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is a {fentiment that furcly none would with to fee eradicated ; thoubgh‘ .
the parifh ' law of England, it muft be confefled, is a fyftem . of all

. others the moft calculated - gradually to weaken this fentiment, and
-~ in the end will probably deftroy it completely, - i
" The fervants who live in the familics of the rich, “have reftraints
yet ftronger to break through in’ venturing upon marriage. . They
poflefs the neceffaries, and even the  comforts, of life, almoft in- as
great plenty as their mafters. Their work .is eafy, and their food
luxurious, compared with the work and food ' of the clafs of labour-
ers; and their fenfe of dependence is weakened by the confcious
power of changing their ‘mafters, if they ‘feel themfelves offended.
Thus comfortably fituated at prefent, what are their profpe@s if they
marry. Without knowledge,  or’ capitdl, either for buﬁnéfs, or
farming, and unufed; and therefore unable, to earn a fubfiftence’ by
daily labour, their only refuge feems to be a miferable alehoufe, which
certainly offers no very enchanting profpe& of a happy evening to
their lives, The greater number of them, therefore, deterred by this
uninviting view of their future fituation, content themfelves with
remaining fingle where they are. ’ Pl T

If this tketch of the ftate of fociety in England be near fhe truth;

it will be allowed, that the preventive check to population operates
~ with confiderable force throughout all the clafles of the community,
And this obfervation is further confirmed by the abftrads from‘thxe
regifters returned in confequence of the late Population A&. ' The
‘refults of thefe abftralts fhew, that the annual marriages in England
and Wales, are to the whole population as 1 to 12312 a fmaller
proportion of marriages than obtains in any of the countries which
have been examined, except Norway and Switzerland. o n

~ * Obferv. on the Refults of the Population A&, p. 11. The anfivers to the Population

A&, bave at length happily refcued the queftion of the population of this country from

the obfeurity in which it has-been fo long involved, and have afforded fome very valuable

data to the political calculator. At the fame time, it muft be confefled, that they are not

"fo complete, as entirely to exclude reafonings and conjéctures, refpeing the inferences
’ ’ which
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~¢In the earlicr pax‘bt‘o'f the laft 'century, Dr. Short eﬁix}lated this
proportion at about 1 to 1135% It is‘pro.ba.b!e that this calcg]a—
tion was then corre&, and the prefent diminution in the p;‘oportlgn
of marriages notwithftanding an incrcaff: of population more rapid
than formerly, owing to the more rapid progrgfs of c:ommerce.an;d
égricultufe, is partly a caufe, and partly anconfcqucpcc, of the dimi-
nifhed mortality that has been obferved of late years. .
. The returns of the marriages, purfuant to the late adt, arc fup-

pofed to be lefs liable to the fufpicion of inaccuracy, than any other
" parts of the regifters. - : .

Dr. Short in his New O?ﬁi;vatiaizs on Town and Country B{'lls of
Mortality, fays, he will conclude with the obfervation of a'n .eltnment
« Judgeof this nation, that the growth and increafe of mankind is more
« ftinted from the cautious difficulty people make to enter on marriage,
“ from the profpeét of the trouble and expences in }?rO\"’xdlng fc.n' a fa-
¢ mily, than from any thing in the nature of the fpecxcs.v And, in con-
formity to this idea, Dr. Short propofes to lay heavy taxes and fines,
on thofe who live fingle, for the fupport of the married poor ®. --
~ The obfervation of the eminent Judge is, with regard to the num-
bers which are preveynte_d from being born, perfeétly juft; but the in-
‘ference that the unmarried ought to be punifhed, does not appear to be
equai]y fo. It will not, I believe, be very far from the' truth, to fay,
that, in this country, not-more" than half of the prolifick power of
nature is called into acion, and yet, that there are more children
born than the country can properly fupport. :

.. If we fuppofe that the yearly l‘)irthsy were % part of the population,

which ;\re to be drawn from them. It is earneftly to be hoped, that the fubje€t may not
be fuffered to drop after the prefent effort. © Now that the firft difficulty is removed, an

_* enumeration, every ten years, might be rendered eafy and familiar ; and the regifters of

births, deaths, and marriages, might be received every year, or at lcaﬁ,‘ every five years.
1 am perfuaded that more inferences are to be drawn, refpe&ing the internal ftate of a
country, from fuch regifters, than we havc yet been in the habit of fuppofing.
~ * New Obferv. on Bills of Mortality, p. 265. 8vo. 1750, bId. p. 247
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a -.proportion, which, for fhort pcnods, obtains frequently on the
continent?, and conftantly, perhaps, in many parts of America; and
allowing one third for the mortality under 20, which is a moderate
fuppoﬁtxon, as, according to Dr. Short, this mortality, in fome

~ places, is only one fifth or onc fourth®; then if all were to marry

-at 20, which is by no means fo early an age as is poffible, ;th part
of the population would, in that cafe, marry annually ; that is, there
would be one annual marriage out of 6o perfons, inftead of one
fna'rriage out of 123 perfons, as is the cafe at prefent. It may fairly

be faid, therefore, that not more than one half of the prolifick power .

of nature is called into acion in this country. And yet, when we
contemplate the infufficiency of the price of labour to maintain a
large family, and the quantum of mortality which arifes diredly
and indireétly from poverty; and add to this, the crowds of children,
which are cut off prematurely in our great towns, our manufaétories,
and our workhoufes, we fhall be compcllcd to acknowledge, that
if the number born annually, were not greatly thinned by this pre-
mature mort'thty, the funds for the maintenance of labour muft
increafe with much greater rapidity than they have ever done hither-
to in this country, in order to find work and food for the additional
numbers that would then grow up to manhood. '
Thofc, therefore, who live fingle, or marry late, do not, by fuch

condu&, contribute, in any degree, to diminifh the actual population; .
but merely to diminith the proportion of premature mortality which -

would otherwife be- exceflive; and confequently in this point of
view do not feem to deferve any very fevere rcprobation or punifh-

ment.
The returns of the. births and deaths are fuppofed on good grounds,

2 On an average of five years, after the plague in Pruffia, rejecting the firlt extraor-
dinary year, the proportion of births to the whole population was above 1 to 18,
(table iv. page 253). In New Jeifey, according to Dr. Price (Obferv. on
Reverf. Paym, vol. i. p. 283.) it was 1 to 18, and in the back fettlements probwbly

11015, ~ b New Obferv, on Bills of Mortality, p. 59. .
L {o)
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“to be deficient, and it will therefore be difficult to eftimate, with
-any degrec of accuracy, the proportxon which they bear to the whole
- populatlon

If we divide the exxﬂmg population of England and VVales, by thc

“average of burials for the five years endmg in 1800, it would appear,
that the mortality was only 1 in 49*; but this is a proportion - fo

- cxtraordmanly fmall; confidering the numbcr of our great towns

and manufattories, that it cannot bc conﬁdercd as approachmg to the

- truth. S

Whatever may be the cxa& proportxon of the’ mhabxt'mts of

* the towns to the inhabitants of the country, the fouthern part

of this ifland certainly ranks in that clafs of ftates, where this
proportion is greater than 1 to 3; indeed, there is ample rea-

-fon to believe, that it is greater than 1 to 2. According to the

rule laid down by Crome, the mortality ought, confequently, to’

“be above 1 in 30°; according to Sufmilch, above 1 in 33° . In the
“Obfervations on the Refults of the Population A °, many probable
-caufes of deficiency in the regiftry of the burials, ‘are pointed out;

but no calculation is offercd refpe@ing the fum of thefe deficiencies,
and I have no data whatever to fupply fuch a calculation. I will

“only obferve, therefore, that if we fuppofe. them altogether to amount -

to fuch a number, as will make the prefent annual mortality about

. 1 in 40, this muft appear to be the loweft proportion of deaths that

can well be fuppofed, confidering the circumftances of the country ;
and if true, would indicate a moft aftonithing fuperiority over the
ccncrahty of other ftates,” either in the habits of the people - with

' refpc& to prudence and cleanlinefs, or in natural hcalthmcfs of ﬁtu-
. ation %, Indced, it fcems to be nearly afcc1tamcd that both thcﬂ,

aufcs,

2 The populanon is takcn at 9,168 cco, :md the :mnu-ﬂ deaths at 186,000, (Obf,
on the Refults ofPop A p.6&qg.) b Uber dic Bevélkerung der Europaifchen
Staaten, p. 127. ¢ Sufimilch, Gotthche Ordnung,“ vol. iif. p. 6o, =~ 4 P.6,

< Itis by no means furpnﬁng that our population fhould have beén under-rated for-

“Rr merly,
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“caufes,  which tend to diminifh mortality, operate in this country to
a confiderable “degree. The -fmall -proportion -of -annual marriages
mentioned before, indicates, that habits of prudence, extremely fa-
vourable to happinefs,” prevail through a large. part: of the commu-

_nity, in {pite of -the poor-laws ; -and ‘it appears from tthe. cleareft

cvideénce, that the generality of our country parifhes-are very healthy. .

Dr. irice “quotes an -account of Dr. Percival, “colleCted from :the
minifters of different parifhes, -and taken from - pofitive - cnumera-

" tions, according to which, in fome villages, only a 45th, a goth,

'a 6oth, a 66th, and even a 7sth part, dics annually. In many of
‘thefe parifhes the births are -to the deaths above 2 to 1,-and in -a
fingle parith above'3 to 1% Thefe, however, are particular inftances,
.and cannot be applied to the agricultural part of the:country in ge-
neral. In fome of the flat fituations, and -particularly.thofe near
- marfhes, the pfoportions are foundrvefy'di{fercnt,‘ and in a few, the
“deaths exceed the births. In the g4 country parifhes, the -regifters
- of which, :Dr. Short. colleéted, ‘chufing them _purpofely. in .a great
“variety of fituations, " the average mortality was-as high as 1 in 375
This is certainly ‘much above the prefent mortality : of our agricul-
tural pariihes,'in':gencral.‘ The : period which-Dr. Short took, in-
+cluded fome confiderable epidemicks, which may poffibly have been

v merly,‘v atlealt by any perfon who attempted to eftimate it from the proportion of births

:ordeaths. ‘Till thé late Population A&, noone would have imagined, that the actual

. seturns of annual deaths, which might naturally have been expetted to be as accurate
_in this country as in others,"would turn out to be lefs than a 4gth part of the poi;ﬁ-
lation. 1f the aGual returns for France, even fo long ago as the ten years ending
"with 1780, had béen multiplicd by 49, fhe would have appeared at that -time to have
- a population of above 40 millions. ‘The average of annual deaths, was 818,491 - Necker,
de I Adminiftration des Finances, tom. i, ¢ ix, p. 2§5. 12mo. 1485. :

a Price’s Obferv. on Reverf. Paym. vol. it. note, p. 10, Firft additional Effay. In
- particular parifhes, private communications are perhaps morc to be depended upon than
publie rct_qrhs ; becaufe in general thofe clergymen only are applied to, who are in fome
degree inter’eﬁedbin‘ the fubject, and of courfe take more pains to be accurate. B

b. New ©bfervations on bills of Mortality, table ix. p. 233, ‘
~ above
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above the ufual proportion. But fickly feafons thould always be
included, or we fhall fall into great errors. In 1056 villages of Bran-
denburgh, which Sufmilch examined, the mortality for 6 good ycars,
was 1 in 43; for 10 mixed years, about I in 38 £ In the villages of

’ Eng]and, which Sir F. M. Eden mentions, the mortality feems to be

about 1 in 47 or 48°; and in the late returns purfuant to the Popu-
lation A&, a ftill greater degree of healthinefs appears. Combining
thefe obfervations together, if we take 1 in 46, or I in 48, as the
average mortality of the agricultural part of the country including
fickly feafons, this will be the loweft that can be fuppofed with any

degree of probability. But this proportion will certainly be raifed

to 1-in 40, when we blend it with the mortality of the towns, and
the manufatturing part of the community, in order to obtain the
average for the whole kingdom. , o .

. The mortality in London, which includes fo confiderabic a part of
the inhabitants of this country, was, according to D1 Price, at the
time he made his calculations, I in 20%; in Norwich 1 in 241; in
Northampton 1'in 26 z; in Newbury 1 in 27 £¢; in Manchefter 1

_in 28; in Liverpool 1in 2734, &c. He obferves, that the number

dying annually in towns is feldom fo low as 1 in 28, except in con-
fequence of a rapid increafe produced by an influx of people at thofe
periods of life when the feweft dic, which is the cafe with Manchefter

and Liverpool ¢, and other very flourithing manufaéturing towns. In
general he thinks, that the mortality in great towns may be ftated at
from 1 in 19fto 1 in 22 and 23; in moderate towns, from 1 in 24
to 1 in 28; and, in country villages, from 1 in 40, to I in 508

. The tendency of Dr. Price to exaggerate the unhcalthinefs of towns

may juftly be objedted to thefe ftatements; but the vobjévé’cio'r’x feems

2 Gottliche Ordnung, vol. i. c. ii. . xxi. p. 74, b Eftimate of thelnqm.bér
of Inhabitants in G. Britain. ¢ Price’s Obferv. on Reverf. Paym, vol.i. note
p. 272- 4 Id. vol. ii. Firft additional Effay, note, p. 4 © e Ibid,

f The Mortality at Stockholm was, according to Wargentin, I in 19,
& Obferv. on Revarf, Paym. vol. ii, Firft additional Effay, p. 4.
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to be only of weight with regard to London. The "accounts fromt -
the other towns- which ‘are” given, are from documents which his’
‘«, ' particular opinions could not influence. It fhould be remarked, |
}-» o | howevcr, that there is good reafon to believe, that not only Lon-
don, but the other towns in England, and probably alfo country:
v E v1ll'1rrcs, wcre, at the time of thefe calculations, lefs healthy than at ‘
prefcn’c Dr. William Heberden remarks, that the regifters of the ~
ten years from 1759 to 1 7682, from which Dr. Price calculated the-
probabilitics of life in London, indicate a much greater degree of
unhcalthinefs than the regifters of late years. ~ ‘And the returns pur-
fuant to the populatxon a&, even after allowing for great -omiffions
in the burials, exhibit in all our provincial towns, and in the coun-
try, a degrce of healthinefs much greater than had before been cal-
; | culated. At the fame time I cannot but think, that 1 in 31, the
1 . ~ proportion of mortahty for London, mentioned in the Obfervations
: on the Refiults of the Population Act®, is fmaller than the truth.” Five
5 | - _ A thoufand may not, pcrhaps, be enough to allow for the’ omiffions in
: | | the bunals ; or, perhaps, the abfentees:in the cmployments of war
- | and commereé, may not be included in thefe omiffions. - .In eftimat-
o ' - ing the proportional mortahty the rcﬁdcnt populatlon alone Ihould
be confidered. ' :
} There certamly fecms to be fomething in great towns, ‘and even
: . in moderate towns, pecuhznly unfavourable to the very early ﬁagcs
of lifc; and the part of the community on which the mortality prin-
: cipally falls, feems to indicate, that it arifes more from the clofenefs
I | and foulnefs of the air,’ which may be fuppofed to be unfavourable to
the tender lungs of children, and the grcater confinement, which
they almoft neceflarily experience, ‘than from the fuperior degree of
yluxury and debauchu), ufually, and juftly, attributed to towns. A
married qur, with’ fche_ beft conftitutions, who lead the moit rcgu~

= \ | - . 308

* Increafe and Decreafe of Difeafes, p. 32. 4to. 1807, : E b P, 13
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“lar and quiet life, feldom ﬁnd that - thcu‘ children enjoy the fame 1
health i in towns as in the country. ‘ i
~ In London, according to_ formcr c‘llculatlons, one half of thc
born died under three years ¢ of age; in Vienna and Stockholrn undcr
two; in M'mche{’ter, under ﬁvc, in Norwich, under five; in Nor-
thampton, under ten® . In country v1llaqes, on the contr"u'y half of
the born live till thirty, thlrty—ﬁve, forty, forty-fix, and above.
In the parith of Ackworth, in York{hlrc, it appears, from a very
~ exaét account kept by Dr. Lece of the ages at which all died there for
20 years, that half of the inhabitants live to the age of 46 ", and
there is little doubt, that, if the fame kind of account had been kept
in fome of thofe parifhes before mentioned, in which the mortahty 1s
fo fmall as 1 in Go, 1 in 66, and cven 1 in 75,' half of the born
would be found to have lived till 50 or 55.
. As the calculations rcfpc&mo‘ the ages to whlch half of the born
live in towns, depend more upon the births and deaths which ap-
pear in the rch{’cers, than upon any eftimates of the number of
people, -they are on this account lefs liable to uncertamty, than the
" calculations refpe@ing the proportlon of the inhabitants of any place ‘
. which dies annually.
To fill up the veoid occafioned by this mortahty n towns, and to
anfwer all further demands for populatlon, it 1s ev1dent, that a con-
. ftant {upply of recruits from the country is neceffary, and this fupply
appears, in fa&, to be always flowing in from the rcdundant births
of the country. Even in thofe towns, where the Qgghs exceed the
deaths, this effect is produced by the marriages of perfons not born
in the place. At a time when our provincial towns were increaf-
' ing much lefs rapidly than at prefent, Dr.Short. calculated that %
of the marned were ﬁrangers Of 1618 married men, and 1618

: Pnces Obfery. on Reverf. P15m vol. 1. p. 264.——-266 , - ©®Id, voli. p.268.

* < New Obfesvations on bills of Mortality, p. 76, L
, married
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o married women, examined at the Weftminfter Infirmary, only 329

of the men, and 495 of the women, had been born in London?,
Dr. Price fuppofes, that London, with its nelghbourmg parifhes,

where the deaths exceed the births, requiresa fupply of 10,000 per-" .
fons annually Graunt, in his time, eftimated this fupp]y for Lon- .

don aloné at 6000®; and he further obferves, - that let the mortality
of the city be what it will, arifing from plague; or any other great

. caufe of deﬁruéhon, that it always fully repairs its lofs in two

years . : ~ o
* As all thefe demands, therefore, are fupphcd from the country,
it is evident, that we thould fall into -a very great error, if we were
to eftimate the propoxtlon of births to deaths for the whole king-
dom, by the proportion obferved in’ country parifhes, from which
there muft be fuch numecrous emigrations. : ‘

We need not, however, accompany Dr. Price in his apprehenfions,
that the country will be depopulated by thefe emigrations, at leatt,
as long as the funds for the maintenance of agricultural labour  re-

~main ummpalrcd The proportion of births, as well as the pro-

portion of marriages, clearly proves, -that in fpite of our 1'1crcaﬁng
towns and manufa&orics, the demand on the country for people is
by no means very prefling. .

If we divide the prefent populatlon of Enghnd and Walcs, by the

'memgc number of baptifms for the laft five years, it will appear,

that ‘the baptifms are to the population, as 1 to very nearly 364;

- but it is fuppofed, with reafon, that there are great omiflions 1 n

the baptifms; and it is conjectured, that thefe omiffions are greater
than in the burials.. On this point, however, [ fhould be inclined
to think differently, atleaft, with refped to the laft twenty years,

* Price’s Obferv. on Reverl. Paym. vol. ii. p. 17. ® Short’s New Obferv.

-Abftraét from Graunt, p 277. < Id. p. 276. 4 Average medium -of
baptifins for the laft five years 255,426, Pop. 9,168,000, (Obferv. on Refults, p.q.)
. . though
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“though probably it was the cafe formerly. It would appear, by the ’
~prefent proportion of marriages, that the more rapid increafe of po-
-pulation, . fuppofed - to ‘have -taken place fince the year 1780, has
. arifen more from the diminution of duaths, than thc increafe of the
-births.

Dr. Short - cflimated thc proportxon of births to the populatxon of

-England as 1 to 28 % . In the agricultural report of Suffolk, the pro-
-portion of births to the population was calculated at 1 to 30. For

the whole of Suffolk, according to the late returns, this proportion

~is not much lefs than 1 to 33° According to a correc account of
-thirteen . villages ‘from aual enumerations, produced by Sir F. M.

Eden, ‘the ‘proportion of births to the population was as 1 to 33;

-~ and from another account, on the fame authority, taken from towns

and manufacturing parithes, .as 1 to 27 % I, combining all thefe

-.c1rcumﬁanccs, and adverting, at the fame’ time, to the acknow-
“ledged deficiency in the regiftry of births, and "the known increafe

of our population of late years, .we fuppofe the true proportion of

“ the births to  the population to be as 1 to 30; then, affluming the
-prefent mortality to be 1 in 40, as before fuggefted, we fhall nearly
~keep the proportion of baptifims to burials, which appears in the late
ireturns. The births will be to the deaths as 4 to 3 or 13% to 10,
- a proportion more than fufficient to account for the increafe of po-
2 pulatlon which has taken place fince the American war, after allow-
~ ing, for thofe who may be fuppofed to have died abroad, and for
- a greater general mortality, in the earlier part of this period. -

“In the Obfervations on the Refults of the Population A&, it is re-

‘marked, that the average duration of life in England appears to

* 2 New Obferv. p. 267. - ® In private inquiries, diffenters, and thofe who do

smot chriften their children, will not of coutfe be reckoned in the population, and con-
fequently fuch i inquiries, as far as they extend, will more accurately exprefs the true pro-

portion of births; and we are fairly juftified in making ufe of them, in order to eftimate
the acknowledged deficiency of births in the public returns.

¢ Eftimate of the number of Inhabitants in G. Britain, &, p. 27.
I : have
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R 178;; ’ firiking phenomenon. ~ But I am'incli.rvlcd't'o fafped, t‘};‘atf the
: .31(1,016 of this proportional diminution of burials does not ariie from

- rapidity. . n fince 175
e cozltl‘o\'crtiblc, and the prefent mortality extraordinarily {mall,
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| \ the proportio ' ear
" have increafed in the proportion of 117 to 100% fince the y

"So gfeat a change, in fo fhort a time, if true, would be a

is i um-
increafed healthinefs, but is occafioned, in part, by the greater n

S . A ‘. o
ber of deaths which muft neceffarily have taken plac{:.c abrt(})'}d, o:; ;dg.
| ' of 1 is period 5
the id 1 f our foreign commerce fince this pe:
“to the very rapid increafe o ) mme ince this period
'tq d to théY gr:at number of perfons abfent in naval and military em
an v

ployments during' the late war, and. the cqnﬂant'fuppl)* of frefh

. . A per
- recruits neceflary to maintain undiminifhed {o great a force P

. ) . 5 o .
petual drain of this kind, would certainly have a tendency to p

’ i < ials
" duce the cffe@ obferved in the returns, and might keep thf:t 1b1{1.rmc
. . .
~ ftationary while the births and marriages were increafing with
‘ ary,

‘At the fame time, as the increafc of population fince 1780

T fhould f¥ll be difpofed to believe, that the greater part of the

effe& is to be attributed to increafed healthmcfs..‘ o w1
If we fuppofe, that the mortality about th'c year 1780 was

'6 inftead of [ in 40, as at ‘prefent, this will be making a great

3 H ¢ >

i ' as the pro-

" allowance for increafed healthinefs, though notrfo r.nuch f:tsb thf >

: portion of 117 to 100 and afluming thc(proporltxonl‘)o ) g} 0
. | ' irths c year

as at prefent, the births abou
- have been ncarly the fame a t pr 6 o 20, or 12 to
i " been to the deaths, as 36 to 30, ©
- 1780, will appear to have « . to 5°. o
' :u/)-’ ;proportion, which, calculated on a mortality of [ 1n 36, doub

. . .
the population of a country, mn 125 years®; and 1s,1thcr<;f01rc, as %rea
: F century.
i : true for the average of the whole :
a proportion, as can bc_’ ! wh :
TEC fﬁghcft’ éftimates of our population do not nlakc it double of
1 lution. A .
what it was at the revo . ’ '
We muft not fuppofe, however, that this proportxf)n of bn:hs 23
deaths, or of births and deaths to the whole population, continu
4 -

iform before 1780. 1t appears from the regifters of every country
un B - ¥ . ' N .

7.6 b Seq table ii. p 238
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‘10%; and if the births were at the fame time a twenty-cighth part
of the population, the mortality was then as high as 1 in 30% We
now fuppofe that the proportion of births to deaths is above 3to10;
but if we were to affume this proportion as a criterion by which to
eftimate the increafe of population for the next thirty or forty years,
we thould probably fall into a very grofs error. The effefs of the
latefcar cities are ftrongly marked, in the returns of ‘the Population A,
by a decreafe of births, and an increafe of burials, and fhould fuch
feafons frequently recur, they would foon deftroy the’ great excefs

_ of births which has been obferved during the laft twenty years; and

indeed we cannot reafonably fuppofe, that the refources of this coun-
try thould increafe, for any long continuance, with fuch rapidity, as
to allow of a permanent proportion of births to deaths as ‘13 to 10,
unlefs, indeed, this proportion were principally caufed by great
foréign drains. o : ) ' o '

+ From all the data that could be colle®ed, the proportion of births,
to the whole population of England and Wales, has been aflumed to
be as 1 to 30; but this is a finaller proportion of births than has ap-
peared, in the courfe of this review, to take place in any other
country, except Norway and Switzerland ; and it has been hitherto
ufual with political calculators to confider a great proportion of births,
as the fureft fign of a vigoreus and ﬂouriﬂ)ing ftate. It is to be

hoped, however, that this prejudice will not laft long,

In countries -
circumftanced like America or Ruffia,

or in other countries after any

- great mortality, a large proportion of births may be ‘a- favourable

voL.ii. p. 311,

fymptom ; but in the average ftatc of a well-peopled territory, there
~ * New Obfery. tables i, & i, p.22 & 44. Price’s Obferv. on Reverf, Paym,
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which have beép kept f_of any length of time, that confiderable va~
riations occur at different periods. - Dr. Short, about the middle of

-the ‘century, eftimated the proportion of births to deaths . at I1 to
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cannot well be. a worfe fign than a large proportion of births, nor
can there well be a better fign than a {mall proportion.. o
Sir Trancis D'Ivernois very juftly obferves, that ¢ if the various
¢ ftates of Europe kept and publithed annually an exa& account of
.« their population, noting carcfully in a fecond column the cxact
¢« age at which.the children die, this fecond column w0}11d fhcw the
« relative merit of the governments, and the comparative happm;f's
e 6f théir fubjedts. A fimple ari_thrnctical _ﬁcatement’ wpuld then,
« 'pcrhaps,i_: be more conclufive, than all the arguments that could
« be adduced »” . In the importance of the inferences to be drawn.
from fuch tables, I fully agree with him: and to make thcf¢ infer-
‘ences, it is evident, that we fhould attend lefs to the column ex- "
préﬂi_ng the number of children born, thax.x to the column expreﬁ'—;
ing the number which furvived the age of mf:;mcy and reacEed man- -
hood ; ‘and this number will, almoft " invariably, be the‘ gre'at‘c‘ﬁ, ‘
where the .propo;‘tiéyn of the births to the whole populatl.on is the
lcaﬁ.., In this point, we rank next after Norway and Sw1tzer1a1.1d,‘
“which, confidering the number of our great towns and manu‘fa&oncs,.
s certainly a very extraordinary fad.. - As nothing can be more clca%',,
than that all our demands for population arc fully fupplied, if this
be done with a fmall proportion of births, it is a decide(% proof of" a
very fmall mortality, a diftintion on which we fnay-Juﬁ]y pride
ourfelves. Should it appear from future inveftigations, th.at I have
made too grca£ an allowance for omiffions, both. ‘in the b.lrth.s .and.
in the burials, T fhall be extremcly happy to find, that this diftinc- |
;cion which, other circumftances being the fame, I confider as the
fureft teft of happinefs and good governnicnt, .is even greater than
have fuppofed it to be. . In defpotic, mifcrable, or natarally ulllhcaltl.xy'
countrics, the proportion of births to the whole population will
generally be found very great. | .
According to one of Sir F. M. Eden’s calculations, taken from

* Tableau des Pertes, &c, c.ii. p.16.
’ Lo towns
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towns and ' manufacturing parifhes, the annual births are to the an-
nual marriages as 3 to-1%  In rrt agricultural parifhes for 12 years,
ending i 1799, the annual births arc to the annual marriages in the

~ profortion of above 4 to 1°.  From which it might appeat, that, in

our towns, more than half of the born live to be married, and in the
country lefs, But for the reafons mentioned in page 234, the con-
trary is probably true. In our towns, from the mortality that takes
place in the early ftages of life, it is not to be doubted that lefs than
half of the born live to be married, and the great proportion of mar-
riages is oécaﬁoncd merely by new fettlers. In the country, on ac-
count of the emigrants that marry in other places, more than half

. of the born live to be married, though, allowing for fecond and third

marriages, probably not much more. But from what was faid in
page 262, the degree in which the preventive check operates
cannot be determined - by the proportion of the born which lives to
be married ; but depends upon the proportion of annual marriages,
and the proportion of annual births to the whole population ; and till
the firft of thefe proportions rifes from 1 in 123 to 1 in 80, or i in
70, and the fecond from 1 in 30 to T in 24, 22 or 20, it cannot bé
faid, that the towns, draw hard upon the country for populatiori.

If taking the towns and country together, and rcjecting at prefent -
fecond and third fnarriagcs and illegitimate children, we fuppofe, that
accurately half of "the born live to be married, then, according to
table 1. page 231, each marriage muft yicld five births, in order to
produce a proportion of births to deaths, as 12 § to 10.  And if the
proportion of our births to deaths be above this, or 13 % to 10, then,
including all circumftances, it does not appear that we can allow
lefs than 5% births to cach. marriage. ‘ | B

In judging of the proportion of the born-which lives to be mar-
ried, by the proportion of annual births to annual marriages, the
number of fecond and third marriages, and the number of illegiti-

* Eftimate of the Number of Inhabitants in Great Britain, p.' 10.. . YId p.oyo.
Sfa - : ' mate
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The fecond and third.

great, and the illegitimate children too fmall. It muft depend on
the particular circumftances of the country, which of thefe two
caufes of irrcgularity preponderates. ‘

According to the late returns, it would appear, that, in this coun-

" try, confiderably more than half of the born live to be married ; but
when the deficiency in the births is affumed to be fuch as is fug-

gefted in this chapter, the refult is rather on the contrary fide.

On an average of the five years ending in 1780, the proportion of
births to marriages is 350 to 100. In 1760, it was 362 to 100, from

which, an inference is drawn, that the regifters of births, however
deficient, were certainly not more deficient formerly, than at prefent *
Buta changc of this nature, in the appearance of the regifters, rru;jht
If from
the acknowledged greater healthinefs of the latter- part of the
century, compare(i1 with the middle of it, a greater number of
children furvived the age of infancy, a greater proportion of the born
would of courfe live to marry ; and this circumftance would producc
qu&ly the cffe&t obferved in the regifters. From what has already
been faid on this fubje@, the reader will be aware, that this change
may take place without diminithing the operation of the preven-
tive check. If half of the born live to 4o inftead of 30, it is evi-
dent, that a greater proportion mlght live to marry, and yet the
marriages be later. A

It has-been made a que{hon, whether we have Juﬂ: grounds for
fuppoﬁng, that the regiftry of births and deaths was in general more
deficient in the former part of the century, than in the latter part.

Tt appcars to me, that the late returns tend to confirm the fufpxcmn

of former maccuracy, ‘and to fhcw that the regifters of the earlier
part of the century, in cvcry pomt of view, afford very uncertain data

a Obf‘érvaiions on the Refults of the Populntion A&, p. 8._
" ' ' on
/ . .

e e

CITAP: IX.,

on which to ground any cftimates bf paft population. In the years

1710, 1720, and 1730, "it appears from the returns, that the deaths

exceeded the births; and taking the fix periods ending in 17503
including .the firft half of the century, if we compare the fum of
the births with the fum of the deaths, the exeefs of the births is for
{mall, as to be perfc.&ly inadequate to account for the increafe of a
million, which, upon a calculation from the births alone, is fup-.
pofed to have taken place in that time® . Confequently, cither the
regifters are very inaccurate, and the deﬁc1cnc1es n thc births greater
than in the deaths; or thefe pcnods, cach at the diftance of ten
years, do not exprefs the juft average. Thefe particular years may
have been more unfavourable with refpeé to the proportion of births
to deaths than the reft; indeed one of them, 1710, 1s known to havc

ER
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been a year of great fcarcity and diftrefs, But if this fufpxcnon,'

which is very probable, be admitted, fo as to affect the fix firft
periods, we may juftly fufpect the contrary accident to have happcned

“with regard to the three following pcriods ending with 1780, in

which thirty years, it would feem by the fame mode of calculatlon,
that an increafe of a million and an half had taken place®. At

~ any rate it muft be allowed that the three feparate years, taken in

this manner, can by no means be confidered as fufficient to cfta-
blith a juft average; and what rather encourages the fufpicion that

thefe particular years might be more than ufually favourable with -

regard to births, is, that the increafe of births from 1780 to 148 55
is unufually {mall?, which would naturally take place, without
fuppofing a . flower progrefs than before, if the bxrths in 17801 had
been accidentally above the average. :

.On the wholc, therefore, conﬁdermg the probable inaccuracy
of the earlier rchﬁers, and the vcry great danger of fallacy, in draw-

2 Populatxon Abfiradt P1n{h Reglﬁers Final Summary, p 455.
¥ Obfervations on the Refults of the Population A&, p: 9.
cIbid 7 4 Ibid,
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ing general inferences from .a few detached years, I do not think

_ that we can depend upoti any eftimates of paft population,” founded

on a calculation from the births, till after the ycar 1780, when K
every following year is given, and a juft average of the births may

. be obtained.  As a further confirmation of this rcina;k, I Will juft .
obferve, that in the final ‘fummary of the abftrads from the regifters

of England and Wales, it appears, that in the year 1790, the total
number of ‘births was 248,774, in the year 1795, 247,218, and in

1800, 247,147% Confequently, if we had been eftimating the

population from the births, taken at three feparate pe.riods of five
years, it would have appeared that the population during the laft
ten years, had been regularly decréafing, though we have very good
reafon to belicve, that it has increafed confiderably.

In the Obfervations on the Refits of the Population ACt®, a table
is given of the population of England and Wales throughout the laft
century calculated from the births; but, for the reafons given above,
little reliance can be placed on it, and for an eftimate of the popu-
lation at the revolution, I{hould be inclined to place more depend-
ance on the old calculations from the number of houfes.

It muft, indeed, have appeared to the reader, in the courfe c‘>f this
work, that regifters of births or deaths, excluding any fufpicion of'
deficiencies, muft at all times afford very uncertain data for an efti-
mate of population. On account of the Varyir.lg ci.rcum.{’cances of
every country, they arc both very precarious guides in this refpect;
but of the two, perhaps, the births ftill more {o, than the d;i}t'}ls;
thdugh from the greater apparent regularity of the former, p(.)lltIC'fll
calculators have generally adopted them as the ground of their efti-
mates, in preference to the latter.  Necker, in eftimating the popu~
lation of France, obferves, that an epidemick difeafe, or an emigra-

tion, may occafion temporary diffcrences in the deaths, and that

3 Population Abftra&t Parifh Regifters, p.; 455 b P.g. ‘
‘ therefore
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. therefore the number of births is the moft certain criterion® But

the very circumftance of the apparent regularity of the births in the
regifters will now and then lcad into the grofleft errors.  If in- any

-country we can obtain regifters of burials for two or three ycars toge-

ther, a plague or mortal epidemick will always fhew itfelf, from the
very fudden increafe of the deaths during its operation, and the ftill
greater diminution of them afterwards.  From thefe appearances we
thould of courfe be directed not to include the whole of a great

_mortality, in any very fhort term of years. But there would be

nothing of this kind to guide us in the regifters of births ; and, after
a country had loft an eighth part of its population by a plague, an
ai’erage of the five or fix fubfequent ycars would probably fhew an
increafc in the number of births, and our calculations would give
the population the higheft at the very time that it was the loweft.

_This appears very ftrikingly, in many of Sufmilch’s tables, and moft

particularly in the table for Pruffia and Lithuania, which I have
inferted in chap. vi.’ of this book, where, in the year fubfequent to
the lofs of one third of the population, the births were confider-
ably increafed, and in an average of five years, but very little
diminithed ; and this, at a time, when, of courfe, the country could.
have made but a very fmall progrefs towards recovering its former
population. ' - : : : \

We do not know indecd of any extraordinary mortality which has
occurred in England fince 1700; and there are reafons for fuppofing
that the proportions of the births and deaths to the population dur-
ing the laft century, have not expericnced fuch . great variations as
in many countries on the continent’; at the fame time it is certain,
that the fickly feafons which arc known to have occurred, would, in
proportion to the degree of their fatality, produce fimilar effes;
and the change which has been obferved in the mortality of late

1

2 De l‘Adxniniﬁpatio;) des Finances, tom. i. ¢, ix, p- 252. 12mo, 1478y,
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‘to b}c,_ extremely cautious in applying any proportions vshxgh are
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‘ycars fhould difpofe us to believe that fimilar changes might for-

he births, and fhould inftrué& us

obferved to be true at prefent, to patt or fqturc pe-r_xc’)ds. -

CHAP.

CHAP X

L Of the Checks to Population in S’c*olla;zd and Ireland.

Ax e'xa"rrhiynatio'h, in detail, of the ftatiftical account of Scotland, -

would furnifh numerous illuftrations of the principle of population ;
but Illavc'alréudy extended this part of the work fo much, that I am
fearful of tiring the patience of my readers ; and fhall therefore con-
fine my remarks in the prefent inftance to a few circumftances
which have happened to firike me. )
On qccouﬁf of the zicknowlédgéd omiffions in the regifters of births,
deaths, and marriages, in moft of the pariﬁ;cs of Scotland, few juft
inferences can be drawn from t‘hcm.. Many give extraordinary refults.
In the parifh of Crofsmichael *in Kiréudbright, the mortality appears
to be only 1 in 98, and the yearly marriages 1 in 192. Thefc
proportions would imply the moft unheard-of healthinefs, and the
moft extraordinary operation of the preventive check; but there can
be little ‘doubt, that they are principally occafioned b}'r omiffions in
the regiftry of burials, and the celebration of a part of the marriages
in other parifhes. o : A ,
~"In general, however, it appears from regifters that are fuppofed to
be accurate, "thla‘t in the country parithes thgymortality is fmall; and
that the proportions of T in 45, 1 in 50, and 1 in 55, are not un-
common. According to a table of the probabilities of life, calculated
from the bills of mortality in the parith of Kettle, by Mr. Wilkie;

3 Sta‘tiﬁical Account of Scotland, vol. i. p. 167.
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the expe&aﬁon of an infant’s lifc is 46.6 ",. Whichxis very Il'igl'l,
and the proportfon which dies in the firft year 1s on?y o ~.Mr.lek1c.
further adds, that, from 36 parifh accounts, publifhed in the firft.
volume, the cxpe@ation of an infant’s life appears to be 40.3. But
in a table, which he has produced in the laft volume, calculated for

the wholc of Scotland from Dr. Webfter's furvey, the expectation

at birth appears to be only 31 years b, This, however, he thinks,

muit be too low, as it exceeds but little the calculations for the town
of Edinburgh. - .

The Scotch regifters appeared to be, in general, fokmcomplgtc,
that the returns of g9 parifhes only, are publifhed in the Pqulatloxl
Abftra® ; and, if any judgment can be formed from thefc, thcy {h'ew
a very cxtraordinary degree of healthinefs, and a very fmz}ll proportion
of births. The fum of the population of thefe parl‘ﬂlc)s in 1801, was
217,873°; the average of burials for g years .c'zpdn}g in 1800, was
about 3815; and of births, 4928¢: from \’Vhl(}hv it would appéar
that the mortality in thefc parifhes was only 1 in 56, and the pro-

por'tion of births 1in 44. But thefe proportions are fo extraordinary,

that it is difficult to conccive, that they approacb near the .tfqth.
Combining them with the calculations of Mr. Wllkl.c, it 'w11] not
appear probable, that the proportion of deaths and births in Scot-
land, thould be fmaller than 'what has been allox.vcd/f'or Eng]an.d and
Wales ; namely, 1 in 4o for the deaths, and 1in 30 for thc’bu-ths;
and it feems to be generally agreed that the proportion of bfrths to

sis 4 to 3° ' o .
dc%\};ith rtfpc?’c to the marriages, it will .bc ftill more difficult to
forma conjedure.” They arc regiftered fo irregularly, that no returns

~ of them "arc given in the Population Abftrac. I fhould naturally

have thought, from the Statiftical Account, that the tendency

b Id. vol. xxi. p. 383.
4 1d. p. 458,

4 Statiftical Account of Scotland, vol. ii. p. 407. .
¢ Population Abftra&, Tarifh Regifters, p. 459.
* Sratiftical Account of Scotland, vol, xxis p.383.
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to marriage in Scotland, was, upon the whole, greater than in
England ; but if it be true, that the births and deaths bear the fame
proportion to each other, and to the whole population, in both

countries; the proportion of marriages cannot be very different. It |
- fhould be remarked, howevcr,_that,(fuppoﬁng the operation of the

prc?eﬁti?c check to be exactly the fame, in both countrics, and the
climates to be équa]ly falubrious, a greater degrec of want and
poverty would take place in Scotland, before the fame mortality was
produced as in England, owing to the fmaller proportion of towns
and manufactories in the former country than in the latter.

From a general view of the ftatiftical accounts, the refult feems
clearly to be, that the condition of the lower clafles of people in Scot-
land, has been confiderably improved of late years. The price of
provifions has rifen’; but, almoft, invafiably, the price of labour has
rifen in a greatér proportion ; and it is remarked in moft parifhes,
that more butcher’s meat is confumed among the common people
than formerly ; that they are both better lodged and better clothed ;
and that their habits, with refpe to cleanlinefs, are decidedly
improved. - ) ‘ : T '

A part of this improvement is probably to be attributed to the
increafe of the preventive check. In fome parifhes, a habit of later mar-
riages is noticed, and in many places, where it is not mentioned, " it
may be fairly inferred, from the proportions of births and marriages;
and ather circumftances, The writer of the account of the parifk
of Elgin® in cnumerating the general caufes of depopulation” in
Scotland, fpeaks of the difcouragement to marriage from the union
of farms, and the confequent emigration of the flower of their young

men of every clafs and defeription, very few of whom ever return.

Another caufe that he mentions, is, the difcouragement to marriage

from luxury ; at leaft, he obferves, till people are advanced in years, -

and then a puny race of children are produced. « Hence, how

3 Vol.v. p. 1.
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¢« many men of cvery defcription remain’ fingle, and how many
. young womcn of every rank arc ncver married, -who, in. - the
«.beginning of this century, or cven fo late as 1745, would have
“ been the parents. of a numerous and hea]thy progeny.” Ll

In thofc parts of the country where the populdtlon has bcen rather
diminifhed, by the introduction of ‘grazing, or an improved f)ﬂem
of hufbdndly which requires fewer hands, this effe@ has chiefly taken
place; and I have little doubt, that, in cfhrnatmg the decreafe of their
population, fmcc the end of the laft, or the beginning of the prefent
century, by the proportion -of births at the different periods, they.

- have fallen into the error which has been particularly noticed, with

regard to SW1tzerland, and have, in confcquencc, made the difterence

greater than it really is?, : \ ‘ ,
The general inference on this fubjc& wlnch I ﬂlould dlaw from

the different accounts is, that tlie marriages. a1e rather later than

formerly. There are, however, fome decided cxccptxons. In tl)ofc

parifhes where manufd&urcs havc bccn 1nt10duccd which afford em -
ployment to ch1ldrcn as foon as thcy ln\c rmchcd their 6th or 7th

year, a habit of marrying carly naturally follows ; and while the

manufacture continucs to flourith and increafe, the evil arifing from
it 1s not very perceptible; though hummlt) muft confcfs with a ﬁgh,
that one of the rcafons why it is not fo pcrccptlblc, is, that room is
made for frefh families, by the unnatural mortahty V\thh takes phcc
among thc chlldrcn fo employed. - ‘ '

There arc. other parts of Scotland howcver, partlcularly thc
Weftern Ifles, and fomc parts of the Hwhlands, where population has
conﬁdcrably mcre'\fcd from thc fubd1v1ﬁon of poﬁcﬂions, and where,
pcrh'lps, _the ‘marriages may be carher ‘than they were formerly,.

hough not caufed by the mtlodué’uon of manuﬁ&urcs Hcrc, thc

" a One wmer takcs notice of this c:rcumﬁ"mce, :md obfcrves, that formcrl) the b;rths
feem to have born a greater proportion to the whole population than at prefent.” Pro-

bably, he fays, more were born, and thcre was a wcatcr monahty Parith of Mont-

quitter, vol.vi. p. 121, .
, pOVCI‘t}’
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poverty. which follows is but too confplcuous. In the account of
Deltmg in Shctland % it is remarked, that the pcoplc marrv vcry

‘young, and are cncouragcd to_this by their landlords, who wifh to

have as many mecn on' their grounds as poffible to profccutc the lmg
fithery ; . but that thcy gcncrally inivolve themfelves in ‘debt ‘and

large familics. The writer further obferves, that formcrly therc‘
were fome old rcgulatlons called country as, by onc of which, it
was enaéted, that no pair fhould marry unlefs poﬁcﬁcd of 401, Scots,

of free gear ~This rcgulatxon is not now enforced. It is faid that
thefc rcgulqnons were approved and conﬁrmed by the parhamcnt of
Scotland, in the reign of Queen Mary or James VI.

. In the account of Breflay Boxra ‘and Quarff in Shetland ",'1t is
obferved, that the farms are very fma\l and few have a plough. The-

objeét of the propnctoxs is to have as many filhermen on their lands
as poflible—a great obftacle to 1mpr0vcments mn agrlculture - They

§ifh for their mafters, who either give them a fec totally madcquatc, or
take their fifh'at a low rate. . The writer remarks, that, ¢ in moft.
¢ countrics the increafe of popul'mon is reckoned an advantage, and "

-

-

¢ juftly.: It is, however, the reverfe, in the plcfcnt {ftate of Shctland

-

"

¢ without having any ftock. The confequcncc 1s poverty and diftrefs.

-
-

-

¢ number of people that they can preperly maintain.” .-

. The writer of the account of Auchterderran®, in the “county of .-
Fife, fays, that the meagre food of the labourmg man i3 unequal to-
oppofe the cffe@s of inceffant hard labour upon his conftitution, and -

by, this means his frame is worn down ‘before the time of nature’s
appointment, and adds, That people continuc voluntarily to entcr

« upon fuch a hard fituation by marrying, thews how far the union
¢t of the ﬁkes, and the lovc of independence, are principles of human:

“ nature.” In this obfervation, perhaps, the love of mdcpcndcncc
had bcttcr have been changcd for the love of a progcny

2 Vol.i. p. 385. b Vol. x. p. 194. "¢ Vol. i. p- 4.49

S v ' R The

¢ The farms are fplit. The’ young men are- cncoumgcd to marry

e e et ™ B T4 2

It is believed that there is at prefent in thefe: 1ﬂands, double the
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The ifland of Jura® appears to be abfolutcly overﬂowmg with

1nhab1tants in fpite of conftant and numerous emigrations. There -
are fomet;mcs 5o or 60 on a farm. The writer obferves, that fuch .
_ a {warm of inhabitants, where n1a11ufa&ures and many other branches ;

of mduf’cry are unknown, arc a very great load upon the propnctors
and ufelefs to the ﬁatc

Another writer® is aﬁomihcd at the rapid increafe of population, -

in fpite of a conﬁderablc emigration to-America in 1770, and a large
dram of young men during the late war. - He thinks it difficult to

aﬂ' ign adequate caufes for it, and ‘obfery es, that if the population con= -

tinue to increafe, in this manner, unlefs fome employment be found
for the people, the country will foon be unablé to fupport them.
A_nd in the account of the parith of Callander®, the writer fays, that

the villages of this place, and other villages in fimilar fituations, are .
filled with naked and ftarving crowds of people, who are pouring .
down for thelter or for bread; and then obferves that whenever the -

populatxon of a town or village exceeds the induftry of its 1nh'1b1tants, :
from that moment the place muft decline.

A very extraordinary - inftance of a tendency to rapid lncrcafc,

" occurs in the regifter of the parifh of Duthil?, in the county of
-Elgin; and as errors of excefs arc not fo probable, as érrors of omif-

fion, it {feems to be worthy of attention. The proportion of annual
births to the whole population is as 1 to 12; of marriages, as 1 to
55; and of deaths the fame. The births arc to the deaths as 70
to 15, or 43 to I, We may fuppofe fome inaccuracy refpe@ing the
number of deaths, which feems to crr on the fide of defe®; but the -
very extraordinary proportion of the annual births, amounting to %
of the whole population, does not feem to be eafily liable to error; and .
the other circumitances refpecing the parifh,tend to confirm the ftate-
ment, Out of a population of 830, there were only 3 bachelors, and

3 Vol.xii.‘ p. 317. ~ ® Parifh of Lochalfh, county of Rofs, vol. xi. p. 422. '
¢ Vol xi. p. 574, : d Vol iv. p. 308.

' cach

-

i
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c'tch marriage yxcldcd 7-children. Yet with all this, the populatxon
is fuppofcd to have decreafed confiderably fince 174 ; and it appears,
that this exceffive tendency to increafe, had been occafioned by an
exceffive tendency to emigrate. The writer mentions very great emi-
grations; and obferves, that whole tribes who cnjoyed the comforts

of life in a rcafonable degree, had of late years emigrated from dif- -

ferent parts of - Scotland from mere humour, and a fantaftical 1dca
of becommg their own mafters and freeholders.

Such an extraordinary proportion of births caufed evidently by

habits of emigration, thews the extreme difficulty of depopulating a

country merely .by taking away its people. Take but away its
induftry, and the fources of its fubfiftence, and it is done at once.

It may be obferved, that in this parifh, the average number of .
children to a marriage is faid to be 7, though from the proportion of

annual births to annual m"tmagcs, it" would appear to be only 45
This difference occurs in many other parithes, from which we may
conclude, that the writers of thefe accounts very Judxcxouﬂy adoptcd
fome other mode of caculation, than the proportion of annual births
and marriages; and probably founded the refults they give, either on
pcrfonal inquiries, or refcarches into their regifters, to find the num-
ber of children whicly had been born to each mother in the courfe
of her marriage. .

The women of Scotland appear to be prolifick. The average of
6 children to a marriage is frequent;-and of 7, and even 4%, not
very uncommon. Onc inftance is very curious,” as it appears as if
this number was aually living to each marriage, which would of
courfc imply, that a much greater number had been, and would be,
born. In the parifh of Nigg?, in the county of Kincardine, the

account fays, that there are 37 land familics, and 403 children;
which gives nearly 75 cach; 42 fither families, and 314 children;

nearly 7% cach.  Of the land families, which have had no chil-

2 Vol. vii. p. 194.
dren,
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drén' thcrcx were 75 of the fithers, none. - If this ftatemént be juft,
1 thould conceive that each marriage muft have ylcldefl, or ’_w.ould
yiéld, in ‘tlic'courvfciof,its duration, as many as 9 or 10 births..".

- . When, from any a&ual furvey, it appcars, that there is about 3

living children to each marriage, or g perfons, or only .4§—~to El'lhOLg;C,
which #rc ‘very common proportions, we muft not infert 1aF VVc
;u;érz{gc ﬂnumbcrl of births to a marriage is not much above 3. : e
muft recolleét that all the marriages, or eftablithments, of the pre crllt
year, -are of courf¢ without children; all of the year bcfo;‘c, have only
one ; all of the year before that, can hardly bc;qxpc;?tcd-to} I?avc as
mTany as two, and all of the fourth year preceding will icertamly,ﬁm
the natural courfe of thiﬁgs, have lefs tb'an three. .Onc,out off v%
children is a very unufually fmall"proportton to lofe in the ;ourlz c;t
ten ycars; and after ten ycars, it may be fuppofe.d thall)t t{e,ve ;d
bcgixl to leave their parents; o that if cac‘h marriage ;:1 ?Pp?l- :
accurately to yield 5 births in the courfe of its duration, the familie

which had increafed to their full complement would only have 4 -

children, and a very large proportion of thofe which were in the ﬁagcs
of increafe would have lefs than three®; and qonfcqucntly, taking
into con{'idc‘ra,tidn the number of families wh.crc one C{f thc_: Par;nts
may be fuppofed- to be dead, T much doubt, .whct.hcr m.ltius (ija c,da
furvey would give 4% toa family. In thc. pan'fh qf D}lthl , a 'rca i
noticed, the number of children toa marlmlxgc 1s mcntxongd as 7, an
f perfons to a houfe, as only 5. ‘ .
d?cl I}ilzzbi;k(::npx1otiéc of this circumftance, to obviate an ob:jeéhpu
which might perhaps appear to arife from the rcﬁ'llt o‘f‘ ~fuc}1 1urvcysi
to th‘é proofs which have been adduced, that marriages are Ln gcxz;;a
more prolifick than they have bc.cn ufually ﬁlppo.icd to c. : ‘,C
accounts of many of the parifhes in SCotland, which mention 7
and 7}, as the average number of children tot a’ marriage tcn}d Vgry

has 1 iffe age in the children of the
» Tt has been calculated that, onan average, the dlﬂlrengc of agein th :
ily i : b Vol, iv. p. 308.
fame family is about two years, \ ol.iv. p. 3

ftrongly
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ftrongly to confirm  this fuppofition; and as in thefe fame parifhes,
 the proportion of annual births to annual marriages, is feldom above
3%, 4, 0r 45, to 1 ;- they pfovc at the fame time the fallacy. of this
mode of éﬁimating the fruitfulnefs of rhari-iages. In thofe parifhés
where the authors have adopted this mode,
as might be expected, 3, 3%, 4, and 4%, as
children to a marriage. - E

they generally mention,
the average number of

«  The poor of Scotland are in general fupported by voluntary con-

- tributions, diftributed under the infpedtion of the minifter of the
parith ; and it appears, upon the whole, that they have been con-
ducted with confiderable Jjudgment. - Having no claim of right to’
relief, and the fupplies, from - the mode of their collc‘&ioh,ibcing .
neceflarily uncertain, and never abundant, the poor have confidered
them merely as a laft refource in cafes of extreme diftrefs, and not as
a fund on which they might fafely rcly, and an adequate portion of
which belonged to them by the laws of their country, in all dif-
ficulties. SR - e

" The confequence of this is, that the common people make very
confiderable exertions to avoid the neceflity of applying for fuch a

_{canty and precarious relief. It is obferved, in many of the accounts,
that they feldom fail of making a provifion for ficknefs and for age; |
‘and in general, the grown-up children and relations of perfons, who
arc in danger of falling upon the parifh, ftep forward, if they be in
any way able, to prevent fuch a degradation, which is univerfally
confidered as a difgrace to the family. - ‘
- The writers of the accounts of the difterent parifhes, frcquéntly
reprobate, in vcry ftrong terms, the fyftem of Englifh aflfefliments for
the poor, and give a decided preference to the Scotch mode of relief,
“In the account of Paifley ®, though a manufa®uring town, and with
a numerous poor, the author fill reprobates the Englith fyftem, and
makes an obfervation on this fubje&, in which, perhaps, he goes too

’ ]
PI———

* Vol. vii. p. "4 .
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330 .
far. He fays, that ‘though there are in no country fuch large con~
 tributions for the poor as in England, yet there is no where fo great
-a number of them ; and their condition, in comparifon of t/e poor of
other conntriesy is truly moft miferable.. oL e o
In the account of Caerlaverock ?, in anfwer to the queftion, How
ought the_ poor to be fupplied ? it is mqﬁ judiciouily remarked,
« that diftrefs and poverty multiply in proportion . to: the funds
« created -to relieve them ; that- the meafures of charity ought to
« rc'r_n.ain invifible, till the moment when it is neceflary that they
¢« {hould be diftributed ; that in the counfry parifhes of Scotland,
¢ in- general, fmall occafional voluntary »COHC&.IOIAIS'ZII‘C fufficient ;
s that the legiflature has no occafion to interfere to augment the,
s {tream which is already copious enough; in fine, that the eftablith-
¢« ment of a pbors rate would not only be unneceflary, but hurtful,
- ¢« as it would tend to opprefs the landholder; without bringing

4

-

relief on the poor.”™ 0 . T T JDERRE I
Thefe, upon the whole, appear to be the prevailing opinions of the
clergy of Scotland. There arc, however, fome exceptions; and the
fyftem of affefiments is fometimes approved, and the ‘eftablithment
of it propbfcd. ‘But . this is not to be wondered at. - In many of
thefe parifhes, the experiment had ncver been made; and without,
being thoroughly aware of the principle of population, from theory,
or having fully feen the evils of poor laws, in praétice, nothing fcems,

on a firft view of ‘the fubjedt, more natural, than the propofal of an
affefment, to which the uncharitable, as ‘well as the charitable, -

" {hould be made to contribute, according to their abilitics, and which
might be increafed or diminifhed, according to the wants of the
moment. = . IR : R ‘
. The endemick and epidemick difeafes in Scotland, fall chiefly, as is
ufual, on the poor. The fcurvy is in fome places cxtremely trouble-
fome and inveterate ; and in others it arifes to a contagious leprofy,

* Vol.vi, p. 21.
the

CHAP. X, . Seotland q?ld Ieland. ., .. " 331

#hc -cffects of which are always . dreadful, ‘and not vlinfrcqucntly
mortal. . Orie W{itgr calls it the fgourge and bane of hﬁxﬁan ﬁaturé“
It s gcperally,attributcd to. cold and wet ﬁtuﬁfioﬁé, mcaa;re and
unwholefome food, impure air from damp and crowded iioufc;'ilido-
lent habits, and the want of attention to cleanlinefs. L

.. To the fame caufes, in great meafure, are attributed ‘thyc.‘r}»leu'n;)‘e»l;

tifms which are general, and the confumptions which are frequent

- among the common people. ;;; Whenever, in any place,. from parti-

cular circumftances, the condition of the poor has been rendered
worfe, thefe diforders, particularly the latier, have been obferved to

- prevail with greater force. L

. Low.n_ervgu_s fevers, and others of a more violent and fatal nétﬁre,
are frequently epidemick, and fometimes take off confiderable num-

“bers ; but the moft fatal epidemick, fince the extinction of the plague,

which- forn}erly vifited - Scotland, is - the :fmall-pox,“ the - returns of
which, are, in many places, at regular intervals; in bthcfs, irregular
but feldom at a greater diftance than 7 or 8 years. ' Its révaf:cjs arc;
dreadful, though -in fome: parithes not fo fatal as fhcy wcrea fome
time ago. The prejudices againft inoculation are ftill great ; and as
the mode of treatment muft almoft neceflarily be bad, in fmall and
crowded houfes, and the cuftom of vifiting cach other during the
diforder ftill fubfifts in many places, it may be imégincd that the
mortality muft .be confiderable, and the children of the poor the
principal fufferers.. In fonncA.pariﬂl_cs of the Weftern Ifles, anci the
Highlands, the number of perfons to a houfe has increafed ﬁbm 4%,
:_m.d 5, to 61, and 7. Itis evident, that if fuch a confiderable inéi‘(taﬁ:,
w1thout the proper-accommodations for it, do hot abfolutely gencfatc
the: difeafe, it muft give to its -devaftations tenfold force when it
arrives. - . o . SRR
. Scotland has.at ‘all times been fubje to ycax"s of fcarcity, an&

occafionally even to dreadful famines. The years 1635, 1680, 1688,

2 Parifhc; of Forbes and Kearn, Couhty of -Abcrdeen,. vol. xi. p. 18q.
U u 2 the
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the concluding years of the laft century, the years 1740, 1756, 1766,

1778, 1782, and 1783, are all mentioned in different plages; as ycar's.of '
very great fufferings from want. In the year 1680, fo many farplhcs_ ‘
- périﬂacd from this caufc, tliat, for ﬁx miles, in a well-inhabited extent,

there was not a fmoke remaining?® ~ The feven years at tbc cn_d of 't\hc
la{‘t céntur);"\x;erc called the ill years. - The writer of the .acgount of
the parifh’of Montquhitter®, fays, that of 16~ familics on a farm in

‘that neighbourhood, 13 were extinguifhed ; 'and on another, out of

169 individuals, only 3 families, the proprietors inclﬁdcd, furvived.

 Extenfive farms, now containing a hundred 'fo'uls,' bcix_lg entirely

defolated, were converted into a theep walk.” The inhabitants'of the
parifhin general were diminifhed by death to one half, or ‘as fome

~ affirm to one fourth, of the preceding number. - Until ‘1709 many

farms were wafte. “In 1740; lénoi;hcxj'féafon of {carcity occ1;1'rr'cd,.
and the utmoft mifery was felt by the :podr, though it fell ‘thr’tjc_).tl
death. Many offered in vain to ferve for their bre;ad. - Stout men
accepted thankfully twopence a day in full  for their work. - Great

- diftrefs was alfo fuffered in 1782 and 1783, but none dicd. e If, at

« this critical period,” the author fay?,' ¢« the American war had not

B _ceafed ; if the copious magazines, particularly of pea‘.fc,'pro‘vidcd

« for the navy, had not been brought to fale, what a fgcqe of defo-

« lation and horror would have been exhibited in this cou'ntr"y.!".‘
Many fimilar defcriptions occur in different parts-of ‘tvtht;. Stai:';ﬁxqal

Account; but thefe will be fufficient to fhew the nature and inten-

fity of the diftrefs which has been occafionally felt from want. -

The j'czir 1783 depopulated fom¢ pﬁfts of the HiglllanQS,' and is
mentioned as the reafon why in thefe places the number of people

" was found to have ‘diminifhed fince Dr. Webfter’s furvey. Moft of

the fmall farmers in geheral, as might be expeéted, were abfolut\ely

" ruined by the fearcity ; and thofc of this defeription; in-the High-

lands, were obliged to emigrate to the Lowlands as common

s Parifhof Duthil, vol.iv. p. 308, ° b Vol. vi. p. 121, .
‘ " , ' labourers,

/
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“labourers*,in fearch of a precarious “fupport. Il fonie parifhes at-
the time of the laft furvey, the effect . of ‘the ruin:of the farmers

" during this bad year, was ftill vifible in their "deprefled condition,
and the increafed poverty and’ mifery of the common people which
isa neccflary confequence of it~ . R A
- In the account of the parith of Grange®; in the county of Banff,
it is obferved, that the year 1783 put a ftop to all improvements by
green crops, aild' made the farmers think of nothing but raifing grain.

Tenants were moft of them ruined.. Before. this period, confump-
tions were not near fo frequent as they have been'fince. " This may
be juftly attributed to the effects of the fcarcity and bad vicual in
the year 1783, to the long inclement harvefts in 1782 and 1787, in

- both which feafons, the labourers were expofed to much cold and
wet during the I;hrée months that the harvefts (‘;ontiri\icd ; but prin-
cipally to the change that has of late : taken place in the manner of

living among the lower ranks. - Formerly every houfeholder could

command a draught of {mall beer, and killed a fheep now and then,
out of his own little flock ; but now the cafe is different. The fre-
quent want of the ncceflaries of life among - the poor, their damp
and ftinking houfes, and dejection of mind among the middling
clafles, appear to be the principal caufes of the prevailing diftempers,
and mortality of this parith. Young people are cut off by confump-
tions, and the more advanced by dropfies and nervous fevers.-
- The ftate of this parifh, which, though there arc others like it,
may be confidered as an 'cxccption to the iz.vcrage ftate of Scotland,
was, without doubt, occafioned by the ruin of the tenants; and the
-effe® is not to be wondered at, as no greater evil can eafi
- toia couhtr’y, than the lofs of agricultural ftock and capital.
. We may obferve, that the difeafes of this parifh are faid to have
,ihcreafcd,_in confequence of the bfcarcity ‘and bad victual of 1783.
The fame circumftance is noticed in many other parithes, and it is

* Parith of Kincardine, 'Count); of Rofs, vol. iii. p. 505. ® Vol.ix. p. 550.

remarked,
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" remarked, that though few :people died of abfolutc fammc, yet that

[ T R}

“mortal difeafes almoft unwerfally fo]lowcd Pbeds o oy sild
- Tt'is remarked alfo, in fome panﬂlcs, that thc numbcr of births

and marriages are affeéted by ycara of fmrcxty and plenty.:’ =0 bit

Of the parifh of Dingwall?, in the county of Rofs, it is obferved
that, after the fcarcity of 1783, the births were 16 below the avcrage,
and 14 below, the loweft number of late years.: "“The year 1787 was
a year of plenty, and the followmg year ithe births increafed in a

{imilar proportlon, “and . were 17 abovc the a’vcragc, and 11 abovc

the hlgheﬁ of the other years, -5 S S .
“In the account of - Dunrofinefs® ] in Orkney, thc wnter f 1ys,

th'xt the annual number of marriages depends much on the feafons.

In good years they may amount to thirty or upwards; but thn'
crops fail, will hardly come up to the half of that number. -+ "~

-The whole increafe of bcotland fince the time of Dr. Webfter's
furvey in 1753, is about 260, 006 ¢, - for which a proportionate pro-
vifion has been made in the 1mprovcd ftate of agriculture and manu-
facurds, and in the increafed cultivation of potatoes, which in fome
placcs form two-thirds of the diet of the common: people. - It has
beén calculated that the half of the furplus of births in Scotland is
drawn off in cmlgratlons ; and it cannot be doubtcd that this drain
tends greatly to relieve the country, and to 1improve the condition of
thofe which remam Ecotland is ccxtalnly {till over pcoplcd but not
o much as it was a ccntury or half a century ago, whcn it contamed
fewer inhabitants. ‘ o

Thc details of the populauon of Ireland are but httlc known I
fhall only obfcrve, thcrcfor(,, that the cxtended ufe’ of potatocs, has
allowed of a vcry ‘rapid increafc of it during the latt ccntury But
thc chcapnefs of thlS nounﬂnng root, and thc fmal] plecc of ground

3 Vol. i p-I. . b Vol, vii. p 391
¢ According to the returns in the late eftimate, the whole population of Scotland is
above 1,590,c00, and therefore the increafe up to the prefent time is above 320,000. .

I which,
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which, under thiskind of cultivation, will, in average years, prodﬁcc
the food for a family, joined to the ignorance and barbarifm of the
people, which have prompted them to follow their inclinations with

" no other profpect than an immediate bare fubfiftence, have encou-

raged marriage to fuch a degree, that the population is pufhed much
beyond the induftry and prefent refources of the country; and the
confequence naturally is, that the lower clafles of people are in the
moft deprefled and miferable ftate. The checks to the population
are of courfe chiefly of the pofitive kind, and arife from the difeafes
occafioned by fqualid poverty, by damp and wrefched cabin‘s,'by bad
and infuflicient clothing, by the filth of their pcrfons, and OCCﬂﬁbll:ll
want. .. To thefe poﬁtwc checks, have, of late years, been added the
;r icc and mifery of inteftine commotlon, of cxvxl war, and of martial
aw., o e .;;A ""i’l” e ,r.’.",l '

- All thc checks to. populatlon which h'we bccn obfervcd to prevmf :
in fociety, in'the courfe of this review of it, arc clcqr]y rcfolvqblc :

mto moral reﬁ:ramt, vxce, and mlfcry TR
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~ every fifteen years during the whole period of their ftay °.
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" CHAP XL
Géneral deduttions Srom the preceding view of Soci;{y.

T'zat the checks, which have been mentioned, - are the true
caufes of the flow increafe of populatlon, ‘and that thefe checks re-
fult prmc1pally from an infufficiency of fubfiftence, will be evident
from the compar'ltxvcly rapid increafe, which has invariably taken
place, whenever, by fome fudden enlargement in the means of fub-
fiftence, thefe checks have been i in any confiderable degree removed.

. It has been univerfally remarked, that all new colonies, fettled in

healthy countucs, where room and food were abundant, have con-
{tantly made a rapid progrefs in population. Many of the colonies
from antient Greece, in the courfe of one ar two centunes, appear to
have rivalled, and even furpafled, their mother citics. Syracufe and

Agngcntum in Sicily ; Tarentum and Locri in Italy; - Ephefus-

and Miletus in Lefler Afia; were, by all accounts, at leaft equal to any
of the cities of antient Greece ®, All thefe colonies had eftablithed

themfelves in countries inhabited by favage and barbarous nations,

* which eafily gave phce to the new fettlers, who had of courfe plenty

of good land. It is calculated that the Ifraclites, though they in-
crcafcd very flowly, while they were wandering in the ]and of Ca-
naan, on fettling in a fertile diftri& of Egypt, doubled their numbers
But not

to dw cll on remote inftances, the European fettlements in America,

. Smith’s Wealth of Nations, vol.ii. p.360..
b Short’s New Obferv, on Bills of Mortality, p. 259, 8vo. 1750 .
‘ ’ : ear
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- bear ample teftimony to the truth of a remark, that has never, I

believe, been doubted. Plenty of rich land, to be had for little
or nothlng, is fo powerful a caufe of population, as generally to
overcome all obftacles. : .

No fettlements could eafily have been worfe managed than thofc

" of Spain, in Mexico, Peru, and Quito. The tyranny, fuperftition,

and vices, of the mother country, were introduced in ample quanti-
ties .among her children. = Exorbitant taxes were exadted by the
crown; the moft arbitrary reftriGtions were impofed on their trade ;
and the governors were not behind hand, in rapacity and extortion for
themfelves as well as their mafter. Yet under all thefe difficulties,
the colonics made a quick progrefs in population. The city of
Quito, which was but a hamlet of* Indians, is reprefented by Ulloa
as containing fifty or fixty thoufand inhabitants abovc fifty yecars
ago®  Lima, which was founded fince the conqueft, is mentioned
by the fame author, as equally or more populous, before the fatal
carthquake in 1746. Mexico is faid to contain a hundred thoufand

e e PN o T e O

inhabitants, which, notwithftanding the exaggerations of the Spanith -

writers, is fuppofed to be five times greater t than what it contained
in the time of Montezuma® @ =

In the Portuguefe colony of Brazil, ‘governed with almoft equal
tyranny, there were fuppofed to be, above thirty ycars ago, fix hun-
dred thoufand inhabitants of European extraction °. ,

The Dutch and French colonies, though under the government of
exclufive companics of merchants, which, as Dr. Smith jufily ob-
{erves, 1s the worft of .all poflible govemmcnts @ill perfifted in
thriving under cvery difadvantage ¢.

~——

But the Enghith North Amerlcan colonics, now the po“crfu!.

people of the United States of America, far outftripped all the others,
in the progrefs of their population. To the quantity of rich land,

b Smith’s Wealth
-4 1d. p. 368, 369.

2 Voy. ¢'Ulloa, tom. i. liv. v. ch.v. p. zig. 4to. 1752,
of Nations, vol. ii. b.iv, ch, vii. p. 363. < Id. p. 365.
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which thcy poflefled in common with the Spamfh and Portuguefe’
colonics, they added a O‘rcatcr degrec of liberty and equah(y Though
not without fome rcﬁméhons on their foreign commerce, -they.were
allowed the liberty of managing their own internal affairs. The
political inftitutions which prevailed, were favourable to thc aliena-
tion and divifion of property. = Lands, which were not cultivated. by
the propr:ctor within - a limited ,time, .were declared grantablc
to any other pcrfon In Penfylvania, . there was no nght of primo-
geniture; and, in the provmces of ‘New England, the eldeft fon
had only a double fhare. : There were no tythes in any of the
States, and fcarcely any taxes. And an account of the extreme

cheapnefs of good land, . a capital could not be more advantagcoufly
cmployed than in agriculture, which, at the fame time that it affords

" the greateft quantity of healthy work, fupphcs the moft - valuab}e

producc to the fociety. - oo S ,
The confcqucncc of thefe favourablc. circumftances united, was,

a rapldlty of incréafe almoft without parallel in hiftory. Through-
out all the northern provinces the population was found to double

_itfelf in 25 years.” -The original number of perfons which had fettled

in the four provinces of New England in 1643 was 21,200.  After-

wards, it was calculated, that more left them than went to them.
. In the year 1760, they were increafed to half a million. They had,
" therefore, all along,” doubled their number ‘in 24 years. In New

Jerfey, the period of doubling appeared to be 22 years; and in Rhode

Ifland ftill lefs. -In the back fettlements, where the inhabitants ap-
plied themfelves folely to agriculture, and lumlry was not known,
they were fuppofed to double their number in fifteen years.  Along
the fea-coaft, which would naturally be firft inhabited, the period
of doublmv was about 35 years, and in fome of the maritime towns

- the population was abfolutely at a ftand®. From thc late cenfus

made

s Pnccs Obferv. on Reverf Paym. vol i p. 232, 283, and vol ii. p. 260. 1
}nvc latcly had an opportunity of feeing fomc extra&s from the fermon of Dr, Styles,

from
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made in America, itappears, that, taking all the States together, they
have ftill continued to double their numbers every 25 years; and, as
the whole population is now {o great, as not to be materially affected
by the emigrations from Europe; and as it is known,’ that in {fome
of the towns, - and diftriéts near the fea-coaft, the progrcfs of popu-
lation has been comp’xr'\.tivcly flow; it is evident, that in the inte-
rior of the country, in general, the period of doubling from procrea-

“tion only, muft have been confiderably lefs than 25 year;.

The population of the United States of America, according to the
late cenfus, is 5,172,312% We have no reafon to believe that Great
Britain is lcfs populous, at prefcnt, for the emigration of the {fmall

from which Dr. Price has taken  thefe fa&s Speaking of Rhode Ifland, Dr StylcQ
fays,” that though the period of doubling for the whole colony is 25 years, yet that it
is different in different parts, and within Jand is 20 and 1§ years. The five- towns of

- Gloucefter, Situate, Coventry, Weftgreenwich, and Exeter, were 5033, A.D. 1748,

and 6986 A.D. 1755; which implies a period of doubling of 15 years only. He
mentions afterwards that thc county of Kent doublcs in 20 yez\rs, and the county of
Providence in 18 years. Gk

- I have alfo lately {een a paper of Faéts and caleulatisits :g/j)cﬂmg the popu/anan of the
United States, which makes the period of doubling for the whole of the States, fince their
firft fertlement, only 20 years. I know not of - what authorify this paper is; bur, far as
it goes upon publick fa&ts and enumerations, I {hould think, that it muft be to be depended
on. One period is very ftriking. From a return to Congrefs in 1782, the population
appeared to be 2,389,300, and in the cenfus of 1790, 4,000,000 : increafe in 9 years,
1,610,700 : from which deduct ten thoufand per annum for European fettlers, whick
will be go,000; and allow for their increafe at 5 per cent. for 4% years, . which will be
20,250 the remaining increafe during thefe g years, from procreation only, will be
1,500,450, which js very nearly 7 per cent. ; and confequemly the petiod of doubling at
this rate would be lefs than 16 years. . .

If this calculation for the whole population of the States bein any degree near the truth,
it cannot be doubted, that, in particular diftriCts, the period of doubling from procreation
only, “has often been lefs thefe 15 years. The period immediately fucceeding the war
was likely to be a period of very rapid increafe.

"2 One fmall State is mentioned as being omitted in the ccnfus H nnd T underftand that

the population is generally confidered at above this number, It is faid to approach to-

wards 6,000,co0, But fuch vague opinions cannot of coarfe be much relied on.
X x 2 A parent
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parent ftock which produced thefe- numbers.. On - the contrary,

certain degree of emigration is known to be favourable to the popu- -

lation of the mother country. It has been particularly remarked

that the two Spaniﬂl prbvinccs from which the greateft number of '

peop]c cmwratcd to America, became in confequence more po-
pulous. :

- Whatever was the original number of Britifh’ emigrants vshlch
mclcafcd fo faft in North America; let us alk, Why does not an

equal number producc an cqual increafe in the fame time in - Great °

Britain ?  ‘The obvious reafon to be affigned is, the want of food ;
and that this want is the moft efficient caufe of the three- great
checks to population, which have been obferved to 'prcvail in all
focieties, 1s cvident, from the rapidity with which even old ftates
recover the defolations of war, peftilence, famine, and the convulfions
of nature. They are then, for a fhort time, placed a little in the
fituation of new colonies, and the effect is always anfwerable to what
might be cxpe&ed. If the induftry of the inhabitants be not
deftroyed, fubfiftence will foon increafe beyond the wants of the
reduced numbers ; and the invariable confequence will be, that popu-

lation, which before, perhaps, was ncarly ﬁatxonary, will begin imme-
diately to increafe, and will continue its progrefs till thc former
" population is recovered.

The fertile province of F landers, which has been o often the feat
of the moft deftruftive wars, after a refpite of a few years, has
always appeared as rich and as populous as ever. The undiminifhed
population of France, which has before been noticed, is an inftance
very ftrongly in point. The tables of Sufmilch afford continual
proofs of a ircry rzipid increafe, after great mortalities; and .the
table for Pruffia and Lithuania, which I have inferted?, is- par-
ticularly firiking in this refpe@. The effeéts of the dreadful plague
in London, in 1666, were not perceptible 15 or 20 years afterwards.

2 See p. 253.:‘ )
It
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It -may even ‘be doubted, whether Turkey and Egypt are, upon an
average, much lefs populous for the plagues which periodically lay

“them wafte. If the number of people which’ they contain be con-

fiderably lefs now, than formerly, it is rather to be attributed to the

“tyranny and oppreflion of the governments under which they groan,

and the confequent difcouragements to agriculture, than to the

" loffes which they fuftain by the plague. The traces of the moft

deftru@ive famines in China, Indoftan, Egypt, and other countrics,
are by all accounts very foon obliterated; and the ‘moft tremendous.
convulfions of nature, fuch as volcanic eruptions and cuthquakcs

- if they do not h:ppen fo frequently as to drive away the inhabitants,

or deftroy their fpirit of induftry, have been found to produce but’a
trifling effe@ on the average population of any ftate.

It has appearcd from the regifters of different countrics which
have already been produced, that the progrefs of their population is
checked by the periodical, though irregular, returns of plagues and
fickly feafons. Dr. Shost, in his curious refearches into bills of mor-

. tality, often ufes’ the’ cxpreﬁion of ¢ terrible corre@ives of the
redundanceof mankind®;” and in a table of all the plagues, pcﬁllcnccs,.

and famines, of which he could colle& accounts, ﬂlCWS the conftancy
and univerfality of their opcratlon.

The epidemical years in his table, or the years in which the

plague or fome great and wafting epidemick prevailed, for fmaller
fickly feafons, feem not to be included, are 431°, of which 32 were
before the Chriftian @ra.  If we divide, therefore, the years of the
prefent zra by 599, it will appear, that the periodical returns of fuch
epidemicks, to fome country that we are acquainted with, have
been on an average only at the interval of about 4 1 years. °
- Of the 234 great famines and dearths, enumerated in the table,
15 were betore the Chriftian @rad, beginning with that which
occurred in Paleftine, in the time of Abraham. If, fubtracting thefe
* New Obierv. on Bills of Mortality, p.g6. 4
vol. ii. p. 306. ¢ Id. vol, ii. p. 202. 4 1d, vol.ii, p. 206.
: ’ 15, We
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1 5, we divide the ycars of the prcfent zra by the remainder, it w il

appcar that the average interval bctwccn the wﬁts of thlS dreadful

{courge has been only about 7 % years. =
. How far thefe “ terrible corre&®ives to the rcdundantc, of man-
¢ kind,” have been occafioned by the too rapld increafe of popula—

“tion, 1S a pomt which it would be very difficult to determine w fith

any degrec of precifion. The caufes of mo{’c of our difeafes appear
to us to be fo myﬁcnous, and probably are really fo various, that
it would be rathnefs to lay too much firefs on any “fingle one: but
it will not, perhaps, be too much to fay, that, among thefc caufes,
we - ought certainly to rank crowded houfes, and infufficient or
unwholefome food, which are "the natural confcqucnccs of ‘an
increafe of population, fafter, than the accommodat_lon:. of a country,
with refpe@ to habitations and food, will allow.

Almoft all the hiftorics of cpidemicks which wc hav e, tend to con-
firm this fuppoﬁtlon, by defcribing them in general as making their
principal ravages among the lower clafles of people. In Dr. Short’s
tables, this circumftance is frequently mentioned*; and -it further

appears, that a very confiderable proportlon of the epidemick’ years,,

either followed, or were accompanicd by feafons of dearth and bad
food® In other places he alfo mentions great plagues as diminifh-
ng partlcularly the numbers of the lower ‘or fervile fort of people ¢;

and, in fpeaking of different difeafcs, he obferves, that thofe which
are occafioned by bad and unwholcfome food, generally laﬂ: thc

longeft 4. .
We know, from conftant cxperience, that fevers are generated in

our jails, our manufa&orics, our crowded workhoufes, and in the

narrow and clofe fireets of our large towns; all which fituations
appear to be fimilarin their effets to fqualid poverty: and we cannot
doubt that caufes of this kind, aggravated in degree, contributed
to the producion and prevalence of thofe great and wafting plagues

s Hift. of Air, Scafons, &c. vol. ii. p. 206. et feq. b jbid. and p. 366.
© ¢ New Obferv, p. 125. s Id. p. xc8.
formerly
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formerly fo common in Europe, but which now, from  the mitiga-
tion of thefe caufes, are every where - conﬁdcmbly abated, and in

many places appear to be completely extirpated. : :
Of the other great fcourgc of mankind,  famine,. it mdy be

' obfcrved that it is not in the naturc of things, that the increafe of

populatnon fhould abfolutcly produce one. This increafc, though
rapid, 1s ncccﬁarlly gradual ; and as the human frame cannot be fup-
p‘ort(‘:d,.:cvc‘:n for a very fhort time, . without food, it is cvident, that
no morc human bcirivs can grow up, than thcfc 1s provifion to main-
tain. - But though the principle of population cannot abfolutely pro-
duce a famine, it prepares the way for one in.the  moft complete
manner ; and, by obliging all the lower claffes of people_ to fubfift
ncarly on the fmalleft quantity of food that will fupport life,” turns
cven a {light deficiency from the failure of the feafons into a fevere
dearth; and may be fairly faid, - thercfore, to be one of the principal
caufes of famine. Among the figns of an approaching dearth, - Dr.
Short mentions one or more years of luxuriant crops togcthcr a; and
tlns obfervation is probably juft, as we know. that the general effect
of years of cheapnefs and abundance is to difpofe a greater number of
pcrfons to marry, and under fuch circumflances, the return to a
year, merely of an average crop, might produce a fcarcity.
The {mall-pox, which at prcfcnt may be confidered as the moft
prevalent and fatal epidemick in Europe, is of all others, perhaps,
the moft difficult to account for, though the periods of its return are

in many places rcgular  Dr. Short obfcrvcs, that from the hiftorics

of this diforder, it {fecms to have very little dependence upon the paft

_or prefent conftitution of the weather or fcafons, and that it appears

epldcmlcally at all times, and in all ftates ‘of the air, though not fo
frequently in a hard froft. We know of no inftances, I believe, of
its being clearly gcncrated under any circumftances of fituation. I
do not mean, therefore, to infinuate, that poverty and crowded houfes

* Hift. of Air, Scafon, &c, vol.ii. p. 367. > Td. vol.ii. p.4rr. -
) B [ . - - evey
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ever abfolutely produced it ; but I may be allowed to remark, that
in thofe placcs where its returns are regular, and its ravagcs among
children, particularly among thofe of the lower clafs, are conﬁder-
able, it neceflarily follows, that thefe circumftances, in ‘a grcatcr
dcgrec than ufual, muft always precede and accompany its appearance

that is, from the time of its laft vifit, the average numbcr of children
will be increafing, the pcople will, in confequence, be* growinzg
poorer, and the houfes will be more crowded, till another vifit rcmoves
this fuperabundant population.

In all thefe cafes, how little focvcr force we may be dlfpofed to -

attribute to the effe@s of the prmc1ple of population in the a&ual

production of diforders, we cannot avoid allowing their force as .
- predifpofing caufes to the reception of contagion, and as giving very

great additional force to the extenfivenefs and fatality of its ravages.
It is ohferved by Dr. Short, that-a fevere mortal cpidemick is
generally fucceeded by an uncommon hmlthine{s, from the late
diftemper having carried off moft of the declining worn-out con{h—
tutions® It is probable, alfo, that another caufe of it, may be, the

greater plenty of room and food, and the confequently ameliorated

condition of the lower claffes of the people.. Sometimes, according
to Dr. Short, a very fruitful ycar is followed by a very mortal and
{ickly one, and mortal ones often fucceeded by very fruitful, as
though Naturc fought either to plcvcn’c or quickly repair the lofs
by dcath In general the next year after fickly and mortal ones 1s
prolifick in proportion to the breeders left b

This laft effet we have feen moft ftrikingly exemphﬁcd m the
table for Pruffia and Lithuania®.” And .from this and other tables
of Sufmilch, it alfo appears, that when the mcrcqﬁng produce of a
country and the increafing demand for labour, fo far ameliorate the
condition of the labourer, as greatly to encourage marriage, the cuf-
tom of carly matriagcs;is'gcnerally continued, till the population has
gone beyond the increafed produce, and fickly feafons appear to be

s Hit. of Air, Weaiher, 8cco vol.ii p.344. P New Obferv, p. 191, < p, 253,
' 1 the
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.the natural and neceffary confequence. The contmental regifters
cxlnb1t many inftances of - rapid increafe, 1nterruptcd in this manner

by mortal difeafes, and the inference feems to be, that thofe coun-
tries where fubfiftence is mcreaﬁng fufficiently to encourage popu-

Tation,” but not to anfwer all its’ demands, will be more fubject to

perxodlcal cpidemicks, than thofe where the increafc of populatlon
is more nearly accommodated to the average produce:

The converfe of this will of courfe be true. In thofe countries
whxch are fubje@ to periodical ficknefics, the increafe of popul“tlon,
or the excefs of births above the deaths, will be greater, in the inter-

vals of .thefe periods, than is ufual in countries not fo much fubje&

to thefe difeafes. . If Turkey and Egypt have been nearly ftationary

in their average populatlon for the laft century, in the intervals of
their periodical plagues, the blrths muft have excceded the deaths

in a2 much greater proportion than in fuch countnes as France and -

England.

It is for thefe reafons, that no e{hmmtes of future pepuhtnon or

depopulatlon, formed from any exifting rate of increafe or decreafc, V

can be depended upon Sir William Petty calculated that, in the
year 1800, the city of London would contain g,359,000 * inhabit-
ants, inftead of which, it does not now contain a fifth part of that

numbcr. And Mr. Eton has ]ately prophcﬁed the extinéion of the

population of the Turkifh empire in another- century ®; an cvent
which will, as certainly, fail of taking place. If America were to-
continue increafing at the fame rate as at prefent, for the next 150
years, her population would exceed the populatxon of China ; but
though prophecies are dangerous, I will venture to fay, that fuch an
increafe will not take place in that tlme, though it may pcrlnps mn
five or {ix hundred years, :

Europe was, without doubt, formcrly more fub_)e& to plagucs and
wafting epldcmlcks thm at prefent, and thlS w1ll dccount, in great

* Political A“ﬂlmethk, P17, b Survey of the Tur}uﬂl Emplre, c. vu p. 281,

Y y “meafure,’
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meafure, for the greater proportion of births to deaths in former

‘times, mentioned by many authors, as it has always been a common

practice, to cftimate thefe proportions from too thort pcnods, -and
* gencrally to reject the years of plague as accidental.

The higheft average proportion of births to deaths in England
may be confidered as about 12 to 10, or 120 to 100. The
proportion in France for ten years, ending in 1780, was about
115 to 100% Though thefe proportions have uhdoubtedly varied,
at different perlods, during the laft contury yet we have reafon to
think that they have not varied in any very confiderable degree ; and
it will appear, thercfore, that the population of France and Eng-
land has accommodated itfelf more nearly to the average produce of
each country“than many other ftates. The operation of the pre-
ventive check, vicious manners, wars, the filent, though certain,
deftru&ion of life in large towns and manufa&ories, and the clofe
habitations and infufficient food of many of the poor, prevent popu-
lation from outrunning the means of fubfiftence ; and if I may ufe
an expreffion, which certainly at firft appears ftrange, fuperfede the
neceflity of great and ravaging epidemicks to deftroy what is redund-
ant. If a wafting plague were to fweep off two millionsin England,
and f{ix millions in France, it cannot be doubted, that after the inha-
bitants had recovered from the dreadful fhock, the pfoportion of
births to deaths would rife much above the ufual avcragc in either
country during the laft century®. :

In New Jerfey the ploportlon of births to deaths, on an average
of 7 years, ending 1743, was 300 to 100. In France and England,

~ the higheft average proportion cannot be reckoned at more than 120
to 100. Great and aftonifhing as this difference 1s, we ought not '

to be fo wonder-ftruck at it," as to attribute it to the miraculous

interpofition of heaven. The caufes of it are not remote, latent, and ‘

2 Necker de I’ Adminiftration des Finances, tom. i. c.ix. p. 255.
v This remark_has been, to a certain degree, verificd of late in France, by the increafe
of births which has taken place fince the revolution, .
‘ -« myfterious,
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myﬂ:cnous, but near us, round about us, and open ‘to the inveftiga-

‘tion of every inquiring mind. It accords with the moft liberal fpirit

of - philofophy ‘to believe, that not a ﬁonc can fall, or plant rife,
without the immediate agency of divine power. But we know, from
experience, that thefe operations of what we call nature, have been
conduéed almoft invariably according to fixed laws. And fince the
world began, the caufes of population and depopulation have been
probably as conftant as any of thc laws of nature with wluch
we are acquainted. ,

" The paffion between the fexes has appeared in cvcry age to be

+ {o nearly the fame, that” it may always be confidered, in algebraic

language, as a given quantity. ‘The grcat law of neceflity, which
prevents population’ from increafing in any country beyond the food
which it can either producc  or acquire, is a law, o open to our
view, fo obvious and evident to our underftandings, that we cannot
for a moment doubt it.  The different modes which nature takes to
reprefs a redundant population, do not appear indeed to us fo cer-
tain and regular; but though we cannot always prcdl& the mode,
we may with’ certamty predt& the fa&. If the proportlon of the
births to the deaths for a few years, indicate an increafe of numbers

~much beyond the proportional increafed or acquired food of the

country, we may be perfeétly certain, that unlefs an emigration take
place, the deaths will thortly exceed the births, and that the increafe
that had becn obferved for a few years, cannot be the real average
increafe of the population of the country. If there were no other
depopulating caufes, and if the preventive check did not operate
very ftrongly, every country would without doubt, be fubject to

-periodical plagues or famines. ‘
The only true criterion of a real and pcnmnent mcrea{c in the
- population of any country, is the increafe of the means of fubfiftence.
But even this criterion is fubje¢t to fome flight variations, which
however are completely open to our obfervation. In fome countries
population fecms to have been forced; that is, the people have been
Yyoz : . lmbltuatcd
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qlzil'::]t::;c;lé ;)yddcg;::}els{ to live almoft upon the fmalleft poffible
ar : food. erc muft have béen periods in fi 1
1ty ood. periods in fuch count
:yhcn p(;.pil-llaﬁon ncreafed permanently without an increafe uli 3:
tzzagz ; ubﬁﬁencc». ~China, India, and the countries pofiefled by
the * oween Arabs, as we have feen in the former part of this
thefc’ appear ‘to anfwer to this defeription.  The average produce of
. oo c?ulltr}cs {cems to be but barely fufficient to fupport the lives
the'? 1}1habxtanftts,b' and of courfe any deficiency from the badnefs o;’
cafons muft be fatal. Natj i 1 ’ furi
ol to ions 1n this ftate muft n_cccﬂ'arllyA be
I ica, w ' beral
lowz;fz;n{;mca, w }I:ere the reward of labour is at prefent fo liberal, the
alles might retrench very confiderably in a it
without materially diftreffir . A farmine, the o,
y diftrefling themfelves, "A fami h
. to be almoft impofiible. "It ' ' e ot feems
‘ . may be expected, that’in the prog
of the population of America, il “hrogred
erica, the labourers will ‘in ti
lefs liberally rewarded. The i1l 1 e el
! a . numbers will in this cafe perman
. - - c t]
mcIrcaflc Wl.thout a proportional increafe in the means of ?ubﬁﬁen:e y
. r}ll the dxﬂ'Cfcnt countries of Europe, there muft be fome vziriatiorls
}n td e proportion o.f the number of inhabitants, and the quantity of
ood confumed, arifing from the different habits of li.ving‘ vﬂiich

. 1‘}31'evail in each ftate. ‘The labourers of the South of England: are
o accuftomed to eat fine wheaten bread, that ythcy will fuﬁ'cr

.themfclvcs to be half-ftarved, before they will fubmit to live lik
the SCf)tCh peafants. They might, perhaps, in time, by the conci’c1 ;
operation of the hard law of neceflity, be reduced t’o live, ev 1?11{1{':
the lower claflfes of the Chinefe, and the c‘ountr}‘z would ;he‘nc'n ; le'
z}fx; ‘Efflec qu5111t{'1ttylof food, fupport a greater populatioh. g B’u‘:l:.;
e is, muft alwa i ‘friend to human;
o Do o abortivc):ﬁl:; 1:; 21@011&, ’andA cycry friend to hu‘m‘z_njl‘ity

I have mentioned fome cafes where population ma:y pcfrx;énéntly

) gc;'e.afe., Wl.thout a proportional increafe in the means of fubfiftence
-But 1t 1s evident, that the variation in different ftates, between thé;

food, and the “numbers fupported by it, is reftrited to a’limit
1 : ' ; cyonc
beyond
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beyond which it cahnot pafs. ‘In cvery country, the populzit'xon of
which is not abfolutcly decreafing, the food muft be neceflarily fuffi-
cient to fupport and to continue the race of labourers. T
Other circumftances -being the fame, it may be affirmed, that:
countrics are populous according ‘to the quantity of human food
which they produce, or-can acquire; and happy, according to the
liberality with which this food is divided, or the quantity which a.
day’s labour will purchafe. Corn countries are more populous thamn
pafture countries; and Tice countries more populous than corn
countries. - But their happinéf's does not depend cither upon
their. being i:hinly or fully inhabited,” upon ‘their poverty or their
riches, their youth or their age; but om the proportion which the
n and the food bear to cach other. This proportion is -

populatio v
the moft favourable in new colonies, where the knowledge

generally

~and induftry of an old ftate, operate on the fertile unappropriated

land of a new one. - In other cafes the youth, or the age, of a ftatc
is not, in this refpe@, of great importance. It is probable that the
food of Great Britain is divided in more liberal thares to her inha-
bitants at the prefent period, than it was, two thoufand, three thou-
fand, or four thoufand years ago. And it has appeared that the
poor and thinly-inhabited tradts of the Scotch Highlands are more
diftrefled by a redundant population, than the .moft populous parts
of Europe. - o :

If a country werc never to be over-ru by a people more ad-
vanced ‘im arts, but left to its own natural progrefs: in civilization ;
from the time that its produce might be confidered as an unit, to the
time that it might be confidered as a million, during the lapfe of
many thoufand years, there would not be a fingle period, when the
mafs of the people could be faid to be free from diftrefs, either directly
or indirectly, for want of food. In every ftate in Europe, fince we
have firft had accounts of it, millions and millions of human
exiftences have been  reprefled from this fimple caufe, - though
perhaps, ‘in fome of thefe ﬁafes,, an abfolutc famine may never have

. been known.
Famine
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produce fubfiftence for man, that, unlefs arrefted by the preventive

check, premature death muft in fome thape or other vifit the human

race. .The vices of mankind are a&ive and able fniniﬁc;s of depopula-
tion. - They are the precurfors in the great army of deftru@ion, and
often finifh the dreadful work themfelves. But fhould they fail in this
warof extermination, fickly feafons, ‘cpidemicks, peftilence, and plague,

‘advance in terrifick array, and fweep off their thoufands and ten

thoufands. Should fuccefs be {till inconiplctc, gigantick inevitable
famine ftalks in the rear, and, with onc mighty blow, levels the

population with the food of the world.

Muft it not then be acknowledged, by an attentive examiner of
the hiftories of mankind, that, in every age, and in cvery {tate,

“in which man has exifted, or does now exift,

The increafe of population is neceflarily limited by the means of
fubfiftence. - S ' - :

Population invariably increafes when the means of fubfiftence
inéreafe, unlefs prevented by powerful and obvious checks. :
" Thefe checks, and the checks which keep the population down to
the level of the means of fubfiftence, are, moral reftraint, vice, and
mifery. _ B . ;

In comparing the ftate of fociety which -has been confidered in

-this fecond book with that which formed the fubje& of the firft,

I think it appears, that 'in modern Europe the pofitive checks to
population prevail lefs, and the preventive checks more, than in paft
times, and in the more uncivilized parts of the world. :
War, the predominant check to the population of favage nations,
has certainly abated, ' even including the late unhappy revolutionary
contefts: and fince the prevalence of a greater degree of perfonal

cleanlinefs, - of better modes of clearing and .building towns, and

of a°more cquable diftribution of the produés of the foil from im-
proving knowledge in political cconomy, plagues, violent difeafes,
3 : ' , and

BOOK 11.’
Famine fcems to be the laft, the moft dreadful refource of nature.
The power of population is fa fuperior to the power in the carth to .

' CHAP. XI,
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and famines, have been certainly mitigated, and have become lefs
frequent. . , . o

With regard to the preventive checks to population, though it

muft be acknowledged, that moral reftraint does not at prefent

‘prevail much’ainong the male part of fociety; yet I am ftrongly

difpofed to believe that it prevails more than in thofe ftates which
were firft confidered; andit can fcarcely be doubted, that in modern
Europe, a much larger proportion of women pafs a confiderable part
of their lives in the exercife of this virtue, thaq in paft times and
among uncivilized nations. But however this nEx'ay b‘f’ taking the
preventive check in its general acceptation, as 1mp1yu.1g an .mfr_e-
quency of the marriage union from the fear of a fe.lmlly., \lethout
reference to its producing vice, it may be confidered, in this light, as
the moft powerful of the checks, which in modern Europe keep
down the population to the level of the means of fubfiftence.
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_— OF TIIE‘ DIlIERFNT srs'rnms oR nxpEmans WHICH HAVE
S o , ’ ' C : " BEEN PROPOSED OR HAVE PREVAILED IN SOCIETY, AS THEY
' ) AFFECT THE EVILS  ARISING FROM ~THE PRINCIPLE OF
'POPULATION. oo :

| . . CHAP 1

] | ‘ o . | o O Syffems "f:EQ’?a”’QV,- | Wallage.  Condorcet. .

To a perfon who views the paft and prefent ftates of mankind in = : |
‘ . ) the light in which they have appeared in the two preceding books, i
- ' ' : it cannot but be a matter of aftonithment, that all the writers on i
' the perfecibility of man and of focicty, who have noticed the
argument of the principle of population, treat it always very flightly,
and invariably reprefent the difficulties arifing from it, as at a great,
and almoft immeafurable diftance. Even Mr. Wallace, who thought
the argument itfelf of fo much weight, as to deftroy his wholc
fyftem of equality, did not feem to be awarc that any difficulty
would arife from this caufe, till the whole carth had been cultivated
like a garden, and was incapable of any further increafe of produce.
. Werc this really the cafe, and were a beautiful fyftem of cquahty in
‘ ) ' - ) ‘ . ' other refpects’ pradicable, 1 cannot think that our ardour in the
' purfuit of fuch a fcheme ought to be damped by the contemplation
) : ' Zz of
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of fo remote a difficulty. An event at fuch a diftance might'fairly

" be left to prov1dcncc. But the truth is, that if the view of the

argument given in this eﬁ'ay bejuft, the difficulty, fo far from being
remote, would be imminent and immediate. At cvery period
during the progrefs of cultivation, from the prefent moment to the
time when the whole earth was become like a gardcn, the dif-
trefs for want of food would be conftantly prefling on all mankind,
if they werc equal.  Though the produce of the carth would be
increafing every year, population would be increafing much fafter, and
the redundancy muft neceflarily be checked by the pcr10d1cal or
conftant action, of moral reftraint, vice, or mlfery

M. Condorcet’s Efgu ﬂé d'un tablean hiflorique des progrés de r c_?/jn it
humain, was written, it is faid, under the preflure of that cruel
profcription which terminated in his death. If he had no hopcs of
its being feen-during his life, and of its interefting France in his

" fayour, it is a fingular : inftance of the attachment of a man to

principles, which every day’s experience was, {o fatally for himf{elf,

contraditing. To fee the human mind, in one of the moft en-

lightened nations of the world, debafed by fuch a fermentation of
difgufting paffions, of fear, cruclty, malice, revenge, . ambition, mad-
nefs, and folly, as would have difgraced the moft favage nations
in the moft barbarous age; muft have been fuch a tremendous thock
to his ideas of the ncceflary and inevitable progrefs of the human
mind, that nothing but.the firmeft convidion of the truth of his
principles, in fpite of all appearances, could have withftood.

This pofthumous . publication is- only a fketch of a much larger
work which he propofed thould be executed. - It neceflarily wants,
therefore, that detail and application, which can alone  prove the

truth of any theory. A few obfervations will be fufficient to fhew '

how completely this theory is contradicted;, when it is apphcd to the

real and not to an imaginary ftate of things.
In the laft divifion of the work, which treats of the future pro-
grefs of man towards perfection, M. Condorcet fays, that, comparing
' : in
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in the'-different civilized nations .of. Europe, the actual population
with the extent of territory; and obferving their cultivation,. their
induftry, their divifions of labour, and their means of fubfiftence, we
fhall fee, that it would be impofiible to preferve the fame means of
fubfiftence, and confequently the fame population, without a number
of individuals who have no other means of fupplying thur wants
than their indufiry. ' ‘

Having allowed thc ncccﬁity of fucha clafs of men, and advertmg
afterwards to the  precarious revenue of thofe families that would
depend fo entirely on the life and health of their chief?, he fays very
juftly, ¢ There ‘exifts then a neceflary caufe of inequality, of de-
¢ pendence, and even - of . mifery, which menaces, without ceafing,
¢ the moft numerous and altive clafs of our focietics.” The diffi-
culty is juft, and well ftated ; but his mode of . removing it, . will, T
fear, be found totally inefficacious. o

By the application of calculations to the probablhtlcs of life, and

‘the intereft of money, he propofes that a fund thould be eftablithed,

which thould affure to the old an affiftance, produced in part by their
own former favings, and in part by the favings of individuals, who,
in making the fame facrifice, dic before they they.reap the benefit of
it. The fame, or a fimilar fund, fhould give affiftance to women
and children, who lofe their hufbands or fathers; and afford a capi-
tal to thofe who were of an age to found a new family, fufficient
for the development of their induftry. Thefe eftablithments, he
obferves, might be made in the name, and under the protc&ion; of
the fociety. Going ftill further, he fays, that by. the juft application
of calculations, means might be found of more completely preferving
a flate of equality, by preventing credit from being the exclufive pri-

vilege of great fortunes, and yet giving it a bafis equally folid, and by -

)

3 To fave time and long quotations, I fhalt here give the fubftance of fome of M. Con~,
dorcet’s fentiments, and 1 hope that I fhall not mifreprefent them; but I refer the reader
to the work itfelf, which will amufe if it do not convince him,

Zz2 _ ~rendering

o




S e g
T e g,

356 Qf Syflems of Equality.” Wallace. Condorcet.  BOOK iII..

renidéring the progréfs of induftry and the a(’fhvxty of commerce, lefs
dcpcndcnt on great capitalifts. =~ . : vl we to e ald ke

«Such cﬁabhﬂlments and calculations: may appear very. promlﬁng
upon paper; but when’ applied to real life, they will be found to be
abfolutely nugatory. M. Condorcet ‘allows, that a’clafs of pcople
which maintains itfelf entirely by induftry is neccﬁary to every ‘flate.
Why doeg he 'IHOW.thlS ? No other reafon can well be aﬁlgned, than
becaufe he conceives, that the labour uéccﬁhry to Iirocuﬁ: fubfiftence
for an extended population, will not be performed without the goad
of ncccfﬁty If by cftablifhments, upon the plans that have been
mqntloncd, this fpur to induftry be removed ; if the idle and negli-
gent be placcd upon the fame footing with regard to their credit,

and the future fupport of their wives and famlhcs, as the acive'and

induftrious, can we cxpeé to fec men exert that animated a&wlty in
bcttcrmg their condition, which now forms the maﬁ‘cr-fprmg of pub-
lick profperity. 'If an anulﬁtxon were to be cftablithed ‘to examine
the claims of cach individual, and to determine whcthcr he had, or
had not, exerted hlmfclf to the utmoﬁ, and to grant or refufe affift-
ance accordingly, this would be httlc cHe th'm a 1epct1t10n upon a
larger {cale, of the Enghfh poor 1'1ws, and would be” complctcly
deftrudive of the truc principles of hbmty and equality.- = "

But mdcpcndcntly of this great objection to thefe cﬁabhfhmcnts,
and fuppofing, for a moment, that they would give no chcck to pro-
dudtion, the rrrc%tcﬁ d1ﬂiculty remains yet behind. ‘

Were cvery man “furc of a comfortable prov1ﬁ0u for a faml]y,
almoft cvery man would have one; “and were the rifing generation
free fro'm’tbc “Lilling froft” of rmfcry, population muft increafe
with unufual rapidity. Of this, M. Condorcet feems to be fully
awarc himfelf; and, after having defcribed -further improifcmcnits,
he fays, -

“ But in this progrefs of induftry and happinefs, cach o‘cncrmon
“ will be called to more extended enjoyments, and, in confequence,
«“ by the phyfical conftitution of the human frame, to an increafe in

“ the
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s the number of individuals.. Muft - not -there arrive a period then,
¢ when thefe -laws, "cqually neceffary, fhall counteract cach other ?

¢ when the increafe of the number of men furpaffing their means of .

¢ fubfiftence, the neceflary refult mutft be, either'a continual® dimi-
«hution -of - happinefs,  and" pcspulatxon—-a movement truly :retro-

"« grade; or, at leaft; a kmd of ofcillation between good and evil ?

¢ In focieties airived at this term, will not this ofcillation be a con-
¢ ftantly fubfifting caufe of periodical ‘mifery ? Will it not mark the
¢« limit when all further amelioration will become impoflible, and
se’ pomt out that term to the perfectibility of the human race, which-
“ it may reach in the courfc of ages, but can never pafs?”’  He
then adds,

«« There is no perfon who daoes not fee how very diftant fuch a.

¢ period is from us. But fhall we ever arrive at it? It is equally

« 1mpoﬂiblc to pronouncc for, or againft, the future realization of
¢ an-event, which cannot take place but at an ‘wra, when the
¢« human race will have attained 1mprovcments of which we can, at: .

¢ prefent, fcarccly form a conccptlon

- M. Condorcet’s pl&urc of what may be cxpe&cd to happen, when

the number ‘of men fhall furpafs their means of fubfiftence, 1s juitly

drawn. The ofcillation which hé deferibes will certainly take place;.

and will, without doubt, be a conftantly fubfifting caufe of pCI‘lOdl-
cal mlfery The only point in which I differ from M. Condorcet in

this defcription, is, with regard to the per iod when it m'1y be qpphed.
to the human race, “M. Condorcet thinks that it cannot pofﬁbly be:
apphcablc, but at an ara’ cxtremely dl{’cant If the proportlon_

between thc natural- increafe of populatlon and - food, which was
ftated in thc beginning of this c{hy, and which has 1ccc1vul confi-

derable conﬁrmatlon from the poverty that has been found to prevail

in every ftage and dcpftrtmcnt of human fociety, be in any degree
ncar the truth, it will appear, on the contrary, that the period when

the number of men furpafs their means of fubfiftence, has long fince-

arrived ; and that this neceflary ofcillation, this conftantly fubfifting
cmfc of periodical mifery, has cxifted ever fince we have had any

hiftories.
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~ hiftories of mankind, does cxift at ptefent, and will for ever continue.

to exift, unlefs fome decided change take phcc in the phyﬁcal con-
‘ftltutlon of our nature, : ~
" M. Condorcet, however, goes: on to ﬁty, that ﬂmuld thc pcnod
which he conceives to be fo diftant ever arrive, the human race, and
the advocates of the perfeétibility of man, necd not be alarmed at it.
He then proceeds to remove the difficulty in a manner wlnch I _pro-
fefs not to underftand. - Having obferved, that the rldxculous preju-
dices of fuperftition would by, that time have ccafed to -throw over
morals a corrupt and degrading aufterity, he alludes cither to a pro-
mifcuous concubxmcrc, which would prevent brccdmg, or to fome-
thing clfe as unnatural. To remove the difficulty in this way, will
fqrcly, in the opinion of moft men, be, to, deftroy that virtue and
purity of manners, which the advocates of cqinlity; ‘:md“of .(;.II'C pcr-
tc&lblhty of man, profefs to be thc cnd and. object of thexr VlCWS
The laft qucﬁxon which M Condorcet propofes for cxammatlon,
is, the organic perfectibility of man. He obfervcs, that if the proofs
which have been already givcil, “and Wthh, in thcxr dcvelopment,
will receive greater force in the work 1tfe1f are fufﬁcwnt to eftablifh
the indefinite perfe&ibility of man, upon the fuppoﬁtlon, of thc famc
natural facultles, and the fame orgamzatlon which he has at prefent ;
what will - bc the certainty, what the extent of our hopcs, ‘if this
organization, thefc natural faculties themfclves, be -fufccpfiblc of
amelioration ? : - ‘
From the improvement of medicine ; from the ufe of more wholc-
fome food, and habitations; from a manner of hvmg, 'Wthh will
improve the ftrength of the body by exercife, without i 1mpa1rmg it

by excefs ; from the deftruction of the two great caufes of the degra-
- tion of man, mifery, and too great nchcs ; from thc gradual removal

of tranfmiflible and contagious dxforders, by the improvement of
phyfical knowledgc, rendered morc- cfficacious, by the progrcfs of

* reafon and of focial order ; he infers, that though man will not abfo-

1utdy become immortal, }z.t tlnt the duration bctwccn hls bll‘th,
'md
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and natural death, will increafe without ceafing, will have no affign-
able term,-and ‘may properly be ‘exprefled by the word indefinite.

‘He then defines thls word to mean, either a conftant approach toan -

unlimited extent, without cver reaching it; or, an. increafe in the
1mmcnﬁty of ages to an extent greater than any affignable quantity.

" But furely the application of this term in’cither of thefe fenfes, to
the duration of human life, is in the hlghe{’c degrec unphllofophlcal
and totally unwarranted by any appcarances in the laws of nature.
Variations from diffcrent caufes are cffentially diftinct from a regular
and unretrogradc increafe. The average duration of human life will,
to a certain ‘degree, ‘vary, from healthy or unhealthy climates, from
wholefome or unwholefome food, from virtuous or vicious manners,
and other caufes; but it may be fairly doubted, whether there has
been really the fmalleft pcrceptlblc advance in the natural duration

. of human life, fincé firft we had " any authentic hiftory of man.

The prejudices of all ages have, indced, been dire@ly contrary to this

- fuppofition ; and ‘though I would not lay much ftrefs upon thefe pre-
: JudlCCS, they will in fome meafure tend to provc, that there has been

1o marked advance in an oppofite direction.

'It may perhaps be faid, that the world is yet fo young, fo coms
plctcly in its mfancy, that it ought not to be cxpc&cd that any dif-
ference fhould appear fo foon.

If this be the cafe, there is at once an end of all human 1cience.
The whole train of rcafonmgs from effe@s to caufes will be deftroyed:
We may fhut our eyes to the book of nature, as it will no longer be
of any ufe toread it.  The wildeft and moft improbable conjectures
may be advanced with as much certainty as the moft juft and
fublime - theories, founded on careful and reitcrated experiments.
We may return again to the old mode of philofophifing, and make
faéts' bend to fyftems, ‘inftead of eftablithing  fyftems upon faéls,
“The grand and confiftent theory of Newton, will be placed upon
the fame footing as the wild and cccentric hypothefes of Defcartes.

In fhort, if the laws of nature be thus ﬁcklc ‘and inconftant; if it Y

can
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can be affirmed; and be believed, that they will change, when | for
ages and ages they have’ dppeared immutable, the human mind will
no longer have any incitements to inquiry, but muft remain fixed in
inactive torpor,: or dmufc itfelf . only in bew1ldcrmg dreams, and
cxtravagant fancies. Gros v o SR SN

- The conftancy of tbc laws of naturc, and of effe&s and caufcs, 18
'thc ‘foundation of all human’knowledge ;  and, if without any pre-
vious obfervable {fymptoms or indications of a change, we ‘can : infer
that a change” will take place, we may as well ‘make any affertion
whatever, and think it as unrcafonable to be contradi&ed, in affirm-
mg that the moon .will come in’contact with the . earth to- ~morrow,
as in faying, that the fun will hife at its appomted time. o

“With regard to the duration of human life, there does not appear
to have exifted, from the -earlicft ages of the ‘world, to the prefent
moment, the fmalleft permanent fymptom; or indication, of increaf-
ing prolongation.. The obfervable’ effe&s of climate, habit, dict,
and other caufes, on length of lifc,” have furnithed the prctext for
aﬁcrtmg its indefinitc extenfion ; and the fandy foundation on which
the argument refts, is, that becaufe the limit of human life is unde-
fined ; becaufe you cannot mark its precife term, and fay fo far
cxactly fhall it go, and no -further; that therefore its extent may
increafe for cver, and be properly termed, indcfinite or unlimited.
But the fallacy .and abfurdity of this argument. will fufficiently
appear from a. flight examination of what M. Condorcet calls the
organic perfe&ibility, or degeneration, of the race of plants and ani-
mals, which, he 1ays, may be regarded as one of the gencral laws of

Tt

nature. : e
T am told, that it is a maxim dmong’ thc improvers of cattle, that

you may breed to ¢ any degree of nicety you pleafe ; and they found
this maxim upon another, which is, that fomc of the offspring will
poflefs the defirable qualities of the parents in a greater degree.- In
the famous Leicefterfhire breed of fheep, the object is to- procure
thcm with {mall heads and fmall legs. Proceeding upon thefe breed-

. - ‘ ing

legs were evanefcent quantities; but this is {o palpable an abfurdity,
that we may be quite furc that the premifes are not juft, and that

there really 1s'a limit, though wc cannot fee it, or fay exactly where.

it is. _In this cafe, the point of the greateft degree of improvement,

" or the fmalleft fize of the head and legs, may be faid to be undefined;

but this is very different from unlimited, or from indéfinite, in
M. Condorcet’s acceptation of the term. ~ Though I may not be able,
in the plcfcnt inftance, to mark the limit, at w lnch further improve-
ment will ftop, I can very cafily mention a point at which it will not
arrive. I fhould not fcruple to affert, .that were the brccdmg to
continue for ever, the heads and legs of thcfe fheep would never be
fo fmall as the head and legs of a rat. :

. It cannot be true, thmcforc, that among animals, fomc of the

oﬁSprmg will poflefs the defirable qualitics of the parents in'a frrcntcr
degree ; or that animals are indefinitely perfeétible.

The progrefs of a wild plant, to a bcautiful garden flower, is pc1‘~
haps more marked and’ {’_mkmg than-any thing that takes place
among animals ; yet even . here, it would be the height of abfurdity
to aflert, that the progrefs was unlimited or indefinite. - One of the
moft obvious features of the improvement is the increafe of fize. The
flower has grown gradually larger by cultivation. If the - progrefs

were rc"tlly unlimited, it might be increafed ad infinitum ; but this

is fo grofs an abfurdity, that we may be quité fure, that among
plants, as well as among animals, there is a limit to improvement,
though we do not exactly know where it is. It is probable that the
gardeners who contg:nd for flower prizes have often applicd fronger
drefling without fuccefs. . At the fame time, it would be highly pre-
fumptuous in any man to fay, that he had feen the fineft carnation
or anemone that could ever be made to grow. He. might however
affert without the fmalleft chance of being contradiéted by a - future
fa&, that no carnation or anemonc could cver by cultivation be
increafed to the fize of a large cabbage ; and yet there are affignable

3A quantitics
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-ing maxims, it ‘is evident, that we 'might go on till . the heads and
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quantitics greatér than a cabbage. No man can fay that he has:
feen the largeft ear of wheat, or the largeft oak that could ever

grow ; but he might cafily, and with perfe&@ certainty, name a point’

of magnitude, at which they would not arrive. In all thefe cafes,
therefore, a careful diftinéion thould be made, between an unlimited
progrefs, and a progrefs where the limit is merely undefined.

It will be faid, perhaps, that the reafon why plants and animals.
cannot increafe indefinitely in fize, is, that they would fall by their

own weight. I anfwer, how do-we know this but from experience?

from cxpcricnéc of the degree of ftrength with which thefe bodies.
arc formed. Iknow that a carnation, long before it reached the
fize of a cabbage, would not be fupported by its ftalk; but I only

know this from my experience of the weaknefs, and want of tenacity

in the materials of a carnation ftalk. There arc many fubftances.in
nature, of the fame fize, that would fupport as large a head as a
cabbage. : : : L

The reafons of the mortality of plants are at prefent perfecily
unknown to us. No man can fay why fuch a plant is annual, anc-
ther biennial, and another endures for ages. The whole affair in all
thefe cafes, in plants, animals, and in the human race, is an affair
of experience ; and I only conclude that man is mortal, becaufe the
invariable experience of all ages has proved the mortality of thofe
materials of which his vifible body is made..

«¢ What can we reafon but from what we know.””

Sound philofophy will not authorize me to alterthis opinion: of the

mortality of man on carth, till it" can be clearly proved, that the
human race has made, and is making, a decided progrefs towards an
illimitable extent of life. And the chief reafon why I adduced the

two particular inftances from animals and plants, was, to.expofe, and
illuftrate, if I could, the fallacy of that argument, which infers an

unlimited progrefs, mercly becaufe fome. partial improvement has -

taken
6
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-taken place, and that the limit of this improvement cannot be pre-

cifely afcertained.

The capacity of improvement in plants and animals, to a certain
degree, no perfon can poffibly doubt. A clear and decided progre(s
has already been made ; and yet, I think it appears, that it would be
highly abfurd to fay, that this progrefs has no limits, In human life,
though there are great variations from different caufes, it may be
doubted, whether, fince the world began, any organic improvement
whatever of the human frame can be clearly afcertained. The foun-
dations, therefore, on*which the arguments for the organic pcrfc&iq:
bility of man reft, are unufually weak, and can only be confidered as
mere conje@tures. It does not, however, by any means, feem impof-

Aible, that by an attention to breed, a certain degree of improvement,

fimilar to that among animals, might take place among men.
Whether intelleét could be communicated may be a matter of
doubt: but fize, ftrength, beauty, complexion, and perhaps even

longevity, arc in a degrec tranfmiffible. The crror does not feem to -

lie, in fuppofing a finall degree of improvement pofiible, but in not
difcriminating between a fmall improvement, the limit of which is
undefined, and an improvement rcally unlimited. As the human
race, however, could not be improved in this way, without con-
demning all the bad fpecimens to cclibacy, it is not probable, that an
attention to breed fhould ever become gencral; indeed, I know of
no well-directed attempts of the kind, except in the ancient family
of the Bickerftaffs, who are faid to have been very fuccefsful in
whitening the {kins, and increafing the height of their race by pru-
dent marriages, particularly by that very judicious crofs with Maud
the milk-maid, by which fome capital defecs in the conflitutions of
the family were corrected. s :

. It will not be neceflary, I think, in order more completely to fhew
the improbability of any approach in man towards immortality on
carth, to urge the very great additional weight that an increafc in

.the duration of life would give to the argument of population.

3Az _ M, Con-

L s i s L

it o SR PP 1 1 3




e 5 e e St
s s s

o e e 6,

U

—v—-~~—n—vﬁw‘m‘—f’l~‘v_ﬁ—‘--.—'M?q T e

e

364 "Of Syftems of Equality. Wallace. Condoreet. BOOK I,

-2 M. Condorcet’s book may.bc confidercd, not only as a fketch of
the "opinions of a celcbrated individual, but of many of the literary

men in France, at the bcgmmng of the revolution. As fuch, though,

merely a fketch, it feems worthy of attention. ‘ - '

‘Many, -1 doubt not, will think that thc attemptmg gravcly to
controvert fo abfurd a paradox, as the immortality of man on earth,
or indeed, even the perfe@ibility of man and fociety, is a wafte of
time and words; and that fuch unfounded 'con_je&ures ‘are beft
anfwered by negle@. I profefs, however, to be of a different opinion.
When paradoxes of this kind are advanced by ingenious and able
men, ncgle@ has no tendeney to convince them of their miftakes.
Priding themfelves on what they conceive to-be a mark of the reach
and fize of their own underftandings, of the extent and cofnprchcu-
fivenefs of their views; they will look upon this negle& merely as an
indication of poverty, and narrowncfs, in the mental exertions of
their contcmporancs and only think, that the World 1s not yct pre-
pared to reccive their fublime truths.

On the. contmry, a candid inveftigation of thefe fubjc&s, accom-
panied with a perh.& readinefs to adopt any theory, warranted by
found plnlofophy, may have a tendency to convince them, that, in
forming improbable and unfounded hypothefes, fo far from enlarging
the bounds. of . human fcience, they are contra&ing it; fo far from
promotinv the improvement of the human mind, they are obftru&-

ing it: thcy are throwing us back again almoft into the infancy of -

knowlcdgc -and weakening the -foundations of that mode of philo-
fophxﬁng, undcr the aufpices of which, fcience has of late made fuch
rapid advanccs. - The late rage for wide and unreftrained fpeculation,

‘feems' to have been a kind of mental intoxication, anifi ing, perhaps,

from the great and uncxpeéted difcoverics which had been made in
various branches of fcience. To men, elate and glddy with fuch
fuccefles, cvery thing appeared to- be within the grafp of human

- powers ; and, under this illufion, thcy confounded fuch&s where

1 © no
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no real progrefs could be proved, with thofe, where the progrefs had
been marked, certain, and acknowledged. Could they be perfuaded
to fober themfelves with a little fevere and chaftized thinking, they
would fee, that the caufe of truth, and of found pbilofophy, cannot
but fuffer, by fubftituting wild flights and unfupported affertions, for

patient inveftigation, and well authenticated proofs.
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CHAP- I
Of Syflemss of Equality.  Godwinn.

Ix reading Mr. Godwin’s ingenious work on political juftice, 1t is
impoffible not to be ftruck with the fpirit and cnergy of his ftyle,

- the force and precifion of fome of his reafonings, the ardent tone of
his thoughts, and particularly with that impreflive earneftnefs of
manner, which gives an air of truth to the whole. At the fame
time it muft be confefled, that he has not procccdcd in his inquiries
with the caution that found philofophy requires. His conclufions
are often unwarranted by his premifes. He fails fometimes in
removing objedtions which he himfelf brings forward. He relies too
much on gcncral and abftra& propofitions which will not admit of
application.  And his conjeQures certainly far outftrip the modefty
of nature. '

The {yftem of equality which Mr. Godwin propofes, is, on a firft
view, the moft beautiful and engaging of any that has yet appeared,
An amclioration of fociety to be produced merely by reafon and con-
viction, gives more promifc of permanence, than any change effeGted,
and maintained by force. The unlimited exercife of private judge-
ment, is a do@rine grand and captivating, and has a vaft fuperiority

over thofe fyftems, where every individual is in a manner the flave -

of the pubhck The fubftitution of benevolence, as the mafterfpring
and moving principle of focicty, inftead of fclf-love, appears, at firft
fight, to be a confummation devoutly to be withed. In thort, it is
impoflible to contemplate the whole of this fair picture without
umotlons of delight and admiration, accompanied with an ardent

longing

iy
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longing for the period of its accomplifhment. But alas! that moment
can never arrive. ' The whole is little better than a dream—a phan-
tom of the imagination. Thefe * gorgeous palaces” of happine(s
and immortality, thefe folemn temples” of truth and virtue, will
diffolve,  like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion,” when we awaken to
real life, and contemplate the genuine fituation of man on earth.

Mr. Godwin, at the conclufion of the third chapter of his eightlr
book, fpeaking of population, fays, ¢ There is a principle in human
s fociety, by which population is perpetually kept down to the level
¢ of the means of fubfiftence. Thus, among the wandering tribes
« of America and Afia, we never find, through the lapfe of ages, that
¢ population has fo increafed as to render neceffary the cultivation

« of the earth®” This prmc:lplc, which Mr. Godwin thus mentions -

as fome myﬁenous and occult caufe, and which he does not attempt
to inveftigate, has appeared t to be the grinding laW of neceflity—
mifery, and the fear of mifery.

The great error under which Mr. Godwin labours, throughout his-
wholc work, is, the attributing of almoft all the vices and mlfcry that
prevail in civil focicty to human inflitutions. Political regulations,
and the cftablifhed adminiftration of property, are, with him, the
fruitful fources of all evil, the hotbeds of all the crimes that degrade

mankind. Were this really a true fiate of the cafe, it would not

{fecem an abfolutely hopelefs tafk, to remove evil completely.from the
world ; and rcafon feems to be the proper and adequate inftrument, .
for cffe@ing fo great a purpofe. But the truth is, that, though

human inflitutions appear to be the obvious and obtrufive caufes of

much mifchief to mankind, they are, in reality, light and fupcrﬁcml
in comparifon with thofe decper-feated caufes of evil which refult.
from the laws of nature.

In a chapter on the benefits attendant upon a fy{’ccm of cquality,

 Mr. Godwin fays, “ The fpmt of oppreffion, the fpmt of fervility,

3 p. 460. 8vo, ad edit.
Pt “ and
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“ and the fpirit of fraud, thefe are the immediate growth of the
¢ eftablifhed adminiftration of property. . They, arc_alike ho{hlc to
¢ intellectual improvement. The other vices of envy, mah(‘e, and

4, ¢ revenge, are their infuperable companions.. In a flatc of focicty

4

-~

where men lived in the midft of plenty, :md whcre all fhared

¢ alike the hountics of nature, thefe fcntlments Would 1ncwt'1bly )

« cxpire.  The narrow principle of fclﬁfhncfs would vanith. . No

““ man being obliged to guard his little ftore, or provide with anuct) '
-~ ¢ and pam for his reftlefs W'mts, cach would lofe hxs individual

",‘ exiftence in the thought of the gcncml good "No m'm would be
¢ an encmy to his neighbours, for they would have no fubje of
¢ contention; and of Confcquencc philanthropy would refume the
¢ cmpire which reafon affigns her. Mind weuld be delivered from
“ her pcrpctu’tl anx1cty about corporal fupport, and free to expa-
¢ tiatc in the field of thought which is congcmal to her Each
« would affift the inquiries of all».” o
This would . indeed be a. h’lppy ftate. But that it is mercly an
imaginary pl&ure, w1th fc'lrcely a feature ncar the truth, thc rcadcr,

‘T am afraid, is already too well convmced

~ Man cannot live in ‘the midft of plcnty All cannot ﬂmre ahkc
the bountics of nature. Were there no eftablithed adminiftration of
property, every man would be obliged to guard with force his little
ftore. Selfithnefs would be triumphant. The fubje&s of contention
would be perpetual. . Every individual would be under a conftant
anxiety about corpor'll fupport, and not a ﬁlwlc mtclleél: Would bc
left frec to expatiate in the field of thought. '

How lltth Mr. Godwin has turned his attention to the rcal ftate
of human focicty, will fufficiently appcar from the manner in which
he endeavours to remove the difficulty of an ovcrchargcd populdtlon
He fays, ‘ The obvious anfwer to this oché’uon 1s, that to reafon
s¢ thus, is to forcfee dlfﬁcultlcs at a grcat diftance. Thrcc fourths of

» Political Jultice, b. viii, ¢ il p. 458. :
“ the
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“. the habitable globe is now uncultivated. - The parts already culti-
“ vated are capablc of immeafurable improvement. Myrlagla of cen-;
“ turies of ;ftill increafing population -may -pafs away, and the carth

~

-

" fbe ttill found fufficient for the fubfiftence of its inhabitants * AT

.. T have alrcady pomted out the crror of “fuppofing that. no dlftrcﬁ
or difficulty would arifc from a redundant population, before the
earth abfolutely refufed to produce any more. -But let us imagine, .
for a moment, Mr. Godwin's fyftem of cquality: reahzed in its utmoft,
extent, and fee how foon this (difficulty might be expected to prefs,
under {o perfe@t aform of focicty. A theory that will not admit of
application cannot poflibly be juft. :

. Let us fuppofe all the caufes of vice and mlfery n tlns 1ﬂand,
rcmoved “War and contention ceafe. . Unwholefome trades .and
manufwé’torncs do not exift. Crowds no Iongcr collect together in
great and peftilent cities, for purpofes of court intrigue, of commerce,

and vicious gratxﬁcatxon _Simple, healthy, and rational amufements,.
take place of drinking gamin and debauchery. There are no towns
Aufficiently large, to havc any prejudicial effe@s on the human con-

ftitution. The greater part of the happy inhabitants of this terreftrial
paradife live in hamlets and farm houfes, feattered over the face of
the country. 'All men are equal. The labours of luxury are at an
end; and the neceffary labours of agriculture are thared amxcably
among all.  The number of perfons and the produce of the ifland
we fuppofe to be the fame as at prefent. The fpirit of benevolence
guided by impartial juftice, will divide this produce among all ‘the
members of fociety according to their wants. . Though it would be
impoffible that they fhould all have animal food every day, yet vege-
table food, with meat occaﬁonally would fatisfy the defires of a

frugal people, and would be fufficient to preferve them in health, .

ftrength, and fpirits, - :
. Mr. Godwin confiders mamagc as a fraud and a monopoly" Lct

- b Id. b, viil. c. viil. p. 498, et feq.
3B v us

3 Polit. Juftice, b, viil. c.ix, p.510,
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us fuppofe the commerce of the fexes eftablifhed upon brihtiplcs of

the moft perfed freedom. Mr. Godwin does not think himfelf, that
this frcedom would lead to a promifcuous intercourfe; and in this,
I perfeély agree with him. The love of variety is a vicious, corrupt,
and unnatural tafte, and could not prevail, in any great degree, in a
fimple and virtuous ftate of focicty. Each man would probably fele&
for himfelf a partner, to whom he would adhere, as long as that
adherence continued to be the choice of both parties. It would be
of little confequence, according to Mr. Godwin, how many children
.a woman had, or to whom they belonged. Provifions and affiftance
would fpontaneoufly flow from the quarter in ‘which they abounded,
to the quarter in which they were deficient®. And every man,
according to his capacity, ‘would be ready to furnith inftru&ion to
the rifing gencration. S Ce ;
~ Icannot conceive a form of fociety fo favourable, upon the whole,’
to population. The irremediablenefs of marriage, as it is at prefent
conflituted, undoubtedly deters many from entering into this ftate.
An unfhackled intercourfe, on the contrary, would be a moft power-
ful incitement to early ‘att.achments: and as we arc fuppofing no
anxiety about the future fupport of children to exift, 1 do not con-

ccive that there would be one woman in a hundred, of twenty-three

years of age, without a famly.

With thefc ecxtraordinary encouragements to population, and
every caufe of dbcpopulation, as we have fu"ppof(_:d, removcd, the
numpers would neceflarily increafe fatter than in any fociety that
has cver yet been known. I have before mentioned, that the ‘i'nha-’
bitants of the back fettlements of America appear to double their
numbers in fifteen years. England is certainly a more healthy country
than the back fettlements of America; and as we have ﬁippofcd
cvery houfe in the ifland to be airy and wholefome, and t'hc encou-

ragements to have a family, greater even than in America, no pro-

‘s Political Juftice, b, viii, c. viii. p. 504

bable
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bable reafon can be affigned, why the population fhould not. double
itfelf, in lefs, if poffible, than fifteen years. But to be quite fure that
we do not go beyond the truth, we will only fuppofe the period of
doubling to be twenty-five years; a ratio of increafe which is well
known to have taken place throughout all the northern ftates of
America. ' o g
- There can be little doubt, that the equalization of property which
we have fuppofed, added to the circumftance of the labour of the whole
community being dire¢ted <hicfly to agriculture, would tend greatly
to augment the produce of the country. But to anf{wer the demands
of a population increafing fo rapidly, Mr. Godwin’s calculation of half
an hour a day would certainly not be fufficient. It is probable, that

the half of every man’s time muft be employed for this purpofe. Yet

with fuch, or much greater exertions, a perfon who is acquainted
with the nature of the foil in this country, and who refleés on the
fertility of the lands already in cultivation, and the barrennefs of
thofe that are not cultivated, . will be very much difpofed to doubt,
whether the whole average produce could poffibly be doubled in
twenty-five years from the prefent period. The only chance of

fuccefs would be from the ploughing up moft of the grazing coun-

tries, and putting an end- almoft entirely to animal food. Yet this
fcheme would probably defeat itfelf. The foil of England will not
produce much without dreffing ; and cattle feem to be neceflary to
make that {pecies of manure which beft fuits the land. '

_ Difficult, however, as it might be, to double the average produce

"of the ifland in twenty-five years, let us fuppofe it effeted. At the

cxéiration of the firft period, therefore, the food,: thqﬁgh almoft
entirely wegetable, would: be fufficient to fupport in‘ health the
doubled population of 22 millions. = R

- During the next period, where will the food be found t'o‘fatisfy

the importunate demands of the increafing numbers? Where'is the
frefh land to turn up ? Where is the dreffing neceffary to improve
that which is already in cultivation? There is no perfon with the

3Bz - imalleft
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- benevolence, cherithed and invigorated by’plcnty,

~“reappear. The ‘might‘y law of felf-preferva

~family. . The children are fickly from in
Mlufh of health gives place to th l

-mifery.  Bencvolence, yet ling,
faint expiring firuggles, till at length felf-love refu

-Mr.'Godwin afcribes the original fin of the

i)
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fmalleft knowledge of land, : but would fay, | that it w

. S . as impoﬁiblc'
that the average produce of the country could be increafed during

the fecond twenty-five years, by a quantity equal to what it at préfent
yiclds. Yet we will fuppofe this increafe, however improbable; . to
take placc..The exuberant ftrength of the argument allows of almoft
any conceflion. Even with this conceflion, however, there would Bc

cleven millions at the expiration of the fecond term unprovided - for.
A quantity cqual to the frugal fupport of 33 millions would be  to
be divided among 44 millions, -~ . . o
’ Alas! what becomes of the pitture, ‘,w}rleré mcﬁ 'li;;cc.l in. tilé
midft of plenty, where no man was obl,igcd to provi&e with aﬁiiét};
and pain for his reftlefs wants ; . where the narrow pfilxéiplc of felfith-
nefs' did‘ not exift; where the mind was delivered from hé.r'pcyrpetl‘lal
anxiety about corporeal fupport, and free to cxpatiaté in the field of
thought which is congenial to her, .Thi_s~Béautifullfé.lal:ilék of the
imagination vanifhes at the fevere touch of ; truﬂi, The fpmtof
‘ is repr
chilling breath of want.  The hateful paffions that i:g eja'r)gﬂ:];;
: / tion expels all thc‘ foftéf,
and more exalted emotions of ‘the foul. The temptations to evil
are to.o ftrong for human nature to refift, The corn is p]uckAed before
1t is r1p_e,' or fecreted in unfair proportions; and the whole black
vtra{n. of vices that belong to falfehood ‘are immédiatcly genefatcd
Provifions no longer flow in for the fupport of a mother with a bla'r‘g'c;
: .fuﬂi_cicpzt'tbg')d. The rofy
e pallid check, and _holléﬁ eyc aof
ering in a few _bofomg,:.mékcs fome
. ] Rt A mes his wonted
empire, and lords it triumphant over:the world, - - © ... o
No human inftitutions here exifted, to the pc;r‘xrér'fenef's of whlch
worft men®,  No op-
* Polit, Juftice, b. viii, c.iii, p. 340. |

pofition

T el S

" oives; when he fays, . ¢ Myr ' Il increaf
;‘g‘l population niay paifs away, .and the earth be ftill foun_d' fuﬁ‘ic;cnt
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pofition had . been produced by them between publick and priv?.tc
good. No monopoly had been created of thofc advantages which,
reafon dire@s to be left in common. No man had been gf)aded,to
the breach of order by unjuft laws. Benevolence .had eftablithed her
reign in all hearts. And yet in fo fhort a period as fifty years,
violence, oppreffion, falfehood, mifery, every hateful vice, and every

* form of diftrefs, ‘which degrade and fadden the prefent ftate of
fociety, feem to have been generated by the moft imperious cir-
cumiflances, By laws inherent in the nature of man, and abfolutely .

indc'pcndcbnt of all human rcgulations. ) o SRR

If we be not yet too well conVInCQd of the. reality of this rr.lelan-
choly picture, let us but look for a momen.t fnto the next pcrlofi of
twenty-five years, and we fhall fee 44 millions of human beings
without ‘the means of fupport: and at the conclufion of - the firft
century, : the population would be 176 millions, and the food only

fufficient for g5 millions,’ leaving 121 millions unprovided for. . In

thefe ages, want, indeed, would be triumphant, and. rapine and

murder muft reign at large : and yet all this time we are ﬁ{ppoﬁng
the produce of the earth abfolutely unlimited, and the yearly increafe
g}’cater than the boldeft fpeculator can imagine. o -
This is undoubtedly a very different view of” thc._ difficulty anﬁr_}g
from. the principle of population, from that which ;1\/Ir: Godwin
' iads of centuries of ftill increafing

« for the fubfiftence of its inhabitantys."i

1 am fufficiently aware, that ‘the red@ndant milliqng, \_vhicl} I
have mentioned, could never have exifted. - It is a perfe@ly juft

- obfervation of Mr. Godwin, that, “there is a principle in human

¢ focicty by. which population is perpetually kept ;doyx.rn to thf:'
“« level of the means of fubfiftence.” The fole que{_’c_lop is, .wha_t' is
_this principle? Is it fome obfcure and occult caufe? - Is it fome

* myfterious interference of heaven, which at a certain period ftrikes the

men with impotence, and the women with barrenncfs ? Or Als‘lt'{::a'
Ny ’ ' : .- cauls,.
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caufe, open to our refearches, within our view; a caufe, whichi

has ;conﬁantly been obferved to operate, though with varied force, in
every ﬁa;c ir} wh_ich man has been placed. Is it not mifery, and the
fear of mifcry, thq neceffary and inevitable rgfultg?of the laws of
nature, which human inftitutions, fo far from aégravating, have
tended confiderably to mitigate, though they can never remove,

It may be qurious to obferve, in the cafe that wc> have been
fuppofing, how fome of the principal laws which at prefent govern
civilized fociety, would be fucceffively diGated by the moft impe-
rious neceflity. As man, according to Mr. Godwin, is the creature
.of the impreffions to which he is fubje, the goadings of want could
not continue long, before fome violations of publick or private ftock
would neceffarily take place. As thefe violations increafed in number
and extent, the more active and comprchenfive intelle@s of the
Tociety would foon perceive, that, while population was faft inéreaﬁng,
the yearly produce of the country would thortly begin( to diminith.

The urgency of the cafe would fuggeft the neceflity of fome imme-~ -
‘diate meafures being taken for the general fafety. Some kind of

convention would then be called, and the dangerous fituation of the
country ftated in the ftrongeft terms. It would be obferved, that
‘while they lived in the midft of plenty, it was of little confequence
who laboured the leaft, or who poﬁ'eﬂéd the leaft, as every man

‘was pérfc&ly_willing and rcady‘ to fupply the wants of his neighbour,
" But, that the queftion was no longer, whether one man fhould give to

another, that which he did not ufe himfelf ; but whether he thould give
:to'his neighbour the food which was abfolutely neceflary to his own
exiftence. It would be reprefented, that the number of thofe which

were in want, very greatly  exceeded the number and means of .

thofe who fhould fupply them ;" that  thefe prefling wants, - which,

- from the ftate: of the produce: of the "country, could not all be

gratified; had- occafioned fome flagrant violations of juftice; that

th}iefcyi.olé'tibns, had already checked the increafe of food, and:would,
if they were not by fome means-or other prevented; throw the whole

community into confufion; that imperious neceflity feemed to
: difate,

CHAP. 1L Of Syflems of Equality.  Godwin. -‘ 37§
di@ate, - that a ycarly -increafe of produce fhould, if pof’ﬁble,"be

obtained at all events; that, in order to cfle@ this firft great and

~ indifpenfable purpofe, it would be advifeable to make a more com-

plete divifion ofland, and to fecurc every man’s property againft
violation, by the moft powerful fanctions. : '
Tt might be urged, perhaps, by fome objectors, that, as the fertility
of the land increafed, and various accidents occurred, the thares of
forne meén might be much more than fufficient for their fupport;

and that, when the reign of felf-love was once eftablifhed, they
would not diftribute their furplus produce without fome compen-

fation in return. It would be obferved, in anfwer, that this was
an inconvenience greatly to be lamented ; but that it was an evil,
which would bear no comparifon to the black train of diftreffes
which would inevitably be occafioned by the infecurity of property ;
that the quantity of .food which. one man could confume, was
neceffarily limited by the narrow capacity of the human ftomach;
that it was not certainly probable that he fhould throw away the
reft; and if he exchanged his furplus produce for the labour of others,

" this would be better than that thefe others thould abfolutely ftarve.

It feems highly probable, thercfore, that an adminiftration of pro-
perty, not very different from that which prevails in civilized ftates

at prefent, would be eftablifhed, as the beft, though inadequat.:c,_

remedy, for the evils which were prefling on the fociety. - =
- The'next fubjec which would come under difcuffion, intimately
conneé&ed with the preceding, is, the commerce of the fexes. It

would be urged by thofe who had turned their attention to the true

caufe of the difficulties under which the community laboured, that

* while every man felt fecure that all ‘his children would be well

provided for by general benevolence, the powers of the earth would
be abfolutely inadequate to producc food for the population, which
would inevitably enfue; that, even if the whole attention and
labour of the fociety were directed to this fole point, and if, by the
moft perfe@ fecurity of property, and every other encouragement

7 that -
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that - could béith}c'ﬁigh't of, 'the 'g}ca'té{.tlpoﬁiblé’increa@'«of prodch
obtained ; yet ‘ftill, the increafe of food worurl_du-b).rf_no‘.
with the much more rapid increafe of pqpulgtlon’?
to ‘population, therefore, was i@peribtrjﬂy ;callc'k.i f?ri;
ral and obvious check fecmed to be, to” mgkc
for his own childréen; that this would operate in
d a guide in" the increafe of population,

means keep pace
that fome check
that the moft natu
every man’ provide
fome refpect as a meafurc an

as it migh't be expeéted that no man would bring beings into the

world,’ for whom he could not find the means ,of fupportt;-‘t'h'at,
where this, notwithftanding, was the cafe, it feemed neccﬁary,',.for
the example of others, that the difgrace and inconvenience attending

a condu@, fhould fall upon that individual, who had thus incon-
children into want and -
mifery. . e
The inftitution of marriage, or at leaft of fome exprefs or blmphed
obligation on every man to fupport his own chlldren,.'fccms to be
the natural refult of thefe reafonings; in a community ~under the
difficulties that we have fuppofed. EEE )

The view ‘of thefe difficulties, prefents us-with a Vf:ry na.tura\l‘ )
reafon why the difgrace which attends a breach»of chatftity, ﬂlould
reate It could not be expeéted that
women fhould have refources fufficient to fupport their own children.
When, therefore, a woman-had lived with a man, who had c'ntcred
into no compaét to maintain her children; and aware of the incon-
veniences that he might bring upon himfelf, had ‘deferted her,
thefe children muft neceffarily fall upon the fociety for fuppqrt,» or
ftarve. - And to prevent the frequent recurrence of fuch an incon-,
vcniéllce; as it would be highly unjuft to punith fo natural a fatﬂt
by perfonal reftraint or inflidion, the men might agree to pumf.h
it with difgrace. The offence is, befides,  more obvious and confpi-:,
cuous in the woman, and lefs liable to any miftake.’ 'Tb_e father of
a child may not always be known; but the fame uncertainty ‘cannot

eafily exift with regard to the mother. Where the cyidence pf :the
et ’ R - offence

fuch that i
fiderately plunged himfelf and his innocent

Sy v s
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‘offence was moft complete, and the inconvenience to the fociety, at

CHAP.II,

the fame’ time; - the greateft ;. there, it was agrced, that the largeft

thare of blame ; a{hould'fall. - The obligation on every man to fupport
his children, ‘the’ focicty -would enforce by pofitive laws; and the
greater degree of inconvenience or labour to which a’ family would
ngccﬂhrily fubject him, - added to fome portion of “difgrace, which
every human being muft incur, who leads another inta unhappinefs,
‘might be confidered as a fufficient punithment for the man.

. That a woman thould, at prefent, be almoft driven from fociety,
for an offence which men commit nearly with: impimity, feems to
be, undoubtedly, a breach of natural juftice. But' the origin of the
cgﬁorn, as the moft obvious and @ﬁg&ﬁal method of preventing the
frequent recurrence of a ferious inconverience to a community, i
appears to be natural, though not perhaps, perfectly juftifiable. ~This

~ origin, -however, is now loft in the new train ,of ‘ideas, that the

cuftom has fince gencrated. - What at firft might be dictated by ftate
neceflity, is now fupported by female " delicacy; and operates with
the greateft force on that part of the fociety, where, if the original
intention . of the * cuftfom ‘were preferved, there is the leaft real
occafion for it. . oL . S A

- When thefe two fundamental laws of fociety, the Aecurity of
property, and the inftitution of marriagé,‘ werc once cﬁab]iﬂlcd,
inequality of conditions muft neceffarily follow. Thofe who were
born, after the divifion of property, would come into a world alrcaciy’
poffeﬂ'csl. If their parents, from having too large a family, were imablc
to give them fufficient for their fupport, what could they do ina

- world where cvery thing was appropriated. “We have feen the fafal '

effeés that would refult to fociety, if cvery man had a valid claim
to an equal thare of the produce of the carth. The members of a

family which was grown too large for the original divifion of land

appropriated to it, could not then demand a part of the furplus
produce of others as a debt of juftice, It has appéared, that, from
the incvitable laws of human nature, {cimc'h'umah beings will be

3C : - éprf_cd-
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expofed té want. .‘ Thefe are the unhappy perfons who in the great
lottery of life b a blank. - The numb cfe perlo

: : lity of the furplus produce to fupply.
would foon exceed the ability o ’eizg . odice to ppy.
The owners of furplus produce would, in general, 1fcek~“fomc;m9r§‘
obvious mark of diftinétion; and it feems: to- be l.aoth n.atural an
suft, that, except “upon. particular occafions, their choice sfhould
fall upon thofe, 2
ti cl:ch(')t their ,ﬁrength in- procuring a further_furplus produce,
which would at once benefit ‘the community, and enable the
ropﬁctbrs to afford affiftance to greater r_mmbers. All who were
?n want of food, would be urged by imperious neceflity to oﬁ'?r their
labour in exchange for thisarticle, fo abfolutely n;ceﬁ'ary tq’cglﬁcncc.'
The fund appropriated to the maintenance of labour, would be the

aggregate quantity of “food : poflefled by the owners of land beyond

their own confumption. ¢ When the demands upon’ this fund were' .

great and numerous, it would naturally be divided into very {;_rnall
fhares. Labour would be ill paid. - Mcn"»:vould offer to work (;)r;) a
bare fubfiftence ; and the rearing of families wquld be ?heckg y
ficknefs and mifery. Qn the contrary, - when this “fund was

increafing faft; when it was great in proportion to the number

of claimants, it would be divided in much larger thares; No man-

would exchange his labour without receiving an ‘ample quantity
of food in return. Labourers would live in eafe and comfort, and

N

would confequently be able to rear a’ numecrous and vigorous

offspring. - :

" On the ftate of this f%uﬁd, the happinefs, or:'.thc degree of mifcry,.
prévailing among the lower claffes of people, i every known ftate,

- at prefent chicﬂy,.d.epcnds; and on this h'appix}efs,* or degr?‘? {?f .
mifery, depends principally the increafe, ﬁat;013arnr}efs', or .d.cclzrea”e,- (

- of population.

. And thus, it a;ppcars, that a fociety conftituted according to the

ave drawn a blank. . The number of- thefe perfons .

who were able, and profefled themfelves willing, -

CHAP. II. . Of Syftems of Equality. Godwin. | 379 |

for its moving principle, inftead of felf-love, and with every evil
difpofition in all its members corrected by reafon, not force, would,
from the incxitablc laws of nature, and not from any original
depravity of man, or of human inftitutions, degenerate, in a very
thort period, into a focicty, conftruéted upon a plan, not eflentially
different from that which prevails in every known ftate at prefent;
a {ociety, divided into a clafs of . proprictors,and a clafs of labourers,
and with felf-love for the mainfpring of the great machine. '
In the fuppofition which I have made, I have undoubtedly taken

‘the increafe of population fmaller, and the,increafe ‘of produce
:greater, than they really. would ;be. No :reafon can be :affigned
:why, junder the circumftances . fuppofed, , population ;fhould | not

increafe fafter than in any known inftance. If, then, we were to

. - take the period of doubling at fifteen years, inftead . of- twenty-five
: years, and refle& upon the labour neceifafy _fo doubl¢ the produce in
.fo fhort a time, even if we allow it poffible ; we may venture , to
: pronounce with certainty, that, if Mr, Godwin’s fyftem of Hociety
~were _eftablithed in its utmoft perfe@ion, inftead of myriads of
-of centuries, not thirty years could elapfe, before its utter deftruction
-from the fimple principle of population. - '

I have taken no notice of emigration in. this place, for obvious

.reafons. If fuch focieties were inftituted in other parts ,of_Eiuropc,
~thefe countries would be under the fame difficulties, with regard to
-population, and could admit no freth ‘members into their bofoms.

If this beautiful focicty were confined to this ifland, it muft have

- degenerated ftrangely from its original purity, and adminifter but a

YCry"fmall portion of the happinefs it propofed,. before .any of its

~members would voluntarily confent to leave it, and live under fuch
.governments as at prefent exift in Europe, or fubmit to the extreme

bhardthips of firft {ettlers in new regions.
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, Olg/érvatz'ons on the Reply of Mr. Godwin, +

Mz, Godwin, in a late publication, has replied to thofe parts of
the Effay on the Principle of Population, which he thinks bear the
“hardeft on his fyftem. A few remarks on- this reply will. be:
‘fufficient. - ’ o e :
~'In a note to an early part of his pamphlet, he obferves, -that the

“main’ attack of the effay, is not direted againt the principles of his
“work, but its conclufion® It may be true, indeed, that, as M.

Godwin had dedicated one particular chapter towards the conclufion:
of his work," to the confideration of the objeé’cipﬁs to his {yftem,

. from the principle- of poptlatioh, this particular “chapter is moft

frequently alluded to: but certainly, if the great principle of the

- effay be admitted, it affecs his whole work, and eflentially alters the:

fqundaﬁons' of political juttice. A great part of Mr. G_odwi-n’s book.
confifts of an abufe of human inftitutions, as produdive of all; or
moft of, the evils which affli&t foctety. The acknowledgment of a.

‘new and totally unconfidered caufe of mifery, would evidently alter:
' the ftate of thefc arguments, and make it abfolutely neceflary that

they fhould be cither newly modified, or entircly réj;&cd; v
In the firft book of Political Juftice, “chap. i1i. entitled, ¢ The
« Spirit of Political Infltitutions,” Mr. Godwin obfcrves, that « Two

« of the greateft angcs relative to the interior policy of nations.

» Reply to the attacks of Dr, Parr, Mr. Mackintofh, the author of an Effay on Po- .

pulation, and others, p. 10,

¢ ywhich
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 which at this time prci;ail in' the world, confift in the irrcgula:
¢ transfer of property, either firft, by violence, or fecondly, by fraud.”
-And he goes on to {.y, that if there exifted no defire in individuals

~ to poflefs themfelves of the fubftance  of others, and if every man
- could, with perfe& facility, obtain the neceflaries of life, civil fociety

fnight become what poetry has feigned of the golden age. Lect us
inquire, he fays, into the principles to which thefe evils-are indcbted
for exiftence.  After acknowledging the truth. of the principal
argument in the eflay on population, I do not think that he could
ftop in this inquiry at mere human inftitutions. Many other parts

of his work would be affected by this confideration in a fimilar

manner. . :
AsMr.Godwin feems difpofed to underftand, and candidly to-admit
the truth of, the principal ar-guinent in the éﬂ’ay, I fecl the more
" mortified, that he thould think it a fair inference from my poﬁtioné,
that the political fuperintendents of a community are bound to
exercife a paternal vigilance and care over the two great means of
.advantage and fafety to mankind, mifery and vice; and that no evil

is more to be dreaded than that we fhould have too little of them in. .

-the world, to confine the principle of population within its proper
fpherc® 1 am at a lofs to conccive. what clafs of evils Mr. Godwin.
imagincs. is yet bchind, which thefe falutary checks are to prevent..
For my own part, I know of no {tronger or more general terms:
than vice and mifery; and the fole queftion is, refpecting a- greater:
cor lefs degree® of them. The only rcafon why I objeét to Mr

Godwin’s fyftem, is, my full convi&ion that an- attempt to exccute .

it, wou.ld very greatly increafe the cjuantiﬁy of vice and mifery in
“fociety. If Mr. Godwin will undo this conviéion, and. prove to mé,,

thbugh. it be only in thcory,‘ provided t_hat theory be confiftent, "and'

'foundpd on a knowledge of human nature, that his fyftem will

* Reply, &e. p. 6o.. ) . ’
really
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really tend to drive vice and mifery:from the ecarth, he .'ma}f‘-dépﬁnd
upon having me one of its fteadieft and warmett ’ad.voc’atcs.' R
Mr. Godwin obferves, :that he :thould naturally :be .difpofed . to

" pronounce that man ftrangely indifferent to {chemes of extraordinary

i in foci ‘made it lufive argument againft
improvement in fociety, who made it a conclufive argu g

them, that, when they were realized, they might peradventure be of

no permanence and duration. And yct,.what ‘s rriO{ality,,lfld}v1du§1.
or political, according to Mr. Godwin’s own definition of it, but a

calculation of cohfequences? Is the - phyfician -the.patron of jpain, :
* who advifes his patient‘ to 7bi:ar a prefent evil, rather than bcte}kc
himfelf to a remedy, which, though it might give momentary relief, -

would afterwards greatly ﬂaggravate'vall fchc fymPtoms? o Is t}:]c
roralift to be called .an enemy to pleafqre, becaui:c ht? recommen ;
to a young man juft entering into life, not to 1_'u1qh_15 ht.:alth 1nt
‘patrimony in a few years, by an excefs of prefent gratlﬁcauqns, ut
‘to economize his enjoyments, that he may fpl:ead ‘them qvcfr :::
longer period? Of Mr. Godwin’s fy{’cem,‘ a.ccordmg to tlI:e pre Fn
afguments by which it is fupported, it is-not enough to fay,
- peradventure it will be of no permanence; but we cax; pr;‘)ncl)un.ce
with certainty that it will be of no permanence : ,ar}d un crb uch cn:
- cumftances an attempt to exccute it would unqucﬁlonablx ¢ a grea
~political immorality. i - -
Pogdhiaé};?::in obfirves, that after recovering f_'rom the firﬁ: 1mpr:tﬁ'1.<]){n
made by the Effay on Population, the firft thing that. 15 'cg)t tr? ri lc
-every reflecting mind, is, that the excefs of power in the pr.mmp e
“of population over the principle of fubfiftence, has ne\('ler, ;nt ;n%
- paft inftance, in any quarter, or age, of the wor}d, produce . oh
-great and aftonithing effedts, that total breaking-up of -all the

- ftru@ures and maxims of fociety, which the eflay lead us to expect

. N . . . d
from it in certain cafes in future®  This is _undqubted y true; ea;:) !
the reafon is, that, in no paft inftance, nor in any quarter, or age,

2 Reply, p. 70.
RCPX’.P7 the

in wearing it down to a produce abfolutely ftationary.’

-

CHAP. 1T . Obfervations on the Reply of Mr. Godwin. 383
the world, - has- an attempt been made to eftablifh fuch a fyftém as
Mr. Godwin’s, and without an attempt of this nature, none of thefe
great effe@s will follow. The convulfions of the focial fyftem,
defcribed in the laft chapter, appeared by a kind of irrefiftible neceffity,
to terminate in the eftablithment of the laws of property and- mar-
riage; but in countrics, where thefe laws are already eﬁablifhed, as

‘they are in all the common conftitutions of fociety, with which we arc
acquainted, the operation of the principle of population will always
be filent and gradual, 'and not different to what we daily fec in our
own country. - Other. perfons, befides Mr. Godwin, have imagined,

that Ilooked to certain periods in future, when population would

excced the means of fubfiftence in. a much greater degree than at
préfent, and that the evils arifing from - the principle of population

were rather in contemplation, than in exiftence; but this is a total |
niifconcéptioh of the argument 2, Poverty, and not abfolute famine, ’

is' the fpecifick effe@ of the principle of population, as I have
before endeavoured to ﬂlew.. “Many countries are now {uffering all
the evils that can ever bé expeéted to flow from this principle, and

even, if we were arrived at the abfolute limit to all further increafe

of produce, ‘a point, “which we thall certainly never reach, I fhould
by no means expe@ that thefe evils would be in any marked manner.
aggravated, The increafe of produce in moft European countries is
fo very flow, compared with what would be required to fupport
an wunreftricted increafe of people, that the checks which are
conftantly in - adion to reprefs the population to- the level "of a

produce increafing fo flowly, would- have yery little more to do

But Mr. Godwin fays, that if he looks into the paft hiftory of the
world; he does not fee that increafing population has been controlled
and confined by vice and mifery alone. ~ In this obfervation I cannot .
agree with him. I will thank Mr.vG»odwin” to name to me any check,'

* In other parts of his Reply,-Mr, Godwin does not fall into this error, o
which
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which in paft ages has contributed to kcep down the population to
the level of the means of fubfiftence, that docs not fairly come under-
fome form of vice or mifery; except indeed the check of moral
reftraint, which I have mentioned in the courfe of this work; and
which, to fay the truth, whatever hopes we may entertain of its
prevalence in future, has undoubtedly. in paft ages operated with

“very inconfiderable force.

-1 do not think that I hould find it difficult to juftify myfelf in the

“’c'yes of my rcaders from the imputation of being the patron- of vice

and mifery; but I am not clear, that Mr. Godwin would find fuch
a juftification fo eafy. For though he has pofitively declared that
he does not ¢ regard them with complacency . and “ hopes that it
« mdy not be confidered as a tafte abfolutely fingular in him that he
« fhould entertdin no vehcément partialitiés for vice and  mifery 3;”
yet he has certainly expofed himfelf to the fufpicion of having this
fingular tafte, by fuggefting the organization of a very large portion
of them for the benefit of focicty in general.  On this fubje& I
nced only obferve, that I have always ranked the two checks® which
he firft mentions, among the worft forms of vice and mifery. '

* Reply, p.76." -~

T b M. GodWiﬁ does not acknowledge the juftice of Hume’s obfervation refpe&ing

infanticide ; and yet the extreme population and poverty in China, where this caftom
prevails, tends ftrongly to confirm the obfervation. It is ftill, however, true, as Mr,
Godwin obferves, that the exbedient is, in its own nature, adcqudte to the end for which
it was cited, (p. 66.) ; but, to make it fo in fac, it muft be done by the magiftrate, and
not left to the parents. The almoft invariable tendency of this cuftom to increafe
population, when it depends entircly on the parents, fhews the extreme pain which they
muft feel, i making fuch a facrifice, even when the diftrefs arifing from exceflive
poverty may be fuppofed to have deadencd in great meafure their fenfibility, - What
muft this pain be then, upon the fuppofition of the interference of a magiftrate or of
a pofitive law, to make parents deftroy a child, which they feel the defire, and think
they poffefs the power, of fupporting? ‘The permiffion of infanticide is bad enough,
and cannot but have a bad effe&t on the moral fenfibility of a mation; but, 1 cannot
conceive any thing much more deteftable, or fhocking to the feclings, than any direct
regulation of this kind, although fanétioned by the names of Plato and Ariftotle,

' 3 o In

CHAP.IL ' 'Oly«'erwiiom on the Reply of Mr. Godibin. 38 5

In one part of his Reply, Mr. Godwin makes a fuppofition refpe-

ing the number of children that might be allowed to each prolifick
marriage ; but as he has not ‘entered into the ‘d'etail of the mode

})y which a greater number might be prevented, I fhall not notice -
it further, than mcrely to obferve, that although he- }irbfcffcs

_td agknoWledgé the: gcd@ctrical -and arithmetical ratios of popu-
latlo'n and food, yet in tll;s place he appcars to think that, pra&icailfy
applied, thefe different ratios of increafe,  are not of a- nature to

~ make the evil refulting from them urgent, or alarmingly to confine

the natural progrefs ‘of population® This obfervation - feems to
contradi¢t his former, acknowledgment. [ AR
: The laft check Whiqh Mr. Godwin “mentions, and which, I am
perfuaded, is the only one which he would ferioufly recommend, is
¢ that fentiment, whether virtue, prudchcc,‘ or pfidé, - which cbn:‘

“ tinually rc{’crgihs the univerfality and frequent repetition of the
¢ marriage contradt - On this fentiment, which I have already .

noticed under the name of moral reftraint,” and of the more com-
prehenfive title, the preventive check, it will appear, that in the
fequel of this work I fhall lay confiderable ftrefs. Of this check
therefore itfelf, I entirely approve; but ‘1 do not think - that -Mr.
Godwin’s fyftem of political juftice is by any .means favourable to its
prcva.lcnce. The tendency to early marriages is fo ftrong .that we
want every poffible help that we can get to counterad it; and a
fyftem which in any way whatever tends to weaken the foundation

of private propeirty, and to leflen in any degree the full advantage

and fuperiority which each individual may derive from his prudence,
muft remove the only counterating weight to the paffion of love,

that can bc depended upon for any effential effet. ~Mr. Godwin

acknowledges that in his fyftem, "¢ the "ill confequences of a
¢ numerous family will not come fo coarfely home'to each man’s

“ . . . " - . . 9 N
, mdividual intercft as they do at prefents.” But I am forry to

) "'Reply, p. 72, b 1d. p.ya < Id, p.74s
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fay that, from what we know hitherto, of the human chara&er, -

we can have no rational hopes of - fuccefs, without this coarfe
application .to individual intereft, which Mr. Godwin rejelts.  If
the whole effe& were to dcpcnd merely on a fenfe of duty, con-
ﬁdcrmg the powerful antagonift that is to be contended with,
in the prcfent cafe, 1 confefs that I fhould abfolutely defpair. At

the fame time, I am ftrongly of opinion that a fenfe of duty, -

fupcradded to a fenfe of intereft, would by no means be without
its effe®t. There are ~many noble and difinterefted {pirits, who,
though aware of the inconveniences which they may bring upon
them{elves by the indulgence of an early and virtuous paffion, feel a
kind of repugnance to liften to the di&ates of mere worldly prudence,
and a pride in rejecting thefe low confiderations. There is a kind
of romantick gallantry in facrificing all for love, naturally fafcinating
to a young mind; and, to fay the truth, if all is to be facrificed, I do
mot know, in what better caufe it can be done. But if a ftrong
fenfe of duty could, in thefe inftances, be added to prudential
fuggeftions, the whole queftion might wear a different colour. In
delaying the gratification of paffion, from a fenfe of duty, the moft
difinterefted fpirit, the moft delicate honour, might be fatisfied. The
romantick pride might take a different dire@ion, and the diQates of
worldly prudence might be followed with the cheerful confcxoufncfs
of making a virtuous facrifice. ‘
If we were to remove or weaken the motive of intereft, which
would be the cafe in Mr. Godwin’sfyftem, I fear we thould have

but a weak fubflitute in a fenfe of duty. But if to the prefent

beneficial effe@s, known to refult from a fenfc of intereft, we could

_ fuperadd a fenfe of duty, which is the objec of the latter part of
this work, it does not feem abfolutely hopelefs that fome partial
- improvement in fociety thould refult from it, -

CHAP,
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CHAP IV.

Of Emigration. -

A Ltovcu the refource of emigration feems to be excluded from .
- fuch ‘a fociety as Mr. Godwin has imagined; yct in that partial

degree of improvement which alone can rationally be expected, it
may fairly enter into our confideration. And as it is not probable,
that human induftry fhould begin to. receive its beft dircéion,
throughout all the nations of the earth at the fame time, it may be
faid, that in the cafe of a redundant population in the more culti-
vated parts of the world, the natural and obvious remedy that pre-
fents itfelf, is, emigration to thofe parts that are uncultivated. As
thefc parts are of great extent, and very thinly peopled, this refource
might appear, on a firft view of the fubje®, an adequate rcmedy, ‘or
at leaft of a nature to remove the evil to a diftant period : but, when
we advert to experience, and to thc actual ftate of the uncivilized
parts of the globe, inftead of any thing like an adequate remedy, it
will appear but a very weak palliative.’

" In the accounts which we have of the peopling of new countries,
the dangers, difficulties, and hardﬂnps, that the firft fettlers have had
to ftruggle with, appear to be even greater, than we can well ima-
gine that they could be expofed to, in their parent ftate. The endea~
vour to avoid that degree of unhappinefs arifing from the difficulty
of fupporting a family, might long have left the new world of Ame-
rica unpeopled by Europeans, if thofc morc powerful paffions, the
thlrft of gain, the fpirit of adventure, and rcligious enthufiafm, had

3D 2 ' ‘not
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Sif f(iini';::&cd and animated the ecnterprize. Thefe paffi "
inftanr afi\’cnturers to triumph over every obﬁ:acli ; llao'nts' cnabled
end o;e;:.l 2 :Yay to Hvz;kc humanity thudder, and ;:o écfclit 131 oy
igration. hatever may b ’ at the true
. . . y be the ch s ! .
;lel:; T}:ﬂnts of Mexico and Peru at the Prc:fenti1 r?né:):eii the Spucih
feelin ;caccounts O.f the firft Conqueﬁs 6f thefe countr', e C.annot
oo g brongl).r, that the race deftroyed, was, in moral 1es, without
’IIl‘1cm ers, highly fuperior to the race of their deft orch, as well
ilcd parts of America fettled by the Englifh royers.
€O 7 ]
;)ct };:er’l I?Gire Ttter adapted to the eftablifhment of new loni
”In e e ;, the mof?: for.mldablc,diﬂ‘icult'ies prefented th: > ;mcs;
Biiﬂ1ed By o Cdn;) Qf]' Virginia, begun by SirWalter Raleigh, a‘;’ddéﬁ?-
o rd Delaware, three attem ' ? clta-
half of : ¢ attempts completely fai _
comﬁ?ngc,ﬁr{; colony was deftroyed : by the gvage}; a;r:ll . ﬂNeaﬂy .
country amainr t'WOI‘n down ':'by fatigue .and ‘fainine: dcfert}z "rc'&
off to a’mq - urned home in. defpair. - The fecond colony . ﬂ:]c'
an, m a manner unknown ;! S 1y was cut
deftroved- . known ;! but they were fu " ha
fate ; ‘}':md bt}l; cth: In..dlans. +The ' third- cxperienced fth'cpfgrfzdditi? ‘bc
famine and difeafo, in of the-fourth, after it had been redu: dma'I
e & ifeafe; in the courfe of fix months frbni 500 ¢ uced by
laﬁ&" .Wh:nrit};lmmg mn g ‘famiﬂling and-defperate conditio: t6C'Ep*c r.-
Lord Delawar:y W:}jc 'n}et in the mouth_of the Chefapeak l(ﬁ)ay f‘f- '
o are, with -a fquadron’ loade W . » by
thing for their relief and.defence: oaded with provifions,
- The firft puritan fettlers in N '
T!ley‘ landed in a bad feafon
private funds, ’

from being thinljr

and every

10“}: England were: few in number
on, and they were only fi .
“The winter w y lupported by t
country was. co h; winter was premature, and terribly COI(}{ ; }::;lr
1'efrcﬁ1 s e ‘f,vcre - with ‘wood, - and afforded very little f " e
e I,:no' };.erfons, fickly with fuch a voyage, or for tCh Ofrftthe |

v ¢ mnfant pcople. Nearlv half ? R ¢ luite-
Curv arly half of t} i
curvy, by want, and the feverity of the cliﬁlatcl?n;us(irlife};fd ibyfthe

' ‘ » \,; wiho ur;.

- * Burke’s Axlleriga, vol.ii, p. 219.. , RObcrtrén b fx 5.8 » 26,
: . » D.1X. p.83. 86, o
‘ " wvived -
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fuch ‘extraordinary rapidity,

" nefs of the trees; a moft difheartening {canti
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ited by their hardfhips ;- but, fupported by their
(atisfa@ion of finding themfelves out of
reduced this favage country,” by

CHAP.1V.

vived were not difpir
c:hergy of qharzi&cr, and the
the réach of the’ {piritual arm,
dcgfecs, to yicld them a comfortable fubfiftence .

- -Even the plantation of Barbadoes, which increafed afterwards with
had at ‘firft to contend with a country

utterly defolate, an ‘extreme want of provifions, a difficulty in clear-
ally great, from the uncommon fize and hard-
nefs and poverty in their

ious fupply of provifions from

ing the ground unufu

firft crops, and ‘a flow and precar
England *. .
-The attempt o
colony in Guiana, was attende
Twelve thoufand men were
under tents and miferable theds.
and in want of all necefla

f the French, in 1663, to form at once a powerful
d with the moft difaftrous confequences.
landed in the rainy. feafon, and placed
' In this fituation, ‘inaétive, weary
of exiftence, rics, expofed to contagious
diftempers, which are always “occafioned by bad provifions, and to
all the irregularities which idlenefs produces among the lower clafles
_of fociety, almoft the whole of them ended their lives in all the
horrors of defpair. The attempt was completely abortive. Two
thoufand men, whofe robuft conftitutions had enabled them' to refift
the inclemency of the climate, and the miferies to which they had
been cxpofed, were brought back to France; and the 25,000,000 of -

livres which had been expended in the expcdition'werc totally loft .

In the laft fettlement at Port Jackfon, in New Holland, a melan-
by Collins, of the extreme hard-

~ choly and affe@ing picture is drawn
ﬂlip_s'which, for fome years, the infant colony had to ftruggle with,
_Thefe diftrefles were

before the produce was equal to_its fupport.
undoubtedly aggravated by the charaer of the fettlers; but.thofe
which were caufed by the unhealthinefs of a ncwly-clcarcd country,
the failure of firft crops, and . the uncertainty of fupplics from fo

a Burke’s America, vol. i p144 . "Id p. 85.;’. .
© ¢ Raynal, Hift. des Indes, tom. vii. liv. Xiii, p- 43- 1o vols 8vo. 1795. |
- .3 .. diftant
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diﬁant_: ‘a mother country, were of themfelves fufficiently ditheart-

ening, to place in a’ ftrong point of. view; the neceflity of great

refources, as well as unconquerable perfeverance, in the colonization

of favage countries. ' R C
The eftablithment of colonies, in the more thinly peopled regions

of Europc and Afia would evidently requiré ftill greater refources.

From the power, and warlike chara&er, of the inhabitants of thefe

countries, a confiderable military force would be neceflary to prevent

their utter and immediate” deftrucion. Even the frontier provinces

of the moft powerful ftates, are defended with confiderable difficulty’

from fuch reftlefs neighbours; and the peaceful labours of the culti-
- vator, are continually interrupted by their predatory incurfions. The
late Emprefs Catharine of Ruffia found it neceflary to proted, by

regular fortrefles, the colonies which fhe had eftablifhed in the diftriéts
near the Wolga; and the calamities which her fubje@s fuffered by
the incurfions of the Crim Tartars furnithed a pretext, and perhaps
a juft one, for taking pofleffion’ of the whole of the Crimea, and
expelling the greateft part of thefe turbulent neighbotirs, and redy-
cing the reft to'a more tranquil mode of life. o
~ The difficulties atténding a firft cftablithment, from foil, climate,
and the want of proper conveniences, are of courfe nearly the fame
in thefe regions asin America.” Mr. Eton, in his account of the
Turkith Empire, fays, that 75,000 Chriftians were obliged by Ruffia
to emigrate from the Crimea, and fent-to inhabit the country aban-
doned by the Nogai Tartars; but the winter coming on before the
houfes built for them werercady, a great part of them had no other
Thelter from the cold, than what was afforded them by holes dug in
the ground, covered ' with what they could procure, and the greateft
part of them perithed,  Only feven thoufand remained a few years
afterwards. Another colony from Italy to the banks of the Boryfthenes,
had, he fays, no better fate, owing to the bad management of thofe
who were commiffioned to provide for them. o '
Itis ncedlefs to add to thefe inflances, as the accounts given of the

1  difficultics

BOOK 11,
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difficulties experienced in new fettlements are all nearly fimilar, Tt

~ has been juftly obferved, by a correfpondent of Dr. Franklin, that
- one of the réafons why we have fecn fo many fruitlefs attempts to

fettle colonies at an immenfe publick and private expence, by fcvex.'al
of the powei‘s of Europc, 1s, that the moral and mcchanical habits
adapted to the mother country are frequently not fo, to the new-
fettled one, and to external events, many of which are unforefeen ;-
and that it is to be remarked, that nonc of ‘the Englith colonics -
became any way confiderable, till the neceffary manners were, born
and grew up in the country. DPallas particularly notices the want of
proper habits in the colonies, cftabliﬂlcd.b?r Ruffia, as one of the
caufes why they did not increafe fo faft as might have been expe&ted.
- In addition to this, it may be obferved, that the firft eftablifhment
of a new colony, generally prefents an inftance of a country, peopled
confiderably beyond its actual produce ;-and the natural confequence

~feems to be, that this population; if not amply fupplied - by the

mother country, thould, at the beginning, be diminifhed to the level
of the firft fcanty productions, and not begin permanently to increafe

till the remaining numbers had fo far cultivated the foil, as to make

it yield a quantity of food, more than fufficient for their own fupport;
and which confequently they could divide with a family. The fre-
quent failures in the eftablithment of new colonies tend ftrongly to

fhow the order of precedence between food and population.
It muft be acknowledged then, that the clafs of people on whom
the diftrefs arifing from a too rapidly increafing population would
principally fall, could not poffibly begin a new colony in a diﬁ:a.nt
-country. From the nature of their fituation, they muft neceffarily
be deficient in thofe refources, which alone could enfure fuccefs :
and unlefs they could find leaders among the higher claffes, urgf:d
by the fpirit of avarice or enterprize ; or of religious or political dif-
content; or were furnifhed with means and fupport by government ;
whatever degree of mifery they might fuffer in their own country,
from the {carcity of fubfiftence, they would be abfolutely unable 1t{o
take

-
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take pofleffion of any of thofe uncultivated regions, of whlch thcrc is
yet fuch an extent on the carth. T

“When new colonies have been once fccurely eﬁabhfhcd ‘the dnﬁi-
culty of emigration is, ‘indeed,’ very confiderably diminithed; yet,
even then, fome refources arc neceflary to provide veflels for the
voyage, and fupport and affiftance - till the emigrants can fettle
themfelves, and find employment in their adoptcd country. How
far it is incumbent -upon a government to furnifh thefe refources,

‘may be a queftion ; but whatever be its duty in this particular, per-
haps it is too much to expect, that except where any particular colo-
nial advantages are propofed, emigration fhould be actively affifted.

- The neceflary refources  for tranfport and maintenance, are, how-
ever, frequently furnifhed by  individuals, or private companies. For
many years before the American war, and for fome few fince, the
f'1c1ht1cs of emigration to this new world and the probable advan-
tages .in ; vu:w, were unufually great; and it muft ‘be ‘confidered
fo comfortablc an afylum for i 1ts redundant populatxon But I Would
afk, whcther, even during thefe pcrlodb, the dlﬁrefs among the com-
mon pcople in thls country was little or nothlng, and whether every
man felt fecure. bcfore he. vcnturcd on marrxage, that however large
his famxly rmght bc, hc ﬂlould find no_difficulty in fupportmg it

without parifh aﬁiﬁancc> The anfwer, 1 fear, could not bc in the -

affirmative. , ‘

It W111 be ﬁud that When an oppmtumty of advantageous cmlgra-
tlon is, oﬁ"r,red it is the f'mlt of the people themfelves, if, inftead of
dcceptmg it, they plcfcr alife of cclibacy, or extreme poverty in their
own, country Is it then a fault for a man to feel an attachment to
his natlvc foil, to love the parents that nurtured hlm, his kindred,

his fucnds, and the companions of his early years? or is-it no evil

that he fuffers, becaufc he confents to bear it, rather than fnap thefe
cords which nature has wound in clofc and intricate folds round the

human heart ? The great plan of prov vidence fcems to require, indeed,

that
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that thefe ties thould fomctlmes be broken ; but the fcparatlon does.
not, on that account, give lefs pain ; and, though the general good
may be promotcd by it, it does not - ceafe to be an individual evil.
Befides, doubts' and uncertainty muft ever attend all diftant emigra-
tions, particularly in the apprehenfions of the lower claffes of people.

- They cannot feel quite fecure, that thé reprefentations made to them:

of the high price of labour, or. the chcapncfs of land, are accurately"
true. They are placing themfelves in the power of the perfons who-
are to furnifh them with the means of tranfport and maintenance,.

who may perhaps have an intereft in deceiving them ;. and: the fea.
which they are to pafs, appears to-them like the feparatlon of death:

from all their former connexions, and in a manner to preclude the
poffibility of return in cafe of failure, as they cannot expect the offer

" of the fame means to bnng them back. We cannot be furprifed

then, that, cxcept where a fpirit of enterprife is. added to the unecafi~
nefs of poverty, the confideration of thefe circumftances, fhould:
frequently, ' : : '
: ¢ Make them. rather bear the ills they fuffer,

¢« Than fly to others which théy know not of.””

If a tra& of rich land as large as this.ifland were fuddenly annexed
to it, and fold in fmall lots, or let, out in {mall farms, the cafe would:
be very different, and the amehomtxon of the ftate of the common:
people would be fudden and ftriking ; though the rich would be con-

- tinually complammg of the high pricc of labour, the pride of the-

lower claflfes, and the difficulty of getting work done. Thefe, I
underftand, are not unfrequent compldmts among the men of pro-
perty in America. : ‘
Evcry refource, however, from cmlgratxon, if ufed eﬁ'c&ual]y, as.
this would be, muft be of thort duration. There is fcarccly a ftate
in Europe, except perhaps Ruffia, -the inhabitants of which do not
often endeavour to better their condition by removing to other:
countries..  As thefe flates therefore have nearly all rather a redun--
a 3E dant,,
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. dant, than deficient population, in proportion to their produce, they
* cannot be fuppofed to afford any effectual refources of emigration to
- each other. Let us fuppofe, for a moment, that in this more enlight-
ened part of the globe, the internal economy of each ftate were fo

admirably regulated, that no checks exifted to population, and the

- different governments provided every facility for emigration. Taking .
the population of Europe, excluding Ruflia, at a hundred millions,

and- allowing a greater increafe of produce than is probable, or even

- poflible, in the mother countries, the redundancy of parent ftock in
a fingle century, would be eleven hundred millions, which, added to

the natural increafe of the colonies, during the fame time, would be
more than double what has been fuppofed to be the prefent popu-
- Can we imagine, that in the uncultivated parts of Afia, Africa, or
America, the greateft exertions, and the beft directed endeavours,
could in fo thort a period, prepare a quantity of land, fufficient for

" the fupport of fuch a population. If any fanguine perfo-n’{ho_ul'd feel

a doubt upon the fubjeét, let him only add 25 or 5o years more, and
every doubt muft be crufhed in overwhelming conviction. '

It is evident, therefore, that the reafon why the refource of emi-

gration has o long continued to be held out as a remedy to redundant
population, is, bcCau_fe, from the natural unwillingnefs of people to
defert their native country, and the difficulty of clearingand cultivat-
ing frefh foil, it never is, nor can be, adequately adopted. If this
remedy were - indeed really effeétual, and had power fo far to relicve
the diforders of vice and mifery in old fates, as to place them in the

~ condition of the moft profperous new colonies, we thould foon fec

the phial exhaufted, and when the diforders returned with increafed
virulence, every hope from ‘that quarter would be for ever clofed.

It is clear, therefore, that with any view of making room for an .
unreftricted increafe of population, emigration is perfectly inadequate; -

but as a partial and temporary expedient, and with a view to the
more general cultivation of the carth, and the wider fpread of civili-

zation,
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zation, it feems to be both ufeful and proper; and if it cannot be
proved that governments are bound adively to encourage it, it is not
only ftrikingly unjuft, but in the higheft degree impolitick, in them to
prevent it. ~ There are no fears fo totally ill-grounded, as the fears of

depopulation from emigration. The wvis inertiz of people in general,

and their attachment to their homes, are qualities fo ftrong, and

general, that we may reft affured that they will not emigrate, unlefs, -

from political difcontents, or extreme 'poverty,' they are in fuch a
ftate, as will make it as much for the advantage of their country as
of themfelves that they thould go out of it. The complaints of high:
wages in confequence of emigrations are, of all others, the moft un-

reafonable, and ought the leaft to be attended to. If the wages of
labour in any country be fuch, as to enable the lower clafles of

péopl_e to live with tolerable comfort, we may be quite certain, that
they will not emigrate; and if they be not fuch, it is cruclty and:
injuftice to detain them.. o ' ‘
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"CHAP. V.

Of the Engl_iﬂz Pqér Laws.

: To remedy the frcquent diftrefles of the poor, laws to enforce their

relief have been inftituted; and i in the cftablithment of a general

fyﬂ:em of this kind, England has partlcularly dli’cmguxﬂled herfelf.
But it is to be feared, that though it may have alleviated a ]1ttlc '

the intenfity of individual mlsfortune, it has fprcad the ev11 over a
much- larger furfacc.

Tt is a fubje& often ftarted in converfation, and mentioned alwavs
as a matter of great furprife, that, notwithftanding the immenfe fam
whiich is annually colle@ed for the poor in this country, there is fill fo

- much diftrefs among them. Some think that. the money muft be em-

bezzled for private ufe ; others, that the churchwardens and overfeers
confume the greatcft part of it in feafting. All agree, that fomchow

. or other, it muft be very ill managed. In fhort, the fa&, that, even

before the late fearcities, three millions were colle@ed annually for
the poor, and yet that their diftrefles werce not removed, is the fubject
of continual aftonithment. But a man who looks a little below the
furface of things, would be much more aftonifhed, if the fa& were

otherwifc than it is obferved to be ; ; or even if a colleétion umvcr- )

fally of eightecn fhlllmgs in the pound, inftead of four, were m'itc- '
rially to alter it.

Suppofe, that by a fubfcription of the rich, thc cxghtccn -pence, or

two fhillings, which men carn now, were made up five fhillings, it

might be imagined, pcrhaps, that they would then be able to live -

1 : comfortably,
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. comfortably, and have a piece of meat every day for their dinner.

But this would be a very falfe conclufion. The transfer of three
additional fhillings a day to each labourer would not increafe the

'quantity of meat in the country. There is not at prefent cnough for

all to have a moderate thare. What would then be the confequence?
The competition among the buyers in the market of mcat, would
rapidly raife the price from cight pence or nine pence, to two or three

“fhillings in the pound, and the commodity would not be divided

among many more than it isat prcfcnt ‘When an article is fcarce,
and cannot be diftributed to all, he that can fhew the moft valid
patent, thatis, he that offers the moft moncy, becomes the poﬂcﬁo;.
If we can {uppofe the competition among the buyers of meat, to con-
tinue long cnough for a greater number of cattle to be rcared
annually, this could only be done at the expence of the corn, which

‘would be a very difadvantageous. exchange; for it is well known,
~ 'that the country could not then fupport the fame population; and

when fubfiftence is fcarce in proportlon to the number of people, it 1s

" of little confequcnce, whether the loweft members of the fomcty

poﬂ'efs two ﬂnllmgs or five, They mutft, at all events, bc rcduccd to

~live upon the hardeft fare, and in the fmalleft quantity.

It might be faid, perhaps, that the increafed number of purchafcls
in every article would give a fpur to produdive induftry, and that
the whole produce of the ifland would be increafed. But the fpur
that thefe fancied riches would give to popiﬂation, would more than

, counterbalance it ; and the increafed produce would be to be divided
'among a more than proportionably increafed number of people. -

- A Colle&@ion from the rich, of c1ghtccn fhxlhngs in the pound

" even if diftributed  in the moft judicious manner, would have an

effe fimilar to that refulting from the fuppofition which I have juft
made ; and no poflible facrifices of the rich, particularly in money,
<ould, for any timc, prcvcnt the recurrence of diftrefs .among the
lower members of focicty, who ever theywere.” Great changes might
mdccd be made.” The rich might become poor, and fome of the

poor
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poor rich; but,’ while the prefent proportion betwcen population and
food continucs, a part of fociety muft neceﬂ'arlly find it difficult te
fupport a family, and this difficulty will natural]y fall on thc leaft
fortunate members.

It may at firt appear ftrange, but I believe it is true, that I cannot -
; by means of money, raife the condition of a poor man, and enable

him to live much better than he did beforc, without proportionably
depreffing others in the fame clafs. If I retrench the quantity of
food confumed in my houfe, and give him what I have cut off, I
then benefit him without deprefling any but myfelf and family, who
perhaps may be well able to bearit. If I turn up a piece of uncul+
tivated land, and give him the produce, I then benefit both him and
all the members of fociety, becaufe what he before confumed is
thrown into the common ftock, and, probab]y, fome of the new pro=
duce with it. ButifIonly give him ~money, fuppofing the produce of
the country to remain the fame, I give him aftitle to a larger fhare of
that produce than formerly, which fhare he cannot receive without
~diminithing the thares of others. It is evident, that this effeét in
individual inftances muft be fo fmall as to be totally imperceptible ;

but ftill it muft exift, as many other effe@s do, which, like fome of

the infeés that people the air, elude our groffer perceptions..
Suppofing the quantity of food in any country, to remain the fame

' for many years together, it is evident, that this food muft be divided

according to the value of each man’s patent, or-the fum of money
which he can afford to fpend in this commodity fo univerfally in
requeft. Itisa demonftrative truth, therefore, that the patents. of
one fet of men could not be increafed in value, without diminifthing
the value of the patents of fome other fet of men. If the rich were
to fubfcribe, and give five fhillings a day to five hundred thoufand
men, without retrenching their own tables, no doubt can exift that
as_thefc men would live more at their eafe, and confume a greater
quantxty of provifions, there would be lefs food remalnmg to divide
among the reft; and. confequently, each man’s patent would be

diminifhed
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diminifhed in value, or the fame number of pieces of filver would

‘purchafe a fmaller quantity of fubfiftence, and the prlcc of prov1ﬁons

would univerfally rife.

Thefe gencral reafonings have been ﬁnkmgly confirmed during the .

late fcarcities. The fuppofition which I have made of a colletion
from the rich of eighteen fhillings in the pound, has been ncarly
;’calized'; and the effe@ has been fuch as might have been expeéted.

- If the fame diftribution had been made, when no fcarcity exifted, a

confiderable advance in - the price of provifions would' have been a
neceflary confcquence but following as it did a fcarcity, its effe&

muft have been doubly powerful. No perfon, I believe, will venture |

to doubt, that, if we were to give three additional thillings a day
to every labouring man in the kingdom, as I before fuppofed, in
order that he might have meat for his dinner, the pricc of meat
would rife in the .moft rapid and unexampled manner. But furely,
ina dcﬁciency‘ of corn, which renders it impoflible for every man to
have his ufual fhare, if we ftill continue to furnifh each perfon with
the means of purchafing the’ fame quantity as before, the cfﬂ:& muft
be in every refpc& fimilar.

It feems in great mcafure to have efcaped obfervation, that the

~ price of corn in a fcarcity, will depend much more upon the obfti-

nacy with which the fame degree of confumption is pcrfevered 1,
than on the degree of the aual deficiency. A deficiency of onc
half of a crop, if the people could immediately confent to confume

‘only one half of what they did before, would produce little or no
cffect on the price of corn. A deficiency of one twelfth, if exactly

the fame confumption were to continue for ten or cleven months,
might raife the price of corn to almoft any height. The more is

_given in parith afliftance, the more power is furnithed of perfevering
" in the fame confumption, and of courfe the higher will the price

rife before the neceffary diminution of confumptlon is effected.
It has been afferted by fome people that high prices do not d1m1-

nifh confumption. If this were really true, we fhould fee the price
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of a bufhel of corn at a hundred pounds or more, in every deficiency,
which ‘could not be fully and completely remedied” by importation.
But the fa& is, that high prices do ultlmately diminifh confumption;
but, on account of the riches of the country, the unwillingnefs of
the peoplc to refort to fubﬁltutes, and the 1mmenfe fums, which
are diftributed by parifhes, this obje& cannot be attained till the
prices become exceflive, and force even the middle clafles of focicty,.
or at leaft thofe immediately above the poor, to fave in the article:
of bread from the atual inability of purchaﬁng it in the ufual
quantity. The poor who were affifted by their parifhes had no

“reafon whatever to complain of the high price of grain; becaufe it.

was the exceffivenefs of this price, and- this alone, which, by
enforcing fuch a faving, left a greater quantity of corn, for the
confumptlon of the loweft claffes, which corn, the par1ﬂ1 allowances.
enabled them to command. ~The greateft fufferers in the fcarcity

. were ‘undoubtedly the claffes immediately above the poor; and thefe-
were in the moft marked manner deprefled by the exceflive bounties-

given to thofe below them. Almott all poverty is relative; and I,

much doubt, whether thefe people would have been rendered fo. .

poor, if a fum equal to half of thefe bounties had been taken dirc&ly'
out of their pockets, .as they were, by that new diftribution of the-
money of the fociety which atually tock place®.  This diftribution

a Suppofing the lower claffes 1o earn on an average ten fhillings a week and. the-
claffes juft above them, twenty, it is not to be doubted, that, in a fearcity, thefe latter.
would be more ftraightened in their power of commanding the neceflaries of life, hy a.

donation of ten ﬂnllmgs a week to-thofe below them, than by the fubtrattion of five-

fhillings a week from their-own earnings. In the one cafe, they would be all reduced.

to a. level; the price of proviflons would rife in an extraordinary manner from the-

greatnefs of the competition ; and all would be ﬂrm;,htened for fubfiftence. In the other
cafe, the claffes above the poor would fill maintain a confiderable part of thtir relative-
fuperiority ; the price of provifions would by no means rife in the fame degree ; and thcu-/

remaining fifteen thillings would purchafe much more than their twenty thillings in the. -

former cafe,

b_y-

i
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by giving to the poorer clafles a command of food, fo much greater
than tlieir degree of {kill and indufiry entitled them to, in the a&ual
circumftances of the country, diminifhed, exadly in the fame pro-
portion, that command over the neceffaries of lite, which the clafles
above them, by their fupcrlor 1kill and induftry, would natural]y
poflefs ; and it may be a queftion, whether the degree of affiftance
which the poor  received, and which prcvcntcd them from reforting
to the ufe of thofe fubftitutes, which, in every other country‘ on
fuch occafions, the great law of neceflity teaches, was not more than

~ overbalanced by the feverity of the preflure on fo large a body of
people from the extreme high prices, and the permanent evil which*

muit refult from forcing {o many perfons on'the parifh, who before

thought them{elves almoft out of the reach of want.

If we were to double the fortunes of all thofe who poflefs above a
hundred a year, the effect on the price of grain would be flow and
inconfiderable ; but if we were to double the price of labour througha

out the kmgdom, thc effe@, in raifing the prlcc of grain, would bc'

rapid ‘and great. *The general principles on this fubje& will not

-admit of difpute ; and that in the particular cafe which we have been

confidering, the bounties to the poor were of a magmtude to operate

- very powerfully in this manner, will fufficiently appear, if we recolledt,

that, before the late fcarcities, the fum colle@ed for the poor was efti-
mated at three millions, and that during the year 1801 it was faid
to be ten millions. An additional feven millions acting at the bottom

of the fcale ®, and employed exclufively in the purchafe of provifions,

joined to a confiderable advance in the price of wages in many parts
of the kingdom, and increafed by a prodigious fum ¢xpelldcd in

2 Seea fmall pamphlet pubhﬂ.ed in November 1800, entitled, 4 uwcﬁzgamn of the
caufe of the prefent bigh price of provifions. This pamphlet was miftaken by fome’ for an.
inquiry into the caufe of the fcarcity, and as fuch, it would naturally appear to be incom-
plete, adverting, as it does, principally to a fingle caufe.- But the fole odject of the pam-
phlet was, to give the principal reafon for the extreme high price of provifions, in propor-
tion to the degree of the fearcity, admitting the deficiency of one fourth, as ftated in the
Duke of Portland’s letter, which, Iam much inclined to think, was very near the trath,
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vohmt'try charity, muft have had a moft powerful cffed in ralﬁng the .
price of the neceflaries of hfe, if any reliance can be placed ¢ on the

cleareft gencral principles, confirmed as much as poffible by appear-
ances. A man with a family, has rccexvcd to my knowledgc, four-
teen fhillings a week from the parifh. His common earnings were
ten thillings a week, and his weekly revenue, therefore, twenty-four.
Before the {carcity, he had been in the habit of purchafing a bufhel
of fléur a week with eight fhillings perhaps, and confequently had
two thillings out of his ten, to {parc for other neceflaries. Dﬁring the

fcarcnty, he was enabled to purchafe the fame quantity. at nearly

three times the price. He paid twenty-two ﬂnllmgs for his bufhel
of flour, and had, as before, two fhillings remaining for other wants,
Such inftances could not poﬂibly have been univerfal, without rmﬁng
the price of wheat very much higher than it really was during any

part of the dearth. But fimilar inftances were by no means infre- -

quent, and the fyﬁcm itfelf, of meafuring the rchcf given by the price
of grain, was general. :

1f the circulation of ‘the country had confifted entirely of fpecie,
wlnch could not have been immediately increafed, it would have
been impoffible to give fuch an additional {fum as feven millions to
the poor, without embarraffing, to -a great degree, the operations

of commerce. On the commcnccmcnt, therefore, of this exten-

five relief, which would neceflarily occafion a proportionate expen-

diturc in provifions throughout all the ranks of- focicty, a great
demand would be felt for an increafed c1rcul’1t1ng medium. The
naturc of the medium then principally in ufe, was fuch, that it
“could be created immediately on demand. From the accounts of

the bank of England, as laid before Parliament, it appeared that no

“very great addmonal iflues of paper took place from this quarter.
The three millions and a half added to its former average iffucs, were

" not probably much above what was fufficient to fupply the quantity -
~of fpecie that had 'been withdrawn from the circulation. - If this

fuppoﬁtlon be truc, and the fmall quantlty of gold which made its
appearance

E : follow, that the part of the circulation originating in the bank of ;

= T T r*-' - 1 T’{A

- . ‘k‘{{i
CHAP. V.- Cf the Englifte Poor Laws. - 403 , \5
appearance at that time, furnifhes the ftrongeft reafon for bclicving : :

that as much as this muft have becn been. withdrawn, it would

..*
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England, though changed in its nature, had not been_increafed in
its quantity ; and with regard to the effe of the circulating medium
on the price of all commodities, it cannot be doubted that it would -

be precifely the fame, whether it were made up principally of guineas,.
or of pound notes and fhillings, which would pafs current for guineas,

-The demand, therefore, for an increafed circulating medium was
left to be fupplied by the country. banks, and it could not be expedted
that they fhould hefitate in taking advantage of fo profitable an
opportunity. The paper iffucs of a country bank are, as I conceive,
meafured by the quantity of its notes which will remain in circula=
tion; and this quantity is again meafured, fuppofing a confidence to
be eftablithed, by the fum of what is wanted to carry on all the.
money tranfactions of the ncighbourhood. From the high price of
provifions, all thefe tranfa&ions became more expenfive. In the
fingle article of the Weekly payment of labourers’ wages, including ==
the parifh allowances, it is evident, that a very great addition to the
circulating medium of the neighbourhood would be wanted . Had
the country banks attempted to iffue the fame quantity of paper
without fuch a particular demand for it, they would quickly have
been admonithed of their error by its rapid and prefling return upon.
them but at this time, it was wanted for immediate and daily ufe,,
and was therefore eagerly abforbed into the circulation. ’

It may even admit of a queftion, whether, under fimilar circum~
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2 A rife of wages, or of panﬂl allowanges, amounting to any particular fum, would*
occafion a much greater demand for the current circulating mediam, than an‘increafe of
commercial tranfactions to the fame amount ; becaufe, in the firft cafe, it is the common: |

" currency alone which can be ufed ; in the latter, much-is done by the bills of:exchange,. !
&c. ; in the firft alfo, much money is actually wanted, in proportion to the amount of
the increafed payments ;. in the latter, a little will go.a great way.
‘ 3Fa . . ftances,.
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ftances, the country banks would not have iffued nearly the fame

~ quantity of paper, if the bank of England had not been reftricted

ftrom payment in {pecie. . Before this event, the iffues of the ccuntry
banks in paper were rcgulated by the quantity that the circulation

. would take up, and after, as well as .before, they were obliged to

pay the notes which returned upon them in bank of ‘England circu-
lation. -The difference in the two cafes, would arife principall
fro.m t?le pernicious cuftom, adopted fince the reftricion of the banky
of iffuing onc and two pound notes, and from the little prcf'ercncé
that many people might feel, if they could not get gold, between
country bgnk paper, and bank of England paper.

The very great iffue of country bank Iiaper during the years 1800

and 1801 was evidently, therefore, in its origin rather a confequence

:thfm a cal?fc of the high price of provifions; but being once abforbed
into tbe circulation, it muft neceflarily affect the price of all commo-
dities, and throw very great obftacles in the way of returning cheap-

nefs®. This is the great mifchief of the fyftem. During the {carcity

itfelf, it is not to be doubted, that the increafed circulation, by pre-

venting the embarrafiments which commerce and {peculation muft

otherwifc have felt, enabled the country to continue all the branches °

of its trade with lefs interruption, and to import a much greater
quantity of grain, than it could have done otherwife; but to over-
balqncc tllefe temporary advantages, a lafting evil might be entailed
upon the community, and the prices of a time of fearcity might
b.c?ome permanent, from the difficulty of re-abforbing this increafed
circulation, ‘ :

In this refpe&, however, it is much better that the great iflue of

- paper fhould have come from the country banks, than from the

credit, has taken fufhicient notice of the effefts of the great paper iffues of the country

banks, in hiﬁng 1 ic moditie nfavourable ftate of
f the price of commodities, and produci g
: 1 3 proaucing an unfay

cxchange with forcigners. o V : t

It docs not appear to me that Mr, Thornton in his valuable publication on- paper

bank

’
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bank of England. _Durihg the reftriGtion of payment in fpecie, therc
is no pofiibility of forcing the bank to retake its notes, when too
abundant ; but with regard to the country banks, as foon as their

notes are not wanted in the circulation, they will be returned ; and .

if the bank of Enfgland notes be not increafed, which they probably
will ‘not be, the whole éirculatibg medium will thus be diminithéd.
We may confider ourfelves as peculiarly fortunate that the two
years of fearcity were fuccceded by two events the beft calculated to
reftore plenty and cheapncfs—an abundant harveft, and a peace;
which, together, produced a general convi&ion of plenty, in the
minds both of buyers and fellers; and, by rendering the firft flow to.
purchafe, and the others cager to fell, “occafioned a glut in the
market, and a confequent rapid fall of price, which has enabled
parifhes to take off their allowances to the poor, and thus to prevent
a return of high prices when the alarm among the fellers was over.
If the two years of {carcity had been fuccceded merely by 'ycars of
average crops, I am ftrongly difpofed to believe, that as no glut would
have taken place in the market, the price of grain would have fallen
only in an inconfiderable degree, the parifh allowances could not
have been rcfumed, the increafed quantity of paper would ftill have

b“been wanted, and the prices of all commodities might by degrees

have been regulated, permanently, according to the increafed circu-

lating medium. :

If inftead of giving the temporary affiftance of parith allowances,
which might be withdrawn on the firft fall of price, we had raifed
univerfally the wages of labour, it is evident, that the obftacles to a

. diminution of the circulation, and to returning cheapnefs, would

have been ftill further increafed ; and the high price of labour would
have become permanent, without any advantage whatever to the

labourer. -

There is no one that more ardently defires to fee a real advance in-

the price of labour than myfelf; .but the attempt to effe& this object

by forcibly raifing the nominal price, which was pradtifed toa certain

3 : degree,
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degree, and reébmmcnded almoft univerfally during the late fearcities,
every thinking man muft reprobate as puerile and ineffetual.

* The price of labour, when left to find its natural level, is a moft

important political barometer, exprefling the relation between the
fupply of prov1ﬁons, and the demand for them; between the quantity
to be confumed, and the number of confumers : ; and taken on the
average, independently of accidental circumftances, it - further
exprefles, -clearly, - the wants of the focicty refpecting populdtion~
that 1s, whatever may be the number of children to a marnaé,e
neceflary to maintain cxa&ly the prefent population, the price of
labour will be juft fufficient to fupport this number, or be above
it, or below it, according .to the ftate of the rcal funds for the
maintenance of labour, whether ﬁatlomry, progreﬁivc, or retrograde.
Inftcad, however, of confidering it in this light, we conﬁder it as
{omethmg which we may raifec or deprefs at p]cafure, fomethmg’

“which depends pr1nc1pa11y upon his majefty’s juftices of the peace.

When an advance in the price of provifions already exprefles
that the demand is too great for the fupply, in order to put the
labourer in the fame condition as before, we raife the price of labour,
that is, we increafe the demand, -and are then much furprifed
that the price of prov1ﬁons continucs nﬁng -In this, we a@ much
in the fame manner, as if, > when the quickfilver in the common

- weather-glafs ftood at flormy, we were to raife it by fome forcible

preflure to ﬁtt/ed Jfair, and then be gleatly a{’conlﬂlcd that it con-

“tinued 17 'unmg

Dr. Smith has clearly fhewn, that the natural tendency of a
year of fcarcity, is, cither to throw a number of labourers out of

- -employment, or to oblige them to work for lefs than they did before,

from the inability of mafters to cmploy the fame number at the
fame price.  The raifing of the price of wages tends neceflarily to
throw more out of cmployment, and completely to prevent the
good cffects which, he fays, fometimes arife from a year of moderate

* {carcity, that of making the lower clafles of people do more work,

and
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and become more carcful and induftrious. - The number of fervants
out of place, and of manufa&urcrs wanting employmcnt durmg the
latc {carcities, were mclancholy proofs of the truth of thefe reafon-
ings. If a general rife in- the wages of labour had taken place
proportloncd to the pl‘lCC of prov 1ﬁons, none but farmers and a few

gentlemen could "have afforded to employ the fame number of .

workmen as before. Additional crowds of fervants and manufa@urers
would have been turned off ; and thofe who were thus thrown out

of cmploymcnt, would, of courfe, have no other rcfugc than the .

pal‘lﬂl. In the natural order of things, a fcarcity muft tcnd to

Tlower, inftead of to raife, the price of labour.

After the publication, and general circulation of fuch a- work as
Dr. Smith’s; T confefs, that it appears to me ftrange, that fo many
men who would yet afpire to be thought political economifts,
thould ftill think, that it is in the power of the ju{’ciccé of the peace,
or even of the omnipotence of parliament, to alter by a_fiar the whole
circumftances of the country; and when thc demand for provifions
is greater than the fupp]y, by publithing a' particular edi@, to
make the fupply at once equal to, or greater, than the demand.
Many men who would fhrink at the propofal of a maximum, would
propofe themfelves, that the price of labour fhould be proportioned
to the price of provifions, and do not feem to be aware, that the two
propofals are very ncarly of the fame nature, and that both tend
dire@ly to famine. It-matters not, whether we enable the labourer
to purchafe the fame quantity of provifions which he did before, by

fixing their price, or by raifing in proportion the price of labour. -

The only advantage on the fide of raifing the price of labour, s, that

the rifc in the pricc of provifions which neceflarily follows it,

encourages importation : but putting importation out of the queftion,

which might poflibly be prevented by war, or other circumftances,

a univerfal rife of wages in proportion to the price of provifions,
aided by adequate parifh allowances to thofe who were thrown out

of work, would, by preventing any kind of faving, in the fame¢ manner
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as a maximum, caufe the, whole crop to be confumed in ‘nine
months, which ought to havc lafted twelve, and  thus producc a.
famine. '

As the meﬁicacy of poor laws, and of attcmpts forc1b]y to raife
the price of labour, are moft confpicuous in a fcarcxty, I have thought
myfelf _]uﬁlﬁcd in conﬁdermg them under this view; and as ‘thefe
caufes of increafed price received great additional force’ durmg the
late {carcity from the increafe of the circulating medium, I truft
that the few obfervations which I have made on this fubje, wxll be
conﬁdered as an allowable digreffion.

CHAP,

B

i (409 )

CHAP VI
Subjec? of Poor -de} continued.

INDE[’EN DENTLY of any conﬁderatxons rcfpc&mg ayear of dcﬁcmnt
crops, it is evident, that an increafe of populatlon, without a
proportlonal increafc of food, muft lower the valuc of cach man's
carnings. The food muft neccﬁ'arlly be diftributed in {maller
quantmcs, and confcquently a day’s hbour will purchafe a fmaller
quantity of provifions. An increafe in the price of prov1ﬁons will
arife, either from an increafe of populatlon fafter than the means of

fubfiftence, or from a different diftribution’ of the money of the

fociety. The food of a country which has been long peopled, if it
be increafing, increafes flowly and rcgularly, and cannot be made to
anfwer any fudden demands; but variations in the diftribution of thc ,
t;ha moncy of the focwty, are not unfrequently occurrmg, and arc
undoubtcdly among the caufes which occafion thc contmual vari-
ations in the prices of provifions.

The poor laws of England tcnd to dcprcfs thc gcncral condxt:ou
of the poor in thefe two ways, Their firft obvious tendency is to
increafe populatlon w1thout increafing the food for its fupport, A

~poor man may marry with little or no profpc& of being able to
»fupport a family without parifh a{ﬁﬁancc They may be faid,

therefore, to create the poor which they mamtaln, and as the pro-
vifions of the country muﬂ: in confcqucnce of the increafed popu-

.latxon, be diftributed to cvcry man in fmaller proportlons, 1t xs

cndcnt that the labour of thofe who mc not fupportcd by panfh
3G aﬂiﬁdncc,
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afliftance, will purchafe a fmaller quantity of provifions than before,
and confequently more of them muft be driven to apply for
affiftance.

Secondly, the quantlty of provifions confumed in workhoufcs,
upon a part of the fociety, that cannot in general be confidered as
the moft valuable part, diminithes the fhares that would other\wfc
belong to more induftrious and more worthy members, and thus,
in the fame manner, forces more to become dependent. If the
poor in the workhoufes were to'live better than they do now, this
new diftribution of the moncy of the focicty, would tend more
confplcuouﬂy to deprcfé the condltlon of thofc out of the workhoufcs
by occaﬁomng an advance in the pnce of provifions.

Fortunatcly for England a fpirit of mdepcndence ftx]l remains
.unong the pcafantry The poor laws are ftrorigly calculated to

* eradicate this fpirit. - They have fucceeded in part; but 'had they

fuccecdcd as- completely as might have been cxpeéted,  their
permcxous tendency would not have been fo long concealed.

Hard as it may appeéar'in individual inftances,” dependent poverty

ought to be held dlf;araceful Such aftlmulus feems to be abfolutely
ncccﬁ'ary to promote the happmcfs of the great mafs; “of mankind ;

And every gcncral attempt to weaken this ftimulus, however bcnc~
vo]ent its apparent intention, will a]ways defeat its own purpofe. If
men be induced to marry from the mere profpe& of parith provxﬁon,
they are not only unjuftly tempted to bring unhappinefs and

dependcncc upon themfelves and children, but they are tempted,

without knowing it, to injure all in the fame clafs with themf{elves.:
The parifh laws of England appear. to have contributed to raife

. the’ price of provxﬁons, and to lower the real pncc of labour. ~ They

have therefore contributed to 1mpovenﬂl that clafs of people whofe
only poﬁ'cfﬁon is their labour.” It is alfo difficult to fuppofe, that

" they - have not powerfully contributed to gcner’ltc that * carclefl-

nefs and want of frugality obfervable ¢ among the poor, fo contrary to
the difpofition generally to be remarked among petty “tradefinen and
3 . : {mall
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fmall farmers. -The labouring poor, to ufe a vulgar c‘(prcﬁxon, fccm
always to live from hand to mouth. Their prefent wants employ
their whole attention ; and they feldom think of the futurc. Even

~ when they have an opportumty of faving, they fddom excrmfc it;

but all that they earn beyond théir prefent neceffities, gocs, generally
{pcaking, to the alehoufe. The poor laws may, therefore, be {faid
to diminifh both the power, and the will, to’ fave, among the com-

‘mon people, and thus to weaken onc of the ftrongeft incentives to

fobricty and induftry, and confcquently to happinefs.
It is a gencral complaint among maftter manufacturers that high

_wages ruin all their workmen; but it is dn‘ﬁcult to conceive that

thefe men would not fave a part of thcir high wages for the futuu,
fupport of their families, inftead of fpending it in drunkcnncfs and
diffipation, if they did not rely on parith dﬁiﬁancc for fupport in

cafe of accidents. And that the poor meloycd in manufa&ulcs

confider this affiftance as a reafon why they may fpmd all thc
wages which they carn, and enjoy themfclves while they can, appcars

" to be evident, from the number of fdll]l]lLS that upon the faxlurc of
. any great manufadory, immediately tall upon the panﬂl, whcu,

pcrhaps, the wages earncd in this rncmuia&ory wlnlc it ﬁounﬂlcd

_were fufﬁcwﬁtly above the price of common country la’nour, to havc
- allowed them to fave enough for thcxr Tupport, tll . thcy could find

fome other channel for their mduf’cry

A man who might not be deterred from gomg to .the alchoufc, -

from the confideration that, on his death, or ficknefs, he ﬁlould leave
his wife and family upon the parifh, might yct hcf tatc in tnus
.diffipating his carnings, if he were aflured that, in cnthcr of thcfc
cales, his family muit ﬁar\ ¢, or be left to. thc ﬁxpport of c1fual
bounty.

“The mafs of happmcﬁ among thc common pcople cannot but be
diminithed, when onc of the ftrongeft checks to ldlcneﬁs and
dxﬂipatxon is thus removed ; and pofitive m{htutxons, “hlch rmdcr

3Gz dcpcndcnt
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befr} larg] n'm{% hqmadc"rcéfdlls dught to be attached to it.”

:Iﬁoﬁl';)cn}zle‘clr?;v; of ?ngl_an’@ were .undoubtedly inftituted fo;-.thc
A }Il)urrpo c; but it is evident, that they have failed in
attain g I.. e? ?ertalllly mitigate fome cafes of fevere diftrefs
which might otherwife occur, though the flaté of the pooi"wh(;

very miferable.  But one of the principal obje®ions to the fyft

15, that for the afliftance which fome of the poor receiv "C' e
’ .al‘moﬁ a dogb‘tful blefling, the whole clafs of the corm:l’ T orle

‘of England is fubje@ed to-a fet of grating, incdnvcxi?;ft‘u;il;

i;' . . ] - . o«
. N V C J ' A .
| a;nﬁxgugl?il. 'I.'he \2}1101(:. bufinefs of fettlements, even in its prefent
an f.n e gtc, 15 contradictory to all ideas of freedom. The arifh
perfecution of men whofe families are l'ikc}y to become 'charggabl
. e>

d-f- . . , N N N .

. }i f‘fmkg ty r;mn_). | And the obftru®ions continual]y occafioned in
‘ladd“ta‘r‘eilt o .labour. by thefe laws, have a conftant tendency to
d to the .dn“flcu}‘txcs of thofe ‘who are ftrugeline + fi ;

_ thque]vcs without affiftance. : = -5 7 Tupport
" Thefe evils attendant on ' ‘ by |

T ttenc the aw b i
} - If affiftance be to be diftributed It)c()) Zrclcdr\;asirfeclmf tof be e nediable.
: rtain clafs of people, a
| ' n;uﬁ be .l.odgcd fomewhere of dlfcriminating the prop'crpob'casézve(;
‘o managu?g thc’cloncems of thc inftitutions that are neceﬁ!ar l" bnt
any great interference with the affairs of other pedple “is a yf},)cc'u
y I3 1€8
f
{

’

“of t 73 1 )
‘ ’thjsyl;nm""%l‘;g"bm the common courfe of things, the exercife of
, ower ‘mdy-be expe@ed to become  erat ofe W
s p me  grating to thofs
driven to afk for fu ' i ® o are
a pport.  The tyranny of juftices, :
’ ‘ Juftices, churchwardens
!: | | N ?n(it c(); crfcc‘rs, 18 @ common complaint among the poor; but th(,j
v ’ . . ?
‘ ‘ | t;l:); oes 1'10t h? {o much in thefe perfons, who, probably, before
| Cy Werc m power, - were not worfe t} . but
St oWe ' vV han other pe i
{ . hature of all fuch inflitutions. - peopley butin the
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depéndent poverty {o~'genéral;- weaken that difgrace, which for the

are y P < )

 Lyrannical laws, totally inconfiftent with" the genuine {pirit of th
. c V

“and of poor wr 'ho ing-i '
, ot poor women who ‘are near lying-in, is a moft difgraceful and

-attainment of their object. . C
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* Tt will fearcely admit of a doubt, that if the poor laws had never
cxifted in this country, though there might have been a few more

inftances of very fevere diftrefs, the aggregate .mafs of happinefs
among the common people would have been much greater than it

is at prefent. - : (
The radical defe& of all fyftems of the kind, is, that of tending

to incréafe population, without increafing the means for its {upport,
and, by thus deprefling the condition of thofe that are not relieved
by parifhes, to create more poor. - If, indeed, we examine fome of
‘our ftatutcs, frictly, with reference to the principle of population,
we Thall find that they attempt an abfolute impoffibility ; - and we
" cannot be furprifed therefore, that they fhould ‘conftantly fail in the

-~ The famous 43d of Elizabeth, which hasvb’ccn fo often rcfer}cd fo,

‘and admired, enads, that the overfeers of the poor, ¢ fhall take
¢ order from time to time, by and with the confent of two or more
« jufticcs,‘ for fetting to work the children of all fuch whofc parents

fhall not, by the faid perfons, be thought able to keep and main-
tain their children; and alfo fuch perfons married or unmarricd,
as, having no means to maintain them, ufc no ordinary and daily

({3
114

7

~« trade of life to get their living by. And alfo to raife, weekly or

- €€

-

otherwife, by taxation of every inhabitant, and every occupier of

¢ lands in the faid parifh, (in fuch competent fums as they fhall

¢ think fit,) a convenient ftock of flax, hemp, wool, thread, iron,
-+ and other neceflary warc and ftuff, to fet the poor to work.” .

What is this but faying, that the funds for the maintenance of

- labour in this. country may be increafed at will, and without limit,

by a fiat of government, or an aflefliment of the overfeers. Strictly

-

* fpeaking, this claufe is as arrogant and as abfurd, as if it had enadted

that two cars of wheat fhould in future grow, where onc only had
~ grown before.  Canute, when he commanded the waves not to wet
. his princely foot, did not, in reality, affume’a greater power over
- the laws of nature. No directions are, given to the overfeer:

)

increafe

s how to-
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increafe the. funds for the maintenance of labour ; the neceflity of
induftry, cconomy, and enlightenéd exertion, in the management of
agricultural and commercial capital i1s' not infifted on, for this
purpofc; but it is ‘expeted, that a miraculous increafe. of thefa
funds thould immediately follow an edi& of the government, ufed
at the difcretion of fome ignorant parith officers. ‘ :

If this claufe were really, and’ boua fide, put in execution, and
the thame attending the recciving of parith affiftance worn off, every
labouring man might marry as early as he pleafed, under the certain
profpedt of having all his children properly provided for; and as,
according to the fuppofition, there would be no check to population

_from the confequences of poverty after marriage, the increafe of

people would be rapid beyond example in old ftates. After what

has been faid in the former parts of this work, it is fubmitted to the
reader, whether the utmoft exertions of the moft enlightened

-government could, in this cafe, make the food kecp pace with the

‘population, much lefs a mere arbitrary cdi&, the tendency of which

maintenance of produétive labour.

In the aQuil circumftances of cvery country, the principle of
4

" population feems to be alw: ys ready to exert nearly its full force;

but, within the limit of poflibility, there is nothing perhaps ‘more
improbable, or more out of the powcf of any government to cffe,
than the dirc&ion of the induftry of its fubjes in fuch a manner,
as to produce “the greateft quantity of human fuftenance that the
carth could bear. It cvidently could not be done without the moft
complete violation of the law of property, from which every thing

‘that is valuable to man has hitherto arifen.  Such is the difpofition to

mar}y, particularly in very young people, that, if the difficulties of
providing for a family werc entirely removed, very few would remain
fingle at twenty-two. . But what ftatefian, or rational government,
could propofe, that, all animal food f'h,ould be prohibited, -that no
borfcs “fhould be ufed -for - bufinefs or pleafure, -that all the people

: S oo thould

- e

-1s certainly rather to diminifh than to increafe the funds for the -

-~
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thould live upon potatoes, and -that the whole induftry of the

nation fhould be excrted in.the production of them, cxcepit“what ‘
. was neceflary for the mere neceflaries of clothing and houfes. Could

fuch a revolution be effeced, would .it be defirable; particularly,
as in a few years, notwithftanding all thefe exertions, want, with
lefs refource than ever, would inevitably recur. '

After a country has once ceafed to be in the peculiar fituation of
a new colony, we fhall always find, that, in the atual ftate of its
cultivation, or in that ftate, which may rationally be expcéted from
the moft enlightencd government, the increafe of its food can never
allow, for any length of time, an unreftricted inereafc of population ;
and therefore, the due execution of the claufe in the 39th of
Elizabeth, as a permancnt law, is a phyfical impoﬂibility.
- It will be faid, perhaps, that the fact contradics the theory, and
that the claufe in queftion has remained in force, and has been
exccuted during the laft two hundred years. In anfwer to this, I
thould fay without hefitation, that it has not really been executed ;
and that it is merely owing to its incomplete execution, that it
remains on our ftatute book at prefent.

The fcanty relief granted to perfons in diftrefs, the capricious and

infulting manner in which it is fometimes diftributed by the over-
feers, and the natural and becoming pride not yet quite extinét

among the peafantry of England, have deterred the more thinking -

and virtuous part of them, from vcnturing on marriage, without
fome better profpect of maintaining their families, than mere parith
affiftance. The defire of bettering our condition and the fear of
méking it worfe, like the wis medicatrix nature in phyficks, - is the
wis medicatrix reipublice in politicks, and is continually counter-
acting the diforders arifing fromfnarrou,j human. inftitutions; In
fpite of the prejudices in favour -of population, and the dire&
encouragements to marriage from the poor laws, it operates as a
preventive check to increafe; and happy for this country is it that
it does fo. ~

" Thofe
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" Thofe who aic fot deterred for ‘a time from marriage, . by con- -

fiderations of this nature, arc either: relieved very fcantily at their

own homes, where they fuffer all the conﬁ:.qu;ncqg arifing from
fqualid poverty; or they are croWdcc'lA toggth;r in clofe z}nd unwhole-,
fome workhoufes, where a great mortality almoft univerfally takes
place, particularly among the young f:hildren. . The' drt;ad'ful account
given by Jonas Hanway of the treatment of parlﬂ} children in London,
is too well known to necd a comment; and it appears from Mr.
Hoxvlctf, and other writcrs,, ?hilt in fome parts of the country they
arc not very much better off. . A grca't part of the rcfiundalnt
population occafioned by the poor laws, is thus ta.kc;nl oft by.t e
operation of the laws themfelves, or at leaft by their ill execution.
The remaining part which furvives, by caufing the funds for the
maintenance of labour to be divided among a grc:atcr number than
can be pvropcrly maintained by them, and ]le turning a confiderable
fhare from the fupport of the diligent and cal‘cful workmfu}, to thcl
fupport of the idle and the ncgligent, depreﬁ’es the condition of al
thofe who arc out of the workhoufes, forces more every year into
them, and has ultimately prgduccd the enormous gvxl wl}lch x}fc ?H
{o juftly deplore, that of the great and unnatural proportion of the
people which is now become dcpcndcnﬁ upon chz.mty.1 e
If this be a juft reprefentation of the manner in which he.c a;: e
in queftion has been exccuted, and of the cf}e&s whic dlt balts
producéd, it muft be allowed that wc.h.avc practifed an unpar ;ona c
deccit upon the poor, and have promifcd x.)vhat we have begxl' very
far from performing. - It may be aﬁ'crtc"d, without danger o.f c:‘mggc-
ration, that the poor l_aws have deftroyed many morc l.lVCb >than~.
r have preferved. o . '
.tl’](fi‘hc attfmﬁts to cmploy the poor on' any: great {cale n mal}ui-‘
factures have - almoft invariably failed, and the ftock and materials
have been waftéd. In thofe few parifhes which, by b'cttcr' manage-
‘ment, or larger funds, have becn enabled to perfevere in this fyﬁ;m,
the effe@ of thefe new manufaGures in the market, muit have been,

EREE N

LA Subject of the Poor Laws continued. C 41y

before engaged in fabrications of a fimilar nature. This cffe@ has
.been placed in a ftrong point of view by Daniel de Foc, in an addrefs
to parliament, entitled, Giving alms no charity. Speaking of the
employment of parifh children in manufa@ures, he fays, For every
ikein of worfted thefe poor children {pin, there muft be a (kein the
lefs fpun by fome poor family that fpun it before ; and for cvery piece
of bays fo made in London, there muft be a piece the lefs made at
Colchefter, or fomewhere elfe® Sir F. M. Eden, on the fame
fubje&, obferves, that whether mops and brooms arc made by parifh
children, or by privatc workmen, no more can be fold than the
publick is in want of®, .

It will be faid, perhaps, that the fame reafoning might be applicd
to any new capital brought into compctition in a particular trade
or manufacture, which can rarcly be done without injuring, in fome
degree, thofe that werc engaged in it before.  But there is a material
difference in the two cafes. In this, the competition is perfe@ly
fair, and what cvery man, on entcring into bufinefs, muft lay his
account to. He may reft fectre that he fhall not be fupplanted,
unlefs his competitor poflefs fuperior 1kill' and induftry. In the
other cafe, the competition is fupported by a great bounty, by which
means, notwithﬂanding very inferior {kill and induftry, on the part
of his competitors, the inchcndcnt workman may be underfold, and -

N

* See extradls from Danicl de Foc, in Sir F. M. Eden’s valuable work on the pbor, :
vol. i. p. 261. : o )

b Sir F: Eden fpeaking‘ of the fuppofed right of the poor to be fupplied with employ-

- ment while able to work, and with a maintenance when incapacitated from labour, very

juftly remarks, ¢ [t may, however, be ddubtcd, whether any right, the gratification of
¢ which feems to be impra&icable, can be faid to exift,” vol. i. p. 447. No man has
colletted fo many materials for forming a judgment on the effe@ts of the poor faws as

Sir F. Eden, and the refult he thus exprefles, ¢ Upon the whole, therefore, there feems

¢ to be juft grounds for concluding that the fum of good to be expected fromt a com-
¢ pulfory maintenance of the poor, will be far outbalanced by the fum of evil which
< it will inevitably " create,” vol.i, p. 467. I am happy to have the fan&ion of fo
practical an inquirer to my opinion of the poor laws, ‘ '
3 H unjuftly
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‘unju{’dy excluded from the market.  He himfelf, pcrhaps, is made
- to. (,ontnbutc to this competltlon agdmﬁ his own carnmvs, and thc

funds for the - maintenance of labour are thus turned, from the
fuppoxt of a trade which yiclds a proper profit, to one which cannot
maintain itfelf without a bounty. It thould be obferved, in general,
that when a fund for the maintenance of labour is raifed by affefi-
ment, the greateft part of it is not a new capital brought into trade,
but an old one, which before was. much more profitably employed,
turncd into a new channel. The farmer pays to the poor’s rates, for

" the encouragement of a bad and unprofitable manufacture, what he

would have employed -on his land with infinitely more advantage
to his country. In the one cafe, the funds for the maintenance of
labour, are daily diminifhed ; in the othcr, daily increafed. And thlS

obvious tendency of afieffiments for the employment of the poor, to
- decreafe the real funds for the maintenance of labour in any country,
' aggrawates the abfurdity of fuppofing that it is in the power of a
" government to find employment for all -its {ubje&s, however faft

they may increafe.
It is not ntended that thefe rcafomngs ﬂlould be apphcd agamﬁ

cevery mode of employing the poor on” a limited feale, and with

{uch rcﬁ:rléhons, as might not encourage, at the fame -time, their
increafe. 1 would never wifh to pufh gencral prmmplcs too far,
though 1 think that they ought always to be kept in view. In
particular cafes, the individual good to be obtained may be fo great,
and the general cvil {o flight, that the former may clearly ovcrbalqncc
the latter. - :

The intention is merely to fhew, that the poor laws, as a general

fyftem, are founded on a grofs error ; and that the common decla-
mation on the fubject of the poor, whiéh ‘we fee fo often in print,
qnd hear continually in converfation, namely, that the market price
of labour ought always to be fufficient decently to fupport a family,
and that employment ought to be found for all thofe who are
willing to work, is in effet to fay, that the funds for the mairnte-

nance

“
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nance of labour, in this country, are not only infinite, but might be
made to increafe with fuch rapidity, that, fuppofing us to have at
prefentfix millions of labourers, including their families, we mi ight have
96 millions in another century; or-if thefe funds had been properly
managed fince the beginning of the reign of Edward 1. fuppofing that
there were then only two millions of labourers, we might now have
pofiefled above four million millions ‘of labourers, or about four thou-
fand times as many labourers as it has been calculated that there are
people now on the face of the carth.

3Hé ' CHAP,
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CHAP. VIL

- Of increafing Wealth as it Wﬁs the Condition qf the Poor.

Tue profeffed obje& of Dr. Smith’s inquiry, is, the ﬁatul;e and

caufes of the wealth of nations. There is another, however, pcrhaps

{till more mtercfhng, which he occaﬁonally mixes with it, the caufes
which affe@ the happinefs and comfort of the lower orders of
fociety, which is the moft numerous clafs in every nation. Iam
fufficiently aware of the near connexion of thefe two fubjedts, and
that, generally fpeaking, the caufes which contribute to increafe
the wealth of a flate, tend alfo to increafe the happinefs of the
lower claffes of the people. But perhaps Dr. Smith has confidered -
thefe two mqumes, as {till more nearly conne&ed than they really
arc; at leat, he has not ftopped to take notice of thofe inftances,
where the wealth of a focicty may increafe, according to his
definition of wealth, without having any tendency to increafe the
comforts of the labouring part of it.

I do not mean to enter into any phllofophlcal difcuffion of what
conflitutes the proper happinefs of man, but fhall merely confider *
two univerfally acknowledged ingredients, the command of the
neceflaries and comforts of life, and the pofleffion of health.

The comforts of the labouring poor muft ncceffarily depend upon
the funds deftined for the maintenance of labour; and will generally
be in proportion to the rapidity of their increafe. The demand for
labour, which fuch increafe occafions, will of courfe raife the value
of labour; and till the additional number of hands fequired are

reared,
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reared, thc increafed funds will be dlﬁnbutcd to the fame number
'of perfons as before, and therefore, every labourer will live compa-
ratively at his cafe. The crror of Dr.Smith lies in reprefenting
every increafe of the revenue or ftock of a fociety, as an increafe of
thefe funds. Such furplus ftock or revenue, will indeed alw ays be
confidered by the individual poflefling it, as an additional fund
from which he may maintain more labour: but it will not be a
real and effe@ual fund for the maintenance of an additional number
of labourers, unlefs the whole, or at leaft a great part of it, be

convertible into a proportional quantity of provifions; and it will
~ not be fo convertible where the increafe has arifen merely from the

producc of labour, and not from the produce of land. A diftin&ion
will in this cafe occur between the number of hands which the ftock
of the focicty could cmpIO), and thc number whxch its tcrntor)r
can maintain. : :

- Dr. Smith defincs the wealth of a ftate to be, the annual produce
of its land and labour. This definition evidently includes manu-
factured produce, as well as the produce of the land. Now, fup-
poﬁng a natlon, for a courfe of years, to add what it faved from its
yearly revenue’ to its manufa&unng capital folely, and not to its
capital cmploycd upon land, it is evident that it might grow richer

“according to the above definition, without a power of fupporting a

greater number of labourers, and therefore, without any increafe in
the real funds for the maintenance of labour. There would,

notwithﬁanding, be a demand for labour, from the power that cach .

manufa&urer  would poﬂ'cfs, or at leaft think he poffefled, of
extending his old ftock in trade, or of fetting up frefh works. - This
demand, would of courfe raife the price of labour; but if the yearly
ftock of provifions in . the country were not increafing, this rife
would foon turn out to be merely nominal, as the price of provifions
muft ncceflarily rife with it. ~ The demand for manufalturing

~‘labourers might, indeed, entice many from agriculture, and thus

tend to diminith the annual produce of the land; but we will
fuppofe
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fuppofe any effects of this kind to be compcnfated by 1 1mprovcmcnt3

in the inftruments, or mode, of agnculturc, and the - quantlty ‘of
provxﬁom therefore to remain the fame. Improvements in. manu-

fq&urmg machmcry would of courfe take place; and this circum- '
ftance, added to the greater number of hands employed in manu-
factures, would augment confiderably the annual produce of the

labour of thc country. ‘The wealth, therefore, of the country would

be mcrcaﬁng annually, according to thc deﬁmtxon, and rnlght not

be increafing very flowly.
The queftion is, how far, wealth, 1ncrcaﬁng in this Way, has a

tcndcncy to better thc condition of the labouring poor. It is a felf- -

evident propofition that any general advance in thc price of labour;
the ftock of provifions remaining. the fame, can only be a nominal

advance, as it muft ihortly be followed by a proportional rife in
prov1ﬁons The increafe m the price of labour which we hav@

fuppofed, would have no permanent effe@ therefore in giving to the
labouring poor a greater command over the neceffaries of life. ' In

this refpect, they would be nearly in the fame ftate as before. In’

fome other refpects, they would be in a worfe ftate. A greater
proportlon of them would be employed in manufa@ures, and fewer

confequently in agriculture. ~And this exchange of profeﬁ' ions will -

be allowed, I think, by all to be very unfavourable, in refpect of
health, one eflential 1ngrcdlent of happinefs, and alfo with regard to
the greater uncertainty of manufacturing labour, arlﬁng from the
capricious tafte of man, the accidents of war, and other caufes, which -
occafionally produce very fevere diftrefs among the lower clafles of
fociety. On the ftate of the poor employed in manufa&ories, with
refpect to health and other circumftances which affe@ their happi-
nefs, I will beg leave to quote a paflage from Dr, A1k1n s defcnptlon
of the country round Manchefter. . : -
¢ The invention and improvements of machines to fhorten labou;,
“ have had a furprlﬁng 1nﬂucncc to extend our trade, and alfo to
: “ call -
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call ‘in hands from all pdfts, cfpecially children for the cotton

“mills. It is the wife plan of Providence, that in this life therc

thall be no good without its attendant inconvenience.  There are
many which are too -obvious in thefe cotton mills and fimilar
fadtoriés, which countera@ that increafe of population ufually
confequent on the improved facility of labour. In thefe, children
of very tender age arc employed, many of them colleéted from

“the ‘workhoufes in London and Weftminfter, and tranfported in

crowds, as apprentices to mafters refident many hundred miles
diftant, where they ferve unknown, unprotected, and forgotten by
thofe to whofc care, nature, or the laws, had conﬁgncd them. Thefe
children are ufually too long confined to work in clofc rooms,
often during the whole night. The air they breath from the
oil, &c. employed in the machinery, and other circumftances, is
injurious ) little attention is paid to their cleanlinefs; and frequent
changes from a warm and denfe, to a cold.and thin atmofphere,
arc predifpofing caufes to ficknefs and difability, and particularly
to the epldumck fever which 1s fo generally to be met with in
thefe factories. ' It is alfo much.to be qucftxoned, if focicty docs
not receive detriment, from the manner in which children are
thus employed during their carly years. They arc not generally
ftrong to labour, or capable of purfuing any other branch of
bufinefs when the term -of their apprenticefhip expires. The
females arc wholly uninftruéted in fowmgj, knn.tmg, and other
domeftick affairs, rcqulﬁte to m'lLC them notable, and frugal
wives and mothers. Thisisa V(.ry great misfortune to them and
the publick, as is fadly proved by a comparifon of the families of
labourers in hufbandry, and thofe of manufaurers in general.
In the former we meet with neatnefs, cleanlinefs and comfort;
in the latter, with filth, rags, and poverty, although their wages
may be nearly double to thofc of the hufbandman. It muit be
added that the want of early religious inftruction and cxample,

““ and
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¢ and the numerous and indifcriminate affociation in thefe buxldmgs,

“ are very unfavourable to their future condud i in life?,

In addition to the evils mentioned in this paﬁage, we all know
how fubjeét particular manufactures are to fail, from the caprice of
tafte, or the accident of war. The weavers of Spitalficlds were
plunged into the moft fevere diftrefs by the fathion of muflins inftead
of filks; and numbers of the workmen in Sheffield and Birming-

‘ham were, for a time, thrown out of employment, from the adoption

of thoe-ftrings and covered buttons, inftead of buckles and metal
buttons. Our manufa&ures, taken in the mafs, have increafed with
great rapidity, -but, in particular places, they have failed, and the

" parifhes, where this has happened, are invariably loaded with a crowd

of poor, in the moft diftrefled and miferable condition. In the work
of Dr. Aikin juft alluded to, it 'appears that the regifter for the
collegiate church at Manchefter, from Chriftmas 1793 to Chriftmas
1794, ftated a decreafe of 168 marriages, 538 chriftenings, and 250
burials. © And in the parith of Rochdale, in the neighbourhood, a
ftill more melancholy redudion, in proportion to the number of
people, took place. In 1792, the births were 746, the burials 646,
and the marriages 339. In 1794, the births were 373, the burials
671, and the marriages 199. The caufe of this fudden check to
populatlon, was the commencement of the war, and the failure of
commercial - credit, which occurred about this time; and fuch a
check could not have taken place, in fo fudden a manner, without
being occafioned by the moft fevere diftrefs. .

Under fuch circumftances of fituation, unlefs the increafe of the
riches of a country from manufactures, give the lower claffes of the

focicty, on” an average, a decidedly greater command over.the

2 P. 219. Endeavours have been made, Dr. Aikin fays, to remedy thefe evils, and
in fome fadteries they have been attended with fuccefs. An a& of parliament has of
late alfo paffed on this fubje, from which it is hoped, that much good will refult.

. 3 . neceffarics

~ . mecéflaries and convéniencies of life, it will not appear that their
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condition is improved. -

It will be faid, pcrhaps, that the advance in the price of provifions
will 1mmcdxatcly turn fome additional capital into the channel of
agnculture, and thus occafion a much greater produce. But from
t*{penencc, it appears, that this is an effe®t which takes place very
flowly, partlcularly when, as in the prefent inftance, an advance in
‘the price of labour had preceded the advance in the price.of
provifions, and would therefore tend to impede the good cffeds
upon agriculture, which the increafed ‘value of the producc ot
land might otherwife have occafioned.

It may alfo be faid, that the additional capital of. the nation.
would enable it to import provxﬁons, fufficient for the maintenance
of thofe whom its_ftock could employ. A fmall country, with a
large navy, and great accommodations for inland éarriagc, may

. indeed import and diftribute an effeftual quantity of provifions:

. but in large landed nations, if they may be fo called, an importation ) ]
adequate at all times to the demand, is fearcely poflible. It feems o g
in great meafure to have cfcaped attention, that a nétion, which, o

~ from its extent of territory and population, muft neceflarily |
fupport the greater part of its people on the produce of its

" own foil; but which yet, on average years, draws a fmall portion
of its corn from abroad, is in’'a much more precarious fituation,
with regard to the conftancy of its fupplies, than fuch ﬂ;atce
as draw almoft the whole of their provifions from other coun-
trics. ‘The demands of Holland and Hamburgh may be known
with confiderable accuracy by thofe who fupply them. If they
increafe, they increafc gradually, and are not fubje& from ycar to
year, to any great and fudden variations. But it is otherwife with S
fuch a country as England.  Suppofing it, in average years, to want o {

about four hundred thoufand quarters of wheat. Such a demand
will of courfe be very caﬁly fupplied.  But a year of deficient crops
-occusrs, and the demand is fuddenly two millions of quarters, . If
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the demand had been, on an average, two millions, it might perhaps
have been adequatcly fupplicd, from the extended agriculture of thofe
countrics which are in the habit of " cxporting - corn : ‘but we cannot
exped that -1t can cafily be anfwered thus fuddenly; and indccd;
“we know from cxperience, that an unufual demand of this nature,

the price of .wheat very - confiderably in all the ports of Europe.
‘Hamburgh, Holland, - and the ports of the Baltic, felt ~ver}} fehﬁb]y

the high prices of England during the late {carcity ; and I have been -

informed from very good authority, that the price of bread in New
! York was little inferior to the higheft priccy in London. _ s
A nation, poflefled of a large territory, is unavoidably.fubjeé'i to

this uncertainty in its means of fubfiftence, when the commercial

part of its population is either equal to, or has increafed beyond, the

furplus produce of its cultivators. No referve being, in thefe cafes,

‘left in cxportation, the full effet of every deficiency from unfa-

vourable feafons muft neceffarily be felt; and though the riches of

{uch a country may enable it, for a certain period, to continue raifing

" the nominal pricé of wages, fo as to give the l(')wcrvclaﬂ’cs of the
fociety a power of purchafing imported corn at ahigh price; yet, as

a fudden démand can very feldom be fully anfwered, the competition

in the market will invariably raife the price of provifions, in full
proportion to the advance in the price ‘of labour; the lower claffes

! will be but little relieved; and the dearth will operate feverely
throughout all the ranks of focliety. S I
© + According to the natural order of things, years of fcarcity muft

“occafionally recur, in all landed nations.’ They ought always

therefore to enter into our confideration ; and the profperity of any
eountry may juﬁiy be confidered as precarious, in which the funds
for the maintenance of labour are liable to great and fudden fluctu=
ations, from every unfavourable variation in the fcafons. ‘

© But putting, for the prefent, years of {carcity out of the queftion;

~when the commercial population of any country increafes fo much
A , g : beyond
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béyon‘d the furplus produce of the cultivators, .that the demand for
imported corn is not cafily fupplied, and the price rifes i proportion
to the price of wages, no further increafe of riches will have any
tendency to give the labourer a greater command over the neceflarics
of life. . In the progrefs of wealth, this will naturally take place;
cither from the largenefs of the fupply wanted; the increafed
diftahcq from which it is brought, and confequently the increafed
cxpence of importation ; the greater confumption of it in the countrics
in which it is ufually purchafed; or what muft unavoidably happen,
the ncceflity of a greater diftance of inland carriage, in thefe coun-
tries. Such amnation, by increafing induftry, and incfeaﬁng ingenuity
in the improvement of machinery, may ftill go on increafing the
yearly quantity of its manufactured produce; but its funds_for the
maintenance of labour, and confequently its population, will be
perfe&ly ﬁationary. ‘This point is the natural limit to the population
of all commercial ftates.*. , . o R
- That every increafe of the ftock or revenuc of a: nation’ cdnﬁgt
be confidered as an increafe of the real funds for the mqintcnaﬁcc
of labour, and therefore, cannot have the fame good effeé upon
the condition of the poor, will appear in a ftrong light, if the
argument be applied to Chin'a. . S . S
Dr. Smith obferves, that China has probably long been as rich
as the nature of her laws and inftitutions will admit ; but that, with

other laws and inftitutions, and .if foreign commerce were held in

honour, fhe might ftill be much - richer. The queftion is, would
fuch an increafe of wealth, be an increafe of the real funds for the

" maintenance of labour, and confequently tend to place the lower

claffes of people in China in a ftate of greater plenty ? _

“If trade and forcign commerce were held in great honour in China,
it is evident, that, from the great number of labourers, and “the
cheapnefs of labour, the might work up manufactures for foreign
fale to an immenf¢ amount. It is equally evident, that, from the

* Sir James Steuart’s Political (Economy, vol. i b.i. ¢, xviil. p. 1104
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great bulk of provifions, and the amazing extent of her inland
territory, fhe could not in return import fuch a quantity, as would
be any fenfible addition to the annual ftock of fubfiftence in' the
country. Her immenfe amount of manufactures, therefore, the
would exchange chiefly for luxuries collected from all parts of the
world. - At prefent it appears, that no labour whatever is fpared in
the produ&lon of food. The country is rather overpeopled in
proportion to what its ftock can employ, and labour is therefore fo
abundant, that no pains are taken to abridge it.
of this is probably the greateft produion of food that the foil can

- poffibly afford; for it will be generally obferved, that procefles for

abridging labour, though they may enable a farmer to bring a certain
quantity of grain cheaper to market, tend rather to diminifh than
incrcafe the whole produce. An immenfe capital could not be
employed in China in preparing manufactures for foreign trade,
without taking off fo many labourers from agriculture, as to alter
this ftate of things, and, in fome degree, to diminith the producp of
the country. The demand for manufacturing labourers would
naturally raife the price of labour; but as the quantity of fubfiftence
would not be increafed, the price of provifions would keep pace
with it, or even more than keep pace’ with it, if the quantity of
provxﬁons were really decreafing. The country would; however, be
evidently advancing in wealth; the exchangeable value of the annua}
produce of its land and labour weuld be annually augmented; yet

the real funds for the maintenance of labour would be ftationary, ox.

even declining; and confequently the increafing wealth of the nation:
would tend rather to deprefs than to raife the condition of the poor 2

» The condition of the poor in China is, indeed, very miferable at prefent; but- this
is not owing to their want of forcign' commerce, but to. their extreme tendency to
mamagc and increafe ; and if this tendency. were to continue the fame, the only. way in
which the introduétion of a greater number of manufafturers could poflibly make the
lower claffes of people richer, would be, by increafing the- mortality amongft tliem,. which
is certainly not a very defirable mode of growing rich.. With

: : ith
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With regard to the command over the ncceflaries of life, they would.
be in the fame, or rather worfc ftate, than before; and a great part
of them would have exchanged the healthy labours of agriculture for-

~the unhealthy occupations of manufaturing indﬁﬁry.

The argument, perhaps, appears clearer when applied to China,.
becaufe it is generally: allowed, that its wealth has been long

ftationary, and its foil cultivated nearly to the utmoft. With regard’

to any other country, it might always be a matter of difpute, at
which of the two periods compared, wealth was increafing the
fafteft, as it is upon the rapidity of the increafe of wealth,. at any
particular period, that, Dr. Smith fays, the condition” of the poor
depends. It is evident, however, that two nations might increafe
exadly with the fame rapidity in the cxchangeable valuc of the
annual produce of their land and labour; yet, if onc had applied itfelf

\chLeﬂy to agriculture, and the other chiefly to commerce,. the funds

for the maintenance of labour, and confequently the effect of the
increafe of wealth in each nation, would be. extremely different.
In that, which had applied itfelf chiefly to agriculture, the poor
would live in greater plenty, and population would rapidly increafe..
In that, which had applied itfelf chiefly to commerce, the poor
would be comparatively but little benefited,
population would either be ftationary,.or increafe very flowly.

CHAPE:
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Of t;ze Dg/i.n{'lion: of Wealth. Agricultural and Commercial S_X/}cllls: -

A qucsTion feems naturally to arife here, whether the exchange-
able value of the annual produce of the land and labour, is the pro-
per definition of the wealtli of a country, or whether mercly the
produce of land, according to the French Economifts, may not be a
- more corre¢t dcﬁnltxon._ Certain it 1s, that cvcry increafe of wealth,
according to this definition, will be an increafe of the funds for the

maintenance of labour, and confequently will always tend to amelio-

. rate the condition of the labouring poor, and increafe population ;
though an increafe of wealth, according to Dr. Smith’s definition,
will by no means 1n\"111ably have the fame tendency. And yet it

may not follow from this conﬁdcratlon, that Dr Smith’s deﬁm-

tion is falfe.’

The Economifts confider all labour employed in manufaures as
unprodudive ; and in endeavouring to difprove this pofition, Dr.
Smith has been accufed of arguing obfcurely and inconclufively.
He appears to me, however, only incorreét in applying his own
definition to -try the rcafoning, by which the Econpmii’cs fupport
theirs; when, in fa@, the queftion was, refpecting the truth or falfe-

* hood of the definitions themfelves ;- and, of courfe, one could not be
" applicd asa teft to the other. Nothing can be more clear than that
manufa&ures increafe the wealth of a ftate according to Dr. Smith’s
definition ; and it is cqually clear, that they do not increafe it, accord-
ing\to the definition of the Economifts. The queftion of the pro-
ductivencfs or unprodudtivenefs of manufadurcs, is allowed by the
S Economifts

o e b e e
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Economifts to be a queftion rcfpc&ing net produce; and the deters
minatien of this queftion either way, would not affeét Dr. Smith'’s

~ definition, which- includes produce of every kind, whether nect, or

otherwife. "And in the fame manner, the proof of a net produce
arifing to individuals from manufactures, would not really invalidate -
the definition of the Economifts, though they have laid themfelves
open. to objections from this quarter,: by the manner in whlch they
have defended their pofition. ‘ '

They fay, that labour employed upon land is produé’twc, bccaufc the
produce, over (md above completely paying the Jabourer and the farmer,
affords a clear rent to the landlord ; and that the labour cmployed
upon a picce of lace is unprodudtive,; becaufe it merely replaces the
provifions that the workman had confumed while making it, and
the ftock of his employer, without affording any clear rent whatever.
‘But fuppofing the valuc of the wrought lace to be fuch, as that
befides paying in the moft complete manner, the workman and his

‘employer, it could afford a clear rent to a third perfon, the ftate of

the cafe ‘would not really be altered. Though, according to this

- mode of reafoning, the man employed in the manufacture of lace,

would, upon the plcfcnt fuppofition, appear to be a produdive
labourer ; yet, according to their définition of the wealth of a fate,.
he ought not to be confidered in that hght He will have added
nothmg to the produce of the Jand. He has confumed a portion of
this produce, and has lngt a picce of lace in return ; and though he
may fell this piece of lace for three times the quantity of provifions
which he confumed while he was making it, and thus be a \\v’cty
productive labourer with regard "to himfelf; yet he has added
nothing by his Jabour to the cflential wealth of the ftate. )

- Suppofe, that two hundred thoufand men, who are now employed
in producing manufactures, that only tend to gratify the vanity of a
few rich people, were to be employed on'fome barren uncultivated
land, and to produce only.half of . thc quantity of food that they

themfelves
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themfelves confumed, they might ftill be confidered, in fome refpedts,
“as more productive labourers than they were before. In their former
‘employment, they confumed a certain portion of the food of the
country, and left in return fome filks and laces. . In their latter em-
ployment, they ‘confumed the fame quantity of food, and left in
return, provifion for a hundred thoufand men. There can be little
doubt which of the two legacies would be the moft really beneficial
to the country, and which, according to the definition of the E_cono—
-mifts, would add the moft tothe_ wealth of the ftate. ' -
A capital employed upon land may Jay be c unproductive to the individual
‘that employsit,and yet be produdiveto the fociety. Acapital employed -
in trade, on the contrary, may be highly producive to the indi-
vidual, and yet be almoft totally unproductive to_the fociety. Itis
indeed impoffible to fec the great fortunes that are made in com-
merce, and, at the fame time, the hbcrahty with which {o many

merchants live, and yet agree in the ftatgment of the Economifts, |

that manufalurers can only grow rich by depriving themfelves of
the funds deftined for their fupport. -In many branches of trade the
proﬁts are {o grcat, as would allow of a clear rent to a third perfon ;
.but as thcre is no third perfon in the cafe, and all the profits centre
in the mcrchant or mafter mauufa&urer, he feems to have a fair
chance of growing rich without much privation, and we confe-
‘quently fee large fortunes acquired in tradc by perfons who have not-
been remarked for their parfimony. - '
Thefe fortunes, however, by which individuals are greatly enriched,
do not enrich proportionally the whole fociety, and, in fomc.refpc&s,
have even a contrary tendency. The home trade of confumption is
by far the moft important trade of every nation. Putting then, for
a moment, foreign trade out of the queftion, the man who, by an
ingenious manufacture, obtains a double portion out of the old ftock
«of provifions, will certainly not be fo ufeful to the fiate, as the man,
: who, by his labour, adds a ﬁngle fhare to the former ftock. Ala:d
3 this

j'!‘_(“;‘r"w o
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this view of the fubjc&' fhews that manufa@ures are- effentially
different from the produce of the land, and that the queftion
‘refpe@ing theit - produéhvenefs, or unproduuwenefs, by no -’ means
‘depends entirely upon the largenefs of the ‘profits upon them, or
upon their yielding or not yiclding a clear rent. If the Econo-
mifts would ailow, which, from the manner in which they expreﬁ
‘themfelves, thcy might be fofnctimes fuppofed to ‘do, that ' the
value yielded by manufaGurers was of the fame nature as the pro-

duce of the land, though it were allowed to be only accurately equal -

‘to the value of their confumption, they ccrtamly could not maintain
the pofition that land is the-only fource of wealth. A marridage which
produces two children, though it contain in itfelf no prmmplc of
increafe, yet it adds to the fum of the a&ual population, which would
have been lefs by two perfons, if the marriage had been really barren.

But the fa& is, that though the language of the Economifts has fairly .
.warranted this illuftration, which Dr. Smith glvcs 3 yet ‘the illuf-

tration itfelf is incorre@. In the cafe of the marriage, the two chil-

~dren are really a new production, a COmplctcly new éreation But

manufactures, ftri¢tly fpeaking, are no new production, no ‘new crea-
tion, but merely a modification of an old one,  and when fold muft

‘be paid for out -of a revenue already in exiftence, and confequently

the gain of the feller is the lofs of the buyer. A révenue is trans-
ferred, but not created. S .

If, in aflerting the producivencss, of the labour employcd upon
land, we look only to the. clear monied rent yielded toa ccrhm num-

~ ber of proprictors, we undoubtcd]y confider the fubject in a very

contracted point of view. The quantity of the furplus produce of the

* cultivators is, indeed, meafured by this clear rent; but its real value

confifts in its capability of fupporting a certain number of people, or
millions of people, according to its cxtent, all cxempted from the

~Iabour of procuring their own food, and who may, therefore, either live

without manual cxcxtnom, or cmploy thcmfclvcs in modifying the
3K .oTaw.
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raw produce of nature into the forms beft fuited to the gratiﬁcatiox{

of man. i} » :

. A net monied revenue, arifing from manufactures, of the fame
extent, and to the fame number of individuals, would by no means

be accompanied by the fame circumftances. - It would throw the
country in which it exifted into an abfolute dependence upon the
furplus produce of othcys; and if this foreign revenue could not be
obtained, the clear monied rent, which we have fuppofed, would bc
abfolutely of no value to the nation. ~~ * S

... As manufactures are not a -new production, but - thec modification
of an old one, the moft natural and obvious way of eftimating them,
is by the labour which this modification ‘cofts, At the fame time,
it may be doubted, whether we can fay pofitively, that the price of
this - labour, added to the price of the raw material; is exactly their
real value, The ultimatt; value of cvery thing, aceording to the
gencral reafoning of the Economifts, confifts in being propre a la
Jouiffance. - In this x_ficw, fome manufa&ures are of very high value;
and in general, they may be faid to be worth to the purchafer what
that purchafer will confent to give.. In the actual ftate of things, from

‘monopolies, from fuperior machinery, or other caufes, they are gene-

~ rally fold a price above what the ‘Economifts confider as their real

worth ; and with regard to a mere monied revenuc to an individual,
there isncapparent difference, between a manufa&ure which.yiclds vc,;!:y
Tlarge profits, and a piece of land which is farmed by the proprictor”,

Land, in an enlarged view of the fubjed, is incontrovertibly the
fole fource of all riches; but when we take individuals or particular

= T do not mean to fay that the Economifts do not fully comprehend the true diftintion
between the labour employed upon land, amf the labour cmployéd'in manufallures, and
really undf:rﬁnnd the value of the furplus produce of the’cultiv»ators, as totally diftinct
from the net monied revenue which it yields; but it‘appénrs to me that they have expoled
themfelves to be mifunderftood, in their reafonings refpedting the produlivenc(s of}m{d,
and the unprodu@ivenefs of manufactures, by dwelling too much on the circum(tance of

* a net rent to individuals, In an enlarged fenfe, itis certainly true, that Jand is the only

fource of net rent,
nations
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nations ‘iito ‘our view, : the ftate of the qucftion is altered; as both

‘pations and individuals may be enriched by a transfer of revenue, =

without the crcation of a new onc. | Sl
«There are none of the definitions of the wealth of a ftate that are
not liable .to fome objections. If we take the grofs produce- of the
land, it is cvident that the funds for the maintenance of labour, the .
pbpulation, and the wealth, may increafc very rapidly,. whilc the
nation is apparently poor, and has very little difpofeable revenuc.. If
we. take Dr. Smith’s definition, wealth may increafc as has before
been fhewn, - without tending to increafe the funds for the main-
tenance of labour and the population, — If -we take the clear furplus
produce of the land, according to'moft of the Economifts; in this
cafe, the funds for the maintenance of labour and the population may
increafe; without an increafe of wealth, as in the inftance of the cul-
tivation of new lands, which will pay a ‘profit but not a rent ; and,
wice verfa, weaith méy increafe, without increafing the funds for the
maintenance of labour, and the 'poé)ulation, as in the inftance of
improvements in agricultural inftruments, and in the mode of agri-
culture, which may make the land yicld the fame produce, . with
fewer perfons employed upon it ; and confequently the difpofeable
wealth, or revenue, would be increafed, without a power of fupport-
ing a greater number of people. . o T

The objeions, however, to the two laft definitions do not prove
that they arc incorrect; but merely that an iincreafc - of wealth,
though generally, is not neceffarily and invariably accompanicd by
an increafe of the funds for the maintenance of labour ; and confe-
quently, by the power of fupporting a greater number of pcop“lve,'or
of enabling the former number to live in greater plenty and hap-

' pinefs.

Whichever of thefe two definitions is adopted, as the beft criterion
of the wealth, power, and profperity of a ftate, the great pofition of -
the Economifts will always remain true, that the furplus produce of
the cultivators is the great fund which ultimately pays all thofe who
. 3K2 -+ arc

1 | B

H
#
t




XTI B et
- 7

V greatly to add to the riches of a flate,

Teal revenue of the nation is virtually increafed.
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number of manufadurers, of - proprictors,
the various civil and military profeffion
tioned to this furplus - produce, -and cannot in the nature of things
increafe beyond it. If the earth had been fo niggardly of her pro-
duce as to oblige all her inhabitants to labour for it, no manufaturers
oridle perfons could ever have cxifted. “But her firft intercourfe
with man was a voluntary prefent ; not very large indeed, but fuffi-
- cient as a fund for his fubfiftence, till by the proper cxercife of his
facultjes he could procure a'greater. In proportion as the labour and
ingcnuity of man, exercifed upon the land, have increafed this furplus

produce, leifure has been given to a- greater number of perfons to
employ t

and of perfons engaged in

life. And though, in its turn, the defire to profit by thefe inventions,

has greatly contributed to ftimulate the cultivators to increafe their

furplus produce ; yet the order of precedence is clearly the furplus
‘produce ;- becaufe the funds for the fubfiftence of the manufaQurer

muft be advanced to him, before he can complete his work : and if

we were to imagine that we could command this furplus produce,
‘whenever we willed it, by forcing manufa&ures, we thould be quickly
admonifhed of our grofs error, by the inadequate fupport which the
workman would receive, in fpite of any rife that might take place in
his nominal wages. ’

~ According to the fyftem of the Economifts, manufa@ures are ag

obje&t on which revenue is fpent, and not any part of the revenue -

tfelf*,  But though from this defcription of manufadures, and the

epithet
* Even upon-this fyftem, there is one point of view, in which manufaltures appear
-The ufe of a revenue, according to the Economifts,. 7
will of courfe be fpent in manufatures. Butif by the.
Curing capital, thefe commodities grow confiderably
comes proportionably of fo much greater value, and the
There is no light, perhaps, in which

e

is to be fpent ; aud a great partof it
Jjudicious employment of manufa
cheaper, the furplus produce be

. BOOK IIT,
are riot employed upon the land., " Throughout the whole world, the

s, muft be exactly propor- -

hemfelves in all the inventions which embellith civilized
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;t.het-‘ﬁe;rilc fometimes applied to them,’ th.ey fecm- gq_the,r to. l:c

ZPL raded by the terms of the Economifts, it is a very grcat(g‘rqftllz

ﬁjﬁpbfc‘ that their fyftem is really unfavourable to them. ~On

iev it is /{tem by which
" contrary, T'am difpofed to belicve, thatit is the only fyftem by

commerce and mamifa&urcg‘ca»n pvrevail to a veryt hg:ca;c:;:enﬁ;‘_
without bringing with them, at the fz.lrnc. ‘tl;};{;ﬁa he feo high_
their own ruin. Beforc the late rcvolutton in f,its ¢ high
pﬁcc .of the neceflaries of ]if; had fic{’croycd ml;m)l;c(l)l o man
factures®. Monopolies are always .fub_]eé’t to be bro .el(,l and cven
the advantage of capital and machinery, Wthl}i ‘maﬁ {!)1 e oo
nary profits for a time, 1s I»iabl“c to l?c greatly leflene ldy e compe”
tition of other nations. In the hiftory of the world,

. - s and
" whofe wealth has been derived principally from manufactures an

commerce, have been perfectly ephemeral bc.:mgs, com})tn;':di:vtlltlt
“thofe, the bafis of whofe wealth has been agnculture’. e
nature of things, that a ftate which fubfifts upon Aa gcvcm'xu urnithed
by other countrics, ‘muft be infinitely more expofe ’.co a ! 1~
dents of time and chance, than on; Whtl;ht p;'fc')dnxi;ctsa{{ti; ;“cﬁ;eas o
- .No error is more frequent, than a' of o O S
caufes. We are fo blinded by thc,ﬂ)cwm(és lo {¢1C mercs ehe
mar’mfzi&urcs, as to believe that they are almc:>B ttxecrﬁa ey may_
wealth, power, and profpcrity of England. u pl pt.l,c <y ey
suftly confidered as the confequences, than J «
f}flsn ::Zletll:ﬁ yAccording to the definition of tl'le ‘Ellcor‘lo;:{ftis,c ;11:;1;
confiders only the produce of land, England is the ;1(; ot countey
in Eurbpe in proportion to her fize. Her fyﬁem{ol ]uf ulee
beyond comparifon better, and confequently .bcr . u.lp E? pduce s
more confiderable, France ig very greatly iupgnox to. England

“ e c € M ! y ![
d() not CO”)p‘Ltely l‘\l[ht) DA- bﬂlldl 1mn CJlllllg lu.l“u‘abt\“l"g klbou‘ P'

& it 3 y wvarrants a ‘) [§ ex )‘a““” [he
lt“(st 1Cl1ie Of th it tenm ;. 1t full warrants .“ [he ams h 7 ]ms tal\cn n I g

ature ﬂlld Cﬂ(.CtS 0{ Conllnelcl.ll Ca])ltd 111l O e di n Of lufslét“““ L‘ho .
t ’ I, d l f th (1 \lﬁo mar g
natu ur

"2 Smith’s Wealth of Nations, vol, iil. b, v. ¢ i p. 392..
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‘ land, agiﬁng from her agriculture, which enables her to fupport fuch a

~admit of a doubt, that the number of perfons employed in agricul-

- average ‘importation of corn, as yet, bears but a finall proportion to

-encouraged her cultivators to obtain this great furplus produce, and
>

-manufaétures produce this cffe in a’ certain degree, is truc ; - but
. . . - ¢ g
that they fometimes produce a contrary cffed, and generally fo, when

agriculture demand nothing more. - When too great a part of a .

3

cxtent of tcrritory and- population; but when the furplus produce

. S Cy

or difpofeable revenue of the two nations are compared, the fupcriority

of France almoft vanifhes. And it is this great furplus prodﬁcé in Eng-
s =]

vaft body of manufadures, fuch formidable flcets and armies, fuch a
crowd of perfons engaged in the liberal profeffions, and a pr;portion
of the fociety living on moncy rents, very far bcyoﬁd what has ever
been known' in any other country of the world. Acgording to the
returns lately made of the population of England and Wales, it
appears that the number of perfons employed in agriculture, is c’on-
fiderably lefs than a fifth part of the whole. ' There is re’afon‘ to
‘bclic'vc t.hat the claffifications in thefe returns are incorre@ : but
making very great allowances fo; errors of this nature, it can fcz:rccly

ture is very unufually {fmall in proportion to the actual produce. Of
lgtc years .mdeed, the part of the fociety, not conne@ed .with agri-
culture, has unfortunately increafed beyond this prodﬁcc; but the

tha-t which is grown in the country, and confequently the power

which England poflefles of fupporting fo vaft a body of idle con :

f - S, . . " . ‘- . - P

umers muft be attributed principally to the greatnefs of her furplus

produce. : , I k
It will be faid that it was her commerce and manufa&tures which

therefore indire@ly, if not dire&ly, createdit. That commerce and
carricd to excefs, is equally true, Undoubtedly agriculture cannot

ﬂou}'i[h without a vent for its commodities, either at hoine or abroad;
but when this want has been adequately fupplicd, the interefts of .

nation 1s engaged in commerce and manuafactures, it is a clear proof, o
1 ' ~ th
) R ] that,. ¥
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that‘,feith'erA from undue encouragement, or from other "pzirtiéular
caufes, a capital is employed in this way to much greater advantage
than on land; and under fuch circumftances, it is impoflible, that
the land fhould not be robbed of ‘much of the capital which would
naturally have fallen to its fhare. Dr. Smith juftly obferves, that the
navigation a&, and the monopoly of the colony trade, neceflarily
forced into a particular and not very advantageous channel, a greater

_ proportion of the capital of Great Britain than would otherwife have

gone to it; and by thus taking capital from other employments, and
at the fame timc univerfally raifing the-rate of Britifh mercantile
profit, difcouraged the improvement of the land ®.  If the improve-
ment of land, he goes on to fay, affords a greater capital than what

can be drawn from an equal capital in any mercantile employment,

the land ‘will draw -capital from mercantile employments. If the
profit be lefs, mercantile employments will draw capital from the
improvement of land. The monopdly, therefore, by raifing the rate
‘of Britith mercantile profit, and thus difcouraging agricultural im-
provement, has ncceflarily retarded the natural increafe of a great

“original fource of revenue, the rent of land®. ; .

- The Eaft and Weft Indies, are indeed fo great an object, and afford
émployment with high profits, to fo great a capital, that it is impof-

fible that they fhould not draw capital from other employments, and

particularly from the cultivatipn of the foil, the profits upon which,
in general, arc unfortunatcly very fmall. . . . -
All corporations, patents, and cxclufive privileges of cvery kind,

which abound fo much in the mercantile fyftem, have in proportion

to their cxtent the fame effe@t.  And the cxperience of the laft
twenty ycars fecems to warrant us in concluding, that the high price
of -‘proviﬁon's arifing {rom the abundancé of co_nimcrcial wealth,
accompaniced, as it has been, by very great variations, and by a great

rife, in the price of labour, does not operate as an encouragement to -

2 Woealth of Nations, vol. ii. b.iv. c. vii.,p. 435, b 1d. p. 436.
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agriculture, fufficient to make it keep pace \fv'tth thc' i'apid ftrides of
commerce. ' R .

It will be faid, perhaps, that land is always improved by the redun-
dancy of commercial capital. - But this effe& is Iat¢ and flow, and
in the nature of things cannot take place:till this capital is really
redundant, which it never is, while the intereft of moncy and the
profits of mercantile ftock are high. We cannot look forwards to
any confiderable cffe&t of this kind till the intereft of money finks to
3 per cent. When men can get 5 or 6 per cent. for their moncy,

“without any trouble, they will hardly venture a capital upon land,

where, including rifks, and the profits upon their own labour and

“attendance, they may not get much more. Wars and loans, as far

as internal circumftances are concerned, impede but little the pro-
gfefs of thofe branches of commerce where the profits 'of ﬁ:ocfk a'fc
high ; but affe& very confiderably the incrcafe of that more eflential
and permanent fource of wealth, the improvement of t.hc land, It
is in this point, I am inclined to believe, that the nz.lt‘lonal debt of
England has been moft injurious to her. By abforbing ?hc rcdqn.f
dancy of commercial capital, and keeping up the rate of 'mtercﬁ,'lt
has prevented this capital from overflowing upon the foll. And a
largé mortgage® has thus been cftablifhed on the lands of Englanld,

' ‘ the

s One of the principal errors of the French Economifts appears to be on the fubje&t of
taxation. « Admitting, as I thall be difpofed to do, that the furplus produc.e of the land
is the fund which pays every thing befides the food of the cultivators ; yet it {eems to be
a miftake to fuppofe, that the owners of land are the fole proprietors of this furplu.s pro-
duce. It appears to me, that every man who has realized a capital in money, on which he

can live without labour, has virtually a mortgage on the land for a certain portion of the

furplus produce.  This mortgage may not indeed be fo well fccﬁred,' as thofe which
ufually bear this title, or as the money rent of the land-oxyncr ; but while the power of
obtaining this monied intereft remains, its effe@, or command over ‘thc furplus produce,
is exaly the fame. The landholders, therefore, are not the fole proprictors of fur[zlus pro-
duce; and their joint proprictors, thofe who live upon the intereft of money, certainly pay
a general tax in the fame manner as the landholders, and cannot throw it off from their

thoulders, like thofe who live upon the profits of ftock, or the wages of labour. Praéti-
cally,

CHAP.VIIL.  Agricultural and Commercial Syflems. 441

the intereft of which is drawn from the payment of produ@ive labour,
and dedicated to the fupport of idle confumers.
X S S ) . .
cally, indeed, it cannot be doubted that even the profits of ftock and the wages of labour,
‘ particularly of profeffional labour, pay fome taxes on neceffaries, and mahy on luxurics,
for a very confiderable time, The real furplus produce of this country, or all the pro-
duce not a&u:illy: confumed by the éu_ltivators, is a very different thing, and fhould
carefully be diftinguithed from the fum of the net rents of the Jandlords, - This fum, it
is fuppofed, does not much exceed a fifth part of the grofs produce. The remaining four
fifths, is certainly not confumed by the labourers and horfes employed in agriculure;
but a very confiderable portion of it is paid by the farmer, in taxes, in the inftruments of
agriculture, and in the manufactures ufed in his own family, and in the families of his
labourers. It is in this manner that a kind of mortgage is ultimately eftablithed on the
land, by taxes, and the progrefs of commercial wealth ; and in this fenfe, all taxes certainly
fall upon the land. Before the exiftence of national debts, and the accumulation. of
monied capitals, the fimple tetritorial impoft would be the faireft and moft eligible of all
taxes; but when thefe mortgagesalluded to have been actually eftablifthed, and the intereft
of them cannot be changed with every new tax, which in many inftances is the cafe,
particularly with regard to government annuitants, the mortgagee will really and bond fide
pay a part of the taxes on confumption ; and though thefe taxes may ftill fall wholly on
the land, they will not fall wholly on the landholders. It feems a little hard, therefore,
in taxing furplus produce to make the landlords pay for what they do not receive. At
the fame time, it muft be confefled, that, independently of thefe confiderations, which
makes a land tax partial, it is the beft of all taxes, as it is the only one which docs not
tend to raife the price of commoditics. Taxes on confumption, by which alone monied
revenues can be reached, without an income tax, neceflarily raife all prices to a degree
greatly injurious to the country. A land tax, or tax upon net rent, has little or no effeé
in difcouraging the improvement of land, as many have ‘fuppofed. It is only a tithe, or
a tax, in proportion to the grofs produce, which does this. No man in his fenfes will be
deterred from getting a clear profit of 20l inftead of xol. becaufe he is always to pay a
fourth or fifth of his clear gains; but when he is to pay a tax in proportion to his grofs
produce, which, in the cafe of capital Iaid out in improvements, is fcarcely ever accom-
panied with a proportional increafe of his clear gains, it is a very different thing, and muft
neceffarily impede, in a great degree, the progrefs of cultivation. I am aftonifhed that fo
obvious and cafy a commutation for tithes, as a land tax on ilhprovcd rents, has not been
adopted.  Such a tax would be paid by the fame perfons as before, only in a better form ;
and the change would not be felt, except in the advantage that would accrue to all the
parties concerned, the landlord, the tenant, and the clergyman. Tithes undoubtedly
operate as a high bounty on pafture, and a great difcouragement to tillage, which in the
prefent peculiar circumftances of the country is a very great difadvantage,
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-1t ‘muft be allowed, therefore, upon the whole, that our commierce
11'19 not done much for our agriculture ; but that our afrrtculture has

done a great deal for our commerce; and that the improved fyftem
of cultnatlon ‘which has taken place, in fpite of confiderable 'difcou-

’ragcmcnts, creates yearly a furplus pxoducc, wlnch cnables the country
with but little affiftance, to fupport fo vaft a body of pcoplc cngaded

in purfuits unconnc&cd w1th the Jand.

I
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CHAP IX

Different Effects of the Agricultural and Commercial Syflems.

L

ABOUT the middle of the laﬁ century we were gcnumdy, dnd m
the ftrict fenfe of the Economitts, an agrxcultuxal nation. Our com-
merce and n}gnufa&uxcs were, however, then ina very rcfpcéhblc
and thnvmg ftate ; and if they had conl:mued to bear the fame rcla-
tive proportion  to our agriculture, _thcy would evidently have gone
on incrcaﬁng confiderably, with- the improving cultivation of the
country. There is no apparent limit to the quantity of m'muf'a&urcs
which might in time be fupportcd in this way. The mcrcaﬁnq
wcalth of a countxy in fuch a ftate, fcems to be out of the reach of
all common accidents. There is no dlfcovcxablc germ of decay in
the fyftem ; and in theory, there is no reafon to fay, that it might
not go on incrcwﬁng in wealth and profperity for thoufands of years.
. We have now, however, ftepped out of the agricultural fyftem,
into-a ftate, in which the commercial {yftem clearly predominates ;
and there is but too much reafon to fear, that even our commerce
and manufaGures wdl ultimatély feel the difadvantage of the change.
It has been already obferved, that we are exadly in that fituation, in
,whlch a country feels moft fully the cffect of thofe common years of
.deﬁcmnt crops, . whlch, in the . natural courfe of thmg:,s are to be
expected. . The competition of 1x1gr¢aﬁng commercial wealth, ope-
- rating upon a fupply of corn not  increafing in the fame proportion,
muft-at all times greatly tend to raife’ the price of labour ;- but
when fearce years are taken into the confideration, its effect in this
. 3Lz » way,
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. way muflt ultimately be prodigious. We know how extremely dif-
* ficult it is in England to lower the wages of labour, after they have

once been raifed.  During the late fcarcities, the price of labour has
been continually rifing—not to fall again ; the rents of land have
been every where advancing—not to- fall again ; and of courfe, the
price of produce muft rife—not to fall again; as, indépendently of a
particular competition from fcarcity, or .the want of competition
from plenty, its price is neceflarily regulated by the wages of labour,

and the rent of land. We have no reafon whatever for fuppofing -

that we fhall be exempt in future from fuch fearcities as we have of
late experienced.  On the contrary, upon our prefent fyftem, they
feem to be unavoidable. “And if we ' go on, as we have done lately,
the price of labour and of provifions muft foon increafe in a manner
out of all proportion to their price in the reft of Europe ; and it is
impoffible that this thould not ultimately check all our dealings with
foreign ‘powers, and give a_fatal blow to our commerce and manu-
fa&ures. The effect of 'cilf)ital; {kill, machinery, and eftablifhments,
in their full vigour, is great; fo great, indeed, that it is difficult to
gucfs at its limit; but fill it is not infinite, and without doubt has
this limit. The principal ftates of - Eﬁi'épe, excépt this fortunate
ifland, have of late fuffered fo much by the actual prefence of war,
that their commerce and xjrianufa&ures have been nearly deftroyed,

and we may‘bc (aid in a manner to have the monopoly of the trade ‘

_of Europe. All mdnopolies yicld high profits, and at lﬁrefent, 'thg‘rc:-
fore, the trade can be carried on to advan,'tqgc, in- fpite of the high

price of labour. - But when the other nations of Europe fhall have

had time to recover themfelves, and graduallyAto become our com~
_petitors, it would be rafh to affirm, that, with the prices of provifions
and of labour ftill going on increafing, froriff }vhaé they aré at prefent,
we fhall be able to ftand the Cbmpctition.‘V_Dr. Sr‘n';th fays; that, in
‘his time, merchants frequently complained of the high price of Britifh
Nabour ‘as the caufe of their manufadtures being underfold in forcign
Co ' S T I - markets.
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markefs®, If fuch complaints were in any degree founded at that

~ time, how will they be aggravated twenty ycars hence! And have we

not fome reafon to fear that our prefent great commercial profperity
is.temporary, and belongs a little to that worft feature of the com-
mercial {yftem, the rifing by the depreflion of others. - ‘ ’

“When a country, in average ycaré, grows more corn than it con-

fumes, and is in the -habit of cxporting a part of it, its price, and
the price of labour as depending on it, can never rifc in - any very

‘extraordinary degree above the common price in other commercial
_countries ; ’and under fuch circumftances, England would have
nothing to fear from the fulleft, and moft open competition. The

increafing profperity. of other countries, would only open to her a

‘more ‘extenfive market for her commoditics, and give additional
- {pirit to all her commercial tranfactions.. : ' '

“The high price of corn and of rude produce in general, as far as
it is occafioned by the freeft competition among the nations of
Europe, is a very great advantage, and is the beft poffible encourage-
ment to agriculture ; but when occafioned merely by the competi~:

tion of monied wealth at home, its cffeét is totally different. In the
‘one cafe, a great encouragement is given to produétion in general,

and the more is produced, the better. In the other cafe, the pro-

-duce is. neceflarily confined to the home confumption. The culti-
~vators are juftly afraid of growing too much corn, as-a confiderable
lofs will be fuftained upon that part of it which is-fold abroad; and

a glut in the home market will univerfally make the: price fall below

‘the fair and:proper recompence to the grower. It is impoffible that -
a country, under fuch circumftances, thould not' be fubject to- great

and frequent variations.in the price of corn,. and occafionally to fevere:

fcarcities. - : ‘ ,

1f we were to endeavour to lower the price: of labour by encou-

‘vaging the importation of foreign. corn, we thould. probably aggra-

3 \Ycalth.ofNations,;vol; il. b, ivs ¢ viie p. '413.. »
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_vate the evil tenfold. ! Expcrlcncc warrants us in faymg, that, from
political fears, or other caufes, the fall in the price of labour would
be uncertain’; but the ruin of our '1grnculture would be certain.” The
Britith grower of corn could not, in his own markets, ftand the com-~
* petition of the forcign grower, in average years. We fhould be daily
thrown more and more - into a dependence upon other countrics for
our fupport. ~ Arable lands of a moderate quality would not pay the
expence of cultivation. Rich foils alone would yield a rent. ‘TRound
all our towns, the appearances would be the fame as ufual ; but in
the interior of the country, half of the lands ‘would be ncglc&ed and
almoft umvcxfally, where it was pra&lcablc, pafture would take place
of tillage. How dreadfully precarious would our, commerce and
manufactures, and cven our very exiftence be, undcr fuch . circum-
ftances! It could hardly be expeced that a century fhould elapfe
without fecing our population reprefled within the limits of our
feanty cultivation ; and fuffering the fame melancholy reverfe, as the
once flourithing population of Spain. o :
Nothing pcrlnp‘; will thew more clearly the '1bfurd1ty of that arti-~
ficial fyftem,” which prompts'a country, with"a large territory of its
own, to depend upon others for its food, than the fuppofition of .the
fame fyftem being purfued by many other ftates. 1f France, Ger-
‘many, and Pruffia, were to bccome manufacturing nations, and to
" confider agriculturc as a fcconddry concern, how would their wants,
in"the indifpenfable article of - food, be fupplied.” The - increafing
demand for corn, would tend certainly to encourage the growth of it
in-Ruffia and Amecrica; but we know that in .tht,fe countries,
at prefent, particularly in America, the  natural progrefs - of
» population is not very -greatly checked; and that, as their towns
and manufactorics increafe, the demand for their own “corn will
of courfe increafe with them. The Ruffian nobleman, ~whofe
revenue depends upon the number of his boors, will hardly be per-
fuaded to check their increafe, in order to accommodate other

nations ; and the independent cultivator of America will furely feed
/ : “his
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his own family and fervants, and probably fupply the home market,
before he begins to cxport. . Butallowing that at firft, and for fome
time, the increafing demands of thefc manufauring countrics miﬂlt
be’ adcqmtely fupplicd; yet this could not in the nature of things
laft long. The manufacturers, from the decay of agriculture in their
own countrics, W vould annually want more; and Ruffia and America,
from their rgj)idly increafing population, and the graduﬁl eftablifh-
ment of manufactures at home, would annually be able to fparc lefs.
From thefe caufes and the nccefﬁty of drawing a part of fuch vaft
fupplics of corn from a much grcatcr dlﬂancc inland, and loaded
perhaps with the expence of land carriage, the price would ultmmtdy
nfe fo c*ma\'dgantly high, that the poor manufadurers would be
totally unab}e to pay it, and want and famine would convince them
too late of “the precarious and fubordinate nature of their wealth.
They wOu]d learn by pamful c‘cpurlcncc, that, though agriculture
may flourith conﬁderably, and give plenty and h'lppmcfs to great
nurpbcrs, without many m'muf"l&urcs yet, that manufaQures can-
not ftir a fingle ftep, without their agricultural pay-mafters, either
at home or abroad ; and that thercfore it is the height of folly and

iinprudcnce, to have thefe pay~rriaftcrs at a great diftance, with dif- =

ferent interefts, and their payménts precarious, inftead of at home,
with the fame interefts, and their payments always ready and certain.
Nothing can be fo hateful to a liberal mind, as the idea of being
placed in a fituation in which the growing profperity of your neigh-
bours will be the fignal of your own approaching ruin. Yet this
would be the fituation of the principal countries of Europe, if they
dcpcnded chiefly upon Ruflia and America, or any other nations for

' their corn. A fyﬁcm, which, like the prefent commercial fyftem
‘of England, throws a country into this ftate, .without any phyfical

ncceflity for it, ‘cannot be founded on the gcnumc principles of thc
wealth of nations. ‘

It feems almoft 1mpofﬁblc, that a country poﬂlﬂcd ofa conﬁdcr'zblc

‘tcrntory, thould have its means of {ubfiftence well aflured, without

I . growing
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growing at home more corn than it confumes. Nor can it be exempt

- from thofe great and fudden variations of price, -which produce fuch

fevére diftrefs - throughout fo laige a part of the community,- and
are often attended with great and lafting difadvantages; unlefs this
fuperfluity of . produce bear fome * confiderable proportion to the

_common deficicncics * of  unfavourable’ ycars. It has been almoft

\

univerfally acknowledged that there is no- branch of trade, more
profitable to a country, even in a commercial point of view, than the

fale of rude produce. In general, its value bears a:much’ greater

.'proportion to the expence incurred in procuring it, than that of any
other commodity whatever, and the national profit on its fale is in_
confequence greater. This is often noticed by ' Dr. Smith; but in
combating the arguments of the Economifts, he feems for a moment
to forget it, and to fpeak of the fuperior advantage of exporting

manufactures. S : , ,
He obferves, that a trading and manufacturing country exports

what can fubfift and accommodate but very few, and imports the
{ubfiftence and accommodation of -a great number. The “other,
exports the fubfiftence and accommodation of a great number, and
imports that of a very few only. The inhabitants of the one muft
always enjoy a much greater quantity of fubfiftence, than what their
own lands in the a&ual ftatc of their cultivation could afford.. -The
inhabitants of the other muft always enjoy a much fmaller quantity *.
- In this paffage hc does not fecm to argue with his ufual accuracy.
Though the manufacturing nation may export a commodity which,
in its actual fhape, can only fubfift and accommodate a very few;
yet it muft be recollected, _ that, in order to prepare this commoedity
for exportation, a confiderable part of the: revenue of the country
had been employed in fubfifting and accommodating a great number
of workmen. And with regard to the fubfiftence and accommo-
dation which the other nation exports, whether it be of a great or a

3 Wealth of Nations, vol. iii, b. iv.- ¢, ix. p. 27+ -

3 ﬁnail

CHAP. IX. Agricultural and Commercial Syflems. 449

fmall number, it is certainly no more than fufficient to replace the
fubfiftence that had been confumed in the manufacturing nation,
together with the profits of the mafter manufa@urer and merchant,
which, probably, are not fo great as the profits of the farmer and the
merchant in the agricultural nation. And though it‘may":be truc,
that the inhabitants of the manufacturing nation 'cnjoy a greater
quantity of fubﬁ{’cenpe than what their own landé, in the a&ual ftate
of their cultivation, could afford; yet an inference in favour of the

_'m'anufac’turing fyftem by no means follows, becaufe the adoption of

the one, or the other fyftem, will make the greateft difference in
their aGtual ftate of cultivation. If, during the courfe of a century,
two-landed nations were to purfue thefe two different {yftems, that
is, if one of them were regularly to export manufadures, and
import fubfiftence; and the other to export fubfiflence, and import

-manufactures, there would be no comparifon at the end of the

period, between the ftate of cultivation in the two countries; and
no doubt could rationally be entertained that the coun‘try which
cxported its raw produce, would be able to fubfift and accommodate
a much greater population than the other. L

In the ordinary courfe of things, the cxportation of raw produce
is fufficiently profitable to the individuals concerned init. But with
regard to national profit, it poflefles two peculiar and eminent
advantages above any other kind of export. In the firft place, raw
producc, and more particularly corn, pays from its own funds the
expences of procuring it, and the whole of what is fold is a clear

national Rro{.it. If T fet up a new manufadture, the perfons:
- employed in it muft be fupported out.of the funds of fubfiftence

already exifting in the country, the value of which muft be deducted
from the price for which the commodity is fold, before we can

- eftimate the clear national profit; and of courfe, this profit can only

be the profit of the mafter manufacturer and the exporting merchant,
But if I cultivate frefh land, or employ more men in the improve-
ment of what was before cultivated, I increafe the general funds of

‘s M fubfiftence
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fubfiftence in thc country. With a part of this increafe T fupport
all the additional perfons cmployed and the whole of the remainder
which is exported and fold, is a clear. national gain; befides the

“advantage to the country, of fupporting an additional population
‘equal to the additional number of perfons fo employed, - without the

flighteft tendency to diminifh the plenty of the reft.
Sccondly, 1t is impoffible always to be {ecure of having cnough,
if we have not, in general, too much; and the habitual exportation

"of corn, feems to be the only praticable mode of laying by a ftore of

fufficient magnitude to anfwer the emergencics, that are to be
expe@ed. The evil of fearcity is fo dreadful, that any branch of
commerce, the tendency of which is to prevent it, cannot but be
confidered, in a national point of view, as pre-eminently beneficial.

Thcfc two advantages, ddded to that - which muft ncccffmly
accrue to manuta&ures from the fteady and. comparatlvely low
price of provifions and of labour, are {0 Pcnkmg, that it muft be a
point of the firft confequénce to, thc pcrnﬂancnt profperity of any
country, to be able to carry on thc export trade of corn, as one
confiderable branch of its commercial tranfa&ions.

But how to glvc ‘this ability, how to turn a, nation from the habit
of importing corm,"to" the habit of exporting it, is the great diffi-
culty. It has been "ge‘ﬁcrally '1cknowledgcd and s frequently
notlccd by Dr. Smith, that the pohcy of modern Europe has led 1t
to encourage the 1nduﬁry of the towns more than the mdu{’cry of
the country, or, in other words, trade more than agnculture ‘In
this policy, England has certainly not been behind the reft of Europc
perhaps, indeed, except in one inftance?, it may be faid that fhe

has been the foremoft. If things had been left to take their natural

courfe, there is no reafon to think that the commercial part of the

" fociety would have increafed beyond the furplus produce of the

cultivators ; but the high profits of commerce from monopolies, and

* The bounty on the cxportation of corn,
S other

- i .

CHAP.IX.  dgricultural and Commercial Syflems. 451
other peculiar encouragements, have altered this natural courfe of
things; and the body politick is in an artificial, and in fome degree,
difeafed ftate, with one of its principal members out of proportion
to the reft. Almoft all medicine is in itfelf bad ; and one of the
great evils of illnefs is, the neceffity of taking it. No perfon can
well be more averfe to medicine in the animal economy, or a fyftemn
of expedicnts in political economy, than myfelf; but in the prefent
ﬁdtc of the country, fomethmg of the kind may be ncccﬁary to

prcvcnt greater evils. | It is a matter of very little comparative

importance, whether we are fully fupplied with broadcloth, linens,

and muflins, or.even with tea, fugar, and coffce; and no rational

fpohthlan thcrcforc, would think of propofing a bounty upon fuch
commodities. But it is ccrtamly a matter of the very higheft im-

portance, whether we are fully fupplicd with food; and if a
bounty would producc fuch a fupply, the moft liberal politiéal /

‘cconomift might be juftified in’propofing it; confidering food as

a commodity diftin& from all others, and pre-cminently valuable,

3M=2 CIIAPD,
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Ir s acknowledged by Dr. Smith, that the encouragement given ﬁ(;

the induftry of the towns has turned more capital into that channel

than would otherwife have gone to it; and if this be true, it follows
that the land muft have had lefs than its natural fhare; and under
fuch a difcouragement, we cannot reafonably expe& that agriculture
fhould be able to kcep pace with manufactures. The corn laws, as
they were cftablithed i in 1688 and 1 200, did not do more than placc

~ them upon an equality.

The regulations refpe@ing importation and expor, tion adopted
in thefe corn laws, feemed to have the effe& of gwmkj that encou-_
ragement to agriculture, which it fo much wanted, and;the apparent
refult was gradually to produce a growth of cqgj 7 the country,
confiderably above the wants of the a&ual populatlon, and confe-
quently to lower greatly the prices of it, and give a fteadinefs to

thefe prices that had never been experienced before.

During the feventeenth century, and indeed the whole period
of our hiftory previous to it, the prices of wheat were fubjedt to
great fluctuations, and the average price was very high. For fifty
years before the year 1700, the average price of wheat per quarter
was 3l. 11d. and before 1650 it was Ol 8s, 10d*  From the
time of the completion of the corn laws in 1700 and 1706, the

* Dirom’s Inquiry into the Corn Laws, Appcnaix, No, L,
‘ prices

- This was the period of our greatcﬂ: exportations. In the year 1757, *
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pnccs became cxtraordmamly ﬁcady ; and the average price for forty
years prev ious to the ycar 17350, funk fo low as 1l.-16s. per quarter,

the laws were fufpended, and in the year 1773, they were totally
altercd. The exports of corn have fince been regularly decreafing,
and the imports increafing.  The average price of wheat for the
forty years ending in 1800, was 2l. gs. 5d; and for the laft five
years of this period, 3l. 6s. 6d. During this laft term, the balance

“of the imports of all forts of gram is eftimated at 2,938,357 %, and

the dreadful fluuations of price which have occurred of late years,

- we are but too well acquainted with.

It is at all times dangerous to be hafty in drawing gcncra] mfcrences
from partlal expenence ; but, in the prefent inftance, the period that

~ has been confidered is of fo confiderable an extent, and the changcs

from ﬂu&uatmg and hlgh prices, to fteady and low prices, with a
return to fluctuating and high prices again, correfpond fo accurately
with the eftablifhment and full vigour of the corn laws, and with
their fubfequen: alterations and incfficacy, that it was certainly
rather a bold affertion in Dr. Smith to fay, that the fall in the pricc
of corn muft have happened in fpite of the bounty, and could not

poffibly have b@ppcned.in confequence of it®. We have a right to -

Ae.xp'e& that he fhould defend a pofition, {o contrary to all apparent
experience, by the moft powerful arguments. As in the pre-

‘fent ftate of this country, the fubjeét feems to be of the higheft

Ao s ) et L
3 .

importance, it will be worth while to examinc the validity of thefe
arguments,

He obferves, that both in years of plenty and in years of' fcarcity,
the bounty neceflarily tends to raife the money price of corn fome-
what higher than it otherwife would be in the home market®,

P Andérfon’s Inveftigation of the Circumftances which led to Scarcity, table, p. 40.

> Wealth of Nations, vel.ii. b.iv. ¢, v, p. 264 ¢ 1d. p. 265.
‘ . : ' That
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" That it docs fo, in years of plenty is undoubtedly truc; but that
it does fo in years of fcarCIty, appears to me as undoubtcdly falfe.
The only argument by which Dr. Smith fupports this latter poﬁtlon,
is, by faying, that the gxportation prevents the plcnty of one
year from relieving the fcarcity of another. - But this is certamly a
very infufficient reafon. The fcarce year may not immediately
follow the moft plentiful year; and it is totally contrary to the habits
and practice of farmers, to fave the {uperfluity of fi ix or feven years
for a i:ontinffcncy of this kind. Great pra&ical inconveniences
generally attend the keeping of fo large a referved ftore.  Difficulties
often occur from a want - of propcxj.abcommodatlons forit. Itis at
all times liable to damage from vermin, and other caufes. When
very large, it is apt to be viewed with a jealous and grudging eye
by the common pcdplc And in general the farmer may cither
not be able to remain fo long without his returns; or may not be
willing to employ fo confiderable a cap1tal in a way, in which the
returns muft neceflarily be diftant and precarious.  On the wholé,
therefore, we cannot reafonably exped, that, upon this plan, the
referved ftore fhould in any degree be equal to that, which in a
fcarce year would be kept at home, in a country which’ was in the
habit of conftant cxportation to a confiderable amount; and we
know that even a very little difference in the dcsree of dcﬁcmncy,
will often make a very great difference in the price.

Dr Smith thcn procecds to ftate, very _]uﬁ]y that the defc.ndcrs of
‘the corn laws do not infift fo much upon the prlcc of corn in the
actual ftate of txllagc, as upon their tendency to 1mprovc this '18:ual
ftate, by opening a more cxtenfive forcxgn market to thc corn of
the farmer, and fecuring to him a better price than he could othcr-
wife expec for his commodlty which double cncoumgcmcnt they
1magme muft, in a long pcnod of years, occafion fuch an mcreafe
in the productxon of corn, as may lower 1ts price in the home mmkct

much
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much more than the bounty can raife it, in the flate of tillage then -

' aé'tu'llly cxxﬁmg

In anfwer to thw, e obfcrvcs, that whatever extenfion of thc
foreign market can be occafioned by the [bounty, muft, in every
p'lrtlcular year, be altogether at the expence of the home market,  as
every bufhel of. corn, which is exported by means of the bounty,‘
and which would not have been exported without the bounty, would
have remained in the home market to increafe the confumptlon, and
to lower the price of that commodity.
~ In this obfervation he appears to me a little to mifufe the term
market. Becaufe, by felling a commodity. below its natural price;
it is poffible to get rid of a greater quantity of it, in any particular
market, than would have gone off otherwife, it cannot juftly be faid

.that, by this procefs, fuch a market is proportionally extended.

Though the removal of the two taxes mentioned by Dr. Smith, as
paid on account of the bounty, would certainly rather increafe the
power of the lower clafles to purchafe; yet in each particular year
the confumption muft be ultimately limited by the population; and
the increafc of “confumption from the removal of thefe taxes, might
by no means be fufficient to take off the whole fuperfluity of the

_farmers, without lowering the general price of corn, fo as to. depnvc

them of their fair recompence. : o
Suppofe, that the cultivators in England had 2 mxlhon quarters of
wheat, beyond what would fupply the country, at a price,. for which
they muft fell their whole crop, or lofe their fair pfoﬁts. And
fuppofe, at the fame time, - that, from. the high price of land; the
great taxcs on confumption, and the confequent high price of labour,
the Britifh farmer cannot grow corn at the average price in. Europe,
which is always true when a bounty upon exportation is rendered
neceflary. Under thefe circumftances if the cultivators endeavoured:
to force the addltxonal ‘million of quarters on the home market, it is

3 Wealth of Nations,. vol.it, beive c.ve p.265. ) AN
: - perfe@tly
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perfc&ly clcar, that not on]y the price of this addltlonal million,
but the pncc of their whole crop, would fall very conﬁderably ; and,
thhout a bounty, it could not anfwer to the farmer to export till
the prices in the home market had fallen below the average price in
Europe, which we fuppofed to be lower, than what would properly
pay to the Britifh farmer the expences of cultivation. The pur-

. chafers in the home market would undoubtedly live for this year in

great plcnty They might cat as much bread as they pleafed them-
felves, and perhaps even feed their hogs and their horfes on wheat
corn; but the farmers in the mean time would be ruined, and
would dread, as the greateft of all evils,, the growing of too much
corn. Finding, therefore, that tillage would not anfwer to them,
thcy would of courfe negle& the plough, and graduallylay more of
their land into ‘paﬁurc, till the return of fcarcity, or at leaft the
total removal of the fuperfluity, had again raifed the prices to fuch
a height as would make it anfyvcr to them to grow corn, prox;ided
that they never overftocked the home market. . An individual farmer
cannot know the quantity of corn that is fown by his brother farmers
in other counties. The ftate of the future fupply, in proportion to
the future demand, remains in a great meafure concealed till the

" harveft; and the cheapnefs or dearnefs of the current year can alone

regulate the conduct of the farmer in the management of his land

for the following yeaf Under fuch circumftances, great variations

in the fupply of corn, and confcqucntly in its price, muit ncccﬁ'anly
occur.

Thcrc cannot be a greater difcouragemcnt to the production of
any éoﬁﬁnodity in a large quantity, than the fear of overftocking the
market with it® Nor can there be a greater encouragement to. fuch

a Iam fufﬁcxcntly aware that, in common years, the farmer is apt to proceed in a
regu]ar routine of crops, without much attention to prices ; but we cannot doubt for a
moment, that this routine will yield to extreme cafes. No man in his f{enfes will long
goon wnth any fpecies of cultivation by which he lofes.

7 a pros
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" a production, than the certainty.of finding an effetual market for

any quahtity however great, that can be obtained. It is obvious,
that in the cafc which we have fuppofed, nothing but a bounty- -upon
corn can extend the effetual market for it to the Britith farmer.

Dr. Smith goes on to fay, that if the two taxes paid by the peoplc
on account’ of the bounty, namely, the one to the government to
pay this bounty, and the other paid in the advanced price of the com-
modxty, in the actual ftate of the crop, do not raife the pricc of
labour, and thus return upon the farmer; they muft reduce the
ability of the labouring poor to bring up their children, and, by
thus reftraining the population and induftry of the .country, muft
tend to ftunt and reftrain the gradual extenfion of the home market,
and thereby, in the long run, rather to diminith than to augment the
whole market and confumption of corn®

I think it has been thewn, ‘md 1ndccd it will fcarcely admit of 4
doubt, that the fyftem of exportation arifing from the bounty, has
an evident tendency in ycars of fcarcity to increafe the fupplies of
corn, or to prevent their being fo much diminithed as they other-
wife would be, which comes to the fame thing. Confequently, the
labouring poor-will be able to live better, and the population will be
lefs checked in thefe particular years, than they would have been
without the fyftem of -exportation arifing from the bounty. But if
the effe@ of the bounty, in this view of the fubjeét, be only to
reprefs a little the population in years of plenty, while it encourages

it comparatively in years of fearcity, its cffeét is evidently to regulatc

the population more equally according to that quantity of fubfiftence,
which. can permanently, and without occafional defalcations, be
fupplied. And this effe@, I have no hefitation in faying, is onc of
the greateft advantages which can poffibly occur to a focicty, and
contributes more to the happinefs of the labouring poor, than can
eafily be concceived by thofe who have not deeply confidered the

» Wealth of Nations, vol.ii. bh.iv. c.v. p. 267.

3N fubjed.
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fubjedt. Tn the whole compafs of human events, T doubt if there be

a more fruitful fource of mifery, or one more mvanably produ&w

“of difaftrous confequences, than a fudden ftart of population from

two or three ycars of plenty, which muft neceflarily be reprefled on

‘the firft return of fcarcity, or even of average crops. With the

prefcnt high price of l:tbour, and the cm{hng hablts of the poor, In
this country, I thould conﬁdm it as a frreat mlsfortune, if from-
the late alarms refpeéing fcnrmty, and ' the unufual quantity of
corn fown in confcquence of them, the price of wheat, for the next
two years, were to fall to ten or twelve pounds the load. It is not
to be doubted, that in this cafc a more than ufual number of

" “marriages would take place among the common peoplc The mouths
would be’ rapldly increafing; but as this prlce of corn, with the

prefent advanced rents of land, accumulated taxes on confumption,
and high price of labour, would celtamly not rcpay the farmcr, the

_fupphes would be rapidly decreafing, and the confequcnces are but

too obvious.

Thc moft 'plauﬁble argument that Dr. Smlth adduces agamﬂ'. the
‘corn laws, is, that, as the money prlce of corn regulates that of all
‘other home-made commodities, the advantage to the proprietor from
_the increafed money price is merely apparent, and not real; fince
“what he gains in his fales, he mutft lofe in his purcha;es

This poﬁtlon, however, is not true, without many limitations®.
The money price of corn, in a partlcular country,, is undoubtedly by

" far the moft powerful ingredient in regulatmb the price of labour,

"md of all other commodltles but it is not the fole ingredient.
‘\/I"my parts of the raw produce of land, though affected by the
price of corn, do not, by any mcans, rife and fall exa&ly in pro-

a Wealth of Nations, vol. ii. b. iv. c.v. p. é69
b In the Phyfiocratie, by Dupont de Nemours, it is propofed as a prcblem in poli-
tical economy, .to determine, whether an advance in the money price of corn is a real
or only nominal advantage: and the queftion is refolved, I think juftly, on the fide of
the reality of the advantage. Tom. ii. .
. ' portion

.
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portion to this price. When great improvements in 1nanuf'1&urmg

machinery have taken phce in any country, the part of the expence
arifing from the wages of labour will bear a compqratwcly fmall

proportion to the whole wvalue of the wrought commodlty, and
confequently, the price of it, though affe@ed by the price of corn,
will not be affected proportxornlly When great and numerous
taxes on confumption exift in any country, thofe who live by the

- wages of labour muft alwqys reccive wherewithal to pay them, at’
leaft all thofe upon neccflaries, fuch as foap, candles, leather, falt,
&c. A fall in the price of corn, thcreforc, though it would decreafe
‘that part of the wages of labour which rcfolves itfelf into food,
“evidently, would not decreafe the whole in the fame proportion.
And befides thefe, and other limitations that might be named, the

experienced difficulty of lowering wages when once they have been

raifed, fhould be taken into ¢onﬁderation beforc the pofition can be.

praéhcally applicd.

During the firft half of the cighteenth century the price of corn“

gmdually fell, and that, ina very confiderable degree; but it does
not appear that the price of labour fell in confequence of it.  If this

cﬂ'eét therefore did not take placc in the courfe of fifty years, we

could hardly expect that it would in feven or cight. And 1f with
the view of lowering the price of labour, the farmers were to pufl
their fuperfluity on the home market, the dlfappomtmcnt of this

“view would clearly difable them from growing the fame quantity of

corn in future: and undcr fuch circumftances, it is obvious, that a
bounty alone could encourage them to continue the fame s;rowth of
corn, and that this bounty is a great poﬁtxvc advantage to them,
and far from bcmg merely apparent, as Dr, Smith CndCElVOUlS to
prove. .

Even fuppoﬁng, that either by glutting the home mdxket with
Britith corn, or by the 1mportat10n of foreign corn, duty free, we:
could fucceed in lowering the wages of labour, the expences of the
Brmfh fdrmer in raifing corn and bringing it to m'n‘ket, would not

3 N2 _ be
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be lowered' in proportion. One of the principal ingredients in the

pﬁcc.of Britith corn; isthe high rent of land; another, the numerous

taxes on confumption which the farmer pays in his inftruments of

agriculturc; his horfes, his windows, and” the neceflary expences of

his eftablifiment. While thefe ingredients of price remained the

fame, a fall in the wages of labour could not proportionally affect
the price at which Britith corni could be brought to market?: and
the Britifh farmer would labour under a very confiderable difadvan-

A
. tage in a competition with the farmers of America and the fhores of -

the Baltic, where thefe two ingredicnts of price are comparatively
trifling. . -

When Dr. Smith fays, that the nature of thiﬁgs has ftamped.

upon corn a real value, which cannot be altered by merely altering
the money price; and that no bouhty ﬁpbn exportation, no mono-
poly of the home market, can raife that value; nor the freeft com-
petition lower it*; it is'evident, that he ‘changes the queftion from
the profits of the growers of corn”in any particular country, to the
phyfical and abfolute value of corn in itfelf. Nothing can be more

obvious than that the competition of farmers who pay few or no
taxes, and little comparative rent for their land, muft lower the -’
profits of thofe who labour under thefe difadvantages, and other

things being cqual, muft ultimately juftle them out of the market.
And it is alfo obvious, that the bounty to thofe who labour under
thefe difadvantagcs; ,mﬁf’c‘tegd to raife their profits and give them a
fairer_chance of ftanding the competition with the others. But all
this while, undoubtedly, the phyfical value of corn remains juft the
fame, untouched either by competition, or bounty, I certainly do
not meai to fay, that the bounty alters the phyfical value of corn,

- ¥ The immenfe tax paid in this country for the fupport of the poor, forms undoubtedly,
another powerful ingrcdieﬁt in the price of Britifh corn; but I have not mentioned it in
the text, becaufe it would always diminifh immediately with the price of corn, which

_ the other two ingredients would not. o B

* » Wealth of Nations, vol. ii. b.iv. c. v. p. 278, ;

and
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and makes a bufhel of it fupport a greater number of labourers.

for a:-day, than it did before : but I certainly do mean to fay, that

the bounty to the Britifh cultivator does, in the a&ual ftate of things;.
redlly increafe his profits on this commodity; and'by thus making the -
growth of corn anfiver to him, cncourages: him to fow more than’

" he otherwife would do, and enables him in confequence to employ

more bufhels of corn in the maintenance of a greater.- number of
labourers.  For, cven fuppofing that the part of the price of labour
which depends direéily upon corn, were to rifc and fall cxaltly with
the variations in the pricc of this commodity, it is demontrably
evident, that the other. two principal ingredients in the ‘price
remaining the fame, every rife in the moncy pricc of corn would
be a pofitive gain to the grower- or proprictor, and every fall
a pofitive lofs. ~And were we to ‘go ftill furthér, and fuppofe
that the rént of land would vary in the fame way, which might be
the cafe in the long run; yet ftill the moncy taxes  on confumption
remaining unaltered, the cffect of a rife or fall in the moncy price
of corn, would be to bencfit or injure the grower or proprictor
though in a lefs degree than before. But in applying a theory to
pra&ice, all circumitances fhould certainly be taken into confider-
ation ; and in judging of the practical cffects of the corn laws, or
the oppofite {yftem, of importation duty free, not only, as was before
obferved, the difficulty of lowering the price of labour fhould be
attended to, but alfo the length of time which it would require to
lower the rents of land, and the probable ruin of agriculture before
thefe two objeéts could be cffected. o ' ’
If Dr. S‘mith’s.thcory be juft, and if it be impofiible ‘in the
nature of things to cncourage the growth of comn by bountics, or
any other human inftitutions, then it follows clearly, that every
rich country muft ceafc to grow corn, as foon as the price of labour,
the rents of land, and the taxes on confumption, rife fo high as to
exceed the advantages of fuperior fkill and a home ‘market. As we
cannot force people to raife a commodity which will not pay them,.
this point evidently forms an impdffable limit to the agriculture of
i ’ all
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