt - ﬁlall this be one of the effecs of polithed fociety, to perfiade us
e . A exifts - B S . S - that
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270 OF THE MODE OF EXCLUDING VISITORS. 271 - B
Book iv: that we are incapable of doing the moft trivial offices for—our- he remind us of our faults ? It is with no mixture of afperity, 'BOOK 1V,
m felves? You may as well tell me, « that itis a matter of indif. of felfith difdain and infolent fuperiority. Of confequence it is CHAP. IV.
| No.IL. - penfible neceflity to have a valet to put on my ftockings.,” In fcarcely poflible he thould wound. Few indeed are- thofe effe- Arrexons, ’ti &
reality the. exiftence of thefe troublefome vifitors is owing to minate valetudinarians, who recoil from the advice, when they
the hypocrify of politenefs. Itis that we wear the fame indifcri- diftinguifh the motive,”. But, were it otherwife, the injury 'is no-
minte {inile, the fame appearance of cordiality and complacence to thing. Thofe who feel themfelves incapable of -fuffering the
all our acquaintance. Ought we to do thus? Are virtue and moft henevolent plain dealing, would derive leaft benefit from
" excellence entitled to no diftin@ions? For the trouble of thefc. the prefcnptlon, and they avoid the phyﬁcnn. Thus is he de- ,
impertinent vifits we may thank °“1jrel"’°5-" If we pradtifed no livered, without harfhnefs, hypocrify and deceit, from thofe whofe
deceit, if we affumed no atom of cordiality and efteem we did intercourfe he had leaft reafon to defire ; and the more hlS cha-
not feel, we fhould be little peftered with thefe buzzing intruders. raGer is underftood, the more ‘his acquaintance will be felec, his~
But one fpecies of falthood involves s in ‘another ; and he, that company being chiefly fought by the ingenuous, the well dif-
pleads for thefe lying anfivers to our’ vifitors, in‘reality pleads 'p_oi_'ed! and thofe who are defifous of improvement. | .! ,
the caufe of a cowardice, that dares not deny to vice the diftinc- _ _ - S ' S . 4
i tion and kindnefs that aré exclufively due to virtue, ' %ii :
glhear;?;:{st of 'The man who acted upon'this fyftem would be very far re- -: . ' o . L | §
:I:.:“cil!i;ﬂ:z?:& moved from a Cynic. ' The condu&t of men. formed upon the : a " S _ : - o }
refpet com-  fafhionable {yftem is a perpetual contradiction.  Atone moment ’ S SRR _ s a o
pree they fown upon .us with a fervility that difhonours the dignity - T S - , ' _ i%
of man, and at another treat us with a negle&, a farcaftic info- e
lence, and a fupercilious difdain, that are felt as the fevereft ?
cruelty, by him who has not the firmnefs to regard them with |
negle@. The condi: of the genuine moralift is equable and _ %
" uniform, He loves all mankind, he defires the benefit of all, 7 | . ;
: and this love and this deﬁlc are legible in- hls condudt,’ Does i — ‘ ' L E
| 0 he B | | "APPENDIX,
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 BOOK IV.

CHAP.1V.
-
ArPPEXDIT,

No. I1I.

A cafe pro-
.pofed. ‘

APPENDIX," No 0, p 252 _
SUBJECT OF SINCERITY RESUMED.

A CASE PROPOSED.—-;ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF CONCEAL-
MENT.——I’RE\"IOUS QUESTION ¢ 1§ - TRUTH IN GENERAL
TO BE PARTIALLY COMMUNICATED ?—“CUSTOMARY £F-~-

FECTS OF SINCERITY——OF INSINCERITY—UPON HIM _-

" WHO PRACTISES IT—I. TlIE SUSPENSION OI‘ IMPROV]I-
MENT — 2. MISA'NTHROPY — 3 DISINGENUITY -_— UPO‘I
THE SPECTATORS.——SINCERITY DELINEATED-—'ITS GENE~-
RAL IMPORTAI.\TCE.-—APPLICATION.—-'DU'IZY_ RESP'BCTING_

THE CHOICE OF A RESIDENCE.

. O enable us more accurately to judge of the extent of the
obligation to be fincere, let us fuppofe, « that I am
reﬁdént, as a native or otherw1fe, in the kingdom of Portugal,
and that I am of opinion that the eftablithment, civil and re~
ligious, of that country is in a high degree m_]urlousi to the .\Tel-
fare and improvement of the inhabitants.” Ought I explicitly
to declare the fentiments 1 entertain? To this queftion I an-
fwer, that ¢ my immediate duty is to feck for myfelf a different

refidence.”
e ' The

£ 2 SR S FRR e S P

SINCERITY RESUMED.
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The arguments in favour "of concealment in this cafe are bb- BOOK-1V.

vious. “ That country is fubject to a high degree of defpotiiin,
and, if I delivered my fentiments in this frank manner, eipe-
cially if along with this I were ardent and indefatigable in en-
deavouring to profelyte the inhabitants, my fincerity would not
be endured. In that country the infltitution of the holy inqui-
fition fill flourithes, and the fathers of this venerable coutt would
find means effeCtually to filence me, before I had well opened my
commiflion. * The inhabitants, “’11011)’ uhaccuﬁdméd to fuch bold
affertions as thofe I uttered, would feel their pious ears inexpref~
fibly fhocked, and the: martyrdom I endured, - inftead 'of: pro-
ducing the good effects with vwwhich martyrdom is fometimes at-

tended, would foon be forgotten, and, -as long as it was remem-

-bered, would be remembered only with execrations of my me-
‘mory. If on the contrary I concealed my fentiments, I might
{pend a long life in a&ts of fubftantial benevolence. If I con-

cealed them in part, 1 might perhaps by a prudent and gradual
difclofure effect that revolution in the opinions of the inhabi-

tants, which by my precipitation in the other cafe I defeated

-in the outfet. Thefe- arguments in favour of concealment are

not built upon cowardice and {felfithnefs, or upon a recolle&ion.
of the horrible tortures to which I fhould be fubje&ed They

“fow from confiderations of p"hxlanthropy, and an endeavour

fairly to eftimate in what mode my exertions may be rendered
moft conducive to the general good.”

N n - Before

CHAP. 1V,
——
APPENDIL,
No. 111,
Argamenis
in favour of
concealment,
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-BOOK 1V.
CHAP. IV.
—
. APPENDIX,
No. il
Previous
qudhon Is
truth in ge-
neral to be
partially com-
musicated 2

Luitomary
cfieéts of fin-

cerity:

SUBJECT OF

Before we enter upon their direct examination, it may be pro-~

per to premile fome general obfervations. In the firflt place, let

-us calmly enquire whether the inftance here ftated be of the na-
“ture ‘of an exception or a rule. “ Ought 1 univerfally to tell |
~only a fmall part of the truth at a time, carcful not to thock the
. prejudices of my hearers, and thus lead them nnperceptxbiy to
‘conclufions which would have revolted them at firft; or am [
.to pradtife this method only, where the rifk is great, and my life.

‘may be the forfeit - It would feem as if truth were a facred

depofit, which I had no right to deal out in fhreds to my. fellow

“men, juft as my temper-or my prudence thould - diftate. Tt

would feem as if it were an unworthy artifice, :by an ingenious

arrangement of my materials - to trick men into a conclufion, to

‘which franknefs, ingenuity and fincerity would never- have con-

-ducted them. It would feem as if the fhock 1T'am- “fo.careful to

_avoid were- favourable to the health and robuft conflitution- of
‘mind ; and that, though I might in. this way pp_oduce. leaft tem-
porary effect, the ultimate refult would afford.a balance greatly

in favour of undifguifed fincerity.

‘A fccond prehmmary proper to be introduced in-this place
_confifts in a recolle@ion of the ‘general effects of fincerity and
mﬁncenty, the reafons for which the one’is commonly laudable
and the other to be blamed independently of - the {ubjects-about
which they may be employed Sincerity is laudable, on account

f the firmnefs and energy of charalter it never fails to produce,
! _ o % An

TR S S

“® . "1
‘ An upright man,

'_they fall,

SINCERITY RESUDNMED

it hﬂs fometimes been i.hd “« ou"ht to

carry his heart in his hand.” He ouglit to have an invenuouf-

‘nefs which fhrinks from no examination. The commerce be-

tween his tongue and his heart is uniform. - Whatever he fpeaks

you:can depend upon-to be the truth and the whole truth, The-

defigns he has formed .he employs no artifice to conceal; He

tells you in-the firft inftance: * This is the propofition I mean

: T.will not take
you by furprife, If what I affirm be the truth, it will bear your

to demonftrate. . I put you'upon your guard.

the object in which my exertions were intended: to terminate.”

.

Infincerity is to be blamed, becaufe it has. an immediate

tendency to vitiate the integrity of chara@er. I muft conceal
the opinions I entertain,” fuppofe, “ from the hol-y' father in- ;
' .quifitor.”. 'What method thall I employ for this purpofe ?-Shall
‘lnde them as an impenetrable fecret from all the world ? If this be

the fyftem I adopt the confequence is an-inftant and immediate

end to the improvement of my mind, It is by the efforts of a

.daring - temper that improvements ‘and difcoveries ‘ are ‘made.

.The feeds of difcovery are fcattered .in every thmkmg mind,

but they are too frequently ftarved by the ungenial foil upon which
‘Every man {ufpe@s the abfurd;ty of kings and lords,

-and the injuftice of that glaring and oppreffive inequality which
fubfifts in moft civilifed countries, -Bu't"_h'e- da_i‘es :not let his

Nanz mind
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Acrutiny. If it were error, I could have recourfe to no- means

Jnore equivocal, than that of concealing in every ftep of the procels

of infince-
rity &
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BOOK 1V,
CHAP.IV.
—
Azreopiy,

NO. 115,

2. milan-
thropy @

3. difinge-
auity !

SUBJECT OF

mind loofe in fo 1dventurous a fubje@. If I tell my thoughts,
1 derive from the act. of communication encouragement to
proceed. I perccive in what manner they are received by others,
and this perception adts by rebound upor my own progrefs. If
they be received cordially, I derive new encouragement from
the approbation of others. If they be received with oppofition
and diftruft, T am induced to revife them. I dete& their ervors,.
or I firengthecn my arguments, and add new truths to thofe
which I had previoufly accumulated. What can excite me to
the purfuit of difcovery, if I know that I am never to commu-
nicate my difcoveries ? It is in the nature of things 1mpo{ﬁble,.

that the man,. who has determined with himfelf néver to utter:

the truths he knows, fhould be an mtrcpld and indefatigable- -

thinker. 'The link which binds together the inward and the.
outward man is indiffoluble ; and he, that is ot bold in fpeech

will néver be ardent and unprejudiced in enquiry. | Add to this,.
that confcious difguife has the worft effe@ upen the temper, and
converts virtue, which ought to be frank, focial and ingenuous

into a folitary, morofe and mifanthropical principle..

But let us conceive that the method I employ to prote& my--
felf from perfecution is different from that above ftated.. Let us.
fuppofe that I communicate my fentiments, but with _caution:
and referve. 'This fyftem involves with it an endlefs train of:
falthood, duphcu'y and tergiverfation.. When I communicate

my fentiments, it is under the inviolable feal of fecrecy.  Ifmy

zeal®

RN NSRS s Oy . -

SINCERITY RESUMED.

zeal carry me any great lengths, and my love of truth be 'udcnt

I (hall wifth to comimunicate it as far as the bounds of prudence ‘Y———r

will poflibly admit, and it will b.. ftrange if in a courfe of years
1 do nct commit one miftake in my calzulation. By grand
fecret is betrayed, and fufpicion is excited in the brealt of the

father inquifitor. 'What fhall I do now? Imuft, I fuppofe,

ftoutly deny the fat. 1 muft co’mpoﬁ: my features into a con--

fiftent expreflion of the moft natural ignorance and furprife, .

happy if L have made fuch progrefs in the arts of hypocrify and

falthood, as to-put the change upon the wild bealt who is ready.

to devour- me. The -moft confummate impoftor is upon.this. .

hypothefis the man of moft perfet virtue..

But this is not-all.. My character for benevolence being well
known, I am likely to be. furrounded: by p';;rfons of good:
humoured indifcrerion rather: than by inveterate enemies.. Of.
‘every man-who queftions  me’ ab'out'ffny'..real'fehtiments I muft.
determine_ firft,. whether. he fimply. wifh~to be informed, or-
~whether his defign be to betray me.. The charadter - of .virtue -
fecms in its own nature to' be that of firm and unalterable refo- -

lution, confident in its own integrity.. But the charatter.that.

refults from this fyftem begins in hefitation, .and ends in difgrace. -

T-am queftioned -whether fuch be my real fentiments. . I deny it, .

My queftioner returns to the charge with an, *Oh, but I heard :

it from fuch a one, and he -was prefent-when you delivered :
them,” What am I to-do now ? Am I to afperfe the charader of
- the.
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278 SUB]ECT OF -2?9
(:gri'l‘; }1‘;5 the honeft reporter of my words ? Am I to maks an 1mpotent fhould ftop every perfon that I meet in the fircet to inform him BOOX IV.
At CHAP. IV.
\—— cffort to get rid of the charge; and, inftead of Lﬁabh‘umg ‘my of my fentiments, It is not necellar y that I fhould perpetuall)' e
Arpesnpix,

A APpriNriy,
_ No. lil.  chara&er for orthodoxy, aftonith my informer with my cool and
; ;

intrepid cffrontery ?

- talk to the vulgar and iili terate of the deepeft .and fublimeft No- HI.

Ctruths.  All that is neccﬁary is, that I thould pradife no con-

TR ST L TR TIPS A R i Rt Tl T T

cealment, that I fhould pr(,fervc my difpofition and character

untainted. W hocvel queltions me, it is neceffary that I fhould

uponthe . Infincerity has the worft effect both upon him-who practifes,
have no fecrets or 1cferves, but be alway

fpeilators. . , _ _ ) . .
and upon them who behold it. It deprives virtue®of that

. confeious magnanimity and eafe, which ought ever to be ranked

s ready to return -
a frank and explicit anfwver, When I undeltaLe by argue.

ment to cflablith any principle, it is _neceflary that I fhould

“among its-nobleft effefts. It requires the perpetual exercife of
employ no circuitous methods, but’ clearly flate in the firft

prefeace of mind, not for the purpofe of telling the moft ufeful

et rier prwos St natil Lt Boew e ok e )

truths in the beft manner, but in order to invent a confiftent

inftance the obje& I have in view. Having fatisfied this origi

catalogue of lies, and to utter them with a ‘countenance at war ‘nal duty, I may fairly call upon my hearer for the exercife of i

with every thing that is paffing in my heart. It deftroys that his patience. * It is true,” I may fay, “ that the opinion I deliver : i

confidence on the part of my hearers; ‘which ought to be infe- -will appear fhocking to your pre:jitdiceé, but I will now deli- -

parable from virtue. They cannot all of them be expelted to berately and minutely affign the rea(ons upon which it is founded

- upder&and the deep plah pf benevolence and the total -negle® of ] If they appear fatisfa&ory, receive; if they be mconcluﬁve, re_]e& ?
all felfith and timid confiderations by which I am 'fuppo_ﬁng my ' _1t.‘ This is the gro_und w ork of ﬁncerlty. ‘The fuperftructure 1

}

is the propagation of every important truth,  becaufe i it conduces
. to the 1mprovement of man whether individually or collec.
tively ; and the tel]mb all I know of mylclf and of my neigh- . B E:
bour, becaufe firict juftice and unequivocal publmtyﬁu the beft

conduct to be regulated.  But they can all fee my duplicity and
férgiircrfation.' “They.all know that I excel the moft confum-
mate impoftor in’ the coolnefs with which I can utter’ falihood

~ and the craft with Wluch I can fupport it
- - {fecurity for every virtue,

Sincerityde-  Sincerity has fometimes been brought into difrepute by the

‘hineated,

abfurd f)r&eﬁl-accoi'ding to which it has been purfued, and fill : SiﬂCéﬁtY then, in ordinary cafes at.'leaﬂ féems tc') be of fo 1t .
s genera

oftener by the whimfical pi@ure which the adverfaries of undif- r much importance, that it is my duty firft to confider how to tmpotance.
tinguithing ﬁncenty have made of it. It is not neceﬁ'ary that T- preferve .

fhould

B
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£80 SUBJECT OF 2 SINCERITY RESUMED, 281
:;3‘:;; 2; preferve my fincerity untainted, and aftcr\\'ard:f to fele& ﬂl"i’ lfe& to quit the cowitry with all convenient fpeed.  His efforts in Por- gﬁgi} R’; ;%‘%t
> means in my power in cach particular fituation, of benefiting tugal would probably be vain ; but there is fome other country in  S=——-— i
A;i‘.‘;-‘f;;-’ -mankind. Eincerity is onc of thofe paramount and general rules which they will be attended with the happieft confequences. R‘:)E‘l‘}‘l" ’E;I
-which is never to give way to the affair of the day. 1 may .. 3*
vnz’s;me perhaps that falfhood and deceit may be moft beneficiel . : I maj' be objected, “that fome perfon muft begin the work Ej; .
in fome particalar inflances, as I might imagine upon the fubject A - > " of reformation in Portugal, and why fhould it not be the indi- “
- of a prccedmg ch‘.pter, that it would be virtuous to-plant my vidual of whom we are treating i’ But the anfwer is, that, in ;f
dagger in the heart of a tyrant. But we fhould be cautious of _ . ‘the fenfe fuppofed in this objedtion, it is not neceflary that any E
indulging our nnagm'ltlons m thefe'inflances. 'The great law of ’body fhould begin. Thefe great and daring truths ought to be ,}
dlways emp10) ing ingenuous and honourable means feems to be “publifhed in ]_‘.ngland, France and other countries; and the dif- :%E
of more importance than the exterminating any- local and tem- femination that will attend them here, will produce a report and ét
porary evils. I well know in the prefent cafe what good will afford an example, which after fome time may prepare them a ;g
refult from a frink and undifguifed principle-of action, and 2 favourable reception there. EF
what evil from deceit, duplicity and falthood. But I am much | ,;
lefs certain of the good that will arife under particular circum~ The great chain of caufes from which every event in the uni- l"%
ftances from a neglelt of thefe principles. ' - verfe takes its rife, has fufficiently - provided for the gradual in- ;
ftruétion of mankind, without its being neceflary that indivi- § ;
Aﬁpﬂca‘i"“' Having thus unfolded the true ground of reafoning upon this | duals thould wolate their principles and facrifice their integrity _ 1
. fubjec, we will return to the queftion refpecting the condudt to to accomplifh it. Perhaps there never was a mind that fo far | ' i§
be obferved by the reformer in Portugal, : outran the reft of the fpecies, but that there was fome country ; | i
' . ‘ ; . - i in which the man that pofleflfed it might fafely tell all he knew, '
Duty re- And here the true anfwer will perhaps be found to -be that : The fame caufes that ripen the mind of the individual are alting '
; c:::l: o ialc which has been above delivered, that a perfon fo far enlightened generally, ripening fimilar minds, and giving a certain degree *
“ﬁdm'ce. upon thele fubjeéts, ought by no conﬁderation to be prevalled _ of fimilar impreflion to whole ages and countries. 'There exift ) iﬁ%
upon to fettle in Portugal ; and, if he were there already, ought : perhaps at this very moment in Portugal, or foon will exift, ‘ {
p ' , . to’ minds, which, though mere children in fcience compared with ‘
: Oo their gi
, i
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BOOK }V their gigantic neighbours in a more favoured foil, are yet accu-

——— rately adapted to the improvement of their countrymen. If by any
APPENDIE,

No. 111,

fport of nature an exotic fhould fpring up, let him be tranfplant-
ed to a climate that will prove more favourable to his vigour and
utility. Add to this, that, when we are inclined to fet an inordinate
value upon our own importance, it may be reafonable to fufpect
that we are influenced by fome lurking principle of timidity or

vanity. It is by no means- certain that the individual ever yet

exifted, whofe life was of fo much value to the community, as

_to be worth preferving at fo great an’expence, 'as that of

his fincerity. -
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CHAP V.
OF FREE WILL AND NECESSITY.

IMPYORTANCE OF THE QUESTION.-——DEFINITION OF NECES-
SITY.—WHY SUPPOSED TO EXIST IN -THE- OPERATIONS
61“ THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE.—THE CASE OF THE OPE-
RATIONS OF MIND IS PARALLEL,—INDICATIONS OF NE-
CESSITY—IN HISTORY-—IN OUR JUDGMENTS OF CHA-
RACTER-—-IN OUR SCHEMES OF POLICY—IN OUR IDEAS
'.')F MORAL DISCIPL]NE.‘—OBJECTION FROM THE FALLI-
BILITY OF OUR EXPECTATIONS IN HUMAN CONDUCT.-—

ANSWER.—ORIGIN AND UNIVERSALITY OF THE SENTI~

MENT-OF FREE WILL.—THE. SENTIMENT OF NECESSITY:

ALSO UNIVERSAL.—THE TRUTH OF THIS SENTIMENT
ARGUED FROM THE NATURE OF VOLITION.—HYPOTHE-~
§1S OF FREE WILL EXAMINED,—SELF-DETERMINATION,—
INDIFFERENCE—THE WILL NOT A DISTINCT FACULTY.
"—FREE 'WILL DISADVANTAGEOUS TO ITS POSSESSQR.—
'OF NO-SERVICE TO MORALITY.

H AVING now finifhed the theoretical part of our enquiry,

fo far as appeared to be neceflary to afford a foundation
for our reafoning rcfpe&mg the different prowﬁons of political
Oo2

inftitution,

BOOK 1V,
CHAP. V.
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BOOK IV. inftitution, we might dire&tly proceed to the confidetation of foundation of moral reafoning of every fort. But there are well ggg?l\}’ . .
CHAP. V. thofe provifions. It will not however be ufelefs to paufe in difpofed perfons, who notwithftanding the evidence with which “~——" ;
this place, in order to confider thofe general principles of the hu- it is attended, have been alarmed at its confequences ; and it.was- _ }

man mind, which are moft intimately connected with the topics . perhaps proper, in compliance with their miftake, to fhew that- ?

of political reafoning *. : : th'c moral reafonings of ﬂlis work did not ftand in need of this. §

fupport, in any other fenfe than moral reafonings do upon every- L

T —— . other {ubjed.

None of thefe principles feems to be of greater importance

. T'o the right underftanding of any : “may be Definitionof
than that which affirms that all a&tions are neceffary. : & g of any arguments that  may ncic';‘ﬁ't;ﬁ“"

adduced under this head, itis requifite that we fhould have a clear

LY gL PRI A L g AT DY

o A T A T T it e e S AT S

idea of the meaning of the term neceflity. . ‘He who affirms that.

Tmportance Moft of the reafonings upon which we have hitherto been

of the quel- employed, though perhaps conftantly built upon this dotrine all altions are neceffary,. means, that, if we form.a juft and.
2

tion, 2o a poftulate, il yet by their ntrinfic evidence, however in- : complete view - of all the circumftances in which a living or in-- .
& [ ] - . . . . . . - 51,
confiftently with his opinion upon this primary topic, be admit- telligent being is placed, we fhall ﬁnd_ that he could not in any: il
. . moment of his exiftence have acted otherwife than he has aed.. HY
ted by the advocate of free will. But it ought not to be the . . ' d c . ;._ 4
prefent defign of political enquirers to treat the queftions that According to this aflertion there is in the tranfaCtions of mind: j?
. "t - nothing loofe, precarious and ain, this queftion:

may prefent themfelves fuperficially. Tt will be found uptfn . £ ’ P ' lfncert .n - Upon ls-(.l e‘ ion %
maturer reflection that this do&@trine of moral neceffity includes in the advocate of liberty in the philofophical fenfe. muft join _1ﬂ'ue.. o
it confequences of the higheft moment, and leads to a bold and He muft, if he mean any thing, deny this certainty of conjunc-- %
comprehenfive view of man in fociety, which cannot poffibly be tion between moral antecedents and confequents.. Where all is- %
tertained by him who has embraced the oppofite opinion, conftant and invariable, and the events that arife uniformly flow - E

_ entertal . :

Severe method would have required that this propofition fhould from the circumftances in which they originate, . there can be no.

have been eftablithed in the firft inftance, as an indifpenfible liberty.

# The reader, who is indifpofed to abftrofe fpeculations, will find the other “Itis aqknowledged that in the events of the.inaterial univerfe Why fup. -

members of the enquiry fufficiently connedted, without an exprefs refcrence to every pofed toexift -
the semaining part of the prefent book, . i - 7
: foundation
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i
n(f)lglli. I\‘;'. thing is fubjected to this neceflity. The tendency of inveftiga- - exiftence, we cannot avoid believing that there is fome caufe prec- 31019_:15 I‘Y y

CHAPL V. : ively i i n knowledge . . . .. ) 1AP.V.

‘--Tﬂf—-—-' tion and enquiry relatively to this topic of huma 5 ducing this uniformity of event, But the principle or virtue by ‘“——~— i
mthe operas - o - our improve- ) . ..
tions ‘.‘fl"“’. has been, more effe@imally to exclude chance, as : which one event is conjoined to ancther we never fee, i
teri Ili- 2 . . §- 75
cafe, ments extended.  Let us confider what is the fpecies of evidence f'

. : 16 TOI i folid : e . . . .

that has fatisfied philofophers upon this poiat. Their only fo Let us take fome familiar illuftrations of this truth. Can it be -

: peri . rgument . . . .
g ground of reafoning has been from experience. "The arg _ imagined that any man by the infpetion and analyfis of gun-
3 which has induced mankind to conceive of the univerfe as go-

i
3
i
;Ej

verned by certain laws, and to entertain the idea of neceflary
connexion between fucceflive events, has been an obfgrved fimi-
larity in the order of fucceffion. 1f, when we had once rt_ema'rk-
ed two events fucceeding each other, we had never had oceafion
to fec that individual fucceflion repeated ; if we faw innumerable
events in perpetual progreffion without any apparent order, fo
that all our obfervation would not enable us, when we beheld
one, to ﬁronounce that another of fuch a particular clafs might

be expetted to follow ; we fhould never have conceived of the

3 o
exiftence of neceflary corfnex‘ion, or have had 3 ides corre- atifing from the following circumftance, All human knowledge gy
fponding to the term caufe. is the refult of perception, We know nothing of any fubftance f

. - but by experience. If it prdduc_ed no effedts, it would be no §
Hence it follows that all that. firi@tly fpeaking we know - fubje&t of human infelligehce. We collet a confiderable num- f‘

of the material univerfe is this fucceffion of events. Uniform
fucceflion irréﬁﬂibly forces upon the mind the idea of abftra®
connexion. When we fee the fun conftantly rife in the morning
and fet at night, and have had occafion to obferve this pheno-

menon invariably taking place through the whole period of our
- ‘ ' exiftence,

powder would have been cnabled, previoufly to experience, to
predict its explofion? Would he previoufly to experience have
been enabled to predid, that one piece of marble having a flat and
polifhed furface might with facility be protruded along another
in a horizontal, but would with confiderable pertinacity refift
feparation ‘in a perpendicular. dire@ion? The fimpleft pheno-
mena of the moft hourly occurrence were originally placed at an
cqual diftance from human fagacity. . -

There is a certain degree of obfcurity incident to this fubject

ber of thefe effeits, and, by their perceived uniformity having
reduced them into general claffes, form a general idea annexed
to the fubjet that produces them. It muft be admitted, that a
definition of any fubftance, that is, any thing that deferves to be
Called knowledge refpecting it, will enable us to predi¢t fome-of
its future poffible effects, and that for this plain xeafon, that defi-

nition:
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nition is prediction under znother name. But, though, when
we have gained the idea of impenetrability as a general pheno-
menon of matter, we can predict fome of its effects, there are

others which we cannot prediét: or in other words, we know

aone of its effe@s but fuch as we have actually remarked, added

to an expedation that fimilar events will arife under fimilar cir-

cuinftances, proportioned to the conftancy with which they have
been obferved to take place in our paft experience.  Finding as
we do by repeated experiments, that material fubftances have the
property of refiftance, and that one fubfance in a flate of reft,
when impelled by another, pafies into a flate of motion, we are
ftill in want of more particular obfervation to enable us to pre‘—.
did the fpecific effetts that will follow from this impulfe in each
of the bodies. Enquire of a man who' knows nothing more of
matter than its gencral property, of impenetrability, what will be
the refult of one ball of matter impinging upon another, and
you will {foon find how little this general property can inform

him of the particular laws of motion. We fuppofe him to know
tion to the fecond ball. But what

1Vhat effeéts will the
Will it continue to

that it will communicate mo
quantity of motion will it communicate ?

" impulfe produce upon the impelling ball?

move in the fame direttion? will it recoil in-the oppofite direc-

tion ? will it ﬂ-y off obliquely, or will it fubfide into a flate of

reft? All thefe events will appear equally probable to him whom

A ferics of obfervations upon the paft has not inftruCted as to

what he is to expeét from the future,

4

From

TR g

,  AND NEGESSITY.

From thefe remarks we may fufficiently collet what is the
{pecies of knowledge we poffefs refpecting the laws of the material

. s
univerfe. No experiments we are able to make, no reafonings we

are able to deduce, can ever inftruét us in the principle of caufa- -

tion, or thew us for what reafon it is that one event has, in
every inftance in which it has been known to occur, been the

precurfor of another event of a certain given defcription. Yet-

we reafonably believe that thefe events are bound together by a
perfe@ neceffity, and exclude from our ideas of, matter and
motion the fuppofition of chance or an uncaufed event, Affo-
ciation of ideas obliges us, after having feen two evet;ts perpetu-
ally conjoined, to pafs, as foon as one of them occurs, to the re~
colle@ion of the other : and, in cafes where this tranfition never

deceives us, but the ideal {ucceflion is zﬂways found to be an

exa& copy of the future event, it is impoffible that this fpecies

of foreﬁght fhould not convert into a general foundation of rea-
foning. 'We cannot take a fingle fiep  upon this fubje&, which
does not partake of the fpecies of operation we denominate ab-

289
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ey !

firaction. Till we have been led to confider the rifing of the

fun to-morrow as an incident of the fame fpeciesas its rifing to-
day, we cannot deduce from it fimilar confequences. It is the
bufinefs of fcience to carry -this talk of generalifation to its
fartheflt extent, and to reduce the diverfified events of the uni-
verfe to a fmall number of original principles.

Let us proceed to apply thefe reafonings concerning matter to
‘P P ~ the
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OF FREE WILL

Boo% V. the illuftration of the theory of mind. Isit ‘poffible in this latter

theory, as in the former fubjed, to difcover any general princi-
ples? Can intelle€t be made a topic of fcience? Are we able to
reduce the multiplied phenomena of mind to any certain ftand-

ard of reafoning ? If the affirmative of thefe queftions be con-

ceded, the inevitable confequence’ appears to be, that ‘mind, as

well as matter, exhibits a’ conftant conjunction of events; and

affords a reafonable prefumption to the neceﬂ'ary connexion of

thofe events. It is’ of no importance that “we cannot fee the.

ground of that- connexion, “or imagine: how propoﬁtions and

reafoning, when prefented {o-the mind of a percipient being,

are able by neceflary confequence to generate volition and animal.

motion ; for, if there be 'any truth in the above reafonings, we
are equally incapable of perceiving the ground of connexion
between any two events in the material univerfe, the common:

and received opinion that we do pperceive fuch ground of con-

“nexion bemg in reality nothmg more than a vulgar prejudice..”

That mmd is a t0p1c of fc1ence may be argued from all thofe
branches of literature and euqmry which have mind’ for their
fubjet. 'What {pecies of amufement or inftru&ion - would hif-
tory afford us, if there were no ground of inference from moral
caufes to effets, if certain temptations and mducements did not

in all ages and climates produce a certain feries of attions, if we

were unable to trace connexion and a principle of unity in men’s.

tempers, propentities and tranfations ! 'The amufement would

. be:

f‘?ﬁ“.‘»&ﬁ*a‘? . . P e . . . .

"‘3

TR | el e e e
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be inferior to that which we derive from the perufal of a chro.
nological table, where events have no order but that of time H
fince, however the chronologift may neglet to mark the inter-
nal connexion between fucceflive tranfactions, the mind of the
reader is bufied in fupplying that connexion from mMemory or
imagination: but the very idea of fuch connexion would never
have ﬁ:wgcfted itfelf, if we had never found the fource of that
idea in experience. The inftruction anﬁng from the perufal of

hiftory would be abfolutely none; fince’ mﬂru&ion implies in -
“its very nature the claffing ,and_gcnerahﬁng_of objedts. But,

upon the fuppofition on which we are arguing, all objects would
be um_:orfl_n'c&c_c_l and disjunét, without the poﬁibilit}r of afford.
ing any grounds of reafon_ing or principles of {cience. )

The xdea correfpondent to the term_charater mewtably in-

cludes in it the 1ﬂ'umpt10n of ueceﬁ'ary connexion. 'The cha-

. yadter of any man is the refult of a long feries of 1mpreﬁions

commumcated to his mind, and modifying it in a certain man-

 ner, fo as to enable us, from a number of thefe modifications and

1mpreﬂions being given, to predxét hls condu& I—Ience arife
his temper and habits, refpe&mg which we reafonably conclude,
that they will not be abruptly fuperfeded and reverfed ; and that,

if they ever be reverfed, it will not be acc1dentaliy, but in con-

fequence of fome firong reafon perfuading, or fome cxtraordmary

event modifying his mind, If there were not this original and
effential connexion betwcen motives and a&ions, and, which
Pp2 forms

A e S AR A S e el e T VeIl W Gles BNl et gt .
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in our judg-
ments of cha.
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292 OF FRER WILL

lé%?&“’ forms one particular branch of this principle, between men ()
‘——= paft and future aQions, there could be no fuch thing as charatter,
or as a ground of inference enabling us to predi®t what men

would be from what they have been.

:'f;‘::lfg‘emﬂ - From the fame idea of neceffary connexion arife all ‘the
fchemes of policy, in confequence of which men propofe to
themfelves by a certain plan of condué to prevail upon others

- to become the tools and inftruments of their purpofes. All the
. arts of court{hlp and flattery, of playmg upon men’s hopes and
. fears, proceed upon the: fuppofition that mind is fubje to cer-
‘tain laws, and that, provided we be fkilful and affiduous enough

in applying the caufe, the effeét will inevitably follow.

“n our ideas ‘Leﬁly, the idea of moral difcipline proceeds entirely upon this
viplive.  “principle. 1 carefully pérfuade, exhort, and exhibit motives
. to anothee, it is becau{'e I believe that motives have a tendency

to influence his condué‘t If I reward or pum!h him, either with

a view to his own improvement or as an example to others, it

- is becaufe I have been led to believe that rewards and punith-

-ments are calculated in their own ‘nature to affeCt the fentiments

. and pra&tices of mankind.

Objetion ~ There is but one concewable ob_]eé'tlon againft the inference
from the falli-

vility of our - from thefe premifes to the neceflity of human actions, - It may
expetiations

in human. -be alledged, that ¢ though there is a real connexion between
CONaLE,

motives
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motives and actions, yet that this condexion may not amount %%?él{-
to a certainty, and that of confequence the mind flill retains an ‘“-~——*
inherent aQivity by which it can at pleafure diffolve this con-
nexion, Thus for example, when I addrefs argument and per-
fuafion to my neighbour to induce him to adopt a certain fpe-
cies of condudt, I do it not with a certain expeation of fuccefs,
and am not utterly difappointed if all my efforts fail of their

effect. I make a referve for a certain faculty of liberty he is .

_fuppofed to poflefs, which may at laft countela& the beft digefted

projeéts.”

But in this obje@tion there is nothing pecuhar to the cafe of Anfiver.
mind, Itis juft foin matter. I fee a part only of the premifes,
and therefore can pronounce only with un¢ertainty upon the con-

clufion. A philofophical expe'riu‘xex.lt,:l which “has fucceeded a

hundred- times, may altogether ail upon' the néxt trial.” “But

‘what does the philofopher conclude fromthis? Not that there
isa liberty of choice in his retort-and his materials, by which
they baffle”the beft formed: expe&atiohs. Not that’ the - con-
nexion between effets and caufes is imperfe&, and that part of

. the effe@ happens from no caufe at all. = But that there was

fome other caufe concerned whofe operation he did not perceive,
but which a frefh inveftigation will probably lay open to him.
When the fcience of the material univetfe was in its infancy,

men were fufficiently prompt to refer events to accident and
- chance ; but the farther they have extended their enqumes and

obferv'ttwn,,
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obfervation, the more reafon they have found to conclude that

every thing takes place according to neceffary and univerfal

laws.

"The cafe is exacly parallel with refpect to mind. The po-

litician and the philofopher, however they may fpeculatively en-

tertain the opinion of fre¢ will, never think of introducing it

into their fcheme of accounting for events. If an incident turn
out otherwife than they expected, they take it for granted, that
there was fome unobferved bias, fome habit of thinking, fome
prejudice of education, fome fingular affociation of ideas, that
difappointed their- prediction ; and, if they be of an ative and
enterprifing temper, they return, like the natural phtlofopher, to
fearch’ out the fecret fpring of this unlooked for event..

. The refle@ions into which we have entered upen the do&rine
of caufes, not only afford us a ﬁmple and 1mpreﬂive argument
in favour of the dotrine of neceﬂity, but fuggeﬁ a very obvious
reafon why the do&rine oppoﬁte to :this has been - in a certain
degfee the general opinion of 'mankind. It has a.ppeared'-that
the idea of neceffary -connexion between events of any fort is
the leffon of experiencé, and the vulgar never arrive at’the uni-
wverfal applicationof this principle ‘even to’ the phenomena of
the material univerfe.” " In the eafieft and moft familiar inftances,
fuch as the 1mpmgmg of one” ball of matter upon another and

.its confequences, they willingly. admit the interference of chance,

7

or

AND NECESSITY.

or an event uncaufed.” - In this inftance however, as both the im-
pulfe and its effects are fubje&s of ebfervation to the fenfes, they
readily imagine that they perceive the abfolute principie which
caufes motion to be communicated from the firft ball to the fe-
cond. Now the very fame prejudice and précipit;zt_e_ cqqeluﬁon,
which induce them to believe that. they difcover t-he.brihcii;le
of motion in objets of fenfe, a&t in ‘an oppofite dire@ion

295
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f——

with refpet to fuch objels as canﬁot be fubjected to the exa- '

mination: of fenfe., - The manner in which an idea or propoﬁnon
fuggeﬁed to the mind of a percipient bemg produces ammal mo-
tion they never fee ;- and therefore readily conclude that there is
no nece{fary connexion between thefe events.

But 1f the vulgar wﬂl umverfally be fouud to be the advo-
cates of free” jwnll they are not- Ieﬁ: ﬁrongly, however mconﬁft..
ently, 1mpreﬁ'ed with the behef of the do&nne of neceﬂity It

is a well Lnown and a Jllﬂ: obfervanon, that ‘were it not fm the'

exiftence cf general Iaws to which the events of the maxenal
univerfe always conform, man could never have been. elther a
reafonmg or a moral being. The moﬁ conﬁderable a&xons of
our lives are dlre&ed by foreﬁght. It is becaufe he forefees the
regular fucceﬁlon of the feafons, thit the farmer fows hls field;
and after the e}..plratlon of a certam term expedls a crop There
would be no kindnefs in my admlmﬁenng food to the hungry,
and no mjuﬁxce in’ my thruﬁmg a drawn fword agam{’c the

bofom

The fenti-
ment of ne-
ceflity alfo
univerfal.
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BOOK 1V. bofom of my friend, if it were not the eftablithed quahty of food
CHAP. V.,

\——— to nourith, and of a fword to wound.

But the regularity of events in the material univerfe will not

of itlelf afford a fufficient foundation of morality and prudence. -

The voluntary conduét of our neighbours enters for a fhare into
almoft all thofe calculations upon which our own plans* and de-
terminations are founded. If voluntary conduct, as well as ma-
terial impulfe, were not fubjeQed to general laws, included in
the fyftem of caufe and effet, and a legltlmate topic of prcdxc—
tion and forefight, the certainty of ‘events in the material uni-
verfe would be produ@ive of little benefit.~ But in reality the

mind paffes from one of thefe topics of fpeculation to the other,

without 'u:curate]y dxﬂmbutmg them into clafles, or imagining

that there is any difference in the certaloty with which they are
attended. - Hence it appears that the moft uninftruted peafant
or artifan is praQically a neceffarian, The farmer calculates as
fecurely upon the inclination of mankind to’ buy his corn when
it is brought into the market, as upon the tendency of the feafons
to ripen it. 'The labourer no more fufpe@s that his employer
will alter his mind and not pay him his daily wages, than he
fufpe&s that his tools will efufe to perform thofe fundions to-
day, in which they were yefterday employcd Wlth fuccefs *.

* The reader will ﬁml the fubftance of the above arguments in a more diffu-

five form in Hume's Enqulry concerming Human Underﬁandmgi b‘““g the

f has Eflays,
third part of his Effays Another
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AND NECESSITY.

~Another argument in favour of the do@rine of necéflity, ‘not
Tefs clear and irrefiftible than that-from the confideration of caufé
and ‘eﬁ'e& will ‘arife from any confiftent  explication that ‘can be

given of the nature ‘of voluntary motion. The motions of the

animal ‘fyftem - diftribute themfelves into two great *claffes, vo-

. luntary and iﬁi*@lu’ntary’. Involuntary *motion, whether it be

conceived to take place independently of the mind, or to be the
refult of ‘thquglii:.and perception, is fo called, becaufe the con<

297

BDOK 1V,
CHAP. V.

-
The truth of
this fenti-
ment argued
from the na-
ture of voli-
tien,

fequences -of ; that :motion;- éither 'in “whole or ‘in ‘part,’ did ‘nqt

enter into the view of the mind when the ‘mofioii commenced,
“Thus the :cries of a new-born infant are not lefs involuntary
than the circulation of the b‘ldbd 5 it being ‘uﬁpoﬁible that the
founds - firlt refulting " from “acertain agitation- of the anunal
" frame: fhould be’ forefeen, ﬁnce forefight -is - the frlut -of - etpe-
gonce. 1 S e el il L R _

From thefe obfervations we may deduce " a rational and con-
fiftent account of the nature ‘of volition,
that which is accompanied with forefight,-and flows from inten-
tion and defign. " Volition'is that ftate of -an intellectual :"beiné,"
in which,:the mind being affefted in’ a-certain manner by the
apprehenfionof an: ‘end to be accomphfhed a certain motion of

the organs and members of the ammal frame isfound.to be pro<
duced.- C

Here then the advocates of intelledtual liberty have a clear-
" Q.q dilenima

Voltintary motion is .
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OF FREE WILL

BOOK IV- ditemma propofed to their choice. .. They muft afcribe this frec~

CHAY

\-—-—»——-—" dom, this imperfe& connexion-of effets and. caufes, cither to cur

voluntary or our involuntary motions. . They have already made

| their determination. They-are aware. that to afcribe freedom: to-

that which is involuntary, even. 1f the affumption could be main-
ta.med would be altogether. foreign to the- great fub_]eé’cs of mo--
ral, theologlcal or political enqmry.‘:. Man would. not be in any
degree more of an agent or an accountable being, though it eould:
be proved that all his. involuntary, motions fprung up in a for=-
tuitous aﬁdeaprieiou_s;ganner., O S TR
But on the other hand: to afcnbe ffeedom to our’ voluntary'
luntary any farther than it is accompamed W1th intention and
defign, and flows from the apprehenfion of an-end to be ace
complifhed.  So far as it flowsin any degree from another fource,
{o far it is involuntary. The. new-born, infant forefees nothing,
therefore all his motions -are mvoluntary A perfon-asrived ‘at
maturity takes an extenfive furvey of the confequences of his ac«
tions, therefore he is eminently a ;voluntary and - rational beings
If any part of my: ¢condu& be deftitute of -all forefight of the ef

fects to- refult, - who ‘is there that:afcribes to it depravity and .-

vice? Xerxes acted juft as foberly as fuch a'reafoner, when he

caufed his atténdants to inflit a tboufand lathes on the Wat'tes, of

the Hellefpont,

Tlie

b A R e S T S e

. dent, if we confider the abfurdlty of the oppofite h) pothefis

AND NECESSITY.
The truth of the doftrine of neceflity will be fill ‘more evi-

v

One of its principal ingredients is felf determination, leerty

299
BOOK 1V,
CHAP.V.

L——'—u———}
Hypothefis
of free will
examined,

in an imperfe& and- popular fenfe is aferibed to-the motions of Self determi-

‘the animal fyftem, when they refult from " the forefight and de-
liberation of the intelle@, and not from external -cor‘npulﬁ'on. It
is in this fenfe that the word is commonly ufed in moral and po-
litical reafoning, Philofophleal reafoners therefore; who' have
defired to vindicate the property of freedom, not only to -our
~external motions, but to the afts of the mind, have been obhged
1o repeat this procefs, Our extemal ations are then faid 1o be
free, when they truly refult from the determination’ ‘of the mind.
If our vohtlons, or internal 'a&s be alfo free, they mutft in like
anner refult from the determmatlon of - the- mind, or in other
wotds, “ the Imnd in. adoptmg them” ‘mift be  felf determined.”
Now nothing -can’ be more evident than that'that in whlch theé
mind exercifes its ﬁ'eedorn, muft be an 4& of the mind, leerty
‘therefore according to this hypotheﬁs confifts i in thxs, that every'

<hoice we make has been'chofen by 'us, and " every a@ of the
- mind been preceded and produced by an aé of the mind, This

isfo ttue, that in reality the ultunate act is not ﬁyled free’ ﬁ'om
any quahty of its own, but beeaufe the mmd in adoptmg it Was
felf determmed that is, becaufe it was pleceded by another a&.
The ulumate a& refulted completely from’ the determmatton
that was its precurfor. It was itfelf neeeﬂ'ary H and 1f we would
iook for freedom, it muft be in the preceding a& Bufin that

Qq 2 preceding

nation.
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: BOOKIV. preceding act alfo, if the. mind were free, it was felf determined,. = Frave an equal tendency to all diretions, and then the refult muft- BOOX 1v.” ;
cuar.v, P J i ! . . _ _ CHAP. V. [
A—~— that is,-this volition was chofen by a preceding volition, and by be a ftate.of perpetual-reft.. ' | Nyt

the fame reafoning this alfo by another antecedent to.itfelf, Al

the acts except the firft were neceflary, and followed each other
as inevitably as the links of a chain do, when the firft link. is-
drawn forward.. But then neither. was this firft a&t free, unléfs

the inind in.adopting it were felf determined, that is, unlefs this .

alt were. chofen by. a preceding a&. Trace back the chain -as
far as you pleafe, cvery. a&. at which you arrive is neceffary.
"That a&, which gives the charafter of freedom to the whole, can

i i GRG

The abfurdity of this confequence is fo evident, that' the ad--
vocates- of intellectual liberty have endeavoured to deftroy its.
force by means of a diftincion. * Motive,” it has been faid, .
“ is indeed the occafion, the fine gna non:of: volition, but it has:
no inherent  power to compel’ volition.. Its influence depends -
upon the free and: unconftrained . furrender. of the mind. Be-

tween oppofite motives -and confiderations the" mind can-chocofe

Badrts op 41 o aned aneH

§ never be difcovered ; and, if it.could, in its. own nature includes as it pleafes,. and’.by-its determination can-convert’ ' the motive:

which isweak and infufficient in the companfon into theftrongeft.”
Bat-this hypothefis will . be found exceedingly inadequate to the:

a contradiétion}._ o

AL 4 APt sl s E e RS e g AL L A 2N

Todifferences . Another idea {vhiéh belongs'to the l{ypotliéﬁé of felf deter-

mmatlon, is, that the mind- is not neceffarily inclined this way

purpofe for which it is produced. 'Motives muft either "have a-

neceflary and irrefiftible influence, or.they can have no influence :

£
ke
e
EX
pea
=

or that by the motives which. are prefented to. it, by the clear-
nefs or obfcurity- with: which they are apprehended; or by. the
temper. and character which precedmg habits may have gene-
rated ; but that by its inherent. a€t1v1ty it is equally capable of
- proceeding either- way, and paffes to its. determination from a
previous ftate. of abfolute indifference. Now what fost of altivity
is that which'is equall_y mclmed to all kinds of a&zons? Let us
fuppofe a particle of matter endowed with an mherent propenﬁty
to motmn. Tlns propenﬁty muft cither be to move in one par-
tlcular dlre&mn, and. then’it muft for ever move in that direc~

A Y RN e

at alln

For, firft, it muft be remembered, that the ground ‘or reafon-
of any event, of whatever nature it be; muft: be"cb'ntainéd"
among the circumftances whick precede that event,- The mind "
is fuppofed to'be ina flate of previous indifference, and there- -
fore cannot be, in itfelf confidered, the fource of the particulai"
choice that is made, TFere is a motive on one fide.and a- mo-

tive onithe other: and between thefe 11e the true gr0und and”

b gpbe e e e oA P O DT ROV e T3 1t Prmpeihond e e

reafon of preference, But, wherever, there. is tendency to pre-

ference, there may. be degrees of tendency. - If. the degrees be-

twn unlefs countera&cd by fome external 1mpreﬂion or it muft
: ' have
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302 OF FREE WILL —

BQOK'IV. equa] preference cannot follow : itis equivalent to the putting

- CHAP, V.

et requal weights into the oppofite fcales of a balance. If one of
‘them have a greater tendency to preference than the other, that
'whu:h has the greateft tendency muft ultimately prevail, When
-two thmgs are balanced .againft each other, fo much amount
may be concéived to be ftruck off from each fide as exifts in the
{maller fum, and the overplus that belongs to the greater is all

hat truly enters into the confideration,

'Add to this, fecondly, that, if motive ‘have not a neceflary in-
fluence, it is altogether fuperfluous. The mind cannot ﬁrﬂ:
-¢hoofe to be influenced by = motive, and afterwards fubmit to
dts operation.: for in that cafe the preference would belo::.lg
wholly to this previous volition, The determination would. in
:reality be complete in the firft inftance ; and the motive, which

came in afterwards, might be the pretext, ‘but could not be the

true fource of the proceeding®.

The will not 'Laﬁl-y, it may be obferved.upon the hypothefis of free will,
e no

adifiudfie 30 ¢ho whole fyftem is built upon a diftin@tion where there is
«ulty. :

no difference, to wit, a diftinGtion between the intelle€tual and

| adtive powers of the mind, A myfterious philofophy taught

. men to fuppofe, that, when the underftanding had- perceived
any obje&t to be defirable, there was need of fome diftin&

* The argument from the impoffibility of free will is treated with great fosce

* of reafoning in Jonathan Edwards's Enquiry into the Freedom of the Will.
- 2 power
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power to put the body in motion. But reafon finds no ground B?_&l% I“;.-
for this- fuppofition ;: nor is it- poffible to conceive, that, in the. “———’
cafe of an intelletual faculty placed in-an aptly organifed: body, .
preference can exift; together with a confcioufnefs, gained - from -
experiénée,.pf our power to obtain the objeft preferred, without

a certain motion of the animal frame being the neceffary - refult.

’

We need only attend to fhe obvious meaning of the terms in- :
order to perceive that the will is-merely,.as it has been happd}r
termed, the laft a of the: underﬂandmg, one of - the dlﬂ'erentf
cafes of- the -affociation” of ideas.. What indeed . is preference,-
but a perceptlon of fomethmg that really 1nheres or is fuppofed .
to inhere i in the objects themfelves 2: It is the judgment; true or-
erroneous, whmh the mmd makes refpe&mg fuch things ‘as are -
brought into companfon w1th each’ other,. If this had been-
fuﬂicmnﬂy attended to, . the - freedom of the wﬂl Would never‘
have been gravely mamtmncd by phllofophlcal Wnters, fince no :
man ever- 1mag1ned that we were- free to feel or not to feel an:
1mpreﬂ' 10n: made upon.- our- organs, and to: beheve or -not to:

believe a propofitlon demonﬁrated to. our undeﬂtandmg

It muft be unneceﬂ'ary* to add: any thing farther-on this head, . I‘ree will dif-
admntageous

unlefs it be-a-momentary recolléftion -of the .fort of benefit that }:rilﬁ poffef-
freedom : of the will would confer. upon us, Luppofing it'to be-
poflible.. Main-being, as we have now found him . to be, a.
fimple fubftance, governed by the apprehenﬁons of his under--

ﬁandmg, nothmg farther is requifite but the improvement of his.

reafomng :
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BOOK IV
CHAP.
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of no fervice
1o mosality.

OF FREL WILL AND NECESSITY,

reafoning faculty,to make him virtnous and happy. .But, -did
he poflefs a facuit)r independent of -the underftanding, and- capa-
ble of -refifting 'from mere caprice'the moft ‘powerful arguments, .
the beft education and the moft fedulous inftruction -might be of
no ufe to him. This freedom we fhall eafily perceive to-be his
bane -and his-curfe ; and the only "hope of laﬁing"beneﬁt tothe
fpecies would be, by drawing clofer the ‘connexion between the
external motwns and the underftanding, wholly to extirpate it.
The virtuous man, in sproportion to his 1mprovement, will .be
under the conftant mﬂuence of “fixed and invatiable *pnnclples ;
and “fuch a ‘being as we: concéive Goil to be, can never in any
‘one “inftance have exercifed this hberty, that i is, can never
have ated in a foolifh and tyranmc'd manner. Freedom of the
will'is ablurdly reprefented as neceflary to render the mind fuf-

ceptlble of moral principles ; but in reality, fo far as we a& with
liberty, fo far as we are mdependent of motwes, our -conduct is

as mdependent of morality as it is of reafon, nor is,it poffible
that we fhould deferve either Prmfe or blame for a proceedmg

thus capricious and indifciplinable.
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INI‘ERENCES FROM THE DOCTRINE OF
. NECESSITY

IDEA IT SUGGESTS TO US OF THE UNIVERSE._—INI:‘LUI;NCE
ON OUR MORAL IDEAS—&CTION——VIRTUE—-—EXERTION
— PERSUASION —— EXHORTATION-— ARDOUR-—-— COMPLA-
CENCE AND AVERSION—PUNISHMENTH—REPENTANCE
. -—PRAISE AND BLAME—-INTELLECTUAL TRANQ}IILLITY
- -—-'LANGUAGE OF NECESSITY RECOMMENDED. .

CONSIDERING then_ the ;do@rine- of  moral - neceflity: as

fufficiently eftablithed, et us 'proceed to the confequences
that are to be deduced from it. ‘This view of things prefents us
with an idea of the univerfe as connected and’ cemented in all its
parts, nothing in the boundlefs progrefs of things being | capable
~of happening otherwife than i it has aQtually: happened.” In ‘the
life of every human being there is a chain of -caufes, generated
in that eternity which preceded his birth, and going ‘on in regu-
Jar proceﬂion through the whole permd of his exiftence, in cin-

fequence of which .it ‘was 1mpoﬂib]e for hlm to a& in an
mﬁancc othcrwxfe than he has alted, 7
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BOOK 1V.
CHAP. VI,
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Idea it fug-
gefts to us of
the univerle,
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Influcuce on
our woral
ideas:
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INFERENCES. FROM THE

Thic contrary of this having been. the conception of the fnaf'.o.'-
of mankind in all ages, and the.ideas of contingency and acci--
dent. having perpetuaily ‘obtruded themfelves, the eﬁabliﬂle-d;
language of morality has. been univerfally tinCtured with. this:
error, It will therefore be of no trivial 1mportance to enquire:

how much.of this language is founded in the truth of things,.

~ and how much. of, what is expreﬂ'ed. by it-1s purely imaginary,.

Accuracy of language is the indifpenfible prereqmﬁte of found.
knowledge, and without '1ttennon to that fubje& \ve can neven

afcertain. the extent and zmportance of the confequences of

. d

A
-. '-- .

* Firft then it appears, that, in the emphancal and reﬁned fenfe

in. which the word has fometimes been ufed there is no fuch

thing as aGtion. Man is.in.no-cafe:ftritly fpeaking the beguh
ner of any event or: “feries of events. that takes’ place in. the um—-

verfe, but only the vehicle through. which certain caufes 0perate,,
H
which.caufes, if he were fuppofed : ‘not-to exift,. would ceafe to.

operate.' A&ion however,. in_its more fimple and obvious fenfe,

is fufficiently real, "and exifts equally both .i_n-,-xhind-'and_'in.matter.\.
;When- a b;ill ‘_upon a.billiard board is ftruck by a perfo_x;.-.
| playing, and afterwards impinges-upon a fecond: ball,’._ the-:,ba?'l!
evhich was firfl in motion is faid to act upon the feeond, t.hough it:
operate in the firiCteft conformity to the impreffion it received, and:

the motion it communicates be. precifely determined - by the cir-.
cumftances of the cafe.. Eaa&ly fimilar to this, upon the " prin-

ciples.
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c1plcs already explained, are the attions of the hunnn mind. ggg’; 1::
* Mind is a real caufe, an indifpenfible link in the great chain of ‘“=———
the univerfe ; but not, as has Jometimes been fuppofed, a caufe

of that paramount defcription, as to fuperfede all ncceffities, and

be itfelf fubject to no laws and methods of operation.
the hypothefis of a God, it is not the chmcf apprehenfion’ or
judgraent of that bemg, To properly as the trith which was the
foundation cf that judgment, that has been the fource of all-con~
tmgent and ; particular exiftences, His exiftence, if necefary,

vas neceflary. only as the ifenfonum of truth and the medium of
its operation, - ‘

Upen

-

-Is. this view ef thmgs 1ncompat1ble mth the “exiftence of virguez
wrtuei‘ ' ‘ :

If by wirtue we. underﬁ'md the: operation of an intelligent
being ‘in the exercife of an- optional power, fo that under the
fame  precife’. circumftances it might or might’ not have taken
place, un.loubtedly it 'will annihilate it, '

- Do .- . .. 3 .-
b Rl te o folai.

--But the doétrine of ‘neceflity does “not*overtursi the ‘nature of
things, Happinefs and mifery;- wifdom and ertor will ftifl b
diftin& from each other, and there will ftill be a connexion
between' them. - Wherever there is diftinCtion there- is gtound
for. preference .and - ‘defire,:or on the" ‘contrary  for 'negle@ and
averfion, - Happmefs and wifdom will:be- objeds worthy to be

Rra2 defired,
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capacity and the application of that capacity. We approve of a BOCK1V.

CHAP. VI,

BOOK IV. defired, mifery and error worthy to be difliked. If therefbre
fharp knife rather than a blunt one, becaufe its capacity is greater, “———

CHAP. VI o
S’ by vlrtue we mean that principle which afferts the preference of

the former over the latter, its reality will remain undiminifhed by-

the dottrine of neceﬂity

We approve of -its being employed in carving food, rather than
. in maiming men or other animals, becaufe that application of -
its capacity is preferable. But all approbation or preference is

Virtue, if we woul'd' fpeak accurately; oﬁght to be confidered * relative to- utility or general good. A knife is as capable-as a.

by-us in the firft inftance objedively, rathér than as: modnfylng_.
any patticular beings: Itis a: fyftem of general advantage, in
their aptitude or- inaptitude to- which' lies the value or worth-
lefsnefs of all particular exiftences, -~ This aptltude is i mteb-
ligent beings ufually termed capacity Or pOwer. Now' power in
the fenfe of the hypothefis of liberty is altogether chlmencal._
. But-powerin the fénfe. in-whieh it is fomeétimes aﬂirmed ‘of - in--

man of being employed in the purpofes of virtue, and the one

is no more free than the other as to its employment. .The mode
in which a knife is-made fubfervient  to thefe purpofes isby ma-
terial impulfe. . The mode in which a man is made {ubfervient
is by inducement and perfuafion.. But both are equally. the
affair- of neceflity.. The man differs from - the knife, juft as the
iron candleftick differs from the brafs 'one; he has one more:
animate fubftances, is equally true of thofe which are animates v.cray 0f being a&ed.upo.n Tllls.adoltloual Ay 1L IHAn 38 Mo
tive, in the candleflick is magnetlﬁ_n._-- :

A candleftick has the power or capacity of retainihg a candle in:

a perpendicular: dufef.hon. » A knife. has a- capacity of cuttmg.
In the:fame manner a: human bieing :has a capacity of: walking ¢
¢hough it may. be no.more true of him, than of the inanimate
fubftance, that he has the power of, e:xercnﬁng or. riot exercifing

" that capacity;. Again, there are different degrees as well as dif--

. But vittue has another fcnfe, 1n whlch itis analogous to duty .
The v1rtue of a hurnan bemg is the apphcatlon of his capacxty

to the. general good hlS duty is the. beft Eoﬂibk. apphcatlon of
that capamty The words thus. explamed are.ta be conf' dered as :
"'rathcr ﬁmllar to’ grammatlcal dlﬁméhon than to real and phl--
‘lofophxcal différence.. Thus in Latin bomu- is goad as affirrned

. ferent claffes of ‘ capacity: ;.. One. knife_is: better adapted for: the,-

purpofes of cutting than.another.. - ' of a man, lmtm is: good as affitmed of> a woman. In the fame.f

M I

manner we can.as eaﬁly conceive of the capacxty of an mammate :

MW there are, tWo conﬁderatlons relatwe to- any; partxcu!at-. a3 of “an animate fubftance being applied to the general” good,
belng, that: excite - our, approbation,, and. this whether. the being

be poﬂ'eﬁ'cd of confcxoufnefs, or. no. T.hefe confidérations, are
- AR R CapaCltY'

and as _acoorate]y'. defcribe the beft poflible application .of the one-:
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BOOK IV,
e !

cXertion :

perfueﬁon :

as .of the other.
CHAP. VI,

"INFERENCES FROM THE

There is no cflential difference between the
two cafes. But we call the latter virtue and duty, and not the
former. ‘Thefe words may in a popular {fenfe be confidered as

cither mafculine or feminine, but never neuter.

-
’

But, 'if the do&trine of neceflity do not annihilate virtue, it
tends to introduce a great change into our ideas refpeCling
it. According to this do@rine it will be abfurd for a man to
fay, © Twill exert —myfclf,” « | will take care to remember,”
or even “I will do this.” " All' thefe expreflions imply as if
‘man was or could be fomething €lfe than what motives make
him.” Man is in reality a paffive, and not an active being. In
another fenfe however he is fufficiently capable of -exertion,
The operatxons of his mind may be’ laborious, like thofe of
the wheel of a heavy machine in -afcending a hill, may cven tend
to wear out the fubﬁanee of the fhell in whlch it a&s, wnthout
in the {malleft degree impeaching its paﬂive chara&er. I we
were conﬁantly aware .of this, our minds would ot glow lc{'s
ardently with the love of truth, juftice, happinefs and man-
'kmd We fhould have a firmnefs and fimplicity in our condu&

not wafling itfelf in fruitlefs ftruggles and regrets, not hurried

| a1ong with infantine impatience, but feeing events with their

onfequcnceq and calmly and unrefervedly givenup to the mﬂu-
ence of thofe comprehenfive views which this do&rme infpires.
" 'As to our condué towards others in inftances where we were
- ' 2 " concerned
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DOCTRINE OF NECESSITY,

concerned to improve and meliorate their minds, we fhould ad-

drefs our reprefentations and’ remonftrances to them with double -

conﬁdence. The believer in free will can expoftulate with or
corret hxs pupil with faint and uncertain hopes, confcious that
the cleareft exhibition of truth is impotent, - when brought. into-
conteft with the unheaung and indifciplinable faculty of will ;

or in reality, if he were confiftent, fecure that it could ploduce

- no effe at all.

antecedents, and has a. right to expe& real effe@s,..

](But,.th'ough-he would" reprefent; he would notexhort, for

this is a term without- a meaning. He would - fuggelt motives-

to the mind, but he would not call upon it to comply, as.if it.
Kad a.power to comply.or not to comply.. His office would.
confift-of ‘two parts, the exhibition of motives to the purfuit of-
a_certain-end; and- the: délineation of the. eafict and moft.ef-

feCtual way of attaining that end..

Thete is-no better {cheme for -enabling -us to perceive how-
far any idea that has been conne&ed with the hypothefis of li- -

berty has a real foundation,..than to tranflate the ufual mode of:

exprefling it into the.language.of neceffity... Suppofethe idea :
of exhortation fo tranflated to fland thus:  To enable .any ar—-
guments I.may fuggeflt to you.to make a fuitable impreffion it -
is neceffary. that they: thould be fairly confidered. I.proceed:

therefore to evince to you. the importance of attention, .knowing, .

-

that,,.
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The neceflarian- on the contrary employs real:
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CHAP. VI,
M e -

exhortation 2
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cmployed i enforcing direftly the truth 1 am defirous to im-
prefs, than in having recourfe to this circuitous mode of treatmg
attention as if it were a feparate faculty. Attention will in rea-
lity always be proportionate to our apprehenfion of the import=

ance of the fubje& before us,

At firft fight it may appear-as if, the moment I was fatisfied
and that

ardour :

that exestion on my part Was no better than a fition,
I was the paflive infrument of caufes esterior to my felf I

{hould 13cc01ne sndifferent to the objefls which had hxthcrto in-

tcreﬂzed me the moft deeply, and lofe all that inflexible perfe-

verance, which feems infeparable from great undertakings. But
this cannot be the true ftate of ‘the cafe.” The more ' I refign

nyfelf to the influence of truth, the clearer Al be my per—
ception of it. The lefs I am interrupted by queftions of li-
berty and caprice, of attention and indolence, the more uniform
will be-my conftancy.” Nothing could be more unreafonable

than that the fentiment of neceflity thould produce in me a

connexion between effe@s and - canfes, the more chearfulnefs

thould I feel in yiclding to-painful and laborieus employments.

complacence " Yt is common for men impreffed with the opinion of free

‘andaverfion o)) 14 entertain refentment, indignation and’ anger againft thofe
who

fpirit of neutrality and’ indifference. © The more certain is the

L {]
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_the enormouﬂy vicious- a fuﬂiuent motive of antlpathy and

BOOK V. s v manifeft ate . o _ - : .
RS that, if 1 can make this importance fufficiently manifeft at who fall into the commiffion of vice. ¥ow much of thefe BOOK )V, ‘
— tention will inevitably follow.” I fhould however be far bettcr feelings is juft, and how much erroneous? The diff b CHAP, VI, _ .

erence be= ‘==’ i

tween virtue and vice will equaily remain upon the oppofite
h.ypoth_eﬁs. Vice therefore muft be an obje@ of reje@tion cnd
_vTrtue of . preference ; the one muft be approved and the other
dlfapprcved. But our difapprobation of vice will be of the
fame nature as our difapprobation of an infeCtious diftemper,

One of the reafons why we are accuftomed t(; .rcgard the
murderer with more acute feelings of difpleafure than the knife

[P UL P LAY

he employs, is that we find a more dangerous property and
greater caufe for apprehenﬁon, in the one than in the :)ther
The knife is only accxdenta]ly an obje& of terror, but agatnﬂ.:
the murderer we can never be enough upon out guard In the
fame manner we regard the middle of a bufy fireet with lefs
complacency as a place for walkmg ‘than the fide, and the r1dge

of a hoife’ with more avcrﬁon than cither. Independently

e iy
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therefore - of the idea of freedom, mankind in general find in

PTLE
ot madntt) g

d:fguf’t With the addltlon of that 1dea, it is no wonder that
they fhould be prompted to expreflions of the moft mtemperate

e e
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abhorrence.
Th |
iy efe feelings obvioufly lead to the prevailing conceptions on punifhment 3 i
A RX
e fubjet of punifhment. The do@trine of neceflity would teach ¥
us to clafs punithment in the lift of the means we poﬁcfs of re- '2
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314 | I\‘I*IZRENC]ZS FRONDM THE DOCTRINE OF NECESSITY. ar : }1‘ .
gggg {}; forming -error. The inore the human mind can be, Ihewn to be effential difference between virtue and vice, no doubt all erroneous BOOK Iv. ' :
. tive, the more certain it is that pu- conduét- whether of ourfelvés or others will be' cégaided with CHAP, VL. i ;

‘——— under the influence of mo

d uncquivocal effet. But the difapprobation. But it will in both cafes be confidered, under

nifhment will produce a great an
do@rine of neceflity will teach us to look upon punifhment
1oft diret

with no complacence, and at all times -to prefer the
which is- the- devc.lopment of

the fyftem of neceflity, as”a’link in the great chain of cvents

e . Lo,
L Iy
renmaskinstat b masutl m e anr .

which could not have been otherwife than it is. - We fhail there-. | .-

means of encountcring €rTor, . fore no more be difpofed -to repent of our own faults than of L B 5

Whenever pumﬁunent is employed under this_fyftem,
y intrinfic recommendation it pof- altions, injurious.to the public good, and the repetiticn of - IR
which is to be deprecated. ‘Amidft our prefent iixiperfe&ioﬁs' - I |

ALl

truth, _the faults of others. " It will be proper td_ view them both as

it will be employed, not for an
fefles, but juft fo far as it fhall appear io conduce - to gencral

T
PR

utility. :'it will perhaps be ufeful to recolle what is the error by “vehich : Lo 1

o 1Y

we are moft eafily feduced. But in proportion as our views ex-

t is ufually nmgmed thats mdependenﬂy of “tend, we fhallfind motives ‘enough-to'the praticc” of virtue,

On the -coritrary 1
the utnht) of pum{hment there is proper defert in the cnmma]
a certqun ﬁtncfs m the nature of things that 1enders pzun the B own propentitics and hablts. o

It is. therefore frequently faid,

w1thout any partial rctrofpeét to ourfelves, or recollection of our

fmtable concomltmt of vice.

t enough. that a murderer fhould be tranfported to "In the ideas annéxed to the words refentment. and ‘repentance praife and

that it is no
blume:

a defert iﬂand where there ihou‘d be no danger that }us mahg— “there is fome mixture of true judgment and a found coriception

nant pmpenﬁnes fhould ever agam have’ opportumty to att; :'of the nature oft]__lings.' ‘There _is'pcrh_aps-ﬁill more juftice in the’ .
but that it is alfo Tight the indignation of mankind agam{t lum ‘notions conveyed by praife and. blame, though t_héfe alfo are for - | 5
o {hould exprels 1tfelf in_the infliGtion of fome a&ual 1gnommy the moft: part founded in the' hypothefis of liberfy, “When I ‘ ' cod
fpeak of- a beautiful landfcape or an agreeable: fenfation, I em- . _ B

and pain. On the contrary, under_the fyﬁem of neceﬂity the

ideas of guilt, ploy the language of panegyric. I employ it fill more empha-’

nme, defert and accountablenefs have no place.
t1c1lly, when [ fpeak of a good. afion ; becaude I am confcious

.that pancgyric has a tendency to procure a.repetition of fuch

sepéntance: Correlatlve to thie feelings of fefentment, indignation 'an'd"an..

ger againft the offencés of others, are thofe of repentance, con- -ations. : So far as praife implies nothing more. than this, it per-
trition and forrow for. our own,. As long as.we admit of an : _ fc&ly accmds with the. fevercﬁ pln]ofoph) So far as it im-
~ ‘ : . . . - h ) e{rentlal ] -."s_"_.,'. . ) S s 2 . p}ICS oo ,"

-




116 "INFERENCES FROM THE

(1:332115 1V plics that the man could have abftained from the virtuous action
—— 1 applaud it belongs only to the delufive fyf’tem of liberty. -

) intd‘ft’,}}gal A farther confequence of the do@rine of neceflity is its ten-
trasquiliity.
e dency to make us furvey all events with a tranquil and placid

temper, and’ approve and difapprove without impeachment to
our felf poffeffion.” It is true, that events may be contingent as
to aiy knowledge we poflefs refpe@ting them, however certain
they are in themfelves. Thus the advocate of liberty knows

that his relation was either loft or faved i m the great ftorm that

happened two months ago; he regards this event as paft and
certain, and. yet he does not fail to be anxious about it. But
it is not lefs true, that all anxiety and perturbation imply an im-
) perfect fenfe of contingency, and a feeling as if our efforts
could make fome alteration in the event. When the perfon re-’
colle@ts with clearnefs that the event is over, his mind grows
compofed ; but pre{'ently he feels as if it were in the power of

God or man to alter it, and his diftrefs is renewed. - All that

is more than this is the impatience of cunoﬁty 3 but philofophy
and reafon have an evident tendency to prevent an ufelefs curio--
: : ity from difturbing -our peace.. * Fe therefore who regards all
thmgs paft, prefent and to come as. links of an indiffoluble-
chain, will, as often as he recolle&s. this- comprehenﬁve view,
‘be {uperior: to the tumult of paffion-; and will refle@ upon the.
moral concerns of mankind’ with' the fame clearnefs of percep-
tion, the fame unalterable firmnefs of judgment, -and’ the fame-
8 ' : * tranquillity-

_ﬁnd feveral reyifals and mueh laborious ftudy: neeeﬂ'ary before it

DOCTRINE OF NECESSITY. ' 3y

tranquillity as we are accuftomed to do upon the truths of BOOKT1V,
T - CHAP. VI
geometry. : b’

It would be of infinite i 1mportance to the caufe of fcience and. La 3e€ of
virtue to exprefs ourfelves upcn all occafions in “the language comeadeds
of neceffity. - The contrary language is perpetually mtmdmg,
and it is (‘hfﬁcult to fpeak two fentences upon any topic con--
ne&ed with human aétion without it. "The expreﬁxons of both
hypothefes are mixed in inextricable confufion, juft as the behef

of both hypothefes_:, Liowever incompatible, -will.'be found to-

“exift in -all uninﬁtu&ed minds. The reformation of which I

fpeak would probably be found’ cxceedmgly pra&ncable in it--
{elf ; though, fuch is the fubtlety of error, thatwe- th\lld at firft-

could be perfectly weeded out. 'This muft-be the author 8

“apology for not havmg attempted in the prefent work what he:

recommends to others. _ Obje&s of more immediate importance:-
demanded. his attenttgn,_ and;enggoﬂ“cd his faculties..

ik iy

poe

L T L e o

ot 303 )y

"
A

e s

e ernaad iy
o e i

e b e —— e ps e pita 1 -

o
S

b - i

. .-“A'ﬂ:? R




PO F P TP TN S AT AT PRIRY JO TSNP C S SUCTR 5L E N SR, PRI S i N S S S U TN

. SRR AT
CHAP VIL
OF THE MECHANISM OF THE I—IUMAN MIND.

- NATURE OF MECHANISM—ITS CLASSES, M.—\TERIAL AND
INTELLECTUAL. — MATERIAL SYSTEM, OR OF. VIBRA-
TIONS.—THE INTELLECTUAL SYSTEM MOST PROBABLE
—PROM THE CONSIDERATION THAT THOUGHT WOULD
 OTHERWISE BE®A SUPERFLUITY — FROM THE ESTA-

" BLISHED PRINCIPLES OF REASONING FROM EFFECTS TO
CAUSIZS.-——OBJECTIONS REFUTED.—THOUGHTS WHICH

) © PRODUCE ANIMAL MOTIO‘\I MAY BE—L I\IVOLUNTARY.
ALL ANIMAL MOTIONS WERE rms'r INVOLUNTARY.
2. UNATTI:\TDED WITH conscmusunss.—-rnn \nnn
CANNOT HAVE MORE THAN ONE "FHOUGHT "AT ANY
ONE -rmm.——omac'mon TO THIS ASSERTION FROM THE
CASE OF COMPLEX IDEAS-—FROM: VARIOUS 'MENTAL
OPERATIONS—AS. CO\iPARISON——APPREHENSION—RA-

-

PIDITY OF THE SUCCESSION OF IDBAS.—'—"APPLICATION. —

DURATION, MEASURED BY CONSCIOUSNBss.f—g A Dis-
TINCT THOUGHT TO EACH MOTION MAY BE UNNECES-
. SARY.—APPARENT FROM THE. COMPLEXITY OF SEN-
SIBLE IMPRESSIONS.-—-THB MIND ALWAYS THINKS.—CON«

CLUSION.-——THE THEORYAPPLIED TO THE PIIENOMEVO’Q

OF WALKING—TO THE CIRCULATION OF THE BLOOD.—
OF MOTION IN GENERAL.—-—OF DREAMS.

BOOK TV. HL do&nne of necefﬁtY bemg admitted, it follows th"t
CHAP.VIL the theory of the human -mind is ploperly, like the
Nature of. , C-
mechanifin:  gheory of every other ferles of events with whu:h we are a

quainted,
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OF THE MECHANISM OF THE HUMAN MIND. - 319

quainted, a fyftém of ‘mechanifm ; underfanding by mechanifim- DOOK IV ©
“pothing more than a’regular connexion of phenomena without “—— =~
any uncertainty of event, fo that every incident requires a fpe- |

cific caufe; and could be no otherwife in any refpect than as the’

caufe dete'rminéd it to be.

But there are two forts of mechamﬁn cap'\b]e of being applied its C]:tTti's . :
materiat an -
to the folution of this cafe, one which has fori its medium only intellectual,
matter and motion, the other which has for i its medmm thought

Whlch of thefe is to be regarded as moft prob'tble?

Accordmg to the firlt we may conceive the ‘human body 0 Material fyf--
be fo conftituted as to be fufceptlble of vibrations, in the fame E,“,.,,“‘t;:;;f“’
manner as the firings of a mulfical 1nﬁrument are fufceptible of
v;brations. - Thefe v1brat10ns, havmg begun upon the - furface

. of the body, are conveyed to-the brain 3 and,’in a manner that
is equally the refult of conﬁruftion, produce a fecond fet of
vibrations begmnmg in -the bram, and conveyed to the different” o
organs . or members of the hody Thus it |may, be fuppofed S
that "a | piece of iron - conﬁderably heated is applled to the
body of an 1nfant, and that the report of this' -uneafinefs, or- i
ritation: and’ feparatlon of parts bemg conveyed to the brain;.
vents 1tfelf agam ina fhrdl and plercmg cry.” It is io this man-<.
ner that we are apt to lmaglne certain convulﬁve and fpaﬁnodic
aﬁ'eéitlom to take. pIace in the body The cafe, as here defcribed,.
is. ﬁtmlar to that of the bag of a pair of bagplpes, whxch bemg: -
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-CHADRVI
et

* Or THE MECHANISM

BOOK ¥+ prcffed in a certain manner, utters a groan, without any thing
more being neceffary to*account for this phenomenon, than the

known laws of matter and motion. " Let us add to thefe vi-

brations a fyltem of affociations to.be carried on by traces to

be made upon the medullary fubftance of the brain, - by means
of which paft and prefent impreffions are conneted according
to certain laws, as the traces happen to approach or run into
each other; and we have then a complete fcheme for accounting

in a certain way for all the phenomena of human attion. It is

to be obferved, that, according to this fyftem, mind or perception

js altogether unneceflary to explain thee appearances. It might

* for cther reafons be defirable or wife, in the author of the uni-

“The intellec-
tnal fyltem
moft proba- -

ble:

verfe for example, to introdu'ce'a thinking {ubftance or a power
of ‘perception as a fpetator of the proce{'s. But this pel’Clplent
power is altogether neutral, havmg no concern elthcr as 2 me-

dium or otherwife in producmg the events *
Thé fecond fy[{em; which réprefents thought as the medium

e The above w rill be found to be a tolerably accurate defcnphon of the hypo-
thefis of the celebrated Harﬁcy It was “unneceffary to quote his words, as it

. would be forcign to the pl:m of the. prefcnt work to enter into 2 rcfutatmn of

any individual wnter., The fagacity of Hartley, in ha\rmg pointed out the

neceflary connexion of the phennmcna of mind, and {he“n the pra&:cablhty .

of reducing its different operatmns toa ﬁmple prmcnple, c:mnot be too hl&hly ap-

plaudcd "The -rcafonmgs of the prefent chapter, if true, may be confidered

as gIving farther ﬁab:hty to his prmcipal do&rme by freeing it from the fcheme |

of material automatifm with which it was unnecefarily cloggcd.

of
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OF THE HUMAN MIND.

of operation, is not lefs a fyftem of mechanifim, according to
the do&rine of neceflity, than the other, but it is a mechamfm
of a totally different kind,

“There atevarious reafons’ calculated to perfmde us that this laft:
“hypothefis is the moft probable, -
may be derived from.the fingular and’ important nature of that
property of human beings, which we term thought ; which it
'is furely fomewhat violent to ftrike out of our fyftem as a- mere

No mconﬁderable argument

321

-BOOK 1V,
CHAP.VII,

k......v'___J

from the con- |

fideration that
thought would
otherwife be a
fuperfluity :

fuperfluity. :

A fecond réafon f_ﬁu" ﬁ_,_o’re 'dé?iﬁ%re _t'h;n"the '.-for'xﬁé.r,' f{‘rifes from the
'ﬁbm the conftancy with Whicl}"thoﬁg'hf in innumerable _ir'lﬁzinées E_’;'r':;fl’r‘li: of
"accompanies the functions of ‘this’ mechanifm, Now this con- fromefiectsto
“ftancy of conjuné&ion has been fhewn to be the only grovnd we
have in any imaginable fubje& for inferring neceflary connexion,

or that fpeciés of relation which exifts between caufe and-effec.
‘We cannot therefore reje the principle which fuppofes theught
to*have an efficient fhare in the mechanifm of man, but- upon
‘grounds that would vitiate all our reafonings from effeéts to
caufes. - ST

It may be’ obJe&ed “ that, though this conugulty of ‘event Obje&lons '
-"argues neceflary connexion, yet the connean_ may be ex_a&lj refuted.
the reverfe of what is here flated; motion being in’all inftances
‘the caufe, and'thought._never any thing more than an effe@.”

But this is contrary to every thing we know of the fyftem of
Tt ' the
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322 OF THE MECHANISM_ : OF THE HUMAN MIND. 323 i
23% ‘1]‘1' . the univerle, in which each event appears.'to _l?e ;‘\lt_erntltely both - with the fenfation of pain. Such muft be all thofe motions Clingthll‘I',
“—— the one and the other, nothing terminating in itfelf, - but every ¥ which flowed from fenfation previoufly to cxperience, Volic ———r' - 9
thing leading on to an cndlefs chain of confequences. -tion implies that fomething which is the fubje@ of volition,
' : ' ‘is regarded as defirable; but we cannot defire anj} thing, till we =
It would be equally vain to objeét, “ that we are unable to ﬁ ‘have an idea correfponding to the term futurity, Volition im- | ‘
conceive how thought can have any tendency to ~produce mo- plies intention, or deﬁén; but we cannot defign any thing, till we :
_ tion in the animal fyftem ;” fince it has juft app eaved that this —: “have the expetation that the exiftence of that thing is in fome way ‘5 y
8 .ignorance is by no means peculiar to the fubject before us. . We “connetted with the means employed to pto duce it. An infant, 1
; are univerfally unable to perceive the ground of neceffary con- when he has obferved that a voice exciting compaflion is the re- i
' nexion. . o B : 7 fult of certain previous emotions, may have the : idea "of that

voice predominant in his mind during the train of - emotions
it pr that produce it. But this could not have been the cafe the firft -
3:;2‘;:}:2;1 -perfuade us that thought is the medium-through which the mo- i it was uttered. Tn the Gift motions ofthe animal fyftem, no- |
ll?e(:tm i tions of the animal fyftem are ‘generally carned on, let us pro- 2 !
| ceed to confider what is the nature of thofe thoughts by which
the limbs and organs of our body are fet in motion. It will
then probably be found, that the difficulties which have clogged
the mtelle&ual hypothefis, are pnncnpally founded in erroneous
notions derived from the fyftem of liberty 5 as if there/were any
_effential difference ‘between thofe thoughts which ar¢ the me-

dium of generating motion, and thoughts in general,

It being then fufficiently clear that there are cogent reafons to

thing of any fort could poffibly be forefeen, and therefore nothing

e TP U

- of any fort could be intended. Yet in the very inftances here pro- - _ : :

"duced the motions have fenfation’ or thought for their conftant
concomitant ; and therefore all the arguments, which have been
already alledged, ' remain in full force:to prove that thought is
-the medium of their- produ&zon.

BN

» Nor will this appear very extraordinary, if;we.confider the

: nature of volition itfelf. In volition, if the dofirine of necef-
vinvoluntary.  Firft, thought may be the fource of ammal motion, without

fity be true, the mind is altogether paﬂi‘ve.‘ Two ideas prefent
partaking in any degree of volition, or defign. It is certain

" themfelves in fome way connected with cach-other ; "and a'per-
that there is a great variety of motions in the animal fyﬁem,
which are in every view of the fubje&t mvoluntary Such, for

example, are the cries of an infant, when it is firlt imprefled
’ 4 with

i
¥
K
2
¥

_ception of "preferablenefs neceﬂ‘ariljr follows. An obje& having
"certain defirable qualities, is perceived ‘to be within my reach ;
' Tt 2 - and
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BOOKIV. ;nd my hand is neceflarily firetched out with an intention to
w obtain it. If a perception of preferablenefs and a perception of
defirablenefs irrefiftibly lead to animal motion, why may not the

-mere perception of pain? All that the adverfary of automa,

tifm is concerned to mainain is, that thought is an effential link

in the chain ; and that, the moment it is taken away, the links

that were before it have no longer any tendency to produce mo-

tion in the liuks that were after it. It is poffible, that, as a nu~

merous clafs of motions have their conftant origin in thought,

{o there may be no thoughts altogether unattended with motion.
All animal Here it may be -proper to obferve, that, from the principles
Brf favolun- already delivered, it foliows that all the original motions of the

m are involuntary. . In proportion however as: we

tary.
animal fyfte
. are ‘fucceffively made the . fubjects: of

obtain expenence, they
refle@tion and forefight ; and of confequence become many- of

them the themes .of intention and defign, that is, become vo- |

ary. We {hall prefently have occafion to fufpeét that mo-
tions, which were at firft involuntary, and afterwards by .ex-

- perience and aflociation are made voluntary, may in the procefs

of intelleGtual operauon be made involuntary agam.f-But to

lunt

' proceed.

‘Seoondly, thought may be the fource of animal motion, and
yet be unattended with confmoufnefs. This is undoubtedly. a

dlﬁmc‘.hon of conﬁderable refinement, dependmg upon the prt;-
Clg -

2. unattend-
ed with eon-
fcioufnefs,
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cife meaning of words ;" and, if any -~ BOOK 1V,
g if any perfon fhould choofe to ex- CHARE

prels hlmfclf differently on the fubjeé, it would be ufelefs ob- “———v
ﬁmatcly to difpute that difference with him. ~ By the confeionf-

nefs which accompanies any thought there feems to be fomethmg . ~

implied diftin& from the thought itlelf. Confcioufnefs is a fort
, of fupplementary refleGtion, by which the mind not only has the
“thought, but adverts to its own fituation and obferves that it has

_it,” Confcioufnefs therefore, however nice the diﬁm&:on, feems
to be a fecond thought.

In order to afcertain wliether everjr thought be attended with The ming

cannat have
confcmufnefs, it may be proper 10 confider whether the mind morethanone

ca.n ever "have more than one thought at any one time. . Now ;I:z;mf::f time.
this" feems altogether contrary to - the very nature of . mind,
My prefent thought is'that to which’ my prefent attention' is
yielded ; but I cannot attend to feveral things at once. . This al-

.- fertion appears to be-of the nature of an intuitive axiom; and
e:iperience is perpetually reminding us of its truth. . In ¢ COM- -
parmg two ob}e&s we frequently endeavour as it were - to, draw
them together in the mind, but we feem. to. be obhged to pafs .
fucceﬂively from the one to the other..

. _But thié principle; though apparently-r fﬁpported-both' by: rea- gbje%'mn to
1es alleriron
fon and experience, is. not unattended with difficulties, The firft from the cafe

of complex
is that which arifes from the cafe of complex ideas, . This_ will ideas:
“beft be apprehended if we examine it as relates to. vifible obje@s, .

“ Let .
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326 OF THE MECHANISM OF THE ‘HUMAN MIND. 32 I
BOOK IV. & [t us fuppofe that I am at preﬁ;,nt employed in the a& of reafon to deny that.all thof, objects which are painted at once ggglls vii o J

HAP.VIL
2 upon the’retina of the ‘eye, produce a joint and’ fimultaneous “——

‘——-— reading. I appear to take in whole words and indeed clufters

of words by a fingle at of the mind, But let it be eranted for impreffion upon the mind. But they are not immediately con- - SR T

2 moment that I fee each letter fucceffively. . Yet each letter is = ceived by the mind as many, but as one: fo foon as -the idea oL
. . fuggefls ‘itlelf that they arc made up of :th i '

made up of parts: the letter D for example of a right line and - : Y 1p of parts, :thefe parts . can- i

a curve, and each of thefe lines of the “fucceflive -addition -or not be confidered by .us otherwile: than fucceffively. .. ;The re-

fluxion of -points. If I confider the line as a whole, yet its ex- folution of -objects into their fimple’ elements, is'an operation B

tenfion is one thing, and its terminations -another. I’ could not of ‘fcience and improvement ; -but it is altogether foreign to" - ’ O

{ee the letter if the black line that defcribes it and the white fur- our firlt'and original conceptions. -In all cafes the-operation is

face that bounds it were not each of them in the view of my rather analytical than {ynthetical;: rather that-of refolution than

organ. There muft therefore, as it fhould feem, upor -the hy-
pothefis .above ‘ftated, be -an infinite: fucceﬂion-'of ideas in -the

compofition. We do not begin with the fucceflive perception
of elementary parts till we have obtained an idea of a whole;
:but, beginning with a wholc, are capahlt, of . reducing it ‘into its" Ly

‘mind, before it could apprehend the ﬁmpleﬁ objets with which
elementa.

.- el R

tve ave converfant. - But we. have no feeling of -any fuch thmg,
but -rather of the: premfe‘contmr}f “Thoufands of :human -be-
ings go out of the world wsthout ever apprehending that lines
are compofed of the addition or fluxion of points, -An hypo-

. The fecond dlfﬁculty isof a much fubtler mture. Tt conﬁﬂs from ‘varions
in the feeming lmpoﬂibxhty of Performlng any ‘mental Gpera- :‘u:::al e

B e

Lrewhrt P

tlon, fuch as companfon for example, wluch has relation to two-

Lo et ¢

‘ * thelis therefore, that is in'dire& oppofition to fo many apparent . zs compui-
fa@ts, muft have a very uncommon portion of :evidence -to" fuf- - or more ide'ts, if we havé not-both ideas- before 1is at once, i © ’
tain it, 'if -indeed it can be fuﬁé}ned at all.” " ' -one of them be comPleteIY vanifhed and gone, before the other ‘
C . begms to exift.” “The caufe of this dxﬂiculty feems to lie in' the
'The true anfwer to this objeQion feems to be the following. : mlﬂake of fuppoﬁng that there is a real interval between the two.
“The:mind can apprehend only:a fingle idea at once, “but that - ideas. Tt ‘will perhaps be found upon an’ accurate exammatton, ;

idea needs not be in every fenfe of the word a fimple idea; The that, though we cannot have’ two ideas ‘at once, yet it is mnot

‘mind can"apprehend two or more objets at a fingle effort, but it t fay,’ thai the firft has perlfhed before the fecond begins to

: : it cannet apprehend..them as two, -‘There feems no - fufficient ~ex1{’c The inftant that connedts them, is of rio real magnitude,
' ' reafon A

and
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BOOK 1V. and produces no real divifion. The mind is always full, Tt 1s
CHAP.VIL

‘———— this inftant therefore that is the true point of comparifon, - -,

. ’_“lri . v R

It may be objeCted, * that this cannot be a juft reprefentation, .
fince comparifon is rather a matter of retrofpet deciding -be-
tween two ideas that have been completely apprehénded, than a
perception which oécurs in the middle, before the fecond has
been yet obferved.” To this objetion experience will perhaps
be found to furaifh the true anfiver. ~We find in fa& that we
cannot compare two objeds till.we have pafled and repafled them

. * - in the mind. L T '

appreheafion: . ¢ Suppofing this account of the -operation of the.mind ‘in
comparifon to be admitted, yet what thall we fay to a complex
. fentence containing twenty .ideas,-the fenfe of which I fully
+ apprehend at a ﬁngle:hcarin'g',' nay, even iq’ qune cafes by that
time one half of it has been uttered ?”’ ..
The mere tafk of underftanding what is affirmed fo psvt‘is__rqf
_a very diﬂ'erel_it nature from that of cbmparifqz;, or any other -
{pecies of judgment that is to be formed concerning this aﬂirma..
“tion, When a number of ideas are prefented in a train, though
in one fenfe there be variety, yet in another -then‘:.vis unity.
Firft, there ié the unity of uninterrupted ﬁicc_eﬂion, the perennial
| ﬂlow as of a ftream, where the drop indeed tl_mt_' fp;%.cecdg is nu-
-n{ericﬁlly‘ (‘iiﬁin&'ﬁ'om.tllfmt which'we_nt' before, but ;_tigére_i_s' no

ceffation.

P e L AT T T A e T FSS e
it LAty .

_ that, l:'_:;njgln‘.;it_l tl.l_f.“. cafe of fimple

: thtiqn to the operations of mind would ﬂxow,""th;'n

OF THE HUMAN MIND.

ceflation,  Secondly," there is the_ unity of method. The mind

apprchends, as the difcourfe proceeds, a firi@ affociation, - from -

fimilarity or fome other fource, between each idea

in the procefs, and that which went before it,

as it follows

The f'aculty_ of underftanding the different parts of a difcourfe
in their connexion with each other, fimple as it appears,

reality of gradual aud.ﬂdw acquifition,

is in
We are by various
caufes excluded from a minute obfervation of the progrefs of the
infant mind, and therefore do not readily‘ conceive by how. im-
pergeptible advances iF :aﬁ"ivcs at a quicknefs of apprehéliﬁﬁn
relative to- th‘e _ﬁ[_nplef_t {entences. But we more eafily remark
its 'fubfgqilent improvement,rand; perceive ‘how long it'is” he:
fore it can apprehend a difcourfe of any length or a fenten.ce'of
any abftraClion, b ' '

_,:.I\.Iot_hir;g is more certaiq than the ploﬁibility of my. perceiving
the fort of relation that exifts between the different par

ts of a
methodical difcoull*fe, for example,- Mr, Burke’s Speech ‘upon

Qgcoi}oqliﬁa!__l_{gfo:n}, though it _Be impdﬂ‘ ble for me after the
feverelt attention to confider the feveral . parts otherwife  than
fucceflively, I have a latent fecling of this reizition as vt-h.e dif~
cfpl%rf_'c'pfocqu@;, bu_t I cafuiot.give a firm_judgment relpe@ting
itl,,‘_qtl_}.gix'}x'i{_'e than by retrofpect, It m:ay however be '.ﬁujx;&ed

apprehenfion, - an_accurate at:

b we ﬁ;;u‘ccly

L ' - Uwu S in
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© DOOKIV. in any inflance hear a fingle fentence, without returning again
‘== and again upon the fieps. of the fpeaker, and drawing more
clofely in our minds the preceding members of his period, before
he arrives at its conclufion ; though even this exertion of mind,
fubtle as it is, be not of itfelf thought fuflicient to authorile us
to give a judgment upon the whole, There may perhaps be
cafes where the apprehenfion is more inftantaneous. A fimilar
exception appears to take place even in fome cafes of judgment
or comparifon. - A new aflociation, or a connefling of two ideag
by means of a middle term, which were never brought into
this relation before, is a tafk of fuch a nature, that the ftrongeft
mind feels fome fenfe of effort in the operation. But,” where -
the judgment .accurately fpeaking is already made, ‘the operation
is in’'a manner inftantaneous. If you'fa)f; that a melon is a
larger fruit than a cherry, I immediately affent. 'The judgment,
though perhaps never applied to this individual fub_]e& may be-
faid to have been made by me long before.. If again. you
tell me that Cafar was a worfe man than Alexander, I mﬁantly
apprehend your meaning ; but unlefs T have upon fome former
occafion confidered the queﬁlon, I can neither aflent nor dlﬂ'ént
till after fome reflection. '

l}laprfdlly &»_f . But, if the pnncxple here ftated be true, how infinitely rapxd
of ideass m_l muft be the fucceffion of ideas? While T am fpeakmg no two -

ideas are in my mind at the ﬁlme tlme, “and yet with what fa-
cility do I pafs from one to another P If my dlfcourfe be argu-

mentative,,

i = =
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OF THE HUMAN MIND

mentative, how often do I pafs the topics of - which-it confifts i m

review before I utter them, and even. while I am fpeakmg con-

tinue the review at intervals without producmg any p'lufe in my

difcourfe ? How many other fenfations are perceived’ by me du-

ring this period, without fo much as interrupting, that is, with-
out materially diverting the train of my ideas My eye fuccel-
- fively remarks a thoufand objects that prefent themfelves. My
mind wanders to the different parts of my bedy,
fenfatlon fromi the chair upon which I fit,

and receives a
from the table upon. -
whlch I Iean ; ﬁom the pinching "of a fhoe, from a finging in
my ear, a pa.n in my head, or an irritation. of the - breaft,
‘When thefe moft perceptibly occur,: my mind paffes from one to
another, without feeling.the minuteft obflacle,

or being in any
degree diftracted by their multiplicity.

From this curfory view

of the fubject it appears that we have a multitude of different fuc-

ceflive perceptlons in every moment of our cm&ence*
Confuoufneﬁ:, as it has been above defined

of the departmcnts of memory. 'Now 'the nature of memory
1

fo far as it relates to the fubjeét of which we arc treating, is ex-

ceedmgly obvmus._ An mﬁmte number of thoughts pafled

but therc. is no re1fon to be-
lieve that the calculation deferves to be confidercd as a ftandard of truth, Senf
. Clli2.

tions leave their images behind them, fome for a longer and fome for 2 {hor'tc'r'

‘* An qffempt has been made to calculate thefe,

time y fothat, in two diﬂ'ercnt inftatces, the calculation is in one cale clght and
2

in another three lmrdrcd and twenty to a-fecond,

Sec ‘W'lthn on Tm:c, Ch. II.

Uua through
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3}?(\011)\\{;‘;- through my mind in the laft five minutes of my exiftence. How

‘e~ many of themam I now able to recolle@? How many of them
(halt T recolleét to-morrow ? One impreflion after another is per-
petually eﬁ'.rcmg from this intelleCtual regifter. Some of them
may with great attention and effort be revived ; others obtrude -
themfelves uncalled for ; and a third fort .are perh'rps out of the
reach of any power of thought to reproduce, as havmg neter
Jeft their traces behind them for a moment. If the memory be
capable of {o’ many- variations and degrees ‘of mtenﬁt)r may
there not be fome cafes with which it never conneéts itlelf ? If
the fucceflion of thoughts be fo 1ne\p1eﬂibly rapid, may they not
pafs over fome topics with fo dehcmte a touch, as to- elude the

-

fupplement of confcioufnefs?

Daration
meafured by
canfcioufnels. jdeas, that me
" isin all cafes e\:ceedmgly rapld, and it is by no’ means clear that
it can be accelerated. We find it impracticable in the’ e\pen-
ment to refain any idea’in our minds unvaried for any percep-
tible duration, Contmu'ﬂ flux appears to take place in every

part of the univerfe. 1t is Perh'tPs a law of our nature, that

afures time to the mind, The fiicceffion 'of ideas

thoughts fhall at all nmes fucceed to cach other with e‘l“al ra-

pidity. Yet time feems to our apprehenfion to flow now with a

precipitated and now with a'tardy courfe. The mdolent man.

reclines for hours in the thade ; and though his mmd be per-

petually at work, the ﬁlent lapfe of duration is unobferved.
3 But,

It  feems to be confcioufnefs, rather than the. fucceflion of
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But, when a i — ; :

) cute pain or uneafy CYPC&RTIOD obllges confuoufnefs BOOK 1V
0 recur with tznllfu1l forcc, the time then '1ppears infi bl ARV
: upporta y ——

fucceflion of thoughts, where there js nothmg that perceptlbl
y

links them™ together where they totally elude or inftantly
. y

vanith fr :
om the memory, can be a meafure of time to the min'd

That there is fuch a ftate of mind in fome cafes aﬂ'ummg a per

manen
t form, has been’ fo much the general opm:on of man

kind,
that it has’ obtained a name, and is called’ ru'ene CTtis

ro a
P le fi rrom what IIHS been faid that thouguts of l'E\’ElI(" un-
bab y -

derfta
ndmg by that appellation thoughts untranfinitted to the
me
mory, “perpetually take their turn with our more e\prcﬁ-

and digefted thoughts, even in the mo& atfhve fcenes of our hfe |

Laﬂly, thourrht may be the fource of ammal motlon end yet '
3- a diftin&

there may b
ay be no need of a dlﬁm& thought produemrr cach in “lolught to
-~ each motion

. may he un-

»

before
us, In utteung a cry for evample, the numb er of

- muf
cles and ar tzcu!atlons of the body concerned 1n this operati
ion

is very ; v o
ry great ﬂnll \ e f ay that the uuant has a dlﬁln& thou ht
1
for each motlon of thefe 'u‘tlculatrons ?

T.l s . appaleut

we recolle
g & the manner ln wluch the 1mpreﬂ' 10ns are blcnded o ;hc
whic ‘ " fenfible in
h we rececive from e*cterml obje@s. The fenfe of feeli e lm’:"f
ing

reflions,
is diffufed over every part of my body, I feel the different fub o

ftances

'

e e
BT T

ot e e s

W e e
e s -
e




334
BOOK 1V.
—

R A T 0 B 0 e e 12 7 0 AT R P
, S

CHAP.VIL

e e et e e g g 7
e e e e e it = =

* OF THE MEGHANISM.

ftances that fupport me, the pen I guide, various affetions and
petty irregularities in different parts of my frame, nay, the very
air that environs me. But all thefe impreflions are abfolutely
fimultaneous, and I can have only one perception at once, Qut of
thefe tvarious impreflions, the moft powerful, or that which has
the greateft ad\r;iutage to folicit my attontion, overcomes and
drives out the reft; or, which not lefs frequently happens,
fome -idea of affociation fuggefted by the laft preceding idea
wholly withdraws my attet_ttioo from cvery external obje@, It
is probable however that this perception is imperceptibly modi«
fied by the miniature impreflions that accompany it, juft as we

a&ually find that the very fame ideas profented to a fick. man,

take a peculiar tinge, that rent]ors them exceedingly different
from what they are in the mind of a man in health. It has been
already {hown, that though there is nothing lefs frequent than
the apprehendtng of a ﬁmple 1dea, yet evcry 1de.1, ho“ ever
complex, offers 1tfelf to the mind under the concept:on of untf}

a1

'The blending of numcrous lmprcﬂions into one pcrceptzon is a

law.of our nature, and the cuﬂomary train of our percepuons 1s._
entnrely of thls denomlnatlon. Mean while it defer\'eo to be re-.
matked by the way, tlnt at the very t:mc that the moft methodtcah
- feries of perceptionsis going on in the mmd there is another fet .
- of perceptions, or rather many fets playing an under or in-
termediate part ; and though thefe perpetu'tlly modtfy ettch_
. other, ‘et the manner in which it is done is in an emmeut degree'
_minute and unobfcrved o '
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"Thefe remarks furnith u$ with an anfwel to the long dtl'putcd
queftion, w hether the mmd always tIuan? It appears that in.
numerable 1mpre{ﬁons are perpetually made upon our bod)

and the only way, in which the ﬂl"‘hteﬂi of thefe is prevcnted-

from conveying a diftind report to the mmd is in’ confcquence
of its bemg overpowered by fome more confiderable imprefTion,
It cannot therefore be allcdged “ th'tt, as one 1mp1 eflion’ is found

to be ¢ ovcr[‘o“ ered by .mother whlle we wake, the Ptrongeﬂ: only

of the ﬁmu]t'meous unpre{ﬁons furmﬂung an idéa"to- the mind ;

fo' the w hc]e fet’ of ﬁmuhancous lmpie{hons during fleep inay
be overpowcred by forme m:hfpoﬁtton of the’ fenfonum, and
entuely fail of its ‘effe@.”: For,’ firft, the' cafes are qltogethcr
dtﬁ"elent From the e\pltcatton above’ gwen it appeared “that
not’ one of the lmpreﬂ' ons was -really loft, but tended though:
ina very limited degree, to modtfy the predommont 1mpreﬂ‘10n.
Secondly, nothmg can be more umntelhgtble than 'this 1ndtfpo-
fition, - Were'it of the nature which” the 01)]6&10[1 requires,

ﬂeep ought to ceafe of-its Givn accord after the expiration’ 'of 'a

certain term, ‘but ‘to be incapable of : interruption’ from any

experiment I might make upon- the fleeper. To what purpofe
call or ihake him ? Shail we fay that it requires’ an impreffion
of a certain magnitude to excite the fenforium ? . Rut a clock (hall
ftrike in the réom and' not wake him, when a voice of a much
lower ‘key ‘produces that ‘effet. What is the precife degree of
magnitude neceffary ? -We actually find the ineffe@ual calls that

are addrefled to us, as well as various other founds, occafionally

mixing
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The mind
always
thinks.
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mt\lng with our dreams, . without our bemg aware from whencc

“—~——this new perception 3 '1rofc._ R

Concluiion. .

ra
3 -
"I

H

To appl) thefe obfervatlons. If a number of 1mpreﬂ'10ns may

come blended to the mind, fo as to make up one thought.or

pcrceptlon, why ma} not one thought, in cafes where the mind

als as a caufe, produce a variety of motions ? It has already

been Ihown tlnt there is no c{Tentml (hﬁerence between the two
cafes. The mmd is complctely pflﬁwe in both
iufﬁcxent reafon to Ihow, that, though it be poﬂible for one fub-

ﬂ'mce conﬁdered as the recipient of effe@ts to be the fubjet of a

Is thele 'my

'vauety of ﬁmulhneous unpleﬂions, yet it is 1mpoﬂible for one

fubft'mce conﬁdered as a c'ml'e to produce a variety. of ﬁmuha-
neous motions ? If it be glanted that there i is not, if the mere
modification of a thought defigning " a motion in elnef may
produce a. fCCOHddl’Y ‘motion, then.it muﬁ perhaps f'lrther be
| confefled poffible for tlnt modification wluch my firft thought
produced in my fecond, to carry on the-motion, cven though
the fc_e_o_n_(] thought be upon a fubject altogethe_l;('liﬁ’ercr}it. |

R ST T A S PP S

The confequénces, which feem deducible from this theory of

mind, arc fufficiently memorable.

fubtlety and umpheuy of thought, it removes many of the difh-

culties that mig! ht otherw ile-refl upon its. finer and. more evanels
cent OPeET-liuns i £ th ought; in 01der to'be the caufe of - animal

ponen, nwed oot Lave | cither the nature- of volition, - or the

concomitant
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concomitant of confcioufnefs, and if a fingle thought may
become” a complex caufe and produce a vatiety of motions, it
will then become exceedingly difficult to trace its operatione or
to difcover any circumftances in a particular inftance of ani’mal

motion, which can fufficiently indicate that thougI;t was not the
principle of its produ&tion,-and by that means fuperfede the force
of the general: arguments adduced in the beginning of this
chapter. ": Hence - therefore it appears that all thofe motions
«  which are obferved to exift in fubftances having perception; and
which are not to be difcovered in fubftances of any other fpecies,
~ may reafoeably, be fufpected to have thought, the diftinguithing
peculiarity of fuch fubftances, for their caufe. - |

There-are various . clafTes of motwn which will fall under The theory
applicd to the

pheromenon

thls definition, befide thofe already enumerated. -An example
of walking

of one of thefe clafles fuggefls itfelf in the phenomenoh of walk-

ing. An attentive obferver will perceive various fymptoms cal- -

culated to perfuade him, that every flep he takes 'during the

longeft journey.is the produ&ion:of thought. . \Valkmg is in

all :cafes originally a voluntary motion., In a child when he
learns to walk, in a rope dancer when he begins to pl.'a&.ife'

- that particular exercife, the diftin&t deterxhination of _ ;Ilind pre-

~ ceding each ftep is fufliciently perceptible. i maf be abfurd to.

fay, thata long feries of motions can be the refult of fo many

eﬂcprcfs volmom, when thefe fuppofed vohtxons leave no trace

ia the memory ‘But it is not unreafonable to believe, that a

o : Xx fpecies
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fpecies of motion which began in exprefs defign, may, though

“—~— it ceafes to be the fubje& of confcious attention, owe its con<
tinuance to a continued feries of thoughts flowing in -that- direc~
tlon, and thar, if life were taken away, material impulfe would
not carry on the exercife for a moment.:: We atually find,

that, when our thoughts in a train.are more than commonly
earneft, our pace flackens, and fometimes:our going. forward is
wholly fufpended, particularly: in any lefs common’ fpecies of
walking, fuch as that of defcending’ a flight of - flairs.. In
afcending the cafe is*ftill more difficult, and accordingly we are
accuftomed wholly to fufpend the regular progrefs of reﬂeéhon.

T,

during that operation.

Another cl

to the circu- afs of motions of a ftill fubtler nature, are the re-
lation of the . . : . .
blood. gular motions of the animal -economy, fuch as the circulation of

the blood, and the pulfation of - the heart.". Are thought and

perception the medium of thefe motions? “We have the fame

argument here as in the former mﬁances, conjun&ion of event.
‘When thought begins, thefe motions alfo begin ; * and, when it
ceafes, thiey are at an end," They are therefore either the caufe
or effe@® of perclplency, or mind ; but we fhall be inclined to
the latter fide of this dilemma, when we recolle&t that

embrace

we are probably - acquainted - with many ‘inftances in which

thought is the immediate canfe of motions, which fcarcely yield
in fubtlety to thefe; but that, as to the origin of thought, we

are wholly uninformed, Addto this, that there are- probably-

no
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no motions of the animal economy, which we do not find it jn BOOK Iv.
CHAP.VII.

the power of: volition, "and ftill more of our involuntary fenfas “——

tions, to haften or retard.
It is far from certain that the phenomenon of motwn can an‘
where exilt whére’ therc 1s not thought, Motlon may be diftri

buted into four claffes ; the fimpler motions which refult from

Of motion in
general,

what are called the effential properties of - matter and the laws of
impulfe ;” the more complex ones which cannot be accounted
.fo? by~the-affump.tion_ of thefe laws, fuch as gravitation, . efafti-
city, eleCtricity and magnetifm ;' and the motions of the vege-
table and .animal fyftems. Each of thefe -feems-farther than
that which preceded “it from :being abie to be accounted for by
any thing we underftand of the nature of matter. o

-Some light may be derived from what has been here ad- OF dreams
\tanced upon the phenomenon of dreams. “In fleep we fome- |
times imagine” for example “that we read long paflages from
books, or hear a long oration from a {peaker. In all cafes
fcenes and incidents pafs before us that in various ways excite
Is it poflible that thefe
fhould be the unconfcious production of our own minds "’

our paflions and intereft our feelings,

It has already appeared, that volition is the accidental, and by.
no means the neceflary concomitant, even of thofe thoughts
which are moft aQtive and efficient in the préducing of motion
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BOOK1V. Tt is therefore no more to be wondered at that the mind ihou!d
e be bufied in the compofition of books which it appears to read,

. " i i :!l:

" than that a train of thoughts of any other kind thould pafs oF THE pRINCIPLE oF Vlk,i‘UE ¥
through it without a confcioufnefs of its being the author. In . il
faft we perpetually annex wrong and erroneous ideas to this HYPOTHESES OF BENEVOLENCE AND SELF LOVE—SUPERIOR= {4
phrafe, that we are the authors. Though mind be ‘a-realand - ITY OF THE FORMER.—ACTION IS EITHER VOLUNTARY ’
. T \ — H?
efficient caufe, it is in no cafe a firlt caufe.: It is the medium OR INVOLUNTARY.— NATURE OF THE FIRST OF THESE 1;
hrough which operations are produced. - Ideas fucceed “each  CLASSES.—ARGUMENT ‘THAT RESULTS FROM 1-1-__\;0_ g
througt W | T _LUNTARY ACTION HAS A REAL EXISTEI\"CE —cost- T
other in our fenforium according to certain - neceffary laws. @ENCE OF o IXISTENCE  xissies. < vmw I
i flion, either ‘from without or from ' }

The moft powerful impreflion, OF THE SUBJECT.—SUPPOSITIONS SUGGESTED BY ‘THE

within, conftantly gets the better of all its competitors, and
forcibly drives out the preceding thought, till it is in the fame

irrefiftible manner driven out by its fucceflor.
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CHAP " VI

ADVOCATES OF SELF LOVE—THAT WE CALCULATE UPON
_ALL OCCASIONS THE ADVANTAGB TO ACCRUE To US.
FALSENESS OF THIS SUPPOSITION.-—SUPPOSITION OF A
CONTRARY SORT., — WE. DO NOT CALCULATE 'WHAT
VOULD BE THE UNEASINESS TO RESULT FIROM OUR RE-
FRAINING TO ACT—-EITHER IN’ RELIB\'ING DISTRESS—-—*
OR IN ADDING TO THE STOCK OF GENERAL GOOD,—
UNEASINESS AN ACCIDENTAL MEMBER OF THE PROCESS.
~— THE SUPPOSITIONS INCONSISTENTLY BLENDED.

SCHEME OF SELF LOVE RECOMMENDED FROM THE PRO- )

PENSITY OP MIND TO ABBREVIATE ITS PROCESS-—-FROM
- THE SIMPLICITY THAT OBTAINS IN “THE NATURES OF
THIN.GS.-—HYPOTHESIS . OF SELF LOVE INCOMPATIBLE
WITH VIRTUE.——CO]\-TCLUSION. IMPORTANCE OF THE

QUESTION.—APPLICATION,

T HE fubje&t of intelle@ual mechanifm fuggelted itfelf as
the moft fuitable . introdution to an enquiry into the
moral principles of human condu¢t, Having firlt afcertained
' ‘ that

BOOK 1v,

CHAP. VIII.
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 Iypothefes
of benevo-
lence and
felf love.

Superiority
of the for-
H}Cr-

Adtion is
cither volea-
tary or invo-
luutary.

T SO PRI S T R

OF THE PRINCIPLE

that thought is the real and efficient fource of animal motion, it
remains to be confidered what is the natire of thofe particular
thoughts in which the moral conduct of man originates.

Upon -this queftion there are two opinions. By fome it is
fuppofed that the human mind is of a temper conﬁderably duc-
tile, fo that, as we in certain mﬁances e\'ldently propofe our
own advantage for the ob_le& of our pmfult fo we are capable
no lefs fincerely and dire@ly in other inftances of dcﬁrmg the
benefit of our neighbour. By others it is affirmed, that we are
incapable of afting but from the profpect or ftimulant of per-
foml advantage, ‘and that, when our condudt appears moft re-

trovrade from this ob_]e& the prmcxp]e from which'it ﬂows is

fecretly the fame. It ﬂ1a11 be the bufinefs of this chapter to

prove that the former hypotheﬁs is conform'\ble to tmth

-~ Ytis to be prefumed from the arguments of the preceding chap-
ter, that there exift in the theory of the human mind two claﬂ'es of
aéhon, voluntary and mvoluntary The Iaft of thefe we have

minutely 1nveﬁlgated It hag fuﬂicrently appeared that there
are certain motions of the animal fyftem, which have fenfauon
or thought for their medium of production, andat the fame time
atife, to have recourfe to a ufual mode of expreffion, fpon-
taneoufly, without foreﬁght of or a dire& reflecting on the refult
which is to follow. But if we admlt the e‘nﬁence of this
phenomenon, there does not feem lefs reafon to admit the
exiftence of the other clafs of action above enumerated which

6 is
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13 accompanied in its operation with a forefight of its refult, 2001{ iv,
HAP. VIIL,

and to which that forefight ferves as the reafon and caufe of ex- ‘—v—
iftence. '

~ Voluntary ation cannot proceed from all - perceptrons indif- Mature of the
cnmmately, but only from !perceptions - of a peculrar clafs, viz. ‘:1;‘&0: e
fuch perceptions as are accompanied with the idea’ of fomething
as true refpe&mg them, fomething which may be affirmed or
denied, One of the firft mferences therefore from’ the do@trine
of voluntary ation, is the e\nﬁence of the underﬂandmg asa fas
culty diftin&t from fenfation, or, to fpeak more accurately, the
poﬁibxhty of employmg the general capac1ty of perceptlon, not
merely as the vehicle of dlﬁm& ldeas, but as the medlum of
connedling two or more ldeas together. 'This partrculal habit,
when it has once been created gradually extends 1tfelf to every
provmce of the mind, tillat length it is 1mpoﬂible for any thmg
to make a clear and diftin 1mpre{{ion upon ‘the fenforium, with-
out 1ts bemg followed w1t11 fome Judgment of the mmd con-

cernmg it

It is’ thus that_man becomes ‘a moral being, ‘He is 1o farthier
fo ‘than he is capable of conne&ing and coinparing' ideas, "of
making propofitions concerning them, and of forefeeing ceitain
confequences as the refult of certain motions of the animal fyftem.

But, if the forefight of “certain confequences to refult may be

the -
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OF TI—IE PRINCIPLE

3?{8}‘-\1]% the fufficient reafon of aﬁxcn, that is, if there e fuch a thing

'S~ 25 volition, theri every forefight of that kind has a tendency to

aftion. If the perception of fomething as true, joined with
the confcioufnefs of my capacity to at upon this truth, be of it-
felf fufficient to produce motion in the animal fyflem, then every
perception fo accompanied has a tendency to motion. To apply

this tothe {fubjec before us.

I pelcclvc a certain agreeable food, 1 percelve in rnyfelf an
appetite which this food is adapted to gratlfy, and thefe percep-
tions are accompamed wnth a confcioufnefs of my power to ap-
propnate this food. If no other conﬁderatlon ex1ﬂ: in my. rmnd
beyond thofe which have juft been flated, acertam motlon of the

. animal {yftem 1rreﬁﬁ1bly fo]lows. ,

Argument
that rcfults
fiom it.

Suppofe now that the perfon about whofe appe-t.itc_.es thefe pro-
pofitions are converfant, is not _ﬁlyfelf but another, This varia-
tion cannot materially alter the cafe. Still there remain all the
circumftances neceffary to generate motion, I perceive the
food, I am acquainted with the wants of the perfon in que[hon,
and I am confcious of my power of adminiflering to them.
Nothing more is neceffary in order to produce a certain move-
Therefore, if, as in the J_former cafe, no

ment of my body.
other confideration exift in my mind, a certain inotjon of the
animal fyftem’ irrefiftibly follows. Therefore, if ten thoufand

other confiderations exift, yet there was in this, feparately con-
fidered,
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fidered, a tendency ‘to motion. ‘That which, when alone; muft BOOK 1v.
. .l - (] . - HA]‘ Vll{-
inevitably produce motion, muft, however accompanied, retain . “————
its internal chara@er; . -~ .- - - .

1

Let ‘us however. fuppofe, which feems the  only  confiftent Voluntaryac.
mode of, fupporting the dottrine of felf love, * that there is no ‘I‘D‘l&h:z:rd
fuch thing pra&wally confidered as volition, that man never .
alls from a forefight of . .confequences, - but - always continues  to
a@; as we have proved him to act at’ ﬁrﬁ from the mere im-
pulf'e of pain, and ‘precifely in. the manner to. which: that im-
pulfe prompts him,. ,thh(mt the rational: faculty. ‘haung any ten-
dency to prolong,” to check or to regulate his a&wns. What |
an jncredible pictire does this exhibit to us of the human mind?

We form.to ourfelves, for this cannot be difputed, opinions, we

mealure the  tendency of; means jto the promotion of ; ends we -

comp;nre the ;valiie ‘of dlﬁ'ercnt .objedts,” and; we: imagiie :our -

condu& to be; mﬂuenced by the jodgments we are induced ' to -

make. We percelve the preferablenefs of one thing to another,

we deﬁle, we' chufe all . this"-cannot ; be .denied. ;. But all this

is a'vain apparatus; ‘and the whole fyﬁem of . our condu& _pro- .

cecds, ‘uninfluenced by our, apprehcnﬁon of the .telative value

of .objedls, and . .our - forcﬁght of - confequences favourable or
adverfe....; g0 pa

P ‘J‘ i -
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There is no other altematwe. Once admlt the underﬁandmg Confequence
of that cxift.

" toan- efﬁcnent ﬂaare in the buﬁnefs, and’ thére is no reafon that ence,
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it? The value of 2 man is his ufefulnefs ; has no man ever be- ggﬁ,{i‘}x}‘
lieved that another’s capacity for ufefulnefs was equal to his own? " “r——’. ‘
I am as 40, -confequéntly the others are as 800 ; if the 46 were ’
not myfelf, I fhould perceive that it was lefs than $00; is it pof- ;

-fible I thould not perceive it;: when the cafe becomes my own 2’ @

346 OF THE ,PRINCIPLE

BOOK IV. can };oﬁibl)' be affigned, .why every topic, which.. is *the’ objcf't_
L"—"v—""“AP‘\"L _of human underftanding, fhould ‘not have its:portion of effi-

ciency. Once admit that we act upen the .apprelienfion of

fomething that may be affirmed or denied refpeing an idea, and. .
we fhall be compelled to acknowledge: that every:propofition. ™ B
including in it the notion of. preferablenefs or the confrfiry, of |
better or worfe, will,fo far as*it:falls within the ‘compafs of-
our power real or fuppofed to effect;* afford a ‘motive induc'tﬁg,
though: with different ! degrées of energy, “to a_nin‘]al motion,
But this is dire@ly contrary to- the theory of felf love. - They
who maintain that felf love is the only fpringof aftion, fay in
| eﬂ'e&; not orly that no action is diﬁhte'reilkéd,“;l_m.f 't?]gy'no-.di'f- .
interefted confideration contributes in any degtée as an indace-
| ment to a&tion. If I relieve -the virtuous- dif’créfspf the beft
of men, I am influenced :aceording to-them ‘by no particle of
fove for the individual or corpaffion ' for ‘his diftrefs, but- ex-

‘But the advocates for the fyftem of felf love generally admit, ' C

“ that it is poffible for 'a man to facrifice his own exiftence in
-order to ‘preferve . that - of twenty others;” .but-they affirm,
* that in fo doing he aéts from perfonal intereft. “He’ perceives i"
that it is better for him to die with the conicioufnefs of "an he- :
Toic a@tion, than live with the remorfe of having declined it” - i
_That is, iheretis'an aion “attended with various recommenda~ 1
tions, the advantage to arife ‘to '.tw'ehty:liie.n.,- their!traliquillit:y: R
and happinefs through 'ajioﬁg period of remaining ‘exifterice, : the | : _
benefits they will not fail to confer on thoufands of their contem- - ' ' ;’
-poraries, and through them on }hiliio_ﬂs of pofterity, and laftly his i
H

clufively by the defire of procuring gratifieation to inyfelf.

©own efcape from remorfe and monientary exultation’in the per-
formance of an ac of virtite. From all thefe motives he fele@s
the laft,. the former he wholly difregards,

“ Let us éénﬁﬂér this cafe a ‘litt]e: more clofeély. - If F' perceive

and adopts a condudt . ' ;
~of the higheft generofity from no view but fo his own advantage, - '
*Abftractedly. and impartially confidered, "and. putting felf as fuch g

cither that’ my profperity ‘or ‘exiftence muft be’ facrificed to

PO " S T 4y e e L e Gy e s s B e NG S M i i G s
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thofe of twenty men as good: as’ m'}rfelf,iorithéirs to mine,
ﬁirely this affords fome' fmall indiiceiment ‘to " adopt the former

_-out of the queftion, this is its leaft récdrkgs‘nenclafion, -and ;he is - .
abfolutely and unlimitedly caflous to all the reft, ' -

g
. : . . i v . ahe
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part of the alternative. It may not be fuccefsful, but-docs it

! . * .
- excite no wifh however fleeting, no regret however ineffeGual ?

Y

The decifion of the queftion is in reality ‘an affair of arithmetic;

i

ey ? oot ',l
’ '

; f

i

- .Confidering thenithe fyftem of -difintereftednefs-ag fufficiently Experimental :
: ' view of the i

is there 5. ever competent to underftand .
is there no liuman being that was ever competent to unde | Yya | e 1
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- 348 OF THE PRINCIPLE

BOOK IV,

B VIf1 eftablithed in theory, let us compare it with the leflons of ex~
\——— hericnce.

Suppoiiions There ave two diffcrent hypothefes :by which this
{ﬁtgﬁ:‘ia by ~ theory is oppofed ; the one affirming that .in every thing we
of flflove: 4. we employ, previoully to the choice of the mind, a calculation

by which we deterimine how far the thing to be done will con-
duce to our own advantage;”’ tfie other aferibing our ations,
¢ to the fame blind and unintelligent principle, by which, when a
child cries, he frequently utters a found unexpected by himfelf,
_but which inevitably refults frqme a ‘certain ; connexion of an’ ox-

.ganized body with an irritated mind." = o7 T

DY

dat we . How far does éxperience agree with the: firft of . thefe: hy-
;ﬁlf,t:;{?::s pothefes ? Surely nothing ¢an be.more contrary. 'to-ariy thing we
:};ca:;?:?ogc- are able to obferve of ourfelves, than to:imagine,-that. in every
- . a@, of pity fuppofe, we eftimate the. quantity of beneﬁt to arife
. to ourfelves, before weyield to the emotion. It- mlght be . faid

,umdeed that the- mind is very fubtle in its operations, and that,,a

- certain train of reafoning having_ been- rendered familiar. to us,

. we pafs it over in our refletions with.a raptdtty that-leaves no

trace_in the memory But thts, though 'true,. will’ contribute

little to relieve the fyftem.we are:confidering, fince it unfortu-

nately happens. that our firft emotions. of. plty are: leaft capable. of

. being accounted: for: 2 v-this. ways . S L

'T'o underftand this let us begin with the café of an infant,
Before he can fecl fympathy, be muft have beem led by a

Falfenels of
this fuppofi-
_gion.
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-nurfe die,. be- will . be in_ danger- of pen{hmg, and that, if’

OF VIRTUE 49

feries of - obfervations to perceive that his nurfe for example, is BOOK 1v.,
o being poflefled of confcioufnefs, and fufceptible like hitnfelf w
of the impreflions of pleafure and pam. Having fupplied him
with this previous knowledge let us fuppofe his nurfe to fall.
from a flight of flairs and break her leg He will probably feel.
fome concern for the~ accndent he wﬂl underﬁand the meanmg; -
of hcr erles, fimilar. to thof'e he. has becn accuﬁomed to utter

in dl[h'efs s and he wﬂl dtfcove.r fome wxlh to. reheve her

, Plty is perhaps firft mtroduced by a meehamcal unpreﬂion upon

another prompt the chtld w1thout dlre& deﬁgn to- utter crles
of his own.. The['e are at ﬁrf’c unaccompamed thh compaﬁ‘ ion,
but they naturally mduce the mind of the mfant to yleld atten-
tion to the appearance whtch thus 1mpreﬂ'ed htm. oo '
In thie rehef he wdhes to commumcate is he prompted hy
refle&ing on the pleafures of generoﬁty f Thls 1s by the fuppo- |
fition :the firft. benevolent emotlon I;_e_has expertenced and pre-
.v10uﬂy to.experience. it is impoffible he fhould forefee the plea-
fares of. benevolence,. Shall we fuppofe that he s mﬂuenced

by other - felfith confiderations ?- He conﬁders, that, if his.

the be_lame, he will be deprived. of hts airings. -Is it pok-- '-
;fible that-any. man’ fhould heheve, that, in_the m&antaneous ) ..
itnpulfe of fympathy, the-child. is gmded by thefe remote con-
fiderations ? . Indeed .it was. unneceﬁ'a\ry to have. mﬁanced in. an:
:aftion apparently benevolent, fince it ‘is -equally. clear: that our - :
moft.
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150 OF THE PRINCIPLE

JOOK IV- -moft familiar actions are inconfiftent with this e*cplanatlon.
“——— We do not fo much as eat and drink, from the recollettion thit
thefe functions are neceffary to our fupport.

Suppofition ‘The fecond of the't\'vohypo‘t'hefes enumerated, is diametrically

?cfr:.commy the reverfe of the firft.” As the former reprefented all’ human
adtions as proceedmg from a very remote deduﬁhon of the in- -
tellet‘.'t the latter confiders the Whole as merely phyﬁcal In
:ts htetal fenfe, as has already been’ feen, nothmg can be more
1ncompat1ble with e\penence. Its advocates therefore are obliged
to modlfy the1r original affumption, and to fay, not that we a&
merely from fenfation, but that fenfation affords the bafis for
refleftion ;- and that, though we be capab!e of condu&tng our-
felves by fyftem and’ foreﬁght *yet “the only topic to which we’
can apply that forefight is the removal of pain. In reallty all
that ‘which is regu]atly adapted to the accomphfhment of a certain
purpofe, mn& be admitted to flow from the dicates of* refle@ion.
The tear ﬁarts the cfy i$ uttered af the- promptmg of - fenfation
only, but we cannot lift a a ﬁnger to reheve c‘tcept a3 we are cOma

manded by the underﬁandmg

L - i

We do ot Here then we are prefented with'thé commencement of a new
calculate what

Could hethe feries, If uneaﬁnefs be ftill the fource of the - phenomena, ait
uneafincfs to .
refultfromour Jeaft it is now “under a different form. Before, a certain emotion

refraining to

aft: Avas produced rei:peﬂmg which 10 intention was extant in the
cither in e ' mind. 'Now an adtion or-a feries of altions is‘adopted. with
h?r;n,g o certdin view and leading to“a certain-end, - This end is faid to

‘ 2 , | ' be
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be the removal of uneafinefs. \Whether it be orno is a queftion 2}?215‘1{,:;‘
which recolleion in many cafes is' competent to enable us to S’
decide. If we frequently deceive ourfelves as to the motive. by
which we are prompted-to a&, this is chiefly owing to vanity,
a defire of i imputing to ourfelves, or being underflood by the
world to a& from a principle. more elevated than that which
truly. belongs to us; But this idea is leaft” prevalent with chil
dren and’ favages, and of -confequence they ought to be moft
completely aware that the project they have conceived is that of
removing uneafinefs, It feems to be'an uncommon refinement:
in abfurdity to fay, that the end we really .purfue is- one to.
which we are-in no inftance confcious ;. that our action is wholly -
derived from an unperceived 1nﬂuence, and the view extant in.

the underf’candmg altogethe1 1mpotent and unconcerned.

In the cafe we have _]uﬁ exammed uneaﬁnefs is the ﬁrl’c ftep orin adding

to the ftock
in the procefs ;- in" others whlch mlght ‘be ﬁated unealinefs is of gene::f

good,

not. the firf} flep. “1In the purfuit” fuppofe “ of a chemical

procefs I accxdentally dtfcover a circumftance, whlch ~may be of
great beneﬁt to mankmd I m{’cantly quit the obje& I was ori-
gmally purfumg, profecute this dlfcovery, and communicate it
to the world ” In the former proceedmg a fenfation of pain
was the initiative, and put my 1ntel]e€tual powers into aCtion,
. In the prefent cafe the perceptlon of truth 1s the original mover,
Wh'ltever uneafinefs ‘may be fuppo[ed to- exlﬂ _ rendering me
anxnous for the pubhcatton of thls beneﬁt s the confeqnence of

’ _ ‘ . the

I ——

T e U A A et

e et s .
g AR IR P S |

[ iy

r traa avieaa®

e RANI T At mees i

EaR R vty

o s




sl

Cp——— a4

v

R WA

35 OF THE PRINCIPLE % OF VIRTUE ' 153 |
BOOKAV." ghe perception. - The uneafinefs would never have-exifted if the world. None of thefe objeéts would ever have been purfued, o O,?pKJ},’, !

CHAP.VillL

“—~— perception had not gone before . if the decifions of the intellect had not gone firft, and informed ‘———’

us that they were worthy to be purfued,

Uneafinels L But it has been faid, « that, though the perception of truth in’ Neither of th 8
an accident . . - . either o o
:Lrl-]eranbcr of this cafe goes firft, the ;pain was not lefs indifpenfible in the - haos h ; © two hypothefes we have been examining would ;I'he lappofi- .
¢ procefs, . . ) . : . erhapns have ions incon- r
d procefs, fince, without that, action would never have -followed. p P cen reckoned fo much as plaufible in themfelves, S“:t:ﬂ:l‘g’ S

. . . - ndacd. '

if they had not been blended together by the inadvertence of their .

A&ton is-the child of defire, and a-cold and uninterefting deci-
fion of the underftahé'mg would for ever have laid -dormant in
the mind.” Granting’ that pain in a certain modified degree isa
_conftant flep-in the procefs, it may neverthelefs be denied that
it is in the firiGeft fenfe of the word indifpenfible. To perccn'e
that I ought to publifh'a certain dd'covery, is to percewe that
publifhing is preferable to not pubhfhmg it. But to percewe a
preference is to prefer, and to prefer is to choofe. The' procefs

fupporters. 'The advocates of felf love have been aware, that
the mere fenfitive impulfe of pain would account for a very
fmall part of the hiftory of man ; 'and they have therefore infen-
ﬁbty flided from ,the confideration of uneafinefs to be removed,
to that of intereft to be prorhoted They have confounded the
two cafes of fenfation and reﬂeéhon and, taking it for granted
in the latter that private grattﬁcanon was the objedt univerfally
purfued have concluded that they were accounting for all human®
a&tions from one principle. In reality no two principles can be - . .
more diftinQ, than the impulfe of uneafinefs, which has very'- | |
lmproperly been denommated the love of ourfelvés, . and that de- ' .
liberate felf love,’ by which of fet defign we purfue our own ad- ‘

is-in this cafe complete, and pain, in the fenfe in which it.comes
in"at all, is “merély an acc1dent. ’\Vh)r do 1 feel pdin’ in’ the
negle& of an a& of benevoience, but becaufe benevo]encc is
Judgcd by me to be a condud which' it becomes me to’ adopt?
Does the unﬂerﬁandmg wiit to enquu'e what advantage wﬂl Te-
fult from the propofitions, that two and two make four, or t'hat
fuch and fuch’ caufes will contiibute to the happlnefs of my

vantage. " One cucum{tance only they have in common that of ' =

_reprefentmg us as 1ncapable of underftanding any propofition,
till we have in fome way or other conne@ed it with perfonal in-

Lyt

K > i Lo a e . ta
e:ghbour, before it is capable of percen ing them to be true . tere{t.‘ ‘This is certainly a juft reprefentation of their confe-
quences ; fince, if I were capable of underftanding the naked
proPOﬁtlon, that my neighbour flood in necd of a candle for '

Z z : inftance

ey

The fame pnnc:ple which i is applied here, s not lefs applica-
Bl to faie, wealth and - power, ina word to all thofe purﬁnts

wluch engage the reﬂea:mg and fpeculatwe part of the civilifed
world,
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354 OF THE PRINCIPLE E
ZSOOK 1V inftance to be removed from one end of a room to the other, % mind that unfits it for entertaining the dire@ purpofe, an un- BOOK 1V, :
< VRS, . . . . . . , . B CHAP.VIIL. 3
‘“—~~— this wonld bé a reafon of a&ion, amotive, either ftrong or weak; o E prejudiced enqu:rcr will be very litdle difpofed umvernl[y to \———— -
cither predominant cr the contrary. But, . if this cqnﬁderdtton ﬁ;’ have rccourfe o that which is indirec. .
entered for any thing into the ground of my proceeding, the E o _ | p
whole would not be refolable into felf fove i% The hypothefis of felf love feems to have been originally in- from the fim.
i ' _ o i plicity that ¥
_ o , _ vented from a leve of “that fimplicity, which appears to be the obtains in the
. - . . . . natures v
i An hypothefis, which has been thought to have fome ten ultimate term in all grand difcoveries relative to the fyftem of thiogs. ;
{e ve TC- - . . . , . . . s - . ] . v .
j:Pmnui:lndml dency to relieve the difficulties of the fyftem of feif love, is that the vniverfe.”  But fimplicity, though well déferving our appro-
som the pro- v, : : : al princi A ) o e
) pcnll'llty ofb “ of the mind’s reafoning out for itfelf certain general principles, bation, can fearcely of itfelf be a fufficient ﬁlppdtt for any. :
mind to ab- . . H : it
b“‘-"“}“ it'  which are a fort of refting-places in thg.procefs,— to_which it ‘opinion, The ﬁmphcﬁy however in this cafe is more apparent
-procefs. . q s . .
afterwards recurs, and upon which it acts, without being at the than real. Not to repeat what has been faid relative to the
trouble in each inftance of application, of repeating the reafons coalition of two hypothefes very incongruous in their own nature, - CF
upon which the general principle was founded. Thus in geo- there is little genuine fimplicity in a fcheme, that repr.e'fents us - L
metry, ‘as we proceed ta the higher branches, we perpetually as péipetually ating from’ i ﬁidﬁive which we lealt fufpé&ed
s refer to the earlier propofitions as eftablithed and certain, with- -and feeks by a circuitous and . intricate. meth od for a rec ommen—
out having at the time m our minds perhaps the ﬁ!;.alleﬁ recol- ‘dation of little intrinfic value, reje&mg in all cafes the great and :
lection of the way m which thofe " early propofitions were obvious reafon which the firlt view of the fub_] &t fuggeﬁc 4 -
though true, has v e ey . - . ’ it
demonfltrated.” But th‘? 1ep1efent.at10n, 5 i ety True fimplicity is altogether on the fide of the oppofite {yftem,
little tendency to decide in the fubje&t before us. It is ftill true, hich ] o fe of Betn o . 8|
i | i fition as it relat which reprelents man as capable of being governed by the ;
that, if 1 be capable of um;erftandmg 2 P{TOP_ o1 bout. e nature of the thing, and of adting from the motive which he
i neighbour, any reafoning about the pro- . . . . . -
to the intereft of my neighbo ’&1 Y 8 g ith P fuppofes to influence him ; which requires nothing but percep-~ ;
; i it is indi onnefted with my own .
pofition by which it 1s "}‘hre yc . t . , o ny L tion to account for all the phenomena of mind, and, when a i
. i - i ate of action. It 15 3
intereft, is unneceffary to put me mto.z:l At diredt d - reafon exciting to aé‘uon is apprehended, does not feek for an 1
i r adi a dire&t and an indire& tendency; ‘ ¥
ftill true, that my ation has a ; e ¥3 additional principle to open a communication between the Judg- i
and, till it can be fhown that there s fomething in the nature of ment and the choice |
. ' ‘ : i
mind : - . A
Zz2 There 1
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OF THE PRINCIPLE OF VIRTUE

356
BOOK 1V. There s one obfervation more, which, though it be not fo
:: :::‘;::I conclufive as fome of thofe which have been mentioned,_oel‘gh;' :
of [elffove ot to be omitted. If felf love be the only principle of a&ion,
‘?':?‘“:'l::‘t‘:‘;‘c there can be no fuch thin.g as vfrtue. "Virtue is a principle in
the mind, by which we are enabled to form a true eftimate of

- the pretenfions of different reafons inviting us to preference.

‘357

ever was performed, may, for any thing we know, have been the BOOK IV,

attion in the whol 1d of C‘-—v—-—'HAP.vm-
ole world of the moft exquifitc and. deliberate

injuftice. Nay, it could not have been’ otherwife, fince it pro-

duced the greateft good, and  therefore.was the individual in~

ftance in which the greateft good was moft dire&tly poftponed

to perfonal gratification,

by v Sl R
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" He, that makes a falfe eftimate, and prefers a trivial and partial ' o L o ) 1
) good to an important and comprehenfive one, is vicious, It is Nor will this obje@ion be much relieved by the fyftem } |
in the difpofition and view of e mind, and not in the good already. alluded to of refting-places, enabling a man in a certain g ’
which may accidentally and. unintentionally refult, that virtue "degree to forget the narrow and felﬁfh principles in which his con- :
confifts. Judas’s a@ in betraying Chrift, according to the " dudt originated. It can fearcely be queftioned, that the motives |
Chriftian fyftem, niay be regarded as a real and effential caufe wlnch induced a man to adopt his fyftem of condud, and with-
conducing to the falvation of mankind. Yet ]udas’s 2& was _ ‘out which he never would have adopted it, are of more import-
not virtuous, but vicious. He thought only of the forty pleces ance, than the thoughtleﬁ'nefs and i Inattention by which they arc ; :
of filver, the price of-his treachery, and negle&ed every confi~ fOrgOtten, in deciding upon the ‘morality of his chara@er, ' ,’
deration ‘of public utility and juftice.. . Juft fo in the cafe flated 7_ _ | o o JIE |
early in the prefent chapter, the pubhc benefactor, abfolutely and ' From this train of reafonin;g- the .refult is, that men are capa- Conclufion, : ’

S

firidtly fpeakmg, prefers forty to e:ght hundred or eight hundred ble of underftanding the’ beauty of virtue, and the claims of

millions. .So far as relates to the real merits of the cafe, his
own advantage or pleafure is a very infignificant confideration,
and the benefit to be produced, fuppofe to a wosld, is ineftima-

ble. Yet he falfely and unjuftly prefers the firft, and regards

other men upon their benevolence ; and, underftanding them,
that thefe views, as well as every other perception of the 'in-
tellect, are of the nature of motives, fometimes overpowered
by other conﬁderatmns, and fometimes -overpowering them, but

A%y wehe b el iy e

always in their own nature capable of exciting to action, when
not counteratted by pleas of a different fort. Men are capable
no deubt of- preferrmg an inferior intereft of their own to
a fuperior intereft-of other. people ; but to this preference it is .

the latter, abftrattedly confidered, as nothing. If there be fuch a
thing as juftice, if I have a real and abfolute value,.upon which
~ truth can decide, and which can be‘compared with what is

greater or lefs, then, according to this fyftem, the beft aéhon that

5 _. ever —_ ' ' perhaps
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BOOK IV.  perhaps neceﬂ'ur)' that they fhould imagine the- benefit to 3 accuftomed to term the beft men, are on]y inftances in wluch BOOK IV.

CHAP. VIil.
‘—— themfelves to be gre1t and the injury to others comparatwcly

fmall, or elfe that they fhould - have embraced - the pernicious

Caap. viIi. . 5
juftice and the real merits of the cafe are moft flagrantly violated, “~——

But we can think with- little complacence of the individuals of - )
whom this univerfe is dompofed It is no wonder that philo-
fopher:,, whofe fyftem has taught them to look upon their fellow
men as thus perverfe and unjuft, have been frequently cold,

opinion that the general good -is beft ferved by each man’s

applying himfclf exclufively to his perfonal adt-"antage.

Tmportance There is no do@rine i which the generous and elevated phlegmatic and unanimated. It is'no wonder that Rouffean, : ‘ 2!
f 1l - . E . 1
gon. " Inind refts with more fatisfadtion, than in that of which we are the moft benevolent of all thefe philofophers, --and who moft :

treating. If it be falfe, it is no doubt incumbent upon us to efcaped the general contagion, has been driven to place the per-

Tt r AWttt e s g 0e h e o

‘make the belt of the fmail remmnt of good that remams. ‘But fection of all virtue in doing no injury ¥, . Neither philofophy

it is a heartlefs profpe& for ‘the moralift, who when he has

O e ST

nor morality nor politics will ever thow like themfelves, till man

‘done all, has no hope to perfuade mankind to one atom of real ihall be ac]mowlt_fdgctl for what he really is, a being capal:)le of

camar b Trn megiee oo

affe@ion towards any one individual of their fpemes. \Ve may juftice, virtue and benevolence, and who necds not always to be il

be made indeed the inftruments of good but in a way lefs led to a ph_ilanthropical conduct- by foreign and. frivolous con-

“honourable, than that in which a frame of wood or'a fheet of fiderations. - o ;

paper may be made the inftrument of good. The wood or the e : - ‘ H‘,

paper are at lealt neutral. But we are drawn into the fervice The fyﬁem of dlﬁnterefted benevolence proves to us, that it g

‘svith affeGtions of a diametrically oppoﬁte diretion. When we do is poffible to bc vn-tuous, and not merely to talk of virtue; that r

the moft benevolent action, it is with- a view only to our’ own all which has been faid by phxlofophers and moraltﬁs refpe&mg %

* advantage, and with the moft fovereign and unreferved négle@ of ’ _H“Pm'nalluﬁlce 15 not an unmeaning rant ; and that, when we call

that of others. We are inftruments- of good, juft in the fame upon mankind to diveft themfelves of felﬁ{h and perfonal con- j

manner as bad men are faid to be the inftruments of providence, fiderations, we call upon them for fomethin o which they are i

even when their inclinations are moft rtefra&orjr to its-decrees. able to pra&xfe.‘ An tdea hke this rcconc1les us. to our fpecies; . lf‘

. In this fenfe we may admire the fyfem of the univerfe, where ) teaches us to regard with enlightened admlratlon the men who ) i
) } public utility refults from each man’s contempt of that utility, and * & Lo plus fiblime vertu t_’ﬂ\ﬂfgahw, e s it e mwmmﬁm Y i
where the moft beneficial a&ions of thofe, whom we have been - & perfinne?  Eauir, Liv. II.

' accuftomed 3 : _ - h'wc . ’}.
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iy

as 1f it were done by ourfelves. The truly wife man will gOOK Iv.
c : S CHAP. VI,
be aCtuated neither by  intereft nor ambition, the. love of ——

honour nor the love Qf fame. He has no emulation. 'Hc is !

BOOK IV. have appeared to lofe the feeling of their perfonal exiftence in
CHAP. VIII.

‘——~—the purfuit of general advantage ; and gwes us reafon to exped,

that, as men colle@ively advancc in fc1ence and ufeful’ inftitu-

tion, they will proceed more and more to confolidate ‘their pri- not made uneafy by a comparifon of his own attainments with ' A

vate judgment and their individual will with abftra& ]ulhce and thofe of others, but by a comparifon with the ftandard of right..

He has a duty indecd obliging him to feek the good of the
whole ; but that good is his only obje&. If that good be ' !
effected by another hand, he feels no difappointment. Al men- Ii

X are his fellow labourers, but he is the riv,al of no man. Like:
Pedaretus in ancient ftory, he exclaims ;: ©I alfo have endeavoured’
to deferve ; but there are three hundred citizens in. Sparta better:
than myfelf and I rejoice.”

the unmixed approbation of general happinefs.

Application, ~ What are the inferences that ought to be made from this
dotrine with refped to political inftitution ? Certainly not that
the intereft of the individual ought to be made incompatible with
the part he is expefied to take in the intereft of the whole,
T'his is neither defirable, nor even poﬁible. But that focial in-
fitution needs not defpair of feeing men mﬂuenced by other

and better motwes. The legiflator is bound to recollect
that the true perfe&tion of mind confifts in difinterefednefs.
He thould regard it as the ultimate obje& of his exertlons, to

f induce men to eftimate themfelves at their true value, and
 neither to grant to themfelves nor claim from others a higher
‘confideration "than they juftly deferve.  “‘Above all he fhould
be careful not to add to the wgour of the felﬁ{h paffions. He.
{hould gradually wean men from contemplatmg their own bene- -
fit in all that they do, and induce them to view with com-
placency the advantage that is to refult to others.

The laft perfe@tion of this feeling confifts in that ftate of mind
which bids us rejoice as fully in the good that is done by others,

SRl vy g '."
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CHAP IX.

OF THE TENDENCY OF VIRTUE.

4T IS THE ROAD TO qurm_nhss——'ro THE ESTEEM AND
AFFECTION OF OTHERS.— OBJECTION FROM MISCON-
STRUCTION AND CALUMNY.—ANSWER.—VIRTUE COM~-
PARED WITH OTHER MODES OF PROCURING ESTEEM.—
“VICE AND NOT VIRTUE IS THE SUBJECT OF OBLOQUY— -
INSTANCED IN THE BASE ALLOY WITH WHICH OUR VIR-
TUES ARE MIXED—IN ARROGANCE-AND OSTENTATION .
—IN THE VICES IN WHICH PERSONS OF MORAL EXCEL-
LENCE ALLOW THEMSELVES.—THE VIRTUOUS MAN ONLY -
‘HAS FRIENDS.~—VIRTUE THE ROAD TO PROSPERITY AND
SUCCESS IN THE WORLD-— APPLIED TO COMMERCIAL
TRANSACTIONS—TO CASES THAT DEPEND UPON PA-
“PRONAGE.— APPARENT EXCEPTIONS WHERE THE DE-
PENDENT IS EMPLOYED AS THE INSTRUMENT OF VICE.
~—VIRTUE COMPARED WITH OTHER MODE§ OF BECOM-
ING PROSPEROUS.— SOURCE OF THE DISREPUTE OF VIR~
TUE IN THIS RESPECT.—— CONCESSION.— CASE WHERE
CONVENIENT VICE BIDS FAIR FOR CONCEALMENT,—
CHANCE OF DETECTION. — INDOLENCE — APPREHEN-
SIVENESS— AND DEPRAVITY THE OFFSPRING OF VICE.

AVING endeavoured to eftablith the theory of virme.

‘BOOK TV.
.CHAP.IX. ) . .
R S upon its true principle, and to fhew that felf intereft is

neither its bafis in juftice and truth, nor by any means neceffary .
| to

OF THE TENDENCY OF VIRTUE.

hat d bl ] CHAP,IX.
in-what degree public intereft is coincident with private, and by “—-v-"""'

that means at once to remove one of the enticements and apo-
logies of vice, and afford an additional encouragement and diree- -
tion to the true politician. .

In the firft place then, there appears ‘to be fuﬁiment reafon 7 is the road ;
t0 believe, that the practice of virtue is the true road to individual ** PP
happinefs, Many of the reafons which might be adduced-in.

this place have been anticipated in the chapter of the Cultivation -

.of Truth. - Virtue'is a fource of -h'ap'pine{'s that does not pall jn-
‘the enjoyment, and- of. which no man can deprive us*,. ‘The:
‘éffence of virtue 'confifts in the feeing-every thing in its-true.

light, and eftimating every thing at its intrinfic value,” No man -

- therefore, fo far ‘as he is:virtuous, can be in danger-to become -

-a’ prey- to -forrow 'and. difcontent.; He will 'habifuate himfelf, .

relpecting every fpemes of conduct and: temper -to ook at its -
abfolute utility, and to tolerate none from whxch beneﬁt cannot .

arife either to himfelf or others.: Nor Wlll this be- fo dlfﬁcult a

. taflk asitis commonly imagined.. The man, who is accuftomed .

upon every occafion to confult his reafon, will fpeedily find a-

~habit - of *this nature growing upon him, till the Juft and difpaf- -
{ionate value of every inéi_dénfth:it befals him will come at length .

fpontaneoufly. to fuggeft itfelf. . Thofe evils which prejudice has -
o # Ch; IV. p. 233. . -

3A2 : ' taught -
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363 -
o incite us to the praéhce, it may not be i improper to confidér BPOOK 1V,
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364 OF THE TENDENCY

g‘{;?l‘; 1Y taught fo great a part of mankind to regard with horror, will ap-
‘—~——— pear to his underflanding difarmed of their terrors, Poverty,’
obloquy and difgrace will be judged by him to be very trivial
misfortunes. Few conditions can be fo deflitute as to deprive

us of the means of obtaining for ourfelves a fubfiftence. The

reafonable mind perceives at once the poffibility- -of this and the

beft method.of e\ecutmg it ; and it needs no great ftretch of un-

-derftanding to decide, that real happmefs does not confift in lux-

2t -urious accommodations. With refpect to obloquy and difgrace,
the wife man may lament the tendency they poffels to narrow
the {phere of his ufefulnefs ; but he will readily perceive, that,
feparately from this confideration, they are no evils, My real
-value depends upon the qualities that are properly my own, and
cannot be diminifhed by the flander and contempt of the whole
.world, Even bedily pain lofes much of its fting, when it is
.encountercd. by a chearful, a compofed, and a determined {pirit,
“To all thefe negative advantages of virtue, we ma)} add the po-
fitive fatisfaction of a mind confcious of re@itude, rejoicing in

the good of the whole, and perpetually exextcd for the promo-
tion of that good.

-

"There are indecd fome extreme cafes of the ele@tion of a vir-
tuous condudt, refpe@ting which it is difficule to pronounce.
Was it Regulus's intereft to return to Carthage to a tormenting

death, rather than fave his life by perfuading the Roman fenate
Probably, with
:ﬂle

o an exchange of pnfoners Probably it was.
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the exquifite feeling of duty with which Regulus was animated, TOOK 1v.
a life that was to be perpetuaﬁy haunted with the recolletion’of w-’
his having omitted the nobleft opportunity of public fervice, was

not worth his purchafe. His reafoning, fo far as velated to '

perfonal intereft, might be like that of Cato in the playé

. A day, an hour, of virtuous liberty

Is worth a w_holc cternity in bondage *.”

Secondl} , virtue not only lcnds to the happinefs of him \.vho to the cftcem

practifes it, but to.the efteem and affe@ion of others. : and aficéion

- Nothing of others,
can be more mdlfputable, than that the dire@ road to the eftecni ‘
of mankind, is by. domg things worthy- of their eftcem, The
moft artful {cheme for pafling. thlings“ upon -others for fomewhat
different from what' they really are, is in momentary danger - of
dgte&ion ;.and it would be z.iil_ égi'égious_miﬁake to fuppofe, that
men efteem any, thi‘ng..but' what comes .to them under the ap-

* The ﬁrﬂ: of the thrce heads difcuﬂ'ed in tlus chapter is mferted clueﬁy for
Yhe fake of method, few perfons havmg really doubted that virtue is the moft
genuine fource of individual tr1nqu1lhty and happinefs. It is thercfore difmifled
with all pradiicable brevity. The two remaining heads had a ftronger claim to
difcuflion. It unfortunately happens to be the generally received opinion, that
rmd virtue is neither the fureft road to othcr men’s approbation and efteem,
nor the moft p"obqble means of fc.curmg our e'{temal profpemy If the author

had known of any work 4t prefcnt exifting, that hnd appear.d to himi to phce'

this {ubjedt in any degree in its true light, he would have cmitted the reafon- : ' : i

:ngs of this chapter.

pearance
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firuftion and
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OF THE TENDENCY

pearance of virtue. No man cver exifted of a tafte fo depraved’
as to feel real approbation of another, for the.artfulnefs of his

flattery, or. the cunning with which.he over-reached his neigh-~

bours..

There is indéed one difadvantage that occurs under this head,,
confifting in this circumftance, “ that no man . truly admires:
what he does-not underftand.. Now, 'in order thoroughly to-
comprehend the value of any mental effort, whether of a purely-
intellectual-or moral nature, it is perhaps neceﬁ'ary that- the ‘ge- -
nius or virtue of the--fpe&ator ‘fhould :be- equal to that-of “him
by whom it'is made., It is an inevitablé law- of 6u'1-'natiire,: that :
we fhould ‘in a’great .meafure -judge of ‘others by curfelves, and .
form our ftandard ‘of human nature by. an inveftigation ' of our -
own minds; . That, refpeting which we feel a clear and diftinét .
conviftion that :we are ourfelves- incapablé, we- are -prone o -

fufpe&: to be mere -fhow. and - deception-in-others: We are :

the more inclined to- this, becaule we feel their virtues to be a: -

reproach to our indolence, and’ therefore are little dlfpofed to
make a liberal eftimate of them.” - - '

‘But, though- there be fome truth'in thefe” obfetvations, they ;
‘have frequently been madeé much too indifcriminate, by- the mi- -
.' fahﬂirol)y_ and impatience of t]iofe, .who have. conceived their .
eftimation with their neighbours.or. the -world to fall greatly -
fhort of their merit. It muft be admitted that mankind are :
relutant :

OF VIRTUEL,
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reluCtant to acknowledge a wifdom or a virtue fuperior to their BOOK Iv,

own ; but this relu@ance is by no means invincible, It is abfurd

CHAP.IX,
Syt

to fuppofe that no man believes himfelf the inferior of his neigh-

bour, or that, when he reads the plays of Shakcl})eare, the phi-
lofophy of Roufleau, or the a&ions of Cato, he fays, “ I am as

i * It would be ftill
more abfurd to fuppofe that men may not iri a confiderable degree

fkilful, as wife, or as virtuwous as this man,”

perceive the beauty of paflages they could never have wr:tten,
and altions they would never have performed. '

Itis true that men of high moral excellence are ﬁ,ldom efti-
mated at their true value, efpecially by their conte'npomnes.
But the queftion does not relate to this point, but to that other,
whether they be not eﬁeemed more than perfons of any other
defeription, and of confequcnc; whether virtue be not the beft
road to efteem ? - Now, let a fpecious appearance be maintained
with ever fo much uniformity of fuccefs, 1t is perpetually in
dange1 of deteéhon. Tt will always want fomethmg of anima-
tion,” of confiftency.and firmnefs that trae virtue would produce,
The imitation-will never come up to the life. That temporifing

and compliance, which are careful not to contradict too much

the prejudices of mankind, and in which the principal advantage

of a merely exterlor virtue confifts, will always bear fomething
fufplcmus about them. "Men do not love him who is perpetually
courting their applaufe. They do not give with a liberal Ipirit
what is fought with too unwearied an a{T duxty But their praife

i .
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BOOK IV. is involuntarily extorted, by Lim who is not fo ansious to ob--
CHAP. IX. o
——— tain ium.ccfa, as to deﬁ.ne it.

Viccandnot I men of virtue be Ireouen’dv mifinterpreted or mifunder-

virtee is the

et of ob- ftocd, this is in a great degree to be aferibed to the imperfe&ion

loquy :
o of their virtue and the exrors of their condu&. True virtue-

thould hold no commerce with art. We ’oug;ht not to be fo de--
firous to exhibit our virtue to advantage, ‘as to give it free {cope-
and fuffer it to exhibit itfelf.  Art is nearly allied-to felfith-
nefs ; and true virtue has already been fhown to be perfecily.
difintercfted. The mind fhould be fixed only on the object.
purﬁﬁed, ‘and - not vpon the gracefulnels or gallantry of the-
purfuit. We fhould be upon all occaflions. perfectly ingenuous,
e\:preﬂi;lg with fimplicity the fentiments of our-heart, and:
fpeaking of oufelves, when.that may be neceflary, neither with

oftentation and arrogance on  the one hand, nor with the frequently

inftzneced 1n
the bale al.
lov with
which our

wuxed @

applauded lies of a cowardlike humility on the other. - There is- _

a charm in fincerity that nothing can refilt. If once a man:

could- be perfe&ly frank, open and firm in-all .his words and.

aftions, it would be impoffible for that man.-to be mif--

interpreted.

in arrofrance
- and oflvata-
tion 3

be envy. But, if we be regarded with envy, it may be
fufpected to be in a great meafure our. own fault, He will

always be envied moft, who is moft arrogant, and. whofe mind

1 ' : ..+ moft.
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moft frequently recurs to his own attainments and the inferiority BOOh Iv.

of others.

uneafy fenfe of reproach, if they were perfe@tly unaffuming.

Any degree of oftentation in their lefs corrupted neighbour, as
it humbles the vanity of mankind, muft be expefted to excite
in' them a defire of rctaliation. But he whofe virtues flow from
philanthropy alone, whofe heart expands with benevolence and
good will, and who has no defire to make his fuperiority felt,
will at all times have many friends and few enemics,

Virtue has alfo frequently-been fubje@ to mifréprefentation
from a farther circumftance which is moft properly chargeable
upon’ the fufferers, and that is, the inequality of their a&ions.
It is no wonder, if we firlt roufe the angry paflions of mankind
by our arrogance, and then rendet our motives fulpeCted by a
¢ertain ‘mixture of art in the exhibition of .our chara@ers, that
the follies and vices we commlt, if they be of a glaring kind,
fhould too often furnifh a triumphant argument to fupport

: agamﬁ us the accufation of hypocrify and deceit. It unfortunates

1y happens, that, when meri of an ardent fpirit fall into error;

- BT EEC TSR

their crrors are - inevitably confpxcuous. It happens, that men;
swho have dedicated thie flower of their firength to laudable pur=
pofes, too often think they-have a right to indulge in relass
ations unworthy of the eriergy of their charaters. They would
furely avoid this” fatal miftake, if they duly refleGed, that it is
not their individual charé&ef.bn]); that is at ftake, but that they.
i ) - 3B _ are

1AP, IX,

Our virtues would feldom be contemplated with an ‘-—ﬂr—-d

i1 the viees
i1 which '
perfons of

_ moral excel

Ience allow
themfelvess

.
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gggl}? Il;‘: are injuring the caufc of juftice and general good.. Prudential “In the third place, virtue will probaf)ly_be found the fecureft ggg}:li\;{ . 4,

“——— and timid virtues, unalloyed with imprudent and thoughtlefs road to outward profperity and fuccefs in the world, .according o
vices, are beft underftood by the vulgar, , Their reign indeed is 5 to the old maxim, “that honefty is the beft policy.” Ttis ;:; i?, ;.°aﬁ',}’r' i
fhort ; they triumph only for a day : but that they are tranfitory ‘é indeed natural to fuppofe that a good name fhould eminently {:g:fé‘s:n the ;
is of little avail, while thofe who are moft worthy of lafting . ‘: contribute to our fuccefs. This is evident even in the humbleft
clteem, wantonly barter it for gratifications, contemptible in . E:: walks of life. That tradefman, other things equal, will always applied to ‘
themfelves, and fatally important in their efiects. : be moft profperous, who' is moft fair and equitable in his S ot "i

) . o | dealings. 'Which is moft likely to fucceed, he who never gives 3

;ﬁ:‘f :}:{;“;“;’s But to return to the comparifon between the efteem and expe@ations that he canniot fulfil, o who is perpetully - dit }

friends. affection -that accrue from virtue, and from any other plan of _ ; appointing his cuftomers ? he who is contented with a reafon-
condu@. The produce’ in the latter cafe muft always be in able profit, or who is ever upon the wiitch to outwit thofe with 1
a conﬁderable degree “barren, and of very fhort duration, whom he deals? he who puts one conftant price upon his com- ‘
'Whether the good name acquired by virtue be more or lefs, Mo ditié:s, or who - takes whatever he can get, favouring a fuf- !
virtue will appear in the end to be the only mode for its acqm-: picious cuftomer unreafonably,” and extorting with mercilefs *
fition. . He who merits the efteem of his neighbours and fellow avafice from an ealy Oneé—- in a word;. he who. wifh es to k eep ;, :
citizens, will at leaft be underftood by a few. Inflances might the"perfons with whom he is concerried in prefent good humoﬁr, '{
be adduced in whlch perfons mﬁlgated by the pureft’ motives or who would give them permanent fatisfaciion ? .- ;
have been eminently unpopular. But there is perhaps no in- , ' ' : ;
flance in which fuch men have not had a few friends of tried There is no doubt, that, though the former may-obtain by 'E
and zealous attachment. There is no fnendfhlp but this. No his artifices a momentafy fuccefs, the latter will in the fequel be
man was ever attached to an individual but for the good quali~ generally preferred.  Men are not fo blind to their own intereft ;
ties he aferibed to him ; 3 and the degree of attachment will as they have fometimes been reprefented and they will foon feel i
always bear fome’ proportion to ‘the eminence of the qual_ltles. the advantage of dealing with the perfon upon whom they can ,
Who would ever have redeemed the life of a knave at the ex- depend. We do not love to be perpefually upon .our guard :
pence of his own ? And how many inftances do thete occur of againit an enemy, and for ever prying into the tricks and fub- 1

fuch heroic friendfhip where the charaler was truly illuftrious 2
In

&

terfuges of a depraved heart,

»
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ROOK 1V,
CHAP. IX,
—
to cafcs that
depend upsn
patronage.

Apparcnt <X~

ceptionwhere

the depend-
cat is em-
ployed ai the
mftrument
of vice.

Virtue com-
pared with

other modes
of becoming
profpercus. i

'OF THE TENDENCY

But what fhall we fay to thofe cafes in which advancement
depends upon patroriage ? There are tivo circumflances under
this head which feem to form an’exception to the rule-above
delivered. The firflt ‘is that of a patron, whofe vicious. and
imperfe&t charalter renders the co-operation of vicious. men
neceffary to his purfuits, whom therefore he will be contented
to reward, even while he defpifes. The fecond is that of an
office, and it is to be feared fuch offices exift, ‘'which may

require a comphant and" corrupt ch'tm&er in the perfon who ix

to fill it, and for the obtaining of which vice:of a certain

fort is a neceffary recommendation,

Tt muft no doubt be admitted as to.this fubjet in general;
that, fo far as relates to fuccefs in the ‘world, vicious men will
often prove fortunate. ~ But it may reafonably be, queftioned,,
whether vice be in the firft inftance the moft. likely road to for-
tune. The candidates for- this equivocal fpecies of preferment
may be numerous. An individual cannot diftinguith himfelf in:

the crowd but by a portion of- ablhty, which it may well be-

fuppofed, would" not have been unfuccefsful in the career of
virfue. After all, not every candidate, not even. every {kilful

candidate, will be viGorious., There is.always a ﬁruggie in the-
breaft of the patron. between contempt: and. a. corrupt motive ;.

and, where there is firuggle, the decifion will fometimes be on.

‘the fide which the client leaft- defires. - Even - when. -fortune

feems to have overtaken him, his fitvation is flill: precarious..
Hxs fuccefs is founded upon a local and mutable bafis; his.

3 : - patron

-
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patron may defert him, may be deprived of his power or his
life; and the client, who, after having facrificed every principle
to his hopes of advantage, mifles his aim, oris cut fhort in his
career,-is in all cafes a fubjet of derifion. -A bad eminence is |
always unftable ; and, if we could fum up the numbers of thofe
who have facrificed their virtue to their ambition, we fhould
probably ' find that a great majority of them had egregioufly

mifcarried in their calculation,

In the mean time, if we turn to the other fide of the eftimate,
we fhall in the firft p]acc inevitably fufpect that efteem muft lead
to fome of the fruits of efteem. But, exclufively of this confi-

deration, if there be offices for which vice of a certain fort is a

neceffary qualification, there are alfo undoubtedly a multitude of

offices which cannot be 'x{r;ell-_ difcharged but by a man of inte-. -
grity. ‘The patron; though he would perhaps willingly provide:
for his pander or his. parafite at the expence of his country, will;
not be inclined to truft ﬁ-mhn_— of accommedating principles with
the fuperintendence.of his fortune or the education of his child.
With the exception of the two cafes that have been ftated, inte-
grity, as it is the firft qualification for difcharging a_function
with propriety, will always occupy a foremoft place in' the. re-
commendation ‘of the client. The employer, .whofe objett - is.
the real intereft of hlmfelf his friends or his country, will have
a powerful motive inducing him to prefer the honeft candldate..
Ability may be almoft equally requifite ; i)li_t ability and virtue,,
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if we fhould choofe to fuppofe that there is no neceffary alliance

between them, will at leaft by no perfon be thought exclufive of -

each other. .If a knave may.in fome cafes:obtain an employ-

ment of truft and real importance, it .is vehemently to be fuf-

pe&ed that this would not have happened, if an honeft man of °
equal ability had been at hand. Add 'to this that virtue is per--

petually gaining ground upon us. . The more it is tried, and the
more it is known, the more will it be refpetted.

man of real virtue, whofe charaéter is not brought into fufpicion

by-the equivocal nature’ of fome of his proceedings, whofe virtue |

confifts in benevolence, equanimity and juftice, that all ‘will have
recourfe, when they have the fuccefs of .the-affair in which they

are concerned deeply at heart. .

Nothing has tended more to bring honefty as an inftrument
of fuccefs into gencral difrepute, than the fort of complaint that is
frequently heard from fuch as are unfuccefsful. - ‘Théfe men will
naturally have recourfe to the moft fpecious topic of felf confo-
Iation, and there is none that more obvionfly fuggefis itfclf than
the fuppofition that they failed .through their too much virt_ue.
Thus the man of rugged temper who is perpetually infulting the
foibles of others, the timid man who is incapable of embracing at
once a perilous alternative, the fcrupulous man who knows not
what to admit or rejet and is always undetermined upon his
courfe of action, and a thoufand others, are forward to impute

their mifcarriage to their integrity, though fh-i&ly fpeaking it
was in every one of thefe cafes to be afcribed to their vices,

5 Thele
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~ 'There is another confideration which deferves to be thcn gg‘%‘( v,
), IX,

" into account in this eftimate. There is a degree of virtue which S——

. . . Concefiion,
would probably render me difinclined to fill many eminent fta-

tions, to be a great lawyer, a great fenator, or a great minifter,
The funltions of thefe fituations in the prefent ftate of inan:
kind are of {o equivocal a nature, that a man, whofc moral-
views are in the higheft degree fublime, will perhaps find'in

lnmfelf little forwardnefs to cxercife them, He will perhaps

conceive that in a private ftation, -unincumbered with- engage-

ments, unwarped by the finifter motives that high office will
not fail to prefent, he may render more lafting fervices to man-
Kind. Bat furely it is no very_forhlidable objection to fay, that
honefty will prevent a man from acquiring what he has no wifh
to acquire,

A cafe of fomewhat a different nature has been fugge&ed and - Cafe where
convenieut

it has been atked, “ Whether honefty be the beft road to fuccefs, vice bids fair
* for conceal-

where the violation of it bids fair for perpetual concealment 2. ment.

Fortune has led me to the nuhtary profeflion, I lack advance- -

ment, but promotions in the army are cuftomarily made by pur-

chafe, Thus circumftanced, I find by accident a fum of money, in-

fecreting which I am in little danger of detettion, and I apply this

fum to purchafe me a commiffion. Should I have more effeCtually

promoted my worldly fuccefs by a more fcrupulous condué

‘The anfwer to this queftion ought probably to be affirmative. Chanceofde.
teltion,

In
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In the firft place we are to confider the chance of detedtion,

The direét tendency of the laws of the material univerfe is fuch,’
as to force the more confiderable and mtereﬁmg adtions of hu-
man beings into publicity.” No man can render himfelf invifibley
The moft aitful confpirator cannot fufficiently provide againft a
thoufand petty circumf{tances, that will lead, if not to conviclion,
at leaft to prefumption againft him. Who is there that would
with to have faftened upon him the fufpicioﬁ of*a bafe and difin~
genuous procedure ! This feature in human affairs is fo remark-
able, as to have furnifhed topicé to the literary induftry of former
centuries, and to have been interpreted God’s revenge againft the
unjuft.  Suppofe that in this cafe I found the money dropped in
a field,
Will no human being Lave obferved that I was near the fpot at

Will the owner have no fufpicion where he loft it?

the queﬁmm‘ble period? The chances are certainly againft me, _

and a mere balance of chance would probably have been fuffi.
cient to prove that honefty is the beft pollcy. The bare circum-

ftance of my fuddenly pofleffing a fum of money without vi-

 fible means of acquiring it, a circumftance to which the attention-

of my neighbours is always fufficiently alive, would caft an un-
pleafant ftain- upon my chara&er. How often has the well con-
trived train of the politician, tnumphmg in the infcrutability of

his wifdom, been baflled by the moft trivial accidents? Since

“therefore, “ the race is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the’

firons,” the trueft wifdom is to act fo as to fear no detec=
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fame propoﬁtlon. The man, who depends upon his courage, I‘-d'l-v——-‘
ndoience :

his ability, or his amiable chara&er for recommendation, will

perpetually cultivate thefe. His conftancy will be unwearied ;:

and, confcious of the integrity of his means, his fpirit will be in-
‘trepid and ere€t. The progrefs of this man, if his ardour be
fufficiently great to infpire him with ability, and to fender him
quick fighted to the detection of his miftakes, will be inceflant.
But the man who has employed foul means, will dépend partly
upon them, and cannot be fo fervent.in the cultivation of the

true. If he always efcape deteftion, he will always fear it, and

appichea-

this will fully the clearnefs of his fpirit.  Vice cannot compare feastey

with virtue in-its tendency to individual happinefs, This is not

the fubje& we are confidering in this place; but thls will apply
to our fubject, Remorfe, uneafinefs and confuﬁon of mind aré
calculated to prevent me from perceiving the true point of pro-

_]e&mn in my affairs, and detra much from the probability of
my rifing to eminence in any profeflion,

Laftly, the man who has once yielded to a dlfhoneﬁ tempta—
tion, will yield to it again. He has loft the confiftency of cha-
rater and difdain of vice, which were his ﬁrmeﬁ fecurities, He
that fays, I will be difhoneft now, and diihone_h: no more,” for-

" gets fome of the moft obvious and chara&eriftic features of the

If he efcape fuijpic_ion in the ﬁrﬂ:'inﬁance, he will
3C - - only

human mind.

and depravit
the oﬁ'spnné
of vice,
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BOo% N only difgrace himfelf moté foully in the fecond : if the remorfe

‘——— and degradation of {pirit arifing from one bafe a&tion could pe--
rith, they would be fixed and invigorated by, other bafe actions
growing out of the firft - - 7 o
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