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How do you do? My name is Mark HolstO
and I've been teaching here since April 1999 as
an English instructor in the Center for Language
Studies. However, | might be officially considered
as a new face, because from this year | became a
full member of the academic faculty. | was very
happy to become more integrated into the univer-
sity, since during the past seven years | have had
a lot of good times working here.

Well, who am I? | was born in 1963 in Cardiff,
which makes me Welsh by nationality, if not by
accent. After this auspicious beginning | moved to
many places around the UK, going to primary
school in Scotland (Inverness), and secondary
school in the south of England (Reading). At high
school my interests drifted towards the humani-
ties, especially history and English literature, and
by the time | came to apply to university | fancied
myself as a bit of a dark, deep thinker interested
in the meaning of life and everything else.
Predictably then, | entered university (Leicester)
to study philosophy and English literature for
three years, graduating in the summer of 1984.
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After all that time attempting to fathom the
depths of the human condition, | was very eager
to explode out of my ivory tower and make an
impact on the real world. Yet, as an ex navel-
gazer, what could | do to earn my daily bread?
Many of my contemporaries were set on working
in some office or other, but | was completely unin-
spired by the thought of putting on a suit every
day and working at a desk for the next forty years.
| had to think fast! Luckily, my formative years
moving around the UK had instilled in me some
nomadic instinct, and | realized that what | really
wanted to do was to live and work abroad. The
British weather was the key factor in this, | think
and like a bird flying south for the winter | headed
off down to sunny Spain (Vitoria) to begin my
career as an English language teacher. Since
then, | have taught in Greece and Japan, as well
as returning home a few times to teach at schools
in London and Edinburgh. Although this career
started out as a temporary measure to get the
traveling bug out of my system, the longer | teach,
the more | have come to enjoy it, and the more
interested | become in languages and in human
communication. Eventually, | made my way back
to academia and up to Edinburgh to study applied
linguistics. Here | studied how people acquire
their native language, and how language teachers
can best teach a second language. From there, |
came over to Sapporo, where | have lived ever
since, working first at Hokkaido University, and
then at OUC.

Next, my research interests. In order to effec-
tively develop people's communication skills, it is
necessary to consider human interaction accord-
ing to a variety of contextual factors, such as
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where we are speaking, our purposes for speak-
ing, our relationship with the other speakers, or
our emotional state. | am very interested in all of
this, and | am especially interested in comparing
Japanese and English communication styles and
how they reflect the respective cultural norms of
each society. This is the area of research of soci-
olinguistics, conversation analysis and pragmat-
ics. Using the research methodology of these dis-
ciplines | examine the differences in Japanese
and English conversation patterns, most recently
regarding doctor-patient interaction. To do this |
record a number of conversations and look for
regular linguistic features that emerge between
the participants. | am now also interested in the
language of broadcast interviews how interview-
ers try to get the information they want from their
interviewees, and how the interviewees try to foil
them by protecting their secrets and giving promi-
nence to their own agendas.

Finally, | really enjoy living in Hokkaido, as it
has all the great conveniences and services of
modern Japan combined with the dramatic land-
scapes that we can quickly escape to. As for my
job, I really enjoy teaching the bright and ques-
tioning students here who always keep me on my
toes and make every class a challenging experi-
ence. We are lucky in having such a small and
friendly campus where everyone can easily min-
gle together, and the large number of foreign stu-
dents and staff give it a really international feel.
All this bodes very well for our future, and I'm
looking forward to working in Otaru Shoudai for
many more years to come. Hope to see you
around.
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