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 PREFACE.

Tz Lflay on the Principle of Population, which I publithed
in 1798, was fpg’ge‘ﬁed, as is exprefied in the preface, by a

paper in Mr. Godwin’s Inquirer. " It was written on the {pur -

of the occafion, and from the few matc_?rials which were
within my reach in a country fituation. The only authors

from whofe.‘writin'gs I had deduced the principle, which

formed the main argument of the eflay, were ‘Hume, Wal-
"lace, Dr. Adam Smith, and- Dr. Price; ‘and my obje& was to
~apply it to try the truth of thofe fpeculations on the- per-

fectibility of man and fociety, which  at that time €xcited a
confiderable portion of the publick attention, :

In the courfe of the difcuflion, I was naturally led into

fome examination’ of the effects of this  principle on the -

exifting ftate of fociety. - It appeared to account for much
of that poverty and mifery obfervable among the lower
clafles of people in every nation, and for thofe reiterated
failures in the efforts of the ‘higher claffes to relieve them.
The more I confidered the fubject in this point of view, the
more importance it feemed to acquire; and this confidera-
tion, joined to the degree of publick attention which the
effay excited, determined me to turn my leifure ‘reading

a2z . towards
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towards an hiftor ical examination of the effe€s of the iﬁrfn—

le of populanon on the paft and prefent ftate of fociety;

cip
that, by illuftrating the fu bject more generally, and drawing -
thofe inferences om it, in apphcatlon to the actual ftate of

hich experience {eemed to warrant, I might give it
1and pelmanent intereft.

iv

a more practica
| I'n‘.t’he‘coel' fe of t-his' inqiﬁry, I found that much more had
been done, than I had been awarc of, when 1 firft published

y and mlfery arifing from a too rapid

the effay. . The -povert
“incy eafe of populatlon, had been dlﬁméﬂy {cen, and the moft

v1olent remedles propofed {o long ago as. the times of Plato
and, Am{’cotle. And of late years, the fubje& had been treated
in fuch a manne, by fome of the French Economifts, occa-
fionally. by. ‘Montefquieu, and, among our own Writers, by -
art,  Mr. Arthur, Young, and

Dr. Frankhn, Sir - James Steu
Mr. Townfend ‘as to create a natm al furpufe, that 1t had not

excited more of the pubhck attention.

: Much however, 1emained yet to be done. Independently
" of the comparxfon ‘between the increafe of populatlon and

food, " ~which had not peﬂnps Dbeen. ftated with- fufficient;
fome of the moft curious ¢ 'Lnd mtex e{’cmg

force and:pr ecifion ;
d been either wholly ormtted or treated:

parts of:the fubject hac
- very, {lightly:. ‘Though it had been. ftated diftinétly,: that
. population : muft always, be: kept down- to. the level of the
means of fubfiftences. yet few. inquiries, ‘had been. made

into. the - various, mo!
' and

des - by. “which , this level is effeéted ;

e
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and the pr v

COnfequep rinciple had ‘never been: {ufficiently purfu d A
nces edt -

, and thofe practical inferences drawn fro o

c m it,

which a firi&t exami
natwn
to fugget. - ; ef its eifeéts on fomety appeals

Thefe are efor B o ,
. dotail i ﬂ:l;efl :lfme the points which I have treated r‘nof;’c
be confidered as aO;VIHrg effay. In its prefent shape, it may
publlfhed Lo ew work, and ‘1 fhould 1)101)'1bly hav
uch, omitting the few parts of the forr;le::

which I have’ ret
amed but that 1
wifhed it to for
m a whole

of itfelf, and
not to need a continual reference to the otl
1er.

On this account, I
truft’ th"tt noa
pology is ~neceflar
y to the

L

their ufe; as the
y were rejected, not b
all of ecaufe 1 thougl
of lefs value than what has been inferted, butg l])t the?l
ecaufe

they. did not fuit the d
ifferent pl
which I ha d adopted ple ’111 of treatmg the fubjeé‘t

fa\’i‘citt};)fienglho either underﬁood the fubject befme or

e e 1}-1 (l)ln the perufal of the firft edition, I am

feastul thae de;al appe"u to have treated fome parts of it
repemlon o ail, and to have been guilty of unnéceff

s. . Thefe faults have arifen partly - from- wmtdr)fr‘

d o

‘ﬂ(xll an
d pallly from mtent10n. In dr'vvmg ﬁml
ilar infe-
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fions different from our ufual habits of thinking, it appeared - .
‘to me, that, with the flighteft hope of :producing con-

viéion, it was neceflary to pr-efe’ntithem:to.the reader’s

mind at different times, and on different occafions. I was

willing to facrifice all pretenfions to merit of 'cqmpoﬁtion,
to the chance of making an impreffion on a larger clafs of
readers. ' R ' '

“{')v

-The main principle advanced is fo incontrovertible, :that,

if I had confined myfelf merely to general views, I.could

have entrenched myfelf in an-impregnable fortrefs ;. and

‘the work, in this’ form, would probably have had a much

more mafterly air. But fuch general views, though ‘they

. may advance the caufe of -abftrac truth, rarely tend-to

promote any practical good ; and I thought that 1 fhould
"hot do juftice to the fubject, and bring it fairly under dif-
cuffion, if 1 refufed to confider any of the confequences
which appeared neceflarily to flow from it; whatever thefe

" eonfequences might be. By purfuing this plan, however,

I am aware that I have opened a door to many objeétions ;
and, pfobably, to much feverity of criticifm: but I cpnijole
myfelf with the refletion, that even the errors into which
1 may have fallen, by affording a handle to argument, and
an additional excitement to examination, may be fubfer-
vient to the important end, of bringing a fubjet fo nearly

" connected with the happinefs of fociety into more general |

notice. |
" Throughout

R A A A L T AL L

T
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*Throughout the whole of the prefent work, 1 have fo.
far differed in principle from the former, as to fuppofe
another check to population poffible, which does not
firictly come under the head either of vice or  mifery’; and,
in the latter part, I have endeavoured to foften fome of the

- harfheft conclufions of the firft effay. In doing this, I hope

that I have not violated the principles of juft reafonings
nor exprefled-any opinion refpecting the probable i,giprove-
ment of fociety, in which I am not borne out by the
experience of the paft. To thofe who fhall fill think that
any check to population whatever, would be worfe than the
evils which it would relieve, the conclufions of the former
effay will remain in full force; and if we adopt this opinion,
we fhall be compelled to acknowledge that the poverty
and mifery which prevail among the lower claffes of fociety

are abfolutely irremediable.

I have taken as much pains as 1 could to avoid any errors
in the fa&s and calculations which have been produced
in the courfe of the work. Should any of them never-
thelefs turn out to be falfe, the reader will fee, that they

~will not materially affet -the general tenour of the
reafoning. '

From the crowd of materials which prefented themfelves
in " illuftration of the firft branch of the fubject, I dare not

flatter myfelf that I have felected the beft, .or arranged

them in the moft perfpicuous method. To thofe who take
an
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.

an 1ntelei’c in. moral-and pohtlcal queftions, { hope thaL
the novelty, and importance of the fubjeé‘c w111 compeufate

' the unpelfeéhons of its exe011t10n. SRS SR
. ' N N .. a-»-
- Lowbox, June §, 1803, ©-° E
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OF THE CHECKS TO POPULATIO‘T I\T TI{E LESS CIVILIZED PARTS
OF THE WORLD, AND IN PAST TI\IES. .

S cmaRa ~
Smfemeut qf ﬂte Sub_/eé? Ratios of z‘lze Increq/é qf Po_/mlatzon
and Food. - . T Coh ‘

IN an mqulry concernmg the future 1mprovcment of focxcty, thc N
mode of conduding the fubje which naturally prefents itfelf, is -
1. An invefiigation of the caufes that have hitherto 1mpcdcd the ' '
progrefs of mankind towards happinefs; _'md v -
. 2. An cxamination into the probability of the tot’xl or partnl re-
moval of thefe caufes in future.
. To enter fully into this queftion, and to enumerate all the caufes
that have hitherto influenced human improvement, would be much
beyond the power of an individual. - The principal objeé of the

prefent eflay is to examine the cffeés of one great caufe intimately
united with the very nature of man, which, though 1t has been

conﬁantly and powerfully operating fince the commencement of
foc1ctv, S
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2 Statenent of the Subject.  Ratios of

fociety, has been little noticed by the writers who have treated
this fubje®. The fa&s which eftablith the exiftence of this caufe
have, indced, been rcpeatedly ftated .and acknowledged; but its
natural and ncceflary effets have been almoft totally overlooked;
though probably among thefe cffects may be reckoned a very con-
fiderable portion of that vice and mifery, and of that unequal dif-

BOOK I,

" tribution of the bounties of nature, which it has been the unceafing

obje& of the enlightened phllanthropxﬁ in all ages to correct.

The caufe to which I allude, is the conftant tendency in all ani~

mated life to increafe beyond the nourifhment prepftred for it.

It is obferved by Dr. Franklin, that there is no bound to the
prolific naturc of plants or animals, but what is made by their
crowding and interfering with each others means of fubﬁﬁcnc?.
" Were the face of the earth, he fays, vacant of other plants, it
might be gradually fowed and overfpread with onc kind only ; as,
for inftance, with fennel: and were it empty of other inhabitants, it
might in a few ages be rcplem{hcd from one nation only ; as, for
inftance, with Englithmen = ' o

This is incontrovertibly true. Through the animal and vegetable
kingdoms Nature has {cattered the feeds of life abroad with the moft

profufe and liberal hand; but has been comparatively fparing in

the toom and the nourifhment neceflary to rear them. The germs

-of exiftence contained in this fpbt of earth, with ample food, and -

- ample room to expand in, would fill millions of worlds in the courfe

" of a few thoufand years. Neceffity, that imperious all-pervading
law of nature, reftrains them within the preferibed bounds. The
race of plants and the race of animals fhrink under this great re-
ftriive law; and the race of man cannot by any efforts of reafon
efcape from it.

In plants and animals the view of the {ubjetis fimple. They are
all impelled by a-powerful inftin& to the increafe of thcxr fpecies;

* Franklin’s Mifcell. p. g.
~ and

e o o e - = sz N o
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the ’Inci‘eq/é of Population and Food. 3

and this inftin& is mtcrruptcd by no reafoning or doubts about
prowdmg for their oﬁ'sprmg Wherever, therefore, there is hbcrty

CHAP. I.

the power of increafc is exerted; and the fuperabundant cffects arc
reprefled afterwards by want of room and nourifhment, which is

common to plants and animals; and among animals, by thcxr be-
coming the prey of each other.
The ffe@s of this check on man arec more complicated. Impel-

~ led to the increafe of his fpecies by an equally powerful infting,

reafon interrupts his career, and atks him whether he may not
bring beings into the world, for whom he cannot provide the means
of fupport. If he attend to this natural fuggeftion, the reftriGion
too frequently produces vice. If he hear it not, the human race
will. be conftantly endeavouring to increafe beyond thé means of
fubfiftence. But as by that law of our nature which makes food
neceflary to the life of man, populatxon can never actually increafe
beyond the loweft nourithment capable of {upportmg it; a ftrong
check on population, from the difficulty of acquiring food, muft be
conftantly in operation. This difficulty muft fall fomewhere; and
muft neceflarily be feverely felt in fome or other of the various forms
of mifery, or the fear of mifery, by a large portion of mankind.
That population has this conftant tendency to increafe beyond
the means of fubfiftence, and that it is kept to its neceffary level by
thefe caufes, will fufficiently appear from a review of the different

ftates of fociety in which man has cxifted. But before we proceed
“to this review, the fubje& will perhaps be feen in a clearer light,

if . we endeavour to afcertain, what would be the natural increafe of
population if left to exert itfelf with perfe& freedom; and what
might be expected to be the rate of increafe in the proeduions of

the earth, under the moft favourable circum{’canccs of human in- .
duftry. A comparifon of thefe two rates of increafe will enable

us to judge of the force of that tcndcncy in population to increafc
beyond the means of fubfiftence, which has been ftated to exift.

It will be allowed, that no country has hitherto been known, where

- N B2 : the
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$ - Statement of the Subjest.  Ratios'of BOOK I.

the manners were fo pure and fimple, and the means of {ubfiftence
fo abundant, that no check whatever has exifted to carly marriages
from the difficulty of providing for a family; and no wafte of the
human - fpecies has been occafioned afterwards by vicious cuftoms,
by towns, by unhealthy occupations, or too fevere labour. Confe-
quently in. no ftate that we have yet known, has the power of
population been left to exert itfelf with perfect freedom.

“Whether the law of marriage be inftituted, or not, the di&tate of

nature and virtue feems to be an early attachment to one woman;
and where there were no: impediments of any kind in the way of

‘an union to which fuch an attachment would lead, and no caufes of

depopulation afterwards, the increafe of the human fpecies would be
evidently much greater than any increafe which has been hitherte
known.

In the northern ftates of America, where the means of fubfiftence .

have been more ample, the manners of the people more pure, and
the checks to early marriages fewer, than in any of the modern

_ ftates of Europe, the population was found to double itfelf for fome

fucceffive periods every twenty-five years. Yet even during thefe
periods, in fome of the towns, the deaths exceeded the births?;
and they confequently required a contmued fupply f'rom the country
to fupport their population.

‘In the back fettlements, where the fole employment was agti-
culture, and vicious cuftoms and unwholefome occupations were
unknown, the population was found to double itfelf in fifteen

years®, - Even this extraordinary rate of increafe is probably fhort
‘of the utmoft power of population. Very fevere lubour is requifite

to clear a frefh country; fuch fituations are not in general confidered

as particularly healthy; and the inhabitants were probably occa-

fionally fubject to the incurfions of the Indians, which might dcﬁ:roy
fome lives, or at any rate dummfh the ﬁ'UItS of their induftry.

® Price’s Obferv. on Reverf, Pay, vol. 1. p. 274. b Id. p, 282,

3 ‘ o . According
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“According to a table of Euler, calculated on a. mortahty of
1in 36, if the births be to the deaths in the proportion of 3 to I
the period of doubling will be only 12 ¢ years® +And thefe pro-
portions are not.only poflible fuppoﬁtlons, but have a&ually occur-
red for fhort periods in more countries than one.

Sir VVllham Petty fuppofes a doubling poflible in fo fhort a tlmc

as ten years ",
But to be perfeétly fure that we are far within the truth we will

take the floweft of thefe rates of increafe; a rate, in which all con-

curring teftimonies agree, and which has been repeatedly afccrtamed

to be from procreation only.

It may fafely be pronounced therefore, that population when un-
checked goes on doubling itfelf evcry twenty-five years, or increafes
in a geometrical ratio.

The rate according to which the produéhons of the carth may
be fuppofed to increafe, it will not be fo eafy to determine. Of
this, however, we may be perfe&ly certain, that the ratio of their
increafe muft be totally of a different nature from the ratio of the
increafe -of population. A thoufand millions arc juft as cafily

doubled: every twenty-five years by the power of population. as a.
thoufand. But the food to fupport the increafe from the greater

number will by no means be obtained with the fame facdl_ty Man is
neceffarily confined in room. When acre has been added to acre
till all the fertile land is occupied, the yearly increafe of food muft
depcnd upon the amelioration of the land already in: poﬁefﬁon
This is a {tream, which, from the nature of all foils, inftead- of in-

* creafing, muft be gradually diminithing, But populdtxon, could it be
‘fupplied with food, would go on with unexhaufted vigour; and

the increafe of one period would furnifh the power of a greater in-

creafe the next, and this, without any limit.
From the accounts we hwc of China and Japan, it may be

?’Polit. Arith, p. 14..
fairly

- » 3ce this table at the end of chap. iv. book ii;
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6 Statement of the Subject. . Ratios of ROOKI.
" fairly doubted, whether the beft direéted efforts of humah induftry

could double the produce of thefe countries even once in any num-

ber. of years. There are many parts of the globe, indeed, hitherto -

uncultivated, and almoft unoccupied ; but the right of exterminat-
ing, or driving into .a corner where théy muft ftarve, even the in-
habitants of thefe thinly peopled regions, will be queftioned in a
-moral view. The proces of improving their minds and directing

their induftry, would neceffarily be flow; and during this time,

as population would regularly keep pace with the increafing pro-

duce, it would rarcly happen that a great degree of knowledge and

mduftry would have to operate at once upon rich unappropriated
foil. - Even where this might take place, as it does fometimes
in'new colonics, a geometrical ratio increafes with fuch extra-
Qrdinary rapidity, that the advantage could not laft loﬁg. If Ame-
rica continue increafing, which fhe éértainly will do, though not
with the fame rapidity as formerly, the Indians will be driven fur-
ther and further back into the country, till the whole race is ulti-
matcly exterminated. : ‘ ‘
Thefe obfervations are, in a degree, applicable to all the parts of
the earth, where the foil is imperfectly cultivated. To exterminate
the inhabitants of the greateft part of Afia and Africa, is a thought
that could not be admitted for a moment. To civilize and dire&
the induftry of the various tribes of Tartars, and Negroes, would
certainly be a work of confiderable time, and of variable and un-
certain fuccefs. '

- Europe is by no means fo fully pecopled as it might be. In

" Europe, there is the faireft chance that human induftry may receive
its beft direGion. - The {cience of agriculture has been much ftudied

in England and Scotland; and there is ftill a great portion of un-

" cultivated land in thefe countries. Let us confider, at what rate

the produce of this ifland might be fuppofed to increafe under cir-

- cumftances the moft favourable to improvement.

If it be allowed, that by the beft poffible policy, and great cn-
: ' couragements
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CHAP. L. the Iuc::ezyé of Poj)hlati_m and Food. o

céurag’cments to agriculture, ‘the average produce of the iﬂa_nd
could be doubled in the firft twenty-five years, it will be allowmg..
probably a greater increafc than could with reafon be expected.
" In the next twenty-five years, it is impoffible to fuppofe that the
pfoﬂuce could be quadrupled. It would be contrary to all our
knowledge of the propertics of land. The improvemc'nt of the
barren parts would be a work of time and labour; and. it muft be
evident to thofe who have the flighteft acquaintance with agncu}—
tural fque&s, that in proportion as cultivation extended, the addi-
tions that could yearly be made to the former averagc‘produrce,( muft
be gradually and regularly diminifhing. That we may be the better
able to compare the increafe of population and food, ‘lct us make a
fuppofition, which, without pretending, to aceuracy, 15 clearly more
favourable to the power of production in the earth, than any expe-
rience that we have had of its qualities will wasrant.
. Let us fuppofe that the yearly additions which might be made
to the former average produce, inftead of decreafing, which they
cértainly would do, were to remain the fame; and that the pro-

~ duce of this ifland might be increafed every twenty-five years, by a

quantity equal to what it. at prefent produces : the moft enthufi-
aftic fpeculator cannot fuppofe a greater increafe than this. In a

" few centuries it would make cvery acre of land in the ifland like a.

garden. ’ . L 3
If this fuppofition be applicd to-the whole earth, and if it be al-

lowed that the fubfiftence for man which the carth affords, might
be increafed every twenty-five years by a quantity cqual to what it
“at prefent produccs, this will be fuppofing a ratc of increafe much.

greater than we can imaginc that any poffible exertions of mankind

could make it. _ o ;
It may be fairly pronounced therefore, that, confidering the pre-

fent average ftate of the carth, the means of fubfiftence; "under cir-

cumftances the moft favourable to human induftry, could not.

poffibly be made to increafc fafter than.in an arithmetical ratio..

The
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The neceﬂ'ary effe@s of thefe two different rates of mcreafe, when

brought together, will be very firiking. Lt us call the populatxon
of this ifland eleven millions ; and fuppofe the prcfent produce equal
to the eafy fupport of fuch a number.. In the firt twénty-five

years the population would be twenty-two -millions, and the food

being alfo doubled, the means of fubfiftence would be equal to this
increafe. In the next twenty-five years, the populatlon would be
forty-four millions, and the means of fubfiftence only cqual to the
fupport of thirty-three millions. In the next period the population
would be eighty-eight millions, and the means of fubfiftence juft

cqual to the fupport of half of that number 'And at the conclufion
of the firft century, the populdtlon would be a hundred and fe--
venty-fix millions, and the means of fubfiftence only cqual to the

fupport of fifty-five millions ; Ieawng a populatlon of a hundred
and twenty-one millions totally unprovided for. -

. Taking the whole earth inftead of this ifland, emigration would "
~ of courfe be excluded; and fuppofing the prefent populatlon

equal to a 'thoufand millions, the human fpecies would -
creafc as the numbers 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64, 128, 256 and
fubfiftence as 1, 3, 3, 4, 576, 7,8,9. In two centuries the po-
pulation would be to the means of fubfiftence as 256 to 9; -
three centuries as 4096 to I 3, and in two - thoufand years the dlf-
ference would be almoft incalculable.

In this fuppofition no limits whatever are placed to the produ(e

" of the carth. It may increafe for cver, and be greater than any
aﬁidnablc quantity ; yet fiill the power of population being i In every *
period fo much fuperior, thc increafe of the human’ fpecics can only .

be kept down to the lech of  the means of fubfiftence by the con-
ftant opcration of the ﬁrong ]aw of ncccﬁity a&md asa chcck upon
the greater power. .. ol
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CHAP IL

_Of the general C’/gecé.v to Population, and the Mode of their Operation.

- TuE checks to population, which are conftantly operating with more

or lefs force in every fociety, and keep down the number to the level
of the means of fubfiftence, may be claffed under two gcncral heads ;
the preventive, and the poﬁtlvc checks.

“The preventive check, is peculiar to man, and arifes from that dif-

tin&ive - fuperiority in his reafoning faculties, which enables him to -
“caleulate diftant confequences. Plants and animals have '1pparcntly
- no doubts about the future fupport of their offspring. The checks to -

their indefinite increafe, therefore, are all pofitive. But man cannot
look around *him, and fee the diftrefs ‘which frequently prefles upon
thofe who have ]argc families; he cannot contemplate his prefent

pofleffions or carnings, which he now nearly confumes himfelf, and -
~calculate ‘the amount of each fhare, when with very little addition

they muft be divided; perhaps, among feven or elght without fecling

a doubt, whether if he follow the bent of his inclinations, he may be

able to {upport the offspring which he will probably bring: into the

world. dna ftatc of equality, if fuch can éxift, this would be the |

fimple quc{’aon -In the prefent ftate of focicty other confiderations

“-occur. Will he not lower his rank in life, and be obhged to give up

in great meafure his former fociety ? Does any mode of employment
prefent itfelf by which he may reafonably hope to maintain a family ?

- Will he not at any rate fubjeét himfelf to greater difficultics, and
‘more fevere labour than in his fingle ftate ? Will he not be unable to
tranfmit to his children the fame advantages of . education and im-

c ‘ | provement
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19 Of the geﬂeml Checks to Populatmﬂ, ‘BOOK I.
.provement that he had himfelf poﬁ'cﬁ'ed? Does he even feel fecure

that, thould he have a large family, his utmoft cxertions can fave
them from rags, and {qualid poverty, and their confequent degrada-

"tion in the community ? And may he not be reduced to the grating

neceflity of forfeiting his independence, and of being obliged to the
fparing hand of charity for fupport ?

Thefe confiderations are calcuhted to prevent and certainly do
prevent, a great number of perfons in all civilized nations from pur-
fuing the dictate of nature in an early attachment to one woman.

If this reftraint do not produce vice, as-in many inftances is the

- cafe, and very generally fo among the middle and higher clafles of

women, it is undoubtedly the leaft cvil that can arife from the prin-
ciple of population. Confidered as a reftraint on an mclmatlon,

. otherwife innocent, and always natural, it muft be allowed to pro-

duce acertain degree of temporary unhappinefs ; but evidently flight,
compared with the evils which refult from any of the other checks to
population. R
When this ref’cramt produccs vice, asit does mof’c frequcntly among
men, and among a numerous. clafs of fomales the evils which follow
are but too confplcuous A proml_f'cqous 1nt<.rcourfe to fuch a -de-
groé as to prevent the birth of children, feems to lower in the moft
marked manner the dignity of human nature. It cannot be without
its effect on men, and nothing can be more obvious than its tendency
to degrade the female character, and to deftroy all its moft amiable
and dlfhnguxfhmg charac’tenﬁlcs Add to which, that among thofe
unfortunate females with which all great towns abound, more real
diftrefs and aggravated mifery are pcrhaps to be found, than in any

“other departmént of human life.

When a general corruption of morals, with regard to the fex, per-
vades all the claffes of fociety, its effe@s muft necefarily be, to poifon
the fprings of domeftic happinefs, to Wcakcp conJuga} fmd parental
affe@ion, and to leflen the united exertions and ardour of parents in
the care and cducatlon of their clnldren effeds, which cannot take

place

CILAP. IT. aiid the Mode of their Operation. * 11

- place without a decided diminution of the gencral happmefs and
. virtue of the fociety; particularly, as the neceﬂity of art in the ac-

complithment and condu& of intrigues, and in the concealment of
their confequences, neceffarily leads to many other vices.
* The pofitive checks to population arc extremely various, and in-

, clu(\lc every caufe, whether arifing from vice or mifery, which in any

degrce contributes to fhorten the natural duration of human life.
Under this head therefore may be enumerated, all unwholefome oc-
cupations, fevere labour and expofure to the fcafons, extreme poverty,
bad nurfing of children, ‘great towns, excefles of all kmds, the whole
train of common difeafes and epidemics, wars, peftilence, plaguc, and
famine. : :

- On examining thefe obftacles to the increafe of population which
I have claffed under the heads of preventive, and pofitive checks, it

- will appear that they are all rcfolvablc into moral rcﬁramt vice, and

mifery.

Of the preventive checks, that which is not followed by irregular
gratifications, may properly be termed moral reftr aint.

Promifcuous intercourfe, unnatural paffions, violations of the mar-
riage bed, and improper arts to conceal the confcqucnccs of 1rrcgular
‘connexions, clearly come under the head of vice. ’

-Of the pofitive checks, thofe which appear to arife unavoidably
:from the laws of nature may be called exclufively mifery ; and thofe
which we obvioufly bring upon ourfelves, fuch as wars, cxcefles, and
many others which i1t would be in our power to avoid, arc of a mixed
nature. They are brought upon us by vice, and their t:onfcqucnccn
are mifery 2

‘In

2 As the general confequcnce of vice is mifery, and as this confcquencc is the prec»fe

reafon why an aétion is termed vicious, it may appear that the term mifery alone would

be here fufficient, and that it is fuperfluous to ufe both. Butthe rejcéhon of the termvice
would introduce a confiderable confufion into our language and ideas. We want it par-

'tlcularly to diftinguith that clafs of adtions, the general tendency of which is to produce

mifery, but which, in their immediate or individual effects, may produce perhaps exactly
Ca2 the
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12 Of the general Checks 1o Population, . BOOK. L,
In every country, fome of thefe checks are, with more or lefs force;
in conftant operation ; yet notwithftanding their general prevalcncc,

there are few ftates in which there is not a conftant effort in the po-

-pulation to increafe beyond the means of fubfiftence.. This conftant
effort as conftantly tends to fubjed the lower claffes of fociety’ to
diftrefs, and to prcvent any grcat permanent amelioration of thcm
condition. S

“Thefe effeés, in thc prefent ftate of fociety, fcem to be’ produced '
in the following manner. We will fuppofe the means of {ubfiftence’

in any countfy juft equal to the eafy fupport of its inhabitants. The

conftant effort towards population, which 1s found to a& even in the’
moft vicious focieties, increafes the number of people before the means

of fubfiftence are increafed. The food therefore which before fup-

ported cleven millions, muft  now be divided among eleven millions-
and a half. The poor confequently muft live much worfe, and many
“of them be reduced to fevere diftrefs.” The number of labourers alfo :

being above the proportion of .work in the market, the price of la-
bour muft tend to fall ; while the price of provifions would at the
fame time tend to rife. The labourer therefore muft do more work,

to carn the fame as he did before. During this feafon of diftrefs, the -
difcouragements to marnagc, and the difficulty of rearmg a family
_are fo great, that population is nearly at a ftand. In the mean time,
the cheapnefs of labour, the plenty of labourers, and the neceffity of -
an increafed induftry among them, encourage cultivators to employ -
more labour upon their land; to turn up “frefh foil, and to manure

the contrary, ‘The gratification of all our paffions in its immediate effe& is happinef§,

"not mifery; and in individual inftances even the remote confequences (at leaft in this

life) come under the fame denomination. I have little doubt that there have been fome
irregular connexions with women, which have added to the happinefs of both parties, and

" have mjured no one. Thefe individual aGtions therefore cannot come under the head of

mifery. But they are flill evidently vicious, becaufe an action is fo denominated, thie
general tendency of which is to produce mifery, whatever may be its individual effect';-

“and no perfon can doubt the general tcndency of an 1lhcxt mtercourfc between the fexes,

to injure the happinefs of fociety.

and

B SN Y SO SUIP= s T

TSy
T L B S

e T R s TS om T S

[y T . .
e st e . PP R /-...,g“...«*-—-’

cmu'. 1. and the Mode of their Operation.” 13

and’ 1mprovc “more completely what is alrcady in tillage ;" till ultn-
mately the means of fubfiftence may become in the fame proportion
to the population, as at the period from which we fet out. The fitua~

tion of the labourer being then again tolerably comfortable, the re-

ftraints to population are in fome degree loofened ; and, aftera fhort
period, the fame retrograde and progreflive movements, with rcfpe&
to happinefs, are répeated. . .

This fort of ofcillation will not probably be obvious to common
view ; and it may be difficult even for the moft attentive obferver to
calculate its periods. Yet that, in the generality of old ftates, fome
fuch vibration does exift, though in.a much lefs markcd, and in a
much more n‘regular manner, than I have deferibed it, no refle&ting
man who confiders the fubjc& deeply can'well doubt..

One principal reafon why this ofcillation has been lefs remarked;
and lefs decidedly confirmed- by. expericnce than. might naturally be
expeéted, is, that.the hiftories of mankind. which . we. poflefs, are, in
general, Tiftorics only of the hlghcr clafles.. We have not many ac-

* counts, that can.be- depended upon,. of the manners and. cuftoms of

that partof mankind where theferetrograde and progreflive movements
chicfly take place.. A fatisfactory hiftory of this kind, of one people
and of one period; would require the conftant and minute attention
of many. obferving minds in local and general remarks on the ftate
of the lower clafles of fociety, and the caufes that influenced it; and
to. draw accurate inferences upon this fubje@, a fucceflion of fuch
hiftorians for. fome centuries ‘would be neceflary. This branch of
ftatiftical knowledge has of late years been attended to in fome coun-
tries®, and we may promife ourfelves a clearer infight into-the inter--
: ' nal
. = "The judicious queftions which Sir John Sinclair circulated in Scotland, and the very -
valuable accounts which- he has colle@ed in that part of the ifland, do him the bigheft
honour; and thefe accounts will ever remain an extraordinary monument of the learning,
good fenfe, and genéral information of the clergy of Scotland, It isto be rcgrettcd that.

the adjoining parifhes are not- put together in the work, which would have affifted the -

mcmory both in attaining and recolleting the fate of particular diftricts, The rcpetmons
7 o and :
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14 Of the general Checks fo Populaiion, . BOOKI
‘nal ftrucure of human fociety from the progrefs of thcifg inquiries:
But the f{cience may be faid yet to be in its infancy, and many of the
objedts, on which it would be defirable to have information, have been

cither omitted or not ftated with fufficient accuracy. Among thefe

perhaps may be reckoned, the proportion of the number of adults to
the number of marriages; the extent to which vicious cuftoms have
prevailed in confequence of the reftraints upon matrimony ; the com-

parative' mortality am_prfg the children of the moﬁ"diﬁ,reffcd partf of -

the comniqnity, and of thofe who liy'c rather ﬁ:orc: at th'eir. eafe; tAhe"
variations in the real price of labour ; the obfervable differences in the
ftate of the lower claffes of fociety with refpec to eafe and happinef,
at different times during a certain period ; and very accurate regifters
of births, deaths, and marriages, which are of the utmoft importance

in this fubjec. o -

A faithfu] hiftory, including fuch particulars, would tend greatiy to
elucidate the manner in which the conftant check upon population
alts; and would probably prove the cxiftence of the retrograde and
progreflive movements that have been mentioned ; though the times
of their vibration muft necefarily be rendered irregular from i:he' 6pe-
ration of many interrupting caufes; fuch as, the introduéion of or fai-
lure of certain manufactures, a greater or lefs prevalent {pirit of agri-
cultural enterprize ; years of plenty, or years of fcarcity ; wars, fickly

~ {eafons, poor laws, emigration, and other caufes of a fimilar nature.

~ A circumftance which has perhaps ‘more than any other contri-

buted to coﬁccéll this ofcillation from common view, is, the differ-

~ and contraditory opinions which occur are not in my opinion fo objeCtionable, as, to the

refult of fuch teftimony, more-faith may be given than we could poflibly give to the tefti-
mony of_' any individual. Even were this refult drawn for us by fome mafter hand, though
much valuable time would undoubtedly be faved, the information would not be fo fatis-

’faétory._‘ If, with a few fubordinate improvements, this work had contained accurate and

c;émi)léte regifters for the laft 150 years, it would have been ineftimable, and would have
€xhibited a better picture of the internal ftate of a country, than has yet been prefented to
the world, But this laft moft cffential improvement no diligence could have effected.

cnce
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‘ence between the nominal and real price of labour. 1t very rarely

happens that the nominal price of la_b.m;r univerfally falls; but we
well know that it fréquently remains the fame, while the nominal
px:ice. of provifions has been -gradually rifing. - This is, " in :éﬁ'cc'}%,
a real fall in the price of labour; and, during _this period, the gondL-
tion of the lower claflcs of the community muft be gradually grow-
ing worfe. ‘But the farmers and. capitalifts are growing rich from
the real cheapnefs of labour. Their increafing capitals enab}c them
to cmploy a greater number of men; and, as the population had

probably fuffered fome check from the greater difficulty of fupporting

a fafnily, thc'démar_ld forﬁAlabou'r, a.fter a ‘cc'rt’evl‘in« ‘pc'xfi'od‘, Would'bc
great in proportion to the fupply, and its price .would.of courfe rife,
if left to find its natural level; and thus the'wages‘ of labour, and
cohfcqucntly'.th;: condition- of the lower claffes of fociety, {night'
have progreflive and retrograde movements, though the price of
labour might never nominally fall. = » e

In favagé life, where there is no regular price of labour, it 1s Ixt.t]'c
to be doubted that fimilar ofcillations take place. When population.
has increafed nearly to the utmoft limits of the food, all the preven-
tive and the pofitive checks will naturally operate with increafed force.
Vicious habits with refpe@ to the fex will' be mare general, the
expofing of children more frequent, and both the probability, and
fatality, of wars and epidemicks, wil.I be confiderably greater; a.nd‘
thefe caufes will probably continue their operation till the population:
1s '\fuhk below the level of the food; and .thcn the return to
comparative plenty will again .produce an increafe, and, after a
certain period, its further progrefs will .aga'm be checked by the
fame caufes®, '

2 Sir James Steuart vcr):juﬁly compares the generative faculty to-a fpring loaded with:

a variable weight, (Polit. Econ. vol i. b.i. . 4. p.20.) which would of courfe produce: -

exadtly that kind of ofcillation which has been mentioned. In the ﬁr.il book of hisyPoli—-
tical Economy, he has explained many parts of the fubje@ of population very ably.

C3s . ~ But
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‘But thhout attemptmg to eftablith in all cafes thefe progreﬂi»e o : T i . T - k
-~ . -and’ rctrograde movements in different countrxes, which would evi- - o p . R T . )
' vdcntly require more minute hiftories than we poflefs, the followmg> ‘ ,. : : S : P . ;
propofitions are propofed to be proved: -
1. Population is neceffarily limited by the means of fubfiftence. S . : : '
2. Population mvanbly increafes, where the means of fubfiftence . 'A . . _ T CHAP 1L
mcreafc, unlefs prcvented by fome very powerful and obvious checks. S . - ' ' : ‘ Lo X
i . Thefe checks, and the checks which reprefs the fupcrxor power. o ' Qf the Checks to Population in the loweft Stage of Human Socicty
of populatlon, and keep its effe@s on a level with the means of fub- ' ‘~ S AN ' S :
fiftence, are all refolvable into moyal reftraint, vice, and mifery. S o T'u& wretched inhabitants of Terra del Fuego have been placed by
The firft of thefe propofitions fearcely needs illuftration.  The - L the gencral confent of voyagers at the bottom of the fcale of human
fecond and third will be fufficiently cﬁabhfhed by a rev1ew of thc o o bemgs Of their domeftic habits and manners, however, we have
' paft and prcfent ftate of fociety. : : few accounts. Their barren country, and the miferable ftate in
- This review will be the fubject of the fo]lowing chapters. o ' ‘ which they live, have prevented any intercourfe with them that
‘ ' - : o o ' : ' might give fuch information ; ‘but we cannot be at a lofs to conccwc
r thc checks to population among a race of favages, whofe very appear-
i ance indicates them to be half ﬁarvcd and who, fhivering with cold,
- and covered with filthand vermin, live in one of the moft inhofpita-
o . ble climates in the world, without having fagacity enough to provide
) ) g ¥ " themfelves with fuch conveniences as might mitigate its {feveritics, and
) ,; render life in fome meafure more comfortable b '
v ‘g Next to thefe, and almoft as low in genius and refources, havc been
"’Ei placed, the natives of Van Dieman’s land ¢ ; but fome late accounts
: _ ‘i‘ have reprefented the iflands of Andaman in the caft, as inhabited by
= a race of favages ftill lower in wretchednefs even than thefe. Every
{ I thing that voyagers have related of favage life, is faid to fall fhort of
‘ : ‘the barbarifm of this ‘people.” Their whole time is fpent in fearch of
t food ; and as their woods yield them few or no fupplies of animals,
. and but little vegetable diet, their principal occupation is that of
f . dlmbmg the rocks, or roving along the margin of the fea, in fearch ' . R
é L of a precarmus :meal of fith, which, during the tempeftuous {eafon, - * g )
. CHAP, - ' i 2 Cook’s'Firft 'Voy. vol. ii. p.59." - - . ¥ Second Voy vol. ii. p. 187 - -
-~ ; % g - * Vancouver’s Voy. vol. . b.iil. ¢ i. p 13, - N
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18 Of the Checks to Popi:latio‘n inthe '~ BOOKI.

‘ they often feck for in vain. Their ftature feldom exceeds five feet ;

their bellies are protubcrant, with lugh thoulders, large hcads, and
limbs difproportionably. flender. . Their countcnances exhibit the ex-
treme of wretchednefs, a horrid mixture of famine and ferocity ; and
their extenuated and difeafed figures plainly indicate the want of
wholefome nourifhment.  Some of thefe unhappy beings have been

found on the fhores in the laft ftage of famine .

In the next fcale of human beings perhaps we may place the inha-
bitants of New Holland, of a part of whom we have fome accounts

* that may be depended upon, from a perfon who refided a confiderable
time at Port Jackfon, and had frequent opportunities of being a wit-

nefs to their habits and manners. The narrator of Captain Cook’s
- firft voyage having mentioned the very {mall number of inhabitants
~ that was feen on the caftern coaft of New Holland, and the apparent
_ inability of the country, from its defolate ftate, to fupport many more,

obferves, ‘ By what mcans the inhabitants of this country are reduced

_to fuch a number as it can fubfift, is not perhaps very cafy to guefs ;
'« whether, like.the inhabitants of New Zealand, they are deftroyed

Cm

« by the hands of each other in contefts for food, whether they arc
¢ fwept off by accidental famine, or whether there is any caufe that

-

e prevents the increafe of the fpecms, muit be ]cft for future adven-

S

 turers to determine b.”.
"The account which Mr Collms has given of thefe favagcs will, I

‘ hope, afford in fome degree a fatisfaory anfwer. They are defcribed

as, in general, neither tall nor well made. Their arms, legs, and

“thighs, are thin, which 1s afecribed to the pOOl‘anb of their mode of
- living. Thofe who inhabit the fea-coaft depend almoft entirely on

fith for their fuftenance, relieved occafionally by a repaft on fome
large grubs which are found i n the body of the dwarf gum tree. The
very feanty ftock of animals in the woods, and the very great labour

- Syme’s Embaﬁ'y to Ava, ch. 1. p. 129. and Afiatic Rc['carchcs, vol iv. p. 401,
b Cook’s Firlt Voy. wol iii. p.240.
neceflary
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CHAP. IIT. : lowefl Stage of Human Society. ' 19

neceflary to take them, keep the inland natives in- as poor a condi-
tion as their brethren on the coaft. They are compelled to climb
the talleft trees after honey, and the {maller animals, fuch as the fly-
ing {quirrel and the opoflum. When the ftems arc of great height,
and without branches, which is generally the cafe, in thick forefts,

this is a procefs of great labour, and is effeted by cutting a notch’

with their ftone hatchets for cach foot fucceflively, while thc1r left
arm cmbraccs the tree. Trees were obferved notched in this man-
ner to the hexght of eighty fect before the firft branch, where the
hungry favage could hope to meet with any reward for fo ‘much toil®.

The woods, exclufive of the animals occafionally found in them,
afford but little fuftenance. A few berries, the yam, the fern root,

_and the flowers of the dlﬁ'ercnt bankﬁa, make up the wholc of the

vegetable catalogue®.

. A native with his child, furpnfed on the banks of the Hawkibury
river by fomc of our colonifts, launched his canoc in a hurry, and left
behind him a fpcc1rncn of his food, and of the delicacy of his fto-
mach. From a piece of water-foken wood, full of holes, he had been
extracting and eating a large worm. The {mell both of the worm
and its habitation was in the higheft degree offenfive. Thefc worms,
in the language of the country, are called cah-bro; and a tribc of na-
tives dwcllmg inland, from the c1rcumﬁanc<, of cating thefe loath-
{fome worms, is named Cah- brogal The wood natives alfo make a
pafte formed of the fern root, and the large and {mall ants bruifed
together, and, in the feafon, add the eggs of this infect®. A

In a country, the inhabitants of which are driven to fuch refources
for fubfiftence, where the fupply of animal and vegetable food 1s fo

extremely fcanty, and the labour neceflary to procure it is fo fevere,

it is evident, that the population muft be very thinly fcattered in pro-

portion to the territory. Its utmoft bounds muft be very narrow.

‘3 ‘Collins’s Account of New South Wales, Appt;.ndix, p. §49. 4to.
® Id. Appen. p. 557, . ¢ Id. Appen. p. 558.
D2 Bat
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But when -we advert to the ftrange and barbarous cuftoms of thefe

.'peol?le, th.c cruel treatment of their women, and the .difficulty of
. rearing chll_drcn'; inftecad of being furprifed that it does not -more -
‘ frequently prefs to pafs the{c bounds, .we fhall be rather inclined to.

confider even thefc fcanty refources as more than fufficient to fupport

all the popu]ation that could grow up under fuch circumftances. -
The prelude to love in this country is violence, and of the moft biu-

tal nature. ~The favage feleds his intended :wife  from the women

- of a different tribe, -generally one at enmity with his.own. He fteals

upon her in the abfence of he_r protectors, -and having firft ftupified

her with blows of a club, or wooden fword, on the head, back, and -

tThoulders, every one of which is followed by a ftream of blood, he drags
her through the woods by one arm, regardlefs of the’ ftones and
broken ‘pieces of trees that may lie in his route, and anxious only to
convey his prize - in fafety to:his own party, where a moft brutal
'fcer}c enfues. The woman thus ravithed becomes his wife, and is in-
corporated into the tribe to which he belongs, and but feldom quits
him for another. The outrage is not refented by the relations of the
female, who only retaliate by a-fimilar outrage when it is in their
power?. S : : C
+* The union of the fexes takes place at an early age, and inﬁénces
were known, to our colonifts of very young girls having been much
and fhamefully-abufed by the males®. ' z
The condu& of the hufband to his wife, or wives, feems to be
nearly in chara&ter with this ftrange and barbarous mode of court~

- fhip. The females bear on their heads the traces of the fuperiority

of the males, which is cxercifed almoft as foon as they find ftrength
in ﬂle_ir arms to inﬁi& ‘a blow. Some of thefe unfortunate bcings
'lifw'c been obferved with more fears on their thorn heads cut every |
dire&ion, than could well be counted. Mr. Collins “feclingly ‘fays,
« The conditiqn_of thefe women is fo wretched, that T have often, on

a Collins’s N. S, Wales, Appen. p.'559." b Appen. p;563.4
<« feeing

I
|3
i
]

3
4

i

e

@ | et

CHAP. IIL " loweft Stage of Human Society. - 21
¢ feeing a female child borne on its mothers fhoulders, anticipated the-
¢« _miferies to which it was born, and thought it would be a mercy-
« to deftroy it>.” In another place, fpeaking of Bennilong's wife.
being delivered of a child, he fays, < I here find in my. papers a note
¢ that for fome offence Bennilong had feverely beaten this  woman.

¢ in the morning, a thort time before The was delivered®.” :
Women treated in this brutal manner muft neceffarily be fubject.
to frequent mifcarriages, and it is-probable that “the abufe of very-
young girls, mentioned above as common, and the too early union of
the fexes in general,. would tend to prevent the females from being
prolifick. Inftances of a plurality of wives were found more frequent
" than of a fingle wifc; but what is extraordinary, Mr. Collins did not-
recolle& ever to have noticed children by more than one. He had
heard from fome of the natives, that the firft wife cluimed an:exclu--

five right -to 'the conjugal embrace, while thc: fecond was merely -

the flave and drudge of both ©. ‘ , . S
An abfolutely exclufive right in the firft wife to the conjugal em=.
brace feems to- be hardly probable; but it is-poflible that. the fecond’
wife might not be allowed to rear her offspring. At any rate, if the:
obfervation be generally true, it proves that a great part of the women

are without children, which can only be accounted for from the very
fevere hardfhips which they undergo, or from fome particular cuftoms.

which may not have come to the knowledge of Mr. Collins.

1f the mother of a fucking ichild die, the helplefs infant is buricd.k

alive in the fame grave with its mother. The father himfelf places
his living child on the body of his dead wife, and having thrown 2
large ftone upon it, the grave s inftantly filled by the other natives.

This dreadful a&t was performed by Co-le-be, a native well known

“to our colonifts, and who, on being talked to on the fubjed, juftified

the proceeding by declaring that no woman could be - found who-
would undertake to nurfe the child, and that therefore it muft have.

: Colling’s N 8. Wales, Appen., p. §83. U Appen. note p: g62.  ~¢ Appen. p. 560:
. . o - . died
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dlcd a much worfe déath’ than that which he had given it. Mr.,
‘Collins had " reafon to believe that this cuftom was generally preva-
Ient, and obferves, that it may in fome meafure account for the
thmne{s of the population 2.

:Such acuftom, though in itfelf perhaps it mxght not much

affe@t the population of a country, places in a- ﬁrong point of
view the: difficulty of rearing children in favage life. Women,
obhged by their - habits of living to a conftant change of place, and
‘compelled to an unremitting drudgery for their hufbands, appear to

~ be abfolutely incapable of bringing up two or three children nearly

of - the fame age. If another child "be born before the one above
it can fhift for itfelf, and follow its mother on foot, one -of the

. two muft almoft neceflarily - perith for want of care. The tatk

of rearing even one infant, in fuch a wandering and. laborious
life, muft be fo troublefome and painful, that we are not to beé
furprifed that no woman can be. found to undertake it, who is not
prompted by the powerful feelings of a mother. '

To thefe caufes, which forcibly reprefs the rifing generation,
muft be added thofe which contribute fubfequently to deftroy it ;
fuch as the frequent wars of thefe favages with different tribes, and

their perpetual contefts with each other; their ftrange fpirit of re-

taliation and revenge which prompts the midnight murder; and the
frequent ﬂleddihg of innocent blood ; the fmoke and filth of their
miferable habitations, and their poor mode of living, produdive of
loathfome ‘cutancous diforders, and above all, a dreadful cpidemic like
the fmall- ~pox, which fweeps off great numbers®.

In the year 1789 they werc vifited by this epidemic which raged

-among them with all the appearance and virulence of the {mall-
pox. The defolation that it occafioned was almoft incredible. Not N

a living perfon was to be found in the bays and harbours that were

3 Collins’s N.S, Waies, Appendlx, p.6o7. . '
b Sece generally, the Appendix to Collms s Account -of the Englifh Colony in New
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- before the moft frequented. Not a veﬁngc of a human foot was

~ to be traced on the fands. They had left the dead to bury the dead.

The excavations in the rocks were filled with putrid bodies, and in
many places the paths were covered with fkeletons *. '

. Mr. Collins was informed, that the tribe of Co-le-be, the native

mentioned before, had been reduced by the effe&s of this dreadful.
diforder to three perfons; who found themfclves obliged to unite
with fome other tribe to prevent their utter extinétion®:

Under fuch powerful caufes of depopulation, we fhould naturally
be inclined to fuppofe that the.animal and vegetable produce of the
country would be increafing upon the thinly fcattered inhabitants,

and, added to. the fupply of fith frorn their fhores, would be more:

than fufficient for their. confumptlon yet, it appears upon the
“whole, that the population is in general fo necarly on a level with
the average fupply of food, that every little deficicncy from unfavour-
ablc weather, or other caufes, occafions diftrefs. Particular times,
when the inhabitants feemed to be in great want,. arc mentioned as
not ‘uncommon, and at thefe pcnods, fome of the natives wcrc
found reduced to ﬂ«;elctons, and almoﬁ ﬁarvcd to death c

a Collins's N. S. Wales, Appemlix, p.‘ 597. b 1d. Appcndix, p- 598"
¢ Id. c.iii. p. 34. and Appendix, p. 551
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CHAP 1IV.

Of the Checks to Population among the American Indians.

y

VV E. may next turn our.view to the vaft continent of America, -
ithe greateft part of whlch was found to be inhabited by ﬁnall :

independent tribes of fdvagcs, fubfifting nearly in a fimilar mannet
:to the natives of New Holland on the produ&xons of unaffifted na-
“ture. The foil was covered by an almoft univerfal foreft, and pre-
fented few of thofe fruits and efculent vegetables which grow in fuch
profuﬁon in the iflands of the South Sea. The produce ofa moft rudc
.and 1mperfcé’c agnculturc, known to fome of the tribes of hunters, was
{o trifling as to be confidered only as a feeble aid to the fubfiftence

-acquired by the chace. The 1nhab1tants of this new World there-

~ forc, might be confidered as' living principally by. hunting and
fithing *; and the narrow limits to this - mode, of fubfiftence are
~obvious. The fuppliés derived from ﬁﬂnng could extend only to
thofe who were within a certain diftance of the lakes, the rivers,

or the fea-thore ; and the Jgnorancc and indolence of the improvi-

dent favage would frequently prevent him from extending the bene-
Afits of thefe fupplies much beyond the time when they were a&ually

cobtained. “The great extent of territory required for the fupport of
~ the hunter has been repeatedly ftated and acknowledged®. The
number of wild animals within his reach, combined with the fa-
- cility with which they might be either killed or cnfnared, muft

* Robertfori’s Hiftory of America, vol.ii. b, iv. p. 127, et feq. ofavo edit, 1780.
» Franklin’s Mifcell. p. 2. °
- ' neceflarily
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neceflarily limit the number of his focicty.  Tribes of hunters, like
beafts of prcy, whom they refemble in their mode of fubfiftence,
will confequently be thinly fcattered over the furface of the carth.
Like beafts of prey, they muft cither drive away, or fly from, every
rival, and be engaged in perpetual contefts with cach other?,

Under fuch circumftances, that America fhould be very thm]y
peopled in proportion to its extent of territory, is merely an exem-
plification of the obvious truth, that population -cannot increafe
without the food to fupport it. But the interefting part of the
inquiry, that part, to which I would with partiéularly to draw the
attention gf the reader, is, the mode by which the population is
kept down to the level of this fcanty fupply. It cannot efcape ob-
fervation, that an infufficient fupply of food to any people, does
not thew 1tfclf mercly in the ﬂlape of famme, but in other more
permanent forms of diftrefs, and in gcneratmg certain cuftoms,
which operate fometimes with greater force in the fupprcﬁion of a
rifing populatlon, than in its fubfequcnt deftruétion.

- It was generally remarked, that the American women were far .
from being prolific, their marriages feldom producing above two or

‘three children®. This unfruitfulnefs has been attribufed by fome

to a want of ardour in the men towards their women ; a featurc of
chara&er, which has been - confidered as peculiar to the American
favage It is not however peculiar to this race ; but p1obably exifts
in a great degree among all barbarous nations, whofc food 1s poor
and infufficient, and who live in a conftant apprehenfion of being
prefled by famine, or by an enemy. Bruce frequently takes no-
tice of it, particularly, in reference to the Galla and Shangalla, fa-

2 Robertfon, b.iv. p. 120.
b Robertfon, b.iv. p. 106. Burke’s America, vol.i. p. 187 Ch1rle\om, Hift.

de la Nouvelle France, tom. iii. p. 304. Lafitau, Meceurs des Sauvages, tom. 1. p. 590,

In the courfe of this chapter I often give the fame references as Robertfon; but never,
without having examined and verified them myfelf, Where T have not had an oppor-
tunity of doing this, I refer to Robertfon alone. : ,
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vage nations on the borders of Abyﬁihia“ ; and Le Vaillant mentions

. the phlegmatic tempcrament of the Hottentots as the chief reafon

of their thin population®.” It feems to be generated by the hard-
ﬂ]ii)s and dangers of favage life, which take off the attention from
the fexual paffion.. And that thefc arc the principal caufes of it
among the Americans, rather than any abfolute conftitutional dc-
fe&; appears probable, from its diminifhing, nearly in propor-
tion to the degrec in which thefe caufes are mitigated, or removed.
In thofe countries of America; where, from peculiar fituation or
further advantages in improvémcnt, the hardfhips of favage life are
lefs feverely felt, the paffion between the fexes becomes more ardent.
Among {ome of the tribes feated on the banks of rivers well ftored
with fifh, or others that inhabit a territory greatly abounding in’
game - or much improved in agriculthre, the women ' are . more

" valued and admired ; and as hardly any reftraint is impofed on the

gratification of defire, the diffolutidn of their manners is {fometimes

exceflive °. S S -
If. we -do not then confider this apathy of the Americans as a

" natural defedt in the bodily frame, but merely as a general cold-

nefs, and an infrequency of the calls of the fexual appetite, wg
fhall not be inclined to give much weight to it as affe@ing the num-
ber of children to a marriage; but fhall be difpofed to look for the

_.caufe of this unfruitfulnefs in the condition and cuftoms of the

women in a favage ftate. And here we fhall find rcafons amply
fufficient to account for the fact in queftion. 4

It is finely obferved by Dr. Robertfon, that ¢ Whether ‘man
¢ has "been improved by the progrefs of arts and ¢ivilization, is.a

s Travels to difcover the Source of the Nile, vol.ii. p.223. 559
"» Voyage dans I'Interieur de V' Afrique, tom. i, p. 12,13 _
¢ Robertfon, b. iv. p.41.  Lettres Edif. & Curicufes, tom vi.. p. 48. 322, 330,
tom. vii. p. 20. 12mo. cdit. 1780, Charlevoix, tom. iii. p. 303, 423. Hennepin,
Meeurs des Sauvages, p. 377 B : : -
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‘_ quettion, x.vlnch in the wantonnefs of difputation has been agitated
f-among philofophers.  That women are indebted to the refine-

¢« . H '
ment of polithed manners for a happy change in their ftate,

-

(13

America their condition is fo peculiarly grievous, that fervitude is
a name too mild to defcribe their wretched ftate. VA wife 1s no
better thana beaft of burthen. W hile the man pafles his days in idle-
nefs. or an?ufcment, the woman . is condemned to inceflant toil
Tz?ﬂ{s are impofed upon her without . nﬁcrcy ‘and fervices are r*.
cg.wcd. without complacence or gratitude®. ,Thcre are fom‘c d:f:
triéts in Americq where this ftate of degradation has been fo fcvchI-
felt, that mothers have deﬁroycd their fcm-ale infants, to dclivc{

l t
mlfcrablc ﬂaSCI) .

. -This ftate of depreffion and conftant labour added to the unavoid-

al;lc Ihf;gdﬂlip% of favage life muft be very unfavourable to the office
of child-bearing®; and. the libertinage which generally prevails

amo ‘ i i
imong the women before ‘marriage, with the habit of procuring °

_abortions, in which.thcy rarcly fail, muft neceflarily render them
more unfit for bearing children afterwards®.. Onc of the mif

fionaries fpcaku}g of the common pradice among the -Natchez of

- changing their wives, adds, unlefs they have children by them, a

e Robertfon; b.iv. p. £03;

b ' : ' 4 » :
to,h’%?beltfon’ b.iv. p. 103.  Lettres Edif. paffim. Charlevoix Hift. Nouv. Fr
of ;{ub p-287.  Voy. de Peroufe; c. ix. p. 402. 4to. London o
A Ro ertfon, b.iv. p. 105. Lettres Edif. tom. vi, p. 329./ Major Roger’s Nortl

merica, p. 211, Creuxii Hift. Canad, p. 57, ; o

4 Robertfon, b, iv. p. 106. '
10 vol. 1793. .

" © Robertfon, b.iv. p. 106. Creuxii Hift. Canad. p. ‘57.' Lafitau, tom, i. p- 590

f Robertfon, b, iy. 1l :
b 187, 5 v, p.72, Ellis’s Yoyagc?' p- 198.' Burke’s A'flncrica, vol, 1.

Raynal, Hift. des Indes, tom. iv. c. vii. p‘. 110. 8vo.

E 2 proof,

1s a point, which can admit of no doubt®” In every part of the '
:ivc}rl.cfi', onclnof the moft gencral charaeriftics of the favage is to-

lefpife and degrade ¢ b C 3 ibes i1
p grade the female fex®.  Among moft of the tribes in-

s o s b i s
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proof, that, thefe mafriagcé were in general unfruitful, which may
be accounted for from the libertine lives of the women before

wedlock, which he had previoufly noticed *. - :

" The caufes, that Charlevoix affigns, of the fterility of the American
\‘womcn, are, the fuckling their children for feveral years, during
which time they do not cohabit with their hufbands; the exceflive
labour to which they are always -condemned in whatever fituation
they may be; and the cuftom eftablithed in many places of per-
mitting the young women to proftitute themfelves before marriage.
Added to this, he fays, the extreme mifery to which thefe people are
fometimes reduced, takes from them all defire of having children?®.
Among fome of the ruder tribes it is a maxim not to burdcn them-
felves with ‘rearing more than two of their offspring®. thrx
twins are born, one of them is commonly abandoned, as the
mothcr cannot rear them both, and when a mother dies during

the pcrlod of fuckhng her child, no chance of preferving its life
remains, and, as in New Holland, it is buried in the fame gravc’,»

with the breaft that nounihcd it
"As the parents are frequently cxpofed to want, themfelves, the
difficulty of fupporting their children becomes at times fo great,

that they are reduced to the neceffity of abandoning or deftroying

them®. Deformed children are very generally expofed; and among
fome of the tribes in South America, the children of mothers Who
do not bear their labours well, experience a fimilar fate, from a fcar
that the offspring may mhcnt the weaknefs of its parent ‘.

To caufcs of this nature we muft afcribe the remarkable cxcmp- ’

"tion of the Americans from deformities of make. Even when a mo-
ther endeavours to rear all her children without diftinétion, fo great

a Lettres Edif. tom. vii. p. 20. 22. t Charlevoix, N. Fr. tom. iii. p. 304.

¢ Robertfon, b.iv, p. 107.  Lettres Edif. tom. ix, p. 140. 4 Robertfon,
b.iv. p. 1¢. Lettres Edif. tom. viii. p. 86. ¢ Robertfon, b. iv. p. 108.

f Lafitaw, Meurs des Sauv. tom, iv p. 592.

a proportion
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a proportion of the whole number perifhes under the rigorous

~ treatment that muft be their lot in the favage ftate, that probably

nonc of thofe who labour under any original weaknefs or infir-

_mity can attain the age of manhood. If they be not cut off as foon’

as they arc born, they cannot long protract their lives under the
fevere difcipling that awaits them®  In the Spanifh provinces, where
the Indians do not live fo laborious a life, and are prevented from
deftroying their children, great numbecrs of them are deformed,
dwarﬁﬂl, mutilated, blind, and deaf®,

Polygamy feems to have been gencrally allowed among the Ame-
ricans, but the privilege. was feldom ufed, except by the chlqucs
and chiefs, and now and then by others in fomc of the fertile pro-
vinces of the South, where fubfiftence was more cafily procured.
The difficulty of fupporting a family confined the mafs of the people
to one wife °; and this difficulty was fo generally known and ac-
knowledgcd that fathers, before they confented to give their daugh-
ters in marriage, required uncquivocal proofs in the fuitor ot his fkill
in hunting, and his confequent ability to fupport a wife and chil-
dren®, The women, it is faid, do not marry early % and this feems
to be confirmed by the libertinage among them before marrlagc, fo

 frequently taken notice of by the miffionaries and other writers f

The cuftoms above enumerated, which appear to have been gene-
rated principally by the experience of the difficulties attending the

rearing of a family, combined with the great proportlon of children’

that muft neceflurily perifh under the hardfhips of favage life, in fpite

a Charlevoix, tom, iii. p. 303. Raynal, Hift, des Indes, tom. viii. 1. xv. p. 22.

b Robertfon, b.iv. p. 43. Voyage d’Ulloa, tom.i. p.232. ¢ Robertfon,
b.iv.-p. 102.  Lettres Edif. tom. viii. p. 87. 4 Lettres Edif. tom. ix.
p. 364. Robertfon, b.iv. p.113. ¢ Robertfon, b. iv. p. 107. f Lettres
Edif. pafim.  Voyage d’Ulloa, tom. i, p. 343.  Burke’s America, vol. i, p.187.
Charlevoix, tom, iii. p. 303, 304.
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of the beft “cfforts of their parents to fave them? muft, thhout
doubt, moft powerfully reprefs the rifing generation.

When the young favage, by a-fortunate train of circumftances,
bas pafled fafely through the perils of his childhood, other dan-
gers fcarcely lefs formidable await him on his approach to manhood.

The difeafes to which man is fubje@ in the favage ftate, though .

fewer in numbcr, _arc more violent and fatal than thofe which pre-
\fall in civilized fociety. = As favages are wonderfully 1mproudent

and their means of fubfiftence always precarious, " they often pafs

from the cxtreme of want to exuberant plenty, according to the
viciffitudes of f'ortune in the chace, “or to the variety in the produc-
tions of the feafons®. Their inconfiderate gluttony in the one cafe,
and their fevere abftinence in the other, are equally prejudicial to

‘thc human conftitution ; and their vigour is accordingly at fome

- {eafons 1mpa1rcd by want, and at others by a fuperfluity of - grofs
“aliment, and the diforders arifing from indigeftions.  Thefe,
“which may be confidered as the unavoidable confequence of- their
‘mode of living, cut off confiderable numbers in the prime of life,
"They are likewife extremely fubjet to confumptions, to pleuretic,
"afthmatic, and paralytic diforders, brought on by the immoderate

hardfhips and fatigues which they endure. in hunting and ‘war, - and

by the inclemency of the feafons to which they are - contmually
" expofed ®. ’

The miffionaries fpcak of the Indians in South Amcnca as fub-—:

je& to pcrpctual difeafes for which they know no remedy e, If;no—
rant of the uic of the moft fimple herbs, or of any change in
their grofs dict, they die of thefe difeafes in great numbers. The

2 Crcuxius‘fays,' that fearcely one in thirty reach manhood,” "(Hift. Canad. P-57);
but this muft be a great exaggeration, b Robertfon, b.iv. p. 85. ¢ Char-
levoix, tom.iii. p. 302, 393. 4 Robertfon, .b. iv. p. 86. - Charlevoix, tom. iii.
p. 364. Lafitau, tom. ii. p. 360, 361. ¢ Lettres Edif, tom. viii. p. 83.

jefuit
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jefuit F auque fays, that, in all the different excurfions which he had
made, he fearccly found a fingle individual of an advanced age®.
Robertfon determines the period of human life to be fhorter among

favages than in well-regulated and induftrious communities®. Ray-

nal, notwithftanding his frequent_ declarations in favour of favage
life, faysAof the Indians of Canada, that few are {0 long lived as
our people, whofe manner of living is more uniform and. tranquil ©.
And Cook and Peroufe confirm thefe opinions in the remarks which
they make on fome of the inhabitants of the noithweft coaft of
America 4.

In the vaft plains of South America, a burning fun operating on
the extenfive {wamps and the inundations that fucceed the rainy
feafon, fomg:tlmcs generates. dreadful epidemics. - The mififionaries

* fpeak of - contagious diftempers as frequent among the Indians, and

occafioning at times a great mortality in their villages®. The {mall-
pox every where makes great ravages, as, from want of carc, and
from confined habitations, very few that are attacked recover from
itf. The Indians of Paraguay are faid' to be cxtremcly fubje& to
contagious diftempers, notwithftanding the care and attentions of
the Jefuits. The fmall-pox and malignant fevers, which, from the

ravages they make, are called plagues, frequently defolate thefe

flourithing miffions, and, according to Ulloa, are the caufe that they
had not increafed in proportion to the time of their cftablifhment,
and the profound peace which they had enjoye eds.

Thefe cpidemics arc not conﬁned to the fouth, They are men-
tioned as if they were not uncommon among the more northern
nations" ; and, in a late voyage to the northweft . coaft of Ame-
rica, captain Vancouver gives an account of a moft cxtraordinary

. * Letres Edif. tom. vii. p. 357. et feq. b b.iv. p. 86. ¢ Raynal,
b. xv. p. 23. 4 Cook, third Voy. vol. iii. ch.ii. p. 520. Voy. dc Peroufe,
ch. ix. ¢ Lettres Edif. tom. viii. p. 79. 339. tom.ix, p.125.

f Voyage 4’Ulloa, tom. i. p. 349.

g Id, tom, i, p. 549.
h Lettres Edif, tom. vi. p- 335- : .

- defélafion
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defolation apparehtly_prbducvgd by fome diftemper of this ‘kmd.‘

From New Dungenefs he traverfed a hundred :j.nd ﬁ'fty miles of
the coaft without fecing the fame nurnb;cr of inhabitants. De--
ferted villages were frequent, cach of whlch’ was large ent?ugll to
contain all the fcattered favages that had been obircrvcd in that
extent of country. In the different cxcurﬁqns Wh.xch he made,
, Pa-rticularly about Port Difcovery, ’;hc fkglls, 1.1mbs, ribs, and back~.
bones, or fome other veftiges of the human b0(.1y,‘ were {cattered
promifcuouﬂy in great numbers ; and, as no_warhke {cars were ob-
ferved on the bodies of the remaining Indxans,. and no particular
figns of fear and fufpicion, the moft probable conjecture f¢ems.- to bci
that this depopulation muft have been occafioned by peftilentia

difeafe®. The fmall-pox appears to be common and fatal among
thc; Indians on this coaft. Its indelible marks were ‘t))bfcrvcd on
many, and feveral had loft the fight of one cye from it". .

* In general, it may be remarked of favages, f_hat, from their ex-
“treme igndr:ahcc, the dirt of their perfons, and .thc‘ clofenefs ‘and
filth of their cabins ¢, they lofe the advantage which ufually .att.ends,
a thinly peopled country, that, of being .morc'cxempt from pe{hlcn-t-‘
tial difcafes, than thofe which are fully inhabited. In forTle parts o

America the houfes are built for the reception of many dxﬁjqrcnt fa-
milies, and fourfcore or a hundred people are crowded togegher
under the fatne roof. When the fz}mi]ics “Vt'i‘ fcparatc.ly, the huts
are éxtremcly {mall, clofe, and wretched, without windows, and
with the doors fo low, that itis neceffary to creep on the hands and

knees to enter them® On the northwc& coaft of America, vth-c‘
_houfcs are in general of the large kind; and Meares defcribes onc of

moft extraordinary dimenfions belonging to & chief near Noqtka

2 Vancouvcr’s Voy. vol. i, b.ii. c.v. p. 256. s b Id. c.iv. p.242.

< Charlevoix fpeaks in the ftrongeft terms of the extreme filth and ftench of the Ame- -

. oyt 2 2 . t
sican cabins, ¢On ne peut entrer dans leur cabanes qu’on ne foit impefté ; and»the dir
of their meals, he fays, ¢¢vous feroit horreur.”  Vol. iil. p. 338.
" 2 Robertfon, b.iv. p. 182, Voyage d’ Ulloa, tom, i, p. 340-

Sound,
7
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Sound, in which cight hundred perfons eat, fat, and flept®. Al
- voyagers agree with refpet to the filth of the habitations, and the
perfonal naftinefs of the people on this coaft®. Captain Cook de-
feribes them as fwarming with vermin, which they pick off and cat*;
and tl/le naftinefs and ftench of their houfes, he fays, is cqual to their
confufion?. Peroufc declares that their cabins have a naftinefs and

ftench, to which the den of no known animal in the world can be .

compared °.

Under fuch circumftances, it may be eafily imagined what a dread-

ful havoc an epidemic muft make, when once it appears among them;
and it does not feem improbable, that the degree of filth deferibed
thould géncraté diftempers of this nature, as the air of their houfes
cannot be much purer than the atmofphere of the moft crowded
cities. :
ftantly cxpofed to the chances of war ; and notwithftanding the ex-
treme caution of the Americans in conduéing their military opera-
tions, yet as they feldom enjoy any interval of peace, the wafte of
their numbers in war is confiderable &, The rudeft of the American
nations are well acquainted with the rights- of cach community to its
own domainss.  And as it is of the utmoft confequence to prevent
others from deftroying the game in their h'}mting grounds, they guard

this national property with a jealous attention.” Innumerable fubjects .

of difputc. neceflarily arife. The neighboﬁring nations live in a per-
petual ftate of hoftility with each other®.  The very act of incrédﬁng
in onc tribe, muft be an a& of aggreflion on its neighbours, as a ]ai’gcr’
range of territory will be neceflary to fupport its increafcd numbers,

* Meares’s Voyage, ch. xii. p. 138. b Id. ch. xiii. p. 252. Vancouver’s Voy.
vol. iii. b.vi. c.i. p. 313. < Cook’s 3d Voyage, vol. ii. p. 305. © de il p. 316,
. ¢ Voy, de Peroiife, ch. ix. p. 403. f Charlevoix, Hift, N. I'r. tom. iii. 202,
203, 429- g Robertfon, b.iv. p. 147. b Ibid. - Lettres Edif. tom. viii. p. 40,

26, & paffim.  Cook’s 3d Voy, vol.ii, p. 324. Meares’s Voy. ch. xxiv. p. 267.
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" librium is reftored by mutual lofles, or till the weaker party is extermi- .
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The conteft will in this cafe naturally continue, either till the"equi-
nated, or driven from its country. - 'When the irruption of an enemy

defolates their cultivated lands, or drives them from their hunting
grounds, as they have feldom any portable flores, they arc generally

" reduced to extreme want. All the people of the diftri& invaded are

frequently forced to take refuge’ in woods or mountains which can af-

~ ford them no fubfiftence, and where many of them perifh®. In fucha

ﬂight'edch confults alone his individual fafety.  Children defert their
parents, and parents confider their children as ftrangers. - The ties of
naturé are no longer binding. A father will fell his fon for a knife
or a ‘Thatchet®. - Famine, and diftrefles of every kind, complcte the
deftru&ion of thofe whom the fword had fparéd ; and in this man-
ner whole tribes are frequently extinguifhed °.

- Such a ftate of things has powerfully contribute(li.to generate that -

" ferocious fpirit of warfare obfervable among favages in general, and

moft particularly among the Americans. Their object in battle 13 not
conqueft, but deftruction®. The' life of the victor depends on the
death of his enemy; and, in the rancour and fell fpirit of revenge with
which he purfues him, he feems conftantly to bear in mind the dif-
trefles -that would be confequent on defeat. Among the Iroquois,

- the phrafe by which they exprcfs. their refolution of making waz

“againft an enemy, is, ¢ Let usgo and eat that nation.” If they fo-

licit the aid of a neighbouring tribe, they invite it to cat broth made
of the flefh of their enemics®. Among the Abnakis, when a body of
their warriors enters an cnemy's territory, it is'generally divided into

different parties of thirty or forty; and the chief fays to each, to you

is given fuch a hamlet toe cbft,»to you fuch a villagef, &c. Thele cx-

= Robertfon, b.iv. p. 172, Charl&oix, N. Fr. tom iii. p-203. Y Lettres
Edif. tom. viii. p. 346. ¢ Robertfon, b. iv. p. 172, Account of N. Amcrnca, by
Major Rogers, p. 250.

o "Robeltfon,b iv. p. 750, ) e Id. p. 164..
f Lettres Edif, tom, vi; p. 205. . ‘

preffions
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preflions remain in the language of fome of the tribes, in which the_
cuftom of catmg their prifoners taken in war no longer exifts. Can-

aibalifm, however, undoubtedly prevailed in many parts of the new

wo.rld‘a ; and, contrary to the opinior of Dr. Robertfon, I cannot but
think that it muft have had its origin in extreme want, though the
cuftom might afterwards be continued from other motives. It fecms

to be a worfe complimcnt to human nature, and to the fay age ftate,

to attribute this horrid repaft to malignant paffions, without the goad

of neccﬂity, rather thzm to the great law of felf-prefervation, which °

h'ls, at times, overcome cvery other fecling even among the moft hu-

- mane and civilized people. 'When once it had prevailed, thoufrh only -
‘occaﬁonally, from this caufe, the fear that a favage might fccl of be-

coming a repaft to his enemies, might <afily raifc the paffion of ran-
cour and revenge to fo high a pitch, as to urge him to treat his pri-
foners in this way, though not prompted at the time by hunger.

The miffionaries fpeak of feveral nations, which appeared to ufc
human fleth whenever they could obtain it, as they would the flefh
of any of the rarer animals®. Thefc accounts may perhaps be exag-
gerated, though they feem to be confirmed, in a great degree, by the
late voyages to the northweft coaft of America, and by Captain

'Cook’s defeription of the ftate of focicty in the fouthern ifland of New
Zealand©. The pcople of Nootka Sound appear to be cannibals?,

and the chief of the diftri¢t Maquinna is faid to be fo addicted to this
horrid banquet, that, .in cold blood, he kills a flave every moon to
gratify his unnatural appetite®.

“The predominant principle of {elf-prefervation, conneéted in the

© breaft of the favage, moft mtlmatcly, Wlth the fafety and power of

3 Rokertfon, b. iv. p, 164. b Lettres Edif. tom. viii. p. 105, 271. tom. vi. p. 266.
¢ Cautious as Captain Cock always is, he fays of thc New Zealanders, ¢ it was but
“ to0 evident that they have a great Jiking for this kind of food.”” Second Voy. vol.i.
p.246. And in the laft voyage, fpeaking of their perpctml hoftilities, he fays, ¢ and per-
#¢ haps the defire of a good meal may be no fmall incitement.” Vol.i. p. 137.
. 4Cook’s Third Voy, vol. ii, p. 271, ¢ Meares's. Voy. ch. xxiii, p. 25g.
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the community to which he belongs, prevents the admiffion of any
of thofe ideas of honour and gallantry in war, which prevail among
more civilized nations. To‘ fly from an adverfary that is on his guard,

~ and to avoid a conteft where he cannot contend without rifk to his

own perfon, and confequently to his community, is the point of ho-

, nour with the” American. The odds of ten to one are neceflary to

. : warrant an attack on a perfon who is armed and prepared to refift, and
even then, each is afraid of being the firft to advance® The great
obje& of the moft renowned warrior, is, by every art of cunning and

_ deceit, by every mode of ftratagem and furprize, that his invention

can fuggeft, to weaken and deftroy the tribes of his cnemies with the
leaft poflible lofs to his own. - To meet an ecnemy on cqual terms is
regarded as extreme folly. To fall in battle, inftead of being rec-

- koned an honourable death?, is a misfortune, which fubjects the me-

mory of a warrior to the imputation of rathnefs and 1mprudcncc.

‘ ‘ ' But to lie in wait day after day, till he can rufh upon his prey, when

! ' moft fecure, and leaft able to refift him ; to fteal in the dead of night S
upon his enemies, fet fire to their huts, and maffacre the inhabitants, ' . )
as they fly naked and defencelefs from the flames¢, are deeds of glory, territory acually poflefled.

Z::Jlrcu}; ‘:;llls be of deathlefs’ m;mory in the breafls of his grateful , . ‘ : o That the increafe of the Americans is regulated more by the means

Thi Y nd. £ . ' of fubfiftence, than by any of the other caufes that have been men-

is mode of warfare is cvxdently generated by a Confmoufnc{s Of i ‘ tioned as affe@ing their population ; or rather, perhaps, I{hould fay o

thc difficultics attending the rearing of new citizens under the hard- L ’ 5 pop > P ps ys . o
e ' that thefe caufes themfelves are pnnmp’tlly regulated by the plenty '

thips and dangers of favage life. And thefe powerful caufes of de- or fcarcity of fubfiftence, is fufficiently cvinced, from the greater fre-

- firu&ion may, in fome inftances, be fo great, as to keep d Ly ‘ e
‘ > a p down the ; he trib d tt t bers in each, tl hout. all -
population éven confiderably below the means of fubfiftence; but e O s e ne keser siver

thofe parts of the country, where, from the vicinity of lakes or rivers,
-t a
‘ he fear that the Americans betray of any dlrmnutxon of their foc1et) A @the fupenor fertility of the foil, or further advances in 1mprovcmcnt :
and their '1ppncnt wifh to increafe it, are no proofs that this is ge-*’ ’ !

g

‘ ' “Tood becomes more abundant. In the interior of the provinces bor-

nerz.ill.y the ca'ﬁ,. The cox.mtry coul.d.not probably fupport the ' 7 ’ o dering on the Oronoco feveral hundred miles may be traverfed in ' T
addition that is coveted in each fociety; but an acceffion ‘of T : ' ‘

T

ftrength to one tribe, opens to it new fources of fubfiftence i in the
comparative weaknefs of its adverfarics ; and, on the contrary, a di-
minution of its numbers, fo far from ‘giving greater plenty to the re-
maining mcmbers, fub_)e&s them to cxtirpation’ or famine from the

i

‘ X , irruptions of their ﬁronger neighbours. :
\ I . The. (.,hlrwuanes, originally on]y a fmall part of thc tribe of Gua-
; ranis, left their native country in Paraguay, and fettled in the moun-
o tains towards Peru. ‘They found fufficient fubfiftence in their new T
. country, increafed rapidly, attacked their ncxghbours, and, by fupe- ' S

took poffeflion of their lands, occupying a great extent of country ;

- and havmg increafed, in the courfe of fome years, from three or four

" thoufand, to thirty thoufand?, while the tribes of their weaker nmgh-
bours were daily thinned by famine and the fivord.

" Such inftances prove the I"‘tpld increafe, cven of the Amcrlcans,

under favourable circumftances, and fufficiently account for the fear

in cvery tribe of diminifhing its numbers, and the frequent wifh to

I .- rior valour, or fuperior fortune, gradually exterminated them, and
{

g T .

s ——

increafe them ®, without fuppofing a fupcrabunddncc of food in tho

3 R . ) .
P !

i . ) ; : i 2 Lettres Edif. tom. viii. p. 24 Les Chiriguanes multlplxcrent pr odngleufcmcnt, et ;
! ® Lettres Edif. tom. vi. p. 360 b Charlevoix, N, Fr. tom. iii . ’ p-243. g ;
. tom. vi. p. . Cha , N, Fr. tom, ul. p.3,6. 8 s g
¢ Robertfon, b. iv. p. 155, Lettres Edif. tom. vi 182, 260 . ) i  en affez peu d’annécs leur nombre monta a trente mlllc ames. o ;
, ) 155 s bdit, tom. vi. p. 102, 300. . o ' ; b Lafitav, tom, ii, p. 163, : . i
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different dire&ions, ‘without finding a fingle hut, or obferving the

footfteps of a fingle creature. " In fome parts of North America, .

~vhere the climate is more rigorous, and the foil lefs fertile, the defo-

- lation is ftill greater. Vaft tracts of fome hundred leagues have been
crofled through uninhabited plains and forefts®. The miffionaries

fpeak of journies of twelve days without meeting with a fingle foul ®,

and of immenfe trads of country, in which fcarcely three or four fcat--

tered villages were to be found®. Some of thefe deferts did not fur-

nith game?, and were therefore entirely defolate; others, which were

to a certain degree ftocked with it, were traverfed in the. hunting
feafons, by parties, who ‘encam,péd, and remained in different fpots,

" according to the fuccefs they met with, and were therefore really in-

habited in proportion to the quantity of fubfiftence which they
yielded®. . » D
* Other diftri®s of America are defcribed as comparatively fully
peopled ;: fuch as the borders of the great northern lakes, the thores
of the Miffifippi, Louifiana, and many provinces in South America.

The villages here were large, and near cach other, in proportion to

the fuperior fruitfulnefs of the térritory in game and fifh, and the ad-
wances made by the inhabitants in agriculture ‘. The Indians of the
great and populous empires of Mexico and Peru, {fprung undoubtedly
from the fame ftock, and originally poflefled the fame cuftoms, as
their ruder brethren ; but the moment that, by a fortunate train of
circumftances, they were led to irhprovc and extend their agriculture,
a confiderable population rapidly followed, in fpite of the apathy of
the men, or the deftru&ive habits of the women. Thefe habits would,

indeed, in a great meafure yield to the change of circumftances ; and ;.

the fubftitution of a more quict and fedentary life, :for a life of pcfn

2 Robertfon, b. iv. p. 129, 130. " ® Lettres Edif. tom. vi. p. 357.
¢ Lettres Edif. tom. vi, p. 321. ¢ Lettres Edif, tom. ix. p. 145.
¢ Lettres Edif. tom. vi. p. 66, 81, 345, tom. ix. p. 145. ! Lettres Edif. tom. ix,
P.90, 142.  Robertfon, b.iv. p. 141, ) V '
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- petual wandering and hardfhip, would immediately render the women
" more fruitful, and enable them at the fame time. to attend .to the

wants of a larger family. - S
In a general view of thé American continent, as deferibed by hif-

| torians, the populatio»nb feems to have been fpread over the furface

very nearly in proportion to the quantity of food,‘ whi’ch 'th‘c_inhabit-
ants of the different parts, in the a&qal ftate of .thcn'. ‘ mdl'lftry and
improvémcnt, could obtain ; and that, with few excc.:ptxons, it prefled
hard againft this :limit, rather than fell fhort of it, appears, from

the frequent recinjrcncé of diﬁrqfé for want of food inall parts of

America. : : o .

Remarkable inftances occur, according to Dr. Robertfon, of the
calamities which rude nations fuffer by famine.' As one of them, he
mentions an account given by Alvar Nugnez C.thc;ca de Vaca, one
of the Sja;mi;h adventurers, who refided almoft ninc years among the
ﬁvagcé of Florida. He defcribes thc.m as unacquainted Wltll. every
fpecies of agriculture, and living _chiefly upon the roots of . different
plants, which they procure with great C.hﬁiC\llty, V\tandermg fronx
place to place in fearch of them. Sometlmes; t.hcy kill game, fome-
times they catch fifh, but in fuch fmall quantities, that their hunger
is fo extreme, as to compel them to eat fpiders, the eggs of ants,
ivdrms, lizards, ferpents, a kind of un&uous earth, and, [ am per-

- .fuaded, he fays, that, if in this country there werc any ftones, they.

vould fwallow them.- They preferve the bones of fifhes and fer-
péﬁts, which they grind into powder and eat. The 01}1y fcz}for.l when
they do not fuffermuch from famine, iswhen a certain fruit 1.1ke the
bpuntia; or prickly-pear, is ripe ; but they arc fometimes obliged to.

“'travel far from their ufual place of refidence inorder to-find it. In

another place, he obferves, that they are frequently reduced to pafs

two or three days without food®. . o
Ellis, in his voyage to Hudfon’s Bay, feelingly defcribes the fuffer-

2 Robertfon, note 28. to p. 117, b iv. ;
ings .
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40 Of the Cliecks fo Population. : ‘, BOOK 1,

mgs of the Tndians in. that ncmhbourhood from extreme want Hav-
ing mentioned the feverity of the climate, he fays,” « Great as thefe
¢ hardfhips are which refult from the rigour of the cold, yet it may
¢ juftly. be affirmed, that they arc much inferior to thofe which they
¢ fecl from the fcarmty of provifions, and the difficulty they are
¢ under of procuring them. A ftory which is rclated at the facto-

-

-

_ ¢ ries, and known to be true, will fufficiently prove this, and give the

¢ compaffionate reader a juﬁ idea of the miferies to which thefe un-
«_happy people are expofed.” He then gives an account of a poor
Indian and his wife, who, on the failure of game, having cat up all

. the fkins which they wore as clothing, were reduccd to the dreadful
“extremity of fupporting themfelves on the fleth of two of their chil-
dren® In another place he fays, ¢ It has fometimes happened, that

« the Indians who come in fummer to trade at the factorics, mifling

« the fuccours they cxpeéed, have been obliged to finge off the hair
“ from thoufands of beaver fkins in order to feced upon the leather b.
- The Abbé Raynal, who is continually reafoning moft inconﬁﬁcntly

" in his comparifons of favage and civilized hfe, though in one place

he fpeaks of the favage as morally fureofa competent fubfiftence, yet

*1n his account of the nations of Canada, he fays, that though -they

lived in a country abounding in game and fith, yet in fome feafons,
and fometimes for whole years, this refource failed them; and famine
then occafioned a great deftruction among a people who were at too
great a diftance to affift each other=. :

Chatlevoix, fpeaking of the inconveniences and dlﬁrcﬁ'cs to wh1ch
the mlﬁionarlca were {ubjedt, obferves, that not unfrequently the
cvils which he had been defcribing are effaced by a greater, in com-~
parifon of which all the others are nothing. = This is famine. It is
true, fays he, that the favages can bear hunger with as much pa-
tience, as they ﬂlcw carcleflnefs in prov1dmg againft it ; but they
ap. 166, b p. 104, ¢ Raynal, Hiﬁ. des Indes, tom. vili. L xv. p. 22.
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“are iomcumes 1educcd to extremitics bcyond thur powcr to fup-
- port® ' )

It 1s the gcncml cuftom among moﬂ: of the American mtxons, even
thofe which have made fomec progrefs in agriculture, to difperfo
themftlves in the woods at certain feafons of the year, and to {fubfift
for fome months on the produce of the chace, as a principal part of
their annual fupplies®. To remain in their villages, expofes them to
certain famine ©; and in the woods they are not always fure to efcape
it. ‘The moft able hunters fometimes fail of fuccefs, even where
there is no deficiency of game ¢; and in their forefts, on the failure of
this refource, the hunter or the traveller is expofed to the moft cruel
wante. ‘The Indians, in their hunting excurfions, are fometimes re-
duced to pafs three or four days without foodf; and a mxﬂionary
relates an account of fome Iroquois who, on one of thefe occafions,
having: fgpportcd themfelves as long as they could, by cating the fkins
which they had with them, their fhoes, and the bark of trces, at
length, in defpair, facrificed fome of the party to fupport the reft. Out
of eleven, five only returncd alivee.

The Indians, in many parts of South Amerlca live in cxtrcmc
want !, and are fomctimes deftroyed by abfolute famines’. The
iflands, rich as they appeared to be, were peopled fully up to the level

of their produce. If a few Spaniards fettled in any diftri¢t, fuch a-

fmall addition of fupernumerary mouths foon occafioned a fevere
dearth of provifions *. The flourifhing Mexican empire was in the
fame ftate in this refpeét ; and Cortez often found the greateft diffi-
culty in procuring fubfiftence for his fmall body of foldiers!. Even

the Miffions of Paraguay, with all the carc and forefight of the Je-

a Hit. N. Fr. tom. iii. p- 338, b Lettres Edif. tom, vi. p. 66,81, 345. ix. 145

<. Lettres Edif. tom. vi. 82, 196, 197, 215. ix. 151, 4 Charlevoix, N. Ir,
tom. iii. p. 201.  Henneffin, Mceurs des Sauv. p. 78, ¢ Lettres Edif. tom. vi.
& Id. tom. vi. p. 71.
i Id. tom. viii. p. 79. k Robertfon,
1, Robertfon, b, viii. p. 212.

b 1d. tom. vii. p. 383. ix. 140.
b.iv. p.121. Burke’s America, vol. i. p. 30..
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.2 o Of the Checks to Population, - BOOK L,
" fuits, and notwithftanding that their population was kept down by -

‘frequent epidemicks, werc by no means totally exempt from the pref-

"fure of want. - The Indians of the Miffion of St. Michael are men-

‘tioned as having at one time increafed fo much, that the lands, capa-
ble of cultivation in their neighbourhood, produced only half of the
grain ncccﬁary for thelr fupport®. Long droughts often deftroyed
their cattle?, and occafioned a failure of their crops; and on thefe
occafions fome of the Miffions were reduced to the moft extreme in-

digence, and would have pcnfhcd from famine; but for the affiftance .

of their neighbours®.
“The late voyages to the northweft coaﬁ: of America, confirm thefc

accounts of the frequent preffure of want in favage life, and fhew the

uncertainty -of the refource of fithing, which feems to afford, in ge-
neral, the moft plentiful harveft of food that isfurnifhed by unaffift-

ed nature. The fea on the coaft near Nootka ‘Sound is feldom or .
never fo much frozen as to prevent the inhabitants from havmg ac-
ccfs toit. . Yet from the very great precautions they ufe in Iaymg ‘
up ftores for the winter, and their attention to prepare and preferve

whatever food is capable of i it, for the colder feafons, it is evident that
the fca at thefe times yields no fith; and it appears, that they often
undergo very great hardfhips from’ want of prov1ﬁons in the cold

months?., During a Mr. Maccay’s {tay at Nootka Sound, from 1786

to 1787, the length -and feverity of the winter occafioned’ a famine.
The ftock of dried fifh was expended, and no frefh fupplies of any
kind were to be caught, fo that the natives were obliged to fubmit to

a fixed allowance, and the chiefs btought every day to our country-
- men the ftated meal of feven dricd herrings’ heads. ~Mr. Meares fays,
that the perufal of this gentleman’s journal would fhock any mind"

‘tinéured with humanity °.
- Captain Vancouver mentions fome of thc people to “the north of

» Letires E(.iif. Vtom.. ix. p.38r. . »1d, tom.ix. p. 19T, c .Id. tom. ix.
. 205, 380. . d Meares’s Voy. ch, xxiv. p. 266. e Id. ch. xi. p. 132.°
pE : : S Nootka
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Nootka Sound as living very miferably on a pafte made of the i mncr.
bark of the pine tree, and cockles®. In one of the boat Lycurﬁonx,
a party of Indians was met with who had fome hahbut, but, thOl]‘Th

. very high prices were offered, they could not be induced to part with

any. This, as Captain Vancouver _obfcrvcs, was fingular, and indi-
cated a very fcanty fupply". At Nootka Sound in the’year 1794, filh
had become very fcarce, and bore an exorbitant price; as, either from
the badncfa of the feafon, or from negle&, the inhabitants had cxperi-
enced the greateft diftrefs for want of provifions during the winter*,

Peroufe defcribes the Indians in thc ncxghbourhood of Port Fran-
cois, as living durmg the fummer in the greateft abundance by fifh-
ing, but expofed in the winter to perifh from want 4, :
- Itis not, thereforc, as Lord I\'umcs imagines, that the Amcncm
tribes have never increafed fufficiently to render the paftoral or agri-
cultural ftaté neceflary to them*; but, from fome caufe or other, they
have not adopted in any great degrce thefe more plentiful modes of
procurmg fubfiftence, and therefore, cannot have increafed fo as to
become populous. If hunger alone could have prompted the fav: age
tribes of America to fuch a'change in their habits, I do not concetve
that there would have -been a fingle nation of hunters and fithers .
remaining ; but it is cvident, that fome fortunate train of circum-
ftances, in addition to this ftimulus, is neceffary for this purpofc; and
it is undoubtcdly probable, that thefe arts of obtaining food, will be
firft invented and improved in thofe fpots that are beft fuited to them,
and where the natural fertility of the fituation, by allowing a greater
number of people to fubfift together, would give the faireft chance
to the inventive powers of the human mind.

Among moft of the American tribes that we have been conﬁdcr—
ing, fo great a degrec of equality prevailed, that all the members of

* Vancouver’s Voy vol. ii. b. ii. c.ii, p. 23, b T, p. 282,
¢ Id. vol. iii, b, vi. c.i. p. 304. ¢ Voy. de Peroufe, ch. ix."p. 400,
¢ Sketches of the Hlﬁ of Man. vol.i. p. g, 105. Svo. 2d edit.
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each commuﬁity would be nearly equal fharers in the general hard-
fhips of favage life, and in the preflure of occafional famines. But
in many of the more fouthern nations, as in Bagota?,” and among
the Natchez®, and pafticularly in Mexico and Peru, where a great
diftin&ion of ranks prevailed, and the lower clafles were in a ftate

“ of abfolute fervitude s, it is evident that, ‘on dccafion of any failure
. of fubfiftence, thefe would be the principal fufferers, and the pofitive

checks to population would act almoft exclufively on this part of
the community. . S ' : :
The very extraordinary depopulation that has taken place among

the American Indians, may appear to fome to contradict the theory

vaich is intended to be eftablithed; but it will be found that the

caufes of this rapid diminution may all be refolved into the three
great checks to population that have bcen ftated; and it is not
afferted, that thefe checks, operating from particular circumftances

with unufual force, may not in fome inftances be more powerful

" even than the principlc of increafe.

pofcly

The infatiable fondnefs of the Indians for fpirituous liquors 4,
which, according to Charlevoix, is a rage that pafles all expreffion ¢,
by producing among them perpetual quarrels and contefts, Which
often terminate fatally, by cxpofing them to a new train of dif-
orders which their mode of life,” unfits them to contend with,
and, by deadening and defiroying the generative faculty in its very
fource, may alone be confidered as a vice adequate to produce the
prefent depopulation. In addition to this, it fhould be obferved,
that almoft every where the connexion of the Ind‘i'ans with Euro-
peans, has tended to break their {pirit, to weaken or to give a
wrong dire®ion to their induftry, and in confequence to diminifh
“the {ources of fubfiftence. In St. Domingo, the Indians neglected pur-~
to cultivate their lands in order to ftarve out their cruel oppref-

a Robertfon, b.iv. p. 141. b Lettres Edif. tom. vii. p. 21.  Robertfon,
b. iv. p. 139. < Robertfon, b. vii. p.190, 242. 4 Major Rogers’s
Account of North America, p. 210, ¢ Charlevoix, tom. iii. p. 302.

{ors.
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fors®.  In Peru and Chili, the forced induftry of the natives was
fatally directed to the digging into the bowels of the carth, inftead

- of cultivating its furface ; and among the northern nations, the
extreme defire to purchafe European fpirits, directed the induftry of - .
the greateft part of them, almoft exclufively, to tlie procuring of '
peltry for the purpofe of this exchange®, which would prevent their

_attem;ion to the more fruitful fources of fubfiftence, and at the ' T
fame time tend rapidly to.deftroy the produce of the chace. The A o ‘
number of wild animals, in all the known parts of America, is pro- : ‘
bably even more diminifhed than the number’ of peoplet. The '
attention to agriculture -has every where flackened, rather than in-
creafed, as might at firft have been expeéted, from European con-
nexion. In no part of America, either North or South, do we hear
of any of the Ipdian nations living in great plenty, in confequence of
their diminifhed numbers. It may not, therefore, be very far from
the truth, to fay, that even now, in fpite of all the powerful caufes
of deftru&ion that have béen mentioned, the average population

- of the American nations is, with few excéptiéns, on a level with
the average quantity of food, which in the prefent flate of their
induftry they can obtain. '

T T

a Robertfon, 'b. ii. p. 185. Burke’s America, vol. i. p. 300. b Charle~
voix, N. Fr. tom.iii. p. 260. ¢ The general introduction of fire-arms among |
the Indians, has probably greatly contributed to the diminution of the wild. animals, . . "
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CHAP. V..

Of the Checks to Population in the Iflands of the South Sea.

Tm: Abbé Raynal fpcaking of the ancient I»f’cate' of the Britifh-
ifles, and of iflanders in general, fays of them: “ It is among thch

< people that we trace the origin of that ‘multitude of fingular in-

~ <« fitutions that retard the progrefs of population. Anthropophagy,
¢ the caftration of males, the infibulation of females, late mar-
“ riages, the confecration of virginity, the approbation of cclibacy,
“¢ the pimifhments exercifed againft girls who become’ mothers at
“ too caﬂy an age®,” &c. Thefe cuftors, caufed by a fuperabund- -

~

ance of popﬁlation in iflands, have been carried, he fays, to the

continents, where philofop}iers of our days are ftill employed to . -

inveftigate the reafon of them. The Abbé does not feem to-be
aware, that a favage tribe in America, furrounded by enemies, or a
civilized and populous nation, hemmed in by others in the fame
ftate, . is in many réfpcé’cs in a fimilar fituation. Though the bar-

riers to a further increafe of population be not fo well defined,

and fo open to common obfervation, on continents, as on flands,
yet they ftill prefent obftacles that are ncarly as infurmountable :
and the cmigrant, impatient of the diftrefles which he felt in his
own country, ‘is by no means fecure of finding relief in another.
There is probably no ifland yet known, the produce of which could

not be further incréafed. This is all that can be faid of the whole

carth. Both are peopled up to their actual produce. And the whole
carth 1s in this refpe@ like an ifland. But as the bounds to the

2 Raynal, Hift, des Indes, vol. ii. liv. iii. p.3. 10 vols, 8vo. 1795.
' number
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-number of people on iflands, particularly when -they arc of fmall

extent, arc fo narrow, - and fo diftin&ly marked, that cvery perfon
muft fec and acknowlege them, an inquiry into the checks to
population on thofe of which we have the moft iauthcntic accounts
may perhaps tend confiderably to illuftrate the prefent fubje&. The
queftion that is afked in.captain Cook’s firft voyage, with refpect
to the thinly fcattered favages of New Iolland, “ By what means
¢ the inhabitants of this country arc reduced to fuch a number as it

- ¢ can fubfift*?”” may be afked with equal propriety of the moft popu- '

lous iflands in the South Sea, or of the beft peopled countries in Eu- 4

rope and Afia. - The queftion, applied generally, appears to me to be
highly curious, and to lead to the clucidation of fome of the moft
obfcure, -yet important points, in the hiftory of human focicty. I
cannot {o clearly and concifely defcribe the precife aim of the firft

part of - the prefent work, as by faying, that it is an endeavour to

anfwer this queftion fo applicd.

~Of - the large iflands of New Guinea, New Britain, New Cale-
donia, and the New Hcbrides, - little is known with certainty. " The
ftate of fociety in them is probably very fimilar to that which pre-

_vails among many of the favage nations of America. They appear

to be inhabited by a number of different tribes who are engaged in
frequent hoftilities with cach other. = The chiefs have little au-
thority ; and private property being in confequence infecure, pro-
vifions have been rarely found on them in abundance®. With the
large -ifland of New Zcaland we are better acqimintcd ;" but not
in'a manner to give us a favourable impreffion of the ftate of fociety
among its inhabitants. - The picture of it drawn by captain Cook in
his three different voyages, contains fome of the darkeft fhades
that are any where to be met with in the hiftory of human nature.

» Cook’s Firft Voyage, vol.iii. p.240.- 4to. b See the different accounts of

) 1 . N - . . . . - - . . -
New Guinea and New Britain, in the Hifoire des Navigations aux terses duflrales 5

and of New Caledonia and the New Hebrides in Cook’s Second Voyage, vol.ii. L. iii.
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48 . Of the Checks to Populaton  Book 1.
The ftate of perpetual hoftility in which the different tribes of thefe

. _people live with each other, feems to be even more ftriking than

among the favages of any part of America®; and their cuftom of
cating human flefh, and even their relifh for that kind of food, arc
eftablithed beyond a poffibility of doubt®. Captain Cook, who is by
no means inclined to exaggerate the vices of favage life, fays of the
natives in the necighbourhood of Queen Charlotte’s Sound, “If 1
“ had followed the advice of all our pretended friends, I might
“ have extirpated the whole race; for the people of each hamlet
« or {7illage, by turns, applied to me to deftroy the other. One
¢ would have thought it almoft impoffible that fo firiking a proof
« of the divided ftate in which thefe miferable people live, could
< have been affigned®.” And in the fame chapter further on, he
fays, ¢ From my own obfervations, and the information of Tawei-
¢ harooa, it appears to me, that the New Zealanders muft live
¢ under perpetual apprehenfions of being deftroyed by each other;
¢ there being few of- thci; tribes that havc not, as they think,
“ fuftaincd wrongs from fome other tribes, which they are con-
¢ tinually upon the watch to revenge. And perhaps the defire of
¢ a good meal may be no fmall incitement.###+Their method of

.exccuting their horrible defigns, is by ftealing upon the ad-
¢ verfc party -in the night;- and if they find them unguarded
(which, however, I believe is very {feldom the cafc) t}}cy kill
¢ every onc indifcriminately, not even {fparing the women and
children.  When the maffacre is cornpletcd\, they either feaft
and gorge themfelves on the fpot, or carry off as many of the

<

-

<c.

-~

€
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<

-~

4

-

¢

-~

brutality too fhocking to be defcribed.x##+To give Aquarter, or to

« take prifoners, makes no part of the military law, fo that the van-

-

.'. Cook’s Firft Voyage, vol. ii. p. 345. Second Voyage, vol i. p. 101. Third Vayage,
vol.i. p. 161, &c. P Second Voyage, vol.i. p. 246. ¢ Third Voyage,
vol.i. p. 174 ’ .
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dead bodies as they can, and devour them at home with ads of .
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* quifhed can only fave their lives jby-ﬁi.ght. . This perpetual iftatﬁ
. . . T . S '
ftrongly in producing habitual circumfpedtion, . that one hardly
<% cever finds a New Zealander off his guard, cither by night or By
11 day a” o ‘

<

R

_ As thefe obfervations occur in the laft voyage, in which, the
errors of former accounts would have been correéted, and as a conftant

{tate of warfare is here reprefented as prevailing to fuch a dégrcc,'

that it may be confidered as the principal check to the population
of New Zcaland, little nced be added on this fubje. We are not
‘informed whether any cuftoms are practifed by't‘hp women . unfa-
vourable to population, If fuch be known, they are probably never
reforted to, cxcept in times of great diftrefs; as cach tribe will na-

turally with to increafe the number of its members, in order to give »

itfelf greater power of attack and defence. But the vagabond life
which the women of the fouthern ifland lead, and the conftant
flate of alarm in which they live, being obliged to travel and work
with arms in their-hands®, muft undoubtedly be very unfavoufablé
to geftation, and tend greatly to prevent large families. o

Yet, powerful as thefe checks to population are, it appcars, from
the recurreince of feafons of fcarcity, that they feldom i‘cprefs the
number of pecople below the average means of fubfiftence.. .¢ That
¢ fuch feafons there are (Captain Cook fays) our obfervations leave
‘ us no room to doubt<.” Fithis a principal part of their food,
which, bcfmg only to be procured on the {fea coaft, and,dt_ccrtair_i
times ¥, muft always be confidered as a precarious ,refo“u‘rcc. It

~muft be extremely difficult to.dry and,preferve any confiderable

ftoresv ina ﬁatc of fociety fubje to fuch conftant alarms ; particu-
larly, as we may fuppofe, that the bays and crecks moft abounding

in fith would moft frequently be the fubject of obftinate conteft, to -

2 Co'olf’s Third Voy. - vol. i. p, 137, " 1d, Sccond Voy. vol.i.p. 127 k
. SId. Firlt Voy. vol.iii. p. 66, + 9 Id, p.g3 ‘ -

H o © people

“ of war, ‘and deftru@ive ‘mc't»hogl of condu@ing it, operates {o
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. 'pcople who were wandcrmg in fcarch of food =, ‘The :'egctable pro-
’du&lons arc, the fern root, yams, ¢ clams, and potatoe The three
laﬂ' are raifed by cultwatlon, and are feldom found on the fouthern
dﬂand “where agriculture is but little known¢. On the occaﬁonal
failure of thefe feanty refources from unfavourable feafons, it may
‘be imagined that the diftrefs muft be dreadful. At fuch pemods it
docs not feem 1mprobablc, that the defire of a good meal fhould give
add\tloml force to the defire of revenge, and that they thould be
€ perpctua]ly def’croymg each othcr by vlolencc, as the oan alter-
- f perithing by hunger ¢ -

;1; twl;’rcc: (')cufn our gcye{ frori the thinly fcwttcred inhabitants of
‘New Zealand, to the crowded ﬂlores of Otahc1tc and the Society
Iflands, a different fcene opens to our view. ~All apprchcnﬁon of
dearth feems at firft ﬁght to be banithed from a country that is de~ \
{eribed to be fruitful as the garden of the Hefperides®. But this
firft impreflion would - be 1mmcd1atc1y correed by a moment’s re-
fle@ion. Happinefs and plénty have always been confidered as the
“moft pov-verful caufes of increafe. "In a delightful climate, where
few difeafcs are known, and the women are condemned to no
fevere fatlgues, why fhould not thefe caufes- operate with a force un-
parallcled in lefs favourable regions? - “Yet, if they did, - where
‘could the population find room and food: in fuch circumf{cribed
Limits? If the numbers in Otahcite, not 40 leagues in cireuit, fur-
: prlfed Captam Cook, when he calculated them at two hundred- and:
four thoufand f, where could they be difpofed of in a-fingle: century,
“when they would amount to- above three millions, fuppofing them
to double their numbers. every t .!:cnty’-ﬁ.v.c years £, hach ,ﬂ_«.ndﬂc:

¥ Cook’s Third Voy. voi ip. 159, - ' "' Id. Firft Vc')).r'.. vol, iii. p. 43"
_< 1d. Firlt Voy. vol.ii. p. 405. ¢ 1d. Firlt Voy. \'ol; iil. p.lAr:z;.

¢ Miffionary Voy. Appendix, p. 347, £ (?ook s Sccond 'V oy- vov. 1.15),;:,;4]?,
£ 1 feel very little doubt that tliis rate of increafe is much flower than wou ally

iaheite, with its prefent pro-
take place, fuppoling every check to be remowcd If Qiaheite, wi p oo
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the group would be in a fimilar fituation. - The removal from onc
' to another, would be a change of place, but not a change of the
fpecies of diftrefs. Effeual emigration, or effe@ual importation,
~wvould be utterly excluded, from the fituation of the iflands, and the
ftate of navigation among their mhdbxtants. :
‘The-difficulty, here, is reduced to fo narrow a comp’tfs, 1s {o clear,
prcufe, and forcible, that we cannot efcape from it. - It cannot be
anfwered in the ufual vague and inconfiderate manner, by talking
of emigration, and further cultivation. ~In the- ‘prefent inftance we
cannot but acknowledge, that the one is impoflible, and the other
glaringly in%dequd-te The fulleft convi&ion muft ftare us in the
face, that the people on this group of iflands could not continue to
double their. numbers every twenty-five years; and before we pro-
ceed to inquire into the ﬁ'ltc of focicty on them, we muft be per-
fectly certain, that, unlefs a perpetual miracle render the women
barren, .we fhall be able to trace fome very powexful checks to
population in the habits of the people.
The fucceflive accounts that ‘we have received of Othmtc md
the neighbouring iflands, - leave us no room to doubt the exiftence
of the Earceoic focieties* which have juftly occafioned fo much

- furprife among civilized nations. They have been fo often deferibed,

that little more nced be faid of thcm here, than that promxfcuoua
intercourfe and infanticide appear to be their fundamental lawes

They confift exclufively of the hlghm clafles; ““ and (according to
“ Mr. Andcrfon") fo agrecable is this hccntlous plan of life to their

“ difpofition,

duce, were peopled only with an hundred perfons, the two fexes in -equal numbers, -and
each man conftant to one woman, I cannot but think, that for five or fix fucceffive
periods, the increafe would be more rapid than in any inftance hitherto known, and that
they would probably double their numbers in lefs than fifteen years.

~* Cook’s Firft Voy. vol.ii. p. zo7. & feq. . Second Voy. vol.i. p. 352. Third
Voy. vol.ii. p. 157. & feq.  Miffionary Voy. Appendix, p. 346. 4to.
. ® Mr. Anderfon ated in the capacity of naturalift and furgeon in Cook’s laft voyage.

Captain Cook and all the officers of the cxpedmon feem to have had a very high opinion
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gz . Of the Checks 16 Pbﬁiddz"io;z'hz . BOOK 1,
“ dxfpoﬁﬂon: that the moft beautiful of both fexes thus commonly
¢ fpend their youthful days, habituated to the practice of enormities

¢ that would difgrace the moft favage tribes.z##*When an Earceoic

‘e woman is delivered of a child, a piece of cloth dlpped in water’

¢ is applied to the mouth and nofe which fuffocates it>.” Captain
Cook obferves, ¢ It is certain, that theic focicties greatly prevcnt
« the increafc of the fuperior claffes of people of which they are

L compofcd 2 Of the truth of this obferva tion there can be no

doubt. '

Though no pmtmular inftitutions of the fame nature have been
found among the lower clafles; yet the vices which form their moft
prominent features are but too gencr"nlly {pread. Il}fantxcxdc 1s‘not
confined to thé Eareeoies. It is permitted to all; and as its preva~

- lence, among the higher claffes of the peoplc, has removed from it

all odium, or imputation of povelty, it is probably often adopted,
rather as a faflion; than a refort of ncceflity, and appears to. be
pra&xfcd familiarly and without referve.

It 'is a very juft obfervation of Hume, that the permiffion of i m-
fanticide gcncrally contributes to mcreafe the population of a coun-

Ctry S By removing the fears of too numerous a famxly, it encou-

rages marriage, and the powerful yearnings of nature prevent parents
from reforting to fo'cruel an e*cpedlent except in extreme cafes.
The: “futhion of the Earccoie focietics in Otaheite and 1ts ncxghbour—
ing iflands, may have made them an exception to this obfcrvatxon,
and the cuftom has probably here a contrary tendency.

The debauchery and promifcuous intercourfe which prevail among

the lower claffes of people, though in fome inftances they may have
been exaggerated, -arc cftablithed to a great extent, on unqueftion-
able authority. . Captain Cook, in  a profefled endeavour to refcuc

of his talents and accuracy of obfervation. His accounts therefore may be " looked upon
as of the firft authority.” .
2" Cook’s Third Voy. vol. ii. p. 158 159. 014 _Sccond Voy vyol. i, P 352
 Hume's Effays, vol. i. effay xi.' p.431. 8vo. 1764,
thc

2
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the women of -Otaheite from a too general imputation of licen-
tioufnefs, acknowledges that there are more of this charader here,
than in othcr countries, " making at the fame time_ a remark of a
mioft decifive nature, by . obfervmg, that the women who thus
condu@ themfeclves, do not in any. rc{pcc’t lower their rank in

focu.ty but mix mdxfcnmxn'ttcly -with thofc of the moft virtuous
chdracer 2. )

"The common marriages in Otaheite are without any other cere-

mony than a préfent, from the man to the parents of the girl. And
this feems to be rather a bargain with them for permlfﬁon to try

_ their daughter, than an abfolute contra@ for a wife. - If the father

thould think that he has not been fufficiently paid for his daughter,
he makes no fcriple of forcmg her to leave her friend, and to coha-
bit with another perfon who may ‘be more liberal. The man is
always at liberty to make a new choice. *Should his confort become
prcgn’ant ‘he may kill the child, and after that continue his con-
nexion with the - mothcr, or leave her, according to his pleafure,
It is only when he has adopted a child, and fuffered it to live, that
the parties are confidered as in the marriage ftate. A younger wife,
howey er, may afterwards be joined to the firft; but- the ch’mgmg
of connexions is much more general than this plan, and is a thing fo
common, that thcy fpcak of it with great indifference®  Liberti-
nage before marriage, - feems to be no objection to a union of this
kind ultimately.

The checks to population from fuch a ftate of foc1cty would alone
appear fufficient to counteract the cffe@s of the moft delightful cli-
matc and the moft exuberant plenty. -Yet thefe are not all. The
wars between the inhabitants of the different iflands, and their civil
contentions among themfelves, are frequent, and fometimes carried
on in a very deftru@ive manner . . Befides the wafte of human lifc

» Cook’s Second Voy. vol.i. p.187. ® 4. Third Voy. vol. ii. p. 157

«

¢ Bouganville, Voy. autour du Monde, ch,iii, p, 217.  Cook’s Firft Voy. vol.ii.

p. 244, Miffionary Voy. p. 224. -
oo in -
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53 . Of the Checks fo Population in -~ Book 1.
in the field of battle, theconquerors generally ravage the encmy’s
territory, kill or carry off the hogs and poultry, and reducc as much
as poflible the means of future fubfiftence.” ~The ifland of Otaheite
which, in the years 1767 and-1768, fwvarmed with hogs and fowls,
was, in 1773, o ill fupplied w1th -thefe animals, that hardly any
thing could induce the owners to part with them. " This was attri-
buted by Captain Cook principally to the wars which had taken
place during that interval %> On Captain Vancouver’s vifit to Otaheite
in 1791, he found that moft of his friends that he had left in 1777,

- were dead ; that there had been many wars fince that time, in fome

of which, the chiefs of the weftern diftrics of Otahcite had joined
the encmy; and that the king had been for a confiderable” time
completely worfted, ‘and his own diftri&s cntlrely laid wafte. Moft
of the animals, plants, and herbs, which Captain Cook had left, had
been deftroyed by the ravages of war®. :

The human facrifices which are frequent in thhc1te, though

alone {fufficient firongly to fix ‘the ftain' of barbarifm on the cha-

ratter -of the natives, do not probably occur in fuch confiderable
numbers as materielly to affe@ the population of the country; and

the difeafes, though they have been dreadfully increafed by Euro-

pean contact, were before peculiarly lenient; and even for fome
time afterwards, were not marked by any cxtraordinary fata]ity
‘The great checks: to increafe, appear to be the vices of promlf—
cuous intercourfe, infanticide, and war, each of thefe opcratmg with
very confiderable force. Yet powerful in the - -prevention and de-

. ftru&ion of life as thefe caufes muft be, they have not always kept.

‘down the population, to the level of the means of fubfiftence. Ac-

cordlnor to Mr. Anderfon, « Notwithftanding the cxtreme: fcrtl-‘
o« ity of the ifland, a famine frequently happens in which it is faid

 many perifh. ththcr this be owing to the failurc of fome

a CooksSccond VO) vol. i. p. 182, 183 "VaucouvcrsVoy vol i, bx c, 6.
p. 98. 4to. ¢ Cook’s Third Voy. vol.ii. p. 148 : v

¢ {cafons,
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# fcaf'ons, to’ ovcr-populatlon, wluch muﬁ: fometimes almoft ne~
€. ceﬁlully happen, or wars, I havc not been able to determine;

¢ though the truth of the fadt may fairly be inferred from the
¢ great cconomy that they obferve with refpect to their food, cven
¢ when there is plenty %" Aftcr a dinner with a chief at Ulictea,
Captam Cook obferved, that, when the company rofe, many of the:
common people rufhed i in, to pick up the crumbs which had fallen,.
and for which they fearched the leaves very narrowly. | Severab

. people daily attended the thips, and affifted the butchers for the

fake of the entrails of the hogs which were killed. In gencral,

- hittle feemed to fall to their fhare except offals. < It muft, however,

“ be owned,” Captain Cook fays, ** that they are exceedingly careful
“ of every kind of provifion, and wwﬂ:c nothmg that can bc eaten;
by man, flefh and fith cfpecially ®.’ :
From Mr. Anderfon’s account, it appears,. that a very fmalf
portion of -animal food falls to the lot of the lower clafs of people;
and then, it is either fith, fea-cggs, or other marine produions;
for they feldom or never eat pork. The king or principal chief, is
alone ablc to furnifh this luxury every day; and the inferior chiefs,
according to their riches, once a week, fortnight, or months,
When the hogs and fowls havebeen diminifhed by wars, or tow
great confumption, a prohibition is laid upon- thefe articles of food;
which continues in force fometimes for feveral' montlis, or cven for

-a year or- two, during which time; of courft,. they 'multiply very

faft, and becomc again plentiful. The common diet even of
the Earecoies, who are among tlie principal people of tlic-iflands,

- 1s, according to Mr. Anderfon, made: ~up of at leaft nine tenths of

vegetable food®. And, as a diftin@ion of ranks is fo ﬂ:rongly marked;

"and the lives and' property of the lower claffes of people appear to.
- depend abfelutely on the will-of their chiefs, we may well imagine

© 3 Cook’s Third Voy. vol.ii. p. 153, ;54, b 1d: Second Voy. vol. i..p. 176..

¢ W, Third Voy. vol. i, p. 154, ¢ Td. p. 155 ¢ Id, P 148..
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that thefe chiefs will often livcf in 'pl.cnty whllc' their vaflals ?.11(? »fcr»
"f‘?nt‘s . imclh:j .z‘lzi:t:u:t?zf Otaheite, in the Miffionary Voyagg, it
ﬁill.zllz;p;:ar'atllat the' depopulating caufes 'aboAVé cxltp}lneggtzg’,slli;:{g
‘ ¢ moft xtraordi force fince Captain Coc
operated \’Vltl:l moft cxtramdmarzﬁ{ﬁvc e ot st
‘”ﬁt Aripfer{urig:f: 2;;1; (tllclg: intermediate vifit of Qaptain Van-
1§F§:rvala,' N 3 from the fmall proportion of women remarked })y the
‘1:\'71"1}62;1-1:5 we ma)‘r infer that a greater m'mi.bér’ of female 111fan1t§
hb.lci Allfccn d%{%réj%ed than formerly. . This f‘carmtyy of; ?v;:x;czi ;zzuby
naturally increafe the vice of proxm.fcuous 1ntc1:cour161:, = t,he ded by
the ravages of European difeafes, ftrike moft cﬂc&ua y at f
POPUI?UOI;;mblc t‘hat'Captain Cook, from the dgta on .“:hich he
. lsd Ph' calculation, may have overrated thc' populatlor: of Ota—‘ :
fm.mde dlS haps the Miffionaries have rated it too low?; bvut I
bave. ar'ld P:t th;at ‘the population has very confiderably dccrcz.afcd
?avce‘ ?Z(z)lp't;:. C'dok’s vifit, from the 'diﬁéreht accounts thta}: aéf: ﬁg;}fexz
e 1 the ith regard to economy, at-the different
Of t'hc hablés Ofé;‘:"'cf(’)‘:;fl:[’l;v g?:.iﬁ:lﬁfon agree ii defcribing their
pesiocs a;?ulnc{'s of every kind of food ; and Mr. Anderfox‘l, appa~
CXtrcme e a ery attentive inveftigation of the fubjet, mentions the
o tCt"a iy czcé of famines. The Mifﬁonarics;, on the cox}t;ary,
e ICC“;: onely notice the diftrefs from this caufe in the Fn(‘:ndly
e thccly thrcql\/?a);qucfas,' {peak of the productions of .Oti_lll(;lff': as
iﬂang Siznthc greateft profufion ; and obferve, that, notwithftanding
- bein rof

‘thé horrible wafte committed at fcéﬁings, ‘and .b'yAt}llc Earceoic foci-

v, is feldom known-©. A . . ]
Ct'yI,tv\?ci::klis a;pcar from thefe accounts, that the population of Ota

heite is at prefent reprefled confiderably below the average means of
] N . -

a Vancouver’s Voy. vol. i. b.i. ¢.7. p. 137. .

€ : . a 14, ch. xiii, p. 212,
p. 192, & 385. Id. Appen.’ p. 347 :

»Miffionary Voy. p. 195. Appen. p. 385 - fubfiftence, -
honary :

b Miffionary Voyage,

LN
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{ubfiftence, but it would be premature to conclude that it will cop.
tinue long {o. The variations in the ftate of the ifland which were
obferved by Captain Cook, in his different vifits, appear to prove that
there arec marked ofcil‘lations in its profperity and population*.” And
this is exactly what we thould fuppofe from theory. We cannot ima-
gine that the population of any of thefe iflands has, for ages paft,
remained ftationary at a fixed number, or'that it can have been re-
gularly increaﬁng, according to any ratc, however flow. Great fluc-
tuations muft necéffarily have taken place. Overpopuloufiefs would
at all times increafe the natural propenfity of favages to war; and.
the enmities occafioned by aggreflions of this kind, woiild continue
to {pread devaftation, long after the original inconvenience, which
might have prompted them, had ceafed to be felt®. The diftrefles
experienced from' one or two unfavourable feafons, operating on a
crowded population,which wasbeforeliving with the greateft economy,
and prefling hard ‘againt the Limits of its food, would, in fuch g ftate

of fociety, occafion the more general ‘prevalence of infanticide and

promifcuous intercourfe©; and thefe depopulating caufes would, in

the fame manner, continue to a& with increafed force, for fome time
after the occafion which had aggravated them was at an end. A
change of habits to a certain degree, gradually produced by a change
of circumftances, would foon reftore the population, which could not
long be kept below its natural level, without the rmoft extreme vio-

. lence. How far European conta& may operate in Otaheite with this

extreme violénce, and prevent it froxh'reéoircring its former popula-~
tion, is a point which experience only can determine. But thould
this be the cafe, Thave no doubt that on tracing the caufes of it, we
1hould find them to be aggravated vice and mifery, -

2 Cook’s Second Voy. vol.i. p.182,& feq. & 346. b Miffionary Voy. p. 22¢."

¢ Thope I may never be mifunderftood with regard to fome of thefe preventive caufes
of overpopulation, and be fuppofed to imply the flighteft approbation of them, mercly
becaufe I relate their effefs. A caufe which may prevent any particular evil may be
beyond all comparifon worfe than the eyil itfelf, . o
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~ /Of the othe iflands in the Pacific Ocean ‘we have a lefs intimate

knowledge than ‘of Otaheite ; but “our ihforr.n’git.io‘n is‘ffu.ﬂ’icicnt to
‘affure us, that the ftate of fociety in all thc pFlnCIP?l groups of: t}_le{c
;iflands is‘,J in moft rcfpve&s, "ektrcm_ely {imilar. g Among the anndly
and Sandwich iflanders, the fame feudal fy{h.:m, ‘Kand feudal 'turbvu-
Jence, the fame extraordinary power of the chiefs, and Ade'graded ftfltc
-of the lower orders of fociety, and nearly the fame promifcuous 1n-

tercourfe among a great part of the people, have been found to pre-

“wail, as at Otaheite. . g e R
. In the Friendly Iflands, though the power of the: king was fa.xd
"t be unlimited, and the life and " property of thc. fubje& at his dif-

,',pbfal ; yet it appearcd, that fome of the othcrAchlgfs a&c?d like Pett“iy ‘
fovereigns, and frequently thwarted his meafures, of which he -often

‘complained. ¢ But however independent (Captain Cook fays) on

~ ¢ the defpotic power of the king th’c'greajt‘fhén may b?? ng {aw'in_ ;
.« {tances c}ldugh to prove, that the lower qrders : o.f _Péople'h?‘vc_ no
« property mor fafety for their perfons, but at t‘he w111~ of the chn?fs,
"¢ to whom they refpe&ively beloﬁg a’” ‘The ;hlcfs often beat the in-
 ferior people moft unmercifully b, and when any of thc?m Werc.cau.ght
“in a theft on board the fhips, their mafters, far from interceding ‘for

them, would often advife the killing of thcmf,“ Which;,' as the chiefs
‘themfelves appeared to have no great ‘horror of the crime of theft,

“could only arife from  their confidering the lives of thfe poor peoPle
" as abfolutely of no value. R ST

Captain Cook, in his firft vifit-to the Sandwich Iflands, had reafon

to think that external wars, and internal commotions, ‘were €X-

tremely frequent among the nativesd. - And Captain V.anco-uvcr, in
his later account, ftrongly netices the drcadful devaftations in many
of the iflands from thefe caufes. Inceflant contentions had OCCE’lﬁOfxCd
alterations in the different governments fince Captain Cooks vifit,
: a Cook’s Third Voy. vol. i. p. 406. b p.232 € p.233.
" 4 14, vol. ii. p. 247 ‘

A Only

o B SR g S

e S i o 4

QIR - T T A

CHAP, V. the Wlands of the South Sea. 59,

Only one chief of all that were known at that time was living ; and,
on inquiry, it appeared that few had died a natural death, moft of
them having been killed in thefe unhappy contefts®, The power of
the chiefs over-the inferior clafles of the people in the Sandwich

Iflands appears to be abfolute. .The people, on the other hand, pay -
them the moft implicit obedience ; and this ftate of fervility has ma.’

nifeftly a great effet in débaﬁng both their minds and bodies ®. Thec
gradations of rank feem to be even more ftrongly marked here, than

in the other iflands, as the chiefs of higher rank behave to thofe who -
.are lower in this {fcale in the moft haughty and oppreflive manner ©.
. It is not known that, either in the Friendly, or Sandwich Iflands;

infanticide is practifed, or that any inftitutions are cftablithed fimilar
to the Earccoie focicties in Otaheite ;. but:it feems to be ftated on

unqueftionable authority,. that proftitution is‘extenfively diffufed, and

prevails to.a great degrec among the lower clafles of women®, which
muft always operate as a moft powerful check. to population.. It feems
highly probable, that the toutous, or fervants, who fpend the greateft

_part of their time in attendance upon the chiefs®, domnot often marry;

and it is evident that the polygamy. allowed to the fuperior people;
cuous intercourfe:among the inferior claffes. S

Were it an cftablithed fad, that in the more fértilé iflands of the
Pacific Ocean, very little, or nothing, ‘was fuffered from poverty and
want of food; as we could not expeét to find among favages in fuch
climates any great degree of virtuous .reftraint, the theory on the
fubject would naturally lead us to conclude, that vice; including war;

muft tend. greatly to encourage and. aggravate the vice of promif- »

~was the principal check to their population. The accounts which

we have of thefe iflands frongly confirm this conclufion. - In the

a .\Taqcouvér, vol. i. b i, c. ii. P ‘187; 188, RS Cook:’s Tl)i}d V{:yagc,
vol. iii, p. 157..  © Ibid. © ¢ Cook’s Third Voy. vol. i. p. 401. Vol.ii. p. 543,
Vol. iii, p. 130." Miffionary Voy. p. 240. ~ ¢ Cook’s Third Voy.vol. i, p. 394.
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6o Of the Checks to. Population in.’ 'BOOK I. : CHAPD. V. the [flands of the Soutl Sea, " . 6r-
- three great groups of iflands which have been' noticed, vice appears q. years of age, the wife ({Olltiﬁ“Cd'to live in her father’s houfe, and was
'to.be a moft prominent feature. | In Eafter Ifland, from the great ) - only{een by ftealth™ . : : R
difproportion of the males to the females?, it can fcarcely be doubted : E‘: The tranfient vifits that have been made to fome other iflands,
that infanticide prevails, though the fa& may not have come to the ; and the imperfec accounts that we have qf thcrp, do not enable us
knowledge of any of our navigators. - Peroufe feemed to think that to enter into any particular detail of their cuftoms; but, from the ge-

the women in each. diftri¢t were common property to the men ot
that diftrict®, though the numbers of children which he faw <, would
~ rather tend to contradié this opinion.  The fluftuations in the po-
pulation of Eafter Ifland appear to have been very confiderable, fince
its firft difcovery by Roggewein in 1722, though it cannot have been

“much affeed by European intercourfe. From the defcription” of

Peroufe, it appeared, at the time of his vifit, to be recovering its po=
- pulation, which had been in a very low ftate, probably cither from
drought, civil diffenfions, or the prevalence in an extreme degree of
infanticide, and promifcuous intercourfe. - When Captain Cook vi-

fited it in his fecond voyage, he calculated the population at fix or

feven hundred ¢, Peroufe at two thoufand ¢; and, from the number of
children which he obferved, and the number of new houfes that
were building, he conceived that the population was on the increafe .

In the Marianne Iflands, according to Pere Gobien, a very great
number # of the young men remained unmarried, lived like the
members of the Eareeoie fociety in Otaheite, and were diftinguithed
by a fimilar name®.. In the ifland of Formofa, it is faid, that the
women were not allowed to bring children into the world before the
age of thirty-five. If they were with child prior to that period, an
abortion was cffeéted by the prieftefs, and till the hufband was forty

#:Cook’s Second Voy. vol.i. p.289." .Voyage de Peroufe, c. iv. p. 323. c.v.
" p. 336. 4to, 1704. b Peroufe, c.iv. p. 326. c.v. p.336.
< Peroufe, c. v. p.336. 9 Cook’s Sccond Voy. vol. i. p. 289.
¢ Peroufe, c. v. p.336." .  fIbid, & Une infinité de jeunes gens. Hift.,
des Navigations aux terres Auftrales, vol, ii. p. 507. i » Cook’s Third Voyage,
vol. ii. p. 158. note of the Editor, S T o
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neral fimilarity of thefe cuftoms, as far as has been obferved, we have
reafon to think, that, though they may not be marked by. fome
of the more atrocious peculiaritics which have been mentioned,

* vicious habits with refpe& to women, and wars, are the principal

checks to their populati/on, ) _ . ,
. Thefe, however, are not all.  On the fubject of the happy ftate of

plenty in which the natives of the South Sea iflands have been faid-

to live, I am inclined to think, that our imaginat.ior.ls have l?ecn car-,
ried beyond the truth, 'by the exuberant defcriptions which have
fometimes been given of thefe delightful fpots.. :The not unfreiluent
'prcﬂ'urc of want, even in Otaheite, mentioned in Captzfm Cook’s laft
voyage, has undeceived us with regard to the moft fertile of all thefe

‘iflands; and from the Miffionary Voyage it appears, that at certain
. fimes of the year, when the bread fruit is out of fcafon, all fuffer a

temporary fearcity. At Oheitahoo, one of the Marquefas, it amounted
to hunger, and the very animals were pinched for want of: food. At
Tongataboo, the principal of the Friendly Iflands, the chiefs, to fe-

a Harris’s Colle&tion of Voyages, 2 vols. folio. edit. 1744. vol.i. p. 794,  Thisre-

lation is given by John Albert de- Mandefloc; a German traveller of fome reputation for -

fidelity, though I believe, in this inftance; he takes his account from the Dutch writers

. quoted by Montefquieu, (Efprit des Loix, liv. 23. ch, 17.) The authority is not per- '

haps fufficient to eftablifh the exiftence of fo ftrange a cuftom, tho.ug]l I con.fcfs (tlha;] it
does not appear to me wholly improbable.  In the fame account, it is mentioned, that
there is no difference of condition among thefe people, and that their wars z\rt? {o bloodlefs,
that the death of a fingle perfon generally decides them. In a very healthy climate, where

the habits of the people were favourable to population, and a ‘comlznunity of goods wasAc‘ﬁa- .
Blifhed, as no individual would have reafon to fear particular poverty from a large family,

the government would be in a manner compelled to take upon itfelf the fuppreffion of. the
population by law; and as this would bcjthe‘ greateft violation of every mtuml feeling,

there cannot be a more forcible argument again{t a community of gooﬁs.
' ' 7 ' curc
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cure “plcnt-y, changed  their abodes to other iflands?, and at times
~many of the natives fuffered much from want®.’ In the Sandwich-

Hlands, long droughts fometimes occur®; ‘hogs' and yﬁms' are often
ﬁéry'fcarcc“, and vifitors are received with an unwelcome aufterity

very different from the profufe benevolence of Otaheite. -In New

Caledonia, the inhabitants feed upon fpiders®, and arc fometimes re-
duced to €at great picces of fteatite to appeafe the cravings of their

hungerf =~ ,

- Thefe fadts ftrongly prove, that in whatever abundance the pro-’

dudions of thefe iflands ‘may be found at certain periods, or how- -

ever they may be checked by ignorance, wars, and ‘other caufes, the
average pszulatioﬁ, generally fpeaking, prefles hard againft the limits
of the average food. Ina ftate of fociety, where the lives of the infe~
rior orders of thé'. people feem to be confidered by their fuperiors as
abfolutely of no value, it is evident that we are very liable to be de-
ceived with regard to the appearances of- abundance; and . we may.
eafily conceive, that hogs and vegetables might-be exchanged in great
profufion for European commoditics ‘by the ‘principal proprietors,
while their vaffals and flaves ‘were fuffering feverely from want, -
1 cannot conclude this general review of that- department of hu-
man fociety, which has been clafled under the name of favage lif¢;

- without ‘obfer'vin'g,' that the only ad‘vantagé in it above civilized life

that I can difcover, is the poficflion of a greater degree of leifure by
the mafs of the people. There is lefs work to be done, and confe--
quently there is lefs labour. :When we confider the inceffant toil to.
which “the lower claffes of fociety in civilized life are condemned;
this cannot but aépcap to us a ftriking advantage ; but it is probably
overbalanced by greater difadvantages. In all thofe countrics where.

provifions are procured with facility, a moft tyrannical diftin&ion of.

S Mifﬁonar'y Voy. Appen. p. 385.° R Id. p. 570; » . Vancouver’s
Voy. vol. ii. b.iii. c. viii. p.230. ‘
izarch of Peroufe, ch. xiii, p. 420. Eng. tranfl, 4to, - fId: chi, xiii. p. 400..

rank

¢ Id. c.viivandviii, ¢ Voyage in:
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rank prevails. Blows, and violations of property, feem to be I.nnttc.rs
‘of courfe; and the lower claffes of the people are in a ftate of

. comparative degradation much below what is known in civilized

‘nations, - - '

- In that part of favage life w}ic;re a great degree of equality obtains,

the difﬁculty of procuring food, and the hardfhips of inceflant war,
create a degree of labour not inferior to that which is exerted by the
lower claffes of the people in civilized fociety, though much more
uncqually divided. But though we may compare the labour of thefe
two clafles of human fociety, their privations and fuﬂ'crings will ad-
mit of no comparifon. Nothing appears to me to place this in fo

triking a point of view, as the whole tenor of education among the

ruder tribes of favages in America. Every thing that can con-
tribute to teach the moft unmoved patience under the fevereft
pains and misfortunes, every thing that tends to harden the heart,
and narrow all the fources of fympathy, is moft feduloufly inculcated
in the favage. The civilized man, on the contrary, though he may
be advifed to bear evil with patience when it comes, is not inftruéted
to be always expedingit.  Other virtues are to be called into action
befides fortitude. He is taught to feel for his neighbour, or even his
enemy.in diftrefs ; to encourage and expand his focial affections; and
in general, to enlarge the fphere of pleafurable emotions. The ob-
vious inference from thefe two different modes of education is, that

the civilized man hopes to enjoy, the favage expeds only to fuffer.
The prepofterous fyftem of Spartan difcipline, and that unnatural
abforption of every private fecling in concern for the public, which
has fometimes been fo abfurdly admired, could never have exifted
but among a people, expofed to perpetual hardfhips and privations
from inceflant war, and in a flate, under the conftant fear of dread-
ful reverfes ‘of fortune. Inftcad of confidering .thefe phenomena as
indicating any peculiar tendency to fortitude and patriotifm in the
difpofition of the Spartans, I fhould merely confider them as a ftrong
indica-
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indication of the miférable and almoft favage ftate’ of Sparta, an

i ity for which

thofe virtues will be produced in the greateft ctl.ua:lr:::t.yundcr i
there is the greateft demand;. and.w.hcre P-; ie ;rc .
1d - privations, and extravagant patriotic facri ces, e people
i;]lec{) for, it is a melancholy indication of the mifery o OB

and the infecurity of the ftate.
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CHAP. VL

" Qf the Checks to Population among the ancient Inhabitants of the Nort];

of Europe.

A HISTORY of the éarly migrations and fettlements of mankind,
with the motives which prompted them, would illuftrate in a ftriking
manner the conftant tendency in the human race to increafe beyond

the means of fubfiftence. Without fome gcn\cral law of this nature,

it would feem as if the world could never have been peopled. A
ftate of floth, and not of reftleflnefs and activity, feems evidently to
be the natural ftate of man; and this latter difpofition could not
have been gencrated but “by the ftrong goad of nceeflity, though it
might afterwards be continued by habit, and the new aflociations
that were formed from it, the fpirit of  enterprize, and the thirft of
martial glory. " _ C . '

We are told, -that Abram and Lot had fo great fubftance” in

.cattle, that the land would not bear them both, that thcy might

dwell together. There was {trife betweeri their herdfmen, And
Abram propofed to Lot to feparate, and faid, “Is not the whole
¢ land before thee ? If thou wilt take the left hand, then'I wi»ll go
“ to the right ; if thou depart to the ri'ght hand, then I will go to
“ the left®.” : c ' ~ B

This fimple obfervation and propofal is a firiking illuftration of

_that great fpring of a@ion which overfpread the whole earth: with

people, .and in the progrefs of time, drove fome of the lefs fortunate

/% Genefis, ch. xiii.
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inhabitants of the globe, yieldirig to irrefiftible preﬁ'uré, to feck a

‘ {canty fubfiftence in the burning deferts of Afia and Africa, and the

frozen regions of Siberia and North America. The firft migratibns
Wbu]d naturally find no other obftacles than the nature of the country;

" but when a confiderable part of the earth had been peopled, though

but thinly, the pofleflors of thefe diftri&s would not yicld them to

. others without a ftruggle ; and the redundant inhabitants of any of

the more central fpots, could not find ;room for themfelves withox{t
expelling their neareft neighbours, or at leaﬂ:v pafling through their
territories, which would neceflarily give occafion to frequent contefts.

The middle latitﬁdcs of Europe and Afia, feem to have been oc-
cupied at an eafly period of hiftory, by nations of fhepherds. Thucy-
dides gave it as his opinion, that the civilized ftates of Europe and
Afia, in his time, could not refift the Scythiaps un:ltcd. Yet a coun-
try in pafture cannot poflibly fupport fo many inhabitants as 8 country
e; but what renders nations of fhepherds fo formidable, 1s
the power which they poflefs of mov.ing alt?gether, and the ‘neccﬁityv
they frequently fecl of exerting this power in fearch of frc.ih paﬁ'urc
for their herds. A tribe that is rich in cattle has an 1r.nmed1ate
plenty of food. Even the parent ftock may be devoured in cafe of
abfolute neceffity. The women live in greater ea.fe than among
nations of hunters, and are .confequently more prolific. T }16 men,
bold in their united ftrength, and confiding in their power of procur-
ing pafture for their cattle by change of place, f:ecl probably but few
fears about providing for a family. Thefe combined caufes f?on pro-
"duce their natural and invariable effeé, an extended popu]atxop. A
more frequent and rapid change of place then becc.)mf:s nc.ce_ﬁ'ary.
A wider and more extenfive territory is fucceflively .occupxed. A
broader defolation éxtends all around them. Want pinches the lefs

fortunate members of the fociety ; and at length thc‘impoﬁiblhty of
| fupporting fuch a ‘number together, becomes too evident to be re-

‘ffted. ‘Young fcions are then pufhed out from the parent ftock, and
) 1 , inftrnéted
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_inftru&ted to ciplorc frefh regions, and to gain happicr feats for them-

feves by their fwords.

¢¢ The world is all before them where to chufe.”

Ré&lefs from prefent diftrefs, flufhed with the hope of fairer prof- .

pedts, and animated with the fpirit of hardy enterprize, thefc daring
adventurers are likely to become formidable adverfarics to all who
oppofe them. The inhabitants of countrics long fettled, engaged in
the peaceful occupations of trade and agriculture, would not often be
able to refift the encrgy of men ating .under fuch powerful ‘motives
of ‘exertion. * And the frequent contefts with tribes in the fame cir-
cumftances with themfelves, would be fo many ftruggles for exift-
ence, and would be fought with a defperate courage, infpired by the
refle@ion, that death would be the punifhment of defeat, and life the
bp'rizc of victory. : : ' »

. In thefc favage contefts, many tribes muft have been utterly exter-
minated. Many probably perithed by hardfhips and famine. Others,
whofc leading ftar had given them a happier direétion, became great
and powerful tribes, and in their turn fent off frefh adventurers in

fearch of other feats. Thefc would at firft owe allegiance to their .

pa/rent tribe; but in a fhort time the ties that bound them would be
little felt, and they would remain friends, or become ¢nemics, ac-
cording as their power, their ambition, or their convenience, might
diftate. : _

. The prodigious wafte of human life occafioned by this perpetual
fruggle for room and food, would be more than fupplied by the
mighty power of population, aéting in fome degree unfhackled from
the conftant habit of migration. A prevailing hope of bettering their
condition by change of place, a conftant expedtation of plunder, a
power, even, if diftrefled, of felling their children as flaves, added to

~ the natural carelefnefs of the Barbaric charaer, would all con{pire
to raife a population which would remain to be reprefled afterwards

by famine, or war. . : : "
K2 _ The
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Thc tribes that poffefled themfelves of the more fruitful regions
though_ they might win them and maintain them b ‘con%in." i
battles, rapidly increafed in number and power, from’ thyc incrca?ad /’
means of fubfiftence ; till at length thé whole ’tcfritbr r, from tl(i g

»'cox}ﬁncs of China to the thores of the- Baltic, was >C’O led 1b ’ )
vgr_lous. race of barbarians, brave, robuft, and cntcrpfiﬁig pcn‘urc{i} ta
hardthips, and delighting in war ", While the diﬁ’ercnt-ﬁ\icd over 1Q
ments of Europe and Afia, by fuperior population and fu‘ eriir ﬂ{'lll—
were able to oppofc an impenctrable barricr to their pdcf’tro "1 : )
llordgs, they wqftcd their fupcrﬁﬁous numbers in contefts with }mig N
- other; .but the moment that the weaknefs of the fctticd ovecafll |
ments, or the cafual union of many of - thefe wanderin tribfs ; -
t‘h.em thc‘a'fcendant in power, the Pcorxﬁ 'difchargcd igtfelf ozlg:;lt‘
ia}rc& provinces of the earth; and China, Perfia, Egypt, and Ital B
- were overwhelmed at.;diﬂ’crcnt periods in this ﬂdo:l of,barbar"f “
Thc{'c remarks are {trongly cxemplified in the fall of the R01I a
cmpire.  The fhepherds of the north of Europe were lon h 1‘1112311
check by the vigour of the Roman arms, a;ld the terror 6f gthcc (Rm
man name. '.Thc formidable irruption of the Cimbri in fearcl O-f
new fcttlf:mcnts, thoqgh fignalized by the ’de{’cru'&ion‘ of ﬁv?1 . :
f}]_lar armies, was at length érrf:ﬁcd in its viGorious carcer b ;:\Ziﬁ .'
rius; and the barbarians were t.augh.t to repent their rafhnefs i: tl"l~
almoft complete extermination of this pdwcrfhl colon)‘rb ‘T}:é n?’ .
of Julius Cafar, of Drufus, Tiberius, and Germanicus .im rcﬁ’c((limcs ' ot
'.chci{', minds by the flaughter of their countrymcnbaconI‘Zinucd c')cn *
infpire them with a fear of encroaching on the R’oman tcrritoryO

' 2 'I:he v:u:ious branchings, divifions, and contefts, of the great Tartar natio
rioufly deferibed in the genealogical hiftory of the Tarmrsti)y'thc Khan Abn] ge -
(,t.ranf}ated into .Englifh from the French, with additions, in 2 vols. §v : blmz’;
misfortune of all hiftory is, that while the motives of a few princes and .133(1:-3 inu :h[ch,i
- H

various projects f)f ambition, are fometimes detailed with accuracy, the motives which
(?f(:n crowd their ftandards with willing followers, are totally overlooked {
Tacitus de Moribus Germanorum, {. 37. ' . A
| ’ | |
But:
Tt ::’ . n ‘
e

CHAP. VL ancient -Inhabitants of the North of Europe. 69

But they were rather triumphed over, than vanquithed®; and though
the armies, or colonics, which they fent forth, were cither. cut off,

or forced back into their original feats, the vigour of the great Ger-

man nation remained unimpaired, and ready to pour forth her hardy

fons in_conftant fucceffion, wherever they could forcc an opening

for themfelves by their {words. The fecble reigns of Decius, Gallus,

Amilianus, Valerian, and Gallicnﬁs, afforded fuch an opening; and

were in confequence marked by a general irruption of  barbarians.

The Goths, who.were fuppofed to have migrated in the courfe of
fome years from Scandinavia to the Euxine, werc bribed to with-
draw their victorious troops, by an. annual tribute. Eut no fooner
was the dangerous fecret of the wealth and weakneft of the Roman
empire thus revealed to the world, than new {warms of barbarians
{prcad devaftation through the frontier. provinces, and terror as far
as the gates of Rome?®. The TFranks, the Allemanni, the Goths,.
and adventurers of lefs confiderable tribes, comprchended under
thefe general appellations, poured like a torrent on different parts
of the empire. Rapine and oppreffion deftroyed the produce of the:
prcfcnt; and the hope of futurc harvefts. A long and general fa-
mine was followed by a wafting plague, which for fifteen years
ravaged cvery city and province of the Roman empire; and, judging

from the mortality in fome {pots, it was conjectured, that in a few

ycﬁrs, war, peftilence, and famine, had confumecd the moicty of the
human fpecies ®.  Yct the tide of emigration ftill continied at in-
tervals to roll impetuouily from the north, and the fucccflion of
martial princes, who rcpaired the misfortuncs of their predeceffors,
and propt the falling fate of the cmpire, had to accomplifh the la-
bours of Hercules in frecing the Roman territory from thefe barba-
rous invaders. The Goths, who, in the year 250, and the follow-

ing years, ravaged the empire both by fea and land, with various.

a Tacitus de Moribus Germanorum, f{. 37. b Gibhon’s Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire, vol.i. c.x. p. 407. et feq. 8vo. cdit 1783. ¢ 1d..vol. i

€. X. . 455, 455

{uccefs,
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fuccefs, but in the end, with the alxno(t total lofé‘of t'hcir adv.cn-
turous bands?, “in the year 269, fent out an emigration of-im-
menfe numbers with their wives and families for tl}e purpofes of
fettlement ®.  This formidable body, which was faid to c?nﬁﬂ' at
firft of 320,000 barbarians ®, was ultimately deﬁ‘royc‘d ar:nd difperfed
by the vigour and wifdom of the emperor Claudius. I?IIS fucc"cﬂ'or,_
Aurclian, encountered and vanquithed new hofts of the fame name

‘that had quitted their fettlements in the Ukraine; but one of the

implied conditions of thc peace, was, that h.e fhould withraw the
Roman forces from Dacia, and relinquifh this great Provmcc to the‘
Goths and Vandals®. A new and moft formid.able invafion of the
Allemanni threatened foon. after to fack the miftrefs of }tl‘xc‘world,
and three great and bloody battles were fought by Aurclian !3cfor§
this deftroying hoft could be qxtermmatcd, and Italy be delivere

from its ravages °. A

The ftrength of Aurelian had crufhed on every fide the enemies
of Rome After his death, they feemed to revive with an increafe

'~ of fury and numbers. - They were again vanquithed on all fides . by

the a&ive vigour of Probus. The dclivcrancc. of Gaul alone from
German invaders is reported to have coft the lives. of fou.r hundn.:d
thoufand barbariansf, The vi&orious emperor purfucd his {.‘ucceﬁcs
into Germany itfelf, and the princes of the coun.try, aﬁ:omﬂ}cc; z.1t
his prefence, and difmayed and exhaufted by the ill fuccefs o t. iu’
laft cmigration’ "fubmitted to any tcjrms t.hat‘ the conquerors ;mgm;
impofe &, Probus, and afterwards DlOClCtmn. ", adopted 'thclp adn/o

recruiting the exhaufted provinces of the.cmpu'f:, by gra.ntmg ag s to
the fugitive or captive barbarians, and difpofing of their fuperfluous

“numbers where they might be the leaft likely to be dangerous to the

ftate: but fuch colonizations were an infufficient vent for the popu-
~Ldll,

‘ | i ! Idp. 11,
¢+ Gi i. ¢ X. p.431. P Id. vol i, coxi. p. 13, ¢ 1 I
d %‘bl;"“;gd'j;']; ‘;70? . ¢ Id. p.26. f Id. vol.ii, e. xil. p.7s.
. p.79. AD. i, p. 132, A. D. 296,
d. p.79. A.D.277. b 1d. e, xiiis p. 132 o .
e ‘ ' ~lation
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lation of the north, and the ardent temper of the barbarians would
not always bend to the flow labours of agriculture 2, During the
vigorous reign of Diocletian, unable to make an effe@ual impref-
{ion on the Roman frontiers, the Goths, the Vandals, the Gepide,
the Burgundians, and the Allemanni, wafted each other’s ftrength
by mutual hoftilities, while the fubjeds of the empire enjoyed the
bloody fpectacle, confcious, that whoever vanquifhed, they vanquithed
“ the enemies of Rome?, ' ‘
Under the reign of Conftantine the Goths were again formidable.
Their ftrength had been reftored by a long peace, and a new gene-
ration had arifen, who no longer remembered the misfortunes of
ancient days®. In two fucceffive wars great numbers of them were
{flain.  Vanquifhed on every fide, they were driven into the moun-
tains; and, in the courfe of a fevere campaign, above a hundred
thoufand were computed to have perithed by cold ‘and hunger®,
Conftantine adopted the plan of Probus and his fucceflors, in grant-
ing lands to thofe fuppliant barbarians who were expelled from their
own country. ~ Towards the end of his reign, a competent portion.
. in the provinces of Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia, and Italy, was
afligned for the habitation and fubfiftence of three hundred thou-
fand Sarmatianse, ' S ~
The warlike Julian had to encounter and vanquifth new fwarms.
of Franks and Allemanni, that, kcmigrating from their German fo-
refts during the civil wars of Conftantine, fettled in diﬁ"creqf parts.
of Gaul, and made the fcene of their devaftations three times more
cxtenfive than that of their conquefts &, Deftroyed and repulfed on
every fide, they were purfued, in five cxpeditions, into their own.
country §; but Julian had conquered, as foon. as he had penetrated
nto Germany; and in the midft of that mighty hive which had fent

3 Gibbon', vol.ii. ¢, xii. p. 84, * I, e xiii. p. 130. - <Idie Xiv.
p.254. A.D. 323, 4 1d. vol. iii, ¢, xviii, po125. A.D, 333, e Id. p. 127,
o f I vol i e, xix, p. 215. A, D, 356, & Id. p.228. and vol. iv. c. xxii..

P17, fyom A.D. 3570 359.
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“out fuch f{v'aims of people, as to kecp the Rdmah world in per'pcé

tual dread, the principal obftacles to his progne{s were, almoft 1mpa{T-

able roads, and vaft unpeopled forefts *.
. Though thus fubdued and pro{’cmted by the nélonous arms of

Juhan, this hydra-headed monfter rofe-again after a few years;

and the firmnefs, vigilance, and powerful genius of Valentinian
were fully called into action, in protecting his dominions from the
different irruptions of the Allemanni, the Burgundians, the Saxons,
the Goths, the Quadi, and Sarmatians b’ o

The fate of Rome was at length dctcrmmcd by an irrefiftible
'cmlglatlon of the Huns from the eaft and north, which precipitated

on the empire the whole body of the Goths ©; and the continuance
of this powerful pt‘eﬂ"ure on the nations of Gcrmany, {feemed " to

_ prompt them to the refolution, of- abandoning to the fugitives of
Sarmatia their woods and moraflcs, or at leaft, of dlfchargmg their ‘

fuperfluous numbers on the provinces of * the Roman empire!. An

emigration’ of four hundred thoufand perfons ifflued from the fame

coaft of the Baltic, which had poured forth' the myriads of Cimbri

‘and Teutones during the vigour of the Republic®.  'When this hoft

was deftroyed by war and famine, other adventurers fuccceded.
The Suevi, the Vandals, the Alani, the Burgundians, pafled the
Rhine never more to retreat &, The conquerors. .who firft fettled,

were expcllcd or exterminated by new invaders. Clouds of barba-
rians feemed to colle& from all parts of the morthern hemifphere. -

Gathering frefh darknefs and terror as they rolled on, the congregated
bodies at lcngth obfcured the fun of Ita]y, and funk the weftern

world in night.

5
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pofleflion of Thrace, Pannonia, Gaul, Britain, Spain, Africa, and
Italy*. . The moft horrible devaftations, and an incredible deftru@ion
of the human fpecies, accdmpanied thefe rapid conquefts; and fa-.
mine and peftilence, which always march in the train of war, when it

ravages with fuch inconfiderate cruclty, raged in every part of Eu-,

- .rope. The hiftorians of the times, who beheld thefe fcenes of defo-

lation, labour, and are at a lofs for expreflions,, to deferibe them; but:
beyond the power of language, the numbers and the deftruive
violence of thefe barbarous invaders were cvinced by the total change

which took place in the ftate of Europe®. Thefe tremendous effeéts,

fo long, and fo deeply felt, throughout the faireft portions of the
carth, may .be traced to the fimple caufe of the fupcnonty of
the power of population to the means of fubfiftence.

Machiavel, in the beginning of his hiftory of Florence, fays, Thu
¢ people who inhabit the northern parts that lie between the Rhinc
¢ and the Danube, living in a healthful and prolific climate, often
“ increafc to fuch a degree, that vaft numbers of them are forced
“ to leave their native country, and go in fearch of new habita-
¢ tions, When any one of thofc provinces begins to grow too popu-
< lous, and wants to difburthen itfelf, the following method is ob-
“ feryved. In the firft place, it is divided into three parts, in cach of
“ ‘which, there is an cqual portion of the nobility and commonalty,

<« the rich and the poor. After this they caft lots, and that divi-

B T3

€«

fion on which the lot falls, quits the country and goes to feck.
its fortune, lcaving the other two more room and liberty to:
enjoy their pofleffions at home. Thefe emigrations proved the
deftrution of the Roman empire=.” Gibbon is of opinion that

({3

(14

Machi ,
In two centurics from the flight of thc Goths acrofs the Danube, lavel has rcpregcnted thefe emigrations too much as regular and
d ; concerted meafures?; but I think it highly probablc that hc has
barbarians of various - names and hncagc had plundered and taken ‘
) ‘l%. v ~ not
- Gibbon, vcl.iv. ¢ xxil..p, 17. and vol.iii. c. Xix. p.229. b 1d. vol. iv. 1 » Robertfon’s Charles V. vol. i. fect. i. p. 7. 8‘,0. ;732 b1d, p. 10, 11, 2. 3
¢, xxv. from A. D, 364to 375. ¢ Id. vol iv. c. xxvi. p. gk2. ct feq. A. D. 376. ¢ Iftorie Fiorentine Macluavclh, Li, p.1, 2. !
4 Id, vol, v. c. XXX, p. 213 ¢ 1d. p. 214. A. D. 400, f1d. p.224. , 2 Gibbon, vol. i, c.ix. p. 360. note.” Paul Diaconus, from whom it is i’uPI’Oﬁ:‘I
' 'poﬂ’cﬁion i L ) that
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1ot erred much in thls refpc& and that it was a’ forefight of the

frequent neceflity of thus dlfch'irgmg their redundant population,
which gave occafion to that law among the Germans, taken notice

by Caefar and Tacitus, of not permitting their cultivated lands to
remain longer than a year under the fame poﬂcﬁors "The reafons
which Czfar mentions as being aﬁigned for this cuftom, feem to

- be hardly adcquatc ; but if we add to them, the profpect of emi-

gration, in the manner defcribed by Machiavel, the cuftom will

appcar to be highly ufeful, and a double weight will be  given to one-
- of the reafons that Cefar mentions, namely, left thcy thould be led, -
) by being accuftomed to onc fpot to cxcha,ngc the toils of war for

the bufinefs of agriculture ®.

Gibbon very juftly rejects, with Hume and Robertfon, the 1 impro-
bable fuppoﬁtlon, that the inhabitants of the- north were far more
numerous formcrly than at prefent©; but he thinks himfelf obhgcd
at the fame time to deny the {trong tendency to increafe in the
northern nations?, as if the two fa&s were neceflarily conne&ed.
But a careful diftin&ion fhould always be made, between a redundant

popu]atxon, and a populatlon a&ually great. The nghlands of

tlmt Machi:wel has taken this defcrxptlon, writes thus: - Septentrionalis plaga quantd

magis ab zftu folis remota eft, et nivali frigore gelida, tantd falubrier corporibus homi-.
" num et propagandis gentibus magis coaptata. Sicut e contrario, omnis meridiana regio,.

qud folis cft fervori vicinior eo morbis eft abundantior, et educandis minus apta mor-~
ta]xbus ¥k Multeque quoque ex ed, eo- quod tantas mortalium’ turmas germinat,
quantas alere vix fufficit, feepe gentes egrefle funt, quz non folum partes Afiz, fed
etiam maxime fibi contiguam Europam afflixere. (De geftis Longobardorum, Li. c.i.)

Intra hanc ergo conflituti populi, dum in tantam multitudinem pullulaffent, ut jam
fimul habitare non valerent, in tres (ut fertur) partes omnem catervam dividentes,
quznam ex illis patriam effet relitura, ut novas fedes exquirerent, forte dlfquxrunt.
Igitar ea pars, cui fors dederit genitale folum excedere, exteraque arva fectari, conftitutis
fupra fe duobus ducibus, Ibore fcilicet, et Agione, qui et Germani erant, et juvenili
wtate floridi, ceterifque preftantiores, ad exquirandas quas poffint incolere terras, fedefque~
ﬁatuerc, valedicentes {uis ﬁmu] et patriz iter arripiunt.  (c.ii.)

2 De bello Gallico, vi. 22, De moribus German, f. xxvi, :

¥ De bello Gallico vi. 22. ¢ Gibbon, vol. i, ¢.ix. p. 361, . ¢ Id. p. 348.

Scotland

i
i

b m*" BN SRR 3

CHAP. VI, mzuent [ulmblmnts of the North of Eu th - 7s

v ‘Scotland are probably morc redundant in population than dn) othcr
part of Great Britain; and though it would be admlttmgD a palpable
-abfurdity, to allow that the north of Europe, covered in early ages

with immenfe forefts, and inhabited by a race of pcople who fup-
ported themfelves principally by their herds and flocks *, was 'morc
populous in thofe times than in its prefent fiate; yct the facts de-

tailed in the Decline and Fall of the Roman empire, or even the vch :

flight fketch of them that I have given, cannot rationally be ac-
counted for, without the fuppofition' of a moft powerful tendency
in thefe people to mcrcafc, and to repalr thur rcpmted loﬂLs by the

prohﬁc power of nature,
From the firft irruption of the C lmbn, to the fmal cxtm&lon of

"the weftern cmpire, the cfforts of the German nations to colonize
or plundcr were unceaﬁng The numbers that were cut off’ dur-

ing this period by war and famine were almoft incalculable, and
fuch-as could not poffibly have been fupported with undiminifhed
vigour by a country thinly peopled, unlefs the ftrcam had been

fupplicd by a fpring of very cxtraordinary power.
Gibbon defcribes the labours of Valentinian in fecuring the Gallic

fronticr againft the Germans, an encmy, he fays, whofe ftrength

was renewed by a ftrcam of daring volunteers which inceflantly
flowed from the moft diftant tribes of the north®. An cafy adop-
tion of ftrangers was probably a mode by which fome of the Ger-
rhan nations renewed their ftrength fo fuddenly? , after the moft
“deftru@ive defcats ; but this explanation only removes the dlﬁiculty
a little further off. It makes the carth reft upon the tortoife; but

docs not tell us, on what the tortoife refts. We may ftill afk,
~what northern refervoir fupplicd this inceflant ﬂ:rczim of daring ad-

+ Tacitus de moribus German. . v. Cefar de bell. Gall. vi.

b Cefar found in Gaul a moft formidable colony under Arlonﬁus, and a general dread
prevailing that in a few years all the Germans would pafs the Rhine. De bell. Gall. i 31.

¢ Gibbon, vol, iv. ‘c. xxv. p. 283, 4 Ibid. note.
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‘;;zn;;lrf:;‘s ? . h&ongefquieu’s folution of the problem, will, I think
rdly be admitted. The fwarms of b lans - , ’
arbarians which ifli
merly from the north, a ' e orctont; nd e
) » » appear no more, he fays, at preft
‘reafon which he gives is, tl iolencns of the R s
, that the violences of
reaf the Roman
.f(‘lmcn the. people of the fouth into the north. " As lone a: ?l’?d
orce continued, they remained there; but as fodn' as it wbas kls
cnflc‘ll, they fpread themfelves again over every country A
. 1(; (f;;:m; phenomenon appeared after thc'.conqueﬁs and tyran:
o arlemagne, and the ‘fubft iffolution «¢ .
of gne, ubfequent diffolution of his empi
; ; e and mpire ;
'md if a prince, he fays, in the prefent days were to make ﬁrl;ilér

rav' (,'/ - n - . . . i
ages in Europe, the nations driven into the north, and reftin
s g

on the ltum;s of the univerfe?, would there make a ftand. till the
moment when they would inundate, ,
nom t C ate, or conquer, E i
o : quer, Furope- a third
c. In a note he obferves, we fee to what the famous quef-

~ tion is reduced~—why the north i
- fon b feduce y he 1 1s no longer fo fully peopled as in

-.If' t'hc. famous queftion, or rather the anfwer to it, be redu dto
thls, it is r¢(.luccd‘ to a miracle; for without fon;é fuper; ci o
‘mode of ol?taming food, ‘ how thefe colle@ed nations coulz fl’l -
“t}'lemfclves in fuch barren regions, for fo long a period, as d it
vigour .of the Roman empire, it is a little diﬂicu];: to (:]i)nng' o
and one can hardly help fmiling at the bold figure of tllefcll;ixc)vc;:i;

.. gious crowds making their laft determined ftand on the limits of

the univerfe, and living,’ as we muft fuppofe, with the moft patient
{t patien

~fortitude on air and ice for fome hundreds of years, till they could

return to their own homes, and i :

: omes, refume their ufual m ial
"mode of fubfiftence. ' - ore fubftania
N Tge whole dlfﬁ'culty, however, is at once fcmoved,'if' we apply to
k‘c erman nations at that time, a fa&, which is fo gcncr);.ll
.nown to have occurred in America, and fuppofe, that, when no)t’

’ LCS ﬂﬂ£ S ‘ ‘ y “e ‘v ‘

a 101 ﬂ(IOHCBS au llmltes dc l anivers tle"d“)lent ‘Clll\ ‘ Gl mdeul ct
; PR
DcCud. dCS Rom- C. Xvi, P- It;;a‘
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" checked by wars and famine, they ‘increafed at a ratc that would

double their numbers in twenty-five or thirty years. ‘The propriety,
and even the neceflity, of applying this rate of increafe to the inha-

‘bitants of ancient Germany, will ftrikingly appear from that moft

valuable pi¢urc of their manners which has been left us by Tacitus.
He deferibes them as not inhabiting cities; or even admitting of con-
tiguous fettlements.  Every perfon furrounds his ‘houfe with a va-
cant fpace?, a circu_mftancc, which befides its beneficial effe& as

‘a {ecurity from fire, 1s ftrongly calculated to prevent the generation,

and check the ravages, of cpidemics. They content” themfeclves

.

almoft univerfally with one wife. Their matrimonial bond is ftrict

~ and fevere, and their manners in this refpec deferving of the higheft
-praife ®.  They live in a ftate of well-guarded chaftity, corrupted by -

no feducing fpectacles,’ or’ convivial incitements. Adultery is ex-

tremely rare, - and no indulgence is thewn to a proftitute. = Neither -

‘beauty, youth, nor riches can procure her a’ hufband ; for none
.there locks on vice with a fmile, nor calls mutaal fedu&ion the way
of the world. To limit the increafe of children, or put to death any
- of the hufband’s blood, is accounted infamous; and virtuous man-
ners have there more cfficacy than good laws elfewhere ©. Evéfy

" mother fuckles her own children, ‘and does not deliver them into-

the hands of fervants and nurfes. The youths partake -late’ of the
fexual intercourfe, and hence pafs the-age of puberty unexhaufted.
Nor are the virgins brought forward. The fame maturity, the fame
full growth is required : the fexes unite equally matched and ro-
buft, and the children i’n_h‘crit/thc vigour of “their . parents. . The
more numerous are a man’s kinfinen and relations, the more com-
fortable is his old age ; nor is it any advantage to be childlefsd.
With thefe manners, and a habit of enterprife and emigration,
which would naturally remove all fears about providing for a family,

» Tacitas de moribus Germ. f, xvi, b Id, {. xviil. e Jd. f xix%.

4 Id. f, xx.
) it
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it is difficult to conceive a fociety with a ftronger principle of in-

<creafe in it; and we fee at once that prolific fource of fucceflive

" armies and \colo'nics_',' againft which, the force of the Roman ‘ém'pird
1o long ftruggled' with difficulty, and under which, it ultimatcly

funk. It is not probable that for two periods together, or even for
one, the population within the confines of Germany ever doubled
itfelf in twenty-five years. Their perpetual wars, the rude ftate of

agriculture, and particularly the very ftrange cuftom .adopted by-
. -moft of the tribes, of marking their barriers by extenfive defarts?,
- _would abfolutely prevent any very great aGtual increafe of numbers.

‘At no one period could the country be called well-peopled, though
it was often redundant in population. They abandoned their im-
menfe forefts to the exercife of hunting, employed in pafturage the

*-moft confiderable.part of their lands, beftowed on the {mall remain-

der a'rude and carelefs cultivation, and when thé return of famine

’ “feverely admonifhed them of the infufficiency of their fcanty re-
“fources, they accufed the fterility of a country which refufed to fup-

ply the multitude of its inhabitants®; but inftead of élearing their

forefts, draining their fwamps, and rendering their foil fit to fup-

5port an extended population, they found it‘ more congenial to their
martial habits and impatient - difpofitions, to ~go * in ‘queft of
“¢ food, of plunder, or of glery<,” into other countries. Thefe ad-

~ venturers either gained lands for themfelves by their f{words, or
were cut off by the various accidents of war; were received into

the Roman »armiés; ~or difperfed over the Romanﬁ territory ; or per-

‘haps, having relieved their country by their abfence, returned home

laden with fpoils, and ready, after having recruited their diminifhed
numbers, for freth expeditions. The fucceffion of human beings

-appears to have been moft rapid, and as faft as fome Wé;‘e difpofed of

® Gibbon, wvol.i. c.ix. p. 360.
cJd. c.X. p.417. ’ : n
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or méwcd down by the Tc:ythg: of war and fqm'mc, others

in colonies, o by the feytie®
rofe in increafed numbers to fupply their place. n
According to this view of the fubje&, the North could never have

" been cxhaufted ; and when Dr. Robertfon,_’defcnibing ‘the calamities

of thefe invafions, fays, that they did I}bt ceafe, till the North, by
pouringforth fucceflive {fwarms, was d.ramcd of pt?oplc, and coul;l no
longer furnifh inftruments of deftru&ion? he will appear to have
fallen into the very error which he had before laboured to rcfute,
and to fpeak as if the northern nations were aéh'm_llly very populous.
For they muft have been fo, if the number of their inhabitants at any
6nc period, had beeén fufficient, befides the ﬂaughter. of war, to people
in fuch a manner Thrace, Pannonia, »Gaul, Spain, _Afnca, 'Ital)‘r, |
and England, as in fome parts not to lcave. many traces of tlfcu' \
former inhabitants. The period of the peopling of thefe com‘mtrxes,
howé'\;ér, he himfelf mentions as two hundred years®, and in fuch

a time new gcncrations would arife that wauld more than fupply

every vacancy.

The true caufe which -putf a ftop to the continuance of northern

emigration was the impoflibility any longer of making an imprc?{’ﬁor}
on the moft defirable countries of Europe. They 'W‘erc..thcn inha-
bited by the defcendants of the braveft andvmoﬁ: enterprifing of the
German tribes; and it was not p;‘pbgblc, fchat they. thould 'fo foon
dcgenefate from the valour c_)f their anceftors, as to :fuﬁ"g?xj thfnr larfds
to be wrefted from them by inferior numbers .and inferior {kill,
though perhaps fuperior hardihood. S
th(g]l%éélscd‘fi a Eicimc' by _tiie bravery and poverty f)f -their ncigh-
“hours by land, the enterprifing fpirit_and overflowing numbp;sf of
the Scandinavian nations foon found vent by f.ea. .Fcared before
the reign of Charlemagne, _ they were repelled with difficulty by the

carc and vigour of that great prince, but during the diftractions of

\

s Robertfon’s Charlcs'V.,lilol.i. fi p.1rn ) "Id vol. i, f.'x. pe 7
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the empire under his fecble fucceflors, they fpread like a devour-

. ing flame over Lower Saxony, Friezeland, Holland, Flanders, and -

the bauks of the Rhine as far as Mentz.

A&cr having lot?g ravaged the coafts, they penctrated into thc.
heart of France, pillaged and burnt her faireft towns, levied im-

‘menfe tributes on her monarchs, and at length obtained, b

grant, one of the fineft provinces of the kingdom. The ’ dy

- them{elves even dreaded in Spain, ltaly, and Grecce fi)re ) every

wh.erc defolation and terror. Sometimes théy tu,rncd their a

againft cach other, as if bent on their own mutial deftru&ion 'm;fs:
;

other times tranfported colonies to unknown or uninhabited coun-"

; :{icsét as if they were willing to repair, in one place, the horrid de
ruction of the human r ir furi -
bthc'rs X | ‘ ace occaﬁone\d by \thclr furious ravages, in
'The mal-adminiftration and civil wars of the Saxon kingé éf
Englafld produced the fame effe® as the weaknefs which folloﬁ;cd
the reign of Charlemagne in France®, and for two hundred years
the Britifh ifles were inceflantly ravaged, and often in part fubdued

by thefe northern invaders. During the cighth, ninth, and tenth

. centuries, the fea was covered with their veflels from one end of

Europc to the other®, and the countries, now the moft powerful in
arts a.nd arms, were the prey of their conftant depredations. The
growing and confolidating ftrength of thefe countries, at ]en;th re-
n.novcd all further profpe of fuccefs from fuch invafions . 'Itihe, na-
tions of the north were flowly and relu@antly compelled to confine
themf{elves within their natural limits; and to exchange their paftoral
manners, and with them the peculiar facilities of pfunder and emi-

*‘66Mallct? Inqod.h I’Hiftoire de Dann,emarc,'tom. i, c.x p.2a1, 2;3 224 Iémo‘
S : o e .
17 ld. 4 bId. p. 226. ¢ Id. p.2ar1. ¢ Perhaps the civilized
world could not be confidered as perfeétly fecure from another northern or eaftern in-
undatlon., till the to‘tal change in the art of war, by the introdu&ion of gunpowder
gave t'o improved {kill and knowledge the decided advantage over phyfical force. ’
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gration which they afforded, for the patient labours, and. flow re-
turns of trade and ‘agriculture.” -But the flownefs of thefe returns
neceflarily cffe&ted an importint change in the mannets of the
people.. . Co T
" In ancient Scandinavia, during the time of its conftant wars and
emigrations, few or none, probably, were ever deterred from marrying
by the fear of not being able to provide for a family. In modern
Scandinavia, on the cpntrary, the frequency of the marriage union
is continually checked by the moft imperious and juftly founded ap-
prehenfions of this kind.  This is moft particularly the cafe in Nor-'
way, - as I fhall have occafion to remark in another place; but the
fame fears operate in a greater or- lefs degree, though cvery where
with confiderable force, in all parts of Europe. Happily, the more
tranquil ftate of the modern world does not demand fuch rapid fup-
plies of human beings, and the prolific powers of nature cannot
therefore be fo generally called into adtion. * -~ -
‘Mallet, in the excellent account of the northern nations which he

" has prefixed to his hiftory of Denmark, obferves, that he had not

been able to difcover any proofs that their emigrations proceeded
from want of room at home?; and onc of the reafons which he
gives, is, that, after a great emigration,” the countries often remain-
ed quite deferted and unoccupied for a long time *  But inftances
of this kind T am inclined to think were rare, though they might
occafionally happen. 'With the habits of enterprizc and emigration
which prevailed in thofc days, a whole .people would fometimes

move in fearch of a more fertile territory. - The lands, which they -

before occupied, muft of neceflity be ‘defart for a time; and if
there were any thing particularly inelegible in-the foil or fituation,
which the total emigration of the people . would feem to imply,
it might be morc congenial to the temper of the furrounding bar-

-

3 Hiﬁ.'ﬁnn. tom. i. C.iX. p. 200, b 1d. p. 205, 200.
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barians, to provide for themfelves better by their fwords, than to

occupy immediately thefe rejected lands, "Such total emigrations

proved the unwillingnefs of the fociety to divide, but by no means -

that they were not ftraitened for room and food at home.
The other reafon which Mallet gives is, that, in Saxony, as well
as Scandinavia, vaft tracs of land lay in their original uncultivated

- ftate, having never been grubbed up or cleared ; and that, from the
‘defcriptions of Denmark in thofe times, it appeared, that the coafts

alone were peopled, but the interior parts formed one vaft foreft 2,
Tt is evident, that he here falls into the common error of confounding
a fuperfluity of inhabitants with great actual population. The paf-

' toral manners of the pcople, and their habits of war and enterprize,

prevented them from clearing and cultivating their lands®; and then

thefe very forefts, by reftraining the fources of fubfiftence within

Very narrow bounds;‘cqntributcd to a fuperfluity .of numbers, thqt
is, to a population beyond what the fcanty fupplies of the country
could fupport. . .
~ There is another caufe, not often attended to, why poor, cold,
and thinly-peopled countries tend generally to a fuperfluity of inha-
bitants, and are ftrongly prompted to" emigration. In warmer and
more  populous ‘countries, particularly thofe abounding in great
towns and manufactures, an infufficient fupply of food can feldom

continue long without producing epidemics, cither in the fhape of

‘great and ravaging plagues, or of lefs violent, though more conftant,
ficknefles. In poor, cold, and thinly-peopled countries, on the con-
trary, from the antifeptic quality of the air, the mifery arifing from

* Hift. Dan. tom. i. c. ix. p. 2¢7. .

® Nec arare terram aut expetare annum tam facile perfuaferis, quam vocare hoftes et
vulnera mereri; pigrum quinimd et iners videtur fudore acquirere quod poflis fan-
guine parare.  Tacitus de mor. Germ. = Nothing, indeed, i.n the f}udy of human
nature, is more evident than the extreme difficulty with which habits are changed;

and no argument therefore can be more fallacious than to infer, that thofe people are

not pinched with want, who do not make a proper ufe of their lands, .
: - : infufficient

CHAP VL . anucient Inhabitants of the North of Europe. 8 3

- infufficient or bad food, fnay continue -a confiderable time without

producing thefe effe@s, and, confequently, this powerful ftimulus to
emigration continucs to operate for a much longer period *,

I 'would by no means, however, be underftood to fay, that the
northern nations never undertook any cxpeditions unlefs prompted
by ftraitencd food or circumftances at home.  Mallet relates,
what was probably true, that it was their common cuftomto hold
an affembly every fpring, for the purpofe of confidering in what

- quarter they fhould make war®; and among a people who nourifhed

{o ftrong a paffion for war, and who confidered the right of the
ftrongeft as a right divine, occafions for it would never be wanting,
Befides this pure and difintercfted love of war and enterprize, civil

diffenfions, the preflure of a viGorious enemy, a with for a milder -
" climate, or other caufes, might fometimes prompt to emigration ;
. but, in a general view of the fubject, I cannot help confidering this

period of hiftory as affording a very ftriking illuftration of the
principle of population ; a principle, which appcars to me, to have

given the original impulfe and fpring of alion, to have furnifhed the -

.inexhauftible refources, and often preparcd the immediate caufcs,
of that rapid fucceflion of adventurous irruptions and emigrations,
which occafioned the fall of ‘the Roman empire; and afterwards
pouring from the thinly-peopled countries of Denmark and Norway,
for above two hundred years ravaged and over-ran a great part of
Europe. Without the fuppofition of a tendency to increafe almoft
as great as among the Americans, the fadts appear to me not to be
accounted for °; and with fuch a fuppofition, we cannot be at a lofs

to

® Epidemics have their feldomer or frequenter returns according to their fundry foils,
fituations, ‘air, 8cc. Hence, fome have them yearly, as Egypt and Conftantinople;
others, -once in four or five years, as about Tripoli and Aleppo; others, fearce once in
ten, twelve, or thirteen years, as England; others, not in lefs than twenty years, as

Norway and the Northern iflands,  Short, Hiftory of Air, Seafons, &c. vol. ii. p. 344.
v Hifl, Dan. <. ix, P. 209, ¢ Gibbon, Robertfon, and Mallet, feem all rather
Mas to
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to name the chccks to the actual ‘population, when we read the . _ " e _
d1fgufhng details of thofc unceafing wars, and of that prodigal ’ : .
wafte of human life, whlch marked thefe barbarous periods. -
Inferior checks would undoubtedly concur ; but we may fafely pro- - . S E
nounce, that among the fhepherds of the north of Europe, war and i - | - CHAP. VIL

PO
3

famine, were the principal checks, that kept the populatlon down to ' |
the level of their feanty means of fubfiftence. B . o F ~ Of the Checks 1o Population among modérn Pafloral Nations.

to fpei\k of Jornandes’s expreﬂion vagina nationum as incorre® and cxaggerated; but to
me it appears exactly applicable, though the other expreﬁ'xon, officina gentium, at Ieaﬂ:
their tranflation of it, ‘florebonfe of nations, may not be quite accurate, .

Ex hac igitur Scanzid infuld, quafi officina gentium, aut certé velut vagina nationum
egrefli, &c. ~ Jornandes de rebus Geticis, p. 83.

Tue paftoral tribes of Afia, by living in tents and moveable huts,
inftead of fixed habitations, arc ftill lefs conneed with their terri-
tory than the fhcphcrds of the north of Europe. - The camp, and: not
the {oil, 1s the native country of the genuine Tartar. When the
"orage of a certain diftri® is confumed, the tribe makes a regular

march to freth: paftures. In the fummer, it advances towards the
north, in the winter returns again to the fouth; and thus, in a time
of moft profound peace, acquires the pra@ical and familiar know ledge
of one of the moft difficult operations of war. Such habits would
ftrongly tend to diffufc among thefe wandcrmg tribes the fpirit of
emigration and conqueft. The thirft of rapine, the fear of a too
powcrful neighbour, or the inconvenience of fcanty pafturcs, have in
all'ages been fufficient caufes to urge the hordes of Scythia boldly to
advance into unknown countries, where they might hope to find
a more plentiful fubfiftence, or a lefs formidable cnemy 2,

In all their invafions, but more particularly when dire@ed againft
the civilized empires of the fouth, the Scythian fhcpherds have been.
uniformly actuated by a moft favage and deftructive fpirit. * When
the Moguls had fubdued the northern provinces of China, it was.
propofed, in ealm and deliberate council, to exterminate all the inha-

- bitants of that populous country, that the vacant land might be con- -
vertéd to the patture: of cattle, The cxccutxon of this horrid defign:

I

~* Gibbon, vol. iv. c. xxvi. p. 348. -
. CHAP. . R ) ) was
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" was prevcntcd by the wifdom and firmnefs of ¢ a Chinefe mandann‘ :

but the bare propofal of it exhxbxts a ftriking pl&urc, not only of the -

“inhuman manner, in whxch the rights of conqueft were abufed, but

of the powcrful force of habit among nations of fhepherds, and the
- confequent difficulty of the tranfition ftom the paftoral to the agri-
cultural ftate,

To purfue; even in the moﬂ: curfory manner, ‘the tide of emigra-
tion and conqueft in Afia, the rapid increafe of fome tribes, and the
total extinétion of others, would lead much too far. During the pe-
fiods of the formidable irruptions of the Huns, the wide-extended
invafions of the Moguls, the fanguinary conquefts of Tamerlanc and
* Aurengzcbe, and the dreadful convulfions which attended the dlﬂb-
lution, as well as the formation, of their empires, the checks to po-
‘pulatlon are but too obwous. In reading of the devaftations of the
human race in thofe times, when the flighteft motive of caprice or
‘convenience, often involved a whole people in indiferiminate maf-
facre®, inftead of looking for the caufes which prevented a further
progrefs in populatlon, we can only be aftonithed at the force of that
~ principle of increafe, which could furnifth frefh harvefts of human
beings for the fcythe of each fucceflive conqueror. Our i mqumcs
will be more ufefully directed to the prefent ftate of the Tartar

nations, and the ordinary checks to their increafe, whcn not under_

the influence of thefe violent convulfions.
The immenfe country inhabited at prefent by thofe dcfccndants of
the Moguls and Tartars, who retain nearly the famc manners as their
V anccﬁors, compnfcs in it almoft all the middle regxons of Aﬁa, and
poﬂ'eﬁ'es the advantage of a very fine and temperate climate. The
foil is in gcneral of great natural fertility. There are comparatively
but few genuine deferts. The wide-extended plains without a fhrub,
which have fometimes received that appellation, and which _the
Ruffians call fteppes, are covered with a luxuriant grafs, admlrably

* Gibbon, vol. vi. ¢h, xxxiv. Pe 54 e, P 55 ‘
Vi . fitted
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fitted for the pafture of numerous herds and flocks, - The principal
defect of this extenfive country is a want of water; but it is faid that
the parts which are fupplied with this neceffary article, would be
fufficient for the fupport of four times the number of its prefent in-
habltants, if it were properly cultivated*. Every Orda, or tribe, has a
particular canton belonging to it, containing both its fummer and
winter paﬁures, and the population of this vaft territory, whatever it

- may be, is probably diftributed over its furface nearly i in proportlon

to the degree of adtual fertility in the different diftricts.

Volney juftly defcribes this neceflary diftribution in fpeaking of the
Bedoweens of Syria:— —= In the barren cantons, that is, thofe which
¢ are ill furnifhed with plants, the tribes are feeble, and very diftant .
“ from each other; as in the defert of Suez, that of the Red Sea,
‘"and the interior part of the Great Defert.  When the foil is better
 covered, as between Damafcus and the Euphrates, the tribes are
“ ftronger and lefs diftant. And in the cultivable cantons, as the

¢ Pachalic o_f Aleppo, the Hauran, and the country of Gaza, the in-

“ campments are numerous and near each other®.” Such a diftri-
bution of inhabitants, according to the quantity of food which they.
can obtain in the a&ual ftate of their induftry and habits, may be
applied toGrand ‘Tartary, as well as to Syria and Arabia, and is, in fa&,
equally applicable to the whole earth, though the commerce of civil-
ized nations prevents it from being fo obv10us, as in the more fimple
ftages of focicty. :

The Mahometan Tartars,” who inhabit the weftern parts of Grand
Tartary, cultivate fome of their lands; but this, in fo flovenly and.
infufficient a manner, as not to aﬁord a principal fource of fubfift-
ence®.” The flothful and warlike genius of the Barbarian every where
prevails, and he does not cafily reconcile himfelf to the « acquiring by
labour what he can hopc to acquire by rapine. 'When the annals of

* Goneal. Hift. of Tartars, vol. ii. fec, i 8vo. 1730. ~ ¥ Voy. de Volaey,
tom. i. ch, xxiii. p. 351, 8voa 1787, - ¢ Gencal, Hift, Tar, vol, ii. p. 382.
) ' ' Tartary
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Tarnry are not marked. by -any ﬁgnal wars and - revolutlons, its do-
meftic peace and induftry are conftantly interrupted by petty contefts,

and mutual invafions for the fake of plunder. The Mahometan’

Tartars are faid to live almoft cntlrt.ly by robbmg zmd Preyln(r upon

. thClI‘ neighbours, as well in peace as in war?,

- The Ufbecks, who poflcfs as mafters the kingdom of Chowaraﬁn,
lcavc to their tributary fubjeds, the Sarts and Turkmans, the fincft

.paftures of their country, ‘merely, becaufe their neighbours on that
-fide are too poor, or too vigilant, to give them hopes of fuccefsful
plunder. ~ Rapine is their principal refource. ~ They are perpetually

making incurfions into the territories of the Perfians, and of the Uf-
becks of Great Bucharia ; and ncither peacc‘ndr truce can reftrain
them; as the flaves, and other valuable effeds, which they carry off,
form . the whole of .their.riches. - Thc Utbecks, and their fubjets
the Turkmans, are per pctually at variance ; ; and their jealoufies, fo-
mented often by the princes of the reigning houfe, keep the country
in a conftant ftate of inteftine commotion®. The Turkmans are
always at war with the Curds and the Arabs, who often come and
break the horns of their herds, and carry '1way thexr wives and
daugjhtcrs

The Ufbecks of Great Bucharn are rcckoncd the mo{’c civilized of
all the 1 ’VIahomctan Tartars, yet are not much inferior to the reft
in their fpirit of rapine?.. They arc alwaysat war with the Perfians,
and laying wafte the fine plains of the province of Chorafan. Though
the country which they poflefs is of the greateft natural fertility, and
{fome of the remains of the ancient inhabitants. practife the peaceful
arts of trade and agriculture ; yet ncither the aptitude of the foil, nor

_the cxample which they have before them, can induce them to

change their antient habits; and they would rather pillage, rob, and

* Geneal. Hlﬂ' Tart, vol ii. p. 390 b Id. p. 430,431,
4 Id. - p. 450. ‘

roos - kill,
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kill; their neighbours, than apply themfelves to 1mprovc the benefits
which nature fo liberally offers them *, :

Fhe Tartars of the Cafatfhia Orda in Turkcﬁan, live in a ftate of
continual warfare with their neighbours to the north and caft. . In
the winter they make their incurfions towards the Kalmucks, who,
about that time, go to fcour the frontiers of Great Bucharia, and the
parts to the fouth of their country. On the other fide, they perpetu-

ally incommode the Cofacks of the Yaik, the Nogtu Tartars, and

the Kalmuck tribes which obey Ajuka Chan. In the fummer they
crofs the mountains of Eagles, and make inroads into Siberia.  And:
though they arc-often very ill treated in thefe incurfions, and. the

whole of their plunder is not equivalent to what they might obtain .

‘with very little labour from their lands, yet they chufe rather "to
expofe themfelves to the thoufand fatigues and dangers neceflarily
attendant on fuch a life, than apply thcmfclves fcnouﬂy to
agriculture®. .

The mode of life among the other tribes of Mahomctan Tartars,
prefents the fame uniform picture, which it would be tirefome to re-
peat, and for which, therefore, I réfer the reader to the Genealogical
Hiftory of the Tartars, and its valuable notes. The condué of the

-author of this hiftory himfelf, a Chan of Chowarafm, affords a cu-

rious example of the favage manner in which the wars, of policy, of
revenge, or plunder, are carried on in thefe countries. His invafions
of Great Bucharia were frequent, and each cxpedltlon was fignalized
by the ravage of provinces, and the utter ruin and deftrucion of
towns and villages. When, at any time, the number of his prifoners
impeded his motions, he made no fcruple to kill them on the fpot.
Withing to reduce the power of the Turkmans who were tributary

" to him, he invited all the principal people to a folemn feaft, and had -
them maflacred to the number of two thoufand. He burnt and de- ..
ftroyed their villages with the moft unfparing cruelty, and committed

* Geneal. Hift. Tart, vol. ii. p. 455, ® Id, p. 573, et feq. _
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fuch devaftations, that the effe of them returned on their authors, -
and the army of the vicors fuffered feverely from dearth®. -
The Mahometan Tartars in general hate trade, ‘and make it
their bufinefs to fpoil all the merchants who fall into theh: hands®.
The only commerce that is countenanced is the commerce 1n ﬂave?.
"Thefe form a principal part of the booty which they carry qﬂ:' in the}r
predatory incurfions, and are conﬁdergd as a chief fource ‘of their
riches. Thofe which they have occafion for thcmfelv;s, either fgr
thie attendance on their herds, or as Wi\(es and concubines, they keep,
and the reft they fell©.  The Circaffian and Dagheftan Ta.r-tag‘s, ar}ld{
the other tribes in the neighbourhood of Caucafus, living in a..poor
and mountainous country, and, on that account, leﬁ fubje& to inva-
fion, gcnérally overflow with inhabitants ; and when they cannpt ob-
tain {laves in the common way, fteal from one another, and cven fell
their own wives and children®. =~ This trade in ﬂavcs,‘ fo gencrzfl
among'.the Mahometan Tartars, ‘may be one of the caufes of th.eu'
conftant wars; as, when a profpect of a plentiful fupply for this kind
of traffick offers itfelf, ncither peace nor alliance can reftrain them*.
The heathen Tartars, the Kalmucks, and Moguls, do not make
much ufe of flaves, and are faid, in general, to lead a much more
peaceable” and harmlefs life, contenting themfelves with the pro-

“duce of their herds and flocks, which form their fole riches. " They

rarcly make war for the fake of plunder ; and feldom invade the ter-

ritory of their ncighbours, unlefs to revenge a prior attack, They are

not, however, without deftrudtive wars. The inroads vof ‘ghg Maho-

2 Geneal. Hift, Tayt. vol. i. c. xii.
"2 Id, vol. i, po413, 414, and ch. xii. .
e « They juftify it as lawful to have many wives, becaufe they fay they bring us many

b Id, vol. ii. p. 412 e Td. p. 413.

"« children, which we can fell for ready money, or exchange for neceffary conveniences ;

¢ yet when they have not wherewithal to maintain them, they hold it a piece of charity
@ to murder infants new born, as alfo they do fuch as are fick, and paft recovery, becaufe

« they fay they frec them from a great deal of mifery.” Sir John Charditf’s Travels,”

Harris’s Col, b, iii. ¢ i, p. 863.
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metan Tartars oblige them to conftant defence and retaliation; and
.fcuds fubfift bégwecn the kindred tribes of the Kalmucks and Moguls;
which, fomented by_vthc artful policy of the cﬁiperor of China, are
(;a;ried on with fuch animofity, as to threaten the entire deftru&ion
of orie or other of thefe nations .- ' _
The Bedoweens of Arabia and Syria do not live in greater tran-
- quillity than the inhabitants of Grand Tartary.. The i'cry naturc of
the paftoral ftate, feems to furnith perpetual occafions for war.  The
‘paftures which a tribe ufes at one period, form but a finall part of its
pofleflions. A large range of territory is fucceflively 6ccu'pied in the
courfe of the year; and as the whole of this is abfolutely neccflary
for the annual fubfiftence of the tribe, and is confidered as appropri-
ated, . every violation of it, though the tribe may be at a great dif-
tance, is. held to be a.juft caufe of war®, -Alliances and kindred
make thefe wars more general, - When blood is fhed, more muft ex-
piate it ; -and as fuch a:ccidents have rultiplied in the lapf’c of years,
- the greateft part of the tribes have quarrels between them, and livé
in a ftate of . perpetual hoftility %, .. In the times which préccdéd Ma-
homet, feventeen hundred battles are recorded by tAradition;”and a
partial truce of two months, which .was religioufly kept, might be
confidered, according to a Jjuft remark of Gibbon, as ftill more ﬁroﬁgly
expreflive of their general habits of anarchy and warfare a0
The wafte of life, from fuch habits, might alone appear fufficient
to reprefs their population; but probably their effe& is (il greater
in the fatal check which they give to every fpecies of induﬁry,’.i

. and
particularly to that, the object of which is to enlarge the means

s of

* Geneal. Hift. Tart. vol. ii. p, 545.

b IIs fe difputeront Ia terre inculte comme

ot parmi nous les citoyens fe dj .
bertage, yens fe difputent les

Ainfi ils trouveront de frequentes occafions de guerre pour la nourriture de
leur beftiaux, &c. #*** jlsauront autant de chofes a reg
auront peu a decider par le droit civil. Montef. Efprit des Loix, 1, xviii. c. xii
. ¢ Voy. de Volney, tom. i. c. xxii. p. 361, 362, 363. o

¢ Gibbon, vol. ix. .1, p. 238, 239. )

22 e T e P - PR '
~ : . - . el e R 3

ler par le droit des gens quilsen

N 2 o fubfiftence. -

S e e B s




L e e e I e, e

e T S e
T T

v W Idt P 350,

92 A of the Checks té Poj)u/atia}z o BOOK 1.

fubfiftence.- Even the conftru&@ion of a well, or a refervoir of wate'r,

requires fome funds and labour in advance; and war may deftroy in

onc day, the work of many months, and the refources of a whole
ay, .

"year® The evils feem mutually to produce each other. A {carcity

of fubfiftence might at firft perhaps give occafion to the habits of war,

‘and the habits of war in return powerfully contribute to narrow the

means of fubfiftence. . : o .

" Some tribes, from the nature of thedeferts in which they live, fefam
to be neceflarily condcmned to a paftoral life®; bl.lt even thofe .VVthh
inhabit foils proper for agriculture, have bu.t httlc. temptation to
practife this art, while furrounded by marauding nmg.hbo.urs. . The
peafants of the frontier provinces of Syria, .Perﬁa, ar.ld bee:la, expofed -
as they are to the conftant incurfions of a devaftating enemy, do not

 Jead a life that is to be envied by the wandering Tartar or Ara:b. A
~ ceftain degree of fecurity, is perhaps ftill more neceffary, than.nchngfs
" of foil, to encourage the change from the paftoral to the agricultural

fate : and where this cannot be attained, the fedentary labourer 1s
2

" more expofed to the viciffitudes of fortune, than he who leads a wan-
 dering life, and carrics all his property with him*. Under the feeble,
. yct: oppreflive government of the Turks, it is not uncommon for pea-

fants to defert their villages and betake themfelves to a paftoral ftate,
in ‘which they expe to be better able to cfcape from the plunder of

A - . ;
their Turkifh mafters and Arab ncighbours®. -
eIltr may be faid, however, of the thepherd, -as of the hunter, that

_ if want alone could effect a change of habits, there would be few paf-

toral tribes remaining. Notwithftanding the ?on.ﬂant wars of the -
Bedoween Arabs, and the other checks to.theu' mcreafe,.‘ from ‘the
hardfhips of their mode of life, their population preffcs fo hard againt
the limits of their food, that they are compelled from neceflity to a

" degree of abftinence, which nothing b\l1t early and conftant habxvt

v:»y de Volney, tom. i. c. xxiil. p. 353 1. p.3so.  © Idop3s4

could
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could enable the human conflitution to fupport. - According to Vols
ney, the lower clafles of the Arabs live in a ftate of habitual mifery
and famine® The tribes of the defert deny that the religion of Ma-
homet was made for them. For how, .thcy fay, can we perform ab-

~ lutions, when we have no water; how can we give alms, when we-

have no riches ; or, what occafion can there be to faft during' the
month of Ramadan, when we faft all the year®?

- The power and riches of a Chaik confift in the number of his.

tribe. He confiders it therefore as his intereft to encourage popula-

tion, without refle¢ting how it may be fupported: - His own confe--
quence much depends on ‘a numerous progeny, and kindred®; and’

in a ftate of fociety where power generally procures fubfiftence; cach’
individual family derives ftrength and importance from its-numbers.
Thefe ideas ac ftrongly as a bounty upon population, and co-operat-
ing with.a fpirit of generofity \)vhiqh almoft produces a commﬁﬁity of

» goods ¢, contribute to:pufh it to its utmoft verge, and to deprefs-the -
g P 24 P

body of the people in the moft rigid poverty.

~The habits of polygamy, where there have been lofles of men in-
war, tend perhaps alfo to produce the fame effeét. - Nichbur obferves
that polygamy multiplies familiestill many of their branches fink into

the moft wretched mifery ©. . The defcendants of Mahomet are found: :

in great numbers all over the caft, and many of them in extreme ‘po-
verty. A Mahometan.is in fome degree obliged to:polygamy from a:

~ principle of obedience to his prophet, who makes-one- of the great

dutics of man to- confift in. procreating-children to glorify the Crea-

“tor. Fortunately, individual intereft, corre@s in fome degree, as in.

many other inftances, the abfurdity of the- legiflatory and the poor
Arab is obliged to proportion his religious obedience to the. fcantinefs

“of his'refources.  Yet flill the dire& encouragements to population

are_extraordinarily great ; and nothing can place, in a. more ftriking -

3 Voy;; de Volney, tom. i. c. xxiii. p. 359. ' 1d: p.380. C¢Idp. 366; '

: Id. p. 348, ¢ Nichbur's Travels, vol, ii..c. vo p. 207.
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point of view, the futility and abfurdity of fuch cncouragements, than
the prcfent ftate of thefe countries. It is umverfally agreed, that if
their popu]atlon be not lefs than formerly, it is indubitably not great-
er; and it follows as a dire¢t confequence, that the great increafe of
fome families has abfolutely pufhed the others out of exiftence. Gib-.
bon, fpeakmg of Arabia, obferves, that ¢ The meafure of populatlon
«:is regulated by the means of fubfiftence, and the inhabitants of this
- ¢« vaft peninfula, mxght be out—numbered by the fubjeéts of a fertile
s and . induftrious province®”* Whatever may-be the encourage--
, ments to marriage, this meafure cannot be pafled. “While the Arabs
retam their prefent manncrs, and the country remains in its prefent
ﬂ:ate of cultivation, the p1orn1fe of Paradife to every man who had
ten children, would but little increafe their numbers, though it mlght
greatly increafe their mifery. Direét encouragcments to populatlon
‘have no tendency whatever to change ‘thefe manners, and promote
cultivation. Perhaps, indeed, they have acontrary tendency, as the
conftant uneafinefs from poverty and want which they occafion,
would encourage the maraudmg {pirit® and multlply the occafions
‘ Of war. N . . . ..
~ Among the Tart'u's, who, from llvmg in a more fCItllC foﬂ are
comparatively richer in cattle, the plunder to be obtained in preda-

~

tory incurfions, is greater than among the Arabs.  And as the con- -

tefts are more bloody, from the fuperior ftrength of the tnbes, and
‘.. the cuftom of making flaves is general, the lofs of numbers in war
will be more confiderable. Thefe two circumftances united, enablc

fome hordcs of fortunate robbers to live in a ftate of plenty, in com-

s Tt is rather a curious circamftance, that a trath fo unportant which bas been ftated,
and acknowlcdged by fo many authors, fhould fo rarely have been purfued to its confe-
quences.  People are not every day dying of famine. How then is the population regu-
lated to the meafure of the means of fubfiftence ¢ ?

b Auffi arrive-t'il chaque jour des accidens, des enlévements de beftiaux ; et cette guerre

de maraude eft une de celles qui occupent d’avantagc les Arabes, Voy. de Volney, tom. i.

. p- 364 o
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parlfon of their lefs cntcrpnﬁng nelghbours Profeffor Pallas gives a
particular account of two wandering tribes fubje& to Ruffia, one
of which fupports itfelf almoft entirely by plunder,and the other lives
as peaccfully as the reftlefsnefs of its neighbours will admit. It may be
curious to trace the different checks to populatlon thdt rcfult from
thefe different habits, ST . :

~ The Klrglﬁens, according to Pallas? live at their eafe in compa-
rifon of the other wandering tnbcs that are fubJe& to Ruflia.
The fpirit of liberty and independence which reigns amongft them,
joined to the facility with which they can procure a flock fufficient
for their maintenance, prevents any of them from entering into the -
fervice of others. They all expeét to be treated as brothers, and the
rich, therefore, are obliged to ufe flaves. It may be afked what are
the caufes which prevent the lower claffes of peoplc from increafing
till they become poor ? :

Pallas has not informed us how far vicious cuﬂ'.oms with refpe&
to women, or the reftraints on marriage from- the fear of a family,
may have contributed to this effet ; but, perhaps, the defcription -
whlch he gives of their civil confhtutlon, and licentious fpirit of ra-
pmc, may be alone almoft fufficient to account for it. - The Chan.
cannot exercife his authority but through the medium of a council
of principal’ perfons, chofen by the people; and even the decrecs
thus confirmed are continually violated with impunity®. Though
the plunder and capture of perfons, of cattle, and of merchandize,
which the Kirgifiens exercife on their neighbours the Kazalpacs, the
Bucharians, the Perfians, the Truchemenes, the Kalmucks, and the
Ruffians, arc prohibited by their laws, yet no perfon is afraid to
avow them. . On the contrary, they boaft of their fuccefles in this

i
'

** Not having been able to procure the work of Pallas on the hiﬁory‘ of the Mongol
nations, I have here made ufe of a general abridgement of the works of the Ruffian tra-

vellers, in 4 vols. o&. publxﬂwd at Berne and Laufanne in 1781 and 1784, cntltled De-
couvertes Ruffes, tom. iii. p. 399.

® Decouv. Rufl, tom. iii. p. 38q. :
way,
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90 ~ Of the Checks to Po‘bulat‘ia_n, ' BOOK I,

way, as of the moft honourable enterprizes, Sometimes they pafs
their frontiers alone, to feck their fortune, fometimes collect in troops
under the command of an able chief, and pillage entire caravans.
A great number of Kirgifiens, in exercifing this rapine, are either
killed, or taken into flavery ; but about this the nation troubles itfelf
very little. ' When thefe ravages are committed by private adven-
turers, each retains what "he has taken, whether cattle or women.
The male flaves and the merchandize are fold to the rich, or to
foreign traders®. . ‘ " S
_ With thefe habits, in addition to their national wars, which, from
the fickle and turbulent difpofition of the tribe, are extremely fre-

- quent®, we may eafily conccive that the checks to, population from

violent caufes may be fo powerful as nearly to preclude all others. .

Occafional famines may fometimes attack them in their wars of de-
vaftation®, their fatiguing predatory incurfions, or from long droughts,
and mortality of cattle ; but, in the common courfe of things, the ap-’
proach of poverty would be the fignal for a new marauding expedi-
tion; and the poor Kirgifien would either return - with fufficient to
fupport him, or lofe his life or liberty in the attempt. . Hé who de-
termines to be rich, or dic, and does not fcruple the means, cannot
long remain poor. o o :

‘The Kalmucks, who, before their migration 1n. 1771, inhabited
the fertile fteppes of the Wolga, under the protc&ion of Ruffia, lived,
in general, in a different manner. They were not often engaged in
any very bloody wars¢; and the power of the Chan being abfolute °,
and the civil adminiftration better regulated than among the Kirgi-

+ Decouv. Rufl. tom. iii. p. 396, 397, 398. . ¥ 1d. p. 378.

< Cette multitude devafte tout ce qui fe trouve fur fon paflage, ils emmencnt avec eux
tout le betail qu’ils ne confomment pas, et reduifent a efclavage les femmes, les enfans, et
les hommes, qu’ils n’ont par maffacrés.  Id. p. 3go. :

4 Decouv. Ruff, tom. iii. p. 221. The tribe is defcribed here under the name of the
Torgots, which was their appropriate appellation. The Ruffians called them by the more
general name of Kalmucks, ¢ 1d. p. 327..

1 fiens,

CHAP. VII. among modern Pafloral Nations. ' 97
fiens, the marsuding expeditions of private adventurers were checked.
VThc Kalmuck women arc extremely prolific. Barren marriages arc
rare, and three or four children are generally feen playing round every
hut.” From which ‘it may naturally be cbncludcd, Pallas obyfcrvcs,
tha{: they bught to have multiplied grcatlj-"durin'g the hundred and
fifty years that they inhabited tranquilly the fteppe ot'ttholgd; The
reafons which he gives for their not having increafed fo much as might
be cxp;&cd, are, the many accidents occafioned by falls from horkfvi’s',
the frequent petty wars between their different princes, and with
their different neighbours; and, particularly, the numbcrs'among the

- poorer clafles who die of hunger, of mifery, and every fpecics of ca-

lamity, of which the children are moft frequently the viGtims®,

It appears that when this tribe firfk put itfelf under the protefion |

“of Ruﬁia, it had feparated from the Soongares, and was by no means
numcrous. The pofleflion of the fertile fteppe of the Wolga, and

a more tranquil life, foon increafed it, and in 1662 it amounted to -

fifty thoufand families®. = From this period to 1771, the time of its
migration, it feems to have increafed very flowly. The extent of paf-
tures poflefled, would not probably admit of a much greater popula-
tion, as at the time of its flight from thefe quarters, the irritation of
the Chan at the condu& of Ruffia, ‘was feconded by the complaints
of the people, of the want of pafture for their numerous herds. At
this time th<_: tribe amounted to between 55 and 60,000 families.
Its fate in this ‘curious migration, was what has probably been the
fate gf many other waﬁdering hordes, who, from fcanty paftures, or
other caufes of difcontent, have attempted to feek for - frefh 'fc,ats.
The march took place in the winter, and numbers perifhed on this
painful journey from cold, famine, and mifery. A great part was

* Decouv. Rufl, tom, iii. p. 319, 320, 32I. :

* 1d. p. 221, Tookc’s View of Ruffian Empire, ,vol.ii. b.ii, p. 30. Another inflance
of ra[.)id il}creﬂfc prefents itfelf in a colony of lmpiizedKalmucks,'\vhg received from Rufhia
Elfcl‘tllé diftrict to fettle in.  From 8695, which was its number in 1754, it had increafed
in 1775 to 14,000, Tooke’s View of Ruf. Em. vol. ii. b. ii, p. 37, 33. o
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98 . Of the Checks to Population

cither killed or taken by the Kirghifes; and thofe who reached their
place of deftination, though received at firft kindly by the Chinefe,
were afterwards treated with extreme feverity *

Before this migration, the lower clafles of the Kalmucks had lived
in great poverty zmd wretchednefs, and had been rcduced habitually
to make ufe of every animal, plant, or root, from which it was poflible
to extract nourithment®.  They very feldom killed any of their cattle

"BOOK T.

that were in health, c*icept indeed they were ftolen, and then they

werg devoured immediately for fear of a difcovery. \Vounded or
worn out horfes, and beai’cs that had died of any difeafe, cxcept:
a contagious epidemic, were confidered as moft defireable food. Some
of the poorcft Kalmucks would eat the moft putrid carrion, and even
the dung of their cattle®. A great number of children perifhed of
" courfe from bad nourithment?. In the winter all the lower clafles
fuffered feverely from cold and hunger. In general, one third of
their fheep, and often much morc, died in the winter, in fpite of all
their care ; and if a froft came late in the feafon after rain and fnow,
fo that the cattle could not get at the grafs, the mortality among
their herds became general, and the poorer claffes of the Kalmucks
were expofed to incvitable famine®. '
Malignant fevers, generated principally by their putrid food and
the putrid exhalations with which they were furrounded, and the

fmall-pox, which is dreaded like the plague, fometimes thinned their

numbers ¢ ; but in general, it appears, that their population prefled fo

- hard 'wam{’c the limits of their means of fubfiftence, that want, with -

the dlf(,Etﬁ:S arifing from it, mlght be confidered as the principal check

to their increafe.
A perfon travelling in Tartary durmg the fummer months, weuld

probably fee extenfive fteppes unoccupicd, apd grafs in profufion,.

2 Tookestew of Ruf Emp vol. ii. “b. ii. p. 29,30, 31. Decouv. Ruf. tom. iii.

p. 221 v Id. p. 275, 246, < 1d, p. 277, 273, 274. 1d. p. 324
¢ Id. p. 310 _f Ibid. and p. 270, ¢ 1. p. 311,312, 313

{poiling
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fpoiling for want of cattle to confume it. He would infer, pcrhaps,
that the country could fupport a much greater number of inhabit-
ants, even fupp_oﬁng them to remain in their fhepherd ftate. But
this might be a hafty and unwarranted conclufion. A horﬁ,, or any
other working animal, is faid to be ftrong only in proportion to the
ftrength of his weakeft part. ~If his legs be flender and fecble, the
ﬂrength of his body will be but of little confequence ; or if he wants
power in his back and haunches, the ftrength which he m'ly poflefs in
his limbs can never be called fully into a&ion. The fame reafoning
muft be apphed to the pow?r of the earth to fupport living creatures.
The profufion of nourifhment which is poured forth in the {eafons of
plenty, cannot all be confumed by the fcanty numbers that were able
to fubfift through the feafon of fcarcity. 'When human induftry and
'foreﬁght are dlre&ed in the beft manner, the population that the foil
<can fupport is regulated by the average produce throughout the year;
‘but among animals, and in the uncivilized ftates of man, it will be
much below this average. The Tartar would find it cxtremely dif-
ficult to colle& and carry with him fuch a quantity of hay, as would
feed all his cattle well during the winter. It would impede his mo-
tions, expofe him to the attacks of his cnemies, and an unfortu-
nate day might deprive him of the labours of a whole fummer, as in
‘the mutual invafions which occur, it feems to be the univerfal pradtice
to burn and deftroy all the forage and provifions which cannot be car-
ried away® The Tartar, therefore, provides only for the moft valuable

~of his cattle during the winter, and leaves the rcﬁ to fupport thcm-

felves by the fcanty herbage -which they can pxck up. This poor
living, combined with the fevere cold, naturally deftroys a confidcrable

3 On mit le feu a toutes Tes meules de bled et de fourrage, #*%% Cent cinquante vil-
Tages egalement encendiés. Memoires du Baron de Tott, tom.i. p. 272, He gives a cu~
‘Tious dcfcnptxon of the devaftations of a Tartar army, and of its fufferings in a winter

campaign, ' Cette Joumte couta a 'armée plus de 3,000 hommes, et 30,000 chevaux,
qui perirent de froid, p. 267
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100 . Of the Checks 1o Popyl’a’ﬁok - BOOK I

. part of them? = The populatidn of the tribe is meafured by the
.'Population of its herds; and the average n\J{l‘lel‘S ;Of: the Tartars,
- as-of the horfes that run wild in the defart, 1s repreﬁcd fo 10w by

the annual returns of the cold and {carcity of wiptcr, vthat‘they

“canriot confume all the plcxitiful offcrings of fummer. N

Droﬁghts and unfavourable feafons have, in px:opo’r_tion to thcg‘

,frcqﬁeucy, the fame cifeét as the v.vintcr.v ‘Ivn Arabia ",. and a g'rcat
“part of Tartary ¢, droughts arc not uncommon ; and if ~t1}e pcrlods

of their return be not above fix or cight years, the average popula-

‘tion caﬁ never much éxcccd what the foil can {upport during thefe

" unfavourable times. This is true in cvery fituation ; but perhaps in the

thepherd ftate, man is peculiarly cxpofed to be aﬁ"e.&cd by the fea-
' and a great mortality of parent ﬁopk- is an evil'more fatal and
longer felt, than the failure of a crop of grain. Pallas andAt.he other
Ruffian travellers fpeak of epizooties, as very common in thefe

o 'parts of the world ‘.

As among the Tarfars, a family is always honourable, and women
are teckoned very ferviceable in the management of the cattle
and the houfechold concerns, it is not probable that many are
dctérr‘ed from marriage, from the fear of not being ablc_: to fl.xppqrt
a family©. At the fame time, as all wives are »bought of 'thex_r pa-
rents, it muft fometimes be out of the power.of the p(naorer‘claﬂl?s
to make the purchafe. The monk Rub{uqu:;, fpcak{ng of this
cuﬁom, fays, that as parents keep all their daughters till they can
fell them, their maids are fometimes very ftale beforf: they are mar- .

ried®. Among the Mahometan Tartars female .Captwcs would fup-
ply the place of wives®; but among the pagan Tartars, who make

a Dccouverteﬁ Rufles, vol.iii. p. 261. ) b Voy. de Volney, \;)1. i. c.23.
p. 353 ° ¢ Decouv. Ruff. tom. i. p. 467. ii. p. 10, ! Ie, 12, &ci‘ HR N
4 Id, tom. i. p. 290, &e. il p. 11 iv.‘p.go.q..-’ ' Gcnefs’. Cn lie&- 0}
' ‘vol. ii. p. 407. " f Travels of Wm. Rubruquis in '1“253. Harris’s ColleCtion
Voy. b.i. c.ii. p. 561, ¢ Decouv. Ruff. tom, iil. p-413. | ,
‘ o I . but

) R e S T i

JPR S — R, b s s s i e

CIIAP. VII. among moderii Pafloral Nations. - "~ 101

but little ufe of flaves, the inability of buying a wife, muft fre-
quently operate on the poorer clafles as a check to marriage, parti-

cularly as their price would be kept up by the pradice of polygamy

among the rich 2,

The Kalmucks are faid not to be jealous®, and, from the general

prevalence of the venereal difeafe among them ¢, we may infer that
a certain degree of promifcuous intercourfe prevails,

On the whole, therefore, it would appear, that in that department .

of the fhepherd life which has been confidered in this chapter, the

principal checks which keep the population down to the level of -

the means of fubfiftence, are, reftraint, from inability to obtain a
.wife, vicious cuftoms with refpeét to women, epidemics, wars, fa-
mine, and the difeafes arifing from extreme poverty. The three firft
checks and the laft appear to have operated with much lefs force
among the fhepherds of the north of Europe.

2 Pallas takes notice of the fcarcity of women, or the fupefabundnncc of males among
the Kalmucks, notwithftanding the more conftant expofure of the male fex to every kind.
of azcident. Decouv. Ruff. tom. iii. p. 320.

b Decouv. Ruffi tom. iii. p. 239. - < Id. p.ogeq.
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CHAP. VIIL

Of the Checks to Population in different Parts of Aj}-ica.'

THE parts of Afnca vifited by Park, are defcribed by him as neither
well cultivated, nor well peopled. He found many extenfive and
‘beautiful diftrics entirely deftitute of inhabitants; and in general,
ithe borders of the different kingdoms Wcre <31thcr very thinly pco-
:pled, or perfe@ly deferted. The fwampy banks of the Gambia,
| the Sencgal, and other rivers towards the coaft, appeared to be un-
favourable to population, from being unhealthy ; but other parts
were not of this defcription ; and it was not poffible, he fays, to be-
‘hold the wonderful fertility of the foil, the vaft herds of cattle pro~
per both for labour and food, and refle& on the means which pre-
" fented themfelves of vaft inland navigation, without lamentmg that
a country {o abundantly gifted by nature, fhould remain in its pre-
fent favage and negle@ed ftate®.

The caufes of this negle@ed ftate clearly appear, however, in
the defcription which Park gives of the general habits of the ne-
groc nations. In a country divided into a thoufand petty ftates,
-moftly independent and jealous of each other, it is natural to ima-
gine, hefays, that wars frequently originate from very frivolous pro-

.. vocations. The wars of Africa are of two kinds, one called killi,

that. which is openly avowed ; and the other, tegria, plundering or
ﬁea.lmg. Thefe latter arc very common, particularly about the
beginning of the dry feafon, when the labours of harveft are over,

_* Park’s Interior of Affica, c. xx. p. 261. 4to, b Id. e. xxiii. p. 312.

3 : and
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and provifions are plcntiful Thefe plundering cxcurﬁons always

-produce fpeedy retaliation ®,

The infecurity of property arifing from this conﬁant cxpoﬁu‘c to-
plunder, mutft neceﬂarllv have a moft baneful effet on indudtry.
The deferted ftate of all the frontier provinces, fufficiently proves to
what a degree it operates. The nature of the climate is unfavour-
able to the exertion of the negroe nations; and, as there arc not:

many opportunitics of turning to advantage the furplus produce of -

their labour, we cannot be furprifed that they fhould in general
content themfelves with cultivating only as much ground as is ne-

ceffary for their own fupport®. Thefe caufes appear adequatcly to.

account for the uncultivated ftate of the country.
The wafte of life in thefe conftant wars and prcd'ttory incurfions
muft be confiderable; and Park agrees. with Buffon in ftating, that,
independent of violent caufes, longevity is rare among the nec-
groes. At forty, he fays, moft of them became greyhaired and

" covered with wrinkles, and but few of them furvive the age of '

fifty-five, or fixty®. Buffon attnbutcs this thortnefs of life to the pre-
mature intercourfe of the fexes, and the very carly and: exceﬁive de-
bauchery?.  On this fubject perhaps he has been led into exagge-
rations; but, without attributing too much to-this caufe, it feems

agreeable to the analogy of nature to fuppofe, that, as the natives of

hot climates arrive much earlier at maturity than the mhabxtants of
colder countries, they fhould alfo perifh earlier. :

According to Buffon, the negroe women are cxtremely prolific ;

but, it appears from Park, that they are in the habit of fuckling

2 Park’s Afrxca, c. xxil. p 291. &, feq. b Id. c. xxi. p.280. < Id. p. 274
9 L’ufage prematuré des femmes eft peut-¢tre la caufe de Ia brieveté de leur vie;
les enfans font fi debauchés, et {i peu contraints par les peres et meres, que des leur plus
tendre jeuneflc ils fe livrent 3 tout ceque la nature leur fuggere, rien n’eft fi rare que de
trouver dans ce peuple quelque fille qui puife fe fouvenir du tems auquel elle a ceflé
&etre vierge, Hiftoire Naturelle de PHomme, vol. vi. p. 235, 5th edit. 12mo.
31 vals.
their
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104  Of the Checks to Population in | "BOOK I.

their children two or three years, and as the hufband, during this

time, devotes the whole of his attention to his other wives, the.. .

family of each wife is feldom numerous®  Polygamy is uni-
verfally allowed among the negro nations®, and confequently with-
out a greater fuperabundance of women than we have reafon to
fuppofe, many will be obliged to live unmarried. This hardthip will
probably fall principally on the flaves, who, according to Park, are
in the proportion of three to one to the free men©. A mafter is not
pcrmlttcd to fell his domeftic flaves, nor thofe born in his own

‘houfe, cxccpt in cafe of famine, to fupport himfelf and f'imlly We

may imagine, therefore, that he will not fuffer thcm to increafe be-
yond the employment which he has for them. The flaves w hich,
arc purchafed, or the prifoners taken in war, are entirely at the dlf'-
poﬁl of their mafters®. They are often treated with extreme feve-
rity, and in any fearcity of women arifing from the polygamy of the -
free men, would of .courfe be dcprwed of them without fcruple

_Few or no women, probably, remain ina ftate of ftriét celibacy; but,

in proportion to the number married, the ftate of focxety does not
fcem to be favourable to increafe, :

Africa_has been at all times the pnnmpal mart of flaves. The-
drains of its populatxon in this- way have been great and conftant,
p'lrncularly fince their introduion into the European colonies; but
perhaps, as Dr. Franklin obferves, it would be difficult to find the
gap that has been made by a hundred years exportation of negroes
which has blackened half America©. For, notw1thﬁandmg this con-

* Park’s Africa, c. xx. p. 205, As the accounts of Park, and thofe on which Buffon
has founded his obfervations, are probably accounts of different nations, and certainly

at different periods, we cannot infer that cither is incorrect becaufe they differ from each .
other :but as far as Park’s obfervations extend, they are certamly entitled to more credit

than any of the travellers which preceded him.
b Id. c. xx. p. 26y, £ Id. e xxii. p. 287, ¢1d 288,
¢ Franklin’s Mifcell, p. g. .
ftant
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ftant cmxgratlon, the lofs of numbers from inceflant war, and the
chccks to increafe from vice and other caufes, it appears, that the
popuhtnon is _continually p'1ﬁm<r beyond the means of fubfiftence.
According to Park, fcarce years and famines arc frequent. Among
the four prmcnpal caufes of flavery in Africa, he mentions famine.
next to war?®; and the c‘{prcfs perml{ﬁon given to mafters to fcll
their domeftic flaves for the fupport of their family, which they arc
ot allowed to do on any lefs urgent occafion®, feems to imply the
not infrequent recurrence of fevere want. During a great {carcity,
which lafted for three yearsin the countries of the Gambia, great num-
bers of people became flaves. Park was aflured by Dr. Lairdly, that
at that time many free-men came, and begged with great earncft-
nefs, to be put upon his flave chain to fave them from perithing
with hunger©.  'While Park was in Manding, a fcarcity of provi-
fions was feverely felt by the poor, as the fol[owmg circumftance
painfully convinced him. Every evening during his ftay, he obfcrvcd :
five or fix women come to the Manfd s houfc, and receive cach of
them a certain quantity of corn. Obfcuc that boy,” faid the
Manfa to him, -pointing to a fine child about five years of age—
¢ his mother has fold him to me for forty days provifion for herfelf
“ and the reft of her family. I have bought another boy in the
¢ fame mananer®.” In Soofecta, a fimall Jallonka village, Mr.
Park was informed by the mafter, that he could furnifh no pro-
vifions, as there had lately been a great fcqrmty in that part of the
country. He affured him, that before they had gathered in their
prcfcnt crops, all the inhabitants of Kullo had been’ for twenty-
ninc days without tafting corn; durmg which time they had fup- .

- Portcd themfelves cntirely on the ycllow powder which is found

in the pods of thc nitta,- fo called by the natives, a fpecies of mi- -

. ParLsAfnca, c. xXil. p.2935. b Id. p. 288, note, - < Id p.o2gs.

4 Ids c. xix. p. 248, . E .
P. ' - mofa,
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mofa, and upon the feeds of the bamboo cane, w]nch, when pro-

~ perly pounded and drefled, tafte very much like rice®

It may be faid, perhaps, thatas, according to Park’s account much
good land remains uncultivated in Africa, the dearths may be at-
tributed to a want of people; but if this were the cafe, we can
hardly fuppofe that fuch numbers would yearly bc fent out of the
country. - What the negroe nations really want, is, {fecurity of pro-
perty, and its general concomitant, induftry; and without thefe,

an increafe of peoplc would only greatly aggravate their diftrefles.

If, in ordcr to fill up thofc parts that 'lppcar(,d to be deficient in 1nha-

Dbitants, we were to fuppofc a high bounty gwcn on children, the‘

cffe@s would probably be,” the increafe of wars, the increafe of the
cxportation of flaves, and ‘a great 1ncrcafc of mifery, but httle or no
real increafe of population.

The cuftoms of fome nations, and the prejudices of all, operate in
fome degree like a bounty of this kind.” The Shangalla’negrocs,
'1ccordmg to Bruce, hemmed in on every fide by aétive and power-
ful encmies, and leading a life of fevere labour, and of conftant
apprehenfion, feel but little defire for women. It is the wife and
not the man, that is the caufe of their polygamy. Though they
live in feparate “tribes or nations, yet thefe nations are again fub-

divided into familics. In fighting, each family attacks and defends

Dy itfelf, . and their’s is the fpoil and plunder who take it. The

‘mothers, thcrcforc, fcnﬁble of the difadvantages of a fmall family, feek
" to multiply it by all the means in their power ; and it is ‘by their

importunity, that thc hufband fuffers himfelf to be overcome?®,
The motives to polygamy among the Galla, are defcribed to be the
fame, and in both nations, the firft wife courts the alliance of a

fecond, for her hufband; and the principal argument that the makes

& Park’s Africa, c.xxv. p. 336
b Bruce’s Travels to difcover the Source of tl\c Nile, vol. i, p. 556. 4to,

3 C : ufe
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ufe of is, tlnt their families may be _]omcd together and be firong,

and that hcr children, by being few in number, may not fall a prey
to their enemies in the day of battle®. It is highly probable that

- this extreme defire of having hrgc families, ‘dcfcats its own purpofc;

and that the poverty and mifery which it occafions, caufe fewer
children to grow up to maturity than if the parents had confined
their attention to the rearing of a fmaller number.

Bruce 1s a great friend to polygamy, and defends it 1n the only
way in which itis capable of being defcndcd by afferting, that, in the
countries in Wthh it principally prevails, the proportion of girls to
boys born, is two or threc to one. A fact fo extraordinary, how-
ever, cannot be admitted upon the authouty of thofc vaguc inqui-

ncs on which he founds his opmlon “That therc are confiderably

morc women living, than men, in thefe climates, is in the higheft
dcgce probablc Even in Europe, where it is known with certainty
that more boys arc born than_ girls, the women in gencral exceed
thc men in numbcr, and we may lmagine, that, in hot and un-

. hcmlthy chmatcs, and in a barbarous ftate of fociety, the accidents

to which thc men are expofed muft be very greatly increafed.
The women by leading a more fedentary life, would fuffer lefs from
the effedts of a fcomhmg fun and fwampy exhalations. They would
in general be more cxempt from the diforders arifing from debauch-

“ery; but above all, they would efcape in great mcafure the ravages

of war. In a flate of fociety in which hoftilities never ceafe, the
drains of men, from this caufe alone, muft occafion a great difpro-

portion of the fexes, partlcularly where it is the cuftom, as related

of the Galla in Abyffinia®, to maflacre indifcriminately all the males,
and fave only the marriageable women from the gencral deftrution.

The acual difproportion of the fexes arifing from thefe caufes, pro- -

bably, ﬁrﬁ gave rife to the permiffion of polygamy, and has, pcrhalps,

a Truce’s Thravels to difcover the Source of the Nile, vol. ii. p.223.
v Id. vol. iv. p.411. ,
P2 contributed
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contributed to make us more cafily believe, k'thdt the proportion of

male and female children, in hot climates, is very different from what

- we have cxperienced it to be, in the temperate zone

u ]ir;ce, \Vl{t;l_ the fufual prejudices on this fubje&, féems to think

.that the celibacy of a part of the women i
[ n is fatal to the populati
of a country. He obferves of Jj tha Fthe gront
1dda, that, on account

N ] ves of . 4 of the great

fearcity of provifions which is the’ refult of an cxtraordi'n'u'y t::on‘

f<Eourfcfof pcf)plc toa place almoft deftitute of the neceflarics of life

ew of the inhabitants can avail themfelves of the privilege grantcé

by Mahomet. They cannot, therefore, ‘t;narry more than one wife ;
! >

and ‘from this caufe arifes, he fays, the want of people and tkh

large number of unmarricd women® But it is eVidtilf that 1lc
want of people in this barren fpot arifes folcly from the Wa;lt 21:‘ o
vifions, and that if each man had half a” dozen ‘wives, the n(:mf;ll;ce);

o‘f’ ‘ people could not be much increafed by it. .
_ In Arabia Felix, according to Bruce, u'h¢i'é every fort of provifion

is exceedingly cheap, where the fruits of the ground, the gencral

to?d of man, are produced fpontaneoutly, the fupport of a numb

wives cofts no more than that of fo many flaves or fervants ; th:'] (f:'r ij
is the .{amc,. and a blue cotton fhirt, a habit common t<; th iy
1s not more chargeable for the one than: for the other. The Cg)’njg%

" quence is, - he fays, that celibacy in women is'
3 : prevented, and
. number of people increafed in a fourfold ratio by polygamy. :onw;:z

it is in thofe countries that-arc monogamous®. * And yet, notwith

. . . 3 - . . K w )
ﬁand.u?g this fourfold increafe, it does not ‘appear that ':n } ll» f
Arabia is really very populous. ' o rpeer

The cffect of polygamy in increafing the number of marricd women

anddprcx'rentmg cclibacy, is beyond difpute; but how far this ma
tend to ncreafe the actual population, isa very different coxiﬁdcration}:r'

It may perhaps contribute to prefs the population harder- againft -

the limit; of the food; but the fqualid and hopelefs poverty which

* Bruce \}ol.'i. i , ( i
, ¢.xi, p. 280, Y 1d. vol. i. . xi. p. 281,

~this

.
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. this occafions, is by no :means favourable to induftry; and in a

climate in which there -appears to be many predifpofing caufes of
ficknefs, it is difficult to conceive that this ftate of wretchednefs
docs not pbwcrfully contribute to the extraordinary mortality which
has been obferved in fome of thefe countries. . ' :
According to Bruce, the whole coaft of ,thc Red Sea, from-Sucz-
to Babelmandel, is extremely unwholefome, but morce efpecially be--
tween the tropics. Violent fevers,. called  there ncdad, make the
principal figure in this fatal hift, and generally terminate the third:

| day in death?®. . Fear frequently feizes ftrangers upon the firft fight .

of the great mortality which they obferve on their firft arnival. -
Jidda and all the parts of Arabia adjacent to the eaftern’ coaft of
the Red Sea, are in the fame manner very unwholefome b '
-In Gondar, fevers pcrpctually reign, and the. inhabitants are -all
the colour of a corpfe®. o : :
In Sirg, one of the fineft countries in the world, putrid fcﬁfc_rs-_ of”
the very worft kind arc almoft conftant?. In the low grounds of
Abyflinia, in general, malignant tertians occafion a great mortality °.
And every where, the {mall-pox makes great ravages, particularly-
among the nations bordering on Abyflinia, wherce it fometimes ex--
tinguifhes whole tribes £, . . o
The cffeét of poverty, bad diet, and its almoft conftant conco-
mitant want of clcanlinefs, in aggravatiﬁg malignant diftempers, is.
well known ; ‘and this kind of wretchednefs {fecms generally to. pre-
vail.  Of Tchagafla, ncar Gondar, Bruce obferves, that the inha-.
bitants, notvyithﬁanding their threefold harvefts, are miferably- poor ..
- At Adowa, the capital of Tigré, he makes the fame remark, and
applics it to all the Abyflinian farmers. The land is lct yearly to
the higheft bidder, and, in general, the landlord furnifhes the feed.

<Id. vol. iii. p. 178."
f 1d. vol. iii. c. iii. p. €8,
g Id. vol.iil. ¢, vil, p. 195,

3 Bruce, vol. iii. p. 33 b 1d, vol.i. 249. -
4 Id. p. 153. - - < 1d. vol.iv. p. 22,
c.vii, p. 178, vol.i. c. xiii. p. 353
' ' on,
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-on condition to reccive half of the produce; but, it is faid, that he

BOOK I.

13 a very indulgcnt’ matfter who does not take another quarter for the

rifk he has run; {o that the quantity which comes to the fhare of the
hufbandman is not more than fufficient to afford ‘a bare fuftenance
to his wretched family *.  The Agows, one of the moft confiderable
~nations of Abyflinia in point of number, are defcribed by Bruce as
living in a flatc of mifery and penury {carcely to be conceived.
We faw a number of women, he fays, wrinkled and funburnt, fo
as fcarcely to appear human,' wandering about under a burning fun,

.

with one and fometimes two children upon  their backs, gathering

the feeds of bent grafs to make a kind of bread®. The A gow
women begin to bear children at eleyen years old.  They marry ge-
nerally abogt that age, and therc is no fuch thing as barrenncfs known
among them®. In Dixan, one of .the frontier towns of Abyfﬁflia,
the only trade is that of felling children.  Five hundred arc ex-
ported annually to Arabia; and in times of {carcity, Bvruce obferves,
four times that number 9. . ' ' -

- In Abyflinia, polygamy does not regularly prevail.. Bruce, i‘ndccd,

_makcs rather a ftrange aflfertion on this fubjeé, and fays, that
though we read from the Jefuits a great deal about marriage and

polygamy, yet that there is nothing which may be averred more
‘tru.ly, than that there is no fuch thing as marriage in Abyflinia ©,
But, however this may be, it appears clear, that few or no women'
live a life of celibacy in Abyflinia, and that the prolific powers of
nature arc nearly all called into action, except as far as they are
checked by promifcuous intercourfe. This, however, from the

Tftate of manners deferibed by Bruce, muft operate very powerfully £,

The check to population from war, appears to be cxceflive. For
the laft four hundred years, according to Bruce, it has never ceafed
to lay dcfolate this unhappy country §; and the favage manner in

b Id, c. xix, p. 438,
* Id, ¢ xi. p. 306.

* Bruce, vol. iii. c. v. p. 124,
~4 I vol. i, c. dii. p, 88,
z Id vol.iv. p. 119,

<Id. p. 739+
P Id. p. 2ga.
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CHAP. VIIL
which it-is carried on, furrounds it with tenfold deftrudion.
When Bruce firft entered Abyflinia, he faw on every fide ruined
villages deftroyed to the loweft foundation, by Rafs Michacl in his
march to Gondar®, In the courfe of the civil wars, while Bruce

" was in the country, he fays, “ The rcbels had begun to \ lay wafte

“ Dembea, and burnt all the villages in the plain, from fouth to
“ weft; making it like a defert between Michacl and Fasil.: :
¢ The king often afcended to the top of the tower of his palace,
“ and contemplated, with the greateft difpleafure, the burning of
“ his rich villages in Dembea®” In another place, he fays, ¢ the

+ ¢ whole country of Degwefla was totally defiroyed; men, women,

¢ and children, were entirely extirpated, withqut diftin&tion of age
¢ or fex; the houfes rafed to the ground, and the country about it

-

"¢ left as defolate as after the \dclugc. The villages belonging to the
“ king were as feverely trcated; a univerfal cry was heard from all

" parts, but noonc dared to fuggeft any means of help=”: In

Maitfha, onc of the provinces of Abyffinia, he was told, that if’

ever he met an old man, he might be fure that he was a ftranger,.
as all that were natives died by the lance young?, ‘
If the picture of the ftate of Abyflinia, drawn by Bruce, be in

- any degree near the truth, it places, in a ftrong point of view, the-

force of that principle of increafe which’ preferves a population fully.
up to the level of the means of fubfiftence, under the checks of war,.

peftilential difeafes, and promifcuous intercourfe, all operating in an.

exceflive degree. : ) :

The nations which border on Abyﬁi'ni‘a'are univerfally fhort-lived.
A Shangalla woman at twenty-two, s, according to Bruce,. morc
wrinkled and deformed by age than is-an European woman at fixty©.
It would appear therefore, that, in all thefe countrics, as among the

- northern fhepherds, in the times of their conftant cmigrations,

b Id. vol. iy, c.v. p..uz.
¢ Id. vol. ii. p. 559.

* Bruce, vol. i, c. vii. p. 192..
. ¢ Idvol. iv. p. 258, 41d ciopoaa

there

- B ol o e




S ‘ T
. e N B X
2 -_,h/:’*'{ _ ;

T12 | o Ofﬂze'C/ze&s to Population in ' BOOK I.

there i3 a veiy rapid fucceffion of human beings, and the difference

"~ in the two inftances is, that our northern anceftors died out of their
‘own country, whercas thefc dic at home. If accurate regifters of
| “mortality were kept ameng thefe nations, I have little doubt that it

would appear, that, including the mortality from wars, 11in 17 or 18
at the leaft, dic annually, inftecad of I in 34 or 36, as in the gene-

- rality of Europcan {tates. » o
The defcription which Bruce gives of fome parts of the country ‘

which he pafled - through on his return home, prefents a ‘pié“tur\e
more dreadful even than the ftate of Abyffinia, and ﬂlCWS. how little
population depends on the birth of children, in comparifon of th'c
p:odu&ion of food, and of thofe circumftances of natural and poli-
tical fituation which influence this produce. - :

"« At half paft fix,” Bruce fays, “we arrived at Garigana, a -

?‘-Villagc whofe inhabitants had all perithed Wiﬂ} hunger the yedi‘
< before; their wretched bones being all unburied, and fcgttgarcd
< upoh the furface of the ground where the village formerly ftood.
#¢.'We encamped among the bones of the dead, 1o fpace could be

a?

s found free from them®.” . '

Of another town or vil]agc,iﬁ his route, he obfcrv'cs, ‘.“ The
< ftrength of Teawa was 25 horfe. The Vrc.ft of thf: mhz.tbltan_t;
<¢.might be- 1200, naked, miferable, and defpicable Arabs, like the
& rcfi of. thofe which live in villages.#*#¥¥5uch was thc»ﬁate of
< Teawa. Its confequence was only to remain till the Daveina
¢« Arabs fhould refolve to attack it, when iﬁs cornfields being bur.nt
« and deftroyed ina night, by a multitude of l?qrfcmen, the ‘bongs
¢ of its inhabitants fcattered upon the earth, would be all its re-
< mains like thofe of the miferable village of Garigana ®. _

¢« There is no water between Teawa and chlq. Once Ingcdi-
«¢’dema and a number of villages were fupplicd with water from

< yyells, and had large crops of Indian corn fown about their pof-

- 2 Bruce,” vol. iv. p. 349. b Id. p. 353 '
o ' ¢ {cffions.

’
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¢ feffions. The curfe of that country the Arabs Daveina have de-
s ﬂroyéd‘Ingedidema, and all the villages about it; filled up their
“ wells, burnt their crops, and expofed all the inhabitants to die
“ by famine®.” - o S :
~ Soon éfter leaving Sennaar, he fays, “ We began now'to fee
¢ the effets of the quantity of rain having failed. There was little
“ corn fown, and that fo Jate, asto be fcarcely above ground. - It
feems the rains begin later as they pafs northward. Many people
were here employed in gathering grafs-feeds to make a very bad
kind of bread. Thefe people appear perfe&t {keletons, and no
wonder, as they live upon fuch fare. Nothing increafes the dane
ger of travelling and prejudice againft ftrangers, more than the
fcarcity of provifions in the country through which you' are
“ to pafs®, - o , o
¢ Came to Eltic, a'ftraggling village about half a mile from the
“ Nile, in the north of a large bare plain; all pafture, echpt the
“ banks of the river which are covered with wood. We now no

€

€<

- < longer faw any corn fown. The people here were at the fame
¢ miferable employment as thofe we had feen before, that of gather-.

 ing grafs-feedsc.” , ‘ -
Under fuch circumftances of climate' and political fituation,
though a greater degree of forefight, induftry, and fecurity, might
confiderably better their condition, and increafe their population,
the birth of a greater number of children without thefe conco-
mitants, would only aggravate their mifery, and leave their popula-
tion where it was. | ' : :
. The fame may be faid of the once flourithing and populous coun-
try of Egypt. Its prefent deprefled ftate has not been caufed by the
weakening of the principle of increafe, - but by the weakening of

" the principle of induftry and forefight, from the in{ccurity of pro- .

perty confequent on a moft tyrannical and oppreflive government.

2 "Bl'uCe, "V°]' iv. p. 411, b 14, p. 51L, ' ) < Ibi_d. )
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The principle of increafe in Egypt, at prefent, does all that is pof
ﬁblo for it to do.” It keeps the populatlon fully up to the level” of
thé means of fubfiftence; and, were its power ten times greater than
it really is, " it could do no more. : e ..

The remains of ancient works, the vaft lakes, canals, and largc con~
duits for water de{hncd to keep the Nile under controul, ferving as
rcfervons to fupply a fcanty year, and as drains and outlets to pre-
vent the fupcrabundancc of water in wet years, fuﬁicmntly indi-

cate to us, that the ancients by art and induftry contrived to ferti-

lize a much greater quantity of land from the overflowings of their
river, than is done at prefent ; and to prevent, in fome meafure, the
diftrefles which are now fo frequently experienced from a redundant
or infufficient ,mundatlon It is faid of the governor Petronius,
that, effe®ing by art what was denied by nature, he caufed abun-
dance to prevail in Egypt under the difadvantage of fuch a deficient
inundation, - as had always before been accompamcd by dearth®. A
flood too great is as fatal to the hufbandman, as one that is deficient ;
and the ancients had, in confequence, drains and outlets to fpread
the fuperfluous waters over the thirfty fands of Lybia, and render
even the defert habitable. Thefe works are now all out of repair,
‘and by ill management often produce mifchief inftead of - good.
T he caufes of this neglet, and confequently of the diminifthed means
of fubfiftence, are obviouily to be traced to the extreme ignorance
and brutality of the governmcnt and the wretched ftate of the
people.  The Mamelukes, in whom the pr1n01pa1 power rcﬁdcs,
think only of enriching themfelves, and employ. for this purpofe
what appears to them to be the fimpleft “method, that of feizing
avealth wherever it may be found, of Wre{hng it by violence from
 the pofieflor, and of impofing continually new and arbltrary contribu-
tions . Their 1gnorance and brutahty, and the ‘conftant ftate of

* Bruce, vol. iii. ¢, xvii, p. 710. K .
b Voyage de Volney, tom i. c. iii. p. 33. 8vo. ¢ Id, c.xii, p. 140,
alarm

- CHAP ;"\'III © - different Parts of Africa. I ¢ L1 5
alarm in which they Tive, prevent thcm from having any vxews
‘ of ennchlng the country, the better to prepare it - for their plunder
No public works therefore are to be expected from the government '
and no individual propnctor dares to undertake any improvement
- which mlght 1mply the poffeffion of capital, as it would probably be
thc 1mrncd1ate fignal of his deftruction. 'Under fuch c1rcumﬁanccs,
~we cannot be furprlfed that the ancient works are neg]eé’ted that
the foil is il cultlvated ‘and that the means of fubfiftence, and con-
fequently the population, are greatly reduced. - But fuch is the na-
tural fcrtlhty of' the Delta - from the inundations of the Nlle, that
even without any capital employed upon the land; without a right
of fucccfﬁon, and confequcntly almoft w1thout a right of- property,
it ftill maintains a confiderable population .in proportlon to its ex-

" tent ; fufficicnt, if property were fecuré, and mduﬁry well dlre&cd )

,k gradually ‘to improve and extend the cultwatxon of the country, and
reftore it to its former ftate of profperity. It may be fafely pro-
* nounced of Egypt, that it is not the want of population that has
~ checked its induftry, but the want of mduﬁry that has chccked its

* population.

The caufes which keep down the populatlon to the level of the

prefent contra&ed means of fubﬁﬁence are but too obvious. The
peafant‘= are allowed for their maintenance only. fufficient to keep
them alive® A mxfcrablc fort of bread made of doura without
leaven or flavour, cold water, and raw onions, make up the whole of
their diet. Meat and fat, of which they are paffionately fond, never
appear but on great occafions, and among thofe who are more at
- their eafe, Their habitations are huts made of earth, where-a
Atranger would be fuffocated with the heat and {fmoke; and where
* the difeafes that are generated by want of cleanlinefs, by moifture,
and by bad nourithment, often vifit them and commit great ravages.
" To thefe phyfical evils are added, a conftant ftate of alarm, the

2 Voyage de Volney, tom. i, c. xii. p. 172,

- Q 2 fear
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fear of the plunder of the Arabs, and the vifits of the Mamelukes,
the {pirit of revenge that is tranfmitted in famlhes, and all the evils
of a continued civil war®, A - :

In the year 1783 the plague was very fatal ; and. in 1784 and
1785, a dreadful famine reigned in Egypt, from a deficiency in the
inundations of the Nile. Volney draws a frightful picure of the
mifery that was fuffered on this occafion. - The’ ftreets of Cairo,
which at firft were full of beggars, were foon cleared of all thefc
objeds, who cither perifhed or fled. A vaft number of unfortunate

wretches, in order to efcape death, fpread themfelves over all the

neighbouring countries, and the towns of Syria Were inundated with
Egyptians. The fireets, and public places were crowded with ex-
tenuated and dying fkeletons. "All the moft revolting modes of fa~
t1sfy1ng the cravings of hunger were reforted to; the moft difgufting

food was devoured with eagernefs; and VoIncy mentions the having -

feen, under the walls of ancient Alexandria, two miferable wretches
feated on the carcafe of a- camel, and difputing with the dogs its

" putrid fleth.  The depopulation of the two years was ecftimated at

one fixth of all the 1nhab1tants

* Volney, tom. i. c. xii. p. 173, This fketch of.the ﬁate of the peafantry in Egypt,
given by Volney, ‘feems to be nearly confirmed by all the other writers on the fubjet ;
and particularly in a valuable paper intitled, "Confrderations gencm[e: Jur? /fgmu/tmc de
U Egypte, par L. Reynier. (Memoirs fur L’Egypte, tom, iv. p. 1)

® Voy. dc Volney, tom. i. c. xii: f. i, .
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CHAP IX

- Of the Checks to Population in Siberia, Northern and Southern,

T s inhabitants of the moft northern parts of Afia fubfift chicfly.

by hunting and fithing; and we may fuppofe, therefore, that the
checks to their increafe are of the fame nature as thofe which prevail
among the American Indians ; except that the check from war is
conﬁdcrably lefs, and thie check.from famine, perhaps, greater than in
the temperate regions of America. M. de Lefleps, who travelled
from Kamtfchatka to Peterfburgh with the papers of the unfortunate
Peroufe, draws a melancholy picture of the mifery that is fometimes
fuffered in this part of the world from a fcarcity of food. He ob-

ferves, while at Bolcheretik, a village of Kamtfchatka, ¢ very heavy -

“ rains are injurious in this country, becaufe they occafion floods,
¢ which drive the fith from the rivers. A famine, the moft diftrefl-
“ ing to the poor Kampfchadales, is the refult, as it happened laft
¢ year in all the villages along the weftern coaft of the peninfula.

« This dreadful calamity occurs fo frequently in this quarter, that .

“ the inhabitants are obliged to abandon their dwellings, and repair
¢ with their families to the borders of the Kamt{chatka river, where
¢ they hope to find better refources, fifh being more plentiful in this
“river., M. Kasloff (the Ruffian officer who conduéted M. de
¢ Lefleps) had intended to proceed along the weftern coaft; but
¢ the news of this famine determined him, contrary to his w}ﬂms,
¢ to return, rather than be driven to the neceflity of ftopping half

VA ““ way,
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¢ way, or perifhing with hunger*.” Though a different route was

. purfued, yet in the courfe of the journey almoft all the dogs'whlch
" drew the fledges died for want of food; and every dog, as foon as he
-~ failed, was 1mmed1ately devoured by the others®.

Even at Okotfk, a town of confiderable trade, the inhabitants wait

* with hungry i 1mpatlencc for the breaking up of the river Okhota in

the fpring. When M. de Lefleps was there, the ftock of dried fifh
was nearly exhauﬁed Meal was fo dear, that the common people
were unable to purchafe it. On drawing the feine prodigious numbers

- of fmall fifh were caught, and the joy and clamour redoubled at the

fight. Thc moft famithed were firft ferved. M. de Leﬁ'eps feclmgly

. fays, * Icould not refrain from tears on perceiving the ravenoufnefs
_“ of thefe poor creatures ;*#*# whole familics contended for thc ﬁfh
¢ which were devoured raw before my eyes®.”

Throughout all the northern parts of Siberia, the fmall—pox 1s very

ﬁtal In Kampfchatka, ‘according to M. de Leﬂ"eps, it has camcd~
" off three fourths? of the native mhabltants ) -

Pallas conﬁrms this account; and in defcribing the Oftiacks on the
Ob1 who live nearly in the fame manner, obferves, - that this diforder
makes dreadful ravages among thém, and may be confidered as the

- principal check to their increafe. The extraordinary mortality of
- the fmall-pox among thefe people, is very naturally accounted for,

from the extreme heat, filth, and .putrid air, of their underground
habitations. Three or four Oftiack families are crowded together in
one yourt, and nothing can be fo difgufting as their mode of living.
They never wafh their hands, and the putrid remains of the fith, and
the excrements of the children,: are never cleared away. From this

' dcfcnptxon, fays Pallas, one may eafily form an idea of the ftench, the

foetid vapours, and humidity of their yourts®. They have feldom
many children. It is a rare thing to fee three or four 'm one -fami]y

3 Trave]s in Kamtfchatka, vol. i, p. 147. 8vo. Eng. tranf. 170, b Id. p. 264
¢ Id. vol. ii. p. 252, 253. "4 14 vol.i. p. 128. e Voy dc Pallas,

gom.iv. p. 68. 4to.” 5 vols, 1788, Pari.  ~ - f Id. p. o,
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The reafon’ whlch Pallas gives, is, that {o many die young on account .
of their bad nourithment®. To this, perhaps, fhould be added the
" ftate of miferable and laborious fervitude to which the women are-
condemned®, which certainly prevents them from-being prolific. -
The Samoyedes, Pallas thinks, are not quite fo dirty as the Oftiacks,
becaufe they are more in motion during the winter in hunting ; but
he defcribes the ftate of the women ‘amongft them as a ftill more
wretched and laborious fervitude©; and confequcntly the check to
population from this caufe would be greater.
- Mottof thc natives of thefe . inhofpitable regions live ncar]y in the

{fame mlfcrable manner, which it would be, therefore, mere repetition
to defcribe. - From what has been faid, we may form an idea of the -

p(incipal checks that keep the actual population down to the level of

:thc fcanty means of fubfiftence which thefe dreary countries afford.
In fome of the fouthern parts of Siberia, and in the diftricts ad-

' joi/nirﬂg the Wolga, the Ruffian travellers deferibe the foil to be of

extraordinary fertility. It confifts in general of a fine black mould of

- {o rich a nature as not to ‘require, or even to bear, drefling. Manure
only makes the corn grow too luxuriantly, and fubje@sit to fall to the
ground and be fpoiled.- The only mode of recruiting this kind of
Jland which is praéhfcd 15, by leaving, it one year out of three in fal-
low, and procccdmg in this way, there are fome grounds, the vigour

- of which is faid to be inexhauftible 4, = Yet notwithftanding the faci-

lity with which, as it would appear, the moft plentiful fubﬁﬁ:cncc
might be ‘procured, many of thefe diftriéts are thlnly peopled, and in

~ none of them, perhaps, does population increafe in the proportion

that might be expected from the nature of the foil.

‘Such countries feem to be under that moral 1mpoﬁib1hty of in-
crcaﬁng, which is well defcribed by Sir James Steuartc, Man,
though he may often be produced without a fufficient demand for

2 Voy. de Pallas, tom. iv. p. 72. b Id, . p. 6o. ¢cId p.g2. ¢Id p.s.

¢ Polit. Econ, by i, c, v.-p. 30. 4to.
him,
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him, cahnoﬁ really multiply and profper unlefs his labour be wanted 3

- -and the reafon that the population goes on fo flowly in thefe countries,
is, that there is very little demand for men. - The mode of agricul-

ture is defcribed to be extremely ﬁmplc,' and to require véry few la-

bourers. In fome places the feed is mcrcly thrown on the fallow?,
The buck-wheat is a common culture; and though it is fown very
thin, yet one fowing will laft five or fix years, and produce every year
twelve or fiftcen times the ongmal quantity. The feed which _falls
durmg the time of the harveft is fuﬁicmnt for the next year, and it
s only neceflary to pafs 2 harrow once over it in the fpring. And
this is continued, till the fertility of the foil begins to diminifh.
It is obferved, very juftly, that the cultlvatlon of no kind of grain
can fo exadtly fuit the indolent 1nhab1tants of the plalns of Siberia®..
- With fuch a fyftem of agrxculturc, and with few or no manufac-
tures, the demand for men muft be very eafily fatlsﬁed Corn - will
- undoubtedly be very cheap ; but labour will be in proportion fill
cheaper. Though the farmer may be able to provide an ample quan-
tity of food for his own children, yet the wages of his labourer will
not be fufficient to enable him to rear up a family with eafe.
If, from obfervmg the dcﬁcxency of pepulation, compared with the
fertility of the foil, we were to endeavour to remedy it by giving a
bounty upon children, and thus enabhng the labourer to rear up a

greater number; what would be the confequencc? Nobody would .

want the work of thefe fupernumerary labourers that were thus
brought into the market. Though the ample fubfiftence of a man

for a day might be purchafed for a penny, yet nobody will give thefe .

people a farthing for their labour. The farmer is able to do all that
he wifhes, all that he thinks neceffary in the cultivation of the foil, by

means of his own family, and the one or two labourers which he

might have before. As thefe people, therefore, can give him nothing

* Voy. de Pallas, tom. i. p.250. '
» Decouv. Rufl, vol. iv. p. 329. 8vo. 4 vols. Berne,
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that he wants, 'it is not to be expedted that he fhould overcome hls ‘
natural mdolcnce, and undcrtakc a larger and more troublefome con-
cern, merely to provide them gratuitonfly. with food.” In fuch a ftate
of things, when the very fmall demand for manufa&unng labour is
fatisfied, what are the reft,do? They are, in fa, as complctely with-
out the means of fubﬁﬁcnce, as if they were llvmg upon a batrcn
'fand They mutft either emigrate to fome place where their work.
is wanted or pCI‘lﬂl miferably of poverty. - Should they be prevcntcd
from fuffcrmg this laft extremity by a fcanty fubfiftence given to
them, in confcq_ucncc. of a fcanty and only occafional ufe of their la- .
bour, it is evident, that though they _might. exift thcmfclves, they
would not be in a capacxty to marry and contmue to increafe the
population. : :
It might be fuppofed pcrhaps, that if there were much good land
unufed, the redundant population 1 would naturally betake itfelf to the
cultivation of it, and raife its own food. But though there are many
countries where good land remains uncultivated, there are very few
whcre it may be obtained by the firft perfon who chufes to occupy
it, Even were this the cafe, there would be fill fome obftacles re-

~maining. The fupernumerary labourer whom 1 have dcfcrlbcd has .

no funds whatever, that can enable lnm to build a houfe, to purchafc ‘
ftock and utenfils, and to fubfift till he has brought his new land i mto
proper order, and obtained an adequate return. - Even the children of
the farmer, when they grow up, would find it very dlfﬁcult to obtain -
thefe ncceflary funds. In a ftate of fociety where the market for corn
is cxtrcmely narrow, and the pnce very low, the cultivators are always
poor and though they may be able amply to provide for their family,
inthe fimple article of food ; yetthey cannot realife a cap1ta1 to divide
among their children, and enable them to undcrtakc the cultivation

of frefh land. Though this ncccﬂhr) Capxtal might be very fmall,

yet even this fmall fum, the farmer perhaps cannot acquire ; for when
he grows a greater quantity of corn than ufual, he finds no purchafer
o - R ' fov
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for it* and cannot convert it 1nto any permancnt artlcle, thch will

cnable any ‘of his children to command an equivalent portlon of fub-

fiftence or labour in future, In general; therefore, he contents him-
felf with growmg only what is fufficient for the 1mmcd1ate demands
of his family, and the narrow markct to which he is accuftomed ,
And if he has a large family, many of his children probably fall into

“the rank of labourcrs, and their further increafe 1s checked, as in the .

cafe of the labourcr bcforc dcfcrxbcd by a want of the means of
{ubﬁﬁzcnce. :

It is not thcrcforc a dired encouragement to the procreatlon and
rearing of chlldren that is wanted in thefe countries, in order to in- -
creafe their populatwn but the creation of an effeGual demand for
the producc of the foil, by promoting the means of its dlﬁrlbutxon.
This can only be effected, either by the introducion of manufaures,
and by m{pmnd the cultlvator with a tafte for them, which muﬁ:
neceflarily be a work of time; or by aﬂiﬂzmg new colonifts and- the
children of the old cultivators with capital to enable them to occupy
fucceﬁively, and bring into cultwatlon, all the land that is fit for it.

- The late Emprefs of Ruffia adopted both thefe means of increafing
the population i in her dominions. She encouraged both manufadturers
and cultivators; and furnithed to- foreigners of either defcription,
‘caplta] and funds for fubﬁﬁ:encc, free of all intereft for a certain term

of ycars" Thefe well-directed efforts, added to "what had been donc

by Peter I. had, as mxght be expected, a confiderable effe®; and

the Ruffian territories, particularly the Afiatic part of them, which -

‘had flumbered for centuries, with a- population nearly ftationary, or
-at moft mcreaﬁng very languidly, feem to have made a fudden ftart
of late years. Though the population of the ‘more fertile provinces -
of Slbcrla be ftill very inadequate to the richnefs of the foil ; yet in

- e Il ya fort peu de debxt dans le pays, parce que le plupart des habitans fon culuvatcurs
et elevent eux memes des beftianx. Voy. de Pallas, tom, iv. p. 4.

b Tooke’s View of Ruflian Empire, vol. i, p. 242, .
' ' great -
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~ .great qﬁantities of ébr'n“are grown.: In"a general dearth which hai)-
. pened in . 1769, the provmcc of .Ifettk was able, noththﬁandmg a

‘fcanty harveft, to: fupply, in the ufual manner, the founderies and
forges of Ural, : befides preferving from the horrors of famine all the
nc1ghbour1ng provmcesa And in the t(.rntory of Krafnioyarfk, on
the fhores of the Yeniffey, in fpite of the indolence and drunken-
nefs of the inhabitants, the abundance of corn is fo great, that no
inftance has’ ever been known of a general failurc®. = Pallas juftly
obferves, 1f‘ we confider . that - Siberia, .not two hundred')fcars ago,
was a wildernefs utterly unknown, and, in point of population, was

cven far behind the almoft defert tracts of North America, we may

juftly be aftonifhed at the prefent ftate ‘of this part of the world, and"
" at the multitude of its Ruﬁian mhabltants, who in numbers greatly

exceed the natives °. SR T

- When Pallas was in Slberla, provxﬁona in thefc fCl‘tllC dlf’m&s, p'll‘-
tlcularly in the environs of Krafnoyarfk, were moft extraordinarily
cheap. : A pood, or forty pounds, of wheaten flour, was fold for about
twopence’ halfpenny, an ox for five or fix fhillings, and a cow for three
or four ¢, This unnatural chcapncfs, owing to a want of vent for the
produ&s of the foil, was perhaps the principal check to the populatmn.
In the period which has fince elapfed, the prices have rifen confider-

ably¢; and we may conclude, therefore, that the och& principally |
_ wanted has been attained, and that the populatlon procecds with

rap1d ftrides. :
. Pallas, however, complams, that thc intentions of the merefs re~

f pcc”cmg the peopling of Siberia, were not always well fulﬁllcd by her .

fubordinate agents, and that the propnctors, to whofe care this was

left, oftén fent off colonifts, i in every refpect unfit for the purpofc, in
regard to age, - dlfcaf'cs,‘ and want of induftrious habits!. Even the

b Id, tom. iv. p. \3 < Id. p. 6.

4 Voy. de Pallas, tom. iii. p. 10.
¢ I p 3. . - ¢ Tooke’s View of Ruffian Empxrc, vol.iii. p. 239.
- - "Voy. de Pallas, tom. v, p.s. - o
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Gerian fettlers in' the diftri@s near -the Wolga, are, accordirig to

“Pallas, deficient in this laft point?, and this is certainly a moft eflen:

fial one. It may, indeed, be fafely afferted, that the importation of
induftry is of infinitely more confequence to the population of'a

country, than the importation of men and -women confidered only

with regard to numbers. - Were it poflible at once to change the

" habits of a whole people, and " to dire&t its induftry at pleafure, no
government would ever be reduced to the neceflity of encouraging
foreign fettlers. But to change long-exifting habits is of all enter-

prizes the ‘moft difficult. ~Many - years muft clapfe under the motft
favourable circumftances, before the Siberian boor will poflefs the in-

' duftry and a&ivity of an Englifh labourer.” * And though the Ruffian

government has been inceffant in its endeavours, to convert the paf-
toral tribes of Siberia to agriculture ; yet many obftinately perfift in

" bidding defiance to any attempts that can be made to wean them

from their injurious {loth®.

" . “Many obftacles concur to prevent that rapid growth of the Ruf-
~ fian colonies ‘which the procreative power would permit. Some of

the ‘low countries of Siberia are ‘unhealthy, from"the ziuxjnbcr of

. marfhes which - they contain®, and great and wafting epizooties are
y _great g cp ‘ :

frequent among the cattle?. In the diftris near the Wolga, though
the foil is naturally rich, yet droughts are fo frequent, that there is
feldom’ more than one good harveft out of three®.  The colonifts of
Saratof, after they had been fettled for fome years, were obliged to
remove on this account to other diftrits, and the whole expence of
building their houfes, amounting to.above a million of rubles, was
remitted to them by the Emprefs’. For purpofes either of fafety or

. convenience, the houfes of each colony are all built contiguous, or

nearly fo, and not feattered about upon the different farms. A want

-3 Voy. de Pallas, tom. v. p. 253. b Tooke’s Ruffian Empire, vol.iii. p 313.

¢ Voy. de Pallas, tom, iii, p.16: . - ¢ Id. p.1%. tom.v. p.4IL.
¢ Id. p. 252t feq. . f Tooke’s Ruffian Empire, vol. ii. p. 245,
- ' : of
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of room is, in confequence, foon felt in the immediate ncighbourhood
of the village, while the diftant grounds remain in a ftate of very im-
perfedt cultivation. On obferving this'in the colony of Kotfchefnaia,

_ Pallas propofed that a certain part fhould be removed by the Emprefs

to other diftri@s, that the remainder- might be left morc at their
ecafe ®. This propofal fcems to prove that fpontancous divifions of this
kind did not ofte take place, and' that the children of the colonifts
might not always find an cafy mode of fettling themfelves, and rear-
ing up frefh families. In the flourifhing colony of the Moravian
brethren at Sarepta, it is faid, that the young people cannot marry
without the confent of their priefts; and that their confent is not in

general granted till late®. . It would appear, therefore, . that among

the obftacles to the increafe of population, even ini thefe new colonies,
the preventive check has its fhare. - Population can never . increafe
with great rapidity but when the price of common labour is very

high, as in America; and from the tate of fociety in this part of the
Ruffian territories, and .the confequent want of a proper vent for the
produce of induftry, this effe&, which ufually acéompanic;s new

colonies, and is effential to their rapid growth, does not take place in
any confiderable degree. . :

" = Voy. de Pallas, tom. v. p. 253 . " I1d. p. 175,
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CHAP X
Of the Checks to Population in the Turkifh Domiuiom‘, and Pe;yid. ,

‘ IN the Aﬁatm parts of thc Turklfh domlmons, it will .not be dlfﬁ-
Ccult, from the' accounts of travellers, to trace the checks to popula-
tion, and the caufes of its prefent decay; and as there is Tittle: differ-

‘ence in the manners of the Turks, whether they 1nhab1t Europe or .

' Afia, it ‘will not be worth whlle to make thcm the fubJe& of dxﬁ‘m@c
confideration. . ,

The fundamental caufe of the low {’cate of populatmn in Turkey,'
compared with its extent of territory, is undoubtedly the nature of

- - the government. Its tyranny, its feeblenefs, its bad laws, and worfe

- adminiftration of them, with the confequent-infecurity of property,
“throw fuch obftacles in the way of agriculture, that the means of fub-
fiftence are neceflarily decreaﬁng yearly, and with them, of courfe,
the number of people. The miri, or general land tax, paid to the
fultan, is in itfelf modcratc?®; but by abufes inherent in the Turkith
government, the pachas, and their agents, have found out the means
of rendering it ruinous.” Though they cannot abfolutely alter the
impoft which has been cftablifhed by the fultan, they have introduced

“a multitude of changes, which, without the name, produce all the

effe@s of an augmentation®. In Syria, according to Volney, having
. ‘the greateﬁ part of the land at their difpofal, they clog their con-

"ceflions with burdenfome condltxons, and exa& the half, and fome-

times even two thirds, of the crop. When_ the harveft is over, they

*. Voy. de Volney, tom. ii. c. xxxvii. p. 373. (8vo. 1787.) b Ibid.
4 o " cavil
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‘ 'cavrl ‘about loﬁ'es, and, as they have the power in their hands, they

carry off what they think proper. - If the feafon faﬂ they ftill exact
the fame fum, and expofe every thing that the poor ‘peafant poflefles
to fale. To the{e conftant opprcﬁions, are added a thoufand acci~
dental extortions. Somictimes a whole village is laid under contri-
bution for fome. real or imaginary offence. Arbitrary prefents are
exa&cd on the acceflion of each governor ; grafs, barley, and &raw,

are demanded for his horfes; and commiffions are multiplied, that

the foldicrs who carry the orders may live upon the ftarving peafants,

) whom they treat with the moft brutal infolence and’ m_]u{‘lce“ '

The confequencc of thefe depredatrons is, that the poorer clafs of
inhabitants, ruined, and unable any longer to pay the miri, become a
burden to the wllage, or fly into the cities; but “the miri is unal-
terable, and the fum to be levied muft be found fomewhere. . The:
portlon of thofe who are thus driven from their homes falls ‘on the
remammg inhabitants, whofe burden, though at firft light, now be-
comes infupportable. If they fhould be vifited by two years of -
drought and famine, the whole v1llage is ruined and abandoned ; and
the tax, which it ﬂlould have paid, is levied on .the nelghbourmg

- The fame mode of proccedmg takes place, with: regard to the tax
on the Chriftians, which has been raifed . by thefe: means from threc;,
five, and eleven piaftres, at which it was firft fixed, to thirty-five and’ , :
forty, which abfolutely impoverithes thofe on whom it is levied, and
obliges them to leave the country. . It has been remarked, that thefe
exactions have made a rapid progrefs during the laft forty years, from = -
which time arc dated the decline of agriculture; the- depopulatlon of
the country, and the dxmmutlon in the quantity of fpecxe carned to
Conftantinople ©. . ,

The peafants are every where reduced to a little ﬂatcakc of barley,
or doura, onions, lentils, and water. Not to.lofe. any part of their

3 Voy. de Volney, tom, ii, ¢, xxxvii, 'E 1. c xrxvii. P 375 . ¢ Idi p. 376, )
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corn, they leave i in it all forts of wild grain, which often. produccs
bad confequences. In the mountains of Lebanon and Nablous, in
time of dearth, they gather the acorns from the oaks, wluch thcy eat
“after boiling, or roafting them on the athes® :

By a natural confequence of this ‘mifery, the art of cultwatxon is
in the moft deplorable ftate. =T he hufbandman is almoft without
inftruments, and thofe he has, are very bad. His plough is frequently
no more than the branch of a tree cut below a fork, and ufed with-
out wheels The ground 1s tilled by affes and cows ; rarely by oxen,
-which wouk\i befpeak too much riches. In the diftri&s expofed to
the Arabs, as in Paleftine, the countryman muft fow with his mutket
in his _hand; and fcarcely does the corn turn yellow, before it is
rcaped and concealed in fubterraneous caverns.  As little as poffible
is employed for {eed corn, becaufe the pca{ants fow no more than 1is
barcly neceflary for their fubfiftence. Their whole 1nduﬂ:ry is limited
to a fupply of their immediate wants; and to procure a little bread, |
a few onions, a blue fhirt, and a bit of woollen, much labour is not
neceflary. < The peafant lives therefore in diftrefs; but at leaft he
¢ does not enrich his tyrants, and thc avarice of defpotlfm is itsown

«¢ pumfhmcnt"

This picture, which is drawn by Volney, in dcfcnblng the ﬂ:atc of '

the peafants in Syria, feems to be confirmed by all the other travel-
lers in thefe countries; and, according to Eton, it reprefents very ncar]y
the condition of the peafants in the greateft part of the Turkifh do-
minions . Univerfally, the offices of every ‘denomination are fct up
" to pubhc f'lle, and in the intrigucs of the feragho, by which the dif-
pofal of all places s regulated, every thing is done by means of bribes.
The pach'ls, n confcquencc, who are fent into the provmces, excrt
'to the utmoft their power of extortxon but are always outdone By

- s \'Toy. de Volney, tom. ii. c. xxxvii. p. 377. © 2 Id, p. 379
< Eton’s Turkifh Emp, c. viii, 2d edit. 1799. : '

" ) . 7 o ~ the
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the officers 1mmcdmtcly below thcm, who, in thcxr turn, le.wc room
for their fubordinate 'lgcnts

“The p"lch'l muft raife ‘moncy to pay the trlbULC, .and alfo to 1n-
demnify himfelf for the purchafe of his office; fupport his dignity, '

and make a provifion in cafe of accidents; and, as all power, both "~ -

military and civil, centers in his perfon, from his rcprcfcnting the
fultan, the means are at his difcretion, and the qulc_keﬁ are m\arl-

ably conﬁdcrcd as the beft®. Uncertain of to- -morrow, he treats his

province as a mere tranﬁcnt pofieffion, and endeavours to reap, “if

poffiblc, in one day, the fruit of many years, without the fmalleft

regard to his fucceﬁor, or the injury that he may do to the perma-

nent revenue ® : -

The Culth'ltOL 1s ncccﬁ'an]y more expofcd to thcfe extortions than
the inhabitants of the towns. From the nature of his employment,
he 1s fixed to one fpot, and the produ@ions of agriculture do not ad: |
mit of being eafily concealed. - The tenure of the land and the right
of fucceffion arc befides uncertain.- When a father dies, the inherit-
ance reverts to the fultan, and the children can only redeem the {uc-
ceffion by a confiderable fum of money. Thefe confiderations natu-
rally occafion an indifference to landed eftates. The country is de-
ferted, and each perfon is defirous of flying to the towns, whcrc he
will not only in general meet with better treatment, but may hope
to acquire a fpecies of wealth, which he can more eafily conct:'zl from
the eyes of his rapacmus mafters 4

To complete the ruin of agriculture, a maximum is in many cafes
cftablifhed, and the pcafants are obligcd to furnifh  the towns with

.corn atafixed price. It is a maxim of Turkifh _policy, originating in

the feeblenefs of the government, and the fear of popular tumults, to
keep the prlcc of corn low in all the confiderable towns. In the cafe
of a failure in the h'trveﬂ: cvery perfon who poﬁ'cﬁ'es any corn is

3 EtonsTurkxfh Emp. c.ii. p.55. P Voy, de Voluey, tom. ii. c. xx}uu P 347,
¢ 1d. p. 350 4 Ids ¢, xxxvi, p. 369, ¢

S obhgcd
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obliged to fell it at the price fixed, under pain of death ; and if therc

. be none in the neighbourhood, other diftricts are ranfacked for it*.

When Conftantinople is in want of provifions, ten provinces are

perhaps famiﬂlled for a fupply®. At Damafcus, during a {carcity n

1784, the people paid only one penny farthing a pound for their

-bread, while the pcafants'in the villages were abfolutely dying with
hunger*©. g : 4 .

The effe& of fuch a {yftem of government on agriculture, need not
be infifted upon. = The caufes of the decreafing’ means of fubfiftence
are but too. obvious; and the checks which keep the population
down fo‘thc‘ level of thefe.decreafing refources, may be traced with
nea‘r]y equal certainty ; and will appear to include almoft every fpecies
of vice and mifery that is known.

It is obferved, in general, that the Chriftian families confift of a
greater number of children, than the Maho;_netan families.  where
polygamy prevails & This is an extraordinary fact ; becaufe, though
polygamy, from the unequal diftribution of women which it occa-.
fions, be naturally unfavourable to the population of a whole country;
yet the individuals who are able to fupport a plurality of wives, ought
certainly, in the nataral courfe of things, to have a greater number

 of children, than thofe who are confined to one. The way in which
Volney principally accounts for this fact 1s, that, from'thc pra&_iqc of
polygamy, and very carly marriages, the Turks are eneryated‘ while
young, and . impotence at thirty is very common % Eton notices an
unnatural vice, as prevailing in no inconfiderable degree among the
common people, and confiders it as one of the checks to the popula-
tion’; but the five principal caufes of depopulation which he cnu-

~

merates, are, | ) . ,
1. The plague, from which the cmpire 1s never entirely free.

2 Voy. de Volney, tom. ii. c. xxxviii. p. 38. b Id. c. xxxiii. p. 345.

© Id. c. xxxviii. p.381. ¢ Eton’s Turkifh Emp." c. vii. p. 275.

¢ Voy. de Volney, tom, ii. ¢. XL p. 445. - f Lton’s Turkith Emp. c. vii. p. 275,
- " : 2. Thofe
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2. Thofe terrible difordcxjs which almoft always follow it, at leaft

- ~in Afia. .

3. Epidemicand endemic maladies in Afia, which make as dread-
ful ravages as-the plague itfelf, and which- frequently vifit that part
of the empire. o ;

4. Famine. S - : :

5. And laftly, the fickneffes which always follow a famine, and
which occafion a much greater mortality*. .- :

He afterwards gives a more particular account of the devaftations -
of the plague in different parts of the empire, and concludes by ob-
ferving, that if the numbers of the Mahometans have decreafed, this
caufe alone is adequate to the effe@t®; and that, things going on in
-their prefent train, the Turkifh populatidn will be extinét in another
century . But this inference, and the calculations which relate to
it, are without doubt erroncous. The increafe of population in the

“intervals of thefe periods of mortality, is probably greater than he is
aware of. At the fame time, it muft be remarked, that in a country
where the indufiry of the hufbandman is confined to the fupply of
his ncceflary wants, where he fows only to prevent himfelf from
ftarving, and is unable to accumulate any furplus produce, a great
lofs of people is not eafily recovered, as the natural effects from the
diminifhed numbers cannot be felt in the fame degree, as in countries
‘where induftry prevails, and propcrty is fecure. D A )

According to the Perfian legiflator, Zoroafter, to plant a tree, to
cultivate a ficld, to beget children, arc meritorious as; but it ap-
pears, from the account of travellers, that many among the lower
clafles of people cannot cafily attain the latter fpecics of merit ; and
in this inftance, as in numberlefs others, the private intereft of thcv‘
individual correéts the errors of the legiﬂatOr. Sir John Chardin
fays, that matrimony in Perfia is very expenfive, and that only men

. of cftates will venture upon it, left it prove their ruin ¢, The Ruffian

 Eton’s Turkifh Emp. c. vii. p. 264. ' b Id. p. 291, e Id. p. 280.°

" 4 Sir John Chardin’s Travels, Hayris’s Colle@, b. iii. c.ii. p. 870,
' ' Sz ‘ travellers
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travellers feem to confirm this account, and’ obferve, that the

lower claffes of people arc obliged to defer marriage till late ; and that’

it is only among the rich that this union takes place early .

The dreadful - convulfions to which Perfia has - been contmually
{ubje& for many hundred years, muft have been fatal to her agricul-
turc. The periods of repofe from external wars, and internal com-
motions, have been thort and few, and even during the times of pro~
found peace, the frontier provinces have been conf’cantly fubjc& to
the ravages of the Tartars.

The cffe& of this ftate of things 1s- fuch as rmght be expeé’ced
The * proportion of uncultivated, to cultivated land, in Perfia, Sir John
Chardm ftates to be, ten to one®; and the mode in which the offi-

‘cers of the Shah and private owners let out their lands to hufband-
‘men, is not that which is beft calculated to reanimate induftry. The
grain in Perfia is, befides, much fubje to be deftroyed l;y hail, drought,

locufts, and other infe&s®, which probably tends rather to dlfcouragc
the employment of capital in the cultivation of the foil.

The plague does not extend to Perfia; but the fmall-pox is men-

) tioned by the Ruffian travellers, as making very fatal ravages ¢,

It will not be worth while to enter more mmutely on the checks
to population in Perfia, as they feem to be nearly fimilar to thofe
which have been juft defcribed in the Turkifh dominions. The fu-
pernor deftruction of the plague in Turkey, s, perhaps, ncarly balanced
by the greater frequency of mterml commotions in Perfia,

_ T'.Dcco.\'lv. Ruff. tom. ii, p. 293. b Chardin’s Travels. Harris’s Collect,
b..m. ¢ ii. p.goz. s Ibid. ¢ Decouv, Rufl. tom. ii. p. 377
CHAP.
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CHAP XL
of ﬂ;e Checks to Population in Indoflan and Tibet.

Ix the ordinances of Menu, the Indian legiflator, Which Sir Wm.

‘Jones has tranflated and called the Inflitutes of Hindu Law, marriage

is very greatly cncouraged, and a male heir is conﬁdcrcd as an ob_]c&'
of the firft importance. :
<« By a fon, a man obtains victory over all pcople, by a fon’s

¢ fon, he enjoys immortality ; and afterwards, by the fon’ of th'1t
¢« grandfon, he reaches the folar abode.” -

¢« Since the fon delivers his father from the hell, namcd put, he
s was therefore called puttra, by Brahma himfelf?. 7

Arnong the different nuptial rites, Menu has afcribed p'xrtlcular
qualities to each, : .

« A fon of a Brahmi, or wife, by the firft ccrcmony, redecms from
<« f{in, if he perform virtuous adts, ten anceftors, ten defcendants, and -

« himfelf, the twenty-firft perfon.”

« A {on born of a wife by the Dajva nuptials, redeems feven and
« feven, in higher and lower degrees; of a wife by the Arfha, three
« and three ; of a wife by the Prdjdpatya, fix and fix®.”

A houfekecper is confidered as of the moft eminent order. The
“ dmnc fagcs, hc mancs, the gods, the fpirits, and gucﬁs, pray for

_* Sir Wm. Jones’s Works, vol. iii. c. ix. p.354. Speaking of the Indian laws, the

Abbe Raynal fays, ¢ La population eft un devoir primitif, un ordre de la nature fi facrc, .

¢ que la loi permet de tromper, de mentlr, de fe parjurer pour favonfcr un m1rmge

 Hift. des Indes, tom. i. Li. p.81. 8vo. 10 vols. Paris 1793.

b Sir Wm, Jones’s Works, vol,iii. c.iii, p. 124.
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134 Of the C/zéc_ks 10 YPAo;bu/aiion n ' BOOK I,
“ benefits to mafters of families’” An elder brother not married

. before the younger is mentioned among the perfons who are parti-
~ cularly to be fhunned®. : ’ )

Such ordinances would naturally caufe marriage to be uconﬁdcred
as a religious duty; yet it feems to be rather a fucceflion of male

CHAP. XI. o Tndoflan and Tibet, . 135

fons to defift from further indulgencies when they had obtained one A
fon, or to remain more contented than they otherwife, would have
been, in an unmarried ftate. Stri& and abfolute chaftity, fcems,
indeed, to fuperfede the obligation of having defcendants. - .

¢ Many thoufands of Brahmens having avoided fenfuality from

heirs, than a very numcrous progeny, that is the obje® fo much
defired. _ ' - : '

¢ The fqthcr having begotten a fon, difcliargcs his debt to his own
¢ progenitors,” ‘ L
¢ That fon alone B’y whofe birth he difcharges 1
5 , s wiho 4 ges the debt, and : )
) through whom he attains immortality, was begotten from a fenfe \ | The pcrmiﬂion to a brother, or other kinfman, to raife up an heir
- of duty ; all the reft are confidered by the wife as begotten from for the deceafed hufband, which has been noticed, extends only to
¢ love .of plc.afurc < | o ' " women of the fervile clafs®. Thofe of the higher clafles are not even
A widow is, on 'fon?c occafions, allowed to have one fon by the - to pronounce the name of another man, but to -
brother, or fome appointed kinfman of the deceafed hufband, but « Continue till death forgiving all injuries, performing harth dutics,
., on nt;)t a.cco(;ant a fc;ond. .‘1“ The firft object of the appointment being ! ¢ avoiding everyffenfual pleafure, and- cheerfully practifing the in-
¢ obtained, according to law, both the brother and the fifter muft ’ - - ¢ comparable rules of virtue®.” :
¢ live together like a father and daughter by afﬁﬁity a4 ‘ ‘ ‘ Befides thefe {irict precepts relating to the gbvcrnmcnt of the

¢ their carly youth, and having left no iffue in their families, have
¢ afcended neverthelefs to heaven.” ‘ T

<« And, like thofe abftemious men, a virtuous . wife afcends to.
¢ heaven, though fhe have no child, if, after the deceafe of her lord,
¢ fhe devote herfelf to pious aufterity*” '
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}fi ‘ ki::;s?lmg:& C\'lery pa;-t of thcﬁor'dinancc.s o€ Menu, ‘fenfuality of all paffions, other circu.mﬁancesfw.ould perhaps concur to prevent ‘thc

i, o is ftrongly rcplobatcd, an'd chattity inculcated as a religious full eﬂ'cé.t (.)fthe'ordmanccs w'hlch CRCOourage marriage. '

£ Y- - D . _ The divifion of the people into claffes, and the continuance of the

x? “ A man .by the attachment of his organs to fenfual pleafure incurs ; fame profeffion in the fame family, would be the means of point:ingr

1 “* certain guilt; but having wholly fubdued them, he thence attains out to each individual, ina clear and diftiné manner, his future prof-

;‘ L “ heavenly blifs.” ‘ o o pedts refpecting a livelihood ; and from the gains of his father, he 1
f : ~“ Whatever man may obtain all thofe gratiﬁcétions, or whatever would be eafily enabled to judge whether he could fupport a family

1, : man may ;eﬁgr} them qor'lll)lctcly, the refignation of all pleafures ' - : by the fame employment. And though, when a man cannot gain a

"? is far better than the attainment of them °.” : fubfiftence in the employments appropriate to his clafs, it is allowable

I# 1s rcafonablg to fuppofe, that fuch paflages might, in foh)é de- - . % for him, under certain reftrictions, to feek it in another; yet fome
gree, tend to countera@ ‘thofe ‘encouragements to i'ncre'afc; which, : | ’ kind of difgrmce feems to attach to this exp cdient, and it is not pro-

T o T
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? have been before mentioned, and might prompt fome religious per- ‘ f 7 bable that many perfons would marry with the certain profpeé of
? 2 Qi T ). .ne N 1
: Sir Wm. Jones’s Works, vol. iii. c. iii. p. 130. ®Id p. 141, * Sir W, Jones’s Works, vol.iii, c.v. p. 221.

€ Id, cix. p. 349 ¢ 1d. p. 343. ol e p g6 . I c.ix. p.343. ¢ Idi ¢ v. p.221
. : . : . being

{ons
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136 - Of the Checks 1o Population in ~~ BOOK I+ .

being obhged thus to fall from their clafs, and to lower in fo m'lrked
- a manner their condition in life. - _ .

In addition to this, the choice of a wife feems to bc a pomt of
couﬁderab]c difficulty. A man might remain unmarrlcd for fome
. time, before he could find exaétly fuch a companion as the legiflator
l pre(cnbes. Ten families of a certain defcription, be they ever fo

grea_t,‘or ever fo rich in kine, goats, theep, gold, and grain, arc
ftudioufly to be avoided. Girls with too little or too much hair,
who-are too talkative, who have bad eyes, a difagreeable name, or
any kind of ficknefs, who have no brother, or whofe father is not
well known, are all, with many others, excluded; and the choice
will appear to be in fome degree confined, when it muﬂ: ncccﬁanly
reft upon

“ A girl, whofe form has no defe; who has an agrecable name;
- who walks gracefully, like a phenicopteros, or a young elephant ;
“ whofe hair and teeth are moderate refpectively in quantity and
“ fize; whofe body has exquifite foftnefs ».”

It is obferved, that a woman of the fervile clafs is not mentioned,
even in the recital of any ancient ftory, as the wife of a Brahmen or
of a Cfhatriya, though in the greateft difficulty to find a fuitable
match; which feems to 1mply that fuch a difficulty mlght fome-
times occur®., -

Another obftacle to marriage arlﬁng from the Hindoo cuﬂoms, 1s,
that an elder ‘brother who does not marry, feems in a manner to
conﬁnc all his other brothers to the fame ftate; for a youngcr bro-
ther who marries before the elder incurs difgrace, and is mentioned
among the perfons who ought to be thunned . -

The chara&er which the legxﬂator draws of the manners and dlf
_pofition of the women in India is moft extremely unfavourable.

» Sir William Jones’s Works, vol. iii. c. iii. p. 120. v 1d. p. 121,
< Id. p. 141. : :
' ' Among
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Among many other paffages cxpreﬁ'cd wnth equal fcxcnty “he ob~
{erves, that, :

" . ¢ Through. their paﬁion for- men, their mutable temper, - thcnr
¢ want of. fettled affc&lon, and their perverfe nature, (let them be

¢ guarded in this world ever fo well), thcy foon become alxcnatcd
¢ from their hufbands*.” . : :

This character, if true, probably procecded f'—om ‘their never

bemg allowed the fm'xlleﬂ: dcgree of liberty®; and from the ftate of

degradatlon to which they were reduced by the pratice of poly-
gamy ; -but however this may be, fuch paflfages tend ftrongly to -
~thew, that illicit intercourfe between the fexes was frequent not-

withftanding the laws againft adultery. - Thefe laws are noticed as
not relating to the wives of public dancers or fingers, or of fuch
bafe men as lived by the intrigues of their wives€; a proof that thefe
charadters were not uncommon, and were to a certain degree per-
mitted. Add to this, that the practice of polygamy ¢ among the rich,
would fometimes render it difficult for the lower clafles of people to
obtain wives; and this difficulty would probably fall partlcularly hard
on thofe who were reduced to the condition of flaves.

. From all thefe circumftances combined,- it feems probable, tlnt

: among7 the checks-to populatx_on in India, the preventive  check

would have its thare; but from the pfevailing habits and opinions of

the people, thereis reafon to believe, that the tendency to carly mar--

riages was ftill always predominant, and in general prompted every.

perfon to ‘enter into . this ﬁatc, who could look forward to the.

flighteft chance of bun& able to maintain a family. The natural
confcquence of this was, that the lower claffes of people were re-
duced to cxtreme poverty, and were compelled to adopt the mofk
frugal and fcanty modc of fubfiftence. This fru"ahty was {till fur-
ther increafed, and extended in fome degree to the higher clafles of

% Sir William Jones’s Works, vol. ii. cix. p. 33 - b Tdoc v. p. 219,
e 1d, . viil. p. 325. 414 cuixe p. 346, 347, )
T : fociety,
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| fociety, by its being confidered as an cminent virtac®, ‘The popu-‘
lation would thus be preffed hard againft the limits of the means of
fubfiftence, and the food of the country would be meted out to the

major part of the people in the fmalleft thares that could fupport
life.. In fuch a ftate of things, every failure in the crops from un-
favourable feafons would be felt moft feverely ; and India, as might
be expe@ed, has in all ages been fub)e& to the moft dxcadful

famines.

- A part of the ordmanccs of Menu is explcfsly dcdlcatcd to the
confideration of times of diftrefs, and inftrutions are given to the
different claffes rcfp;:é'ting their conduct during thefe periods... Brah-
mens pmmg with hunger and want are frequently mentioned®; and
certain ancient and virtuous characters are defcribed, who had done
impure and unlawful ads, but who were confidcred by the legifla-

tor as juftified, on account of the cxtremities to which they were

reduced.
¢« Ajigarta, dying thh hunger, was going to deftroy his own fon

“ by felling him for fome cattle;; yet he was guilty of no crime, for
“ he only fought a remedy againft famifhing.” ~

¢ Vhmadéva, who well knew right and wrong, was by no means:
rendered 1mpure, though deﬁxous, when opprcﬁ'cd by hunger, of

-
-

S
BN

eating the flefh of dogs.”
< Vi{wAmitra too, than whom none knew better thc diftinions

¢ between virtue and vice, refolved, when he was perifhing with.
¢ hunger, to eat thc haunch of a dog, which he had received from

¢ a Chanddla©.” .
- If thefe great and virtuous men of the higheft clafs, whom all

- .

-

pcrfons were under thc oblwatxon of affifting, could be reduced to

fuch extremities, we may cafily conje¢ture what muft have been
the fufferings of the lowcﬁ; clafs. '

’

2 Sir William ]oncss \Vorlﬁ, vol. i, ¢. iii. p, 133
¢ % p- 397 ¢ Id. ¢ x. p. 397, 398.

J

Such
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Such pqﬂalres clearly plovc the cxiftence of fcamm of tllL moft -
ey crc diftrefs, at the carly pcrlod when thefe ordinances Wcrc com-
pofcd and we have reafon to think that they have occurred at irregular
intervals ever fince. One of thc Jefuits fays, that it is 1mpoﬁible for.
“him td deferibe the mifery to which he was thnefs, durmg the

_two ycars faminc in 1737 and 1738 *; but the dcf'cnptlon which he.
gives of it, and of the mortality whxch it occafioned, is fuﬁimcntl)
dreadful without further detail. Another Jefuit, fpeaking more ge-
ncrally, fays, “ Every ycar we baptize a thoufand children, whom

CIHAP, XI,

"Id. civ. p.165.

* their parents can no longer feed, or who, being hkcly to die, "are
“ {old to us by their mothers in order to get rid of them®.” '

The poﬁtwc checks to population would of courfe fall prmcxpallv
upon the Sudra clafs, and thofe {tll more miferable beings, who arc
the outcafts of all the clafles, and are not cven fuﬁercd to live with-
in the towns*®. : .

‘On this part of the population the épidcmics which are the con: |
fcquenccs of indigence and bad nourithmert, and the mortahty
among young chlldrcn, would m,ccﬁanly make great ravages ; and
thoufands of thefe unhappy wretches would probably be fwept off
1n a period of fcarcity, before any conﬁdcrablc degree of want lnd
recached the middle clafies of the focicty. The Abbé Raynal fays, on
what authority I know not, that when the crops of rice fail, the"
huts of thefe poor outcafts arc fet on fire, and the flying inhabitants
fhot by the proprictors of the grounds, that they may not confume
any part of the produce ‘.

The difficulty of rearing a family, even among the middle and

« higher clafles of {ociety, or the fear of finking from their caft; has
driven the pcop]c in fome parts of India to adopt the moft cruel ex-.
| B pcdlcnts to prevent a numerous offspring. Ina tribe on the frontiers

a Lettres Edif, tom. xiv. p. 178. e Id. p. 284. . 'Sir,’v,Villiam ]one;'s
- Works, vol. iii. c. x. p.3g0; ¢ Hift, des Indes, tom. i. liv. i. p. 97. 8vo. 10 vols.
Paris, 17¢5. : : ‘
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49 - Of the Checks to Population’in = BOOK T

. of Junapore, a diftri¢t of the province of Benares, the’ pm&xcc of
deftroying female infants has been fully fubftantiated, The mothers
werc compelled -to ftarve them. ~ The reafon that the people gave
for this cruel practice, was, the great expence of procuring {uitable

matches for their daughters.  One village only furnifhed an excep-’

tion to this rule, and in this village feveral old maids were ]iving
It would naturally occur, ‘that the race could not be contmucd upon
- this principle ; but it appeared, that the particular exceptions to the
general rule, and the mtcrmarrlagcs with other tribes, were fuffi-
cient for this purpofe. ' Our Eaft India Company obliged thefe peo-
"ple to enter into an engagement not. to continue thlS 1nhuman-
qraéhcc. ‘ o e
. On the coaft of Malabar the Nayrs do not cntcr mto rcgular mar-
- riages, -and the right of inheritance and fucceffion refts in the mo-
. ther of the brother, or otherwife goes to the fifter’s fon, the fathes,
of the child being always confidered as uncertain, =«

Among the Brahmens, when there are more brothers than one;;
only the elder, or ¢ldeft of them, marries. The -brothers. who thus
- maintain celibacy cohabit with Nayr women - without marriage in:
the way of the Nayrs. If the cldcﬁ: brother has not a fon, then the:
: 'next brother marries, - - IS - : R :

;. Among the Nayrs,. it is. the cu{’com for one Nayr woman to h'ne
attachcd to her two males, or four, or perhaps more.. ~ ~ = *

. The lower caﬁs, fuch as carpenters, ironfmiths, and others, have
fqllcn inito the imitation of their fuperiors, with this difference, that
the joint concern in oneg woman is “confined to *brothers and: male
zelations by b blood to the end that no allcnatlon may take placc 1y
the courfe of the fucceflion . - S i

- Montefquicu takes notice of this cuftom of the Nayrs on the coaﬂ;
of Malabar, and accounts for it on the fuppofition that it was adopted
in, order to w;akcn the farmly ties of this caft, that, as foldiers, they

2 Afiatic Refearches, vol. iv. p. 354: b Id;,vc;l. Ve p. 14, ‘ o
v : e _ © might
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~might be more at hberty to follow thic calls of their profeflion; but

I thould think that it originated, morce prob"tbly in a fcar of-the po~
verty arifing from a large family, partlcularh, as the (.uﬂ:om feems to
have been adopted by the other clafles .

In Tibet, according to Turner's late account of it, a cuﬁom of
this kind prevails generally.  Without pu.tcndmtr abfolutcly to de--
termine the quettion of its origin, Mr, Turner leans to the fuppo-
fition that it arofe from the fear of a populatlon too grcat for an un-:
fertile country. - From- trav elling much in the caft, hc had probably.
been led to obferve the effects neceflarily refulting from an overflow-
ing populatlon, and is -in confequence one among the very few
writers who fee thefe effects in their true llght He cxprefles him-
felf very fh‘ongly on this fubjet, and, 'in. reference to the, cuftom.
above mentioned, fays, ‘It certainly appears, that.a fuperabundant.
¢ population in an u11fcrt11c country muft be the greateft of all ca-
¢¢ lamities, and produce eternal warf'uc or cternal want. = Either

. ¢ the moft a@ive and the moft able part of the commumty muft be

“. compclled to emigrate, and to bccome foldiers of fortunc, or mer-
¢ chants of chance;. or elfc, if they remain at home, be liable to

¢ fall a prey to famlne, in confequence of fome accidental failure in.

¢ their fcanty crops. By thus linking whole families tovcthcr in the.
«¢. matrimonial yoke, the too rapid increafe of populatxon was perhaps

© ¢ checked, and an.alarm prevented, capablc of -pervading the moft.

« fertile region upon the carth, and of giving birth to the moft i in-
"¢ human and unnatural practice, in thc rlclxcﬁ, the moﬁ produc-
“ tive, and the moft populous country in the world. T allude to.
¢ the empire of China, where a mother, not forefecmtr the means
¢ of raifing-or providing for. a numerous famlly, cxpofes her new-
“ born infant to penﬂl in the ﬁelds, a crime, howcver OlellS, by.
‘. no means, I am aflured, unfrcqucntb "

_ o2 Efpriv des Loix, ln' xvi, 5. .
® Turner’s Embafly to Tibet, p'utn. C. X P, 351,
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