5 g St

L,

:

i




s

o o 1

SO PR TS

L i o LA

. ' .
. . R ' .
. . . . A .
' . , ‘. -
. B
A _ . :
. ] s .
] . ' re
! : . . .. . - : |
! - ' ! ‘ L -
v - ’ .
ot . . - v
. N . . .
. . " '
. - R . -
. . -
' .o
. - . ,
b " e .
! . ' E | .
3 H . A
' - . -
i . .
. . i , . N .
1 .
H .
' ] I .
r .
. { . L ' N
. 1 -+ . - '
» .
. . F N
N . i PN ca
i St T . 1 . ' .
“ -fl'-'ll-l‘ L 1 - * .
——
T ¥ . '
- . o .
» ' . .
o’ . e
. .
k- . . .
» . . : N .
hd B
' L] . . .
v
.
- . . - e
. . . [
" . o . ' . '
. ! 1 » * ‘.
, . .
1 ' ' . M . Wt N

O U

AR co o

=

PHTERRT

EASTIR T,

L

’-

A

AL

frt



15

< 1R Pate

B

)

-

o
. .
. .
. '
-
.
'
\
'
[
. ' .-
"o g
bl

g o e A e

 POLITI

Lt

v

.
N
.
¢
4
-
.
.
.
'
-

~
]
oo -
o
- W
- ¢

- . 2
e
-1

. .

«
.

¥

-
, -

o .
. 19
.
N W .
N I .
-
EEE
.
~
.
.
- R " .
.. .
e

..

. K 3
AT i

i

. . i

1 . 4

T
Ik

2/,

Crint

s )

. . - 2y
- * =
Vo CE . 4
- R " e
: 1

. . h - 4
. » +

AT

Pk

SFLES

s SRR

T

o

5




SNy NS S U DS o . USR0S B o

BN R Y T T Yok Far oA v 1

.

e e bk bk T At " i B By,
]
.

- - . . . 3
- i

; - : . CONCERNING . | :

e R - POLITICAL-JUSTIGE, =~
E‘ _ . e R . A - o ox - .
- L RIS G'ENERA'L'ir:ii%v{'i_s.A_ND-[ﬁAP.PINEs_'S;. R o
. - | I .. - ‘ ’ . . - s y ) o S . _::__i.r;_._:‘_:‘-.__;.‘_1:;.‘“‘_‘#;,; N A . . .
: I ST R .+ _IN TWO VOLUMES. _ ~ -
. . . ) ‘. _- ) - - ._ . - - ‘ | ‘. . -1 - | . . --' VO L': I._‘ -' “ L .:'
- PR ‘ _ S - E pig_lﬁ'fsn FOR G, GJ AHD ] ﬁbﬁtnﬁd»ﬁJrh‘lzﬁﬁds_‘;‘éi’:.hfi!\f.-'-:.'.
. | _ _ - : - L : o | A_!.D@:_c.xcnit._-'_'_._:"‘_,:'V_‘"‘:" : '




Aot st s i - . i e R S i kR
PREFACE o
E W w01ks of 11teratule are held in greater. | o
e{hmatlon than thofe wlnch treat in a me- o
) ) ] thod1cal and elementary way of .the pr1nc1ples of
. fc;enee.. But the human mmd in every enhght-
. erled age is progreﬁive and the beft elementary
treat1fes after a certatn tlme are reduced in . thelr
_ value by the 0pe1at10n of fubfequent dlfcoverles.
P _- Hence it, has always b’éé'n deﬁred by candld en- ]
i ' qun’e_:l{s“ that plecedmg works of thls kmd {hould S
' ) :frptn time ' to tlme be fuperfeded and that other | El
A. | Ploeluﬁhone Incllldll]g the larger v1ews that have
. . {lt;ee o{fered thelnfelves, lh_qu_ld be fubﬁltuted 111 i
) It would be Ihange 1f fomethmcr of thls kmd'
I ) wele ‘not deﬁlal)le in. polmcs after the great’: )
) change that- has - been ploduced n’ mens ‘minds o j
o | __u3913 _tl‘llS ftthe& ‘and: the’ light - ‘that lns been . N
. " ) ‘ o SR ' thlown | R
1 v
[ '
4
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% thrown upon it by the recent difcuffions of Amie- Ano%her- argument in favour' of the utlhty eE

rica and France. A’ fenfe’of the value of fuch ‘a’ fuch a work was ﬁ'equently in”the author’§ mind, '

s work, if properly executed was the motive which and’ therefore ought “to be -mentioned. He con~

"

gave birth to thefe volumes. Of their- executlon ceived’ polmcs to be the proper-vehicle of a libe--

| . the reader muﬁ Jll dge. S ral morality. ‘That defeription-of - ethics- deferves '

! _ | , - to-be held in flight, eftimation, which feeks- only'

ki

Authots who h'we formed “the: deﬁgn of fuPer- to: 1egulate our: condu& in art1cles of partlcular |

i “and ‘perfonal concern, inftead of exciting our atten~

i | fedmg the works ' of ‘their predeceﬁors, will” 'be P X . ) S llg ur atten-

i fsind, if they were m any degree eq{]al to the Jon _ tion to't 1€ genera ‘good: of -t 1e pecies, It ap-' . _

: . 1y fo'h col’lc&e i the featter ve d peared fuﬁ’imently pxa&mable to ‘make-of - fuch a ‘ P

i3 : _ ﬁgn not’ mere y to 1ave

| IR A th . had b pro dice d upon the __ treatlfe, excluﬁvely of ‘its dire@ polmcal ufe; an

_ informa ion a '

E \ | fubje& but to have mcreafe ot the faence with the advantageous Vehlcle of moral ‘improvement. He_

) : et oo medltatxons In e follox';?iﬁg was accordmgly defir ous of producmg a work; from '

‘ rut o e {11 occali all ‘be found whlch the perufal of: Whlch no man ={hou1d ‘rife thhous |

LI .. occafion e

WOfk prmc1ples ‘f"‘ 2 Sstuicni | bemg ﬁrengthened in-habits. of ﬁncenty, forutude

i ' it will not be juft’ o reJe& w1thout exammatwn, o and uﬂ;lce | . T

ﬁ . Cs ' merely becaufe they are new;""It was 1mpoﬂible o J "

k o | eflet upon fo rohﬁcafmence, - H LT e e

g - Perfevermgly to refl P P ' Havmg ﬁated the conﬁderanons in whlch the

and a fcience . which may be fa1d to be yet in its

§ beiig led mto wa . of thlnklng _ woxk ongmated it-is proper to mention a few cir-

" 1 . e sy

- mfancy, thhout elng y | cumﬂ;ances of the outline of its hzi’tory. ‘The fen- -

4 uncommon. :

! - _that were in fome degree - R timents it ‘contains are by no means. the fuggeﬁlons

- ’ . FERT R - of a fudden effervefcence of fancy Pohtxcal en-

L _ “Another g o

;I' B - L E quiry |

i :

4 |

g HE

4 S

- ] ¥ , B - — : - J

B o R D R R T T R T R R S R A T L R S B R AR AR s ST arcan e iy oy o g S ZE i s S e SRR e S R R . S e




e B 73, T P
3 - Ll T e T R S SIS SR

.

B O e R L M T T T R AR T

SFRTT,

Rt ke A

RS R

e e e et e A n e - s tre S SR o

S T Fa e e R e et Ve Lo L

B T TS LR A

vii P RETFA CE

quiry had long held a foremoft place in the writer’s:
attention.

came fatisfied, that monarchy was a fpecies of go-
vernment unavoidably corrupt. He owed this con-
vi&ion to the political writings of Swift and to a
perufal of the Latin hiftorians. Nearly at the

. fame time he derived gredt additional inftruftion.

from reading the' moft conﬁderable French writers'

upon the nature of man in the following order,
Syfteme de la Nature, Rou{feau and Helvetius.. Long,
before he thought of the plefent work, he had fa~
miliarifed to his mind the arguments it contairs on
juftice, grantude, rlghts of man; promifes, oaths
and the omnipetence of truth. Dolitical com-=
plexity is one of the errors that take firongeft hold'
on the underflanding; and it was only by ideas
fuugeﬁed by the French revolutlon, that he was
reconciled. to- the defirablenefs of a govemment
of the fimpleft conftruttion. ‘To the fame event he

owes the determmatlon of mind which.gave ex1ﬁ-

ence'to this work.

S o o Such.

e T IE mtuemdt s e o
..\‘-::.: Y Sk R A TR T e A ART L A e el w R Lt T .. . . o "
ST e i et et T T e T AR e v B, M e P TP
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It is now twelve. ‘years fince he be-"

- months, -

to undertake the prefent treatife. - The dire& ex-
ecution’ may ‘be difmiffed in a few words. -
prOJe&ed in the’ month of May 1791 : the: com-
pofition was -begun. in-‘the - following September,
‘and -l’lasf.;therefore ‘occupied avﬁ;éce: of fixteen'
This'period: was devoted to the purpofe
with unremitted ardour. - It were to be withed it
had -been - longer ;ibut - ‘it “feemed: as- if no - con~
tempnble part of the utlhty of the work depended
“upon its early appearance.

.Uf 'Vi.‘.' Pt o) .
- R ER A \ I T T . et R

P, I

v "The: prihtiﬁg K Jof ¢ tii'é | foild{{iiﬁ&“ tr’éatif‘e"‘ “as

fame prmcxple a deﬁre to recon(:lle a’certain'de-
gree of dlfpatch with:’ ‘the - neceﬂ'ary delxberauon.
_Thé printiiig was for that reafon’ commenced long
before the .compoﬁtl_on was finifhed. Some difY
advantages have arifen from- this - cilcumﬁance; |
The ideas of the author became more perfplcuous
-and digeﬁed -ds " his enqumes aavanced The'

longer hé:confidéred ithé; fubJeEI: the mOré accus:

o b rately -

PR ETFACE o

- Such was the preparatlon which encouraged him:

It was _
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This circum-

< P

yately he feemed to: undexftand. it.
ftance has led him-into:a few: contraduftlons. The
principal:of thefe confifts ifiian occaﬁonal inaccu=’
racy of. 1anguage parncularly 1in-theifirft book; re

fpefting the word government. ;- He did not enter

“upon’ the;work, wﬂ:hout bemg aware that govem- .

ment by its very nature countérats’ e improve-
ment of -individual mind but hé underftood ‘the
full' meaning: of. thls'-propoﬁtlon more: completely
as he. proceeded -and faw ‘more diftintly into the

nature of the remedy. This, and a few other de<
fe&s, under a different ; mode of preparation would
have ~been avoided. ;- The candid: reader ; will
make a’ fu1table allowance. The author. Judges,
upon a rev1ew,'that thefe defe&s are: fuchr as not
materially. to injure -the. ob_]e& of; the work and
that more has been gamed than loft by the con-*

dutt he. has pulfued

ag ™
__. __--_.-._. .-,.-.---,

The penod in whlch the work makes its ap-e‘

pearance 1s ﬁngular.

i e S T T e e

The people of England‘

" have-afliduoufly béen ‘excited to.declare theéir Joy-
5 ° : S ) alty, _

P.R: E.F AT C° E Xi

al’t:y, and’to-mark .every man as‘obnoxious who is
not ready toifign ihe Shibboleth of the conftitii~
tion, = Money is raifed by voluntary: fubfcription’
to defray the expence of profeeﬁting men who fhall

dare to promulgate heretical:opinions, and ths to.

opprefs them:at once with tlie enmity: 6f: govern-:

ment and of individuals. ‘This was an accident

wholly. ‘unforefeen when the ‘work - was':under--

taken ;. and it will fcarcely, be fupp'ofed that: fuchi
an’ accident’ could produce ‘any alteratlon in the:
writer’s. deﬁgns. . Every-man,. if we may-beheve
the voice- of'; { rymour,:-is; to:-be: profecuted who

{hall appeal to the people by...the -publication-of
any unconftitutional papér or pamphlet ; and it i

. added, that mefi are to be profecuted for any, un-

guarded- “words ;- that; rha'y*- : be .idropped . in. zthe'

waxmth of conver{'auon and- debate.-e- 1t is now to-

be- tried’ whether, in addmon to: *hefe alarming en*

croachments -upon ;ouf: hbelty, a book :1sito fall

under the arm of the- c1v1l power, which, beﬁde
the advantage of having for,one of its exprefs ob=-

Je&s the dlﬂ'uadmg from all tumult and violence,

s ‘ bz - 1§ -
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is by its very nature an appeal to men of {tudy and.
reflexion. ~ It is to be tued whether a project. is
formed for. fuppreﬁing the altivity of mind, and’
putting an-end to the: dlfqulﬁtlons -of -{cience.
Refpeéting the event in a- perfonal view: the author:
has formed his refolutlon.. Whatever condu& his
countrymen may purfue, they will not be able to".
fhake his tranquillity. - The duty “heiis: moft
bound - to dxfcharge is the: a{’ﬁﬁmg the progrefs of

truth ;i and: 1f he fuffer in any refpett for fuch 2 -

proceedmg, there’ ‘18 celtamly no viciffitude that
can-befal-him, that can’ ever brmg along with” 1t al

more fatlsfa&ory confolatlon. SE

L Y

But ‘exclufively. of this - precanous and umm-
portant conﬁderatlon, 1t'1s the fortune’of the pre-
fent work to appear before a public that is pamc

firuck; and: 1rnpreiTed with the moft' dreadful ap~

prehenﬁons of ‘fuch. do&rlnes as’ are- here deh-
vered. . All- the prejudmes of the human ‘mind
are in" arms - agam{t it:” This: c1rcumﬂance may
appear to be of greater importance than the other.
o | ] Lok ' ~_ 'But

i k¢ e s =S

B S R U SR SR A S R TR
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But it is the property of truth to be fearlefs, and
to prove viftorious over.every atdveffary.- It re~ -

quires no great degree of fortitude, to look with

indifference upon the falfe fire of the moment,

and to forefee the calm period’ of reafon which
will fucceed. . |

JavuARY 7, 1793:
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cerning pohtlcal m[htutmn, relates to the importance of \—y

: The fubjedt
the ’t()plc which is made the fub]e& of enquiry. All men'will propofed.
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grant that the happinefs of the human fpecies is the moft defir-
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INTRODUCTION.

ggg% } to thofe which are preeanous and tranﬁtory The methods.

‘~——— which may be propofed for the attamment of this obje, are

S)'ﬂem of in- .

diifercnce &,

of pafiive
obedience:.

of Bberty..

various. If it could be proved that a found pohtlcal inftitution
awas of all others the moft powerful engine for promoting indi-
vidual good, or on the other hand that an erroneous and_corrupt
government was the moft formidable adverfary to the improve-
ment of the fpe(:ies, it would follow that politics was. the firft

" and moft important fub_;e& of human inveftigation.:

The opinions of mankind in- this refpect have been divided.
By one fet of men it is affirmed, that the- different degrees of
excellence afcribed to dlﬁ'e1ent forms of government are rather
imaginary than real ; that in the great ob_]e&s of fuperintendance.

no government will- eminently fail ; and that it is neither the

’ duty nor the wifdom: of an honeft and 1ndu{tnous 1nd1v1dual to-

“bufy himfelf with conccrns fo forelgn to the {phere of his in-.
duftry. A. fecond clafs, in adopting the fime principles, have

given to thema dxﬁ'erent turn.- Believing that all governments

are nearly -equal’ in their- merit, they have regarded anarchy as.
the only political mifchief that deferved to excite alarm, and have
been the zealous and undiftinguifhing adverfaries of all inno-
vation, Neither of thefe claffes has of courfe been inclined; -
to afcribe to the [cience and pla&lce of POlltICS a pre-eminence:

over every other.

. But the advocates, of what is termed political liberty have al-.

2. ' . ways.

oty mTd
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" INTRODUCTION
ways been numerous. They have placed this liberty principally
in two articles ; the fecunty of our perfons, and the fecurity of
our property. They have perceived that thefe obje@s could not
be effe@ted but by the impartial adminiftration of general laws,
and the invefting in the people at large a certain power fufli-.
cient to- give permanence to thxs adlmm[’cratxon. ‘They have.
pleaded, fome for a lefs and fome for a greater degree of equa-.
lity among the members of the commumty, and they have,
confidered this equality as mfnnged or endanbered by enormous.
taxation, and the prerogatives and prmleges of monarchs and

anﬁoerat;eal bodies.

But wlule they 'have been thus exten{' ve in the obJe& of their
ed with’ the two ‘former clafles

in regardmg pohtlcs as an obje& of fubordmate 1mportauce, and

-only in a remote degree connected Wlth moral lmprovement.

They have been prompted in their exertions rather by a quick’
fenfe of _]u[hcc and difdain of oppreffion, than by a confcioufnefs
of the intimate conne&mn of the different parts- of the focial

3

BCOX I
CHAP. I.
——t

fyﬁem, whether as it relates to the mtercourfe of individuals, or -

- to the maxims and inftitutes of ftates and nations *,

" It may- however be reafonable to confider whether the fcience

of pohncs be not of fomewhat greater value than afry of thefe

* Thefe'remarl\s will apply to the Englith writers upon politics in general,

~ from Sydney and Locke to the author of the Rights of Man. The more com-

prehenﬁ\e view has heen pcrfptcuouﬂy treated by Roufleau and Helvetius,
oo - Ba reafoners

‘Syftem of k-
berty extends
ed.
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BOOK I reafoners have been inclined to fufpe& It may fairly be ‘quef--

Mo’ tioned, whether govemment be not ftill more confiderable in its- c H A P I
' incidental cfle@s, than in thofe intended to be produced. - Vlce, | o ™

for example, depends for its exiftence upon the exiftence of B T
HISTORY OF POLITICAL.SOCIETY..
temptation. May not a good government ftrongly “tend to- ex-- SR _ B A .

and bad one to increafe the mafs of tem tatlon? ‘Again;: . ' ' S C : _—
tirpate, af 4 he exift Pf i’l ’ I-‘REQ!IENCY OF WAR—AMONG THE . ANCIENTS——-AMONG! ‘
ice depends for its exiftence upon the exi ence of error.. May. :
vice dep P y * THE MODERNS—-—THI: FRBNCH—-—-THB ENGLISIL—CAUSES.
not a good government by t'lkmg away all reftraints upon the- -
01-' WAR.——-PENAL LAWS.—-—-DESPOTISM.—-—DEDUCTION.

enquiring mind ha{ten, and a’bad one by ‘its patronage of ‘error- .
- ENUMERATION OF. ARGUMENTS. ,

‘procraftinate the difcovery_ and" eﬁabhfhment of -truth?: Let-us” .

confider the fubje in this point of v1ew. If it'can be'proved. HILE'we -'enquii‘e whet]i'er g'ovefnmént'-ié “capable "of ROK ..

. - .o - ) . . . - ‘e ; " CHAP- II- -

that- the {cience. of pohtics is- thus unhrmted in 1ts 1mportance,- -improvement, we thall ‘do ‘well‘to confider its prefent <___~ .
- o . . . . PR U £ .
., the advocates of hbeﬂY “"“ have gamed an addmonal recom- - effes; It is- an old obfer\r'ltlon, that .the -hiftory ‘of mankind war:. :

- mend'ltlon, and its adnurers wﬂl be mc1ted w1th the greater‘ is littlé elfé than the hlﬂory of* crimes, \V&r-ﬁas hitherto been

eagernefs to the. mveﬁlganon of its PHHCIPIGSt S confidered *as the mfeparable ally of’ pohtlcal inflitution; Tﬁo amO;’g the - - l

earliéft records of ‘time are ‘the’ annals of ¢ conquerors “and heroes, éumm.
a Bacchus, a’ Sefoﬁrzs, a’ Semn‘amxs and a Cyrus. "Thefe | prmces

léd millions of men under their -ftanddrd, and” ravaged inAume-

rable provinces: . A finall number only of theit forces ever re- -
turned to their ‘native - homes, the ‘_reﬁ'having: périfhed of difs -
eafes, hardfhips and ‘mifery. 'The evils- they inflicted; and’ the
mort'alify introditced in' the éountfiés-'againﬁ which their expe- -

ditions were direfted, were certainly not lefs fevere than thole -

which' theit countrymen’ fufféred:” N6 fooner does hiftory he- -
come Tiore precnfe, than we are plefented with - the four great - 5
monarchles, that. is, | Wlth four fuccefsful projels, by means of = o .

1 | -' - CHAP: *’ _ : . _blc:oclfhed_:.3
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HISTORY OF

bloodfhed, violence and murder, of enflaving mankind, The
expeditions of Cambyles againft Egypt, of Darius againft the
Scythians, and of Xerxes againft the (;rreeLs, feem almoft to fet
credibility at deﬁ‘mce by the fatal confequences with which they
were attended. 'The conque{ls of Alexander coft jhnumerable
lives, and the immortality of Ca:far is computed to have been
purf'hafed by the death of ‘one-million two hundred thoufand
men. Indeed the Romans, by the long duration of their wars,

~and their inflexible adherence to their purpofe, are to be ranLed

among the foremoft defiroyers of the human fpemes. Thelr

wars in Ttaly endured for-more than four hundred. years, and

their conteft for fupremacy with the quthagmlans two hundred. |

'The Mithridatic war began with a maffacre of one hundrgd and
fifty thoufand Romans, and in three ﬁngle aQions of the war
five hundred thoufand men wwere loft by the eaffern -monarch.
Sylla, his ferocious conqueror, next turned his' arms againft his
country, and the ﬁruggle between him and Marius was attended
with profcnptmns, butchenes and murders ‘that knew no. re=
ftraint from mercy and humanity. The Romans, at length,

fuffered the penalty of their iniquitous deeds; and the world was

- vexed for threé hundled years by the n-ruptlons of Goths, Van-
- dals, Oﬁrogoths, Huns, and mnumerable hordes of barbarlans. -

1 forbear . to detail the vx&onous progrefs : of Mahomet. and
the plous expeditions of Charlemagne. . 1 witl not enumerate

the crufades againft the mﬁdels, the e\plmts of Aurungzebe,
| : - Gen-

——T
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POLITICAL SOCIETY. 3

Gengifkan and Tamerlane, or the extenfive murders of the ggg} =
Spaniards in the new world. Let us examine the civilized and “~——
favoured quarter, of Europe, or even thofe countries of Europe:

which are thought moft enlightened.

France was wafted by fucceflive battles l}hring a whole cen- .the Freach i
tury, for the ‘queftion ‘of the Salic law, and the claim. of the
Plantagenets. Scarcely was this conteft terminated, before the
religious wars broke out, fome idea of which we may form from
the fiege of Rochelle, where of fifteen thoufand perl'ons fhut up.
eleven thoufand perithed of hunger and mifery ; and from the-
maffacre of Saint Bartholomew, in which the numbers affaffinated
were forty thoufand., ~ This quarrel was appeafed by Henry the
fourth, and fucceeded by the thuty years war in Germany for
fupenornty with ‘the houfe of Aufiria, and afterwards by -the
mlhta:y tranfactions of Louis the fourteenth.-

‘In England the war- of Creﬂ'y and. Agincourt only gave place the Enghfh.

to the civil war of York and Lancafter, and again after an in-

terval to the war of Charles the firlk and his parliament.” - No

fooner was the conflitution: fettled by the revolution, than we
were engaged in- a wide ficld of continental warfare by king:

William, the duke of Marlborough Mana Thercfa and. the

_kmg of Pruffia,

And what are in.moft cafes the- pretexts upon whicli war-is Caufes-of
Warls
under- . -
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" HISTORY .OF-

uidertaken 3 What rational mian could poffibly have given him-
felf the leaft difturbance for the fake of choofing whether Henry
the fixth or Edward the fourth fhould have the ftyle of king of
England? What Englifhman could reafonably have drawn his
fivord for the purpofe of rendering his country an. inferior de-

pendency of France, as it muft neceﬂ'anly have been if the am-

‘bition of the Phntagenetb had fucceedcd? \Vhat can be more

deplorable than- to- fee us ﬁrl’c eng'\ge e;ght ye'u's m war rather
than fuﬁ'er the haughty Mana Therefa to lwe “with 2. dummfhcd
foverelgnty or in a private ftation ; 3 and theu eight years more

o fupport the free-booter who - h'xd taken advantage of her

he]pleﬁ. condition ?

"The ufual caufes of -war- are excellently- deferibed by Swift.
« §ometimes the quarrel between two princes is to decide which
of them fhall difpoffefs a third of his dominions, where -neither
‘of them prctends to -any right. - ‘Sometimes one prince quarrels
with another, for fear the other fhould. quarrel with him.
Sometimes a war is entered upon becaufe - the enemy “is 't00
firong ; and fometimes becaufe he is too weak. . Sometimes our
nelf*rhboms want the thmgs which we have, or have the things
vant 3 and we both-fight, till thcy take ours, or gwe
us theirs. | Itis a very _]uﬂlﬁable caufe of war to mvadc acountry
1fter the people have been wafted by famine, - deﬁroyed by pef-
tilence, or embroxled by factions among the'nfelves. It is jufti-
fiable to enter. into a war agam{‘t our neareft a]ly, when one of

Jiis towns lies convcment for .us, 01 a tcrntmy of . ]and that
; : .  would

'order and peace’ of focxety, is puthment.
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would render our dominions round and compa&. If a prince
fends forces into” a nation where the people are poor and igno-
rant, he ‘may lawfully put the half of them to death, and make
flaves of the reft, in'order to civilize and reduce them from their

barbarous way of living, It is a very kmgly, honourable and

frequent practice, when - one piince ‘defires the affiftance of an-
other. to fecure him agaln{t an mvaﬁon, that the affiftant, when
he “has " driven out the mvader, fhould felze onthe domuuons

himfelf, and Lill, 1mpnfon or bamfh ‘the pnnce he came to re-'
lieve ¥,” '

-

If we turn from the forelgn tmnfa&xons of ﬁatcs with each

other, to the prmcxp]es of their’ domefhc pollcy, we fhall not-

find much greater redfon to be fatisfied. A numerous clafs of

mankind are held down in a ftate of abjet pépur}" and are con~

tinually prompted by dlfappomtment and diftrefs to' commit

_violence upon their more fortunate nexghbours. The only mode

whlch is’ employed to reprefs this v1olence, and to mamtam “the

\Vhlps, axes and
glbbets, dungeons, chams and racks are the moft approved and

eﬁabh_f_hed ‘methods of _perfuz;dlpg men to obedience, and l_m-_'

prefling upon their minds the leffons of feafon. Hundreds of

 vi€tims are annmlly f'zcnﬁced at the fhrme of poﬁtwe law and

polmcal 1n{’c1tuuon. '

* Gulliver's Travels, Part IV. Ch. .

. C

9

BOOK T.
CHAP, II.
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Defpotifm.

Deduion.

to be confidered as trivial,

HISTORY OF

Add to this the fpecies of government which. prevails over
nine tenths of the globe, which is defpotifm: a government, as
Mr. Locke juftly obferves, altogether * vile and miferable,” and

“ more to be deprecated than anarchy itfelf *.”

This account of the hif’cofjr and ftate of man is not a decla-
matlon, but an appeal to fadts. He that confiders it cannot
poﬁibly regard POhthﬂl difquifition as a trifle, and government
as a neutral and unimportant concern. I by no means call upon.
the reader implicitly to admit that thefe evils are capable of re=,

medy, and that wars, executions and defpotifm can be extir-

pated out of the world. But I'call upon him to confider whe-

1 would have him feel that cwll

policy is a topic upon whlch the fevereft 1n\'e{hgat10n may.

ther they may be remedied.

I'mdably be employed

If govermnent be a fll[)]ﬁ& which, hke mathematlcs, natural

* Lockeon Govemment, Book I Ch. i.§. 13 andBooL 1L Ch vil. §. 91., The

words in the laft placc are : ¢ Wherever any two men are, who have no ftand- .

mg rule and common judge to appeal to on earth for the deter:nmatlon of con-

. troverfies of right betwixt thcm, there they are ftill in 78 ﬂarc o mm.rre, and

under all the inconveniences of .it, with only this woeful difference to the fub-

je&t, &c. .
Moft of the above argumcnts may be found much more at largc in Burke's

'delcatlon of Natural Socicty ; a treahfe, in which the evils of the exlﬂmg

political inftitutions are difplayed with incomparable force of reafonmg and luftre

- of eloquence, while the intention of the author was to {hew that thefe cvils were

4 : o phdofophy

. -
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POLITICAL SOCIETY.

philofophy and morals, admits of argument and demonftration,
then may we realonably hope that men fhall fome time or other
agree refpeQing it. If it comprehend “every thing that is moft
1mportant and interefting to  man, it is probable that, when the
theory is greatly advanced, the pralice will not be wholly neg-
leted. Men may one day feel that the)',r are partakers of a

common nature, and that true freedom and perfe&t equity, like

- food and air, are pregnant with benefit to every conflitution.

If there be the fainteft hope that this fhall be thie final fefult,
then certainly no fubject can infpire to a found mind fuch ge-
nerous enthufiafin, fuch enlightened atdour and fuch invincible

perfeverance.

The plobablhty of thlS 1mprovement will be fuﬂimently efta-

'bhihed if we conﬁder, FIRST, that the moral chara&els of men

are the refult of their perceptions: and, SECONDLY, that of all

Il

BOOK 1.
CHAP, 11,
()

Enumeration
ofargument,

the modes of operating upon mind government is the moft con- -

fiderable. In addition to thefe arguments it will be “found,

THIRDLY, that the good and ill effeéts of political inflitution -

are not lefs confpicuous in detail than in principle ; and,
FOURTHLY, that pér\fe&ibility is one of. the moﬁ unequivocal
charaeriftics of the human fpecies, fo that the political, as well
as the intellectual flate of man, may be prefumed to' be in a

-courfe of progreﬁive 1mprovemcnt.

T
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CHAP, IIL
s

No innate
principles.

THF MORAL CHARACTERS OF MEN

CHAP 1L

THI‘. NIORAL CHARACTLRS OF ME\I ORIGINATE IN
THEIR PERCEPTIONS. ‘

NO INNATE PRINCIPLES.—OBJECTIONS TO THIS ASSERTION

. ~~FROM THE EARLY ACTIONS OF- INFANTS—FROM THE
DESIRE OF SELF-PRESERVATION-—FROM: SELF-LOVE—
FROM PITY—FROM TI’!IE' VICES OF ‘CHILDREN;—TiRAN-NY
—SULLENNESS,—CONCLUSION. -

E bring into the world with us no innate  principles’
confequently we are neither virtuous nor vicious as we

£rft come into exiftence. - No truth can be more evxdcnt than

- this, to any man who will 'yicld the fubjet an lmpartlal con-

fideration. . Every principle is a propofition. Every propoﬁtlon
confifts in the conneétion of at leaft two diftint 1deas, which are
affirmed to agree or difagree with each other. ~ If therefore the

pnnclples be innate, the ideas muft be fo too. " But nothlng can

be more 1ncontrovemble, than that we do not brmg pre—eﬂab--

Jl[hed ideas into-the world w1th us.

Let the innate principle be, tliat virtue i a rule to which we
are obliged to conform. Here are three great and leading ideas,
not to mention fubordinate ones, -which it is neceffary to form,

‘before we can fo much as underftand the propofition.

'I_‘he-

the obliger and the fanéion, the penalty and the reward.

ORICINATE IN THEIR PERCEPTIONS.

What is virtue ? : Previoufly to our forming an idea correfpond-
ing to-this general term, it feems neceffary that we fhould have
obferved the feveral features by which virtue is diftinguithed, and
the - feveral - fubordinate articles’ of -right conduét, that taken
together, -co_nﬁitu_;é that mafs _of pratical judgments to which
we give the denomination of virtue. Virtue may perhaps be
defined, that fpecies of operations of an intellig.e-nt being, which

13
BOOK 1.

CHAP. 115,

k—\'—.)

conduces to the bénefit of intelligent beings in general, and is pro- -

‘duiced by adefire of that benefit.. But taking for granted the uni-
verfal admiflion of this definition, and this is-no very defenfible

affumption, how widely have people of different ages and countries
difagreed in the applicationof this general conception to particulars?
a difagréement by no means compadble with the fuppofition. that

the fentiment is_itfelf innate,- :

The next innate idea 2 included in the above propoﬁtlon, is that

‘of a rule or ftandard, a ‘genérical’ meafure with which individuals

‘are to be compared and - their conformxty or dlfagreement with

whxeh is to determme their value.
" Laftiy, there is the idéa of obligation, its nature 'and fource,

-Who is there iri':thé'prefent fate of fcientifical improvement,

that will believe that” this vaft chain of perceptmns and notions is

fumethmg

Gt e A e B A O SO
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BOOK L
CHAP. III.
e e

Ohjc&mns to
this affertion:
from the early
altions of in-
fants:

THE MORAL CHARACTERS OF MEN.

fomething that we bring-into the world with us, a myftical
magazine, fhut up in the human embryo, whofe treafures are to
be gradually unfolded as circumftances thall require? Who does
not perceive that they are regularly generated in the mind b)f a
feries” of 1mpreﬂions, and dlgeﬂ:ed -and arranged by -aflociation

.-

and reflexion? ‘
Experience has by many been fuppofed adver{e to thefe rea-
fonings: but it will upon examination be found to be perfedtly
in h'u'mony with them. ‘The child at the moment of his birth is
totally unprovlded with ideas, except fuch as his mode of exift-
ence in the womb may have fupplied.  His firft impreflions “are.

thofe of pleafure and pain. But he has no forefight of the ten-
dency of any action to obtain either the one or thie other, pre-

vioufly to experience.

‘A certain jrritation of the palm of the hand will produce that -

contraction of the fingers, which accompanies the aCtion of grafp-
ing. This contra@ion will at firft be unaccompanied with deﬁgn,
the object will be grafped without any intention to retain it, and let

_ go again without thought or obfervation. After a certain number

of repetitions, the nature of the ation will be percewed it will
be performed with a confcioufnefs of its tendency ; and even the.
hand ftretched out upon the approach of any obje& that is de-
fired. Prefent to the child, thus far inftru&ed, a lighted candle,

The ﬁght of it will produce a pleafurable ftate of the organs of
perception.

R )

PRI RSN oy, .

ORIGINATE‘_IN THEIR PERCEPTIONS.

perception. He will ftretch out his hand to the flame, and will
have no apprehenfion of the pain-of burning till he has felt the

fenfation.

At the age of maturity, the eyelids inftantancoufly clofe, when
any fubftance, from which danger is apprehended, is advanced
towards them ; and this aGion is fo fpontancous, as to be ‘with
great difficulty prevented by a grown. perfon, though ‘he fhould .
explicitly defire it. ~In infants there is no fuch propenfity ; and
an objek may.be approached to their organs, however near and
however fuddenly, without produeing this cﬁ'e& | Frowns will
be totally indifferent to a chlld who has never found them aflo
ciated with the eflects of anger.

ﬁfrht ; and in no cafe emﬁs tlll mtroduced by experience.

It has been fald that the defire of felf-prefervauon isinnate. I
demand iwhat is meant by this dcﬁre ? Mui‘c we not underﬂaﬁd
by it, a preference of emﬁence to non-em{’cence? ‘Do we prefer
any thing but becauie it is apprehended to be good? It follows,
that we cannot prefer exiftence, prevxouﬂy to our experience of
Indeed the 1deas of life

and death are exceedmgly comphcated and very tardy in their

the motives for preference it pofleffes. -

formatmn. . A child deﬁreq pleafure and Ioathes pain, long | beforc

he can have any lm'zgmatlon refpe&mg the ceaﬁng to emft
Again, it Tias been faid; that- felf-love is innate.

cannot be-an error more eafy of,deteCtion,

s
BOOK I
CHAP. 111,

. Fear 1tfelf isa fpecws of fore- .

from the de-
fire of felf-
prefervation:

. 'But' there fromfelfloves
By the love of
felf

-
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16 THE MORAL CHARACTERS OF MEN*
BOOK L foif we underfland the ‘approbation of -pleafure, and diflike of

CHAP. I11.
—=—" pain: but this is only the faculty of percepnon.imder another’

name. Who ever denied that man was a percipient being?.
Who ever dreamed that there was a partlcular inftinét neccﬂary

to render him percipient ?

I’lty has fometimes been fuppofed an mﬁance of innate prin~

- ciple; particularly as it ‘feems to- arife inoré mﬁmtaneouﬂy in’

from pity:

young perfons,” and perfons of little refinement, than in othcrs.
But it was reafonable to e:».pe& ‘that threats and anger, circum-
ﬁances that have been affociated with our own fuﬁ'eungs, {hould.
excite pamful feelmgs in us in the: cafe 'of others, mdependently
of any laboured’ analyﬁs. 'The cries of diftrefs,’ the appearance
of agony or corporal -infliction, 1rreﬂ[hbly revive the memory of
the p:uns accompamed by thofe fymptoms in ourfelves. Longer
e‘cperlence and obfervatlon enable us to feparatc the calammes of
| others and our own fafety, “the ex1{’tence of pam m one fub_]e&
and of pleafure or beneﬁt 'in others, or m the fame at a future
. penod more accurately than we could be expe&ed to do prc-

wouﬂy to that expenence.

Such then is umverl'ally the fubje& of human mfhtutlou and
educatton. "We brmg nelthcr virtue nor vice thh us at our
éntrance into the world, But the feeds of error are ordmanly -

-_ fown fo ea_rly_as to pafs with fuperficial obfexvers for innate. .

. Our

from the vices
of children :
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ORIGINATE IN THEIR PERCEPTIONS.

fenfation of pain. Infants early perceive the affiftance they
obtain from the volition .of others ; and they have at firft no
means of inviting that affiftance but by an inarticulate’cry. In
this neutral and innocent cu'cumftance, combined with the folly
and imbecility of. parents and nurfes, we are prefented with the
firt occaﬁon of vice. Affiftance is neceflary, conducive to the
exiftence, the health and the mental fanity of the infant. Em-
pire .in’ the infant over thofe who prote@ him is unneceffary,
If we do not withhold our affiftance precifely at the moment
when it ceafes to be requifite, if our compliance or our refufal
be not 'in every cafe irrevocable, if we grant any thing to im-
patience, importunity or obftinacy, {rotn that moment we be-
come parties in the intelle€tual murder of our offspztng. |
" tn this cttfe we inftil into thém the vices of a'tyrant; but we
are in equal danger of teaching them the vices of a flave. It is
ot till very late that mankind acquire the ideas of juftice,” retti-
bution . and morality, and thefc notions are far from exifting in
'~ the minds of infants. Of confequence, when we ftrike, or when
we rebuke them, we rifk at leaft the exciting in them a fenfe of
- injury, and a feeling of refentment. Above all, fentlments of
this fort cannot fail to be awakened, if our a&ion be accoms
-panied with fymptoms of anger, cruelty, harfhnefs or caprice.
The fame imbecility, that led us to infpire them with a fpirit of
tyranny by yielding to their importunities, afterwards dictates to
' D us
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Our conflitution prompts us to utter a cry at the unexpeted C{’_‘ﬁ%‘\ L
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tyranny:
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BOOK 1.
CHAP. 111
N

Conclufion,

. the hiftory of our lives ;. and if thefe incidents could be divefted:

THE MORAL CHARACTERS OF MEN, &¢.

us an inconfiftent and capricious conduét, at one time denying
them as abfurdly, as at another we gratified them unreafonably..

Who, that has obferved the confequences of this treatment, how

generally thefe miftakes are committed, how infeparable they are-

in fome degree from the wifeft and the beft, will be furprifed at.

the early indications of depravity in children * 2.

From thefe reafonings-it fufficiently appears, that the moral’

qualities of men are the produce of the. impreffions made uppn:
them, and that there is no inftance of an original propentity to evil..
Our virtues and vices may be traced to the incidents-which make-

of every improper tendency, vice would be exurpated from-the -
world. The tafk may be difficult, may be of flow progrefs, and-

of hope undefined and unceriain. But hope will never defert

it; and the man who is anxious for the beneﬁt of his {pecies,.

will willingly devote a portion of his a&tivity to an enquiry into

the mode of effecting this extirpation in: whole or-in part, an-

enquiry which promifes much, if it do ‘not in reality promife

e*_iery thing. . _ ‘ S

* The arguments of this chapter are for the moft part an abftra&, the diret
ones from Locke on the Human Underftanding, thofe which relate to experience
from Hartley’s Obfervations on Man, and thofe refpe&mg education from the
Emile of J. J. Roufleau. : :
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_CHAP IV,

THREE PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF MORAIL, IMPROVE-
MENT CONSIDERED.

L LITERATURE
BENEFITS OF I.ITERATURE.'—'—EXAMPLES--'ESSENTIAL PRO-

PERTIES OF LITERATURE.—ITS DEFECTS.

II. EDUCATION.

BENEFRITS OF EDUCATION.—CAUSES OF ITS IMBECILITY.

. POLITICAL FUSTICE

BENEPRITS OF POLITICAL INST]TUTION.-—UNI.VERSALITY or

" 1T3 INFLUENCE—PROVED BY THE MISTAKES OF SOCIETY.
—ORIGIN OF EVIL. . .

- H ERE are three p;i:ncipal caufes by which the human.

- mind is advanced towards a fate of perfe&ion literature,
or the diffufion of knowledge thwugh the medmm of difcuffion,
'whether written or oral; education, or a fcheme for the carly
lmpreﬂion of “right principles upon the hitherto unpre_]udlced

mind; and pohucal juftice, or the adoptxon of any principle

of morah_ty a_gq truth into the pracice of a community. Let us

take a momentary review of each of thefe,.

D2 .. LITER A-

BOOKI,
CHAP 1IV.
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BOOK L
CHAP. 1V.

— s Inorec

Benchits of
Literateire.

Examplers

" THREE PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF

I. LITERJTURE >

Few engines can be more powerful, and at the fame time
falutary in their tendency, than literature. Without en-
quiring for the prefent into the canfe ‘of this phenomenon, it
;s fufficiently evident in fad, ‘that the human mind is ftrongly
infeCted with prejudice and miftake. The various opinions
prevailmg in different countries and among different claffes of
men upon the fame fubje, are almoft innumerable ; and-yet of
all thefe opinions only one can be true. - Now the effeCtual way

for extirpating thefe preludlces and miftakes feems to be lite-

rat_ure..

. Literature fias reconciled the Wfiélé thiinking world refpeCing.
the great principles of the fy&em of the univerfe, and extirpated:

upon this fubje@t the dreams of romance-and the dogmas of

fuperftition.  Literature has unfolded the nature of the human

mind, and Locke and others have eﬁabhihed certam maxims-
efpe&mg man, as Newton has done refpe&mg matter, Hat are
generally admitted for unqueﬁlonable. Dﬂ'cuﬂion has afcer—

tained with tolerable perfpmmty the- preference of llberty over

- {lavery ; and the Mainwarings, the Slbthorpes, and the Fﬂmers,_

the race of fpeculatwe reafoners ‘in. favour of defponfm are

. almoft. extindt. Local Pl‘e_]udlce had’ mtroduced mnumerable'. -

privileges and pro!ubmons upon “the fubJe& “of trade : fpecu-
lation has neatly alcertained that pcrfc& freedom is moft favour-

_ able:
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BOOK I.
CHAP. IV.

evidence have failed to produce univerfal convi@tion, it muft “———

able to her profperity. If in many inftances the collation of

however be confidered, that it has not failed to produce irre-

fragable argument, and that fallhood would have been much
fhorter in duration, if it had not been prote&ted and infqrced'by
the authority of political government.. |

~ Indeed, if there be fuch a thing as truth, if't muft infallibly Effcotial pro-
be ftruck out by the collifion of mind with mind' - Tile reflefs terature -
_' . "at‘.'tn*lty of “intelle& will for a time be. fertile in. paradox and
: -_'.error ;but thefe wxll be only diurnals, while the truths that occa-
hﬁonally—_ fpring up,. like flurdy plants, will defy. the rigour of
feafon and climate. In proportion as one. reafoner compares
his- dedu&ibns with " thofe of -another, the weak placgs of his
argument’ will be detected, the. i)iin;:iples he too.haftily adop'ted
' .will-be everthrown, and the judgments, in which his mind was
‘expofed to no finifter ‘influence, _wﬂl be confirmed.. All that
is requifite: in- thefe’ difcuflions is: unlimited fpeculatlon, and a
fuflicient variety of fy&ems and opinions.. ‘While we.only dif- .
pute hbdut the-beft way of doing a thing in itfelf wrong, we fhall |
indeed make but a:trifling progrefs ;. but; when we are once per-
fuaded, that nothing is-too facred to be-broﬁght ta the touch-
flone . of examination,. fcience will advance v&ith rapid {irides. )
Men, ‘who - turn their. attention to the boundlefs field of enquiry,
and’ ftill more wlio recalle the innumerable errors and”capr'i(-:és L
of mind, are apt to.imagine-that the labour is-without benefit: B
and.
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22 THREE PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF

CB}?;)PK L and endlefs. But this cannot be the cafe, if truth at laft have

‘—'V—"' any real exiftence. “Errors will, dunng the whole penod of
their reign, combat each other ; pre_]udlces that have paffed un-
fufpe@ted for ages, will have their era of dete€tion; but, if in
-any Icience we difcover one folitary truth, it cannot be over-
thrown, ' o |

Iisdee@s;  Such are the arguments that may be adduced in favour of
literature.  But, even fhould we admit them in their full fo'rce',
and at the fame time fuppofe that truth is the omnipotent arti-
ficer by which mind can’ infallibly be reguhted it would yet
by no means fufliciently follow that literature is alone adequate
to all the purpofes of human improvement. Literature, and
particularly that literature by which prejudice is fuperfeded, and
the mind is ftrung to a firmer tone, exifts only as the portion
of a few. ‘The multitude, at leaft in the prefent ftate of human

fociety, cannot partake of its illuminations.  For that purpofe

it would be neceffary, that the general {yftem of policy thould

become favourable, that every individual fhould have leifure for
.i-eai'onirig and refleGtion, and that there fhould be .no fpecies of
_ public- inftitution, which, having falfhood for its bafis, {fhould

counteract their progrefs. This ftate of fociety, if it did not
precede the general dlﬁ'emmatlon of truth, would at leaft be the

immediate refult of it

But in reprefenting this ftate of fociety as the ultimate refult,
2 we

T

TSR R ITA

0t gty v

. ; ~
TR S ST AR TR S R T ST REANF AT RN Lt S i

MORAL IMPROVEMENT CONSIDERED.

23
we fhould incur an obvious fallacy,  The difcovery of truth is BOOK I.
: CHAP. 1V.

a purfuit of fuch vaft extent, that it is fcarcely poffible to pre-- “=——

" feribe bounds to it. Thofe great lines, which feem at prefent

to mark the limits of human underftanding, will, like the mifts .
that rife from a lake, retire farther and farther the more clofely
we approach them. A certain. quantity of truth will be fufhi--
cient for the fubverfion of tyranny and ufurpation ; and this .
fubverfion, by a refle@ed force, will aflift our underﬁandmgs
in the difcovery of truth. In the mean.time, it is not eafy ta-
define the exadt portion of difcovery that muft neceﬂ‘ﬁrily pre--
cede political melioration. The period of partiality and injuftice :
will be fhortened, in. proportion as political re@itude occupies .
a principal fhare in our difquifiion.. When the moft confider- -
able part of a nation, either. for. numbers or influence, becomes -
convinced of the flagrant abfurdity of its inftitutions, the whole :
will foon .be prepared tranquilly and by a fort of.common con--
fent to fuperfede them..

I, ED:UCATITON

BuT, if it appear that literature,.unaided . by the regularxty Benefis of

of inftitution and difipline, .is inadequate to the reformation of - ceducation. -

the fpecies, it may perhaps ‘be imagined, that education, com-~-
monly fo called, is the beft of all fubfidiaries for making up its -
defecs.. Education may have.the advantage of ‘taking mind:

in its original flate, a foil prepared for.culture, and as yet unin- -

fefted :
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THREL PRINCIPAL CAUSL&

fefted with weeds ;-and it is a common and a reafonable opi-
nion, ‘that the tafk is much eafier to plant right and virtuous
difpofitions in an unprejudiced underftanding, than to root up
the errofs that have already become as it were a part of
ourlives. If an erroneous and vicious education be, as it has
been fhewn to be, the fource of all our depravity, an education,
deprived of thefe errors, feems to prefent jtfelf as the moft na-

* tural exchange, and muft nece{fanly render its fubje& virtuous

and pure.

T will imagine the pupil never t0 have heen made the vi&tim

of tyranny or the {lave of caprice. He has never been per-

mitted to triumph in the fuccefs of importunity, and cannot

therefore well have become reftlefs, inconftant, fantaftical or
unjuft, He has been inured to ideas of equality and -inde-
pendence, and therefore is not paffionate, haughty and over-
bearing. The perpetual witnefs of a temperate conduét ‘and
reafonable fentiments, he is not blinded with prejudice, is not
fiable to make a falfe eftimate of things, and of confequence has
'no immoderate deﬁres after wealth, and fplendour, and the grati-

f uxury. Virtue has always been prefented to him
as the fureﬁ medium of fuccefs

ﬁCafIOIIS 0

" under the moft attrative form,
rable purfuit, the never-failing confolatlon of dif-

appointment, and mﬁmtel)ir fupenor in value to every other ac-

in every honou

guiﬁtion. '

It
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forced by the morahﬂ: *, and praé’ufed under a thoufand forms,
: the -

OF MORAL IMPROVEMENT CONSIDERED.

It cannot be doubted that fuch an education 1is ‘calculated to

- produce very confiderable efle@ts. In the world indeed the

pupil will become the fpe@ator of fcenes very different from
what lris preconceived ideas of virtue might have taught him ta
expe. Let us however admit it to be poflible fo to temper

the mind, as to render it proof againft the influence of example

and the allurements of luxury. Still it may be reafonable to

_ doubt of the fufficiency of education. How many inftances may

we expect to find, in which a plan has been carried into exe-

cution, fo enlightened, unremitted and ardent, as to produce

| thefe. extraordmary effets? Where- muﬁ: ‘the preceptor himfelf

have been' educated who' Ghall thus elevate lus Puprl above ‘all

_ the érrors of mankind ?* If the world teachan 1mphc1t deference
. to birth and riches, and accrdental .diftin&ions, he will fcarcely
. be exempt from this- deference. - If the world be full of intrigue

and nval{hip and felﬁfhnefs, he will not be wholly difinterefted.
If falﬂwod be wrth mankmd at’ large reduced to ' a' fyﬁem, re-

25
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——
Caufes of ity

imbecility.

commended by the prudent, commanded by the maglf’crate, in- -
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% The following paflage is extrated from Lord Kaimes, late onc of th-e jedges v

of the kingdom of Scotland. '

-k Cuﬂ:om-hou{'e oaths “now. a-days go for nothing. ﬁdti that the"iv-vorid
grows more wicked, but becaufe nobody lays any firefs upon them. The duty

- onFrench wine is the fame in Scotland and in England. . -But as we cannot

afford to pay this hlgh duty, the permiffion underhand to pay Spanifh duty for
E L " French
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26 THREE PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF

SOOK &, the indiv idual will not always have the fimplicity to be fincere;.
‘—— or the courage to be true. If pre_;udu:e have ufurped the feat of”
' knowledge, if law and religion and metaphyfies and govern--
ment be furrounded with myftery and artifice, he will not know
the truth, and therefore cannot teach it ;. he will not ﬁoﬂ'efs the
criterion, and therefore cannot fumifh it to another. Hgai‘n; if-
a man thus mighty, thus accompliflied, thus fuperior to rivalfhip-
and comparifon, cair be found, who will cpnfent to the profana--
tion of employing him in cultivating the mind of a.boy, when:

he fhould be inftru¢ting the world

Education, in the fenfe in which it hias commonly been un--
derftood, though in one view an. engine of unlimited pewer, is:

French wine, is found more benefisial to-the revenue thaw the rigour of the Jaw..

The oath however muft be taken that the wine we import-is .Spanifh, to entitle: .

us to the eafe of the Spanith duty. Such oaths: at firft. were hlghly criminaly.
becaufe direétly a fraud againft the public;. but now- that the oath is only €Xem -
atted {or form’s fake, without any faith intended. to ‘he gwen or recewed it.
bccomes very little different from faymg in the way of cmhty, 1 am, f ir, youn
friend, or your obedient fervant.”—Loofe Hints upon’ Iducahon, ,Appendn,,
“p- 362 Edinburgh, 1781.

Archdeacon Paley in a woﬂ: the feventh edition of wh:ch lies before mey,,
';md which is ufed 2s 2 text book in the univerfity of Cambridge, fpeaks thus :

"¢ There are falfhoods which are not lies; that is, which are not_criminal 3,

45—a fervant’s denying his mafler, a prifoner’s pleading not guilty, an advocate .
afferting -the juftice, or his belief of the juftice of his client’s caufe. In fuch
snftances no confidence is deftroyed, becaufe none was repofed » Prmc:plcs of
Moral and Political Philofophy, Book I3, Past 1. Chap. xv. London, 1590.
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-

exceedingly incompetent to the great bufinefs of reforming C?_gg“ 1[\'7

mankind, It performs its tafk weakly and in detail. The grand ‘“——

7 e

principles that the inventor feeks in his machines, and the phi-

lofopher in inveftigating the fyftem of the univetfe, arc fuch, as

from’ a few fimple-data are fufficient to the producion of a.

thoufand events. But the educafion I have been deferibing
is the reverfe of this, It employs an immenfe combination of

ypowers, and an endlefs chain of «caufes for the -production of a

fingle fpecimen.  No tafk, which is not in its own nature im-

pradticable, can eafily be fuppofed more .difficult, than that of | _ ;

countera®ing univerfal error, and arming the youthful mind |
againft the contagion ‘of general example, 'The ﬂrbﬁg'eﬁ ‘mind

that propofed -this as -its objet, would fcarcely undertake the I
forming more than one, or- at moft a very fmall number, of |
pupils. Where can a remedy be found-for fhis fundamentat -
«difadvantage? where but in political - juftice, that all comprehen-

five {cheme, that immediately applies to the removal of ¢ounter-

-adtion and -contagion, that embraces millions in its gi‘afp, and S

sthat educatesin one fchool the preceptor.and the pupil 2

Tl POLITICAL YFUSTICE

“Tue benefits of politicil juftice will beft be u'rilaerll;'n.od,' if Benehits of

we confider fociety in the moft comprehenfive iew, taking {’,‘:];mal e o ;

finto our eftimate the erroneous m{htutmns by which the human -

';mmd has been too.often checkel in its career, - -a8 “well .as"thofe .
i ' E 2 ' + el
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28 'THREE PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF

C%OQPK L well founded 6pinions of public and individual i‘ute_reﬁ,'whigl’-l :
—— perhaps need- only to be clearly explained, in order to their

being generally received.

Uf"_i“f!r;“tr Now in whatever light it be confidered, we cannot avoid
of 1ts 1nilu- . ] .
ence : perceiving, firlt, that political inftitution is peculiarly flrong in

that very peint in which the efficacy of education was deficient,
the extent of its operatioh. 'That it in fome way influences
our condué will hardly be difputed. It is fufficiently obvious
that a defpotic ‘government is calculated to render men pliant,
and a free one refolute and independent. All the effe@ts that.
any principle" adopted into the praftice of a Vcommunity may
pr_oduce; it produces upon a comprehenfive fcale. It creates a
fimilar bias in the whole, or a confiderable part of the fociety. -
"The motive it exhibits, the ftimulus it begets, are .operative,
becanfe they are fitted to produce. effe@ upon mind. They
will therefore inevitably influence all to whom: they are equally
addreffed.  Virtue, where virtue is the refult, will ceafe to be a
tafk of perpetuai watchfulnefs and’ contention. -It will. neither
"be, nor appear to be, a facrifice of our perfonalzadvantage-to
y Jifinterefted confiderations. It will render thofe the confederates,
fupport and fecurity of our reitude, who were before its moft

z

formidable enemies. . ,

provedbythe  Again, an additional argument in favour of the efficacy of
miflakes of . .
fociety. political inft

3 S . certaix_l

itutions, arifes from the extenfive influence which .

MORAL IMPROVEMENT CONSIDERED,

certain falfe principles, engendered by an imperfect fyftem of
focicty, have been found to exert. Superftition, an immoderate
fear of fhame, a falfe calculation of intereft, are errors that have
been always attended with the meft extenfive confequences,
How incred_ible"at' the prefent day do'the effects of fuperflition

exhibited in the middle ages, the horrors of excommunication

and interdi&, and ‘the’ Lumiliation of the greateft' monarchs at -

the feet of the pope, appear? What can bé more contrary to
European modes than that dread of difgrace, which induces the
Bramin widows of -Indoftan: to” deftroy themfelves upon the
funeral ‘pile of their-hufbands ? What more herribly immoral

- than the miftaken idea which-leads multitides in commercial

countries’ to regard fraud, falfhood and- circumvention as the

trueft policy ¥ But, however powérfhl_- thefe errors may be, the

~ empire of truth,” if ‘once  eftablithed, would be incomparably

gréz;ter. -'I_;h'e ‘man, whois enflaved by thame, fuperftition of
deceit, will 'be perpetually expofed to an internal war of opi-

nions,- difapproving by an ‘involuntary cenfure the condué@ he

has been moft perfuaded to adopt. - No mind can’ be fo far ali-

enated from trath; as not in the midft of its degeneracy to have
inceflant returns of ‘a better principle. "No fyftem of fociéty
can be fo thoroughly pervaded with miftake, as not frequently to
fuggelt to us’ fentiments of virtue, liberty and juftice, ‘But
truth-is in all its branches barmonious and confiftent, '

29
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MORAL IMPROVEMENT CONSIDERED. 3t

Cl;'ioﬁ,‘\ IIV The recoHcEtlon of this cireusnflance induces me to add as a CL _

A———— concluding oObfervation, that it may reafonably be doubtsd whe- to concealinent and perjury, would foon become diftinguifhed C?i?\ol;c II\.

for plam dealing and veracity. "A country, in which p]aces of “———r
digmty and- confidence fhould ceafe to be at the difpofal of

facion, favour and’ mtere{’c would not Iong be the refidence of
fcrwht)_r and deceit.. . . o o ' !

ther error could ever be formidable or long-lived, if government

did not lend it fupport. - ‘The nature-of mind. is adapted to the
-perception -of ideas, their correfpondence and -difference. In
-the right difcernment of thefe is its true element and moft con-

enial purfuit. Error would indeed for a time have been the

Thefe remarks fuggeft to us the true anﬁver to an obvious Origin of
objection, that might otherwife prefent itfclf, to the conclufion evil,
to which thefe prmc:ples appear to lead. It might be faid, that

an erroneous govemment can never afford an adequate folution.

zefult of our partial perceptions; but, as -our perceptions are

«continually changing, and continually becoming more definite

AT T T T T T S Vg O o S e

and correct, our errors svould have been momentary, and our

sudgments have hourly approached nearer to the truth. The
Judgm Y 2pp for the exiftence of moral evil, fince government was itlelf the:

_ produétion of human. intelligence. and-therefore, if ill; muft have.

been indebted for its ill. q_uahnes to fome wrong which had pre~ vy
wous exiftence,. '

't do@rine of tranfubffantiation, the belief that men were really
3 - «cating flefh when they feemed to be eating bread, and drinking
' human blood when they feemed to be drinking wine, could’
never have maintained its empire fo long,.if it had not been
reinfdrced by civil authority. -Men would not have fo long i

"The propofition afferted in this objedtion is undoubtedly true.. e
All ‘vice is. nothing more than error and miftake reduced into- ! ' | 5:-_;
pratice, and adopted as the principle of our condu&. But error- : i

is perpetually h'a.{’cening'to its own deteétion. - Vicious condu&t:

| - _ perfuaded themfelves that an old man életed by the mtngues
of a conclave of cardinals, from the moment of that ele@ion
became immaculate and infallible, if the perfuafion :had not been

maintained by revenues, endowments dnd palaces. - A fyfiem

. . is foon difcovered to involve injurious confe uftice:
of government, that thould lend no fan&ion to ideas of fana- ‘ J quences.. Injuftice

fore by i ; is. hi ‘ for :
ticifm and hypocrify, would prefently accuftom its fubjetts to therefore by its own nature is. little fitted" for a durable. exift-

ence,. But government *lays its hand upon the fpring there is:

think jufily upon topics of moral worth and importance. A L _ : o
: in fociety, and putsa ftop to its motion *.”* It gives fubflance and.

ftate, that fhould abftain from impofiag contradictory and im-

| . " praQicable oaths, and thus perpetually flimulating its members PEIMAnchcs o our Ewors. ft xeverles tlie gennine Px‘ogcnﬁties-. ) |

o 1 , to » Logan, Philofophy of Hiftory, p. 69..
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12 THRER PRINCIPAL CAUSES, &o. [ 33.1 .
' BOOK I ' of mind, and, inftead of fuffering us to look foriward, teaches us
L] vl . . .
E—Hfé-l-l to look backward for perfe@tion. It prompts. us to feck the T

public welfare, not in innovation and improvement, but in a
timid reverence for the decifions of our anceftors, as if it were

g - | ' the nature of mind always to degenerate, and never to. advance.

INFLUENCE OF POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS
- EXEMPLIFIED.

ROBBERY AND FRAUD, TWO GREAT VICES IN SOCIETY—
ORIGINATE, I. IN EXTREME POVERTY—2, IN THE OS-
TENTATION OF THE RICH—3. IN THEIR TYRANNY—

© RENDERED i’ﬁRMANENT—I. BY LEGISLATION—:. BY
THE ADMINISTRATION OF LAW—-3 BY THE. INEQUA~
EITY OF CO‘\TDITION o
HE efficacy of pohncal m{’ntutlons will be rendered ftil poox 1.
more evident,"if we enquire into the hiftory of the moft m_
confiderable vices at prefent exifting in fociety ; and if it can be
. fhewn that'they derive their inveteracj' from political inftitution.

“Two of the greatei’c abufes relativeto-the interior policy of Robbery and

fraud, two
nations, which at this timé prevail i in the world, will bé allowed great vices in

to confift in the irregular transfer of property, either firft by ety
violence, or fecondly by fraud If among the inhabitants of
any country there exifted no ‘defire in’ one individual: to poffefs

himfelf of the fubﬁance of another, or no ‘defire fo vehement -

and reftlefs, as to prompt him to acquire it by means inconfiftént
with order and juftice ; undoubtedly in that country guilt could
' T | hardly

e
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14 INFLUENGE OF POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS EXEMPLIFIED. 15

K1 ' : g
é‘ggp. v hardly be known but by report. If every man could with

feven of the inhabitants of this country derives at fome period BOOK L.
‘—— perfet facility obtain the neceffaries of life, and, obtaining them,

CHAP. V.
of i his life afliftance from this fund. 'If to this we add the per- S

. ion would . . s . '
feel no uneafy craving after its fuperfluities, temptatio {ons, who, from pride, a fpirit of independence, or the want of - |

lofe its power. Private intereft would vifibly accord with public
- good 3 and civil focicty become all that poetry has feigned of
the golden age. Let us enquire into the principles to which
thefe evils owe their exiftence, and the treatment by whu:h they

a. legal fettlement, though- in equal diftrefs, receive no fuch
aﬂiﬁance, the propoztion will be confiderably increafed.

I'lay no firefs upon the accuracy of this calculation ; the ge-

~

may be alleviated of reme(twd,: neral fa&t is fufficient to give us an idea of the greatnefs of the

‘ B o o abufe, - The -confequences that refult are placed beyond the
Firft then it is to be obferved, that, in the moft refined ftates

originate, 1.

in ext
;anuf:rtr;.m © of Europe, the mequahty of property has arifen to an alarmmg

height.’ “Vaft numbers of their 1nhab1tants are deprived- of
almoft every accommodation that can render life tolerable or
fecure. 'Their utmoft induftry fearcely fuffices for their fup-
. . . poit. - The women and children -lean’ with ‘an  infupportable
weight upon the efforts of the ‘man, fo: that .a large family has
in the lower order of life become a proverblal -expreffion for an
uncommon degree of poverty and wretchednefs. - If ficknefs
4 ' .. or {ome of. thofe: cafualtles which are perpetually incident to:an
-. aftive and laborious. hfe, be fuperadded to: :thefe: burthens, the

reach of contradi@ion.- - A perpetual firuggle with the evils of
_poverty, if frequently ineffectual, muft neceflarily render many
of the fufferers defperz;.te. A -painﬁil feeling of - their opprefled
fituation will itfelf deprive.them’of the -power ‘of - furmounting

© arrrv————————

it. ‘The fuperiority. of the nch “being: thus unmercifully exer-

'hund 4 o 0.4

cifed, muft inevitably expofe them to reprifals ; and the poor
man will be induced to regard the ﬂate of. foc:ety as a ftate of

war, an un_}u{t comhmatlon, not for prote&mg every man .in

L e m‘__“‘ .

g s e e ek .
ERCCIRPI

- his rights and fecuring to him the means of exiftence, but for ' ' i

engroffing all its advantages to a few- favoured individuals, and

referving for the portion of .the reft-want, dependence and mi-.

~ diftrefs is yet greater_.: g fery.

Lefs t h d— ' ' e : X .
Tt feems to be agreed that " England there e wretche A fecond fource .of thofe defiruétive paffions:by which the 2. in the of-
' tentation of

firefs than in moft of the kingdoms of the contment. L ) .
nefs and @ 8 peace of fociety is interrupted, is to be found in the luxury, the the rich:

In England the poors® rates. amouat to the fum of. two millions

fterling per_annum, It has been calculated that one perfon in
: feven

pageantry and magnificence with which enormous wealth is

ufually accompanied: Human beings are capable of encoun-
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CHAPR. V

INFLUENCE OF POLITICAL

tering with che'lrfulnefb confiderable hardihips, when thofe harcI-

‘e—— fhips are impartially {haved with the reft of the fociety, and they

3. in their
tyranny :

are not infulted with the fpeQacle of indolence and eafe in -
others, no way deferving of greater advantages than thermfelves, )

But it is a bittet aggravatlon of their own calamity, to have the
privileges of others forced on' their obfervation, and, while they
are perpetually and vainly ende'wcurmg to fecure for themfelves
and - their families the pooreft convenienccs, to find others re-
velling in the fruits of their.labours.. This aggravation is' affi-
duoufly ddminiftered "to them under moft. of the political "efta~
blithments- at prefent in- exiftence.. There is a numérous clafs:
of individuals, who, though rich,: have neither brilliant talents
nor fublime virtues ; and, however highly they may prize theu:
education, their aﬁ’ablhty, their fuperior polith and the elegance
of their manners, have a fecret. confcioufnefs that they" poflefs.
nothing by which -they can fo fecurely ‘affert. their pre-emi-
nence and keep their inferiors at a"diftance, as the fplendour of”
their equlpage, the magmﬁcence of their retinue and the fump-.
tuoufnefs of their entertainments.. The poor man is fruck with

this exhibition; he feels his- own: miferies ;. he knows how un-

- wearied are his efforts to obtain. a {lender, pittance of this pro-

digal wafte; and he miftakes opulence for felicity. He cannot
perfuade himfelf that an_ embroidered garment may frequently

cover an aching heart,.-

A third. difadvantage that is apt to connet poverty with

difcontent
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INSTITUTIONS. EXEMLPLIFIED,

difcontent confifts in'the infolence and ufurpation’ of the rich.
¥ the poor man would in other refpects compofe himfelf in
philofophic indifference, and, confcious that he poifed%:s every
thing that is truly honourable to man as fully as his rich neigh-
bour, would look upon the reft as beneath his envy, his neigh-
‘bour will not perﬁlit him to do fo. He feems as if he could
never be fatisfied with his pc;{Fc{ﬁolxls ‘unlefs he can make the
fpectacle of them grating to others;. and that honeft felf-efteem,
by which his inferior might otherwife arrive at apathy, is ren-
dered the inftrument of galling him with oppreflion and in-
! juftice. In many countries _}llﬁlce is avowedly made a fubject
of folicitation, and the man of the highe{t rank and moft fplcn—

.did conne&ions almoft 1nf1111b]y carries -his caufe againft the

unprotected and friendlefs. In countries where this- fhamelefs.

pradtice is not eﬁablifhed, juﬁice' is"frequently a matter of ex-
penfive purchafe, and the man with the longeft purfe is pro-

verbnlly vitorious. A confcioufnefs of thefe fadls muft be

37

BOOK 1.
CHAP

e\pe&ed to rende1 the rich Hhttle cautious of offence 1 in -his deal-

_ings with the poor, and to infpire him with a temper over-

bearing, ditatorial and tyrannical, Nor- does ‘this indire& op-

preflion fatisfy his defpbtifm. The rich are in all fuch countries

‘dire@ly or indireQly the legiflators of the ftate ; and of confe- V

quence are perpetuaily reducmg oppreffion into a f){‘tcm, and

depriving the poor of that little commonage of nature as it were,

“which Imght otherwife ftill have remained to them,

- ‘ ' - The
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 INFLUENCE OF POLITICAL

The opinions of individuals, and of confequence their defires,
for defire is nothing but opinion maturing for action, will al-
ways be in a great degree regulated by the opinions of the com-
But the manners prevailing in many countrics
ave accurately calculated to imprefls a conviétion, that inte-
grity, virtue, underftanding and induftry are nothing, and that
opulence is every thing. Does a.man, whofe exterior denotes
indigence, exped to be well received in fociety, and efpecially
by thofe who would be underflood to di&tate to the reft ? Does
he find or imagine bimfelf in want of their afliftance and fa-
vour? He is prefently taught that no merits can atone for a
mean appearance. The leflon that is read to hirn is, Go home,
enrich yourfelf by whatever means, obtain thofe - fuperfluities
which are alone regarded as eftimable, and you may then be
fecure of an amicable reception. Accordingly' poverty in fuch
countries is viewed as the greateft of demerits. It is efcaped
from with an eagernefs that has no leifure for the fcruples of
honeﬁy Tt is concealed as the moft indelible difgrace. While

_one man choofes the path « of undlﬁmgulfhmg acculnulatlon, an-

other -plunges into expences which- are to 1mpofe him upon the

world as more opulent than he is. He haftens to the reality.

of that penury, the appearance of which he dreads ; and, toge-

ther with his property, facrifices the integrity, veracity and

character which might have confoled him in his ac‘ivefﬁty.-

Such are the caufes, that in dlﬁ'erent degrees under the dif-

ferent
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ferent governments of the wo A n BOOK 1.
g the world, prompt mankind openly or ZH2%5 &

fecretly to encroach upon the property of cach other,
confider how. far they admit either of remedy or aggravation
from political inftitution. Whatever tends to decreale the in-
juries attendant upon poverty, decreafes at the fame nme the in-
ordinate defire and the enormous. accumulation of wealth, Wealth
is not purfued for its own fake, and feldom for the fenfual grasi-
fications it can purchafe, but for the fame reafons that ordinarily
prompt men to the acquifition of learning, eloquence and fkill,

for the love of diftintion and fear of contempt. How few would
_prize the poﬁ'eﬂion of riches, if they were condemned to enjoy
their equipage, their palaces and their entertainments in folitude,

with no eye to wonder at their magmﬁcence, and no fordid

obferver ready -to convert that wonder into an adulation of the

owner ! If admiration were not generally deemed the exclufive
propesty of the rich, and contempt .the conﬂant lacquey of po-

verty,.
Let us confider in what refpe&s - political inflitution is rendered

the love of gain would ceafe to be an univerfal paﬁion.
fubfervient to this paffion.

Firft then, legiﬂatidn is in almoft every c(mntry grofsly the
Such is the chara&er of
the game laws, by which the induftrious ruftic is forbldden to
deftroy the animal that preys upon the.hopes of his future fub-

Let us ——v—

1. by legif-

lation :

fiftence, or to_fupply,'hir_ni_'elf with the food that unfought thrufts .

itfelf in his path. Such was the fpirit of the late revenue laws
V ' - . | of
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2. by the ad-
miniftration

of law:

INFLUENCE OF POLITICAL

of France, which in feveral of their provifions fell excluﬁvel'y
upon the humble and induftrious, and exempted from their ope-
ration thofe who were beft able to fupport it. Thus in England

the land fax at this moment produces half a million lefs than it

did a century ago, while the taxes on confumption have ex-

perienced an addition of thirteen millions per annum during the
fame period. This is an attempt, whether effeGual or no, to
throw the burthen from the rich upon the poor, and as fuch is
an cxhibition of the fpirit of legiflation. Upon the fame princi-
ple robbery and other offences, which the wealthier part of the
commumty have no temptation to commit, are treated as capltal
crimes, and attended with the moft rigorous, often the moft in-
human punithments, The rich are encouraged to aflociate for

the exccution of the moft p'lrtial and oppreffive pofitive laws.

_ Monopolies and patents are lavifhly difpenfed to fuch as are able

to purchafe them, While the moft vigilant pohcy is employed to

prevent combinations of the poor to ﬂx the price of labour, and |

they are deprived of the benefit of that prudence and Judgment
which would fele& the fcene of their induftry.

S;:condly, the adminiftration of law is not Iéfs iniquitous than
the fpirit in which it is framed. ~Under the late government of
France the office of judge was a matter of purchafe, partly by an
- open price advanced to the crown, and partly by a fecret douceur
paid to the minifter. He, who knew beft how to manage his

market in the retail trade of Ju{hcc, could afford to purchafe the
good

4
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INSTITUTIONS EXEMPLIFIED.

‘good will of its funtions at the higheft price.
_jufltice was avowedly made an objet of perfonal folicitation, and
.a powerful friend, a handfome woman, or a proper prefent, were

1n England
the crumnal law is admlmﬁcred with tolerable impartiality {o far

articles of much greater value than a good ciufe.

- :as regards the trial itfelf; ; but the number of capital offences, and

-of confequence the frequency of pardons, open even here a wide

_ door to favour and abufe. In canfes relating to property the.

practice of law i is arnvcd at fuch a pitch as to render all juftice
‘ineffetual,

peals from court to court, the enormous foes of counfel, attormcs,

fecretanes, clerks, the drawing of bnefs, bills, replications and re-

The length of our chancery fuits, the multiplied ap-

' _]omders, and -what "has fometimes been called the glorious un~

certainty of the law, render it often more advifable to refign a

41

'To the client BOOK L

CHAP. V.
———d

~

propeity than' to conteft it, and particularly exclude the im- -

povenﬂxed claimant from the fainteft hope of redrefs. Nothmg
certam!y is more practicable than to fecure to all queftions.of
controverfy a c‘heap and {peedy decdion, which, combined with
the independence of the Judges and a few obvious improvements
in the conftruftion of juries, would infure the equitable applica-

:tion of general rules to.all.charalters and ftations.

Thudl), the "inequality-of conditions ufually mzuntamed by
~political inftitution, is calculated greatly to enhance the 1m1guied
wexcellence of weilth, In the ancient monarchies of the eaft,
zand “in Turkey at the prefent day, an eminent ftation could

G fcarcely

3. by the in-
cquality of
conditions,
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INFLUENCE OF POLILTICAL, &ec.

{carcely fail to excite implicit deference. The timid inhabitant

"""‘V""” trembled before his fuperior; and would have thought it little

B B F e e e T
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lefs than blafphemy, to touch the velil drawn by the proud I'atrap
over his mglonous orlgm. The fame pnnclples were extenﬁvely
preva!ent under the feudal fyﬁem. The vaﬁ'al who was re-
garded as 2 fort of live ftock upon the eﬁate, and knew of no
appeal from the arbitrary fiat of his lord, would fcarcely venture
to fufpet that he was of the fame fpecles. This however con.-
{htuted an unnatural and violent fituation. There isa propen..

fity in man to look farther than the oatfide ; ; and to come wrth )

a writ of enquiry into the title of the upftart and the fuccefsful
In England at the prefent day there are few poor men who do not
confole themfelves, by the freedom of their ammadverﬁons upon
-their fuperiors. The "new-fangled gentleman 1s by no means
fecure againft having his tranquillity diftuibed by their furly and
pomted farcafms. This propenfity might cafily be encouraged
and made conducive to the moft falutary purpofes. Every man
. might,
fpired with the confcloufnefs of crnzenﬂup, and be made to feel
himfelf an a&tive and’ eﬂicrent member of the great whole. - The

" poor man would then perceive, that, if eclipfed, he could not be

trampled upon ; and he would no longer | be ftung with the furies

- of énvy, vefentment and defpalr.

CHAP,

as was the cafe in certain cmntnes upon record be in-.
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‘CHAP -VI,

HUMA\I INVENTIONS CAPABLE OF PERPETUAL
I\‘IPROVEME\TT

I’ERFECTIBILITY OF MAN—INSTANCED, FIRST, IN LAN-

TY OF I.ANGUAGE.——SECO“ID I'\TSTANCE ALPHABETICAL

W’RITI_NG.—HIEBQGLYPHIC_S AT FIRST UNIVERSAL.

© PROGRESSIVE DEVIATIONS.~~APPLICATION.

F we would form to ourfelves‘é."fo]id e&'rmate ‘of political, or

indeed of - any other fcience,” we 'olight not to confine our

furvey to that narrow. portlon of things whlch ‘pafles under our

own immediate infpetion, and raﬂxly pronounce every thing

that we have not ourfelves feén, to'be impoffible, . There is no

chara@eriftic of man, which feems at prefent at leaft fo eminently

to diftinguifh’ him," or to be of {o mich- importance - in every

branch of moral fcience, as his perfectibilicy. Let us carry back

our minds to man in his original ftate, a-being capable of im-

as yet received the one or cultivated the other; and. let us con-

traft this being. with all that fcience and genius have cffetted :

and from hence we may form fome idea what it is of which hu-
G 2 man

) '_ GUAGE.—ITS BBGINNI\'GS.—A BSTRACTION —-COMPLEJLI-

preflions and knowledge to an unbounded extent, but not having .
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Its begm-
ping,
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HUMAN INVENTIONS CAPABLE

man nature is cap-ﬂ;le. It is to be remembered, that this being:
did not as now derive. aﬂiﬁancc from.the communications-of his-
feltows, nor had his feeble and crude concepuons affifted by the-
experience of fucceflive centuries ; ‘but that in the ftate we are-
fi;uing, all men. were equally ignorant. The’ field of improve-

ment was before them, but for.every. ftep in advance they were-

to be indebted to their untutored efforts. Nor is it of any con--

fequence whether fuch. was atually. the progrefs of .mind, or
whether, as others teach,. the progrefs was abridged, and man:
swas immediately advanced half way to the end of his career by
the interpofition of the author of his nature. Inany cafe. it is:

an allowable and no ummprovmg fpeculatlon, to conﬁder mind-

as it is in itfelf, and to enquire what would have been its hiftory,.

if, 1mmedntely upon its produdtion, it had been left to be alted

upon by thofe ordinary laws of the. univerfe with- whofe opera--

tion we are acquainted,

One of the acquifitions- moft evidently requifite as'a prehml-

nary to our prefent improvements is that of language. But itis

. impoffible to conceive of an. acquifition, that muft. have been in

its origin more different from what at prefent it is found, or that'

lefs promifcd that copioufnefs and refinement it has-fince ex-
hibited. '

Tts beginning was probably from thofe involuntary criés,

which infants for example are found to utter in the earlieft

ftages

T P e A e e T I L AT A e )
S ¢

e T RATLE T T Gl ol :
M*am R TYPL R SN N P P CUr S SN AP S YL SR TR Y ST Ry

ST TTnE e

ol T e B R W SR T,

Or PERPETUAL"IMPROVEMEN’I_‘Z

flages’ of their- exiftence, and which, .previoufly to the idea of
exciting pity or procuring.afliftance, {pontaneoully arifc from the
operation of pain: upon : our animal frame. Thefe cries, when
actually uttered, become a fubjeét of perception to him by whom
they are uttcred; and being: obferved to be conftantly affociated
with certain preliminary impreflions and to excite the idea of
 thofe impreflions ih the hearer, may- afterwards be repeated “from
refleftion and the-defire of relief. Eager defire to comunicate
any information -to another, will- alfo prompt us te utter {fome
fimple found for the purpofe’ of exciting "attention :  this found

and will at length ftand as it were by convention for the inform-

ation intended to- be conveyed., . But the diftance is extreme

fiom- thefe: fimple: modes- of communication, which we pofiefs in.

. common with fome of the inferior ‘animals,. to-all the analyfis-

and abfiration which languages require..

Abftra&tion. indeed, - though as it is commonly- -underftood. it
be one of the fublimeft operatlons ‘of. mind, is in fome fort co—
eval thh and.-infeparable from the. exiftence of mind.. The next
ftep to fimple perception is that of comparifon, or the coupling
together of two ideas- and the perception- of their refemblances

and differences. Without companfon there can be no preference,‘

and without preference no adtion :. though it muft be acknow-
ledged, that’ this comparifon-is an- operatlon that m.ay be per-
formed by the ‘mind without adverting to its nature, and that

neither
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* yill probably frequently recur to organs unpraéhfed to variety,

Abftrattion.
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HUMAN INVENTIONS CAPABLE

BOOK I neither the brute nor the favage has any confcioufnefs of the

cHAR.\

k—-—-v-—-’ feveral fteps of the intelleGiual progrefs. Comparifon 1mmed1atcly

Complesity

of language.

leads to 1mperfe€t abftracion. The fenfation of to-day is-clafled,

if fimilar, with the fenfation of yefterday, and an inference is
made refpe&mg the conduct to be adopted.” Without this deglce
of abfira®ion the faint dawnings of language already defcribed
could never have exifted. Abftraction, which was neceflary to
the firft exiftence of language, is again aflifted in its operations
by language. That generahﬁuon, which is implied in the very
notion of thought, bemg thus embodied and- rendered palpable,
makes. the mind acquainted with its own powers and creates a
reftlefs defire after farther:progrefs. '

But, though' it be by no means impoffible, to-trace the caufes
that concuired to the production of language, and to prove them
adequate to their effe@, it. does not the lefs’ appear that this is
an acquifition of flow growth and ineftimable value. The very
fteps, were we to purfue’ them, would ' appear Tike ' an - endlefs
labyrinth. * The diftance is immeafurable between the three or
four vague and: inarticulate founds uttered: by animals, and the
copioufnefs of lexicography or the regularity of grammar. -The
general and fpecial names by which things are at firlt compli-
cated and afterwards divided,”the names by. which properties
are feparated from’ their fubftances and powers from both, ‘the
comprehenfive (h{tnbutlon of parts of fpeech verbs, . adjeCtives

and particles, the inflexions of words by which the change

':of
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OF PERPETUAL. IMPROVEMENT,

of their terminations changes their meaning through a variety

of fhadings, their concords and their governments, all of them
prefent us with fuch .a bounidlefs catalogue of fcience, that he,
who on the one hand did not know that the boundlefs tafk hag
been actually performed, or who on the other was not intimately
acquainted with ‘the progreffive nature iof mind, would pro-

nounce the accomplithment of them:impoffible.

BRI T FRVRE 5 S P i

A fecond mventmn, well calculated to 1mprefs us with'a fenfe

of the progreilive nature of man, is that of alphabetical writing.

'Hmroglyplucal or picture wntmg appears at fome time to have
been univerfal;- and the difficulty ‘of conceiving -the’ gradatlon,

from th:s to alphabetical is {o great, as to have induced Hartley,
one of the moft acute of all philofophical writers, to have re-
‘courfe to miraculous interpofition as the ‘only adequate ' folution.
In reality no problem’ car'xibe'_imagiﬁEd _more operofe, than that
of decompofing the founds of words into four and twenty fimple
elements or letters, and again finding thefe elements in all other
words, When we have examined the fubje& a little more clofe-
ly, and perceived' the fteps’ by which this Jabour was accom-
phlhed perhaps the ‘immenfity of the labour will rathér gain
upon us, as he that fhall have counted a million of units, will
have a vaﬁer idea upon the fubJe& than he that only conﬁders
them in the grofs. '

" In China hleroglyphlcal wntmg has never been fuperfeded by
§ alpha-
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' | 43 HUMAN INVENTIONS CAPABLE OF PERPETUAL IMPROVEMENT. 4

‘% é‘g.?[%\r alphabetical, and this “from thie ‘very nature of their language, of a different fort, w'ﬁolly unconneted with that now intended c%oz?va[i : :

to be conveyed, Thus a fort of rebus or chararde was produced. ‘———"
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A——— which is confiderably monofyllabic, the fame found being made

to fignify a great variety of objedts, by means of certain fhadings

.of tone too delicate for any alphabet to be able to reprefent.

“They have however two ‘kinds of writing, one for the learned,

and another for the vulgar,. The learned adhere clofely to their
lucroglyp]ucal writing, reprefenting evéry word by its corre-
fpondmg picture ; but the vulgar are frequent in their devlauons

from it, o N o

-

Hleroglyphical wiiting and fpeech may ‘indeed ‘be conﬁdered
4n-the firft inflance’ as two languages, running: parallel to each
.other, but with no neceffary conne&ion. The picture and the word
each of them reprefent the idea, one as immediately as the other.
But, though independent, theywill become accuientally affociated;
the pi¢ture at firft imperfe&dy,- and afterwards more conftantly
fuggefting the idea of its cotrefpondent found. Itis in this man-
er that the mercantile claflfes of China began to corrupt, as it is

-ftyled,  their hieroglyphical writing. -They had a word fuppofe

of two fyllables. to write. The charadter appropriate to that

word they werenot acquainted with, or it failed to fuggeft itfelf
to their memory. Each of the fyllables however was a diftin&
word in the language, and the characters belonging to them per-
fedtly familiar. The expedicnt that fuggeftcd itfelf was to write
thefe two charalters with a mark fignifying their union, though
in reality the characters had hitherto been RPPIO')llath to ideas

_— . ’ . Of
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In ’oth'er cafes the word, though monofyllabic, was capable of be-

ing divided into two founds, and the fame procefs was employed.
This'is a firft flep’ towards: alphabetical analyfis. Some word,
fuch as’ the interjeCtion O or’the particle 4 is already a found

. perfecly fimple,.and thus furnithes a firft ftone to the edifice.
But, though thefe ideas may perhaps prefent us with a faint view.

of the manner in' which an alphabet was produced, yet the adtual
produ&mn ofa complete alphabet is perhaps of all' human dif-
coveries, that which required the mof’c perfevenng reﬁe&wn, the

luckleﬁ: concurrence of clrcumﬁances, and the moft patient and

gradual progrefs.

" Let us "however fuppofe man to’ “have g:uned the two firlt
_elements of knowledge, fpeakmg and writing ; let us trace him’

through all his fubfequent improvements, through whatever

.conflitutes the inequality between Newton and the ploughman,

and iﬁ&eed much more than this, fince the moft ignerant plough-
man in civilifed focxety is mﬁmtely different from what he would
have been, when ﬁtipped of all the benefits he has derived from
literature and the arts, Let us furvey the earth covered with the

- Jabours of man, houfes, inclofures, harvefts, manufa&ures, inftru-

ments, machines, together with all the wonders of painting,
poetry, eloquence and philofophy.
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50 HUMAN INVENTIONS CAPABLE, &e.
BOOK TI. Such was man in his original -ﬁaté,‘ and fuch is man as we at

CHAP. VI,
“——; prefent behold him, Is it peffible for:us:to contemplate - ~what

he has already done, without being imprefled with a ftrong pre-

i fentiment of the improvements he has yet to accomplith ¢ There.
!

that may not be carried 'to a, flill higher perfection.’ If this be
true of all other fciences, why not of morals 2 If this be - true-
of all other arts, why not of focial inftitution ?. The very: con-,
ception of this as pofiible, is in the higheft : degree encouraging.
If we can ftill farther demonftrate it to bea part of . the ‘natural.
and regular progrefs of mind, our conﬁdence and our hopes will
" then be complete. _This is the temper with which we ough‘t_’_ to,
engage in the fludy of pohucal truth, Let us look bg_(:l-: thal-:.

e i

we may profit by the experience of mankind ; but’ let us not
look back, asif the wifdom.. of our anceﬂ:ors was fuch as to,

leave no xoom for future 1mprovement. e
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is no fcience that is not capable of. additions ;- there is rio art’

[ st 1 :

C H AP VIL

;OF THE OBJECTION TO THESE PRINCIPLES FROM
THE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE.

PART L
OF MORAL AND PHYSICAL CAUSES.,

“THE QUESTION STATED.—PROVINCES OF SENSATION AND
REFLECTION,—MORAL CAUSES FREQUENTLY MISTAKEN
FOR PHYSICAL.—SUPERIORITY OF THE FORMER EVIDENT
FROM THE VARIETIES OF HUMAN CHARACTER.—OPE~

RATION, OF PHYSICAL CAUSES' RARE —TFERTILITY OF

LY

REFLECTION. __PHYSICAL CAUSES IN THE FIRST IN-

=5STANCE 'SUPERIOR, AFTI:RWARDS MORAL.—-OBJECTION'

“FROM THE ]:FI'J‘CT OF " BREED IN ANIMALS.—CONCLU~-

-'l.--'smvlj;‘;' S o o

HERE are certzun propoﬁnons which may be conﬁdered
AL indifferently, elther as corollaries flowing from the prin-
cxples aheady ‘eftablithed, or as a fource of new arguments
'I:agamﬂ: the validity ‘of thofe prmmples. In the fuﬁ view they
are entitled to a clear and perfplcuous ﬁatement and in the fe-

cond to a mature examination. For example :

T . Ha _ The

-~

e rmsu oy

BOOX 1.
CHAD.VIL
—

s LR LR HER el AR

L b e e s e

[P Y]

Lt s L

iy ot e ¥ sty e B AT S




B s s RN

T LA T e -t
o T L B L L LIy

;:.::W:&'imyﬂﬁrﬁm‘nwmwm‘“m UL SRt KRR i 0B

T e,

LT e

52

BOOK I.
CHAP. VIL.
R
T'he queition

{luted.

Provinees of
fenfation and

refteion.

OF MORAL AND

The caufes which appear to operate upon the human mind
may be divided into two clafles ; perceptions, which are ren-
dered direly a fubjet ‘of reafoning, and regarded by the intel-
lec as inducements to action; and perceptions, which act indi~ -
re&ly upon the mind, by -rendering the animal frame gay, ¥i--

gorous and elaftic, or ‘on the contrary fluggith, morbid and

ina@ive. According to the fyftem'_ already eftablithed, the

former of thefe are to be yegarded as the whole, the latter being
fo comparatively inefficient and fubmdlmte as to ftand in the

cftimate as almoft nothing. To many reafoners however they

‘have by no means appeared-of fo-trivial impertance, and it may

‘not be - ufelefs to ‘examine for a moment-the.ideas they have

-formed, and ‘the real'ons which have induced them to- afcribe
{o ‘much to the meaneft branch of thehuman conftitution,

Impreffions upon our fenfes may -at -cither ‘as phyfical or

‘moral caufes. Indifpofition of‘the-body operates upon the mind
principally in the firft ‘of thele ways, fceming without -any
formal deliberation of the underftanding to incline us?to diffa-
tisfation and indolence. Corporal pumfhment affects us.prin-
cnpally in the Hatter mode, fince, thou_gh it dn‘e&ly mtroduces a

painful ftate of ‘the mind, it influences our condu@, only as it
is refleéed upon by the underﬁandmg, and converted mto a

motive ofaéhon. _ , R

It may be a cuuous fpeculatlon to examine how ﬁu‘ ‘thefe
| 6 o | elafles.

AR Ol

T S = BN A

SEbaeRrs

LTI AT pl A WA S O rl N e LR

 olaffes are diftin@ from each other. It cannot be denied - but BOOK I.
that fenfation is.of fome moment :in the affdir. It pofleffes the “————"
imitiative. It is that from which all the intelle&ts with which

" ‘we are acquainted :date their operations. TIts firft effe&t upon .

Afeen.” Fc_)reﬁght.xs itfelf the offspring of experience,

forefeen, and.of confequence tompletely foreftalled, yet ~much . mitlaken for

anirha_tc_d by fentiments - of . chearfulnefs, indufiry -and courage?
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PHYSICAL CAUSES. - 33

CHAP.VI1L

mind does in the majority: of cafes precede reflection and choice.
In fome cafes the impreflions upon our fenfes are forefeen. by
us, and may confequently ‘be refifted in-the outfet. But it
~would be a contradiétion to- affirm that they can always be fore-

~ Meanwhile, though they can only in particular inftances be %Ioral c}ufcs
C o . requently

. L : . R phyfical.
. of then' effelt is in :all-cafes .to be afcribed to deliberation and

choice. = *I feel a painful fenfation, and I perluade myfelf that
:it is wifer'to fubmit, -and ‘thus’ chenih and fecond its influence,
-than to refift. I.-conceive myfelf. unfortunate, opprefled by a
combination of. unfavourable accidents, and am rendéred by this
. conception gloomy, difcontented and wretched. I fatisfy my-

felfﬁth-lt my fituation is fuch-as-to. rcndcr exertion unre'tfoa-
able, and .believe -that the attempt would produce nothing but
abornve -and frultlefs torture. 1 remain liftefs, fluggith and

mdﬁwe.
. How. different would be gllé_;fqm of my fituation, if I were

It has been -faid *.that a.rainy.day has been known:to convert a

man

g
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54 OF ..MOR'AL_ AND
L‘;?ﬁ;ﬂ,}{ man of valour into a coward.” “How eafily would this external
) : ‘——— difadvantage have been farmounted,-if -his’ mind had been more

full of the benefits to arife from- his valour, if the rainy day

- had been put in the balance with his wife and children; the. moft

. illuftrious rewards -to .be beftowed »upon himfelf,-and :fréedom

’ and felicity to'be fecured to his country 2;* Indigeftion,” . we are
told, « perhaps a fit of the tooth-ach; renders a man incapable of

ftrong thinking and fpirited exertion.”:!"How loig would" thefe

be able to hold out againft a“fudden ind ufexpected. piece of

intelligence of the moft delightful nature ?

- ch F e . o P - Loz e
v 5 PR - I P 3 MR B SR LI
* g FRREY +

When operations of an injurious“riatlire-are ‘infliCted ‘on" the
body, and are encountered by the ‘mind ‘tith vnalterable: firm~
nefs, what is-the degree :of pain which in. fuch’ inftances is fuf~
fered? Was the language of - Anaxarchus ‘merely a philofophical

rant, ¢ Beat on, tyrant! ‘Thou mayeft deftroy- ‘the fhell of Anax-
archus; but thou canft riot touch Ana\archus himfelf ?”  How
much pain was really endured by 'Mutius Sceevola‘and - archs
bithop Cranmer, - when e1ch ﬁeadlly lield - -his hand tobe
devoured by the ﬂames? How much ‘is endured by the favage
Indinns, who ﬁng in the midft of tortures, and f'lrcaihcally pro-

voke their tormentors to more ingenious barb‘mty A

: ¥ I J . R RO P e TY e
+' The truth ‘that fecms to refult from thefe conﬁderatlon's is,
that mdlfpoﬁtlon only ‘becomes formldable in proportlon ds it

is feconded by the’ confent of 'the’ ‘mind ; " that‘our’ commum-
cation
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PHYSICAL CAUSES.

cation with the material univerfe is at the mercy of our choice;
and that the inability ‘of the underftanding for intelleCtual ex-
ertion~is - principally ‘an_affair: of moral - confideration, exifting

only in the degree in which it is deliberately preferred. -

«The hero of to-day,”

a’ 1amy atmofphere be" converted 1nto ‘a’ coward to-morrow.”

we are told,’ « fhall by an ih‘digeﬁion "or

'Wavmg the conﬁderauon of how far thlS fa& where it exlﬁs is in

'rcahty ‘of a moral #nd 1ntelic6’tu'11 nature, et us examine to what

degree a prmc1ple of this fort is the true index of human
a&lons. \Ve have’ 'dready eftablifhed ‘it as a fundamental, that
there are no innate ideas: “Of ’confequence, if ‘men were prm-
mpally gor'erned by e\ternal dréumftances fuch as that of at-
mofphere, ‘their characters- and aé’uons would be much alike.
The fame weather, that Thade” you a’ coward would make me
fo' tao,’ and ‘an’ army “would “be defeated by a fog "Perhaps
indeed’ this cataﬁroplle would be prevented hy the’ 1mpartnhty
of the monﬁure, in propornon 3s the enemy advanced, whlch he
nceeﬂ'anly ranft do, into the fame atmofphcre. U

B --‘;_5 T‘gs oo,

FES

of another is to be traced to the aﬂ'ocmtlon of xdeas. But aflc-
c1at10n 1s ‘of the ‘nature “of reafomng The prxncnpal the moft
mimerbus and’ laﬁmg of “our aﬂ'ouatlons, are” mte]leétual not
accxdental bullt upon the refembhnces and drﬁ'elences 'of thlngs,

-

.'1.. .- - '_ not
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Superiorityof
the former
evident from
the varictics
of humzn
chzrafier.
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56 | OF MORAL AND" PHYSICAL CAUSES. P

truft every thing to the mercy of events. Is it poflible that BOOK I
' CHAP.VIL

we fhould not perceive from the very nature.of the thing the ‘——
advantages which the wife man poffeffes-over the foolith one,.

BOOK I. I o ", :
CHAP.VIL not upon the co tmgem;y > of their occurring in-any gven time.

N——— or place. 2?i_l't {§°thts thaf t;ne man appéars- courageons and an-

22

other cowardl), one man vngorous and -another dull, under the

fame or nearly the fame external clrcumﬁances. ‘ and that the points in which:they refemble will be as nothmgz

compared to thofe in which they differ? In thofe paru_cu_lare

Operationof I reality the atmofpherey inftead of confiderably. affe@ing in which our conduét is direCted merely by external impreﬂions-

pby cfical

cafes rere.  ghe mafs of mankind, affe@s in an eminent degree only a fmall we refemble the inferior animals; we differ from them in the-

part of that mafs.. The majority are either above or below it; preater facility with which we armnge our fenfations, and com-

are c1ther too grofs to. feel firongly thefe minute. vanatlons, or pare, prefer and J“dge-

=3 FL e un
too bufy to be af lelfure to attend to them, It is only a few,
whofe treatment has. been tender enough- to lmbue them with

extreme delicacy, and whofe faculties are not roufed by ﬂrong

- Vut of 2 ﬁhgle"{;enfatidn"a'g'teat variety of refletions may Fertility of
be generated. Let the thing perceived be a material fubftance of rellcton
certam regular dimenfions.- I perceive that it has an upper and

a lower furface, I'can therefore concewe of it as dmded I can

and unintermitted mcxtements, who can be thus blindly directed,
If: it fhould be faid ¢ that-the weather indeed i is too great a tnﬂe
to produce thefe con{'equences, but . that there are pains. and in-

J?

51, it may be

conceive of the parts into which’ it is formed as moving towards

terruptions which fcarcely any man can . wtth{’can and from each other, and hencé I aequue the ideas of diftance

. anfwered, that: thefe occur too feldom to “be mxﬁaken for .the
eﬂiment principles of. human chara&er, that the fy{’cem Whlch
" determines our proceedtngs rifes from a dlﬂ'erent fource, and

and fpace. I can conceive of them as firiking againft each other,

and -hence 1 derive the notion of 1mpenetrab111ty, grav;ty and

momentum, the flownefs, rapidity : and direction of motion. Let '

_—

i

- the fenfation be a pain in the head. * T am led to reflect upon 1ts
caufes, its feat, the firuture of the parts in wluch it reﬁdes, the
inconvenience it impofes, the confequences with which-it may
be attended, the remedies that may be applied and their eﬁ'eé‘cs,
_ whether external or internal, material or intelle@ual, .. ;- -

ordinarily returns when the pam or mterruptmn has fubfided.
A

]

T
o

Therc c-m be no que{’uon more mtereﬁmg than that w}nch
we are NOW, conﬁdermg Upon. our dec1ﬁon in this cafe it
depends, whether thofe perfons a&t wifely who prefcnbe to’

Rt

-
=
Eris
]

4

_;'_3! _
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%; themfelves a certain dnfcnplme and are. anxious to _enrich . theu' S o

e mmds w1th fcxence, or whether on the contrary 1t be better to - Itis true that the mfam and inexperienced. ‘mind cannot thus Pl.,}rc.ﬂ )
caules 1n the -

i .
i" | ) ) o . - ) truﬂ: ;analyfe and conjure up differtations of plulofophy out of it moft firkt inftance

I T trivial




5 OF MORAL AND
BOOK I. trivial fenfations.. Such a capacity infers a long feries of prc-

CHAP.VIL
. ceding imprefions. Mind is in its infancy nearly what thefe

EE\E:;; " philofophers defcribe, the creature of contingencies.. But the far-
ther it advances, the more it individualifes. Each man has habits
and prejudices that are properly his own. He lives.in a little
aniverfe: of his own creating, or he commnunicates with the om-.
nipréfent and eternal volume of truth, With thefe he compares
the fucceflive perceptions of his mind-,_and\_upon.théfé depend the
conclufions he draws and the conduét he obferves.:- Hence it in-.
evitably follows, that phyﬁcal‘ canfcs, though: of fome confe-
quence in the hiftory of man, fink into nothing, when compared.
with the great and inexpreflible operations of refletion.. They
are the prejudices we conceive or. the judgments. we form,. our:
apprehenfions of truth and falthood; that conflitute the true bafis:
of diftin@ion between man and man.- The difference between:
favage .and favage indeed,.in the-firft generation of the human:
fpecies and. in perfect folitude, can-only be aferibed to the dif-
ferent impreffions’ made- upon- their-fenfes.. - But this. difference
would be almoft. imperceptible.. The ideas of wifdom: and-fblly:
would never have entered the human.mind, if-men,_ like beafls,.
derived neither good nor evil from.the. refleGtions and difcoveries.

of their companions and. anceftors..

Pbﬁ%im . Hence we are furniflied with :an anfwer to the analogical ara-
rom € Ciw

if;%a:;fnljl:cd gument from the confiderable effeCts that phyfical canfes appear:

- unqueftionable importance to the chara&er and qualifications of

6 E . horfes.

i B o T L I . 0 T T s A G S e VA

to produce upon brutes. * Breed.for exainple appears to be of

PHYSICAL CAUSES,

borfe_s and dogs; why - fhould we not fuppofe this or -certain BOOK I
other brute and occult caufes to be equally efficacious in the éafe w
of men? How comes it that the races of anjmals perhaps never
degenerate, if carefully cultivated; at the fame time that we h: Ve.-

na fecurity againft the wifeft philofopher’s begeiting a dunce?” .

- I anfiwer, that the exiftence of phyfical caufes cannot be con~
troverted. - In the cafe of man their efficacy is fivallowed up in
the fuperior importance of reflettion and feience. In animals
on the contrary they are left almoft alone. If a race of negroes
were taken, and maintained each man fromhis infancy, except B

' fo far as was neceffary for the propagation of the fpecies, in fo-

litude ; or even if they were excluded from an acquaintance with
the improvements and imaginations of their anceftors, though
permitted the fociety of each other, the operation of breed might

. perhaps be rendered as ‘confpicuous among them, as in the dif-

ferent claffes of horfes and dogs. Bu{ the ideas they would other.

: wife receive from their parents and civilifed or half-civilifed neigh-
bours would ‘be. mnumerable: and, if the precautions above men-

tioned were unobferved, all parallel between the two cafes would -
ot ) caie

P

Such is the charater of man confidered as an individual. .He Condsfion,

35 operated upon !)y exterior caufes imni_ediatefy, producing cer-

ta;n eﬂ'g&a ;l,l,p.t‘)!.-.l_;_h._im_iél(_]cpeﬁde}it‘ly of the exercife of reafon -;

and he is gperated upon by exterior. caufés mediately, their im-

pre.ﬁions"f:pmiﬂling him_ .'with- materials for refle@ion, and af-

_ I2 © fuming
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_ Priefts are upon all occafions aceu ave their opint BOOK I
P pon. ions accuftomed to have their opinions Jreph

CHAP.VIL. .
liftened to with implicit deference; they will therefore be im- ———
Charalter of

|

| ' BOOKI.  fuming the form of motives to at or to refrain from a&nng.
} -
; —— But the latter of thefe, at leaft fo- far as relates to- man in a

civilifed ftate, may ftand for the whote. ~ He that would change perious, dogmatical and impatient. .of oppofition. Their fuccefs “; gﬂeﬂ'

canmn b Lo e et

" the character of the individual, would miferably mifapply his efs

forts, if he. principally fought to effe@ this purpofe by the opera~
tions of heat and cold, drynefs and moifture upon the animal
frame. ‘The true inftruments of moral influence, ara defire and.
averfion, punithment and rewatd, the exhibition of general
truth, and the development of thofe. punithments and- rewards,
which wifdom and error by the very nature of the thing can.
{tantly bring along with them: - = :

___ﬂmﬂ_‘_

1? A R '1~' S | v
OI‘ NATIONAL CHARACTERS’

anRAC'rBR OF THE pnmsrnoom—-m.n NATIONS CAPABLE
oF EIBERTY:—THE ASSERTION ILLUSTRATED.—EXPERI-
ENCE FAVOURS THESE REASONINGS.—MF.ANS OF INTRO-
" PUCING LIBERTY. ' e e T

S is the character of the individial, {6 may we expe& to find
A it with nations and great bodies of men. . The operanons
of law and pohtlcal inftitution will be nnportant and mtereﬁmg,
the operations of climate trxﬂmg and unworthy of notlce. Thus
there are partlcular profeﬁions, “fuch’ as that"of the pneﬁhood
‘which muft always operate to the produ&mn of a: parncular
'chara&er. )

poo ' h ‘Pﬁeﬁs

swith mankind depends upon the opinion of their fuperior inno-
cence ; -they. will therefore be particularly anxions about appeac-
ances, their deportment. will be grave and their manners formal..

The frank and ingenuous. fallies of mind they will be obhged to
fupprefs ; the errors and 1rregular1nes fnfo which they may be:
drawn they will be ftudious to conceal, TFhey are obliged:at fet
intervals to -affume the exterior of an ardent devotion ; but it is
1mpoﬁible that this fliould at all. times be free from occafional
coldnefs and diftra&tion, - Their- 1mportance is connected with
their real or fuppofed’ mental fupenonty over the reft of mankind j,

they muft therefore be patrons of prejudlce and implicit faithi,

' Their profpent} depends upon the: recepuon of paiticular opinions

in the world; they ‘muft therefore be enemies to freedom of en--
qun-y, rhey mn{’c Have a bias upon then‘ minds 1mpreﬁ'ed by
fomethmg ‘different from thie force of evidence. - Particular moral-
caufes may in fome 1nﬂances limit, perhaps-fuperfede the in--
ﬂuence of general ones, and render fome imen fuperxor to the:

chara&er of their prefefﬁon but, excluﬁvely of fuch’ e‘cceptlons,.

' pneﬁs of all rcllglons of all chmates and of all ages will have a

ﬁnkmg fimilarity of manners and. difpofition. In the fame man-
ner we may reft affured that free men in whatever country will

be ﬁrm, vigorous. and fpmted in proportlon to thelr freedom, and

.' that vaﬁ'als and ﬂaves will be ignorant, fervsle and unprin-

clpled
* The
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‘The truth of this axiom has indecd been pretty univerfally
admitted; but it has been’ afﬁrmed to be © impoflible to eftablith a

free government in certam warm and effeminate climates,” To-

enable us to judge of the reafonablenefs . of this affirmation,” let

s confider what procefs would be neceflary in order to intro-

duce a free government into any coumry.

The anfwer to this que{hon is to_be found in the anfwer to

that other, whether freedom have any real “and folid advan—

. tages over flavery ¢ ? Ifi it have, then our, mode of proceeding re-

{peting it ought to be exadtly p'\rallel to that we fhould em-
ploy in recommending any other benefit. If I would perfuade
a man to accept a great eftate, fuppofing that poﬂ’eﬂion to bea
real advantage; if T would induce him to felect for his com—

panion a beautiful and accomph{hed woman, or for his frlend -

a wife, a brave and difinterefted man; if I would perfuade him
to prefer eafe to pain, and gratlﬁcatxon to torture, What more 1s
neceffary, than that I fhould inform his underﬁandmg, and make
him fee thefe things in their true and genvine colours? Should
I find it neceffary to enquire firft of what climate he was 3
native, and whether that were favomable to the poﬁ'eﬂion of
a great eftate, a“fine woman, or a generous fnend?

The advmtages of liberty over ﬂavery are not lefs real, though
unfortunately they are lefs palpable, than in the cafes juft enu-

‘merated. Every mar has a_confufed fenfe of thefe advantages, .

But he has been taught to believe that men would tear each
other to pieces, if they had not- priefts” to dire@ their “con-
fciences,
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fciences, and lords to confult for their fubfiftence, and kings to

litical ocean. But whether they be mifled by thele or other pre-
judices, whatever be the fancied terror that induces them L quietly

_to fubmit to have their hands bound behind them, and the.

fcourge vibrated over their heads, all thefe are queﬁmns of rea-
{fon. Truth may be prefented t them in fuch irrefiftible evi-
dence, perhaps by fuch juft degrees familiarifed to their ap-
prehenfion,. as ultimately to conquer the moft obftinate pre-
poffeflions. Let the prefs find its way into Perfia or Indoftan,
Jet the political truths difcovered by the beft of the Furopean
fages be transfufed ino their language, and it is impoflible that

_ a few folitary converts:fhould not be. made. It is the property

of truth to fpread; and; excluf” vely of great national convul-
fions, its advocates. in- each fucceedxng age will be fomewhat
more numerous than in that which went before. The caufes,
wh:ch fu(pend its progrefs, arife, not from chmate, but from the.

watchful and intolerant Jealoufy of defponc fovereigns.

Let us fuppofe then that the ‘majority of 2 nation by How- The alfestion
vitrated..

ever flow a progrefs are- convinced of the defirablenefs, or, which
amounts to the fime, the pradticability of freedom. The fup-

poﬁtlon would be parallel, if we were to imagine ten. thoufand

‘men of found mtelle& fliut up in a madhoufe, and fuperintended

by a fet of three or four keepers, Hitherto they have been per-

funded, for what abfurdity has been too great. for human mtelle&

s

.
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fteer them in fafety through the inexplicable dangers of the po~ ‘“——v—r

61

BOOK I.

A e e P

il )




64

BOOK 1.
CHAP.VIIL,

CF N.A"TI'ONAL

to entertain? that they were dc.fhtute of reafon, and that the

‘—— fuperintendence under which ‘they were placed”was neee[Tary

for their prefervation. They have thercfore fubmitted to whips:
and flraw and bread and water, and perhaps imagined this ty-’

fanny to be a bleffing. But a fufpicion is at length by fome
means propagated among them, that all they have h:therto en-
dured has been an-impofition. The fufpicion fpreads, they. re-
‘ﬂe& they reafon, the idea is communicated from oné to another
through the chinks of their cells, and at certain’ times’ when the
v:gxlzmce of their keepers has not precluded them from the plea~
fures of mutual focnety It becomes the clear perceptlon, the fet-

tled pe'fuaﬁon of the ma_lonty of the perfons conhned

\Vhat will be the confequcnce of this oplmon? Wil the i in-
fluence of climate prevent them from embracing the ‘obvious
means of their happinefs? Is there any human underﬁandmg
that will not perceive a truth like this, when forc1b1y and re-
peatedly prefented? s there a mind that will conceive no in-
dignation at fo homble a tyranny ? In reality the chains fall off

of themfelves, when the magic of opmlon is dlﬂ'olved When a

' great majority of any fociety are perfuaded to fecure’ any benefit

10 themfelves, there is no need of tumult or violence to effet 1t.
_The cffort would be to refift reqfon, not to obey it. ' The pri
foners are colleCted in thelr cornmon hall, and the keepers in-
form them that it 1s time to return to their cells.” They have
'no longer the power to obey. They look at the impotence of

their
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their late mafters, and {mile at their prefumption. They quietly
leave the manfion where they__were_ ‘hitherto immured, and par-
take of the bleflings of light and air like other men. o

Let us compsue this theory with the hlftory of mankind.

03

BOOK. 1,
CHAP.VIIL.
- v‘ .—

niy Experence
favours thele

the theory be true, we may. e\pe& to find the inhabitants .of reafonings.

nelghbounng provinces in * different ftates, \Vldely difcriminated
by the influence of government, and little -affimilated by refem-
blance . of climate. . _Thus -the Gafeons are the gayeft people
in all France, but the moment we. pafs ‘the Pyrenees, we
ﬁnd the feuous and faturnme chara&er of the Spamard Thus

the Athemans were lwely, penetratmg and ingenious, but the

- ‘Thebans unpohﬂled, phlegmatlc and dull.—Tt would be reafon-

able to expe& that different races of men, mtermlxed with each
other, but differently governed would aﬁ'ord a Pcrong and vifible
contraft, . Thus the Turks are braVe, open and ﬁncere, but the
modern Greeks mean, cowardly and decenful —\Vandenng tribes
¢lofely connetted among themfelves, and havmg little fympathy'
with the people with whom they refide, may be expe&ed to have
great fimilarity of manners. Their fituation renders them con-~
{picuotis, the faults. of mdnnduals reflet dlﬂlOD.OUI' upon the whole,
and their manners will be partxcularly fober md reputable, unlefs
they {hould happen to labour under fo pecuhar an odium as to
render all endeavour after reputation fruitlefs. Thus the Armenl-
ans in the Eaft are as univerfally diftinguithed among the nations
with whom they refide, as the Jews in Etli'oj)e; bot: the Arme-

K nians
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nians are as s much noted for probzty, asthe Jews for extortlon.

What refemblance is there between the 'mclent and ‘the modern

Greeks, between the old Romans and the prefent inhabitants of

 ltaly, betvveen the Gauls and the French? Diodorus Siculus de-

feribes the Gauls as parttcularly gwcn to tactturnlty, and Anﬁotle

affirms that they are the only wathke nation who are" neghgent'

of women.

Cy o
If on the contrary chmate were pnnclpally concerned in form-

‘ing the chara&ers of natiotis, we mlght e:tpe& to find’ heat and

cold producmg an ettraordmary eEeét upon men, as they do
upon plants and mfenor anunals. 'But the reverfe of this ap-
pears to be the fadt. Is it fuppofed “that the nelghbourhood of
the fun renders men gay, fantafhc and 1ngenlous? While the
French, the Greeks and the Perﬁans have .been remarkable for
their gaiety, the Spammds, the Turks and the Chinefe -are fiot
Tefs dxf’tmgm{hed by the i'enou['nefs of their deportment‘. "k was
the oplnlon of the anclents that the northern nations were in<
capable of civilifation and lmprovement but the moderns have
found that the Enghfh are not inferior in- hterary eminence to
any natlon in the world. . Is 1t aﬁ'erted that the northern na-
tions are more hardy and courageou "and that conqueﬁ: has
ufually travelled from that to the oppoﬁte quarter? It would
have been truer to fay that conque[’e is ufually made by poverty
upon plenty The Turks who from the’ deferts of Tartary in-
vaded the fertile provinces of the Roman cmpire, met the Sara-

cens
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cens half way, who were advancing with fimilar views from the

no lefs dreary deferts of Arabia. In their extreme perhaps heat

and cold may determine the charatters of nations, of the negroes
- Not
but that in this very ‘inftance .much:may be afcribed -to the

for example on one fide and the Laplanders on the other.

wretchednefs of a fterile climate.on'the one hand, and to the in-
dolence confcquent‘upon"a_tfpcjntaneous fertili-t)'r-o'n ‘the other.
As to what is_more than' this, the remedy has not yet been- dif-
covered. Ph)f'ﬁlcal caufes have already appeared to be Vnowerful,
till noral ones can be brought into operation,”
“Has it been aliedget_l .that ' carnivorous nations are  endowed
with the greateft courage? 'The' Swedes, whofe nutriment is
mcagre ‘and- fpanng, have ranked with- the moﬂ: dtﬂzmgu:{hed
modern nations in the operattons of war, g

It is ufually faid, that northern nations are moft addicted to
wine, and fouthérn to women. Admitting this obfervation in its
full force, it would only nro\fe that climate may operate upon
the ‘groffer particles of eur frame, not that it influences thofe
finer organs upon which the operations of intelle&t depend, But
the truth of the firft of thefe remarks may well be doubted, The
Greeks appear to have been fufficiently addicted to the pleafures
of the bottle, Among the Perfians no chara@er was more co-
veted than that of 2 hard dnnker. Tt is eafy to obtain any thing

K 2 ‘ | of
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of the negrocs, even their wives and childrven,’ in extchange - for

liquor.

As to women the circumftance may be accounted for from
moral caufes.” The heat of the climate obliges both fexes to go
half naked, The animal arrives fooner at maturity in ‘hot coun-
tries.. And both thefe circcumftances produce vigilance and jea--

loufy, caufes which inevitably tend to inflame the paffions %, . . .,

The refult of thefe reafonings-is of the utmoft importance to-
him who fpeculates upon principles of government.. It is of little:

confequence what difcoveries may be made in moral and political:

{cience,. if, when.we have afcertamed moi’c accurately what are:
y- Y

the intelle&tual reqmﬁtes that lead to w1fdom and virtue, a blind"
and capricious pr1nc1ple is to intrude itfelf, and taint all our. con~-
clufions.. Accordingly there have been writers on the fubje& of.
government, who, admitting, and- even occafionally declaiming:
with enthufiafm upon the advantages of liberty and the equal
¢laims of mankind to- every {ocial- benefit, have yet ;:oncluded:
that the corruptions of defpotifm and the ufurpatlons of arifto--
cracy were congenial to certain ages and divifions of the world

and under proper limitations entitled to our approbatios..

T The ma]onty of mﬁances in the three precedmg pages are taken from:
Hume’s Effay on National Chamélcrs, where this fu‘oje& is treated with much:
ability. Effays, Vol. I, Part I, Effay xxi.. i

But
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But this hypothefis will be found incapable ‘of holding out BOOKL

againft a moment’s ferious refletion. Can there be any ftate of ‘—u—v

nankind that renders them “incapable of the exercife of reafon ?
Can there be a peribd in which it is neceflary to hold the human
fpecies in a condition of pupillage? If there be, it feems but
reafonable that their fuperintendents and guardians, as in the cafe
of infants of another fort, fhould provide for the means of their
fubfiftence without calling upon them for the exertions of manual
induftry. "Wherever men are competent to look the firlt duties
of humanity in the face, and to provide for their defence againft
the invafions of hunger and the inclemencies of the fky, there
they will out of all doubt be found equally capable of every other -
exertion that may be neceflary to their. fecurity and welfare..
Prefent to them a conftitution which fhall:put them into a fimple

and intelligible method’ of directing their own affairs, adjudg--
ing their contefts among themfelves, and cherifhing in. their

bofoms a manly fenfe of dignity, equality and independence,
and you need not doubt that. profperity and virtue will be the.

refult.. -

The real enemies of liberty in-any country are not the peo--

ple, but thofe higher- orders who profit by a contrary fyftem, .

- Infufe juft views of fociety into a certain number of the liberally .

educated and refle@ting members; give to the people guides and :

inftruétors ; and the bufinefs is- done. This however is not to -

be accomplifhed. but in a gradual manner, as will .more fully. -
4. : appear -
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ROOX 1. sear it fequel, The error lies, not in tolerating the worft
CoAD AL appear in the feque 1e error lies, n ating the

‘—— forms of government for a time, but in {uppofing a change im-

~

o . CHAP VIIL

eyl R s 5 s s

pradticable, and not inceffantly looking “forward to its accom- £

plifhment, OF THE OB]ECTIOV TO THESE PRI\TCIPLES FROM

THE INFLUI‘.NCE OF LUXURY

THE OBJECTION STATED.—SOURCE OF THIS OBJECTION.—

REFUTED FROM MUTABILITY—FROM MO}iTALIT_Y———FRou

' §YMPATHY-—FROM THE NATURE OF TRUTH,—THE PRO-
BABILITY OF PERSEVERANCE CONSIDERED.

HERE is another propofition relative to the fubje&t, ook 1.

CHAP. VIIL.
which is lefs to be confidered as an affertion dlﬁm& in w———
The objec-
itfelf, than as a particular branch of that which has _]uﬂ: been  tion fated.

PRI S A—

difcuffed ; I-mean the propofition which affixms, * that nations like

individuals are fabje to the’ phenomena of youth and old age,
and that, when a people by luxury ‘and depravation of manners

have funk into’ decrepitude, it-is not in the power of legiflation ;
to reftore them to vigour and innocence.”

This idea has partly been founded upon the romantic notions fﬁ}‘iﬁ%‘;’o‘;{"'“ )
of pa{toral life ‘and the golden age. Innocence is not virtue,
"Virtue demands the a&ive employment of an ardent mind in
‘the promotion of the general good No man can be eminently
virtuous, who is not accuftomed to an extenfive range of reflec-
fion. He muft fee all the benefits to arife from a difinterefted

CHAPD.. proceed-
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C??\?}K l1i proceeding, and muft underftand the proper method of producing

‘e thole benefits. Ignorance, the flothful habits and limited views
of uncultivated life have not in them more of true virtue, though
thcy may be more harmlefs, than luxury vanity and extrava-
gance. Individuals of exquifite feeling, whofe dlfguﬂ: has been
excited by the hardened felfithnefs or the unbluthing corruptlon
which have prevailed in their own times, have recurred in
jmagination to the forefts of Norway or the bleak and uncoms
fortable nghlands of Scotland in fearch of a purer race of man-
kind, 'This imagination has been the offspring of dlfappo}nt-
ment, not the dl&ate of reafon and philofophj. '

T may be true, that ignorance is nearer than prejudice to ‘the
reception of wifdom, and that the abfence of virtue is a con-
dition more hopeful than the prefence of its oppofite. In this
cafe it would have been _]u{ler to compare a nation funk in
luxury, to an. individual with confirmed habits of wrong, than
to an’ individual whom a debilitated conflitution was bringing
fat to the grave. But neither would that- comparifon have
been fair and equitable,

-

The condition’ of nations is. more ﬂu&uaUng, and will be
found lefs obftinate in its reﬁﬁance to a confiftent endeavour for

Refuted from
mutability-:

their improvement, than that of individuals. In nations fome

_of their members will be lefs conﬁrmed in_error than others.

A certain number will ‘be only in.a very fmall degree indifpofed
to
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to liften to the voice of truth.  “This number will perpetually
CHAP. VL.

increafe. Every ne
'y new convert will be the means of converting “———-

others. In proportion as the body of difciples is augmented the
modes of attack upon the prejudices of others will be varied, and
fuited to the variety of men’s tempers and prepofleflions, -

'f-i

-Add to this that generatlons of men are perpetually gomg off frumnwrta-
the ftage, while “other generatlons fucceed. The next . gene- ey

ration will not have fo ‘many prejudices to- fubdue, *Suppofe a

defpotic nation by fome revolution in its affairs to become pof-
fefled of ‘a free conftitution. The childrén of the prefent race
will be bred in more firm and independent habits of thinking;
the fupplenefs, th_e-timidity and the vicious dexterity of. thei;
fathers will give place to an-ere€t mien, and a clear and decifive
judgment. The partial and imperfeél: chaoge of character which
was introduced at firft, will in the fucceeding age become more -
unalloyed and complete. _. :

Laftly,. the power of focial inftitutions cllang'ing the chara@ter gon¢
i ) i i rom: lyinpa-
of nations is very different from and infinitely greater than any ™° ™

- power which can ordinarily be brought to bear upon a folitary

individual, Large bodies of men, when once they have been en-

-lightened and perfuaded, a& with more-vigour than folitary in-

dmduals. They animate the mutual exertions of -each other
3
and the umted forces of example and fhame urge them to per-

feverance. 'The cafe is not:of that cuflomary fort where the

L power
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" from the na-
ture of truth.
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OF THE INFLUENCE

power of reafon only is tried in curing any perfon of his errors;
but is as if he fhould be placed in an entirely new fituation.
His habits are broken through,” and his motives' of action
changed, Inftead of being perpetually recalled to vicious prac-
tices by the recurrence of his former connefltions, the : whole
fociety receives an impulfe from the fame caufe that acts upon
any individual, New ideas. are fuggefted, and the: furprife of

novelty confpires with the approbation of truth-to prevent men

- from falling back into imbecility and languor. ..o nt

T P

The queftion majr in reality be reduced to an-enquiry, whe-

ther the human’ underftanding ‘can be made- the recipient of
truth, whether it be poffible for an effort fo- ftrenuous to exift

as to make men"aware of their true mtereﬂs. :Forlet this be
granted, and the confequence’ is inevitable. It has already fufe
ficiently appeared, that whatever is "politically nght or pohncwﬂy
wrong, muft be in all cafes of no trivial confequence to the wel-

fare of mankind, Monarchy for example will by all men be

acknowledged to be attended with’ many difadvantages. - Tt alts.

upon ‘infufficient and’ partial information, it gencrates intrigue,
corruption, adulation and fervility, 1f-it could be proved that

it produced no advantages in “equal propornon, and that its

abolition would not lead to mifchief, anmchy and dlforder IS-

there a nation upon the face of the earth to whom thefe propoﬁ- :

tions were rendered palpable, that would ‘eridure t6 fubmit to it?

Is there a nation upon the ‘face of the earth, that would fubsit

7 _ " _to_
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... .. OF LUXURY..

to the impofitions of its adminiftration, the wars ‘it occafions,
and the lavifh revenues by which it is maintained, if they knew
it to be merely an-excrefcence and a difeafe in the order of

fociety 2 _ :;

But it has been- ﬁu‘ther aliedged that, even fhould a fuxuriots
nation be prompted by intolerable grievances.and notorious
ufurpation to- affert the juft principles of human fogietjr, they
would be unable to perpetuate them, and would foon be led

back by their evil habits to their former vices and corruption:

. that is, they would be capable of the heroic energy that thould

expel the ufurper, but not of the moderate refolution that fhould
prevent his return. They would roufe themfelves fo far from

their lethargy as to affume a new charaCer and enter into dif-

. ferent views; but, after having for fome time adted vpon their

convictions, they would fuddenly become incapable of under-

ftanding the truth of their principles and feeling their influence.

‘Men always aét upon their apprehenfions of preferablenefs,
"There are few errors of which they are guilty, which may not
be refolved into a narrow and inadequate view of the alternative

prefented for their choice. Prefent pleafure may appear more

* certain and eligible than diftant good. But they never choofe evil

as i\pprellended to be evil, Wherever a clear and unanfiverable

“notion of any fubje is prefented to their view, a correfpondent

adtion or courfe of ations inevitably follows. Having thus gained

L 2 ' . one
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The proba.
tility of per-
feverance .
conlidered.
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BOOK I. one ftep in the acquifition of truth, it cannot eafily be conceived AN % ,
CHA . .
“—— of as loft, A body of men, having deteCted the injurious con- , _ . ]
fequences of an evil under which théy have long laboured, and E N Q U I R Y . o : . g

having fhaken it off; will fcarcely voluntarily reftore the mifchief
they have annihilated.. Nothing can reconcﬂe them to the- re-
vival of faifhood, which does not obhterate their prefent COn=
viction of truth. :

CONCERNING

POLITICAL JUSTICE

BOOK IL

PRINCIPLES OF .SQCIETY.

CHAP. I-

INTRODUCTION

1

RIS A TE. o b sy TS

NATURE OF THE ENQUIRY-—MODE OF PURSUING 1T.~DI§~

AT

Vi

TINCTION BETWEEN SOCIETY AND GOVERNMENT.

4

MR. Locke begins his celebrated Treatife of Government poox 11,

. : s . . CHAP. 1.
with a refutation of the patriarchal {fcheme of fir Robert -

Natureof th
- - - : t
Filmer ; and, having thus cleared his ground, proceeds to obferve, enit‘lttllirr;?. w
that * he, that will not give juft occafion to think that all go-

vernment in the world is the product only of force and violence,

and that men live together by no other ruies but that of beafls,

muft

i
e e,
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BOOX IL.
CHAP. 1.
e

Mode of pur-
fuing it.

PRINCIPLES

muft of neceflity find out another rife of govemment, and
another original of political power *. Accordingly he proceeds
through the greater part of his treatife to reafon abftra&tedly
upon the probable h!ﬁory of the e'u'ly ages of mankind, and
concludes that no legitunate_ government could be built upon

any other foundation than that of an original contract,

It is to be fufpedted that this great man, friend as he was to
the liberty and the interefts of mankind, intrepid and fagacious
in his fearch after truth, has been guilty of an overfight in the
firft ftep of the inveftigation.

There are fwo modes, according to which we may enquire

into the origin of fociety and government. We may cither

.examine them hiftorically, that is, confider in what manner they

have or ought to have begun, as Mr. Locke has done; or we
may esamine them philofophically, that is; confider the moral
prmc:ples upon which they depend. The firlt of thefe fubje&s
is not without its ufe; but the fecond is of a higher order and
more cflential importance. The firft is a queftion of form ; the
fecond of fubﬁance. It would be of trivial confequence’practi-

ally conﬁdeled from what fource any form of fociety flowed,

juftice, -

% Book II. Chap. 1. § 1.

-nd by what mode its principles were fan@tioned, could we be.

-

-always. fecure of their conformity to _ the dlﬁates of truth and- :

;j.
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OrF SOCIETY,

It is farther neceffary before we enter upon the 'fubjc& care-
" fully to diftinguith between foc1ety and government.. Men af-
fociated at firft for the fake of mutnal affiftance. They did not
forefee that any reftraint would be neceflary, to regulate the con-
duct of individual members of the fociety,’towards cach other,

or towards the whole.. The neceflity of refﬁﬁint grew out of the

errors and perverfenefs of a few.. An acute wrlter has expreﬂ'ed
this 1dea with pecuhar felicity. e Socnety and government ” fl)rs_
hc, « are different in themfelves and h‘ ve different orlgms

Soczety is produced by « ou1 wants, and govermnent by our w1cL- ‘

ednefs. " Society is in every flate a blefﬁng government even.
in its beft ﬁate but a. neceffary evﬂ ® )

#-Common Senfe; p. 1. .
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Conneftion
of politicsand

- morals,

Extent and
meaning of
juftice.
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CHAPDP IL 2o

OF JUSTICE
CONNECTION OF POLITICS AND MORALS.-—-—EXTENT AND

BIEANING OF JUSTICE.'—"SUBJECT OF JUSTICE‘ LIAN-
KIND.—ITS DISTRIBUTION l\iEASU'RED BY THE CAP:\CITY
OF ITS SUB]ECT—""BY HIS USEFULNESS-——F:\MILY AFFEC-
TION CQNSIDBRBD.'—"GRATITUDE CONSIDERED-—"OBJEC-
TIONS: FROM IGNORANCE-——FRO}! UTI"ITY.—*‘AN EX—
CEPTION " STATED.—DEGREES OF _J.USTICE.-—APPLICA—

TION;——IDEA -OF POL;ITICAL ]USTI(EE.

ROM twhat has been faid it appears, that the fubje& of
the prefent enquiry is ftrictly fpeaking a department of
the fcience of morals. - Morality is the fource from which its
fundamental axioms muft be drawn, and- they will be made

fomewhat clearer in the prefent inftance, if we affame the term

- juftice as a general appellation for all moral duty.

That this appellation is fufficiently exprefﬁve of the fubje&
if we confider for a moment mercy, gratitude, tem-

or any of thofe dutles which in loofer fpeakmg are con-~

will appear,

perance,
tradiftinguifhed from _]u{hce. ‘Why thould I pardon this criminal,

remuneraie
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remunerate this favour,. abftain from this indulgence? If it

3

BOOK II.
CHAP. IL

partake of the nature of moraht), it muft be either right or-“~——~—’

wrong, juft or unjuft. It muft tend to the benefit of the inz
dividual, either without intrenching upon, or with aftual advan-
tage to the mafs of individuals. Either wéy it benefits the whdle,
becaufe individuals are parts of the whole. Therefore to do it
is _]u& and to forbear it is unjuft. If _]uﬁlce have any meamng,
it is juft that I fhould contribute every thing in - my power to the

bt_:_neﬁt_c of the whole,

Conﬁderable light w11l probably be thrown upon our mve{h-
‘gation, if; quitting for the prefent the political view, we examine

Jjuftice’merely as it exifts among individuals. Juftice is a rule of

Sul::_;e& of
jaflice : man-
kind,

condud originating in the.conne@ion of one percipient being

with another, A compxjehexif__ive maxim which has been laid
down upon the fubject is,  that vre fhould love our neighbour

as ourlelves.”. But this' maxim, though poffeffing confiderable

merit as a popular principle, is not modelled with- the ftri@tnefs

of philofophical accuracy.

In a Ioofe and general view 1 and fny neighbour are both of

Its diftribu- '

- tron mea-

us men ; and of confequence entitled to equal attention. But in
reahty it is probable ‘that one of usis a bemg of more worth
and 1mportance than the other.- A man’is "of ‘more woith than
a beaft ; becaufe, being poﬂ‘eﬂ‘ed of htgher ﬁcultles, he is capable
of a more reﬁned and genuine happinefs. In the fame manner

M S the

fured by the
capacity of
its fubjuct 2
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by his ufeful-
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OF JUSTICE

the ilufiious archbifhop of Cambray. was of more worth tham

his chambermaid, and there.are few: of us that would hefitate.
- . ¥ ind

to pronounce, if his palace were mr flames, and the life of only

one of them could be preferved wh:ch of the two ought to ba.

preferred.

But there is- another ground of preference, befide" the private’
confideration of one. of them being farther removed from the
ftate of 2 mere animal. We are not connefted-with one or fivo
percipient beings, but with a fociety,. a nation, and in fome
fenfe with the whole family of mankind, Of confequence that
life ought to be preferred which will.be moft conducive to the
general good. In faving the life of Fenelon; fuppofe at the mo-

ment when he was conceiving the proje& of his immortal Tes

- Jemachus, I fhouild be promoting the- benefit of thoufands, who

have been cured by the perufal of it of fome error, vice and con-=
fequent unhappinefs. Nay, my benefit would extend farther

than this, for every individual thus. ciived has become a bettex

member of {ociety, and has contributed in his turn. to the haps

pinefs, the information and improvement of others,

Suppoﬁngl had been myfelf the chambermald I ought to
have chofen to die, rather'than that Fenelon ‘thould have died.
The life of Fenelon was really preferable to that of the chamber.-
maid, But underﬁandmg 1is the -faculty that perceives the truth

of this and ﬁmﬂar propoﬁuons ; and juftice is the principle that
X - _ regulates

i
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OF JUSTICE

yegulates my conduct accordingly.

the chambermaid to have preferred the archbithop to herfelf,
"To have done otherwife would have been a breach of juftice.

Suppoﬁug the chambermaid had been my w:fe, my mcther

83

It would have been juft in BOOKII,

CHAP, 1L
——

I‘aml..' affuc-
tion confi-

or my benefaCtor. This would not alter the truth of the pro- dercd.

pofiion. The fife of Fenelon would ftill be more valuable than
that of the chambermaid ; and juftice, pure, ﬁnadulteratéd jultice,
wtqulv'd ftill have preferred that which’ was moft valuable. Juttice
would have tanght me to fave the life-of Fenelon at the expence
of the other, What magic is there in the pronoun my,”’ to
overturn fhe”dec'iﬁons of everlafting truth? My wife or my

mother may be a fool or a profhtute, malicious, lymg or- dlfhoncﬁ "

If they be, of what confequence is it that they -are mme ?

“ % But my ‘mother endured for ‘me -the pains of child _bcaﬁng,
and nourifhed me in the helpleffnefs of infancy.” When fhe firlt
fubjected herfelf to the neceﬂity of thefe cares, fhe was probably

mﬂuenced by no partlcular motives of benevolence to her future

: oﬂ'sprmg Every voluntary | beneﬁt however entitles the beftower

to fome kmdnefq and retrlbunon. Becaufe a

But why fo?
vohmtary ‘benefit is an evidence of benevolent 1ntent10n, that is,

of virtwe, It is the difpofition of the .mind, not the external

action, that entitles to refpe@. But the merit of this difpoﬁtion-

is equal; whetheér the benéfit was conferred upon me or- upon
another, -

M 2
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Gratitude
confidered, -
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Objellions:-

from igno-
rance :

‘e time both better and worfe than his ncighbour.

OF JUSTICE

BOOR 11, our own mdwxdual benefactor, for no man can be at the fame:

My benefadtor-
eught to be cfteemed, not becaufe- he beftowed a benefit upon
me, but becaufe: he beftowed it upon a human being.. His de--
fert will be in exad proportion to the degree;. in which that
human being “was worthy, of the diftinQtion conferred. Thus.

every view of the fubje& brings us back to the confideration.of my-

neighbour’s moral worth and his importance to ‘the general weal,,

. as the only ftandard to determine the treatment to which ‘he is-

entitled. Gratitude therefore, a principle which has.fo often been.
the theme of the moralift and the poet, is no part either of juftice:
or virtue. By gratitude I underftand a fentiment, which would.
Jead me to prefer one man, to.another, from .fome . other con-
fideration than that of his fupenor ufefulnefs or worth:. -that is,
which would make {omething true to me (for e:\ample this pre-
ferablenefs), which cannot be.true to another man, and is not

true in itfelf ¥,

It may be obje&ed « that my re]atxon, my companlon, or my'
benefactor will of cour('e in many inflances obtain an uncommon:
poruon of my regard: for, not bemg umverfally capab!e of dlf‘

cr1m1nat1ng the comparative worth of different’ men, I fhall i m-

ev1tably judge moft favourably of him, of whafe virtues T have- _
received the moft unqneﬁlonable proofs and thus fhall be com-'

* This argument- refpe&mg gratitude is ftated with great clearnefsin an Eﬂ'ay:

on the Nature of True Virtue, by the Rev. Jonathan Edwards, 32mo. Dilly.
6 pelled.

=
Z
F
fr s
Tae
sy
kS
%
._5-_
LAY
i@
:
g
=
=
i
%
&
'
=t
I3

[
v
EH
Bl

A

A AT WS T s st e
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8s

pelled to prefer the man of moral worth whom I know, to EOOKIL

CHAPR. 1.

another who may poflefs, unknown. to. me, an eflential fupe~ “~———

riority.”

This compulfion however is founded only in. the prefent im-
perfection of human. nature.. It may ferve.as.an apology for
my error, but- can never turn: error into.truth: It will always
remain contrary to.the- firit and inflexible decifions of juftice.

The difficulty of conceiving. this is owing merely to our con-

founding the difpofition from. which. an. action is "chofen, with.

the attion. itfelf.. "The: difpofition,; that:would prefer. virtue. to

vice and a greater degree: of virtue. to: a. lefs, is undoubtedly. a.

" {ubjet of approbation ; the erroneous exercile of this difpofition

by which a wrong obje&t is._.felééfted-, if unavoidable, is to.be de-
plored; but can by no colouring and: under no denomination be

converted.into.right*.. - T . ... .0

~ It:may in~ the- fécond'«pléée‘ be- objetted, “ tl-l_at‘a- mutual

commerce of benefits tends to. increafe the mafs of beﬁevolent

from utility.

acion, and that to. increafe. the- mafs of benevolent action is to .

contribute to the general good” Indeed! Is the general good

~ promoted by 'fallhood,'_by treating 2 man of one degree of worth, -

"as if he had ten times that worth? ‘or as if he were in any de-

gree different from :what ‘he really is? : Would not the moft

benéficial : confequences refult from a dlﬁ'erent plan; from my

» Sgc this fubjc&‘more éopiouﬂy tréated in the followmg chapter.

h _ conftantly
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BOOKIL. conftantly and carefully enquiring into the deferts of all thofe

CH:AP L

C— wwith-whom ] am connefted, and from their being fure, after 2

certain allowance for the fallibility of human judgment, of being

treated by me exally as they deferved? Who can tell what

AAn exception
ftuted, |

would be the efe@s -of fuch a -plan -of ‘condud univerfally

adopted ?

. “Therc Teems to be more truth in the argument, derived chiefly.
from the unequal diftribution of property, in favour of my pro-
viding in o'x"'d'mary cafes for my wife .and children, my brothers
and rélations, before I provide for ftrangers. As ‘long as pro-
for individuals belongs to individuals, it feems as if there
certain diftribution of the clafs needing fuperintendence
the: clafs affording it, that each :man may
efource. - - But this argument, if admitted at’

viding

rauft be a
and fupply among

have his cldim and ¥
all, is to be admitted with great cantion. It belongs only to or-

dinary cafes; and cafes of a higher order or a more urgent

" neceffity will —pe_il'*pc-ttlally oceur,

- meafuring out the

. money in particular,

Degrees of
f,u!licc.

in competition with which thefe
will be altogether impotent.” We muft be feverely fcrupulous in
quantity of fupply; and, with refpet to
muft remember how little is yet underftood-

of the true mode of employing it for the public benefit. "

onfidered the perfons with whom juftice is conver-;

Having ¢
t enquire into the degree in which we are obliged:

fant, let us nex

to confult the good of others. And.-here 1-fay, that it is juft
-I ' that
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that I thould do_all the good in my power. Does any perfon BOOKIL

CHAP.LL -

.in diftrefs apply to me for relief? It is my duty to grant it, “———
and I commit a breach of duty in refufing. If this principle b;

"not of univerfal application, it is becaufe, in conferring a benefit

upon an individua!,. I may in fome inftances infliGt-an injl.;ry

of {uperior magnitude upon myfelf or fociety. Now the fame

juftice, that binds me to any individual of my fellow men, binds

me to the whole. If, while I confer a benefit upon one man, it
)it

. . . ll‘—l -
‘appear, in ftriking an equitable balance, that I am. injuring the

whole, my ation cea_fes to be right and becomes: abfolutely
wrong. But how much-am I bound to do for the general weal,
that is, for the benefit' of the individuals of whom the whole is.

compofed? -Every thing in my power. What to the negle& of

the means of my own-exiftence ?+ Noj; for I am-myfelf a part

of the. _wliplé. Befide, it will rarely. happen but that” the pro-
je& of doing for others every thing in my power, will demard

for-its. execution the prefervation of my own exiftence; or in

- other words, it will'rarely happen ‘but that I can.do more good

in twenty years than in one. If the cxtraordinary-. cafe thould
occur in which‘I can promote the general good by my death,
more than: by my-life; juftiee-requires. that I. fhould be content
to die. In all-other ca&s, it is juft that I fhould: be careful to

maintain my body and my mind- in- the utmoft vigour, and in

the beft condition for fervice %,.

* Vide Appendix to this chapter, No.I. .
I wilk
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OF JUSTICE

I will ﬁnppofc for- example that it is right for one man to
poficfs a greater portion of property than another, either as’ the
fraic of his induftry, or the inheritance of his anceftors. Juftice
obliges him to regard this property as a truft, and ‘calls :upon

liim maturely to confider in what manner it. may belt be em-

ployed for the increafe of liberty, knowledge-and virtue. - He

has no right to difpofe of a fhilling of it at the will of his caprice.
So far from being entitled to well earned applaufe for having
employed fome fcanty pittance in the fervice of philanthropy,
he is in the eye of juftice a delinquent if he withhold any portion

from that fervice. Nothing can be more mcontrovertible. Could

.that portion have been better or more worthily emp_loyt_zd_? That

it could is implied in the very terms of the propoﬁtion. Then it

“was juft it fhould have been fo employed. ——In the fame manner
“as my property, I hold my perfon as a truft in behalf of man-

kind. Iam bound to emp!oy my talents, my undexﬁandmg, my -

ftrength and my time for the produ&non of the greatef’c quantity
of general good. Such are the declarauons of juflice, fo gieat

is the extent of my duty.

If it be juft that I fhould confer a
benefit, it is juft that another man fhould receive it, and, if I

But juftice is reciprocal.

withhold from him that to which he is entitled, he may juftly
complain, My neighbour is inwant of ten pounds that I can

fpare. There is no law of political inftitution that has been made |

to reach this cafe, and to transfer this property from me to him,
But

-
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But in the eye of fimple juftice, unlefs it can be fhewn that the ggg{: III[

money can -be more bcneﬁcent])' employed, his claim is as com- “~——

- plete, as if he had my bond in his poﬂ'efﬁon or had fupphcd
me with goods to the amount #, .

To this it has fometimes been anf;\'ered, “ that there is more
than one perfon, that ftands in need of the money I have to
{pare, and of confequence I muft be at liberty to beftow it as 1
pleafe.." I anfiver, if only one perfon offer him{elf to my know-
ledge or fearch, to me there is but one. Thofe others that I cannot
find belong to other rich men to 1ﬂiﬁ (rich men, I fay, fo‘r‘cvery
man is rich, who has more money than his juft occafions de-
mand), and not to me.
obliged to balance their fitnefs, and conduét myfelf accordingly.
It is {carcely poflible to happen-that two men fhall be of exa;&lf
equal fitnefs, or that I fhall be equally certain -of the ﬁmefs of
the one-as of the other. ... - o :

~

" It is therefore 1mpoﬂible for me to confer upon any man a

favour, I can only do him a rlght. Whatever deviates from the -

law of juftice, even I will {uppofe in the too much _done in
favour of fome individual or fome part of the general whole, is

fo much fubtracted from the general ﬁocl., is fo much of abfolute
m_]uﬂlce.

%A fpirited outline of thefe principles is fketched “in Swift's Sermon on
Mutu'\l Subjedtion.

N . The

If more' than one perfon offer, I am
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(I:EH.U:. It The inference moft clearly afforded by the preceding reafon-
—~——" ings, is the compctence of juftice as a principle of dedu@ion in all

Application,
cafes of moral enquiry. The rcaiomngs themftlves are rather of

the nature of illuftration and e\'lmple, and any error that may

am drawing will ftill be’ mcontrovernble. It is bound to contribute BOOK IL
every thing it is able to thefe purpofes, and no man was ever SH—?‘E"
yet found hardy enough to affirm that it could do nothing

Suppofe its influence in the utmoft degree limited, there muft be

them in particulars, will not invalidate the general
al juftice as a criterion

one method approaching nearer than any other to the defired
object, and that method ought to be umverfally adopted There
is one thing that political inftitutions can affuredly do, they can
avoid poﬁtwely countera&mg the true interefts of their fubjetts
But all c1pr1c1ous rules and arbitrary diftin@tions do. poﬁtwe!);

be unputed to
conclufion, the pmprlet) .of '1pplymg mor

in the invefligation of political truth,

Tdeaof poli-  Soclety is nothing more than an aggregation of individuals, .

tical juftice,
* Tts claims and its duties muft be the aggregate of their claims

counteract them, Ther
ore precarious and -arbitrary than ere is fcarcely any modxﬁcanon of fociety

and duties, the one no m but has i it fome d
the other. What has the fociety a right to require from me? ome degree of moral tendcncy, So far as it pro-
The queftion is already anfivered: every thing that it is my
Any thing more? Certainly not.~ Can they clnnge

¢ {ubvert the nature of men and their actions?

duces neither mifchief nor benefit, it is good for nothing. So far

as it tends to the improvement of the commumty, it ought to be

duty to do. univerfally adopted

eternal truth, o
Can they make it my dut

y to commit intemperance, to maltreat
or aﬂ'"tﬂ‘lmte my nexghbour ?—Again. What is it that the fociety

s« bound to do for its members? Every thing that can contri-
But the nature of their welfare is defined

Y e S U R gyl Mt Gt W Wy PP Wt t et

bate to their welf*lre.
e of mind. That will moft contribute to it, -which

by the natur

enlarges the underftanding, fupplies incitements to virtue, fills us

with a generous “onfcioufnefs of our independence, and carefully

yemoves whatever can impede our exertions,

Should it be affirmed, ¢ that it is not in the power of any po--
Rtical fy(’cem to fecure to us thefe advant'iges, the conclufion I

APPENDIX,

am
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APPENDIX.
Motives of
fuicide.

1. Efcape
from pain.

2. Benevo-
lence.

OF SUICIDE

APPENDIX, No L p.37
OF SUICIDE.

MOTI\'ES OF SUlCIDE 1. ESCAPE FROM PAIN. -;2. BENEVO=

LE\"CE.—-—\IARTYR.DO“ CO\'SlDERED.

HIS reafoﬁing will explain to us the long'difputed' cale

of fuicide. ¢ Have I-a right under any ‘circumftances
to. deftroy myfelf in order to_efcape from pain -or difgrace ?”
Probably. not. It is. perhaps impoffible to imagine a fituation,
that fhall exclude the poffibility of future life, vigour and ufeful~
nefs. The motive affigned for efcape is eminently trivial, to
avoid pain, which is a fmall inconvenience; or difgrace, which is
an imaginary evil. The example of fortitude in enduring them,
if there were no other confideration, would probably afford a

better motive for continuing to live. o o

% Ys there then no cafe in which fuicideis a virtue ' What fhall

we think of the reafoning of Lycurgus, who, when he deter-

mined upon a voluntary death, remarked,  that all the faculties a

rational being poflefled were capable of a moral ufe, and that,

after having fpent his life in the fervice of his country, a man.

ought, if poffible, to render his death a fource of addmonal
benefit #° ‘This was the motive of the fuicide of Codrus, Leomdas

and Decius, If the fame motlve prevallcd in the much admired
7 : ~ {uicide

T T T S TN TR Y T TR TR AR P A F LT

- - OF SUICIDE,

fuicide of Cato, if he were 1nﬁ1g1ted by reafons purely benevo-

le
nt, it is lmpoﬂiblc not to applaud his intention, even if he
were ml[’t'tken in the application,

The difhiculty is to dec1de in any mﬂancc whether the re;

courfe to a voluntary death can overbalance the ufefulnefs I may

exert in twcnty or thlrty years of additional life. But furely it

would be precipitate to’ decide that there-is no fuch -inftance

There 15 a 4
proverb which 'dﬁlms, “ that the blood of the martyrs

— is the feed of the ¢hurch.” If is commonly fuppofed that Junius

Brutus did ught m puttmg ‘his 'fons to dcath in the firt year of
the Roman repubhc, and 'that this aGion contnbuted more than

.any other caufe, to generate that’ energy and virtue for whlch

his countr}r was afterwards fo emmently d!ﬁmgmihed The death
of Cato produced an: effedt fomewhat fimilar to this, It was
dwwelt on with’ ‘ddmiration’ by ‘all the lovers of vu'tue under the
fublequent tyrants of Rome, It feemed to be the lamp from
which they caught the facred flame, ‘ \Vho can tell how much it

h'xs conn ibuted to revwe that ﬁame m after ages, when it feemed
to have been !o Iong e\tm& >

Let it be obferved that all martyrs

"APPEN_DIX,
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Ans:\'mz.

[maplugz] are fuicides by the Martyrd
ve ﬁ nifi Yered,
cry fig catlon of the term, They die for a tefhmony [ eaigeo 1 coafidercd.

_that is, they have a motive for dymg But motives refpe&t

onl '
| y our own’ voluntary aéls, not the v1olence put upon us by
_'mother.

’
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CHAP. II.
e
APPENDIX,
Motives of
duclling.

1. Revenge,

2.Reputation

for courage.

Fallacy of

this motive,

OF DUELLING.

APPENDIX, No lIL

OF DUELLING,

MOTIVES OF DUELLING 1. RE\’ENGE.—'—IZ. REPUTATION FOR
COURAGE.—FALLACY OF THIS MOTIV'E.——OB]ECTION AN-

SWERED.—ILLUSTRATION.

T may be proper in this place to beftow a moments conﬁ-

deration upon the trite, but very important cafe of duclling.

A very fhort reflection will fuflice to fet it in its true light.

This deteftable pm&lce Was originally mvcnted by barbarians
for the gratification of revenge. It was probably at that time

thought a very happy proje&t for reconcﬂmg the odloufncfs of
malignity with the gallantry of cou_rage._ '

But in this light it is now generally given up. Men of the
beft underflanding who lend it their fan@tion, are unwillingly
induced to do fo, and engage in fingle- combat mcrely that their

reputation may fuftain no flander.

‘Which of thefe two 1&1ons is.the trueft tel‘c of courage: the
engaging in a practice which our judgment dlﬁpproves, becaufe
we cannot fubmit to the confequences of following that judg-

ment ; Or the domg what we bcheve to be rlght and chearfully
encoun-

B T T R S e T . Cen 4N mems
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OF DUELLING.

pradtice of virtue?

think of cutting off the life of a fellow mortal, or of putting an
abrupt clofe to all the generous projeéls he may himfelf conceive
for the benefit of others, merely becaufe he has not firmnefs
enough to awe impertinence and falthood into filence ?

~

may pretend principle to fhelter themfelves from a danger they
dare not meet.” '

This is partly true and partly falfe. 'There are few actions Anfivered,
indeed that are not 'unlnguous, or that with ‘the fame general

outline may not proceed from different motives. But the man-
ner of doing them will fufficiently fhew the principle from which

they fpring, . |

I

He, that would break through an univerfally received cuftom IMuftration.
becaufe he believes it to be vrrong, muft no doubt arm himfelf

with fortitude, The point in which we chleﬂy fail, is in not

accurately underflanding our own intentions, and taking care
beforehand to free ourfelves from any alioy of weaknefs and
ervor. ' He, who comes forward with no other idea in his'mind
but that of retitude, and who exprefles, with the fimplicity and
- firmnefs which full convi@ion never fails to mfpue the views with

which he is 1mpreﬂ'ed is in no danger of being miftakén for a

.3 : coward

encountering all the confequences that may be annexed to the BOOKIL
Wi CHAP. [L.

ith what patience can a man of virtue ——m—
ArpeXpiz,

‘ -' ) - n
¢ But the refufing a duel is an ambiguous adion.” Cowards Objedion.
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DOOK II:  coward. If he hefitate, it is becaufe he has not an idea perfeitly . F
CHAP.IL ’ . i g - - ] .
“——— clear of the fentiment he intends to convey. If he be in any 3.
ArrExDIX. . .. _ C H A P 111 i
dcgree embarraffed, it is becaufe he has not a feeling fufliciently o ] %;
3 i i he a&ion in which he is . :
_generous and xntrel)ld of the guilt of the 2 OF DUTY. ?
-prefled to engage. i
- - - [_;
_ A DIFFICOLTY STATED.—OF ABSOLUTE AND PRACTICAL i
If there be any meaning in courage, its firft ingredient muft be VIRTUE—I MPROPRIETY oF THI $ DISTINCTION.—UNI-
the daring to fpeak the truth at all times, to ail perfons, and inevery ‘VERSALITY OF WHAT 1S CALLED PRACTICAL VIRTUE—
poffible fituation. What is it but the want of courage that fhould C INSTANCED IN ROBBERY——IN RELIGIOUS PANATICIS M.
prevent me from faying, ¢ Sir, 1 ought to refufe your chillenge. - THE QUALITY OF AN ACTION DISTINCT FROM THE DIS-
What T ought to do, that I dare do. Fave I injured you? I _POSITION WITH WHICH IT IS PERTORMED—FARTHER
will readily and without compulfion repair my injuftice to’ the DIFFICULTY.-—-—ME ANING OF THE TERM, DUTY-—APPLI- !
uttermoft mite. Have you mlfconﬁrued me? State to, me the = © CATION.—INFERENCES, = }
particulars, and doubt not that what is true I will make appear R . . . 4
to be true. Thus far I will go. Bat, though I fhould be branded = ' HERE is a difficulty of confiderable magnitude as to the CIRQI}){ I - I‘
for a coward by all mankind, T will not repair to a fcene of de- : fubject of the preceding chapter, founded upon the dif-- N o
ifficulty Hr
Liberate murder. ‘I will not do an’ac that I know to be ﬂagmous. ference which may exift between abftra@ jaftice and my appre- fated. o - }e
1 will exercife my Judgment upon every propofition that comes henfions of juftice. When I 'do an a&, wrong. in itfelf, but | H
before me ; the dictates of that judgment I will fpeak ; and- upon which as to “all the matenals of Judgmg estant to my un der-
them I will form my conduct,”. He that holds_; this language | ftandmg appears to be ught, is my condu@ virtuous or vicious?
- wwith a countenance in unifon with his- words, will never be fuf- IR : S : . _ _
peted of atting from the impulfe of fear. | : _ Cert'un moralifts have introduced a diftinétion upon this head "OF abfolute
| " d praiical
between‘ abfolute and pra&xcal virtue. * There i is one fpecxes of virtuer
virtue,’ they fay, ¢ which’ rifes out of the nature of things and .
is 1mmutaL1c, and ‘another which rifes out of the views exfant : e
S : o to my underﬁmdmg Thus for e\amp]e fuppofe, I ought to
B . C H A P. i‘!i -
: 0O worfhip gt
i
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Tmpropricty
of this dif-
tindtion.

Univerfality
of what is _

calted pradli-
cal virtue :
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OF DUTY.

worthip ]eﬁ-ls Chrift ; but, having been bred in the religion.of
Mahomet, I onght to adhere to that religion, as long as its evi-
dences fhall appear to me conclufive, - I am impannecliled upon
a jury to try a man arraigned for murder, and who is really in-
nocent.  Abftradtedly confidered, I onght to acquit him. DBut
1 am unacquainted with his innocence, and evidence is adduced
fuch as to form the firongelt prefumption cf‘ his guiit. De-
r.non{’tration in fuch cafes is not to be gtta'mcd 3 ._I aimn obl'gged in
every concern of human life to act upon prefumption;; I ought

therefore to convict him.”

It may be doubted however whé_ther _an'y‘ gfod p.llypt).fe is
likely to be anfwered by employing _t_he terms of abﬂm& fCICI.ICE
in this verfatile and uncertain manner. Morality is, if any thing
can be, fixed and immutable; and_there muft furely be fo.me
firange deccption that fhould ‘induce .us to_ give to an a:éhon
eternally  and unchangeably wrong, the epithets of -rectitude,

.

_duty and virtue.

| Nor l-iave thefe moralifts been thqrqughly aware’to what ex-

. tent this admiffion would carry them. ' The human mind is 1n-
credibly ﬁ.l-btlé in inventing an apology for that to whif:h its
snclination leads, - Nothing is fo rare as pure and unnupglcd
hypocrify. There is no ation of our list which we were not
‘ready at the time of adopting it to juftify, unlefs fo far as we

i , 'There is
were prevented by mere indolence and unconcern

{carcely

B R T e R T ST IR AT £ U P
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OF DUTY. :

fcarcely any juftification which we endeavour to pafs upon others,
which we do not with tolerable fuccefs pafs upon ourfelves.
The diftinétion thercfore which is here fet up would go ncar to

prove that every ation of every human being is entitled to the
appellation of virtuous. '

There is perhaps no man that cannot recollect the time when
he fecretly called in queftion the arbitrary divifion of property
eftablithed in human fociety, and felt inclined to appropriate to
his ufe any thing the poffeffion of which "appeared to him de-
firable. It is probably in fome fuch way that men are ufually
influenced in the perpetration of robbery. They perfuade them-
felves of the comparative inutility of the property to its prefent
pofleflor, and the ineftlimable advantage that would aftend it in
their hands, 'They believe that the transfer ought- to be made,

It is of no confequence that they are not confiftent in thefe

~ minds, and that in a feafon’ of adverfity they readily confefs the

wickednefs of their proceeding. It is not lefs true that they did
what at the moment they thought to be ;—igllt.

But there is another confideration that feems ftill more decifive
of the fubjec before us. The worft actions, the moft contrary to
abftra@ juftice and utility, have frequently been done from the
moft confcientious motives. Clement, Ravaillac, Damiens and
Gerard had their minds deeply penetrated with anxiety for the

O 2 . eternal
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i (?I.? 3?11,{. HI cternal welfare of mankind, For thefe objects they f““iﬁF_Cd tioufly pcrfudded that he ought to burn Servetus, Ought he to gf?&l’{ IIIII %'
‘ ‘——— their eafe, and chearfully expofed themfelves to tortures arid death. have burned him or not? * If he burned him, he did an a&ion — i
It was benevolence probably that contributed to light the fires of deteflable in its own nature ; if he refrained, -he alted in 0ppoﬁ;-
; Smithfield, and point the daggers of Saint Bartholomew. The tion to the beft: judgment of his own underftanding as to a point ’i
a inventors of the Gunpowder Treafon were in general men re- of moral obligation.” It is abfurd however to fay, that it was in
1 markable for the fan&ity of their lives and the feverity of their any fenfe his duty to burn him. The moft that can be admitted §
manners. It is probable indeed, that fome ambitious views, and is, that his dlfpoﬁtmn was vn’tuouc, and that i 1n the circumftances 'i
{ome fentiments of hatred and abhorrence mixed with the benevo- ‘in which he was placed an ation greatly to be deplored flowed
‘ lence and integrity of thefe perfons. It is probable that no wrong - from that dlfpoﬁtxon by invincible neceflity. :
aétion was ever committed from views entirely pure.” But the de- - ,
F : ception they put upon themfelves might- neverthelefs be com- Shall we fay.then that it was the duty of Calvin, _whb_ﬂid
f; plete.. At all events their opinions upon the _fubje& could not not underftand the principles of toleration, to aét upon a truth i
l; alter the real nature of the action, ; ' of which lie was ignorant? Suppofe that a perfon is to be tried 1
%i : . o at York next week for murder, and that my evidence would ac- Ei
i The qality - The true folution. of the queftion lies in obferving, that the -quit him, Shall we fay that it was my duty to go.to York - li
4 3&?12&6}'::;1 dxfpoﬁtmn with which an a&tion is adopted is one thing, and the - though I knew nothing: of the matter?. Upon the fame prin- - ';
: :E:“d\l‘{ﬁ%ﬁ a&ion itfelf another. A right action may be done from a wrong ciples we might affirm that it is my. dury to go from London to i;
i :glfg:d:eds dlfpoﬁtlon . in that cafe we approve the attion, but condemn the York in half an hour, as_the trial will come on within. that I
attor. A wrong ation may be done from a right difpofition ; ‘time ; the impoffibility not being more real in one cafe than in P
in that cafe we condemn the a&ion, but approve the aftor.. I the other. - Upon the fame principles we might affirm, that it
the difpofition by which a man is governed have a fyftematical is my duty to be impeccable, omnifcient and almighty. '
-tendency to the benefit of his fpemes, he cannot -fail to obtain T | o T o _ :
g our eﬁeem, however miftaken he may be in hlS condudts Duty is a term the ufe of which feems to be to defcribe the mode  Meantug of :_:
4, . - _ _ in which any being may beft'be employed for the’ general good, :i}:fqt».erm’
: Farther dif- But what {hall we fay to the .duty of 2 man under thefe cir- Tt is limited in its’ extént. by the extent of the _capacity . of that 1 %
feulky. cumftances? Calvin, we wﬂl fuppofe, was clearly and- confclen- ' being, Now capacity varies in its idea .m proportion as.we
|
%}
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vary our view of the fubje&t to which it belongs, What I am
capable of, if you confider me merely as a an, is one thmg,
what I am capable of as a man of a deformed figure, of weak
underftanding, of fuperflitious prejudices, or as the cafe may hap-
pen, is another. So much cannot be expected of me under thefe
difadvantagés, as if they were abfeat. But, if this be the true de-
finition of duty, it is abfurd to fuppofe in Emjr cafe that an action
injurious to the general welfare can be claffed in the rank .of

duties,

“To apply thefe obfervations to the cafes that have been ftated.

Ignorance, fo far as it goes, completely annihilates capacity. = As

'T was uninformed of the trial at York, I'could not be influenced

by any confideration refpecting it. But it is abfurd to fay that it

was my duty to negle& a motive with which I was unacquainted.

-If you alledge,  that Calvin was ignorant of the principles of tole-

‘ration, and had no proper opportunity to learn them,” it follows

that in burning Servetus he did not violate his duty, but it does
not follow that it was his duty to burn him, -Upon -the fup-

pofition here flated duty is filent. Calvin was unacquainted with

. the principles of juftice, and therefore could not pradife them. -

The duty of no man can exceed his capacity 5 but then neither

can in any cafe an act of injuftice be of the nature of duty
There are certain inferences that flow from this view of the

fubje&, which it may be proper to mention. Nothing is more

4 ' - cominoen
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OF DUTY,

common than for individuals and focieties of men to alledge that
they have alted to the beflt of their judgment, that they have
done their duty, and therefore that their condudt, even fhould
it prove to be miftaken, is neverthelefs virtuous.
to be an error. An action, though done with the beft intention
in the wbrld, may have nothing in it of the nature of virtue.
In reality the moft effential pa:rt\of virtue confifts in the incef-
f'mtly feeng to inform ourfelves more accurately upon the fub-
Whoever is greatly mifinformed re-
fpe@ting them, is indebted for his error to a defect in his plulan-
thropy and zeal.

Secondl'y-r, fince abfolute virtue may be out of the power of a

. human being, it becomes us in the mean time to lay the greateﬂ:

ftrefs upon a virtuous difpofition, wwhich is not attended with the
fame ambiguity. A virtuous dlfpoﬁtlon is of the utmoﬁ con-
fcquence, fince it will in the ma_]onty of inftances be plodu&we
of virtuous a&nons ;. fince it tends, in exat proportion to the

quantlry of virtue, to increafe our difcernment and i improve our

' underﬁandmg, and fince, if it were univerfally. propagated, it

would immediately lead to the great end of virtuous actions, the

pureft and moft exquifite happinefs of inteliigeﬁt beings. But

a virtuous difpofition is principally generated by the uncontrolled
exercife of private judgment, and the rigid conformity of every

“man to the dictates of his conicience.

- CHAP

This appears -
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Phyfical
equality,

Objeftion.

OF THE EQUALITY

CHAP . IV
OF THE EQUALITY OF MANKIND.

PHYSICAL EQUALITY.——OBJECTION.—ANSWERS.~—MORAL
EQUALITY,—HOW LIMITED.~—PROVINCE OF POLITICAL

JUST!CE. .

HE equality of mankind is either phyﬁcal or moral.
Their phyfical equality may be confidered either as it
relates to the ftrength of the body or the facultles of the mind,

This part of the fubje&'has ‘been- -expofed to cavil and ob-

je@tion. Tt has been faid, * that the reverfe of this equality is

the refult of our experience. Among the individuals of -our
fpecles we a-.‘.’tu'dly find that there are not two alike. One man
is ftrong and another "wweak. 'One man.is wife and another

foolifh.  All that exifts in the world of the 1nethty of con-

" ditions 1s to be traced to this as their fomce. 'The ﬁrong man

poflefles power to fubdue, and the weak ftands in need of an
ally to prote@. The confequence is inevitable: the equality of
conditions is a chimerical affumption, neither poffible to be re-
duced into pratice, nor defirable if it could be fo reduced.”

3 -

Upon
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" fent. In the uncultivated ftate of man difeafes, effemmacy and

OF MANKIND

10§

. Upon this ftatement two obfervations are to be made.  Firft, CBI-?SIE( II{r

this inequality was in its origin infinitely lefs than it is at pre- S—~—

luxury were little known, and’ of confequence the firength of
every one much more nearly.approached to the ﬂrength of his
neighbour., In the uncultivated flate of man the underftandings
of all were limited, their wants, their ideas and their views nearly
upon a level. It was to be expe@ted that in their firft departure
from this ftate great irregularities would introduce themfelves;
and it is the obje@ of fubfequent wifdom and improvement to
‘mitigate thefe irregularities. - '

Secondly, notwith{tanding the- mcroachments that h'we been
made upon the equality . of- mankmd a great and fubftantial
cquality remains. There is rio fuch difparity among the human
race as to enable one man to lold feveral other men in fub-

jection, except fo far as they are.willing to be fubjedt. All go-

vernment is founded in opinicn. "Men at prefent live under any -

particular form, becaufe they conceive it their intereft to do fo.
One part indeed of a comhmnity ot empire .may, be held in fub~
je&tion by force ; but this cannot be the perfonal force of their
defpot ; it muft be the force of another part of the community,
who are of opinion that it-is their intereft to fupport his au-

thority. ‘Deftroy this opmlon and the fabric which is built upon

. it falls to the ground. It follows thercfore that all men are

effentially independent.—So much for the phyfical-equality.
P _ The
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OF THE EQUALITY

[

The moral equality is ftill lefs open to reafonable ¢xception.
By moral equality I underftand "the propriety of applying one
unalterable rule of juftice to every cafe that may arife. This
cannot be queftioned but upon arguments that would fubvert the
very nature of virtue,. ¢ Equality, " it has been affirmed, will
alyvays be an unintelligible fiction, fo'long as the capacities of
men fhall be uncqual, and their préetendedclaims have neither
guarantee nor fan&ion by which they can be inforced *’° But

furely juftice is fufficiently intelligible in’ its own nature, ab-

. fira&ed from the confideration whether it be or be not reduced

into practice.  Juftice has relation to beings endowed with per-
ception, and capable of pleafurc and pain. Now it immediately
refults from the nature of fuch beings, independently of any arbi-
trary conflitution, that pleafure is agrecable and pain odious, plea-
fure to be defired and pain to be obviated. It is therefore juft and

reafonable that fuch beings fhould contribute, fo far as it lies in

their power, to the pleafure and benefit of each other. Among’

pleafures fome are more exquifite, more unalloyed and lefs pre-

carious than others. It is juft that thefe (hould be preferred.

‘From thefe fimple -princilﬁles we may deduce the moral

equality of marikind. 'We are partakers of a common nature,

’

£ « Op a dit—que nsus avions tous les mémes droits.  JPignore ct que c'eft que les

mtmes dvoitsy ok il y a inégalité de talens ou de force, & nulle garantie, nulle

Jfandion” Raynaly Revolution d' dmerique, p. 34
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and the fame caufes that contribute to the benefit of one con- BOOK IiI.
CHAP. IV,

Our pleafurcs and pains will therefore
be the famc. We are all of us endmved with reafon, able to com-
pare, to judge and to infer. Thc lmprovemcnt therefore which
is to be defired for the one is to be defired for the Othel. We
fhall be_provident for ourfelves and ufeful to each other, in pro-
portion as we rife above the atmolphere of prejudice. The fame

independence, the fame freedom from any fuch reftraint, as thould

the fame denomination.

prevent us from giving the reins to our own underftanding, or

from uttering upon all occafions whatever we think to be truc,

will conduce to the improvement of all. There arc certain op-

pprtumtnes and a certain fituation moft advantagcous to every
human being, and it is juft that the’e fhould be  communicated

to all, as nearly at leaft as the general economy will permit.

"Our fenfes and chu!tles are of ‘“———

There is indeed one fpecies of moral inequality parallel to the - How kmited.

phyfical inequglity that has been-a]ready deferibed.  ‘The treat-

ment to which men are entitled is to be meafured by their

merits and their virtues. That ccﬂntry would not be the feat

of wildom and reafon, where the benefactor cf his fpecies was

confidered in the fame point of view as their enemy. - But in
reality this diftintion, fo far from being adverfe to ‘equality in
any tenable fenfe, is friendly to it, and is accordingly known
by the appellation of equity, a term derived from the fame
origin, Though in fome fenfe an exception, it tends to the fame

P2 purpofe
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BOOKIL purpofe to which the principle- itfelf is indebted for its value. i _ .
CHAP- lv' . - - ~,§ . o :i
\—— Tt is calculated to infufe into every bofom an emulation of ex- 3 CHAP V.
. 1 s - T ¥

Province of cellence. 'The thing really to be defired is the removing as much 3 §
il i [‘ . Y 1 L] : . i—: - ;
%’;‘éﬂ““"‘l P as poflible arbitrary diftinGtions, and leaving to talents -and K R1G ;
' R GHTS OF MAN. ~ -
virtue the field of exertion unimpaired. ‘We fhould endeavour *ii | : h ;

R . . " §

.. 3 -4

to afford to all the fame opportunities and the fame encourage- f ) i

: . ne ' . . 5 THE QUESTION STATED.—FOUNDATION OF SOCIETY.,— OP-~

ment, and to render juftice the common intereft and choice. - 3 _ ) _ ‘

- : POSITE RIGHTS IMPOSSIBLE.—CONCLUSION FROM THESE

PREMISES. — DISCRETION CONSIDERED, — RIGHTS . OF

: KINGS.—IMMORAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE DOCTRINE -

OF RIGHTS.—RIGHTS OF COMMUNITIES.—OBJECTIONS :

I. THE RIGHT OF MUTUAL AID,.—EXPLANATION.—ORI-

: 1

GIN OF THE TERM, RIGHT,—2. RIGHTS OF PRIVATE JUDG- 5

i 3 MENT AND OF THE PRESS.—EXPLANATION.—REASONS ki

- OF THIS LIMITATION UPON THE FUNCTIONS OF THE ]

. - ‘ HE

COMMUNITY: I. THE INUTILITY OF ATTEMPTING RE~ |

. STRAINT,~—2. ITS PERNICIOUS TENDENCY.—CONCLU- 1

SION. i

: HERE is no fubje& that has been dif¢ufled with more BOOK II.

: , - .- CHAP.YV.

eagernefs and pertinacity than the rights of man. Has he T¥—v—-'h =

. . - e queftion - :

any rights, or has he none? Much may plaufibly be alledged on ftated. 5

y rights, Y P y g :

- E both fides of this queftion ; and in the conclufion thofe reafoners

‘ appear to exprefs themfelves with the greateft accuracy who em-

brace the negative. . There is nothing that has been of greater . 3

& differvice to the caufe of truth, than the hafty and unguarded :
: ';- . - . - - ' - ) !l':
- ' manner in which its advocates have fometimes defended it: and I

C H A P. —7_‘7-' i » - . E;
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Foandation
of fociety.

Oppuﬁtc
nvhts in-
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RIGHTS OF MAN.

it will be admitted to be peculiarly unfortunate, if the advoeates
on one fide of this queftion fhould be found to have the greateft
quantity of truth, while their adverfarics have exprefled them-
felves in a manner more cenfonant to reafon and the nature of

things. \Vhere the queﬁlon has been fo e\_trunely darkened by

.an ambiguous ufe of terms, it may at any rate, be defirable to

try, whether, by a patient and fevere inveftigation -of the firft
principles of political fociety, it may be placed in a light confi-
derably different from the views of both parties.

Political fociety, as has already becn obferved, is founded in
the prmcnpleq of morality and juftice. It is impoffible for intel-
lcGual beings to be brought into coalition and intercourfe, with
out a certain mode of conduc, adapted to their nature and con-

ne@ion, immediately becoming a duty incumbent on the parties

concerned Men would never have affociated, if they had not.

imagined that in confequence of that affociation they would mu-
tually conduce to. the advantage and happinefs of each other.
This is the real purpofe, the genuine bafis of their intercourfe ;
and, as far as this purpofe is anfwered, fo far _does fociety anfwer

the end of its inftitution.

There is only one poftulate more, that is ncceﬂhry to bring

us to a conclufive mode of reafomng upon this fuljet. What-

ever is meant by the term right, for it will plefently appear that
the fenfe of the term 1tfelf has never been clearly undcrﬁood
" there
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RIGHTS OF MAN ,

there can neither be oppofite rizghts, nor rights and duties hoftile
to each other. The rights of one man cannot clath with or be
dcftruétive of the rights of another; for this, inftead of render-

ing the fubje&t an important branch of truth and morality, as-the

advocates of the rights of man certainly underftand it to be,

would be to reduce it to a heap of unintelligible jargon and in-

confiftency. If one man have a right to be free, another man

cannot have a right to make him a flave; if one man have.

a right to inflit chaftifement upon me, I cannot have a right to-

withdraw myfelf from chaftifement;
right to a fum of money in my pofleffion, 1 cannot have a right
to retain it in my pocket.—It cannot be lefs incontrovertible, that

I have no right to omit what my duty preferibes.

From hence it inevitably follows that ‘men have no rights.

By right, as the word is"employed in’this fubje& has alwa}s

if my necighbour have a.

IIL

BOCK IT.
CHAP Y,

e

Conclufion
from thefe,
premifcs.

been underftood difcretion, that is, a full and complete power of

cither doing a thing or-omitting it, without the perfon’s becoming.

liable to animadverfion or cenfure from another, that is, in other

" words, without his incurring any degree of turpitude or guilt..

" Now in this fenfe I affirm that man has no rights, no difcretionary:

power whatever..

It is. commonly faid, * that a man has-a right to the &ifpofal )
of his fortune, a right to the employment of his time, a right to.

the uncontrolled choice of his profeflion or purfuits.” But this

can

Dileretion
coufidered, .
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ROOK IT.
CHAP. Y. .
—

RIGHTS OF MAN.

can never be confiftently affirmed till it can be fhewn that he
has no daties, preferibing and limiting his mode of procecdmg in
all thefe refpe&s, My neighbour has juft as much right to put
an end to my exiftence with dagger or poifon, as to deny me
that pecuniary affiftance without which I muft ftarve, or as to
deny me that affiftance without which my intelleCtual attam—

“ments or my moral exertions will be materially injured. He has

juft as much right to amufe himfelf with burning my" houfe or
torturing  my children upon the rack, as to thut himfelf up in
a cell carelefs about his fellow men, and to hide ¢ his talent in

a napkin.”

If men have any rights, any difcretionary powers, they muft
be in things of total indifference, as whether I fit on the- nght
or on the left fide of my fire, or dire on beef to day or to-
morrow. Even thefe rights are much fewér than we are apt to
imagine, fince before ;.hey can be 'cc')'mplet'eiy'éﬁabliﬂled, it muft
be proved that .my choice ‘on orie fidé or the other can in 10
poflible wway contribute to the benefit or injury of myfelf ‘or. of
any other perfon in the world. Thofe muft indeed be rights -
well worth the contending for, the very eﬂ'ence of which con-

fifts in their abfolute nugatorinefs and mutlhty

In reality nothing can appear. more -wonderful to a careful

_enquirer, than that two ideas fo ‘incompatible as man and rights

fhould ever have been affociated together.: Certain it is, that.one

4 of
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RIGHTS OF MAN. | -

of them muft be .utterly exchifive and annihilatory ‘of the other, BOOKIL
: ' CHAP. V.

Before we afcribe rights to man; we muft conceive of him as a “——
being endowed with intelleft, and capable of difcerning the dif-

ferences ‘and - tendencies of ‘things. : But a being endowed with
intellec, and capable of difccrn-ing"-thé differences and tendencies

of things, inftantly. becomes a” moral being, and has duties in- _
cumbent on-him to'difcharge: and duties and rights, as hasale - -
ready. been ﬂléﬁrﬁ,' are abfolutely exclufive of each other. i |

P

- It has been affirmed by the zealous advocates of hberty, “ that Rights of

s kings.

princes and ‘magifirates have no nghts; and no.poﬁt;on can be

more incontrovertible. . ‘There'is -no fituation of their lives that
has miot its correfpondent duties.” “There is no power intrufted to
them that they are not bound tézgziércife‘exciuﬁvely for -thie
public good It is ftrange’ that perfons adoptmg this puncxplc
dxd not go-a’ ﬁep farther,and percelve that the fame reﬁnéhons

were apphcable to fub_]e&s and citizens, " ¢ E

‘v'-_ea ....-.: .‘-.-4. oL

......

Nor is “the fallacy of thls ]anguage more conflncuous than “its Tmmort

_ xmmoral tendéncy TG thlb unccumte md un_]uﬁ ufe of the z?':‘l.f“:}‘:]f:lcc-ea
ferm ught we owe it, that the mlfer, who accumulates to” no end :f;{fuuf

that Whlch diffufed Would have conduced o the welfare of thou-
fands, tbat the luxarious man; who- wa]lows in mdu]gence and
fees numerous ‘famnilies around him | pmmg in beggary, never fail
to tell 'us of their nghts, and to filence” ansmadverﬁou and quiet

the cenfure of their own mlnd'_ by remmdmg-us, “ that they .

came
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BOOK 11,
CHAP. V

NS

Rights of
communi-
tics,

RIGHTS OF 'MAN.

camie fairly into poffeffion of their wealth, that they owe’no
debts, and that of confequence no man has authority to enquire -
into their private manner of difpofing of that which-is their.
own” A great majority. of mankind are confcious ‘that they
fland in need of this fort of defence, and are therefore very ready-
to combine againft the infolent intruder, who' ventures to en-
quire into © things that do not concern him.” They forget, that

the wife man and the honeft man, the friend of his countiy and

" his kind, is concerned for every thing by which they may be -

affeéted, and carries about with_him a diploma, conftituting him

- inquilitor general of the moral conduct of his neighbours, with

a duty annexed to recal them to virtue, by every leffon that
truth can enable him to read, and every punithment that plain

fpeaking is competent to inflidt,

It 35 'i'carcely ne-ccﬁ'm'y to '{dd :that, if" individuals have no.
rights, neither has fociety, which pofleffes: nothmg but what ine
dividuals have brought into a common ftock. The abfurdlty of

the common epinion, as applied to this fubje&, is fill more

glaring, if poﬂiblc, than in the view in Whlch we have already '
confidered it. According to the ufual fentlment every club aflemw-

bling for any civil purpofe, every congregation of religionifts af~

fembling for the wor(hip of God, has a right to_eftablifh any

provifions or ceremomes, no matter how ridiculous or deteftable,
provided they do not interfere with the freedom of others. -Rea-

fon lies profirate under their feet. .- They have a right to trample
' - upon
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L ‘s BOOK II.
tis in the fame fpirit we ZH95 U-

have been told that every nation has a right to choofe its “——
form of government.

upon and. infult her as they pleafe.

A moft acute, original and ineftimable

author was probably mifled by the vulgar phrafeclogy on this -
fubjet, when he afferted, that, ¢ at a time when neither the peo-

ple of France nor the national aflembly were troubling themfelves

about the affairs of England or the Englith parliament, Mr,

Burke’s conduct was unpardonable in commencing an unpro-

voked attack upon them ¥,

There are various objeftions that fuggeﬂ:- themfelves to the Objections.
theory which fubverts- the rights of men; and if the theory '

“be true, they will probably appear in ' the refult to be fo far

from really hoflile to it, as to be found more fairly dedumble
from and .confiftent with its principles, than with any of thofe
with which they have inadvertently been connetted.

L3

In the ﬁrﬂ: place it has fomehmes been alledged and fcems to 1. The;rghts
rcfult from the reafonings already adduced under the head of juf- i
tice, that * men have a -right to the affiftance and co-operation’
of their fellows in every honeft purfuit.” But, when we affert Exphnation. .
this propoﬁtlon, we mean fomething by the word right exceed-
ingly dlﬁ'erent from what is commonly underftood by the term.

We do-not. underﬁand fomethmg dlfcretlonary, whlch if not ]

voluntanly fulfilled, cannot be- conﬁdered as a matter of claim.

Cle * Rights of Man, page 1.
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BOOK If.
CHAR V.
!

Origin of the
term, right.

RIGHTS OF MAN.

On the contrary cvery thing adduced upon. that occafion was
calcutated to fhew that it was a matter of ftrict claim ; and per-
haps fomething would be gained with refpect to perfpicuity, if

we rather chofe to diftinguifh it by that appellation, than by a

name fo much abufed, and fo ambiguous in its application, as.

the term right. ) ' .

The true origin of this latter term is relative to the prefent
ftate of political government, in which many - of:thofe eé"trons

which moral duty moft Rriﬁly enjoins us are in no degree brought

* within the fphere of leglﬂatwe fan@tion,” Men uninfluenced- by

comprehenﬁve punciples of juftice, eomm1t every fpecies of in-
temperance, are felfith, hard-hearted, licentious and - cruel,  and
maintain their right to all thefe capnces, becaufe the.laws of
their country are filent with regard to them. Philofophers’ and

‘ political enquirers have too frequéntly adopted the ‘fame princi-

ples wrth a certam degree of accommodatmn ; though in fadt

men have no more nght to thefe erroneous propenﬁtxes in their

o moft quahﬁed fenfe, th:m they had to them orlgmaﬂy in all thelr

_ extravagance.

Tt is true, ‘that, under the forms of focrety now
exifting in the world mtemperance ‘and the caprlces of perfona!

intercourfe 00 frequently efcape without ammad‘verﬁon. _ But

in a more perfe& form, though they may “not fallunder . the‘

cognlfance ‘of law, the offender will probably be fo unequwocally_

reminded by the ﬁncerrty of his nelghbours of the error he has

. com~ -
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RIGHTS OF MAN.

- committed, as'to be in no danger of running away with the

opinion that he had a right to commit it,

A fecond and more important objetion -_to the doCtrine I am

maintaining is derived from the rights as they are called of pri-

vate judgment, and the liberty of the prefs. - But it may eafily be -
fhewn, that thefe, no more than the articles already mentioned,

are rights of difcretion, If they were, they would prove, that a
man was firictly juﬁiﬁable in publifhing what he believed to be
pernicious or falfe, and that it was a matter of perfect moral in-
difference whether he conformed to the religious rites of Con-
fucius,: of Mahomet, ;or-'ofj-Chriﬁ. . 'The pbliticzrl freedom of
confcience and of the prefs, fo far from being as it is commonly
fuppofed an extenﬁon, is'a new cafe of the limitation of Trights
and diferetion. “Confcience and the prefs ought to be unreftrained,

not becaufe men have a right to deviate from the exat line that
duty prefcrrbes,'but- becaufe fociety, the aggregate of ‘individuals,
Has no Tight to affume the prerogative of an infallible judge, and

"to undertake authoritatively to prefcnbe to its members n mat-

ters of pure fpeculatron. e

.- One obvious reafon againft this affumption on the part of the -
fociety is the impoflibility by any compulfatory n'iet}ro:‘d of bring-
ing men to uniform-ity'b'f 6pini(')n'.‘=' The judglii'ent%e form upon

topics ‘of general truth, is"or ‘is imagined to. he founded "upon

evidence ; and ‘however it may be foothed by gentle 1pphcatlons

to
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2. Rights of
privaie judg-
ment and of
the prefs.

Explanation.

Reafons of
this limita-
tion upon the
funQtions of
the commu-
nity.
1. The inu-
tility of at-
lemntmn— TC-
raint.
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RIGHTS OF MAN.

to the betraying its impartiality, it is apt to repel with no little

‘——~— pertinacity whatever comes under the form of compulficn. Per-

2. Its perni-
cious ten-
dency.

fecution cannot perfuade the underftanding, even when it fub-

dues our refolution. but cannot

It may make us hypocrites;
make us converts. The government therefore, which is anxious
above all things to imbue its fubjets with integrity and virtue,
will be the fartheft in the world from dlfcouraglng them in the
explicit avowal of their fentiments,

But there is apbther reafon of a higher order. " Man is not, as
has been already fhewn, a perfe&t being, but perfettible. .No
government, that has yet exifted, or -is likely prefently to exift
upon the face of the earth, is faultlels. No government ought

therefore pertinacioufly to refift the change of ‘its own inftitu-

_ tions; and flill lefs ought it to fet up a ftandard upon the vari-
,.ous topics of human fpeculation, to reftrain the excurfions of an

inventive mind, It is only by giving a free fcope to thefe ex-
curfions, that {cience, philofophy and morals havé'ar_rived- at their
prefent degree of perfection, or are capable of going on to
that flill greater perfection, in coxr;parifoil_ of which all that
has been already done will perhaps appear childifh. But a pro-
ceeding, abfolutely neceifary for the purpofe of exciting the mind
to thele falutary excurﬁons, and ftifl more neceﬂ’ary in order to
give them their proper operation, conﬁﬁs in the unreftrained
communication of men’s thoughts and difcoveries to each other,
If every -man have to begin again.at the point, f:'om which his

neigh-
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neighbour fet 611?, the labour will be endlefs, and the progrefs in
an unvarying circle. There is nothing that more eminently con-
tributes to intelleual energy, than for every man to be habi-
tuated to follow without alarm the train of his fpeculations, and
to utter without fear the ‘conclufions that have fuggefted them-
felves to hlm.-——But does all this imply that men have a right to
act any thmg but vn-tue, and to utter any thmg ‘but truth 2.
Certainly not, It 1mp11es indeed that there are points with which

fociety has no right to interfere, not that difcretion and caprice

-are more free, or duty lefs Rrick upon thefe points, than upon

any others with which human _a&ion_is converfant.

CHATD.
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CHAP VI
OF THE EXERCISE OF PRIVATE Jupqix_igxr,,_.ﬂ_, .

FOUNDATION OF \'IRTUE.—-—'HU\IAN ACTIONS REGULATED :
I. BY THII NATURE OI-‘ THINGS.-—-—Z. BY POSITIVE INSTI—

l-J \-'

TUTION.—TENDENCY OF THE LAT'I‘ER I._TO E‘KCITEh

i ; \’IRTUE.—-—ITS EQ{JIVOCAL CHARACTER IN THIS RESPECT.

THAT PURPOSE.—PROVI\ CE OF CONSCIENCE CONSIDERED.
TENDENCY OF AN INTERFERENCE WITH THAT PRO\’INCE.
—-RICAI’ITULATION.——ARGUMENTS IN FAYOUR OF POSI-

VATE INJUSTICE.—OBJECTIONS' THE UNCERTAINTY OF
BVIDENCE.—THE DIVERSI;Y ‘OF MOTIVES.-—-THE UNSUIT-

IMI’RIISS NEW SENTIMENTS——'OR TO STRENGTHEN OLD
!

SIDERBD.—*—URGENCY OF THE CASE.~2. REBELLION.

3. WAR.—OBJECTIONS,—REPLY,

Oa mtionz-\l.being there can be but one rule of condud,

BOOK 11.
CHADP. VL

juftice, and one mode of afcértaining that rule, the exer-

cife of his underftanding. If in any inftance I be made the me-
clianical n.’hument of abfolute violence, in that inftance I fall
: under
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-under no defcription of moral condu& cither good or bad. But, BOOKIL

if, not beint operated upon by abfolute compulfion, I be wholly ‘“———. . ;

:prompted by fomething that is frequently called by that name, .

and aé& from the hope of reward or the fear of punifhment, my _ o

conduct is pofitively wrong,

Here however a diftin@tion is to be made. = Juftice, as it was

“defined in a preceding chapter, is coincident with utility. T am. i
myfelf a part of the great whole, and my happinefs is a part of ‘ 5 2

" that comple‘c view of thmvs by which juftice is 1egulated The

EPPR

hope of rcwn-d therefore and the fear of punifhment, conﬁned

oy el e s

within certam firict limits, are motives that ought to have i in- -

fluence with my mind. . - -

Human ac-
tions are re-
gulated, :

1. by the na. - l
ture of i :

things :

There are two defcrxpt:ons ‘of tendency that may belong to
any a&:on, the tendency. which it pofleffes by the neceffary and
‘univerfal laws of e‘nﬁence, and the tendeney which refults from

‘the pofitive mte1ference of fome mtelhgent bemg The nature

of happinefs and mlfery, pleafurc and pain, is 1ndependent of all
pofitive i inftitution : that is, it is 1mmutably true that whatever
tends to proeure a balance of the former is to be defired, and
‘whatever tends to procure’ a ‘balance of the latter is to be re--
_]e&ed
pohtlcal Julhce muft always be right.

In like manner the promulgatlon of virtue, truth: and
“'There is perhaps-no
‘ation of a rational being that has not fome tendency to promote
thefe obje&s, and confequently that has not a moral charaer ’ | ]
‘founded in ‘the abftralt nature of things. - -
R
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2. By pofi-
K - tive mititu-
tion,
Tendency of
the latter.

1. 'To cxcite
wirtue.
Tts equive-

- cal charafler

in this re-

fpe&.
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OF THE EXERCISE

‘The tendency of poﬁti\'—é inftitution is of two forts, to fur-
nith me with an additional motive to the pratice of virtue or-
noht, and to inform my underftanding as to what aCtions are
right and what actions are wrong. Much cannot be faid in com-

mendation of either of thefe tendencies.

Firft, pofitive m(’ntutlon may furmfh me with an additional

motive to the pratice of virtue, - I have an opportumty of con-

tributing very effentially to the advantage of twenty individuals ; 3

they will be benefited, and no other petfons w1ll fuftain a ma-

terial injury. I ought to embrace this opportumty -Here let

us fuppofe pofitive inflitution to interfere, and to annex fome °

great perfonal reward to myfelf to the performance of my duty,
This immediately changes the nature of the adtion. Before 1
preferred it for its intrinfic excellence. Now, fo far as the po-
fitive inftitution operates, I prefer it, becaufe fome perfon has
arbttrmly annexed to it a great weight of felf-intereft. . But vir-
tue, confidered as the quality of an mtelhgent being, depends
upon the difpofition with which the adion is accompanied.
Under a pofitive inflitution then this very a&mn, which is in-
tunﬁcally virtuous, may, fo far as relates to the agent, become
vicious, The vicious man would before have negle&ed the ad—
vantage of thefe twenty individuals, becaufe he would not bring
a certain inconvenience or trouble upon hnnfclf The fame man
-with the fame difpofition will now promotc their advantage, be—

' caufe his own welfare is concerned in it. Twenty, other thmgs
i B equal,
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equal, is twenty tim es better than one, He that is not governed
by the moral arithmetic of the cafe, or who a&s from a. difpo-
ﬁtton dire@ly at war with that arithmetic, is unjuft. In other
words, morality requires that we 'ﬂlould e attentive only to thn;
tendency which belongs to any action by the neccﬂ'ary and uni-
verfal laws of e\lﬁence.. This is what is meant by the princi-
ple, “ that we (hould do good, regardlefs of the confequences ;"
and by that other, * that we may not do evil, from the profite& of

~ good to refult from it.” The cafe would have been rendered ftill

more ghrmg, if, inflead of the welfare of twenty we had fup-
pofed the welfare of millions to have been concerncd In reality,.

whether thc difparity be great oF. fmall .the mfcrence ought to

“be the fame.

vy e uieln

;- Secondly, pofitive" inftitution 'mtiy 'iriforin’ my- underﬁahdiﬁw
as to what actions are nght and. ~what ations are wrong, Here

it is proper for us to reﬂe& upon the terms underftanding and

mformatlon. Underﬂandmg, partlcularly as it is concerned with

moral fubje&s is the pcrc:plent of truth. This'is its proper

fphere. Informatlon fo far as it is genuine, is a portion detached

from the -great body.of truth.. You inform: me, * that Euclid -

aflerts the three angles of a plane triangle to be equal to two ught
angles.” Still I am unacquainted with the truth’ of this propo-

fition, But Euclid has demonfirated it.” His demonftration has

exifted for two thouﬁmd years, and during that term has’ proved

fatlsfa&ory to cvery ‘man by whom it has been underftood.”
Rz " Tam
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2. T'o inform
the judg-
ment,
Itsinaptitude
for that pur-
pufe.
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124 - ~ OF THE EXERCISE OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT,. . 125

é‘;?,%]:: ‘I&'II I am neverthelels uninformed. “The knowledge of truth lies, ih E ~ to-certain propoiitions, in confideration of the refpeétable tefti- C%??II’C I\{I ;

“—— the’ peu.en'ed agreement or difagreement of thc terms of a’ pro-. "~ mony by which they are inforced. This would amount to no “———~ ,H
pofition. So long as I am unacquainted w ith the middle term § more, than ad}'ice flowing from a refpeable quarter, which ﬁftcf %j*
by means of which they may be compared, {o 1ong. as they are all'T might rejed, if it did not accord with the mature judg- . ij
incommenfurate to my underftanding, you may have furnithed. ' ment of my own underftanding. But in the very nature of thefe | :*
me with a principle from which I may reafon truly to farther - ‘_":_‘i_ inftitutions there is included a Iah&ion, a motive either of punifh-~ : ;-!
confequences, but as to the principle itfelf I may fir L&ly be faid ment or reward to induce me to obedicnce, ;I

. to know nothing about it, ¥ g : —

It is commonly ﬁud “ that poﬁtwc inflitutions’ ought to leave Province of
confcience

Every plopoﬁtlon has an mtnnﬁc evxdence of its own. ~ Every ‘me perfe@ly free in matters of confcmnce, but may properly in- confidercd.

confequence has premifes from which it flows; and upon them,

e MY e a7 SR,

terfere with my conduct in civil concerns.’ But this diftintion

and not upon any thing elfe, its validity depends. - If you could feems to have been very lightly taken up. What fort of moralift ) b

' work a miracle to prove, * that the three angles ofa tnangle were muft he be, who makes no_confcience of what pafles in his in-
. 2 i

equal to two right angles,” I fhould ftill know, that the propofi- tercourfe with other men ? Such a diftinction proceeds upon the ¢

fuppoﬁtlon, “ that it is of great confequence whether I bow to k!

tion was cither true or falfe: prevmuﬂy to the exhibition of that

AT
et

“the -eaft or the weft; whether I call the ; - '
miracle ; snd that there was no neceffary: conne&ion betweer: obje& of .my worfhip -

) . any one of its terms and the miracle cxhibited. The’ mlracle ' Jehovah or Alla ' whether.I pay a prieft in a furplice or a black r:
- would take off my attention from ‘the true queftion to 2 queftion (:f)a.t. Thefe are points in which an honeft man ought to be éi
altogether different, that of authority. By the authority “ad- n rigid and mﬂexlble. But as to thofe othe1, whether he thall be ' y
) . - . ' ' F
duced I might be prevailed on to yield an irregular aflent to the a tyrant,,a {lave or a free citizen ; whether he fhall bind himfelf i
propoﬁtlon but I could not properly be faid to percelve its with multiplied oaths 1mpofﬁble to: ‘be performed or be a rigid . %
o+ , o . obferver of truth; whether he thall fivear allegiance to a king , %
- ‘ o e 1  jure of a kmg de jhé?a, to ‘the beﬁ or, the worft of all poﬂiblc I
But this is not all. If it were, it might perhaps be regarded governments ;. refpe@ing thefe pomts he may fafely. commit his ; :;
as a refinement foreign to the concerns of human life. Pofitive . confcience to the keeping of the civil magiftrate,” - In. reality” ;

mftituti ith requiri there are perhaps no congerns-of a rauonal Leing, “over. which ' -
in{titutions do not content themfelves with requiring my affent

o . : . _ to . - ' ) 4 ' ,morality
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126 " .OF THE EXERCISE OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 1y %
- ’ E K
("S%‘f {f[' morality does not extend its province, and refpecting which he | v ' be deprived of its individual members, whether they be valuable; BOOK IL, g
‘—— " is10t" bound to a confeicntious proceeding. T or whether they be inconfiderable. But the punithment ads not Ck—-w—-.-lAP 7 g
) only rctrofpe&lve[y upon me, but profpedtively upon my cons - i .
' ;rf:’,“_‘:‘:"f -1 am fatishied at prefent, that a certain condudt, fuppofe it be. e temporaries and countrymen., My neighbour entertains the fame - - |
:L:;;\;::i:e a rigid attention to the confidence of private converfation, is in- opinion refpefting the condu@ he Ought to hold as I did. But. : :
cumbent upon me. You tell me, ¢ ‘there are certain cafes of the executmner of public juftice interpofes with a powerful argu- i
' fuch peculiar emergency as to fuperfede this rule.” Perhaps I . . ment, to convince him that he has mxﬁaken the-path of abftra® _
think there are not.  If T admit your 1‘ropoﬁtion, a wide field of le&““de-{ : : - : ) . r

" enquiry is opened, refpecting what cafes do or do not deferveto be
- confidered as exceptions, Tt is little likely that we fhould agree
refpeﬁmg all thefe cafes.. How then does the law- treat me, for-
my confcientious dlfchargc of what I conceive to be rny duty ?-
Becaufe 1 will not turn informer (which, it may be, I thlnl. an
infamous charadter) againft my moft valucd friend, the law ac-'

cufes me of mlfpnﬁon of treafon, felony or murder, and perhaps ]

"“What fort of converts will ‘be prodiced -by this- unfeeling
logic? I have deeply reflected,” fuppofe, “ upon the nature of

Py
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virtue, and am convinced that a certain proceeding is incumbent

o .-
P

on me, Biit the hangman, fupported by ‘an-a& of parl:ament

aflures me I-am miflaken.”

If1 )leld my opinion to his a’:é?zmr,
my -altion becomes modified, and " my chara&er too. An in-

SRttt o B

fluence like this is mconﬁﬁent Wlth all generous magnamrmty

ity
e i o
. e

hangs me. 1 believe a certain - mdwxdual to be a confirmed vil-. : &
. 3
: Jain, and a moft dangerous member of foc1ety, and feel it to be of fpmt, all ardent lmparuahty in the dlfcovery of truth, and all . il
) ‘my duty to warn others, perhaps the public, againft the effect inflexible perfever'mce in its affertion. Countnes e\pofed to the ’;:
i . of his vices. “Becaufe 1 pubhih what I know to be true, the law perpetual interferénce of. decrees inflead of arguments, exhibit - &
convidts me of hbel ﬁatidalum magzmtum, and crimes of I within ‘their boundaries the ‘mere: phantoms of men; We can - R
.know not what comphcated denomination. nevgr judge from an obfer vation of their inhabitants what men %
| | ' ' . would be, if they knew of ‘no appeal from the tribunal of con- - i
If the evil ftopped here, it would be well, . If I only fuffered fcience, and if,-whatever- they thought, they dared- to fpeak and . :
a certain ‘calamity, fuppofe death, I could endure it.- . Death- has. dared to’ aé't ’ . : e i
Hitherto been the common lot of men,and I expe& at fome time g : , T _ _ ; :
or other to fubmlt to it. Human focicty muft {ooner or later- A prefent there will perhaps oceur to-the majbrity of readers ' 4
e_ i
: : i
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OF THE EXERCISE

but few inftances of laws, which may be fuppofed to inteifere

withl the confcientious difcharge of duty. A confiderable fum-
ber will occur in the courfe of the pl;fcnt enquiry. More would
readily offer themfelves to a patient refearch. Men are fo fuc-
cefsfully reduced to a common ftandard by the operatson of po-

fitive law, that in moft countries they are capablc of little more

- than like parrots repeating each other. 'This umformlty is ca~

pable of being produced in two Ways, by energy of mind and

indefatigablenefs of enqmr),enablmg a confiderable number to
efs into the recefles of truth’; -and by

penetrate with equal fucc
igid indifference to right and

pufillanimity of temper. and a fr |
wrong, produced by the penalties which are fufpended over {uch

a5 {hall difintereftedly enquire, and communicate ‘and adt upon

the refult of their enquiries. It is eafy to perceive which of

thefe is the caufe of the uniformity that prevails.in the prefent -

inftance.

If there be : any truth more unqueftionable than the reft, it is,
that every man is bound to the exertion of his faculties in the
difcovery of right, and to the carrying into “effect all the right
with which he is acquainted, It may be granted that an infallible
ftandard, if it could be difcovered, would be confiderably bene-
ficial. But this infallible ftandard itfelf would be.of litlle ufe in
human Affairs, unlefs it had the properfy of reafonmg as well
as deciding, of enlightening the mind as well as conftraining the

body. If a man be in fome cafes obllged to prefer his own
| judg-
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"OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT.
judgment, he is in all cafes obliged to confult that judgment,
the fort provided for or no. So that from this reafoning it ulti-

mately appears, that no man is obliged to conform to any rule

of condu@, farther than the rule is confiftent with juftice,

" Such are the genuine principles of human fociety. Such

would be the unconftrained concord of its membcrs in a flate

129
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before he can determine whether the matter in queftion be of “———=

Arguments
in favour of

pofitive in-
ftitution :

where every individual within the focicty, and every neighbour

without, was capable of liftening with fobriety to the dictates of

reafon. We fhall not fail to be imprefled with- confiderable re-

gret, if, when we defcend to the prefent mixed characters of

mankind, we find ourfelves obliged in any degree to depart from

{o fimple and grand a principle.  The univerfal exercife of pri-

vate _]udgment is a dofrine fo unfpeakably beautiful, that the-

“true politician will cert'un]y refolve to-interfere with it as fpat-

ingly and in as few inftances as poﬂible. Let us confider. what

sre the emergencies that may be thought to demand an ex-

ception. They can only be briefly ftated in this place, each of

them requiring to be minutely examined in the fubfequent ftages

of the enquify.

In the firft place then it feems neceffary for fome powerful 1. Thenccel-
fity of repet-

arbltrator to interfere, where the proceedings.of the individual

threaten the moft injurious confequences to his neighbours, and

ling private
injuﬂ:iuc.

where the inftant nature of the cafe will not accord with .the |
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130 OF THE EXERCISE - OF PRI JUDGMENT I31 l!
- Y : = scondly, the fume external ation will admi very pof- BOOK IL '
BOOK L. yncertain progrefs of argument and conviction addrefled to the Secondly, th e exter i t of every p . r
1AV . d 5 f1 - vice, an fhall commi y —— :
CE 0 of the offender. A man, fuppofe, has committed murder, . - fible fhade of virtue or uc_e One mar fhall ommit murder, to the divefny _
to make the cafe more aggravated, feveral murders; and, . remove a troublefome obferver of his depraved difpofitions, who of metives: : !
or, t0 1 x : ¢ . i . . . ; . 3
1 . thus far over-ftepped all thofe boundaries of innocence will otherwife countera& and expolfe him to-the world. A fe-
_ aving . - ‘ OO . . - ;
1 ouilt which reftrain the generality of men, it is to be pre- S cond, becaufe he cannot bear the ingenuous {incerity with which
an gl 4 . . e 7 - . . . . - . . ) 1
fumed from analogy that he may be led to the commiffion of : : he is told of his vices. A third, from his intolerable envy of
um { ‘ . ’ . .
ther murders. At firft it may appear to be no great infringe-~ fuperior merit, A fourth, becaufe he knows his adverfary me-
[s14}] L] “ N ’ . ' ) . - -
nt upon the exerci’e of private judgment, to put it under fome ditates an aé pregnant with extenfive mifchief, .and he perceives
me ‘ : ' . ."' L . . .o . 3
degree of reftraint, when it leads to the commiffion of atrocious no "ot'_ner mode by which its perpetration can be prevented. - A :
crimes. ‘There are however certain difficulties in the cafe which :? . fifth, in the acual defence of his father’s Tife or his daughter’s § ‘
are worthy fo be confidered. : - . chaftity. Each of thele men, except perhaps the laft, may act M
S ' cither from momentary impulfe, or from any of the infinite i
“Objections : Firft, as foon as we admit the propriety of a rule fuch as that ‘fhades and 'degrees of deliberation. Would you award one in- it
: g i . S R . . . - C . t
above ftated, our next concern will be with the evidence, which S dividual punifhment to all thefe varieties of altion? Can you il
[ 3 . N . N W
fhall lead to the acquittal or conviction of the perfon accu ed. i pretend in"each inftance to afcertain the exat quantity of wrong, §F
e wncer-  Now it is well known, that no principles of evidence have yet - “cquivalent to each? Strictly fpeaking no two men were ever 3
he nacer- ' ‘ - i
ainty of evi- R " affairs univerfall . - s e bt here comes | SRR S i
bty o e een laid down that are infallible. }Igmau_aﬁ‘u_ s u aly guilty of the fam? crime; but here comes in pofitive law with its El
proceed upon prefumption and probability. An cye-witnefs muft - Procruftes’s bed, and levels flll characters, and tramples upon all 43
identify the pexfon of the offender, and in this he may be mif~ L difindtions. - . _ _ _ _ . i
: , ; ; i
- : . i ive proofs i
taken. We muft neceflarily be contented with prefumptive 11)) o 5 ‘ | ;
T . imagine ourfelves to be oblige i irdly, punithment is not the appropriate mode of corre@- the unfuit- 18
of his intention ; and often are or imagine o " _Th g( Tl}ll Y, P . o llI’P ;’ - d . ablencls of !
. ive evi a& itlelt. e conie- ing the errors of mankind. It will probably be admitted, that the meansof &
to admit_prefumptive evidence of the fact ek  T2¢ FO3 2 s ;R pronby ed, that the menes i
nce is inevitable. And furely it is no trivial evil, to fubje o the only true end of punifhment is corre®ion. That queftion i
que ¢ ) .. i -' - » L4 T . -Ji
an innocent man eventually, to the public award and -the efta- will be difcufled in another part of the prefent enquiry. “ I have i
blifhed punifhment agnexed to the moft atrocious crmes, - -donc fomething, which though wrong m_it_fc]f,l believe to'be ’;
: ' - ' right; or I have donc fomething which-I uluaily admit to be p
Secondly, - . , S 2 wrong , . #@
¥
| {1
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BOOK Hf wrong ; but my conviction upon the fubject is not fo clear and
CHAP. VL o T _ o,
—— forcible, as to prevent my yiclding toa powerful temptat

There can be no doubt, that the proper way of conveying to my
underftanding a truth of which I am ignorant, or of imprefling

‘mer with which I am ac-
upon me a firmer perfuafion of a truth

quainted, is by an appeal to my veafon. Even an angry expof-

- ) - !‘ -
tulation with me upon my conduct will but excite fimilar pal~

ﬁons in me¢. “dld ClO[ld inﬁead Of illuminate my underﬁandmg.
-
“':1)7 Of exprcfﬁng truth, \\’lth fuch bEIlEVO-

There is certainly a
lence as to command attention, and fuch evidence as to inforce

convi&tion in all cafes whatever,

Punifbhment fnevitably excites in the fufferer, and.ought to
Let its purpofe be to convince me

which I at prefent believe to be

cither toim-

prefs new . e e e
Btiments:  excite, a fenfe of injuftice.

of the truth of a propofition,
falfe. Tt is not abftractedly confidered of the nature of an argu-~
with producing conviction.

L

ment, and therefore it cannot begin - ‘
Punifhment is a fpecious name, but is in reality nothing more

than force put upon onc being by another who happens to be
ftronger. Now ftrength apparently does not conftitute juftice,

nor ought might,” according to
right” The cafe of punithment, which we are now confidering,
is the cafe of you and I differing in opinion, and your telling me
a more brawny arm, or

quiring fkill in your

a trite proverb, to  overcome

that you muft be right, fince you have

have applied your mind more to the ac

" weapons than I have.

But

OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT.

But let us fuppofe, “ that I am convinced of my error, but
that my convition is fuperficial and flutuating, and the object
you propole is to render it durable and profownid.”  Ought it to
be thus durable and profound? There are no doubt arguments
and reafons calculated to render it fo. Is it in reality problema_
tical, and do_you wifh by the weight of your blows to make
up for the deficiency of your logic? ‘This can never be de-
fended. An appeal to force muft appear to both parties, in pro-
portion to the foundnefs of their underflanding, to be a con-
feffion of imbecility. - He that has recourfe to it, would have no
occafion for this expedient, if he were fufficiently acquainted
with- the powers of that truth it is his office to communicate. If
there be any man, who, in fuffering punifhment, is not confcious
of injuftice, he muft have had his mind previoully debafed by
ﬂaverj, and his fenfe of moral right and wrong blunted by a
feries of oppreflion..

[ The cafe is not altered for the better, if I fuffer punifhment,
not for my own corre&ion, but for an example to others. Upon
this {fuppofition a new difhculty is introduced, refpecting the pro-
priety of one man’s being fubjetted to pain, for the fake of im-

proving the charadter and ecradicating the vices of another,

133

BOOK 11

CHAP. VI
e —
ortolirengihe
en vid oncs,

Punifhment :
for the fake -
of example .

confidered, .

The fuftering is here alfo involuntary, Now, though will cannot -

alter the nature of juftice, it muft be admitted that the voluntzirr

fufferer has at lcaft onc advantage over the involuntary, in the

coifcious liberality of his purpofe. He that fuffers, not for his

cvwa.
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134 OF THE EXERCISE :
2 - of off 'ﬁ i fo f As to every other circumftance in the cafe of him who is C%E}?l}'{ o ﬂ
OK . i -antare of others, liands, 10 iar . - . . . CHAL Vi .
(?lgfl%\\l’li' own correction, but for the advantag ’ ’ punithed for an example to others, it remains precifely the fame ———

e g rclates to that fuflering, in the fituation of an innocent perfon,
If the fuffering had relation to him perfonally as a viciou; or
imperfedt charaler, it muft have rclation to him in refpc.& either
to the paft or the future. It cannot have relation to .lum as to
the paft, for that is concluded and beyond the reach of altera-

tion or remedy. By the fuppofition 1t has not rclation to hlll.l

as when we {fuppofed him to be punifhed for his own reformation. -
It is ftill an argument of the moft exceptionable nature employed

to corre& the opinions of mankind. 1t is ftill a menace of vio-

Ience made ufe of to perfuade them of the truth or falthood of
a propoﬁtion. It has little chance of making them wife, and can

fcarcely fail of making thiem timid, diffembling and corrupt,

but to others as to the future. : '

Notwith@anding all thefe obje@ions, it would be difficult to- Urgency of-
- ' the cale,

It ought to be obferved in this place, that by mnocence I do find 2 country, refpecing which we could fay, that the inhabic o

not underftand virtue. Innocence is a fort of ncutral ch_ari'l&er’

. : tants might with fafety be difimiffed from the operation of pﬁniﬂl;
and {tands in the mid way between good and harm. Undoubtedly :

. 1o 3 " ment, So mixed.is human chara&er, fo wild are its exdurfions,
. icty fhould be deftroye 4 : . C .
it were better, that a perfon ufelefs to focicty yee fo calamitous and deteftable are the errors into which it occa-- _ .

than a man of cminent worth, and a perfon likely to prove in-
1 fay likely to prove injurious ; for the

s et e e AR mee YT Tl 45 ot L 1o F LS AR

fionally falls, that fomething more than argument feems necéﬂin'y

=

-

jurious than either.

' - . for their fuppreffion. Human beings are fuch tyros in the art
ady committed, being irrevocable, ought not to enter into

fault alre : , -
the account, and we have nothing to do but with the probability

of its rcpetition. It is in this fenfe that the fufferer ftands upon

2 level with many of thofe perfons, who are ufually denomi-

of reafoning, that the wifeft of us often prove impotent in our-
attempts, where an inftant effe@ _was'inof’c powerfully wanted..
“While I ftand ftill to reafon with the thief, the aflaflin or the
oppreffor, 'tl.lcyﬁhaﬂen ‘to new fcenes of devaftation, and with un--
. nated innocen_t. fparing violence confound all the princi[;les' of human fociety. 1.

' ' T thould obtain little fuccels by the abolition of punifhment, unlefs .
It muft alfo be allowed, that there are cafes in which it is ) '

proper that innocent men fhould fuffer for the public good. But

¢his is a queftion of a very delicate nature, and the fevere moralift

- T could at the fame time abolifh thofe caufes that generate tempt- -
ation and make punithment neceflary,” Meanwhile the argu--

’ . . ) : {T . 1 u iﬂ N -
will be very relu@ant to condemn that man to dic for the be- ments already addz.xced may be fuflicient to‘ihcw that punifh

’

. T ment :

nefit of others, who is defirous to live.

As

7 ) o )
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136 OF THE. EXERCISE OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 137

human race would be nearly extirpated, if
3 they were fi BOOK II.
y extirpated, y were fupported /00t

DOOK IL. ment is always an evil, and to perfuade us never to recur to it
- only by the voluntary contributions of thofe by whom their prin. “~——

CHADP. VI,
‘" but from the moft evident necefiity.

ciple was approved.

2 Rebellion.  The remaining cafes in which it may feem requifite to have

3. War, recourfe to the general will of the focicty, and to fuperfede The obje@tion, which has hitherto been permitted pradtically Reply.

the private judgment of individuals, are, when we are called to fuperfede thefe reafonings, is the difficulty of condudting an

se e . affair, i £ whi i . -
upon to counterad the hoftilities of an internal encmy, or to re- , in the fuccefs of which millions may be intercfted, upon

A - . . . . N ) fo 1 H Iar 1
Objetions,  pel the attacks of a foreign invader. Mere as in the former in- precarious a fupport as that of private judgment. The men,

oy

. . - . . . with w i fetv. ar
ftance the evils that arife from an uvfurpation upon private judg- hom we are ufually concerned in human fociety, are of fo

ment arc many and various, It is wrong that I fhould contribute mixed a charatter, and a felf-love of the narroweft kind is {o

in any mode to a proceeding, a war for example, that I belicve to deeply rooted in many of them, that it feems nearly unavoidable

be unjuft. Qught I to draw my fword, when the adverfary appears upon the {cheme of voluntary contribution, that the moft gene-
to me to be employed in repelling a wanton aggreflion? The

- cafe feems not to be at all different, if I contribute my property,

rous would pay a very ample proportion, while the mean and

avaricious, though they contributed nothing, would come in for

the produce it may be of my perfonal labour; though cuftom their full fhare of the benefit. - He that would recohcil_e a perfe&t
. Tas reconciled us-to the one rather than the other, ' ' freedom in this refpe@ with the intereft of the whole, ought i

- ‘ . ‘_' to propofe at the fame time the means of extirpating felfithnefs f;
The confequences arc a degradation of character and a relaxa- a‘nd vice. How far fuch a propofal is feafible will come hereafter ;
. tion of principle, in the perfon who is thus made the inftrument to be confidered. ) i i .
of a tranfadtion, which his judgment difapproves. In this cafe, : "

‘as has been already ftated generall)r; the human mind is com- .- ) %

prefled and unnerved, alt it affords us fearcely the femblance of |

what it might otherwife have been. And, in addition to the ]

. general conﬁderations-in fimilar cafes, it may be obferved, that . ' 1!

the frequent and obftinate. wars which at prefent delolate the - t

' ]
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CONCERNING . i

POLITICAL JUSTICE

BO OK IL

PRINCIPLES OF GOVERNMENT.

| _ :
GCHAP .
SYSTEMS OF POLITICAL WRITERS.

e e e . THE QUESTION STATED.—FIRST HYPOTHESIS: GOVERN-
) . MENT FOUNDED IN  SUPERIOR STRENGTH,~—SECOND HY-

P

'POTHESIS: GOVERNMENT. JURE DIVINO—THIRD HYPO-

B '  THESIS : THE SOCIAL CONTRACT.,—THE FIRST.HYPOTHE~

1S EXAMINED.—THE SECOND—CRITERION OF DIVINE
RIGHT: I PATRIARCHAL_DESCENT—z. JUSTICE.

[T has appeared in the courfc of our reafomngs upon the na- BOOK IIL,

CHAP. I.
ture of fociety, that there are occafions i m whlch it may be w5

Th fti
neceﬁ'ary, to fuperfedé private _]udgmcnt for the' fake of public fatedy
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SYSTEMS OF

POLITICAL WRITERS.

140 141
IE%OKPHI! good, and to control the aéls of the individual by an a& to be entered into a contra&t with their governors or with each other, _BCOI?K ur.
“——— performed in the name of the whole. It is therefore an intereft- and which founds the rights of government in the confent of \——t:-P—I—’
ing-enquiry to aftertain in what manner fuch alts are to be the governed. | o ' I
originated, or in other words to afcertain the foundation of po- il
litical government. ' The two firlt of thefe hypothefes may eaﬁly be difmiffed. The firkt by - .
o . ) That of force appears to proceed upon the total negation of ab- Eﬁ::;sﬁs =
gizgsl:ygs::: 'I_‘hex:e are three hypothefes that have been _principally main- firact and immutable juftice, aﬂirrmng every government to be
serament tained upon this fubject. Firft, the fyftem of force, according -xight, that is poflefled of power fufficient to inforce its decrees.
erl:f::tol: to which it is affirmed, * that, in‘afmuch as it is neceffary that the It puts a violent termination upon all political {cience; and
great mafs of ‘mankind fhould be held under the fubje@ion of feems intended to perfuade men, to fit down quietly under their
compulfory reftraint, there can be no other criterion of that re- prefent difadvantages, whatever they may be, and not exert them-
firaint, than the power of the inﬂividua;ls who iay claim to its felves to difcover a remedy for the evils they fuffer. The fecond The fecond.
exercife, the foundation of which power exifts in the unequal hypothefis is of an equivocal nature. It either coincides with :
degrees, in which corporal ftrength and intelleGtual fagacity are the firft, and affirms all exifting power to be alike of divine de- 1
difteibuted among mankind.” rivation; or it muft remain totally ufelefs till a criterion can be l
_ o found, to diﬂin_guiih thofe governments which are ai)proved by- :
3::3:&:290 There s a fecond clafs of reafoners, who deduce the origin of God, from thofe which cannot Iay claim to that fan&ion. The (Cl::lt:::zn }::tf '
;:::2:::5 all governmént from divine right, and affirm, ¢ that, as men de- criterion of patriarchal defcent will be of no avall till the true 1.Patriafch;l K
rived their exiftence from an infinite creator at firft, fo are they claimant and rightful heir can be difcovered. If we make utility de[};‘;cc ’
ftill fubject to his providential care, and of confequence owe alle- and juftice the teft of God’s approbation, this hypothefis will be '
"giance to their ‘civil governors, as to a power which he has Tiable to little obje@ion ; but then on the other hand little will
thought fit to fet over them.” be gained by it, fince thofe who have not introduced divine
| right into the argument, will yet readily grant, that a government
311;2;1:}320. The third {yftem is that which has been moft ufually main. . .thich can be fhewn to be agreeable to utility and juftice, is a
{Dr:gl con-  tained by the friends of equality and _]u{’ace the fyftem accord- rightful government,
ing to which the mdlvidua]s of any focxety are fuppofed to have
entered The
7 |
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142 SYSTEMS OF POLITICAL WRITERS.
“BOOK IIL | The third hypotheﬁs demands a more careful’ examination, If
CHAP. L.

‘———— any error have infinuated itfelf into the fupport of truth, it be-

comes of particular confequence to detect it. Nothing can be of
ejudlce and miftake on the

more 1mportance, than to feparate pr
ne hand, from reafon and demon{h'atlon on the other. W here-

ever they have been confounded, the caufe of truth ‘muft necef-
farily be a fufferer. 'That caufe, fo far from being injured by the
diffolition of the unnaturat alliance,’ may be expelted’to derive.
from that diffolution an eminent degree of profpenty and luﬁre,

GHAP

R R

1 s ]

¢ H AP I

OF THE S50CIAL CONTRACT. -

QUERIES PROPOSED,—WHO ARE THE CONTRACTING PAR-

‘TIES }—WHAT IS THE FORM OF ENGAGEMENT !—OVER
._HOW LONG A PERIOD DOES THE CONTRACT EXTBND P
TO HOW GREAT A VARIETY or~ PROPOSITIONS P-——cAN IT

EXTEND TO LAWS HEREAFTER TO BE MADE?——ADDRESSES -

OF ADHESION CONSIDERED.—POWER OF A MAJORITY.

PONthe firft ftatement of the fyftem of a focial contra&t

various diﬁieultie's“ prefent thémfelves, Who are the 'partie-s'

to this contraét?
only or for others ?

For whom-did they confent, for themfelves
For ho'w long a time is this contrat to be
conﬁdered as bmdmg? If the confent of every md1v1dual be

neceﬂ'ary, in what manner is that confent to be gwen ? s it
to be taczt or declared in exprefs terms P

“Litde will be gamed for the caufe of equahty ‘and’ _;u{hce, if

our anceftors, at the firft inftitution of government, had a right

'mdeed of chooﬁng the fyﬂ:em of regulatlons under which: they

thought proper to live, but at the famé time could barter away
the underf’candmgs and mdependence of all that came after thera

’._.“_

3 .. A 5 . - T i . to

BOOK 1IIL
CHAP.II.

"

neries pro- . T
;%Ted- ‘1

YWho are the
contralling
parties?
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144 OF THE SOCIAL CONTRACT. OF THE SOCIAL CONTRACT. ' e | ‘
%?.&KPI;III to the lateft pofterity. But, if the contra&. muft be renewed in :
~—~— cach fucceflive generation, what periods muft be fixed on for
that purpofe? And if I be obliged to fubmit- to the eftablifhed
government till my turn comes to affent to it,-upon what prin-
ciple is that obligation founded ?  Surely not upon the contract

into which my father entered before I was born ?

of a forcigner fettling among us, though his acquiefcence is cer- %%%]}IH
tainly moft complete; while natives removing into an unin- “————
habited region are claimed by the mother country, and removing

into ‘a neighbouring territory are punithed by municipal law, if :
they ‘take arms againft the country in which they were born. { '
Now furely acquiefcence can fcarcely be conftrued’ into confent,
while the individuals concerned are wholly unapprifed of the

Whatisthe  Secondly, what is the nature of the confent, in confequence h
authority intended to be refted upon it, *

form of en-

gagement ! of which T am to be recLoned the .ub_]e& of : any parttcular go-

. vemment ? It is ufually fald ¢ that acqmefcence is fuﬁic;ent- ' M. i.oeke, the great champion of the doflrine of an original _

contract, has been aware of this difficulty, and therefore obferves,
that *a tacit confent indeed obliges a man to obey the laws of
any government, as long as he has any pofleflions, or enjoyment -
‘of any part of the dominions of that government; but nothing

and that this acqmefcence is to be inferred from my living
quietly under the protection of the laws.” But if this be true,
an end is as effeGually put to all political fcience, all difcrimina-

" tion of better and worle, as by any fyftem:; mvented by the moft
flavith fycophant that ever exifted.. Upon.this hypotheﬁs every *
government that is qutet])f fubmitted to isa lawful government,
whether it be the ufurpation of Cromwel or the tyranny of Cah-

_can ‘make a man a member .of the commonwealth, ‘but his : ‘
.a&ually entering mto it by poﬁtwe engagement and e:tpref's
promife and compa&. 1" A fingular diftin&ion ; implying upon

gula. Acqmefcence 1 frequently nothing more than a choice on the
. part of the individual of what he dcems the leaft evik In many
cafes it is not fo much as this, fince the peafant and the artifan,

.who form- the bulk of a nation, however dlﬂ'ansﬁed wnh the

* government of thelr country, feldom have it in then' power_to

tranfport themfelves to another. It is alfo to be obferved upon °

the face of it, that an ‘acquiefcence, fuch as has juft been de-
feribed, is fufficient to render a man amenable to the petial re-

gulations of fociety ; but that his own confent is neceffary to
entitle him to its pnvxleges.

A thn'd ob_]e&mn to the foc:al contradt will’ fuggeﬂ: itfelf, as Over how

Joon as we attempt to afcertain the extent of the obllgatlon, even lc;):tE :.h[:;‘::::ld

‘tract extend 2
. Part I Effay xii. -~ ' .
# Treatife of Government. Book IE Ch. viii §. 119, 122, -

e S 5 , o . of : | S _ U tuppofing

the fyftem of acquiefcence, that it is in llttle agreement Wlth the:

. _v?i.'.

efhbhfhed opinions and - practices | of maand Thus what has | % et Hume's Efays
been called the law of nations, lays leaft ﬁrefs upon the alleglance "
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146 ' OF THE SOCIAL CONTRACT.

1(3:%%11(, IIIIT fuppofing it to have been entered into in the moft folemn man--
‘=’ ner by every member of the community. Allowing that T am.
called upon,, at the period of my coming of age for eéxample, to-
declare my affent or diffént to any fyftem of opinions or any"
code of pra&ical inftitutes ; for how long a period does this de~-
claration bind me 2. Am I-preciuded from better information for -
the whole courfe of my life 2 And, if not for my whole life,.
why- for-a year, a week or even an-hour? If my “deliberate :
judgment or my real fentiment be of no avail in the cafe, in-
"what fenfe can it be affirmed. that all lawful government. iss
founded in my confent - - - o
Tohowgreat Byt the queftion of time i§ not thie-only difficulty. Ir ')'61tt

a varicty of

propofitions 2 demand my affent to any propofition, it is neceffary that the-

propoﬁtlon fhould be flated {imply and clearly.. So numerous
are the varieties of human underﬁandmg, in all’ cafcs where its .
independence and integrity are fufficiently preferved that there :
is little chance of any two men coming to a precife agneement
about ten fucceflive propoﬁnons that ate in’ their own- mture
open to debate. What then can be more abfurd than to prefent_
to me the laws of England in fifty volumes foho, and call upon.:
me to give an honeft and uninfluenced vote upon their. whole:

contents at once ?

Ca;: itexﬁend But the focial contraét, confidered’ as the -foundation of civil:
to laws heige )

aft;r tobe  government, requires mere of me than-this,. 1 'am not only-
madac £ I . ] ) .

obliged .

e L Tw twad Am i g
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‘obliged to confent to all the laws that are atually upon record,

147

BOOK 1L -
CHAP.IL

but to ail the laws that fhall hereafter be made. It was under ‘——v—r’

this view of the fubject, that Rouffeau, in tracing the con-
fcquence-. of the focial contract, was led to aflert, that « the great

body of the people, in whom the fovereign authority refides,

can neither delegate nor refign it. The eflence of that autho-
tity,” he adds, “is the general will ; and will-cannot be repre-
fented. It muft either ‘be the fame or another; there is no
alternative. 'The deputies of the people cannot be its reprefen-
tatives ; they are merely its attorneys. T he laws, that the com-
munity does not ratif'y in per['oﬁ, are no laws, are nullities,®”
‘The dlﬂiculty here ftated has been endeavoured to be prowded
againft by fome late advocates for hbelt}, in the way of addreffes
of adhefion ; addrefles, originating in the vatious diftrits and
departments of a nation, and without which no regulation of
-conftitutional unportance is to be deemed valid, But this is a
very inadequate and fuperﬁcnl remedy. The addreﬂ'ers of courle

have {eldom any other remedy than that above defcribed, of ine

* ¢ La fouveraineté ne peut Etve.veprefentée, par laméme vaifen quielle ne peut éire
alienée ; elle confifle effentiellement dans la wslinté générale, et la wolonté ns fe repre-

Jente point = elle off la ménie, ou clke off autre ; il #'5 a point de milien,  Les deputés du

-peuple ne font dene point fes reprefentans, ils ne font que fos commiflaires 5 ils ne peuvent
" vien conclure defimitivement,  Toute loi que fe peuple en perfonne w'a pas ratifiée, off

Addreffesof
adhefion con-

ﬁdCYCd-

aalle ; ce i'eft point une A Du Contrail Sﬁmvl Liv. L. Chap. xv.
- U2 - diferi iminate
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. BOOK Il‘I‘.
CHAP.
\-—v——."

Power ofa
majority,

OF THE SOCIAL. CONTRACT.

diferiminate admiffion or reje€tion, There is an infinite differ--
ence-between the firlt deliberation, and the fubfequent exercifc
of a negative. The former is a real power, the latter is feldomy
more than the fhadow of a power. Not to.add, that addrefles:
are a-moft precarious and equivocal mode of colle@ing the fenfe
of ‘a nation.. They are ufually voted-in a tumultuous and fum~
mary manner ; they-are carried’ along by the.tide of party ; and
the fignatures: annexed to them are-obtained by indire&t and ac=
cidental- methods, while multitudes of byftanders, unlefs upon:
{fome extraordinary occafion, remain ignorant of  or indifferent:

.

.,

to the. tranfattion.. -

Laftly, if government be founded 'in the con{'ent of the people;,
it can have no power over any individual by whom that confent:

36 refifed; I a tacit cor_lfent..be not fufficient; ftill léfs can I ber
deemed to. liave confented to a- meafure -upon- which I put an .

exprefs negative. 'This immediately - follows: from the obferva-
tions of Roufleau. If the. people, or the-individuals of whom .

the people' is-conftituted, cannot- delégate-their authority to a re«

prefentatlve neither can any individual delegate his authority.

to a-majority,.in an-affembly of which he'i is himfelf'a-member. -

Thie rules by which my a&ions fhall be dire(ted are matters ofa.
confideration  entirely perfonal ; .and no man: t;anzfransfer to.
" another the keeping of his confcience. and the judging of his -

duucs. But this brings. us back to the point from which we fet:
o,

T e v o et 5~ L A Sy
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out. No confent of ours can diveft us of our moral capacity. 2OOKII-.

AP.IL’
This is a fpecies of property which we can neither barter nor “———
refign ; and of confequence it is impoffible for any government

to derive its authority from an original contradt.
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J x50 1 ’ ‘ OF PROMISES. g ;_

What 1s it then to which the obligation of a promife applies? DOOK IIL.
;e - A ks - & P PPUES S (parp. ur. . i

What I have promifed is either right, or wrong, or indifferent, “~——*

CCHAD I

OF PROMISES.

There arc few articles of human conduct that fall under the latter-
clafs ; and the greater fhall be our improvements in moral fcience-
the fewer ftill will they appear. Omitting thefe, let us then con-- . ' '

fider only the two preceding clafles. 1 have promifed to do»

+

s ol s YED,~— r '-' BE i"T- . . » . . .
THIE VALIDITY OF PROMISES EXAMINED.—SHEWN TO BE 11 fomething juft and right.” This certainly I ought to perform,.

CONSISTENT WITH JUSTICE.—TO BE FOREIGN TO THE

Why? Not becaufe I promifed, but becaufe juftice preferibes it..

. — : EXP :D.—THE . :
_ GENERAL GOOD.—OF THE EXFECTATION EXCITED ¢ I have promifed.to beftow a-fum of money upon fome good and-

v 4 \ \ E VALI-' . »
FULFILLING EXPECTATION DOES NOT IMPLY THE refpeCtable purpofe. In the interval-between the promife and.

C o J . . . : .
DITY OF A PROMISE.~~CONCLUSION my fulfilling it, a- greater and nobler purpofe offers itfelf, and.

. ’ - .t : : areyiee . tH .
BOOK IIL HE whole principle of an original contra& proceeds upon calls with an imperious “voice ‘for. my cooperation.” Which-

.CL—V-——'HAP. = the obligation under which we are placed to obferve our . ought 1 to- prefer?. That which beft deferves my. preference.-

“The validity e r s e .
«ofpromif:s promifes. The reafoning upon which it is founded is, ¢ that we
.examined. :

A’ promife can make no alteration in the cafe. I ought to be guid--

have promifed obedience to government, and therefore are bound ed by the intrinfic- merit of the objeds, and not by any external: C :

to obey.” It may confequently be proper to enquire into the na-

ture of this obligation to obferve our promifes.

. and foreign confideration. .. No engagements of mine can change.

their intrinfic claims,

- AN this b exceedingl plin to i resder ko Has follow.
Shewntobe  We have already eftablifhed juftice as the fum of ‘moral and Il this muft be exceedingly pliin to the reader who has follow.

inconfiftent . .. . . . .
avith juitice: “political duty. Is juftice then in its own nature precarious or

N\

ed me in my early reafonings upon the nature of juftice, If every-

. . iples of immutable jufti i r - ' .
fame. A good man muft always be the proper object of my ciples of immutable juflice, promifes have no department left up

fupport and cooperat;mn; vice of my cenfure; and the vicious on” which for them to detide.  Juftice it-appears therefore ought -
' ' _7 to be done, whether we have promifed it or not. If we difcover -
-~ o . i . \

man of inftru&tion and reform, . _ . .
any thing to be unjuft, we ought to abftain from it, with what-.
. - i . _ What .

-
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DOOX IIL

CHAP. 111,
——

“to be fo-
-reign to ge-
.—nua] good.

OTF PROMISES.

ever folemnity we have engaged for its perpetration,  We were
erroncous and vicious when the promife -was made; but this

affords no fufficient reafon for its performance..

“But it will be faid,  if promifes be not made, or <wvhen mafle
be not fulfilled, how can the affairs of the world be carried on ¥
By rational and intélligent beings ating as if they were rational

and intelligent. A promife would perhaps be fufficiently inno-

_cent, if it were underftood merely as-declaratory of intention, and

not as precluding farther information. Even ‘in this reftrained
fenfe however it is far from being :generally meceflary. Why .
fhould it be fuppofed that the affairs of the world would not go
on fufficiently well, thoi:gh inf'neigh';)our could no farther de-

~ pend upon my affiftance than it a'ppearedimtional to'gi'ant it ?

This would be a fufficient .dependence if I'vere honeft, nor
would-he+f -he were honéft defire ‘any thing’ more. - If T were
dithoneft, if I could not be bound_by the reafon and: juftice of
‘the cafe, it would afford him a flender additional dependence to
call in the' aid.of .a principle founded-in prejudice and miftake :

not+to fay, that, let it afford ever fo great advantage i in any par-

' ticular cafe, the evil of the immoral precedent would outwelgh

the individual advantage.

It may be farther objected, ¢ that this principle might be fuf-
ficiently fuited to a better and more perfect ftate of fociety, but

that at prefent there are dithoneft members of the community,
| who

-ﬁs-:;«‘l-r.-r‘f"ﬁf.a T T A AR R S R R MR T R

(IR R¥ S R BRI RSP 3 . ¥
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OF PROMISES.

“who will not perform their duty, if they be not bound to it by
“fome groffer motive, than ‘the mere moral confideration” Be
it fo, 'Thistis a queftion altogether different from that we have
been exzuﬁining We are not now enquiring whether the com-
munity ought to animadvert upon the errors of its members.
This animadverfion the upright man is not backvward to encoitn-
ter, and willingly rifks the penalty, which the fociety (for the
Jociety is more competent to afcertain “the juft amount of the
penalty than the ‘preceding caprice of the parties) “has awarded
in ‘cafes apparently fimilar, if he conceive that his duty requu‘es
from him that rifk. '

‘But to return to the cafe of promifes. I fhall be told, -that,
“ in choofing between two purpofes about which to employ my

money, my time or my talents, my promlfe may make an effen-

- tial dlﬁ'erence, and therefore having once been given ought to

be fulfilled.  'The party to whom it was made has had expeta-
tions excited in him, which I ought not to difappoint ; the party

to whom'I am under no engagement has no fuch difappoint-
‘ment to encounter,”

- What is" this tendernefs to which I am
bound, this expectation I muft not dare to difappoint ? An ex-

peCtation that I fhould do wrong, that I fhould prefer a lefs good

‘10 a greater, that I fhould commit abfolute evil ; for fuch muft be

the refult when the balance has been ftruck. * But his expecta-

tion has altered the nature of his fituation, has engaged him in

X o 'uhder- ;
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BOOK IIL yndertakings from which he would otherwife have abftained.”

CHAP. IIL
- Beitfo. Heand all other men will be taught to depend more

upon their own exertions, and lefs upon the affiftance of others,
which caprice may refufe, or juftice oblige me to withhold, - He
and all others will be taught to acquire fuch merif, and to en-
gage in fuch purfuits, as fhall oblige every honeft man to come
to their fuccour, ifthey fhould ftand in need of aﬂiﬁance.( The

refolute execution of juftice, without liftening to that falle pity,

which, to do imaginary kindnefs to one, would lead us to injure .

the whole, would in a thoufand ways increafe the independence,

the energies and the virtue of mankind.

The gﬂﬁ'ﬂing Let us however fuppofe, © that my- condu& ought'to be in-
expeftation D . . T ¢
dovs not im- fluenced by this previous expectation of the individual.” Let

ply the validi- . . e e .
ty of a pro- _us fuppofe, ¢ that, in feleCting an individual for a certain office,

mife. . . :
N my choice ought not to be governed merely by the abftrat fitnefs

of the candidates, but that I ought to take into the account the
value of the appointment from certain cireumftances to

extreme
one of the candidates, and its comparative inutility to the other.””

Let us farther fuppéfe,  that the expeltation excited in one of

them has led him into ftudies and purfuits to qualify himfelf for
the office, which will be ufelefs if he ‘do not fucceed to it; and
vhat this is one of the confiderations which ought to govern my
determination.”—All thlb does not come up to what we have beeh

taught refpeQing the obligation of a promife,

2 : Yor,

e

e s i v i i e 4227
e

OF PROMISES. s

Yor, firlt, it may be obferved, that it feems to be of little con« BOOK IIL.
CHAP.IIL

fequence in this ftatement, whether thé expe&ation were excited ‘“——

by a dire&t promife or in fome other manner, whether it were
excited by a declaration of mine or of a third perfon, or laftly,

_ whether it arofe fingly out of the reafon of the cafe and the pure

dedu@ions and refleCtions of the expefter’s mind.  Upon every
one of thefe ‘fuppoﬁtiogs his conduét, and the .injury he may
fuftain from a difappointment, will remain the fame. Here tﬁen
all that has been commonly underflood by the obligafic;n of a
promife is excluded, - The motive to be attended to, flows from
no folemn engagement of mine, but from an incidental. confe-
ql_lence‘of 3ny@ecla’rati.on, and which might juﬂ:-as. éa-ﬁ!y“imvé -‘
been the confequence of many other circumftances. “The con-
fideration by which it becomes me-to be influenced is, not-a ze-
gard for veracity, or a particular déﬁl_:e_f to preferve my integrity,
both '_of which-are in reality wholly uncbﬁcer_ned in the tranfac-
tion, but an attention to the injury to be, _fuﬁéined by the ioﬁng,
cqrididate, whatever might be the original occafion of the coﬁdﬁﬂ;

out of which the injury has proceeded.

Let us take an example of a ftill fimpler nature, I liv:é in
Weftminfter ;- and I engage to meet the captain of a fhii) from
Blackwal. at- the Royal Exchange. My ‘engagement is of the
n?ture of informat_ipn't_o him, that I fhall be at the -.Ex:chz'mge at
a certain hour. He accordingly lays afide his _othe;: bufinefs,

and comes thither to meet me.” This is a reafon why I thould

Xz not
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156 . ' OF PROMISES. [ 571 ERICE
gg?\l;, UL not fail him unlefs for fome very material caufe. But it would | R i
v— fcem as if the reafon why I fhould not fail him would be equally CHAP IV . _ o o ? '

cogent, if I knew from any other fource that he would be there,
and that a quantity of convenience equal to the quantity upon the
former fuppoﬁtlon would accrue from my meeting him. It may.
be faid,  that it is effential to various circurnftances of human- in-
tercourfe, that we fhould be able-to depend on each other for a

fteady ‘adherence o engagements of this fort.” The ftatement.

OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY.

CO‘MLION'DE‘LIBERATION_‘ATHE TRUE FOUNDATION OF GO-
VERNMENT—PROVED FROM’ THE EQUAL CLAIMS OF

'MAleIND—FROM THE NATURE OF OUR PACULTIES—-

fomewhat morc accurate if we faid, * that it i
however would be fome FROM' THI-: OBJECT OF GOVERNMENT——FROM THE ‘EF=- : ‘

was effential to various c1rcu!nﬁances of human intercourfe, that

. “we fhould be known to beftow a fteady attention upon the

: quantltles of convenience or ‘inconvenience, of good or evﬂ that

I"E(.TS OF COMMON DELIBERATION.—-—DELEGATION VIN-

DICATED.—DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE DOCTRINE HERE

Lt

I-IAINTAINED AND THAT OF A SOCIAL CONTRAC; AP~

Ly

“';;:JM"“

might arife to others f’fom our condu&. ' PARENT—FROM- THE" ME'KFLY PROSPECTIVE ‘NATURE OF

THE FORMER—FROM THE NULLITY’ OF PROMISESMFROI\J

Conclufion, - It is undoubtedly - upon this hypotheﬁs a part of our ‘duty THE FPALLIBILITY OF DELIBERATION.—CONCLUSION, i

é ' to make as few promtfes or declarations exciting appropriate j‘_ _

hid ther the AVING rejefted the h hefes th i g

| expeltations as poﬂible. He who lightly gives to another jected the hypothefes i at have moft generally BOOK 111, 3

' CHAP. IV.~ 3t

idea that he will govern himfelf in his future condu&, not by been adduced to account- for the- origin of- govérnment v %;

; i

the views that fhall be pre{'ent to his mmd when the conduct _conﬁﬁently- with the principles of moral juflice, let us enquire H

{hall come to be determined on, but by the view he fhall be able whether we may not’ arrive at the fame obje&, by a fimple in- X :
to take of it at fome precedmg period, is vicious in .{o . doing. veftigation of the obvious reafon of the cafe, without having re- 4
|! [l . . ' - .;..
? But the obligation he is under refpe@ing his future conduét is, to courfe to any refinement of {yftem or fition of procefs. i
' aé juftly, and not, becaufe he has committed one error, for that _ ' | | E

reafon to become gullty of a fecond. Government - then being introduced for the:reafons already Common de- i
. P R Y . i
| afligned, the firft and moft important principle that can be ima- tl!ruecmﬁ:g:dtz:fe | ¥
! * . i ) : S P - . . tionof go- g2
: : _ gined relative to its foxrm and ftructure, feems to be this ;. that, as vernment + 1
| - GHAP |
; - government '
* - ) %1
: it
; !
‘ it
- 13
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BOOK III.
CHAP.1V.
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- proved from
- the equal

claims of

mankind :

“from the na-

ture of our

- faculties :

_-from the ob-

jett of go-

-verament &

from the ef-

felts of com-

mon delibe-

.ration,

.OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY,

government is a tranfaction in the name and for the benefit of

.the whole, every member of the commumty ought to have fome

{hare in its -adminifiration. The arguments in fupport -of this

-propofition are various.

1. It has already appemed that there is no criterion pe1 fpicuoufly

deﬁgnatmg any one man or fet of men to prefide over the reﬁ

‘2, All men are partakers of the common faculty reafon, and may

be fuppofed to have fome commumeatmn with the common pre-

-ceptor truth. It would be wrong in’'an affair of fuch momen-
-tous concern, that any chance for additional wifdom {hould be
rejefted ; nor can We tell in many cafes till aftet the expenment'

“how eminent any mdlvldml may one day be found in the bufi-

nefs of guiding and deliberating for his fellows.

- 3, Government'is a contuvance inftituted for the fecurity of i in-
dwxduals and it feems both. reafonable that each man fhould
have a fhare in providing for his own fecurity, and probable that
partiality and -cabal fhould-by. this means. be -moft. effeGually

excluded.

4. Laftly, to give each man a voicein the public concerns comes

neareft to that. admirable idea of which we fhould never:lofe

fight, the uncontrolled e‘cercife of private judgment. Each man

would thus be mfpu'ed with a confcioufnefs of hisown unport-
ance,
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OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY. EERTIY

rith feeling i ' in the pré. BOOK IIL, .
ance, and the flavith feelings that fhrink up the foul in the pre CRAR. TV

fence of an imagined fuperior would be unknown, Nt
Admlttmg then the propriety- of each man havmg a fhare it .
direQing the affairs of the whole in the ﬁrﬂ: inftance, it feems .
neceflary that he fhould concur, in eléGing a houfé of reprefentas -
tives, if he be the member of a laige ftate ; or, even in a fmall:
one, that he fhould affift in the appointment of officers and ad--

_mlmﬁrators; which implies, firft, a delegatlon of authority to-

' thefe oﬂicers, and, fecondly, a tacit confent, or rather an admiffion -

of the nece{ﬁty, that the quelhons to be debated fhould - abtde
the dec1ﬁon of a majorlty.

Bt to tlns fyftem of delegauon the fame objeCtions may-be 3.55?%:33‘
urged that Were cited from Roufleau in the chapter of the Social
Contra& It may be alleged th'll', “if it be the bufinefs of ¢ every-
man to exercife his own _]udgment he can in no mftance fur--

render thts fun&xon mto the hands of another.”

To this dbje&lbn it may lJe =imf.'tt.fered.,' flrﬂ:, that the parallel' is
by no-means complete between an individual’s exercife of his
Judgment in a cafe that is truly his own, and his exelcd'e of his -
judgment in an article where the necefﬁty and provmce of go-
vernment are already adrmtted Wherever there is government
there iuft be a will fuperfedmg that of individuals, It is abfurd

io
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PCOK I to- e\pe& that every member of a fouct) fhould agree, with evety.

CHAP. V.

a
e\, other member in the various mealures it may.1 _be found neceﬂ' r);
-to adopt. The fame neceffity, that requires the introduction o

force to fupprefs injuftice on the part. of a few, requires that the
fentiments of the majority ﬂmuld due& that forcc, and that the

ait-for the riod
minority {hould -either fecede, or patiently wa pe

when the truth on the fubje& conteﬁed fhall be generally un-

dexftood..

<

~

Secondly, delegauon is not, as at ﬁr& ﬁght it mlght appear to
be; the a& of one man comm;ttmg to another a fundtion, ¥ which

’ -
ﬂn&ly fpeakmg it became him to e\ermfe for himfel{' Delega

Vi ; ce
tion, in every inftance in which' it can be reconcﬂed “ltll juftice,
’ -

ts an a&t which has for its object the: general good - The indivi-
duals to whom the delegation is made, ‘are elthcr more l1ke1y

from talents or leifure to perform the funtion in the moﬁ el:gl-

e i
ble manner, or .at leaft there is fome public intereft reqmrmg that by & common deliberation, is sty sotatdent i . ?:gaih::n?& El
it thould be performed by one-or a few perfons, rather than by doctring wluch teaches that Al lawba govecmment dugre - ::i?fppb i

¢ himfelf, ‘This is the cafe, whether in that

every individual fo
firft and fimpleft-of all delegations the prerogative of a ma_]onry,

r in the ele&tion of a houfe of reprefentatwes, or in the appoint-
o

L . 7
;
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a60 that I am the parent of a child, when it has once been afcertain: BOOK IIL {

CHAP.1V.

cd that the child will receive greater benefit by living under the ‘“——~—"

fupermtendencc of a firanger.

Laﬁly, it is a miftake to imagine that the propriety of refirain~

ing me when my condu& is injurious, rifes out of any delegation
of mine. . The juftice of -erﬁploying force when every other
means was infufficient, is even prior to the exiftence of fociety.
Force ought never to be reforted.to but in cafes of abfolute ne-
ceffity ; and, when fuch cafes occur, it is the duty of every man
to defend hlmfelf from ‘violation. There is therefore no delega-

tion neceﬂ'ary on the part of the oﬂ'ender but the community

~ in thie cenfure it e.\crc1fes over him ﬁands in the place of the in-.

_]ured party. ‘
It may' perhaps by fome perfons be 1magmed that the do&rme
here delivered of the Juﬂlce of proceeding in’ common . concerns.

authonty from a focial contra& Let us conﬁder what is the
true dlﬁ'cyence between them; ‘

In the firlt place, the do&rine of comlnon del:beratlon is of a

P

Difference
between the

rfon who from the
ment of public officers, Now all conte{’c as to the pe from the
ifi tain fun&xon and the propnety of reﬁgmng Pl‘Ofpeéhve, and not a rctrofpe&lve nature. . Is the que{hon re- {mﬂl}etga-
fhall exercife a certa s ; ure of the
e@ing fx £, :
it, is ﬁ’wolous, the moment it is decided how and by . whom it dp g ome future meafure to be adopted m behalf of the oTmer :
’

eoufly be exercifed. Itis of no confequence

that

. an moft advantag

L e pea e
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community ? Here the obhganon to deliberate-in common pre-
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OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY.

fents itfelf, as eminently to be preferred to every other mode of
deciding upon th_é interefts of the whole. Is the queftion
whether I fhall yield obedience to any meafure already. promul-
gated ? Here I have nothing to do with the confideration of .

how the meafure originated ; unlefs perhaps in a country where

common deliberation has in {fome fort been admitted asa ftand- .

ing prmcq)le, and where the obje& may be to refift an innova-’

tion upon this principle. In the cafe of fhip money under king
Charles the firft, it was perhaps fair to refift the tax,’ ‘even” fup-

pofing it to be abﬁra&edly a good one, upon account of the au- |

thority impofing it; though that reafon might be mfuﬂicxent in

a country unufed to reprefentam'e taxation.

Excluﬂvdy of this confideration, no meafure is to be refifted
on account of the 1rregulanty of its derivation. IF it be juft, it
is entltled beth to my chearful fubmiffion and my zealous: fup-
port.” So far as it is “deficient in _]u{hce, 1 am bound to refift,
My fituation in this refpet is in no degree -different from what

it was prevxouﬂy to all orgamfed government. ]u{’ace was at

that time entitled to my affent, and 1n_]u{’uce to my dlfapproba- ’

tion. They can never ceafe to have the fame claims upon me,
till they fhall ceafe to be dlﬂ:mgudhed by the fame unalterable
properties. T he mea{'ure of my refiftance will howcver vary

-wuh cu'cum{’canceo, and therefore wﬂl demand from us a fepa-

rate exammatlon.

- Secondly,

R e
T i e St Y TS

e iy AN R T e
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OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY.

Secondly, the diftin@ion between the doftrine here advanced .

and that of a focial contraé will be better underftood, if we ‘rc_e-

colleét what has been faid upon the nature and validilty of pro-

“mifes. If promife be in all cafes a fallacious mode of binding a

163

BOOK 1I1.
CHAP.1V.

from the
nullity of
promilts

man to a fpecific mode of acion, then muft the argument be i in .

all cafes i 1mpertment that I confented to fuch a decnﬁon, and am
therefore bound to regulate mylelf accordingly. It is impoflible
to imagine a principle of more injurious tendency, than that
which fhall teach me to difarm my future wifdom by my paft

folly, and to confult for my direction the errors in which my ig-

‘norance has involved me, rather than the code of eternal truth,

So-far as confent has any validity, abftra® juftice becomes a

matter of pure indifference : fo far as juftice deferves to be made -

the guide of my life, it is in vain to endeavour to fhare its au-

thority with compadts and promifes,

We: have found ‘the’ parallel to be in one refpe& mcomplete

and common deliberation. In another refpect the analogy is

-exceedingly ftriking, and confiderable perfpicuity will be given

“to our idéas of the latter by an illuftration borrowed from the

former. In the one cafe as in the other there is an obvious

principle of juftice in favour of the general exercife.. No indi-

~vidual can arrive at any degree of moral or intelle@tual improve-

ment, unlefs in the ufe of an independent judgment, - No ftate

Y 2 | can

from the
fallibility of

“between the exercife of thefe two funtions, private. judgment deliberation.
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- OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY.

can be well or happily adminiftered, unlefs in the perpetual ufe
of common deliberation refpelting the meafures it may be ;equi-
fite to adopt. But, thongh the general exercife of thefe faculties
be founded in immutable juftice, juftice will by no means uni-
formly vindicate the particular application of them. Private
judgment and public deliberation are not themfelves the ftandard
of moral right and wrong ; they are only the means of difco-
vering right and’ wrong, and of comparing partlcular propoﬁ-

ticns with the ftandard of eternal truth,

-'Ifoo much frefs has undoubtedly been laid upon the ided, as of

a grand and magnificent fpetacle, of a nation deciding for itfelf

upon fome great public principle, and of the higheft magiftracy

yielding its clalms when the general voice -has’ pronounced.

The value of the whole muft at laft depend upon the quality of
‘their decifion. Truth canaot be made more true by the number

of its votaries. Nor is the fpetacle much lefs interefting, of a

folitary individual bearing his undaunted téftimony in favour of

_]thce, though oppofed by mifguided millions. - Within" certain .

limits however the beauty ‘of the exhibition ‘muft -be acknove-

'ledged That a nation {hould dare to vindicate its fun&ion of

common deliberation, is a ftep gained, and a ftep that mev1tably
leads to an improvement of the character of individuals, That
men ‘{hould unite in the affertion of truth, is no unpleafing evi-

dencc of their virtue. Laftly, that an individual, however great

may

Fi SR T e 4
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may be his imaginary elevation, fhould be obliged to yield his BOOK IiL
perfonal pretenfions to the fenfe of the community, at leaft ‘“——v—.
bears the appearance of a pratical confirmation of the’ great
principle, that all pnvate confiderations muft "yield to the gene~

ral good.
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OF LEGISLATION,

SOCIETY CAN DECLARE AND INTERPRET, BUT CANNOT
ENACT,~ITS AUTHORITY ONLY EXECUTIVE,

BOOK 1L AVING thus far inveftigated the nature of political func-
CHAP v H tions,- it feems neceffary that fome explanation fhould be

given in thig place upon the fubje& of legiflation. ~ 'Who is it that
has the authority to make laws ? What are the chara&eriftics by

swhich that man or body of men is to be known; in whom the

faculty is vefted of legiflating for the reft ?

To thefe queftions the anfwer is exceedingly fimple: Legifla-
has been ufually underftood, is not an affair of human
competence. Reafon is the only legiflator, and her decrees
are irrevocable and umform. The fun&ions of fociety extend,
not to the making, but the interpreting of law ; it cannot decree,
it can only declare that, which the nature of things has already
decreed, and the propriety of whlch irrefiftibly flows from the

c1rcumﬂ:ances of the cafe. Montefquleu fays, that “in a free
3 ftate

Socicty can
declare and -
interpret, but t:on as it
cannot enadt,

_ mty,r extends

" par lui-méme?

OF LEGISLATION. . 167

ftate every man will be his own legiflator * This is not true, ORI
fetting ‘apart the funltions of the community, unlefs in the “——
limited fenfe already explained. Tt is the office of confcience to
determine, “ not like an Afiatic cadi, according to the ebbs and
flows of his own paffions, but like a Britith judge, who makes
no new law, but faithfully declares that law which he finds al-

ready wntten'i‘

* The fame diftinction is to be made upon the fubject of autho- It'iﬁ authority
only execu-

rity.  All political power is ftrictly fpeaking executive. It has tive,

appeared to be neceffary, ‘with réfpe&"tb"men as ‘we at prefent
find them,’ that force fhould fometimes be employed in reprefling
injuftice ; and for the fame reafons it appears that this force
fhould as far as poffible be vefted i in the community.. To the
pubhc fupport of Ju{hce therefore the authonty of the commu-
But no fooner does it Wander in the fma!leﬂ:
degree from the great line’ of _]ufhce, than its. authonty is'at an
end, it ftands upon a ]evel w1th the obfcureﬁ mdzwdua] and
every man is bound to refift its dec1ﬁons.

= i .
Dam un état Mre, tout homnme qui eff cenfé avoir une ame Izére, doit Eire gonver-

Epprit des Lom, Lw XI Ch.vi.

1 Sterne s Sermons.—* On a Good Confcnence
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[ 168 ] . OF OBEDIENCE '6962

-2t of the underftanding or will, can have no legitimate’con-nec- 13:?_101{' 111,
_ , _ , - , AP. VL.
o tion with 1. Lam bound to fubmi jufli .
CHAP. VL : : bmit to juflice and truth, be- “=————
- L L _ - _ caufe they -approve themfelves to my judgment, I am bound to
- S 2 R L PRt co-operate with_government, as far as it appears to me to coin-
: O F-OBEDIENCE. cide with thefe principles. But I ﬁlbmit to government when I

. think it erroneous, mercly becaufe I have no remedy.

OBEDIENCE NOT THE CORRELATIVE OF AUTHORITY,~=NO )
MAN BOUND TO YIELD OBEDIENCE TO ANOTHER.—CASE . No truth can be more ﬁmple, at the fame time that no truth No man
: bound ¢t
OF SUBMISSION-CONSIDERED.—FOUNDATION OF OBEDI~ has been more darkened bf the glofles of mterefted mdmduals, y?eli:; obedie

ence to

ENCE.—USEFULNESS OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATION.~~CASE than that one man can in no cafe be bound to yxeld obedience another.

- OF CONFIDENCE CONSIDERED.—-—ITS LIMITATIONS.—-MIS- to any other man or fet of men upon carth, .

o .o R . .

] CHIEF OI" UN’LIMITBD CO‘TI‘IDE\ICE.—SUBJECTION EX~

PLAINED- - O P S0 o There is on¢ rule to which we are ‘univerfally boun'd“tc.) con- $

| T " - - form. ourfelves, _]uﬂlce, the tteatmg every man prec1fel} as his . g
23&%_‘5{: AVING enqun-ed into the juft and legltlmate fource of ufeful nefs an d wo rth demand, e a &mg under every circum !
N’ authon(y, we_wtll next turn our attent_on to’ what has ftance in the manner that thall procure the reateft quanttty o i
ufually been conﬁdered as 1ts correlatwe, ohedleqce. Thls has general good \Vhen we 'have done thus, what provmc e s there _ -’1;

alvvays heen found a_ fub_}e& of pecullar dlfﬁculty as well i in re- left to the dlfp ofal of obe dlence? : s , %

lation to the meafure and extent of obedtence, as to. the fource . !f

of our ebligation to ObBY I am fummoned to appear before the me'gtﬁrate' to anfiwer Cafe offub- ;
T S for a libel, an imaginary crime, an at which ‘perhaps T am con- 3::53“ conli

Obedience The true folution will probably be found in the obfervation ~vince d ought in 10 cafe to fall under e ‘milnadverﬁon 5 faw. ;E

not the cor-
refative of that obedience is by no, means the proper correlative. ‘The ob-

; I compl wththlsfm ons. M li ds,
o ply wi ummons. My compliance proceeds erha 8
aithery jeét of government, as ‘has been a]ready demonﬁrated is the 2 PP

' from a.convi&tion that the arguments I fhall exhibit i in the court : ' : :

\ n ap-
exertion of force, Now force can bever be regarded as & P- form the beft reﬁftance I can give to his m_;uﬁlce, or perhaps

peal to the under(’canding; and therefore obedience, which is an - . 7 _ 7 _ . _ ,
. S . . j - rom %
act ' ) ' : ' 1

3
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OF OBEDIENCE.

BOOK 1L, from perceiving that my non-compliance Would fuvolouﬂy and

CHAP. VL

“—— without real ufe interrupt the public tranqmll:ty

A que1 refufes to pay tithes, He therefore fuffers a. tithe:
proétor to difirain upon his goods. In this action morally fpeak-
ing he does wrong. The diftinction he makes is the argument

~ of a mind that delights in trifles, That which will be taken from:

Foundation
of obedience.

me by force, it is no breath of morality to deliver with'my own
hand, The money which the robber extorts from me, ] do not
¢hink it neccffary to oblige him to take from my perfon. If I
walk quietly to the gallows, this does not ‘imply my confent to.
be hanged. '

In all thefe cafes there isa cIear diftin@ion betwreen my com-
pliance with juftice and my compliance ‘with~ m_;u{hce. T con-
form to the principles of Ju(’uce, becaufe I percewe them to be
intrinfically and unalterably right. I yield to injuftice, though 1
perceive that to-which I yield to be abﬁra&edly wrong, and

only choofe the leaft among inevitable evils.

The cafe of vohtlon as it is commonly termed, feems parallel
to that of intellec. You prefent a certain propofition to- my
mmd to which you 1equne my affent.. If you accompany the
propoﬁtlon with’ ewdence ¢alculated “to ‘fhew the agreement be-

tiveen the tetiis of which it confifts, you may obtain my affent.
| | If
. .l- . . ~

T
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OF OBEDIENCE:

If you accompany the propofition with authority, telling me
that you have examined it and find it to be true, that thoufands
of wife and difinterefted men have admitted it, that angels or

Gods have affirmed it, I may aflent to your authority; but,

171

BOOK If5.

CHAP. Vi,
—

with refpe@ to the propofition itfelf, my underftanding of its

reafonablenefs, my perception of that in the propofition which

fixictly fpeaking conflitutes its truth or its falfhood, 'rcmair_l Juft

as they did.
propofition.

“Juft {o in morals.
yielding conlpliaﬁc;c to a requifition the juftice of which I can-
not difcern, as I may be perfuaded to yield compliance to a re-
quifition whlch I know to be un_|uﬂ: But neither of thefe
requifitions is ftrictly fpeahng a proper fubje& of obedience.
Obedience feems rather to “imply the unforced choice of the
mmd and affent of the Judgment " But' the compliance I yield
to’ govemment independently of .my approbation of its mea-

fures, is of the fame fpecies as my compliance with a wild be'\ﬁ

prompted me to go fouth,

But, though morality in its pmeﬁ conftruftion altogether

excludes the idea of one man’s yielding obedxence to another,

yet the greateﬂ: benefits will refult from mutval communication,
There is fcarcely any man, whofe communications will not
2 fome-

P U - s A R LT SEL N PRI LI L FE

I believe fomcthing eife, but T do not believe the

I maﬁ- be perfuaded of the propi'iety of

that fOlCCo me to run north, when my judgment and inclination -

Uicfulrels of -

focizl com-
munication,
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